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PEEE  ACE. 


The  author  feels  that  no  apology  is  necessary  in  presenting  this  volume  to  the  public.  The 
history  contained  in  the  following  pages  embraces  one  of  the  most  interesting  localities,  historically, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Empire  State.  It  has  been  our  honest  endeavor  to  trace  the  history  of  the 
development  of  Otsego  County  from  that  period  when  it  was  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  red 
man  to  the  present,  and  to  place  before  the  reader  an  authentic  narrative  of  its  rise  and  progress  to  the 
prominent  position  it  now  occupies  among  the  counties  of  the  State. 

That  such  an  undertaking  is  attended  with  no  little  difficulty  and  vexation  none  will  deny.  The 
aged  pioneer  relates  events  of  the  early  settlements,  while  his  neighbor  sketches  the  same  events  with 
totally  different  outlines.  Man’s  memory  is  ever  at  fault,  while  Time  paints  a different  picture  upon 
every  mind.  With  these  the  historian  has  to  contend  ; and  while  it  has  been  our  aim  to  compile  an 
accurate  history,  were  it  devoid  of  all  inaccuracies,  that  perfection  would  have  been  attained  which  the 
writer  had  not  the  faintest  conception  of,  and  which  Lord  Macaulay  once  said  never  could  be  reached. 

From  colonial  and  other  documents  in  the  State  archives,  from  county,  town,  and  village  records, 
family  manuscripts,  printed  publications,  and  innumerable  private  sources  of  information,  we  have 
endeavored  to  produce  a history  which  should  prove  accurate,  instructive,  and  in  every  respect  worthy 
of  “ Old  Otsego.” 

The  following  volumes  were  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  this  work:  Morgan’s  “ League  of  the 
Iroquois”;  Schoolcraft’s  “Notes  on  the  Iroquois”  and  “ American’  Indians” ; Stone’s  “Life  of  Brant,” 
“Life  of  Red  Jacket,”  and  “Life  of  Sir  William  Johnson”;  Campbell’s  “Border  Warfare  of  New 
York”;  Lossing’s  “Field-Book  of  the  Revolution”;  Thatcher’s  “American  Revolution”;  Barber’s 
“History  of  New  York”;  “Documentary  History  of  New  York”;  Beardsley’s  “Reminiscences”; 
Spafford’s  “Gazetteer,  1810”;  French’s  “Gazetteer,  1860”;  “Chronicles  of  Cooperstown” ; “History 
of  Madison  County”;  “ Hartwick  Seminary  Memorial”;  Bailey’s  “Richfield  Springs  and  Vicinity”; 
Smith’s  “History  of  the  Seventy-Sixth  Regiment”;  Adjutant-Generals’  reports,  muster-rolls,  and 
innumerable  pamphlets. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  following  persons  for  much  valuable  informa- 
tion which  has  greatly  lessened  our  labor  in  the  preparation  of  the  work : 

In  Burlington  to  Abram  Marry,  Andrew  A.  Mather,  L.  F.  Hubbell,  Geo.  S.  Gorham,  David 
Fisk,  Daniel  A.  Park,  A.  N.  Balcom,  Pitman  Cook,  and  Adna  Wood. 

In  Butternuts  to  Samuel  C.  Gilbert,  E.  S.  Halbert,  Lewis  Donaldson,  J.  Comstock,  and  William  Cox. 

Li  Cherry  Valley  to  William  W.  Campbell,  Charles  McLean,  Rev.  H.  U.  Swinnertou,  A.M., 
J.  L.  Sawyer,  and  II.  II.  Browne. 

In  Decatur  to  J.  E.  Tyler,  L.  L.  Davis,  Barzilla  Brown,  and  S.  B.  Champion. 

In  Edmeston  to  S.  L.  Iloxie,  II.  Langworthy,  Walter  Chapin,  D.  B.  St.  John,  Lewis  Spencer,  and 
W.  Burlingham. 

In  Exeter  numerous  prominent  citizens  were  interviewed  for  historical  data ; and  we  wore  also 
assisted  by  Beardsley’s  “Reminiscences”  and  Bailey’s  “Richfield  Springs  and  Vicinity.” 

In  Hartwick  to  Rufus  P.  Luce,  Mr.  Burlingham,  Elisha  Fields,  Ilosea  Vinsor,  Harris  Vinsor, 
Rev.  James  Pitcher,  Miss  Davidson,  Hiram  lv.  Marsh,  and  Captain  W.  J.  Kellogg. 
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In  Ianirens  to  Hudson  Sleeper,  Amos  Winsor,  Tlios.  Tiffany,  Leroy  Tucker,  H.  T.  Harris,  M.D., 
Cliauncey  Strong,  A.  I\  Strong,  M.D.,  William  C.  Fields,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Jacob  Butts. 

In  Maryland  to  Philor  Benedict,  S.  H.  Gurney,  Carlton  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Spencer,  James  E.  Tyler, 
and  A.  Hotchkin’s  history. 

In  Middlefield  to  Sumner  Stow  Ely,  David  Blair,  Gilbert  Parshall,  O.  I.  Pierce,  Barzilla  Bradley, 
S.  W.  Barnum,  II.  M.  Pierce,  and  Fernando  Hubbell. 

In  Milford  to  Amos  Bissell,  S.  N.  Bissell,  Cliauncey  Goodrich,  John  Eddy,  Captain  Joseph  Mum- 
ford,  and  many  others. 

In  Morris  to  A.  S.  Avery,  Jacob  K.  Lull,  A.  C.  Moore,  Miss  J.  A.  Franchot,  Mrs.  J.  Davis, 
and  Rev.  Hobart  Cooke. 

In  New  Lisbon  to  Jonathan  R.  Neff,  Walter  H.  Yates,  Captain  W.  J.  Kellogg,  and  Captain  L. 
B.  Paine. 

In  Oneonta  to  Timothy  Sabin,  Jeremiah  Mereness,  David  J.  Yager,  D.  G.  Campbell,  G.  W. 
Reynolds,  Mr.  Ford,  N.  N.  Bull,  and  Captain  II.  G.  Wood. 

In  Otcgo  to  William  Birdsall,  Harvey  Hunt,  Thurston  Brown,  Cyrus  Hathaway,  D.  Emerson, 
and  E.  Blakely. 

In  Otsego  to  Joseph  A.  Cheney,  John  Wiley,  William  Kinnic,  Alex.  Taylor,  H.  B.  Sprague,  and 
Russell  Wan  •en. 

In  Pittsfield  to  Chester  Card  and  C.  G.  Hall. 

In  Plainfield  to  Parley  Philips,  Mrs.  Whitford,  Mr.  Clark,  H.  H.  J bibcock,  Solomon  Armstrong, 
and  D.  A.  Dewey. 

In  Richfield  to  Dr.  W.  T.  Bailey  and  Parker  D.  Fay,  Esq. 

In  Roseboom  to  Henry  Roseboom,  Dr.  Sterricker,  and  David  W.  Bailey. 

In  Springfield  to  Albert  Coates,  H.  R.  Wood,  George  O.  Smith,  Rev.  P.  F.  Sanborn,  and  J. 
II.  Davy. 

In  Unadilla  to  Colonel  Samuel  North,  Major  C.  D.  Fellows,  Lewis  G.  Cone,  G.  B.  Fellows,  F. 

» 

A.  Bolles,  William  J.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Lydia  Cone  (aged  ninety),  and  many  others. 

In  Westford  to  Nathan  Bidlake,  James  E.  Tyler,  William  II.  Platner,  Ezra  W.  Thurbur,  S.  B. 
Champion,  L.  E.  Preston,  and  J.  K.  Tyler. 

In  Worcester  to  Hon.  Leonard  Caryl,  Ezra  W.  Thurbur,  C.  H.  Crippen,  S.  B.  Champion,  and 
John  Ferguson. 

In  Cooperstown  we  are  under  special  obligations  to  Samuel  M.  Shaw,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Freeman  a 
Journal,  for  much  valuable  material  and  assistance,  and  also  to  Andrew  Davidson,  the  editor  of  the 
Otsrrjo  Republican,  Calvin  Graves,  George  F.  Ernst,  Samuel  Starkweather,  Judge  Sturgcs^  Horace 
Lathrop,  M.D.,  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  Newell  Wolsey  Wells,  Frederick  A.  Goffe,  and  Fred  L.  Palmer. 

Our  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  Major  J.  W.  C'ronkite,  of  New  York,  for  the  excellent 
history  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first  Regiment,  and  to  Stephen  Holden,  Esq.,  of  Sherburne, 
for  that  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  Regiment. 

D.  II.  II. 

Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1878. 
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OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


BY  D.  HAMILTON  IIURD. 


CHAPTER  I. 

VOYAGE  AND  DISCOVERY. 

Tbe  New  World — First  Discovered  in  a.i>.  9S6 — The  Norsemen — 
Hcrjulfson — Lief  Erickson  and  his  Adventures — Thorwald  Erick- 
son— His  Death — Thorstein  Erickson — Thorfinn  Karlsefue — 
Christopher  Columbus — John  Verrazzani— John  Cabot — Spanish, 
French,  and  English  Claims  to  Territory — The  French  and  Indian 
War — Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  New  World,  or  Western  Continent,  was  first  dis- 
covered by  white  men  a.D.  9S6.  Hcrjulfson,  a Norse 
navigator,  in  sailing  from  Iceland  to  Greenland,  was  driven 
by  a storm  to  the  coast  of  Labrador,  or,  as  some  historians 
seem  fit  to  claim,  to  Newfoundland.  The  coasts  of  the 
new  land  being  low,  rocky,  and  otherwise  uninviting,  no 
landing  was  attempted.  Thus  Hcrjulfson  first  saw  the 
new  land,  but  it  was  reserved  for  other  explorers  to  set  foot 
upon  its  territory.  The  Norsemen  returned  to  Greenland 
with  wonderful  stories  of  the  land  that  they  had  seen,  but 
no  further  attempt  was  made  at  discovery. 

After  the  lapse  of  a few  years,  an  Icelandic  captain, 
named  Lief  Erickson,  who  was  possessed  of  remarkable 
spirit  of  adventure,  resolved  to  discover,  if  possible,  the 
country  concerning  which  Hcrjulfson  and  his  companions  ! 
had  related  such  fabulous  accounts,  and  in  the  year  1001 
landed  upon  the  shore  of  Labrador.  He  pursued  his  course 
southwest  along  the  coast,  and  finding  the  country  pleasant 
and  attractive,  protracted  his  visit,  and  finally  reached  the 
territory  embraced  within  the  present  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, where  the  intrepid  explorers  remained  one  year.  They 
proceeded  along  the  coast  bordering  upon  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  persevering  band  found 
their  way  to  New  York  harbor.  Whether  these  hardy  ex- 
plorers set  foot  upon  the  soil  of  New  York  is  of  but  little 
consequence,  as  voyages  were  subsequently  made  to  these 
shores,  and  discoveries  carried  as  far  south  as  Virginia. 

The  return  of  these  adventurers  to  their  native  country, 
with  a description  of  the  land  they  had  passed  through, 
stimulated  others  with  a desire  to  see  the  new  country,  and 
m 1(102,  Thorwald  Erickson,  a brother  of  the  former  ex- 


plorer, made  a voyage  to  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  is  said  to 
have  ended  his  days  in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  present  town  of 
Fall  River,  Massachusetts.  In  1005,  Thorstein  Erickson, 
another  brother,  with  a band  of  adventurers,  landed  upon 
our  shores,  and  was  followed,  in  1007,  by  Thorfinn  Karls- 
efne,  a celebrated  mariner,  who  proceeded  along  the  coast 
as  far  as  Virginia.  The  Norsemen  were  simply  an  erratic 
band  of  rovers.  They  made  no  settlements,  nor  left  any 
records  of  importance  concerning  their  discoveries.  No 
real  good  whatever  resulted  from  their  voyages.  The  en- 
thusiasm excited  by  first  discovery  gradually  subsided,  and 
as  there  were  no  spoils  in  the  wilderness  to  fall  prey  to  the 
Norse  freebooters  and  pirates,  the  further  occupancy  of  the 
country  was  abandoned,  and  the  shadows  which  had  been 
dispelled  for  a moment  again  gathered  in  ; the  curtain  which 
had  been  lifted  was  again  lowered  from  sky  to  ocean,  and 
the  New  World  still  lay  hidden  in  the  misty  future.  Until 
recently,  historians  have  been  incredulous  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Norse  discovery,  but  the  fact  is  now  generally  conceded. 
We  are  in  possession  of  no  more  reliable  information  than 
Humboldt’s  “ Cosmos,”  but  that  may  be  cited  as  conclusive  : 
“ We  are  here  on  historical  ground.  By  the. critical  and 
highly  praiseworthy  efforts  of  Professor  Rafn  and  the  Royal 
Society  of  Antiquaries  in  Copenhagen,  the  sagas  and 
ioeuments  in  regard  to  the  expeditions  of  the  Norsemen 
to  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Vinland  have  been 
published  and  satisfactorily  commented  upon.  The  dis- 
covery of  the  northern  part  of  America  by  the  Norsemen 
cannot  be  disputed.  The  length  of  the  voyage,  the  direc- 
tion in  which  they  sailed,  the  time  of  the  sun's  rising  and 
setting,  are  accurately  given.  While  the  caliphate  of  Bag- 
dad was  stili  flourishing,  America  was  discovered,  about 
the  year  1001,  by  Lief,  the  son  of  Erie  the  Red,  at  the 
latitude  of  forty-one  and  a half  degrees  north.” 

A period  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  years  had 
elapsed  from  Lief  Eriekson  s discovery,  when  C iiri -t*  i In 
Columbus,  a native  of  Genoa.  Italy,  touched  upon  an 
island,  subsequently  called  San  Salvador,  and,  planting  the 
banner  of  Castile,  formally  claimed  possession  of  the  land  in 
the  name  of  the  noble  Isabella,  queen  ot  Spain.  He  returned 
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to  Spain,  and  subsequently  made  two  successive  voyages  to 
the  New  World,  each  of  which  was  fraught  with  great  and 
lasting  benefit  to  civilized  Europe.  In  justice  to  Colum- 
bus, this  land  should  have  borne  bis  name,  but  through  the 
artifice  of  a Florentine  navigator  named  Americo  Vespucci 
he  was  robbed  of  the  honor,  and  it  was  bestowed  on  Ves- 
pucci, the  least  worthy  of  the  many  adventurers. 

Not  alone  to  Spain  was  left  the  control  of  the  country 
which  the  genius  and  success  of  Columbus  had  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  world.  France,  ever  regarding  with 
a jealous  eye  the  success  of  her  formidable  neighbor,  was 
not  slow  to  profit  by  the  discoveries  of  Columbus.  As 
early  as  1501  the  Normandy  fishermen  began  to  ply  their 
vocation,  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland;  and  in  1508  a 
number  of  the  aborigines  were  taken  to  France.  In  1523 
a voyage  of  discovery  was  planned  under  the  auspices  of 
Francis  I.,  and  the  command  of  the  expedition  was  given 
to  John  Vcrrazzani,  a native  of  Florence.  After  a perilous 
voyage  he  discovered  the  mainland  in  the  latitude  of  Wil- 
mington. After  a sojourn  of  a few  days  he  headed  his 
vessel  northward  and  sailed  along  the  coast  of  Delaware 
and  New  Jersey,  entered  the  harbor  of  New  York,  touched 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  continued  his  course  along 
the  coast  to  Newfoundland.  At  several  points  the  enter- 
prising Florentine  landed  and  opened  a traffic  with  the  In- 
dians, being  always  received  with  every  evidence  of  friend- 
ship. He  returned  to  France  and  published  an  account  of 
his  remarkable  discoveries,  and,  naming  the  country  New 
France,  boldly  asserted  his  claim  to  the  sea-girt  coast  in  the 
name  of  Francis  I. 

England,  enterprising,  wealthy,  and  adventurous,  lost  no 
time  and  sptared  no  money  in  fitting  out  an  expedition  of 
discovery  to  the  Western  Continent,  and  no  day  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  New  World  was  more  important  than  the  5th  of 
May,  1496.  On  that  day  Henry  VII.,  king  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, issued  a commission  to  John  Cabot,  a Venetian,  to 
make  discoveries  and  to  take  possession  of  all  islands  and 
continents,  carry  the  English  flag,  and  assert  the  title  of 
the  king  of  England.  After  a protracted  voyage  the 
gloomy  coast  of  Labrador  was  the  cheerless  sight  that  met 
the  anxious  gaze  of  the  brave  Cabot.  This  was  the  real 
discovery  of  the  American  continent.  He  explored  the 
country  for  several  hundred  miles,  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  his  commission,  Hoisted  the  English  flag  and 
took  possession  in  the  name  of  the  English  king.  An  inci- 
dent is  related,  in  connection  with  this  act.  illustrative  of 
the  love  man  Inis  for  his  native  country  : Near  the  flag  of 
England  he  planted  the  banner  of  the  republic  of  Venice; 
little  thinking,  doubtless,  that,  as  the  centuries  rolled  on, 
not  the  flag  of  proud  Albion,  but  that  of  a republic,  would 
float  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Cabot  returned  to  England, 
and  received  all  the  adulations  and  honors  that  a proud 
nation  could  bestow  upon  an  honored  subject.  This  expe- 
dition was  succeeded  by  others,  all  of  which  redounded  to 
the  honor  and  enterprise  of  England,  and  resulted  in  the 
founding  of  colonies  which,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
mother  country,  soon  became  prosperous  and  self-reliant. 

The  French  and  Indian  war,  which  began  in  1754,  re- 
sulted from  the  conflicting  territorial  claims  between  France 
and  England.  At  the  close  of  an  arduous  struggle,  lasting 


nine  years,  a treaty  of  peace  was  made  at  Paris,  by  the 
terms  of  which  all  the  French  possessions  in  North  Amer- 
ica eastward  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  source  to  the  river 
Herville,  and  thence  through  Lakes  Maurepas  and  Pont- 
chartrain  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  were  surrendered  to  Eng- 
land. Spain,  who  had  also  been  at  war  with  Great  Britain, 
ceded  East  and  West  Florida  to  the  English  crown. 

From  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  war  to  the 
beginning  of  the  Revolution  spanned  a prosperous  era  in 
the  history  of  the  English  colonists.  The  causes  which  led 
to  the  American  Revolution  and  the  history  of  that  ardu- 
ous struggle  are  so  well  known  that  no  mention  is  needed 
in  this  connection  : suffieeth  to  say  that  the  colonists,  after 
a weary  struggle  of  nine  years,  were  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain  free  and  independent  States;  and  proud  should  Al- 
bion be  to-day  in  the  recollection  that  her  sons  planted  the 
germ  of  the  republic  whose  flag  is  honored  and  respected 
by  all  nations. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  IROQUOIS. 

Early  Traditions — Organization  of  the  League — Aboriginal  Nomen- 
clature of  the  various  Tribes — Wars  and  Conquests — Military 
Prowess — Their  Introduction  to  Gunpowder  and  Liquor — “ Manit- 
to”  or  “Great  Spirit" — “Fire-Water"  and  Us  Baneful  Effects — 
The  Incursions  of  M.  Delabarre,  M.  Denonville,  and  Count  De 
Frontenac — The  Jesuits — 1700. 

Tradition  informs  us  that  about  the  year  1600  this 
nation  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Montreal,  and  were  in 
subjection  to  the  Adirondack s.  How  long  the  latter  tribe 

had  exercised  this  power,  and  whether  the  Iroquois  had 
previously  been  a powerful  nation,  are  questions  that  natu- 
rally suggest  themselves  to  the  searcher  in  history,  but  have 
not,  by  even  the  most  indefatigable  workers  in  aboriginal 
lore,  been  answered ; and  the  pen  of  the  present  historian 
is  unable  to  lift  the  veil  of  obscurity  that  enshrouds  the  re- 
mote origin  of  this  nation,  the  most  powerful  and  intelligent 
that  ever  dwelt  within  the  boundaries  of  this  republic. 

From  the  Adirondack's  they  acquired  the  art  of  hus- 
bandry, and  became  proficient  in  the  chase  atwl  upon  the 
w’ar-path.  As  they  increased  in  numbers  and  influence, 
a passion  seized  them  to  become  the  possessors  of  the  country 
they  occupied,  and  raising  the  tomahawk  at  the  Adiron- 
dack's they  waged  a fierce  contest  against  them,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  defeat  of  the  Iroquois,  and  the  remnants  of 
the  tribe  were  compelled  to  fly  the  country  to  escape  ex- 
termination. They  traced  their  steps  into  the  lake  country, 
and,  gathering  their  scattered  warriors,  effected  a settlement 
on  Seneca  river. 

No  authority  gives  us  the  date  of  the  organization  of  this 
celebrated  league,  but  it  was  probably  in  about  the  year 
1600,  as  it  was  a powerful  organization  at  the  date  of  Dutch 
occupation,  in  1609.  The  league  originally  consisted  of 
five  nations,  viz.,  the  Omirbi/is.  (Jucibet,  M dm  irks, 
L'ajU'jas,  and  Senecas.  O-nun-dli'-gn.  the  criitin  of  ti  e 
name  of  the  Ouondaijus,  signifies  “ on  the  hills  ; hence  the 
name  they  gave  themselves,  O-nun-dii' -gci-o-uo , — as  ren- 
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dered,  “ the  people  of  the  liill.s.”  The  Oneulns  were  called 
the  “ people  of  the  stone,”  or  “ the  granite  people,”  as  indi- 
cated by  their  national  name,  O-na-yote' -ko-o-no. 

GH-ne-a  -ga-o-no  was  the  name  applied  to  the  Mohawks, 
which  signified  “the  possessor  of  the  flint;”  and  they  had 
for  the  device  of  the  village  a “steel  and  a flint.” 

The  Cayugas  were  known  by  the  appellation  of  Gue'-u- 
gweh-o-no , “ the  people  of  the  mucky  land.”  It  doubtless 
referred  to  the  marsh  at  the  foot  of  Cayuga  lake,  where 
they  first  settled. 

Nun-da-wii' -o-no , was  the  national  name  of  the  Senecas, 
meaning  “ the  great  hill  people.”  This  was  the  name  also 
of  their  oldest  village  on  Canandaigua  lake,  where,  accord- 
ing to  their  Seneca  myth,  the  tribe  sprang  out  of  the  ground. 
The  following  account  of  their  origin  is  given  from  a native 
source : 

“ While  the  tribe  had  its  seat  and  council-fire  on  this 
hill,  a woman  and  her  son  were  living  near  it,  when  the 
boy  one  day  caught  a small  two-headed  serpent,  called 
Kaistowanea,  in  the  bushes.  He  brought  it  home  as  a pet 
to  amuse  himself,  and  put  it  in  a box,  where  he  fed  it  on 
birds,  flesh,  and  other  dainties.  After  some  time  it  had 
become  so  large  that  it  rested  on  the  beams  of  the  lodge, 
and  the  hunters  were  obliged  to  feed  it  with  deer;  but  it 
soon  went  out  and  made  its  abode  on  a neighboring  hill, 
where  it  maintained  itself.  It  often  went  out  and  sported 
in  the  lake,  and  in  time  became  so  large  and  mischievous 
that  the  tribe  were  put  in  dread  of  it.  They  consulted  on 
the  subject  one  evening,  and  determined  to  fly  next  morn- 
ing; but  with  the  light  of  the  next  morning  the  monster 
had  encircled  the  hill,  and  lay  with  its  double  jaws  extended 
before  the  gate.  Some  attempted  to  pass  out,  but  were 
driven  back ; others  tried  to  climb  over  its  body,  but  were 
unable.  Hunger  at  last  drove  them  to  desperation,  and 
they  made  a rush  to  pass,  but  only  rushed  into  the  mon- 
ster’s double  jaws.  All  were  devoured  but  a warrior  and 
his  sister,  who  waited  in  vain  expectancy  of  relief  At 
length  the  warrior  had  a dream,  in  which  he  was  shown 
that  if  he  would  fledge  his  arrows  with  the  hair  of  his  sister 
the  charm  would  prevail  over  their  enemy.  He  was  warned 
not  to  heed  the  frightful  heads  and  hissing  tongues,  but  to 
shoot  at  the  heart.  Accordingly,  the  next  morning  be 
armed  himself  with  his  keenest  weapons,  charmed  as  di- 
rected, and  boldly  shot  at  the  serpent’s  heart.  The  instan- 
taneous recoiling  of  the  monster  proved  that  the  wound 
was  mortal.  He  began  in  great  agony  to  roll  down  the 
lull,  breaking  down  trees  and  uttering  horrid  noises,  until 
he  rolled  into  the  lake.  Here  he  slaked  his  thirst,  and 
tried  by  water  to  mitigate  his  agony,  dashing  about  in  fury. 
At  length  he  vomited  up  all  the  people  whom  he  had  eaten, 
and  immediately  expired  and  sank  to  the  bottom.” 

The  Six  Nations  were  con.-tituted  in  1712,  by  the  uniting 
of  the  7'us  caroms,  Dus-gu-o'-wch,u  theshirt-wearing  people,” 
— a nation  that  inhabited  the  western  part  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  league  was  originated  by  the  Onondagas,  hence 
they  were  called  the  “Fathers  of  the  Confederacy;”  the 
Mohawk*,  having  first  given  their  consent,  were  known  as 
“ The  Eldest  Brothers  ;”  and  for  a similar  reason  the  Cayu- 
gas wore  called  “The  Youngest  Brothers,”  having  given 
their  assent  last.  The  Senecas  were  named  “ The  Watch- 


men,” from  the  fact,  doubtless,  of  their  location  near  their 
enemies  from  the  west.  The  organization  of  the  league 
was  effected  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Onondaga  creek,  on  the 
road  to  Syracuse.  The  chiefs  and  sachems  soon  discerned 
that  the  compact  entered  into  was  in  all  respects  advan- 
tageous, thus  creating  and  maintaining  a fraternal  spirit 
among  themselves,  and  rendering  them  powerful  upon  the 
war-path.  With  the  consciousness  of  returning  power, 
their  first  warlike  move  was  against  their  old  enemies,  the 
Adirondac/cs,  whom  they  utterly  exterminated.  Now  be- 
coming convinced  of  their  power,  they  waged  war  upon  all 
surrounding  nations.  Their  tomahawk  was  brandished  upon 
the  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  their  warlike  measures  were 
carried  into  New  England,  and  the  scalping-knife  gleamed 
along  the  valley  of  the  Father  of  Waters.  They  conquered 
the  Hurons , the  Fries , the  Andastez,  the  Chauanons,  the 
Illinois,  the  Miamies,  the  Algonquins,  the  Delawares,  the 
Shawanese,  the  Susquehannoclcs,  the  Nanticokes,  the  Una- 
mis , the  Minsi ; and  even  the  Carnise  Indians,  in  their 
sea-girt  home  upon  Long  Island,  found  no  protection  against 
their  attacks.  The  name  of  the  Iroquois  had  become  a 
terror  to  all  the  Indian  nations.  “ I have  been  told,”  says 
Colden,  “ by  old  men  in  New  England,  who  remembered  the 
time  when  the  Mohawks  made  war  upon  their  Indians, 
that  as  soon  as  a single  Mohawk  was  discovered  in  their 
country,  their  Indians  raised  a cry  from  hill  to  hill,  1 A 
Mohawk!  a Mohawk!'  upon  which  they  fled  like  sheep 
before  wolves,  without  attempting  to  make  the  least  resist- 
ance.” The  thirst  for  military  glory  was  their  ruling 
passion.  They  evinced  a remarkable  spirit  of  ambition, 
not  unlike  Napoleon,  or  Caesar  of  old,  and  but  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  New  World  by  the  Caucasian,  we  have  no  right 
to  doubt  that  eventually  the  haughty  chiefs  of  the  du-ky 
legion  of  the  Six  Nations  would  have  wielded  the  sceptre 
over  the  Indians  of  North  America  with  all  the  despotism 
of  an  Alexander,  and,  like  him,  would  have  thirsted  for 
fresh  conquests.  The  effects  of  these  military  operations 
were  carried  as  far  north  as  Hudson’s  bay,  while  the  -Mis- 
sissippi did  not  form  their  western  limits.  They  ravished 
the  extreme  eastern  and  southern  portions  of  the  United 
States,  and,  without  doubt,  as  stated  in  Rogers’  “ America,” 
their  wars  were  extended  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien. 

That  was  a fatal  hour  when  the  red  man  quaffed  the  rum 
from  the  hands  of  Henry  Hudson.  That  was  a fatal  hour 
when  the  red  man  was  taught  the  power  of  gunpowder  by 
Champlain.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Indians  were  made 
known  with  these,  their  two  greatest  enemies,  during  the 
same  week  of  the  same  year,  1G09,  by  these  rival  explorers. 
The  manner  of  giving  the  first  draught  of  liquor  to  the 
Indians,  as  related  by  a manuscript  in  the  New  York  His- 
torical society,  was  as  follows:  “Hudson,  accompanied  by 
a number  of  his  attendants,  was  ascending,  in  a canoe,  the 
river  that  bears  his  name,  and  discovering  a band  of  aborigi- 
nes, made  them  a sign  to  halt.  He  went  ashore,  and,  after 
friendly  salutations,  he  beckoned  to  an  attendant,  who 
brought  him  a bockhack  (gourd)  and  a little  cup,  both  as 
clear  as  the  new  ice  upon  the  surface  of  a lake.  And  from 
the  bockhack  Manitto,  or  Great  Spirit,  as  they  regarded 
Hudson,  filled  the  cup  with  a liquid  which  he  drank,  and 
refilling,  handed  to  the  chief  near  him,  who  quaffed  the  cup 
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to  the  bottom.  In  a few  moments  his  eyes  closed,  lustreless, 
and  he  fell  heavily  to  the  "round.  His  companions  thought 
him  dead,  and  the  wailings  of  the  women  resounded  through 
the  forest.  After  a long  time  the  chief  revived,  and,  spring- 
ing to  his  feet,  declared  that  he  had  experienced  the  most 
delightful  sensations,  seen  visions,  and  was  never  more 
happy.  He  requested  another  draught,  and,  following  his 
example,  the  liquor  went  around  the  circle.  They  all 
partook  of  the  ravishing  cup,  and  all  became  intoxicated.” 
From  that  fatal  hour  to  the  present  their  thirst  for  the 
maddening  poison  has  not  abated.  In  vain  have  their 
councils  passed  decrees  against  it,  in  vain  have  their 
teachers  admonished  them,  and  equally  useless  have  been 
the  eloquent  and  pathetic  appeals  of  their  women  against 
it.  Whenever  and  wherever,  even  at  this  late  day,  whether 
it  be  the  Sioux,  among  the  Black  hills,  or  the  remnants  of 
the  Iroquois,  upon  their  reservations,  they  can  lay  their 
hands  upon  fire-wTater  they  are  certain  to  drink  it.  This 
accursed  liquor  was  among  the  strongest  agencies  used  by 
the  unprincipled  settler  in  his  intercourse  with  the  red  man 
to  gain  his  land  and  furs. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the 
English  bestowed  no  attention  upon  the  enlightenment 
of  the  race,  either  morally  or  religiously.  In  striking 
contrast  with  the  attitude  of  England — a country  under 
more  lasting  obligations,  to  the  Iroquois  than  any  other 
nation  upon  the  globe — was  that  of  France,  as  exhibited 
by  the  Jesuit  missionaries,  Franciscan  priests,  and  Ilecol- 
let  fathers.  These  were  the  first  Caucasians  who  lifted 
up  their  voices  in  the  wilderness  in  attempting  to  Chris- 
tianize the  red  man.  History  has  never  done  these  fathers 
justice.  They  left  their  homes  in  sunny  France,  sur- 
rounded by  every  luxury  that  wealth  and  ecclesiastical 
position  could  afford,  and  sought  an  abode  in  the  w ilds  of 
the  New  World,  with  no  companions  save  the  beasts  of  the 
forest  and  hostile  Indians.  They  came  not  as  the  trader, 
worshiping  Mammon,  nor  the  settler  in  search  of  a home. 
They  endured  all  the  privations  of  the  forest  with  the  sole 
object  in  view  of  Christianizing  the  aborigines.  Their 
lives  were  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  Christianity,  that 
he  might  be  raised  from  darkness  and  brought  into  sweet 
communion  with  the  Great  Spirit. 

Their  motto — Ad  viajorcm,  Dei  gloriam — was  ever  be- 
fore them,  and  but.  for  the  constantly-recurring  wars,  they 
would,  without  doubt,  have  left  a spirit  of  Christian  civili- 
zation among  the  savages  of  this  land.  In  many  localities 
they  wrought  a truly  wonderful  work  in  inculcating  a tem- 
perance spirit  among  the  Indians,  who  suffered  severely 
from  the  unprincipled  trader,  who  took  their  furs  and  gave 
the  poor  savage  liquor  in  return. 

Several  attempts  were  made  by  England  and  France  to 
extirpate  the  confederacy  of  the  Six  Nations,  but  without 
success.  The  first  incursion  into  their  country  was  headed 
by  M.  D elabarre,  the  governor-general  of  Canada,  in  1G33  ; 
the  second  by  M.  Penonville,  also  governor-general  of 
Canada,  in  1GS7  ; the  third  by  Count  Do  I'rontenac,  in 
I GOT. 

These  incursions  failed  to  accomplish  the  subjugation  of 
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the  proud  confederacy,  and  the  year  1700  dawns  and  finds  j 

them  in  the  zouith  of  their  glory.  They  had  reared  a I 


colossal  Indian  empire,  and  as  far  as  their  unsophisticated 
vision  extended,  destined  to  remain. 

“The  Father  above  thought  fit  to  give 
The  white  man  corn  nn<l  wine; 

There  are  golden  fields  w here  he  may  live, 

Butjbe  forest  shades  are  mine.” 


CHAPTER  III. 

OTSEGO  PRIOR  TO  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Its  Isolated  Location — The  First  Settlement — John  Lindesay — His 
Friendly  Intercourse  with  the  Indians — The  Winter  of  1740 — Its 
Severity — Great  Depth  of  Snow — Communication  with  the  Settle- 
ments on  the  Mohawk  cut  off — Starvation  Imminent — Timely 
Arrival  of  a Mohawk  Indian — His  Friendship — Supplies  the 
Family  with  Food — Arrival  of  ltev.  Johu  Dunlop  and  Others  in 
1741  — The  First  Meeting-House — The  Pioneer  Preaeher — The 
First  School  in  the  State  west  of  Albany — Arrival  of  John  Wells 
in  1743 — A Fort  erected — The  French  War — Captain  McKean's 
“Rangers” — Settlements  of  Eduicston,  Exeter,  Hartwick,  Lau- 
rens, Middlefield,  Milford,  Morris,  New  Lisbon,  Onconta,  Rich- 
field, Unadilla — The  Eve  of  the  Revolution. 

“It  was  a gloomy  wild  where  Indian  warriors  trod, 

Where  savage  minds  in  solitude  looked  up  to  nature’s  God.” 

Notwithstanding  that  the  territory  now  embraced 
within  the  boundaries  of  Otsego  County  was  remote  from 
the  flourishing  settlements  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State, 
and  was  traversed  by  none  of  the  great  trails  of  the  red 
man,  still  it  received  its  first  settlers  as  early  as  1740,  and 
when  the  War  of  the  Revolution  burst  upon  the  laud  the 
rude  cabin  of  the  pioneer  was  seen  iu  various  sections  of 
the  county,  and 

“The  axe,  that  wondrous  instrument 
That,  like  the  talisinftn,  transforms 
Deserts  to  fields  and  cities,” 

was  already  resounding  among  the  stern  old  monarebs  of 
the  forest. 

In  1738,  thirty-seven  years  before  the  first  gun  was  fired 
at  Concord,  a tract  of  land,  embracing  8000  acres,  located 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  present  county  of  Otsego,  was 
granted  to  four  persons, — John  Lindesay,  Jacob  Roseboome, 
Lenelet  Gansevoort,  and  Sybrant  Van  Schaick. — by  George 
Clark,  then  lieutenant-governor  of  the  province  of  New 
York.  In  the  following  year  Mr.  Lindesay,  who  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  securing  the  purchase,  having 
obtained  an  assignment  of  the  grant  from  bis  associates 
to  himself  and  Governor  Clark,  proceeded  to  survey  the 
entire  tract  and  subdivide  it  into  lots. 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Lindesay,  unused  to  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  frontier  life,  left  the  conveniences 
of  a city  home,  where  he  bad  been  surrounded  with  all  that 
wealth  could  bring,  and  a highly-cultivated  taste  suggest,  for 
a home  iu  the  forest.  IIow  great  the  contrast.  To  no  one 
more  than  be  was  this  apparent,  but  being  a Scot  by  birth, 
the  sight  of  deep  valleys,  the  streams  murmuring  adown 
their  rocky  beds,  and  the  declivities  of  the  l.ill-.-.d  -.  vividly 
reminded  him  of  “ Old  8eotia,”  and  that  affine  seemed 
to  him  sufficient  reason  for  founding  a home  iu  the  forest 
wilds. 
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lie  selected  fora  location  premises  now  owned  by  Joseph 
I’helon,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  “ Lindesay ’s  Rush.” 

At  this  early  date,  the  locality  was  a favorite  hunting- 
ground  of  the  Mu/mu/is,  as  bears,  elk,  deer,  etc.,  were  in 
abundance.  They  came  in  great  numbers,  and  were  treated 
by  Mr.  Lindesay  with  kindness,  who  at  once  saw  the  im- 
portance of  cultivating  and  maintaining  a friendly  inter- 
course with  them.  The  kindly  spirit  of  friendship  ex- 
hibited by  Mr.  Lindesay  soon  brought  forth  good  fruit,  and 
in  all  probability  was  the  means  of  preserving  himself  and 
family  from  starvation  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  winter  of  1740  was  of  unusual  severity  ; snow  fell 
to  a great  depth,  and  all  communication  with  the  settlements 
on  the  Mohawk  was  cut  off.  It  was  indeed  a gloomy  fu- 
ture. Mr.  Lindesay,  unaccustomed  to  the  severity  of  the 
winters,  had  failed  in  making  ample  provisions  for  himself 
and  the  few  that  were  gathered  around  him,  and  starvation 
stared  him  in  the  face.  There  seemed  no  alternative  but 
to  await  the  visitation  of  the  “ grim  messenger.”  At  this 
critical  juncture,  assistance  came  in  the  person  of  a Mo- 
haiclc  Indian,  who  had  traveled  from  the  Mohawk  on 
snow-shoes,  and  upon  being  informed  of  their  destitute 
condition  returned  to  the  camp  on  the  Mohawk,  and,  after 
securing  a quantity  of  provisions,  wended  his  way  again  to 
the  imprisoned  family.  He  continued  his  trips  during  the 
winter,  and  thus  this  faithful  red  brother  saved  from  starva- 
tion the  first  settlers  of  Otsego  County. 

Notwithstanding  this  episode  of  frontier  life,  which  to 
many  would  have  been  sufficient  reason  for  abandoning 
the  settlement,  Mr.  Lindesay  still  sounded  its  praises,  and 
in  1741  he  induced  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  an  Irishman  by 
birth,  to  visit  the  location,  and  offered  him,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  settle  there,  a tract  of  land  embracing  several  hun- 
dred acres.  The  generous  proposal  was  accepted,  and  in 
1741  Mr.  Dunlop,  together  with  David  Ramsey,  William 
Gallt,  James  Campbell,  and  William  Dickson,  were  added 
to  the  frontier  settlement.  These  pioneers,  with  their 
families,  numbered  about  thirty  persons.  They  had  emi- 
grated from  the  north  of  Ireland,  were  industrious  and 
hardy,  and  in  all  respects  well  adapted  to  encounter  the 
privations  and  toil  of  the  frontier,  as  they  had  been  in- 
ured to  hard  labor  from  infancy  in  their  native  land. 

Mr.  Dunlop  was  the  first  regular  preacher  in  the  settle- 
ment, officiating  in  a log  house,  which  had  been  erected  for 
a meeting-house,  a short  distance  north  of  Mr.  Lindesay’s. 
He  was  an  enterprising  spirit,  and  subsequently  opened  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  boys,  who  came  from  the  ad- 
joining settlements,  and  from  Albany  and  Schenectady. 
This  was  the  first  grammar-school  in  the  State  west  of 
Albany.  . t 

In  consequence  of  the  isolated  location  of  the  settlement 
it  increased  slowly,  and  during  the  ten  subsequent  years 
not  more  than  four  families  were  added.  Among  these 
was  Mr.  John  Wells,  an  Irishman,  who  settled  in  1743, 
and  in  the  following  year  purchased  the  Lindesay  farm. 
The  pioneer  of  this  frontier  settlement,  Mr.  Lindesay,  after 
struggling  several  years,  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  en- 
terprise. In  i 7 14,  when  the  northern  frontier  was  threat- 
ened by  the  French  and  Indians,  ho  joined  a company  of 
“ Independent  Greens,'’  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Congreve, 


I'  having  resigned  his  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the  coni- 
| pany  in  favor  of  Mr.  Lindesay.  He  remained  in  the 
J service  several  years,  and  subsequently  died  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Wells,  mentioned  above,  was  one  of 
the  leading  citizens,  and  was  appointed  the  first  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  town,  and  was  one  of  the  judges  of  Tryon 
county.  The  little  settlement  was  in  constant  fear  of 
marauding  bands  of  savages,  and  during  the  last  French 
war  a body  of  S00  !<  rangers”  was  raised  to  protect  Tryon 
county,  and  one  company,  under  command  of  Captain  Mc- 
Kean, was  stationed  at  Cherry  Valley,  where  a rude  fort 
had  previously  been  erected.  In  17G2  the  population  of 
the  settlement  consisted  of  eight  families,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution  its  population  numbered  about  three 
hundred  persons.  We  have  thus  given  the  reader  a glimpse 
of  the  first  settlement  in  Otsego  County,  as  it  appeared 
upon  the  eve  of  the  Revolution.  Other  settlements,  though 
few  in  number,  had  been  effected  in  various  portions  of  the 
county. 

The  present  town  of  Edmeston  was  settled  as  early  as 
1770,  by  Colonel  Edmeston,  an  ex-officer  in  the  English 
army,  who  was  granted  a tract  embracing  10,000  acres  for 
his  services  during  the  French  war. 

A small  clearing  was  made  and  two  huts  erected,  before 
the  Revolution,  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  on  what  was  sub- 
sequently known  as  the  “ Herkimer  farm.”  These  two 
cabins  were  standing  at  the  close  of  the  war,  when  the  first 
settlers  came  in,  but  nothing  further  is  known  concerning 
this  attempted  settlement. 

The  territory  embraced  within  the  present  boundaries  of 
the  town  of  Hartwick  was  granted  to  John  Christopher 
Hartwick,  April  22,  1701,  and  settlements  were  soon  after 
com  meneed. 

The  pioneers  of  Laurens  located  in  that  town  in  1774, 
the  first  settlement  being  made  by  Joseph  Mavall,  a short 
distance  northeast  of  the  present  village. 

Middlefield  received  its  first  settlers  in  1755.  Those 
who  settled  prior  to  the  Revolution  were  Wm.  Cook, 
Daniel  Benjamin,  and  Reuben  McCollum,  Samuel  and 
Andrew  Wilson,  Andrew  Cochran,  Andrew  Cameron,  and 
■ a Mr.  Hall. 

On  the  Susquehanna  river,  in  the  town  of  Milford,  one 
Carr,  a “squatter,”  located  prior  to  the  Revolution;  but 
the  settlements  in  this  town  assumed  no  importance  until 
after  the  war. 

f 

Ebenezer  Knapp  came  from  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
located  in  the  valley  of  the  Butternut  creek,  in  the  town  of 
Morris,  as  early  as  1773. 

Increase  Thurston  and  Benjamin  Lull  and  sons  located 
in  New  Lisbon  in  1773,  thirty-three  years  before  the 
civil  organization  of  the  town  was  effected. 

Oueonta  received  its  first  white  settlers  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  but.  the  precise  date  is  not  known.  Their 
names  were  Henry  Scramlin  and  a Mr.  Young. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  Otsego  was  not  made 
! until  after  the  Revolution,  but  a small  clearing  was  made 
not  far  from  the  outlet,  in  1761,  by  John  Christopher  llart- 
wiek,  proprietor  of  the  “ Hartwick  patent,”  under  the  im- 
pression that  his  lands  extended  to  the  shore  of  the  lake. 
Being  soon  convinced  of  his  error,  it  was  abandoned. 
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Richfield  was  settled  prior  to  the  war,  but  the  perma-, 
nent  settlement  was  nut  made  until  about  the  year  1737. 

In  Unadilla  settlements  were  made  before  the  war,  but 
nothing  definite  is  known  concerning  either  settlers  or  loca- 
tions. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  HE  VOLUTION. 

Position  of  the  Iroquois — Sir  William  Johnson— His  Influence  with 
the  Indians — Tho  Massacre  of  Wyoming — The  “ Shades  of  Death” 

— Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress — Denounced  by  the  i 
Court  at  Johnstown — Excitement — Meeting  at  Cherry  Valley — 
Address  of  the  Indian  Interpreter,  Thomas  Spencer — Resolutions 
Adopted — Conference  between  Brant  and  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  at 
Unadilla,  in  June,  1777 — Council  of  General  Herkimer  and  Brant, 
at  Unadilla,  in  July,  1777 — Brant  Enraged — Unsatisfactory  Termi- 
nation of  the  Meeting. 

“Sad  was  tho  year,  by  proud  oppression  driven, 

When  transatlantic  liberty  arose; 

Not  in  the  sunshine  and  the  smile  of  Heaven, 

But  wrapt  in  whirlwinds  and  begirt  with  woes, 

Amidst  the  strife  of  fratricidal  foes. 

Her  bright  star  was  the  light  of  burning  plain  ; 

Her  baptism  is  the  weight  of  blood  that  flows 
From  kindred  hearts— the  blood  of  British  veins; 

And  famine  tracks  her  steps  and  pestilential  pains.” 

In  the  beginning  of  tbe  Revolutionary  struggle  the  little 
band  of  colonists  found  themselves  at  a disadvantage  with  ! 
their  formidable  antagonists,  not  only  in  men  and  muni-  j 
tions  of  war,  but  from  tbe  fact  that,  through  the  agency  of 
Sir  William  Johnson,  the  fierce  Iroquois  were  arrayed 
against  them,  and  only  waiting  the  opportunity  to  wage 
the  barbaric  warfare  characteristic  of  the  savage. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  no  representative  of  the  Eng- 
lish government  ever  wielded  the  influence  among  the  In- 
dians of  this  land  equal  to  that  of  Sir  William  Johnson. 
He  came  to  this  country  when  twenty  years  of  age  to  su- 
perintend an  estate  belonging  to  his  uncle,  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren, located  in  the  Mohawk  valley.  Young  Johnson  soon  •) 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  friendship  of  the  Molunch  Indians,  j 
and  eventually,  through  the  diplomacy  which  subsequently  i 
gave  him  an  enviable  reputation,  controlled  nearly  every 
tribe  of  the  dusky  legion  of  the  confederacy. 

This  was  the  situation  of  affairs  when  the  first  gun  was 
fired  at  Concord,  and  from  that  hour  when  the  intelligence 
reached  him  of  the  conflict  he  directly  and  indirectly  j 
roused  the  savage  spirit  of  the  Indian  against  the  colonists  ; 
and  to  him,  more  than  any  other  one  man,  are  attributed  tbe 
border  wars  of  tbe  Revolution,  which  for  cruelty  and  inhu- 
manity are  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  our  country. 

While  the  colonists  were  struggling  with  a well-disciplined 
and  determined  foe  upon  the  seaboard,  the  frontier  settle-  ! 
rnents  were  being  harassed  by  the  savage  and  the  parricidal  j 
American  Tory,  both  animated  by  a spirit  of  vandalism,  j 
destroying  tho  habitations,  devastating  the  cultivated  fields.  ! 
and  waging  an  inhuman  war  against  helpless  women  and 
innocent  children. 

In  July,  1773,  a force  numbering  about  1000  Indians 


and  Tories,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John  Butler, 
appeared  at  Wyoming,  a flourishing  settlement  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna. Butler  informed  the  inhabitants  that  he  c-aine 
with  no  hostile  feelings,  and  that  none  should  be  molested. 
At  nightfall,  however,  the  savages  and  half-breeds, 

“More  fell  than  tigers  on  tho  Lybian  plain,” 

rushed  upon  their  victims.  Men  were  shot  down  upon 
their  own  thresholds,  women  were  dragged  from  their 
homes  and  tomahawked,  while  the  cries  of  tortured  infants 
floated  through  the  midnight  air.  The  light  of  the  burning 
village  shone  over  the  most  inhuman  scene  that  stains  the 
page  of  history.  Many  of  those  who  escaped  the  toma- 
hawk of  the  murderous  savage  were  lost  in  a great  swamp 
in  the  neighborhood,  which  from  that  circumstance  acquired 
the  name  of  the  '■-Similes  of  Death'1  and  retains  it  to  this 
day.  Butler  and  his  band  of  half-breeds  returned  to  their 
haunts  in  triumph,  and  the  surrounding  hills  doubtless 
blazed  with  many  a camp-fire,  around  which  was  brandished 
the  glittering  tomahawk  in  the  triumphal  war-dance. 

As  it  is  our  purpose  only  to  relate  so  much  of  the  history 
of  the  border  warfare  as  is  prominently  associated  with  the 
present  county  of  Otsego,  we  must  go  back  to  1775,  and 
note  a few  of  the  movements  of  the  loyalists  and  colonists 
in  Tryon  county. 

The  Continental  congress,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in 
September,  1774,  sent  forth  a number  of  patriotic  addresses 
and  resolutions  stigmatizing  tbe  “blocking  up  of  the  port 
of  Boston”  as  “ oppressive  and  arbitrary,”  and  otherwise 
stating  their  grievances,  and  calling  upon  the  people  to 
maintain  their  rights. 

The  resolutions  and  measures  adopted  by  the  congress 
were  well  calculated  to  rouse  the  ire  of  tbe  loyalists,  and  at  a 
court  held  in  Johnstown,  in  the  spring  of  1775,  a declara- 
tion was  framed  and  circulated  by  the  loyalists  of  the  county 
denouncing  the  measures  adopted  by  the  congress.  This 
declaration  met  with  some  opposition,  but  finally  was  signed 
by  the  majority  of  tbe  jurymen  and  magistrates.  This 
bold  assertion  of  tbe  supremacy  of  the  king,  and  opposition 
to  the  just  and  inalienable  right  of  tbe  colonists,  caused 
great  excitement  among  the  people,  and  committees  to  cor- 
respond with  the  general  congress  were  appointed  in  each 
district,  and  sub-committees  were  formed  in  every  hamlet 
in  the  county. 

A meeting  was  immediately  held  in  the  little  church  in 
Cherry  Valley,  which  wits  filled  with  the  liberty -loving  in- 
habitants of  that  small  village,  to  discuss  the  situation  and 
sign  the  article  of  association  which  had  been  framed  for  the 
patriotic  people  of  Tryon  county.  The  meeting  was  ad- 
dressed by  an  Indian  interpreter  named  Thomas  Spencer, 
who  roused  the  spirit  of  patriotic  fire  in  the  breasts  of  his 
hearers,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  following 
article  of  association  was  signed  by  nearly  all  present: 

Whcreim,  tbe  grand  jury  of  this  county  ami  a number  of  the 
magistrates  have  signed  a declaration  declaring  their  disapprobation 
of  the  opposition  made  by  the  colonies  to  the  oppressive  and  ai  hi- 
trary  acts  of  parliament,  the  purport  of  which  is  evidently  to  entail 
slavery  in  America;  and  as  the  said  declaration  may  in  some  measure 
be  looked  upon  as  the  sense  of  the  county  in  general  if  the  same  ho 
passed  over  iu  silence,  we,  the  subscribers,  freeholders,  and  the  in- 
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habitants  of  tho  said  county,  in-pircd  with  a sincere  love  for  our 
country,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  common  cause,  do  solemnly 
declare  our  fixed  attachment  and  entire  approbation  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tha  grand  Continental  congress,  held  at  Philadelphia  last 
fall,  and  that  wo  will  strictly  adhere  to,  and  repose  our  confidence  iu 
the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  t h<  present  Continental  congress;  and 
that  we  will  support  tho  same  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  and  that 
we  will  religiously  and  inviolably  observe  tho  regulations  of  that 
august  body. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cherry  Val- 
ley early  espoused  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  were  ever  after 
ready  to  repel  the  invasion  and  avarice  of  the  mother  coun- 
try ; and  when,  on  the  following  4th  day  of  July,  the  col- 
onists declared  themselves  “ free  and  independent,”  the 
declaration  was  received  with  mingled  feelings  of  enthusiasm 
and  joy. 

During  the  summer  of  177G  nothing  of  any  importance 
occurred  in  the  vicinity,  and  a temporary  feeling  of  ease  and 
security  settled  over  the  people. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1777,  a conference  was  held  at 
Unadilla  between  Brant  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  who 
was  accompanied  by  a number  of  the  militia  officers. 
Brant  as  usual  bad  many  grievances  to  relate,  and  stated 
that  the  Indians  were  in  want  of  provisions,  and  that  if 
necessity  required  force  would  be  resorted  to  to  secure  the 
same.  The  inhabitants  thereupon  gave  them  cattle,  sheep,  ! 
etc.,  and  they  retraced  their  trail  to  Oquago  (now  Windsor, 
Broome  county). 

In  consequence  of  the  close  proximity  of  Brant,  the 
people  were  in  a constant  state  of  excitement,  and,  in  the 
ensuing  July,  General  Herkimer  with  a force  of  3S0  militia 
marched  to  Unadilla,  and  was  there  met  by  Brant  at  the 
head  of  135  warriors.  He  reiterated  his  many  grievances, 
and  when  asked  if  his  tribe  intended  to  remain  at  peace, 
made  the  fullowing  answer:  “ The  Indians  were  in  concert 
with  the  king,  as  their  fathers  and  grandfathers  had  been. 
That  the  king’s  belts  were  yet  lodged  with  them,  and  they  1 
could  not  falsify  their  pledge.  That  General  Herkimer  and 
the  rest  had  joined  the  Boston  people  against  their  king. 
That  Boston  people  were  resolute,  but  the  king  would 
humble  them.  That  Mr.  Schuyler,  or  general,  or  what  you 
please  to  call  him,  was  very  smart  on  the  Indians  at  the  ! 
treaty  at  German  Flats,  but  was  not  at  the  same  time  able  j 
to  afford  them  the  smallest  article  of  clothing.  That  the  ! 
Indians  had  formerly  made  war  on  the  white  people  all  j 
united ; and  now  they  were  divided  the  Indians  were  not 
frightened.” 

This  conference  ended  with  no  satisfactory  results  having  i 
been  reached. 

During  the  council  Brant  became  incensed  at  a remark 
of  one  of  the  officers,  to  the  effect  that  if  he  intended  " to  ; 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  king  the  matter  was  ended,”  and  | 
immediately  roused  his  warriors  and  sounded  the  war-  ] 
whoop,  lie  was  soon  silenced  by  General  Herkimer,  who, 
in  an  address,  informed  the  dusky  warrior  that  lie  had  met 
him  with  no  warlike  resolves,  hut  Brant  was  defiant,  and 
exclaimed  that  he  was  ready  for  war.  With  this  unsatis- 
factory termination  the  conference  ended,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility was  the  last  held  with  the  Six  Nations, — except  the  j 
Oneiilas, — at  which  an  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  J 
league  from  participating  in  tho  war. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE  MASSACRE  OF  CHERRY  VALLEY. 

The  Summer  of  1776 — Exposed  Condition  of  the  Village — Captain 
McKean  Organizes  a Company  of  Rangers — Ordered  to  Remove — 
Protest  of  the  Inhabitants — Petition  to  tho  Provincial  Congress — 
Defenseless — Fort  Erected  in  1776 — Another  in  1778 — Brant's 
Approach  in  1776 — Intended  Attack — Amusing  Incident : “ Colonel 
Campbell  has  got  his  House  well  guarded,  I perceive” — Visit  of 
Colonel  Wormwood — Starts  on  his  Return — Is  Tomahawked  and 
Scalped  by  Brant — Brant's  Rock — Captain  McKean's  Challenge — 
Brant’s  Letter  to  Percifcr  Carr — 1778 — Arrival  of  Colonel  Ichnbod 
Alden  and  Soldiery — Precautionary  Measures  Adopted — Approach 
of  the  Enemy — The  Attack  Opened — The  Senecas  head  the  On- 
slaught— Colonel  Alden  Killed — Butchery  of  the  Wells  Family  aud 
others — Capture  of  Mrs.  Campbell  and  Children — Incidents — 177V 
— The  Garrison  Abandoned. 

“ Hark  ! hark  ! methinks  I hear  some  melancholy  moan. 
Stealing  upon  my  listening  ear. 

As  though  some  departing  spirit  was  about 
To  soar,  amid  the  horrors  of  a massacre! 

Yes,  the  savage  fiend,  with  glittering  knife 
And  tomahawk,  reeking  with  infant  blood. 

Stands  in  awful  prospect  before  my  vision.” 

As  Cherry  Valley  was  the  principal  settlement  in  the 
county  south  of  the  Mohawk,  it  was  greatly  exposed  to  the 
incursion  of  the  Indians  from  the  south,  one  of  whose  fre- 
quented trails  passed  through  the  village.  To  guard  the 
people  against  any  attack  of  the  Indians  which  might  he 
made,  a company  of  rangers  was  raised  during  the  summer 
of  1776,  by  Robert  McKean,  of  that  village.  Time  passed 
on,  and  no  indications  of  an  attack  being  made,  Captain 
McKean  and  his  rangers  were  ordered  to  remove.  This 
occasioned  much  surprise,  and  the  following  letter  was 
written  to  the  committee  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop, 
beariug  date  June  3,  1770: 

Sins, — We,  the  inhabitants  of  Cherry  Valley,  being  assembled 
yesterday  at  a public  town-meeting,  and  among  other  things  taking 
the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs  into  consideration,  looked 
upon  ourselves  and  the  neighborhood  around  us,  Springfield  and 
Newtown-Martin,  as  a frontier,  lying  very  open  and  unguarded,  and 
very  much  exposed  to  the  enemy,  in  case  an  Indian  war  should  break 
out,  or  any  party  of  the  enemy  should  take  it  into  their  heads  to 
come  down  upon  us;  and  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  a party  of  men  stationed  here  among  us,  in  order  to  keep  a 
sharp  lookout,  and  to  scout  all  around  our  frontiers,  lest  at  any 
time  we  be  taken  by  surprise.  And  therefore  have  appointed  me  to 
write  to  you,  to  lay  this  matter  warmly  before  the  committee,  and 
earnestly  to  impress  them  with  tho  absolute  necessity  of  the  rfhing, 
and  to  beg  of  them  that  it  Captain  McKean  aud  his  company  bo 
removed  from  this  place  that  they  would  bo  pleased  to  send  some 
others  in  his  stead,  that  we  may  not  lie  altogether  naked  and  exposed 
to  tho  assaults  of  the  enemy. 

The  committee  being  unable  to  comply  with  this  request, 
several  of  the  inhabitants  signed  a petition,  of  which  the 
following  is  a copy,  under  date  of  July  1,  1776  : 

To  THE  HONORABLE  MEMBERS  OF  Tn  E PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS  CF  NEW 
YORK. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cherry  Valley,  Newtown- 
Martin,  and  Springlb  Id,  in  tk  ■ county  of  Tryon,  humldv  showe’h  : 
That  wo.  the  aforesaid  ii  habitants,  from  the  most  author. :'.c  intelli- 
gence wo  have  received  from  our  missionaries  and  In. bun  friends, 
learn  that  we  are  in  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  tbc  savages, 
our  enemies,  whom  we  understand  are  bribed  by  sir  John  Johnson 
und  Colonel  Butler  to  execute  the  same.  Know,  also,  honorable  gen- 


. . : ■ 


■ 


' 


16 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


tlcmcn,  that  the  spirit  of  our  inhabitants  has  been  such  for  the  Airr-ri- 
can  cau-o  that,  out  of  the  small  and  scattered  bounds  of  Cherry  Val- 
ley and  Newtown-Martin,  no  less  than  thirty-three  has  turned  out  for 
imincdiute  service,  and  good  of  their  country,  and  thereby  left  us  in 
a defenseless  condition.  We,  therefore,  your  humble  petitioners,  hum- 
bly pray  you  would  forthwith  take  this,  our  deplorable  and  distressed 
state  nnd  condition,  under  your  immediate  consideration,  and  medi- 
tate some  speody  relief  for  us  before  it  be  too  late,  especially  as  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  Old  England  district  and  I'nadilla  arc  daily  flying 
into  our  settlement,  so  that  we  shall  immediately,  in  all  appearance, 
become  nn  open,  defenseless,  and  unguarded  frontier,  ami  very  much 
exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  enemy,  especially  scalping-parties;  and 
arc  at  present  without  either  ammunition  or  men,  anyway  sufficient 
to  defend  ourselves;  and  unless  you,  gentlemen,  that  can  help  us, 
will  help  us,  by  sending  ammunition  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a suffi- 
cient number  of  men,  such  ns  you  may  think  proper,  to  guard  our 
frontiers,  we  must  expect  to  fall  victims  to  the  rage  and  fury  of  our 
merciless  enemies.  And,  therefore,  must  once  more  beg  you  may 
take  this,  our  deplorable  circumstances,  under  your  consideration,  and 
send  us  immediate  relief;  and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

This  petition,  signed  by  Samuel  Dunlop.  Samuel  ramp- 
bell,  James  Scott,  Robert  Wells,  James  Richey,  James 
Moore,  and  Samuel  Clyde,  was  granted,  and  a company  of 
rangers,  under  command  of  Capt.  Winn,  were  ordered 
stationed  at  the  place. 

Still  the  settlement  was  in  a defenseless  condition,  and  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  erect  a fortification.  The  house 
of  Colonel  Samuel  Campbell,  which  occupied  a commanding 
position  on  elevated  ground,  was  selected  for  the  fort,  and 
a strong  embankment  of  logs  and  earth  was  thrown  up, 
the  whole  inclosurc  embracing  the  house,  two  large  barns, 
and  two  block-houses  which  were  subsequently  erected. 

This  was  the  only  fortification  in  the  settlement  until 
1778,  when  a fort  was  built  by  the  direction  of  General 
, La  Fayette,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Colonel  Campbell 
and  Mr.  Wilson. 

An  incident  of  these  times  is  related  by  Judge  Campbell : 

“ As  all  the  exercises  and  sports  were  of  a military  na- 
ture, the  younger  boys,  in  imitation  of  their  elders,  formed 
themselves  into  a military  company.  Those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  military  evolutions  instructed  them . Armed 
with  wooden  guns,  they  paraded  with  all  the  pride  of 
soldiers. 

“ It  was  a fine,  pleasant  morning,  towards  the  latter  part  of 
May,  that  these  miniature  soldiers  sallied  out,  and  paraded 
upon  the  green  east  of  the  house.  That  morning  Brant, 
having  come  up  from  Oqungo  with  a party  of  his  men,  had 
posted  them  upon  the  hill  about  a mile  farther  east,  and, 
concealed  by  the  thick  woods  which  covered  it,  was  look- 
ing down  upon  the  little  fortification.  1 1 is  intention, 

as  afterwards  explained  by  a Tory  who  accompanied  him, 
was  to  make  an  attack  the  following  night,  and  either  to 
kill  or  carry  away  prisoners  some  of  the  principal  persons, 
and  especially  the  committee.  This  sagacious  warrior  was  i 
deceived  when  he  saw  this  little  company  of  boys.  Look- 
ing down  from  an  elevation,  and  the  view  being  obstructed 
by  the  trees,  he  supposed  them  to  he  men.  Turning  round  | 
to  his  followers,  ho  remarked,  ‘ Colonel  Campbell  has  trot  his  j 
house  well  guarded,  I perceive.’  During  the  dav  he  asccr-  ! 
tained  that  tl  to  inhabitants  were  in  garrison,  hut  that  no  j 
militia  or  soldiers  from  abroad  were  there.  Wishing  to  gain 
definite  information  as  to  the  force  and  the  preparations  for  ! 
defense,  he  moved  his  party  to  a place  near  the  main  road  1 


leading  to  the  Mohawk  river,  about  two  miles  to  the  north. 
Here  he  lay  in  wait  behind  a large  rock.  A short  distance 
from  this,  the  road  wound  along  near  the  top  of  a ledge  of 
rocks  forming  a precipice  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high. 
It  was  shaded  by  evergreens,  and  was  dark  even  at  mid-day. 

“ Its  wildness  was  increased  by  the  dashing  of  a small 
stream  which  fell  over  this  precipice,  called  by  the  Indians 
the  falls  of  the  Tekaharaica.  That  day,  Lieutenant  Worm- 
wood came  up  from  the  Mohawk  river,  and  informed  the 
garrison  that  Colonel  Klock  would  arrive  the  next  day  with  a 
part  of  his  regiment  of  militia.  It  was  almost  night  when 
he  started  to  return,  accompanied  by  Peter  Sitz.  the  bearer 
of  some  dispatches.  Throwing  down  his  portmanteau,  he 
mounted  his  horse,  saying  he  should  not  need  it  until  his 
return  on  the  morrow  with  his  company.  The  fine  personal 
appearance  of  this  young  officer,  who  was  clad  in  a rich 
suit  of  asli-colored  velvet,  attracted  much  attention  during 
liis  stay,  and  many  persons  remained  at  the  door  looking 
at  the  horsemen  until  they  were  hid  by  the  hill  over  which 
they  passed.  The  clattering  of  hoofs  had  scarcely  died 
away  upon  the  car  when  the  report  of  a volley  of  musketry 
was  heard.  Soon  after,  Wormwood’s  horse  returned ; the 
saddle  was  covered  with  blood,  which  excited  fears  as  to 
his  fate  but  too  well  founded.  A party  went  out  that 
evening,  but  could  make  no  discoveries.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  body  was  found  behind  the  rock  before  mentioned. 
They  had  arrived  near  the  rock,  when  they  were  hailed, 
and  ordered  to  stop;  disregarding  the  order,  they  put  spurs 
to  their  horses  and  endeavored  to  pass.  The  Indians  im- 
mediately fired.  Wormwood  was  wounded  and  fell  from 
his  horse,  when  Brant,  rushing  out,  tomahawked  him  with 
his  own  hand.” 

Though  Brant  was  considered  a merciless  savage,  and 
has  by  most  writers  been  stigmatized  as  a heartless  wretch, 
there  are  many  instances  on  record  where  he  conducted 
himself  in  a manner  entirely  at  variance  with  this  character. 
It  is  related  of  him  that  when  he  burned  Springfield,  in 
the  summer  of  1778,  he  gathered  together  the  women  and 
children  and  left  them  unharmed. 

Captain  McKean,  who  raised  the  first  company  of 
rangers  in  Cherry  Valley,  was  not  only  a good  soldier,  but 
enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  scout,  and 
often  penetrated  the  forest  in  search  of  the  Indians,  and 
was  very  instrumental  in  gaining  trustworthy  information 
of  their  movements.  While  Braut  was  at  Uuadilla,  Cap- 
tain McKean,  with  five  others,  was  dispatched  on  a scouting 
expedition,  and  during  this  scout  the  courageous  captain, 
becoming  incensed  at  Brant’s  predatory  warfare,  wrote 
him  a letter,  and  fastening  it  to  a stick  let!  it  in  the  trail. 
In  this  missive  he  spoke  of  him  in  nowise  flattering  terms, 
and  politely  informed  him  that  if  he  would  come  to  Cherry 
Valley  he  would  meet  him  single-handed,  and  change  him 
from  a Brant  to  a goose.  This  imprudent  challenge  of 
Captain  McKean’s  was  received  by  the  warrior,  as  i-  shown 
by  the  following,  which  is  a verbatim  copy  of  a letter  writ- 
ten bv  Brant  .-non  after  to  IVrcifer  Carr,  one  it  the  first 
settlers  in  the  present  town  of  Edmeston. 

Tcxapu.i.a,  July  9,  177S. 

Sn;, — I understand  by  the  Indians  that  was  at  your  bouse  last 
week,  that  one  Stuilh  lives  near  with  you,  has  little  more  corn  to 
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s;iarc.  I should  bo  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  be  so  kind  as 
to  try  to  got  as  inueh  corn  as  Smith  can  spare;  be  has  sent  me  five 
skipples  already,  of  which  I am  much  obliged  to  him,  and  I will  see 
him  paid,  and  would  be  very  glad  if  you  could  spare  one  or  two 
your  men  to  join  us,  especially  Elias.  I would  be  glad  to  see  him, 
ami  I wish  you  could  sent  mo  as  many  guns  you  have,  as  I know 
you  have  no  use  for  them,  if  you  any,  as  I mean  now  to  fight  the 
cruel  rebels  as  well  as  I can.  Whatever  you  will  able  to  seat'd  me, 
you  must  seat'd  by  the  hearer. 

I am  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  ser't, 

Joseth  Brandt. 

To  Mr.  Carr. 

P.8. — I board  that  Cherry  Valley  people  is  very  bold,  ami  intended 
to  make  nothing  of  us.  They  call  us  ir,'UI  ijcese,  but  I know  the  con- 
trary. Jos.  13. 

In  the  summer  of  177S,  Colonel  Icliabod  Alden,  with  a 
regiment  of  Continental  soldiers,  were  ordered  to  Cherry 
Valley,  and  took  command  of  the  fort.  Precautionary 
measures  were  at  once  adopted  for  the  safety  of  the  set- 
tlement, and  stockades  were  placed  around  the  church  by 
the  militia  and  rangers. 

In  October,  177S,  an  Indian  interpreter  and  agent  named 
Dean  informed  Major  Cochrane,  then  in  command  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  that  an  attack  was  intended  on  the  frontier  during 
the  coming  autumn.  This  intelligence  was  transmitted  to 
Colonel  Alden,  at  Cherry  Valley,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  letter : 

Sir, — W'e  were  just  now  been  informed  by  an  Oneida.  Indian  that 
yesterday  an  Onondmjn  Indian  arrived  at  their  castle,  from  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Susquehanna  called  the  Tioga.  That  he  was 
present  at  a great  meeting  of  Indians  and  Tories  at  that  place,  and 
their  result  was  to  attack  Cherry  Valley,  and  that  young  Butler  was 
to  head  the  Tories.  I send  you  this  information  that  you  may  be  on 
your  guard. 

This  admonitory  letter  was  duly  received  by  Colonel 
Alden,  as  shown  by  bis  reply, — 

Cherry  Valley,  Nov.  8,  1778. 

Sir. — Received  yours  of  the  6th  inst.  by  express,  informing  me  of 
the  intelligence  you  obtained  by  one  of  the  Oneida  Indians  of  a large 
body  of  the  enemy  who  were  eolleetcd  ou  the  Susquehanna,  and  were 
destined  to  attack  this  place.  I am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
information,  and  am, 

Sir,  your  a ery  humble  servant, 

IciTAiiOD  Alden. 

P.S. — General  Hand  is  now  here;  arrived  at  this  place  the  day 
before  yesterday;  will  return  soon  to  Albany. 

Naturally  enough,  this  intelligence  alarmed  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  they  requested  of  Colonel  Alden  permission  to 
remove  into  the  fort,  or  at  least  be  allowed  to  store  their 
property  there.  Colonel  Alden  assigned  various  reasons  for 
not  granting  their  rccpicsts.  He  thought  the  report  doubt- 
less unfounded,  and  reassured  them  by  stating  that  he 
would  keep  a strong  scouting  force  out.  Scouts  were  dis- 
patched iu  various  directions,  and  the  detachment  sent 
down  the  Susquehanna  exhibited  their  lack  of  knowledge 
of  Indian  warfare  by  kindling  a lire  on  the  night  of  the 
Oth  of  November,  and,  reposing  in  its  genial  warmth,  soon 
fell  asleep.  They  awoke  on  the  following  morning  to  find 
themselves  surrounded  and  captives  in  the  hands  of  the 
Indians. 

We  have  now  traced  the  movements  of  the  Indians  and 
Tories  in  this  vicinity  to  the  night  of  Nov.  10,  177S,  the 
eve  of  the  savage  butchery  which  has  gone  down  in  history 
as  the  “ Massacre  of  Cherry  Valley.” 

The  following  version  of  this  sacrifice  of  human  life  is 


given  by  lion.  William  W.  Campbell,  of  Cherry  Valley,  and 
is  the  most  authentic  narrative  of  the  massacre  ever  written  : 
“On  the  night  of  the  10th  the  enemy  encamped  on  the 
top  of  a hill  thickly  covered  with  evergreens,  about  a.  mile 
southwest  of  the  fort.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  the 
enemy  moved  from  his  encampment  toward  the  fort.  They 
had  learned  from  the  scout  which  they  had  taken  that  the 
officers  of  the  garrison  lodged  in  different  private  houses 
out  of  the  fort;  their  forces  were  so  disposed  that  a party 
should  surround  every  house  in  which  an  officer  lodged 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  while  the  main  body  would  attack 
the  fort.  During  the  night  the  snow  fell  several  inches. 
In  the  morning  it  turned  to  rain,  and  the  atmosphere  was 
\ thick  and  hazy.  The  whole  settlement  thought  themselves 
secure.  The  assurances  of  Colonel  Alden  had  in  a con- 
siderable degree"  quieted  their  fears.  Everything  favored 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  undiscovered.  Colonel  Alden 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Staeia,  with  a small  guard,  lodged 
at  Mr.  Wells’.  A Mr.  Humble  was  coming  up  that  morn- 
ing from  his  house,  several  miles  below,  ou  horseback  ; 
when  a short  distance  from  Mr.  Wells’  house  he  was  fired 
upon  and  wounded  by  the  Indians.  He  rode  in  great  haste 
to  inform  Colonel  Alden  of  their  approach,  and  then 
hastened  to  the  fort.  Still  incredulous,  and  believing  them 
to  be  only  a straggling  party,  he  ordered  the  guard  to  be 
called  iu.  The  delay  of  a few  minutes  gave  the  Indians 
time  to  arrive.  The  Rangers  had  stopped  to  examine  their 
firelocks,  the  powder  in  which  had  been  wet  with  the  rain. 
The  Indians,  improving  this  opportunity,  rushed  by.  The 
advance  body  was  composed  principally  of  Senecas,  at  that 
time  the  wildest  and  most  ferocious  of  the-  Six  Nations. 
Colonel  Alden  made  his  escape  from  the  house,  and  was 
pursued  down  the  hill  toward  the  fort  by  an  Indian.  When 
challenged  to  surrender  he  peremptorily  refused  so  to  do ; 
several  times  he  turned  round  and  snapped  his  pistol  at  the 
Indian.  The  latter,  after  pursuing  some  distance,  threw 
his  tomahawk  and  struck  him  on  the  head,  and  then , rush- 
ing up,  scalped  him.  He  thus ‘was  one  of  the  first  victims 
of  this  most  criminal  neglect  of  duty.’  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Staeia  was  taken  prisoner.  The  guard  were  all  killed  or 
taken. 

“ The  Senecas  who  first  arrived  at  the  house,  with  some 
Tories,  commenced  an  indiscriminate  massacre  of  the  family, 
and  before  the  Rangers  had  arrived  had  barbarously  mur- 
dered them  all,  including  Robert  Wells,  bis  mother  and 
| wife,  and  four  children,  his  brother  and  sister,  John  <md 
Jane,  with  three  domestics.  Of  this  interesting  and  e.xcel- 
! lent  family  not  one  escaped,  except  the  late  John  Wells,  of 
New  York  city.  II is  father  had  left  him  in  Schenectady 
j the  previous  summer  with  an  aunt,  that  he  might  attend 
; the  grammar  school  there.  lie  might  almost  have  ex- 
claimed, with  Logan,  that  not  a,drop  of  his  blood  ran  in 
the  veins  of  any  human  being;  or,  as  it  has  been  bcauti- 
| fully  expressed  by  Campbell  in  bis  ‘ Gertrude  of  W yoming,’ 

‘“They  left  of  all  my  trilie 
Nor  man.  nor  child,  nor  thing  ■ f living  1 iit!-. 

No:  not  tlm ‘log.  that  watched  my  household  In  nth, 
Escaped — that  morn' of  blood  upon  our  plains 
All  perished!  I alone  am  left  on  earth  ! 

To  whom  nor  relative  nor  l>1oo<l  remains. 

No!  not  n kin  Ire  l drop  that  runs  iu  human  veins.’ 
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“A  Tory  boasted  that  lie  killed  Mr.  Wells  while  at 
prayer.  The  melancholy  fate  of  Jane  Wells  deserves  a 
more  particular  notice.  She  was  a young  lady,  not  dis- 
tinguished for  her  personal  beauty,  but  endeared  to  her 
friends  by  her  amiable  disposition  and  her  Christian  chari- 
ties: one  ‘in  whom  the  friendless  found  a friend,’  and  to 
whom  the  poor  would  always  say,  ‘ God  speed  thee.’  She 
fled  from  the  house  to  a pile  of  wood  near  by,  behind 
which  she  endeavored  to  screen  herself.  Here  she  was 
pursued  by  an  Indian,  who,  as  be  approached,  deliberately 
wiped  his  bloody  knife  upon  bis  leggings,  and  then  placed 
it  in  its  sheath  ; then  drawing  his  tomahawk  he  seized  her 
by  the  arm.  She  possessed  some  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
language,  and  remonstrated  and  supplicated,  though  in 
vain,  l’eter  Smith,  a Tory,  who  had  formerly  been  a 
domestic  in  Mr.  Wells’  family,  now  interposed,  saying  she 
was  his  sister,  and  desiring  him  to  spare  her  life.  He 
shook  his  tomahawk  at  him  in  defiance,  and  then  turning 
round,  with  one  blow  smote  her  to  the  earth.  John  Wells, 
Esq.,  at  this  time  deceased,  and  the  father  of  Robert  Wells, 
had  been  one  of  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  Tryon  county; 
in  that  capacity,  and  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the  quorum, 
he  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with  Sir  William  Johnson 
and  family,  who  frequently  visited  at  his  house,  and  also 
with  Colonel  John  Butler,  likewise  a judge.  The  family 
were  not  active  for  or  against  the  country:  they  wished  to 
remain  neutral,  so  far  as  they  could,  in  such  turbulent 
times.  They  always  performed  military  duty,  when  called 
out  to  defend  the  country.  Colonel  John  Butler,  in  a con- 
versation relative  to  them,  remarked,  ‘ I would  have  gone 
miles  on  my  hands  and  knees  to  have  saved  that  family, 
, and  why  my  son  did  not  do  it  God  only  knows.’ 

“ Another  party  of  Indians  surrounded  the  house  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  whom  we  have  frequently  had  occa- 
sion to  mention  as  the  pioneer  in  education  in  western  New 
York.  Ills  wife  was  immediately  killed.  The  old  gentle- 
man and  his  daughter  were  preserved  by  Little  Aaron,  a 
chief  of  the  Oqvago  branch  of  the  J lohaicks.  Mrs.  Wells 
was  also  a daughter  of  Mr.  Dunlop.  Little  Aaron  led  him 
out  from  the  house,  tottering  with  age,  and  stood  beside 
him  to  protect  him.  An  Indian  passing  by  pulled  his  hat 
from  bis  head,  and  ran  away  with  it;  the  chief  pursued 
him  and  regained  it ; on  his  return,  another  Indian  had 
carried  away  his  wig.  The  rain  was  falling  upon  his  bare 
head,  while  his  whole  system  shook  like  an  aspen  under 
the  combined  influence  of  age,  fear,  and  cold.  He  was 
released  a few  days  after,  but  the  shock  was  too  violent ; he 
died  about  a year  after.  His  death  was  hastened  by  his  mis- 
fortunes, though  he  could  have  borne  up  but  a few  years 
longer  under  the  increasing  infirmities  of  old  age.  A Mr. 
Mitchell,  who  was  in  his  field,  beheld  a party  of  Indians 
approaching;  he  could  not  gain  his  house,  and  was  obliged 
to  flee  to  the  woods.  Here  ho  eluded  pursuit  and  escaped. 
A melancholy  spectacle  presented  itself  on  his  return;  it 
was  the  corpses  of  his  wife  and  four  children.  Ilis  house 
had  been  plundered  and  set  on  fire.  He  extinguished  the 
fire,  and,  by  examination,  found  life  still  existing  in  one  of 
bis  children,  a little  girl  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age.  Ho 
raised  her  up  and  placed  her  in  the  door,  and  was  bending 
over  her  when  he  saw  another  party  approaching.  He  had 


barely  time  to  hide  himself  behind  a log  fence  near  by 
before  they  were  at  the  house.  From  this  hiding-place  he 
beheld  an  infamous  Tory,  by  the  name  of  Newbury,  ex- 
tinguish the  little  spark  of  life  which  remained  in  his  child 
with  a single  blow  of  his  hatchet.  The  next  day,  without 
a single  human  being  to  assist  him,  he  carried  the  remains 
of  his  family  down  to  the  fort  on  a sled,  and  there  the 
soldiers  aided  him  in  depositing  them  in  a common  grave. 
Retributive  justice  sometimes  follows  close  upon  the  heels 
of  crime.  This  Tory  was  arrested  as  a spy  the  following 
summer  by  order  of  General  James  Clinton,  when  he  lay 
with  his  army  at  Canajoharie',  on  the  Mohawk  river.  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  called  to  prove  this  act.-  He  was  found  guilty 
by  a court-martial,  and,  with  a companion,  suffered  an  igno- 
minious death. 

“ The  party  which  surrounded  the  house  of  Colonel 
Campbell  took  Mrs.  Campbell*  and  four  children  prisoners. 
Mr.  Campbell  was  absent  from  home,  but  hastened  there 
on  the  first  alarm,  which  was  a cannon  fired  at  the  fort. 
He  arrived  only  in  time  to  witness  the  destruction  of  his 
property,  and  not  even  to  learn  the  fate  of  his  family ; 
their  lives  were  spared,  but  spared  for  a long  and  dreadful 
captivity.  Many  others  were  killed  ; some  few  escaped  to 
the  Mohawk  river,  and  the  remainder  were  made  prisoners. 
Thirty-two  of  the  inhabitants,  principally  women  and  chil- 
dren, were  killed,  and  sixteen  Continental  soldiers.  The 
terror  of  the  scene  was  increased  by  the  conflagration  of 
all  the  houses  and  outhouses  in  the  settlement ; the  barns 
were,  many  of  them,  filled  with  hay  and  grain.  He  who 
fled  to  the  mountains  saw,  as  he  looked  back,  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  home  and  his  little  all  which  he  had  labored  for 
years  to  accumulate. 

“ When  the  enemy  approached,  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th,  Mrs.  Clyde,  the  wife  of  Colonel  Clyde,  collecting  to- 
gether her  children,  fled  into  the  woods.  During  that  day 
and  the  following  night  she  lay  with  her  children,  one  of 
whom  was  an  infant,  gathered  around  her,  and  concealed 
under  a large  log.  As  we  have  before  mentioned,  it  was  a 
cold,  rainy  day,  and  the  storm  continued  through  the  night. 
She  could  hear  the  yells  of  the  savages  as  they  triumphed 
in  their  work  of  death ; several  of  them  passed  near  where 
she  lay,  and  one  so  near  that  the  butt  of  bis  gun  trailed 
upon  the  log  which  covered  her.  At  the  intercession  of 
her  husband,  who  was  in  the  fort,  a party  sallied  out  the 
following  morning,  and,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  brought 
her  and  her  children  into  the  fort ; they  were  drenched  with 
rain  and  stiffened  with  the  cold,  but  they  all  survived. 
Mrs.  Clyde  at  the  time  of  her  flight  had  missed  her  eldest 
daughter,  about  ten  years  of  age,  and  supposed  she  had 
gained  the  fort ; when  she  arrived  at  the  fort  on  the  morning 
of  the  12th  this  daughter  appeared  in  the  neighboring  field. 
When  she  saw  the  sentinels,  who  had  wrapped  themselves 
in  blankets,  she  supposed  them  to  be  Indians,  and  again  fled 
to  the  woods ; she  was  followed  and  brought  back  to  the 
anxious  mother.  When  fleeing  from  the  housi  site  had 
separated  from  the  la  st  of  the  laniily.  and  had  lain  couvea’cd 
alone  until  her  appearance  in  the  field.  1 h s'il;  riue'  ot 

$ She  >v:i«  subsequently  exchanged,  and,  in  17^1,  returned  to 
Cherry  Valley. 
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such  u child  in  such  a night,  thinly  clad,  alone  in  the  woods, 
must  have  been  of  the  most  excruciating  nature. 

“Some  generous  acts  were  performed  by  Brant,  which, 
in  justice  to  him,  ought  to  be  mentioned.  On  the  day  of 
the  massacre,  he  inquired  of  some  of  the  prisoners  where 
his  friend,  Captain  McKean,  was.  They  informed  him 
that  he  had  probably  gone  to  the  Mohawk  river  with  his 
family. 

“‘He  sent  me  a challenge  once,’  said  Brant;  ‘I  have 
now  come  to  accept  it.  He  is  a fine  soldier  thus  to  retreat.’ 

“They  answered,  ‘ Captain  McKean  would  not  turn  his 
back  upon  an  enemy  when  there  was  any  probability  of 
success.’ 

“ 1 1 know  it.  He  is  a brave  man,  and  I would  have 
given  more  to  have  taken  him  than  any  other  man  in 
Cherry  Valley;  but  I would  not  have  hurt  a hair  of  his 
head.’ 

“ In  a house  which  he  entered  ho  found  a woman  en- 
gaged in  her  usual  business.  ‘ Arc  you  thus  engaged  while 
your  neighbors  are  murdered  around  you?’  said  Brant. 

“ ‘ We  are  king’s  people,’  she  replied. 

“‘That  plea  will  not  avail  you  today,’  he  answered. 
‘ They  have  murdered  Mr.  Wells’  family,  who  were  as  dear 
to  me  as  my  own.’ 

“ ‘ There  is  one  Joseph  Brant : if  he  is  with  the  Indians, 
he  will  save  us.’ 

“ ‘ I am  Joseph  Brant,  but  I have  not  the  command,  and 
I know  not  that  I can  save  you  ; but  I will  do  what  is  in 
my  power.’ 

“ While  they  were  speaking  several  Scnccas  were  ob- 
served approaching  the  house. 

“‘Get  into  bed  and  feign  yourself  sick,’  said  Brant, 
hastily. 

“ When  the  Senecas  came  in  he  told  them  there  were 
no  persons  there  but  a sick  woman  and  her  children,  and 
besought  them  to  leave  the  house,  which  they  accordingly 
did.  As  soon  as  they  were  out  of  sight  Brant  went  tq  the 
end  of  the  house  and  gave  a long,  shrill  yell ; soon  after,  a 
small  band  of  Moliawlcs  were  seen  crossing  the  adjoining 
field  with  great  speed.  As  they  came  up  he  inquired, 
‘ Where  is  your  paint  ? Here,  put  my  mark  upon  this  woman 
and  her  children.’  As  soon  as  it  was  done  he  added,  ‘ You 
are  now  probably  safe.’ 

“This  was  a general  custom;  each  tribe  had  its  mark 
by  which  they  and  their  prisoners  were  designated.  Most 
of  the  other  prisoners  were  thus  marked.  It  was  an  evi- 
dence that  they  were  taken  or  claimed  by  some  particular 
tribe  or  individual,  and  woe  to  that  person  upon  whom  no 
captor  had  put  its  mark  ! 

“ Brant,  jealous  of  his  character,  always  said  that  in  the 
councils  he  had  urged  the  Indians  to  be  humane,  and  not 
to  injure  the  women  and  children.  When  he  had  the  ex- 
clusive command  this  was  in  some  degree  effected.  Coloucl 
Butler  alleged  that  Brant  secretly  incited  the  Indians 
in  this  massacre  in  order  to  stigmatize  his  son,  who  had 
superseded  him  in  command.  Others  said  that  he  was 
humane  in  order  to  contrast  his  own  conduct  with  that 
of  Walter  Butler.  Brant  stoutly  denied  both  charges, 
and  appealed  to  his  conduct  in  Springfield  and  other 
places.” 


C H A P T E R V I. 

SULLIVAN  AND  CLINTON’S  CAMPAIGN. 

Sullivan  leaves  Camp — Arrives  at  Tio^a — Krccts  “ Fort  Sullivan” — 
Clinton  moves  up  the  Mohawk — Reaches  the  Present  Site  of 
Coopcrstown  via  Otsego  Lake — Encamps — Builds  Dam — Floats 
down  the  Susquehanna — Savages  Terror-Stricken — Joins  Sullivan 
at  Tioga — Forward  Movements  — Battle  of  Xewtown — Enemy  De- 
feated— “Sullivan's  March” — Villages  Burned  and  Cornfields 
Destroyed. 

“ Go  seek  the  covert  of  the  savage  foe. 

Disperse  them  at  thy  weal  or  woe.” 

The  frequent  recurrence  of  these  troubles  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  chapter  brought  upon  the  Indians  the  ven- 
geance of  Washington,  who  determined  to  visit  them  with 
retributive  justice. 

In  the  year  1779  an  expedition  under  Generals  Sullivan 
and  Clinton  was  planned,  the  command  of  which  was  given 
to  the  former,  with  explicit  instructions  to  devastate  the 
Indian  country,  and  to  spare  none.  It  was  a severe  course, 
and  at  this  remote  period  seemingly  inhuman,  but  the  only 
one  that  could  serve  to  bring  a speedy  close  to  the  sacrifice 
of  human  lives  in  the  border  settlements.  Sullivan  and 
Clinton  lost  no  time  in  marching  northward.  General  Sul- 
livan left  his  camp  on  the  Hudson  May  1,  1779,  and  on  the 
24th  day  of  the  following  month  arrived  at  Wyoming, 
where  he  remained  until  July  31,  when  he  continued  his 
march,  arriving  at  Tioga  on  Aug.  11.  He  threw  up  a 
fortification  at  this  point  called  “ Fort  Sullivan,”  and  re- 
mained here  until  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  under 
command  of  General  Clinton. 

Clinton  in  the  mean  time  was  making  his  way  up  the 
Mohawk,  with  the  1st  and  3d  New  York  regiments.  Upon 
arriving  at  Canajoharie  he  made  a successful  raid  into  the 
country  of  the  Onondaga  Indians,  and  then  commenced  his 
march  from  Canajoharie  to  the  head  of  Otsego  lake,  a dis- 
tance of  about  twenty  miles.  This  overland  march  through 
an  almost  impassable  forest  was  accomplished  with  much 
difficulty,  and  midsummer  had  arrived  when  the  boats  were 
launched  on  the  clear  waters  of  Otsego  lake,  and  the  little 
band  of  soldiers  moved  over  its  placid  surface  which  had 
but  lately  been  dotted  with  the  birchen  canoe  of  the  savage, 
and  along  its  shores  where  the  echo  of  the  war-whoop  had 
scarcely  died  away. 

General  Clinton,  upon  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  en- 
camped on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Cooperstown, 
where  he  remained  several  weeks  awaiting  the  movements 
of  Sullivan.  lie  soon  discovered  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  prevailing  drought,  his  boats  could  not  be  floated  down 
the  river,  and  with  his  characteristic  forethought  performed 
an  engineering  feat  clearly  illustrative  of  the  ingenuity  of 
man,  and  that  rendered  him  substantial  service. 

He  constructed  a dam  at  the  outlet  of  the  Susquehanna, 
and  when  sufficiently  filled  with  water  he  launched  his  boats, 
and,  removing  the  obstruction,  floated  down  on  its  swollen 
flood.  The  Indians,  witnessing  the  rapid  rise  of  the  river, 
fled  in  terror  to  the  adjacent  forests,  believing  it  to  be  nti 
intervention  of  the  Great  Spirit  in  behalf  of  the  “pale 
face.”* 

* Remains  of  this  <lam  were  plainly  to  bo  scon  many  years  after- 
ward, and  the  Inst  lo;j  was  removed  at  a celebration  held  at  Coopers- 
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General  Clinton  joined  the  main  army  at  Tioga  on  the 
22il  day  of  August.  Tlie  entire  command  consisted  of  four 
brigades  of  infantry,  one  company  of  artillery,  and  a corps 
of  riflemen,  numbering  in  all  about  four  thousand  men. 

The  Indians  were  aware  of  the  movements  of  Sullivan, 
and  strongly  fortifying  themselves  at  Newtown,  now  El- 
mira, awaiting  the  coming  of  the  whites.  The  Tories  were 
well  disciplined  and  under  the  command  of  Butler,  while 
at  the  head  of  the  savage  clans  was  Joseph  Brant,  Ihayen- 
( lanegea,  the  foremost  Indian  warrior  of  his  day,  whose 
savage  barbarity  and  courage  has  passed  into  history  with- 
out a parallel  in  Indian  annals.  Brant  thought  it  impos- 
sible, in  consequence  of  the  dense  wilderness,  that  an  army 
embracing  any  considerable  number  of  men  could  penetrate 
into  their  country,  and  conceived  it  an  easy  task  to  repulse 
the  invaders  and  re-enact  upon  them  the  scenes  of  Wyo- 
ming and  Cherry  Valley.  The  29th  day  of  August,  1779, 
served  to  dispel  that  ill-conceived  idea,  when  General  Sullivan 
witli  his  entire  force  appeared  in  front  of  the  intrcnchments. 
The  Americans  lost  no  time,  but  immediately  opened  a 
deadly  tire.  The  recollections  of  Wyoming  and  Cherry 
Valley  were  still  fresh  in  their  minds,  and  the  scenes  of 
those  nights  of  carnage  rose  spectral-like  before  their  vis- 
ion, and,  actuated  by  a spirit  of  revenge,  they  rushed  upon 
the  foe;  volley  after  volley  was  poured  into  the  fort,  and 
their  fire  was  returned  with  energy.  Brant,  with  his  char- 
acteristic bravery,  rallied  his  dusky  legion  again  and  again, 
as  they  fell  back  before  the  unerring  fire  of  the  whites. 

After  a fierce  conflict,  lasting  two  hours,  the  Indians  and 
Tories,  perceiving  that  they  were  likely  to  be  annihilated, 
broke  and  fled  in  great  confusion. 

John  Salmon,  who  belonged  to  the  expedition,  and  gave 
an  account  of  it  to  the  author  of  the  “ Life  of  Mary  Jemi- 
son,”  in  speaking  of  the  battle  of  Neictcncn,  says,  “ This 
was  the  only  regular  stand  made  by  the  Indians.  In  their 
retreat  they  were  pursued  by  our  men  to  the  Narrows,  where 
they  wore  attacked  and  killed  in  great  numbers,  so  that  the 
sides  of  the  rocks  next  the  river  looked  as  if  blood  had  been 
poured  on  them  by  pailfuls.” 

The  Indians  left  their  dead  upon  the  field,  and,  gather- 
ing the  women  and  children,  fled  before  the  pursuing  foe 
northward  toward  Seneca  lake.  The  army  of  Generals  Sul- 
livan and  Clinton  followed  hard  upon  the  retreating  form 
of  the  red  brother.  The  Indians  fled  before  the  thunder 
of  his  artillery  like  leaves  before  the  whirlwind.  At 
Knawaholee  twenty  cabins  and  a large  field  of  corn  were 
destroyed.  Queen  Catherine  Montour  (at  Havana)  fled 
from  her  lodge,  never  to  return.  lie  passed  down  on  the 
eSst  side  of  Seneca  lake,  burning  villages  and  destroying 
cornfields.  At  Kanadesaga,  the  capital  of  the  Senecas,  a 
contest  was  expected,  but  the  poor  savages,  who  had  wit- 
nessed with  sinking  hopes  the  destruction  of  their  homes 
and  their  food  for  the  coming  winter,  became  entirely  dis- 
organized, and  offered  no  resistance  whatever  to  the  invaders, 
who  pursued  their  course  to  “ Big  Tree”  (now  Geneseo), 
devastation  and  ruin  marking  their  pathway,  lie  swept  the 

town,  October  2fi,  1825,  while  the  booming  cannon  from  IhifT.il'*  to 
Albany  were  proclaiming  to  the  people  of  tfiis  great  State  t hat  Ucncral 
DeAVitt  Clinton  had  commenced  the  passage  from  lJullalo  to  Albany 


IndianX  country  as  it  were  with  a besom  of  destruction, 
burned  forty  villages,  and  destroyed  more  than  four  hundred 
thousand iwishels  of  corn.  From  “ Big  Tree”  Sullivan  re- 
traced his  line  of  march,  and  upon  his  arrival  at  Kanade- 
saga (Geneva)  he  dispatched  Colonel  Dearborn  with  a de- 
tachment of  riflemen  to  the  village  of  the  Cayngas,  located 
in  what  is  now  Seneca  county,  on  the  west  shore  of  Cayuga 
lake,  where  he  visited  upon  them  the  same  penalty  so  re- 
cently dealt  to  the  Senecas.  The  penalty  inflicted  upon 
the  Cayngas  and  Senecas  by  Sullivan  was  severe,  but 
served  well  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  It 
ended  the  border  wars,  and  the  Indians  never  again  at- 
tempted a reoccupation  of  the  country.  They  returned 
only  as  erratic  bands,  to  attend  treaties. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

EXTINCTION  OP  INDIAN  TITLE. 

The  Iroquois  Deserted  by  the  English — Deplorable  Condition— Inter- 
cession of  Washington,  Clinton,  and  Schuyler — State  Commission- 
ers Appointed — United  States  Commissioners  Appointed — The 
First  Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Iroquois — “Fort 
Stanwix” — The  First  Treaty  between  New  York  and  the  Iroquois 
— “ Fort  Herkimer” — Subsequent  Treaties — Conflicting  Claims  to 
Territory — The  Hartford  Arbitration. 

The  unfortunate  alliance  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  Brit- 
ish crown  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution  tended  in  no- 
wise to  benefit  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  close  of  the 
war  left  them  with  no  protectors  save  those  against  whom 
they  had  waged,  through  eight  dreary  years,  the  relentless 
border  warfare,  as  England,  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace 
with  the  colonists,  made  no  provision  whatever  for  her 
dusky  allies.  It  was  admitted  by  the  State  that  the  title 
to  the  land  was  originally  vested  in  the  Indian,  hut  many, 
still  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  barbarities  perpetrated 
by  the  savage,  urged  that  their  lands  be  held  forfeit,  as 
those  of  a conquered  foe.  At  one  time  this  was  the  spirit 
that  animated  the  law-makers  of  the  State  ; and,  but  for 
the  timely  and  earnest  intervention  of  Clinton,  Washington, 
and  Schuyler,  they  would  have  been  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  title  of  their  lands  without  a single  treaty.  The  inter- 
cession of  Clinton  with  the  State,  and  Washington  with  the 
authorities  of  the  general  government,  succeeded  in  effecting 
a wiser  and  more  humane  policy. 

In  April,  178-1,  by  act  of  the  legislature  of  New  York, 
the  governor  and  a board  of  commissioners  were  constituted 
superintendents  of  Indian  affairs.  The  board  was  consti- 
tuted as  follows:  George  Clinton,  governor.  Abram  Cuvier, 
Peter  Schuyler,  Henry  Glen.  Philip  Schuyler.  Robert 
Yates,  Abram  Ten  Broock,  A.  Yates,  Jr,  I*.  M.  Xates. 
John  J.  Beckman,  Mathew  Visehcr,  and  General  Ganse- 
voort.  To  render  the  hoard  more  efficient  they  associated 
with  them  the  Rev.  Wm.  Kirkland,  Peter  Rycknian.  Jacob 
Reed,  James  Reed.  James  Deane,  Major  Fonda.  Colonel 
Wemple,  Major  Fry,  and  Colonel  X an  Dyke,  all  of  whom 
were  familial'  with  the  customs  and  habits  of  tin:  Indians. 
In  the  mean  time  the  United  States  government  had  also 
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tlic  Iroquois  for  lands  bordering  upon  Now  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania,  and  Oliio.  This  board  consisted  of  Oliver  Wolcott, 
Richard  Butler,  and  Arthur  Lee.  Serious  complications 
immediately  arose  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  boards 
of  commissioners.  Governor  Clinton,  with  his  characteristic 
energy,  endeavored,  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  17S4, 
to  effect  a treaty,  but  found  them  generally  adverse  to  treat- 
ing with  a State,  but  acknowledging  their  willingness  to 
meet  the  “ Thirteen  Fires.”  Both  the  State  and  the 
United  States  commissioners  designated  Fort  Stanwix  as 
the  council  ground,  and  on  (Jet.  22,  1 7 ST.  the  first  treaty 
of  the  United  States  was  effected.  By  the  terms  of  this 
treaty  the  government  guaranteed  protection  to  the  Iroquois , 
and  they,  in  turn,  surrendered  their  captives. 

Governor  Clinton  soon  after  succeeded  in  convening  the 
Oneulas  and  Tiiscaroras,  and  in  June,  1735,  the  first 
treaty  was  held  between  this  tribe  and  New  York,  at  Fort 
Herkimer.  By  the  terms  of  this  treaty  they  ceded  all 
that  territory  lying  between  Unadilla  and  Chenango  rivers, 
south  of  a line  drawn  through  these  streams,  and  extending 
to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of 
§11,500.  The  Oneulas  subsequently  ceded  to  the  State 
the  remainder  of  their  territory,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  reservation,  reserving  to  themselves,  however,  the 
right  of  hunting  and  fishing.  The  price  paid  for  this  ter- 
ritory was  §5500,  together  with  an  annual  annuity  of  §000 
for  ever: 

On  Sept.  12,  17S8,  at  a treaty  held  at  Fort  Schuyler, 
the  Onondngas  disposed  of  all  their  lands  within  the  bound- 
aries, receiving  in  consideration  one  thousand  French  crowns 
in  cash,  together  with  clothing  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
§500,  and  an  agreement  by  the  terms  of  which  they  were 
to  receive  forever  a yearly  stipend  of  §500. 

Feb.  25, 17S9,  a treaty  was  concluded  at  Albany  between 
the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Cayuga  tribe,  the  Indians 
ceding  all  their  possessions  to  the  State,  reserving  a tract 
embracing  one  hundred  square  miles,  located  on  either  side 
of  Cayuga  lake,  within  the  present  counties  of  Cayuga  and 
Seneca.  The  consideration  paid  by  the  State  was  §2125, 
and  an  annual  annuity  to  their  posterity  forever  of  §500. 
The  State  was  prompt  to  treat  with  the  Indians  whenever 
they  desired  to  part  with  their  possessions,  and  one  treaty 
followed  another  in  quick  succession,  and  1790  dawns  to 
find  the  title  to  their  fertile  lands  within  New  York  extin- 
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guished  with  the  exception  of  the  reservations,  their  numbers 
greatly  lessened,  and  their  warlike  prowess  gone.  They  were 
crowded  on  and  on  toward  the  setting  sun,  not  by  the 
bayonet  of  the  white,  but  by  civilization,  a power  at  once 
friendly  but  as  irresistible  as  the  march  of  time. 

To  the  lasting  honor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  is 
proper  to  remark  that  she  has  earnestly  endeavored  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  remnants  of  the  tribes  within  her 
borders,  by  teaching  them  the  art  of  husbandry  and  fur- 
nishing them  religious  and  educational  instructors.  It  lias, 
however,  except  in  a few  instances,  practically  wrought  no 
beneficial  results.  The  Indians  have  become  demoralized 
by  contact  with  the  whites,  and  the  fragments  of  the  once  j 
grand  league  of  Iroquois  arc  eking  out  a miserable  exist-  i 
cnce. 

In  the  year  1G20  the  king  of  Great  Britain  granted  to  ' 


an  organization  known  as  the  Plymouth  company  a tract 
of  land  denominated  New  England,  extending  several  de- 
grees north  and  south,  and  reaching  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific.  Eight  years  after,  Charles  I.  granted  a charter 
for  a portion  of  this  territory,  which  was  vacated  in  1G84, 
and  a second  charter  granted  by  William  and  Mary  in  1091. 
The  territory  embraced  within  the  boundaries  designated  by 
this  charter  extended  from  north  latitude  -12°  21  to  north 
latitude  44°  15',  and  from  ocean  to  ocean.  In  the  year 
1003,  Charles  I.  granted  to  the  Puke  of  York  and  Albany 
the  province  of  New  York,  including  the  present  State  of 
New  Jersey,  and  extending,  from  a line  twenty  miles  east 
of  the  Hudson  river,  westward  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  The 
boundaries  of  this  tract  were  very  indefinite,  and  when 
each  of  the  colonies,  afterwards  States,  laid  claim  to  the 
same  territory  a collision  arose,  which  at  one  time  wore  a 
serious  and  threatening  aspect. 

New  York  in  1781,  and  Massachusetts  in  1785,  ceded  to 
tire  United  States  a large  tract  of  territory,  thereby  greatly 
diminishing  the  original  amount  in  controversy,  but  still 
left  about  19,000  square  miles  of  territory  yet  in  dispute. 

This  controversy  was  amicably  settled  by  commissioners 
assembled  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  Dec.  10,  1780.  By  the 
terms  of  the  arbitrament,  Massachusetts  confirmed  to  New 
York  the  sovereignty  and  right  of  jurisdiction  of  the  soil 
lying  west  of  the  east  boundary  of  New  York,  while  to 
Massachusetts  was  ceded  the  property  of  the  soil,  or  the 
right  of  the  pre-emption  of  the  soil  from  the  natives.  This 
compact  embraced  that  part  of  the  State  lying  west  of  a 
line  running  north  from  the  “eighty-second”  mile-stone,  on 
the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
through  Seneca  lake  to  Sodus  bay.  This  line  is  known  as 
the  “Old  Pre-emption  Line.” 


CHART  E R VIII. 

THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  REVOLUTION-INFLUX  OF 
SETTLERS. 

Sullivan’s  and  Clinton’s  Return — Glowing  Description  of  the  Country 
— Pioneer  Movements — Settlements  Westward. 

Upon  the  return  of  Generals  Sullivan  and  Clinton  from 
this  memorable  campaign,  they  gave  such  glowing  descrip- 
tion of  the  country  through  which  they  had  passed,  that 
the  smoke  had  scarcely  lifted  from  the  burning  villages 
marking  their  pathway  of  desolation,  ore  the  white  se  ttler 
might  have  beeu  seen  threading  his  way  into  the  wilderness, 
anxious  to  rear  his  home  in  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Iroquois. 

John  Doolittle,  of  Connecticut,  was  the  first  settler  in 
Broome  county,  lie  located  in  the  Oquago  valley,  now 
Windsor,  in  1785.  He  was  followed  in  the  same  year  by 
James  McMaster,  who  proceeded  up  the  Susquehanna,  and 
located  on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Ovego.  Tioga 
county. 

The  pioneer  of  Binghamton  was  Capt.  Joseph  !.•  uard, 
who  settled  in  1787. 

Ithaca  Flats  were  first  settled  by  Peter  Ilinepow,  Jacob 
Yaplo,  and  Isaac  Dumond,  in  1789. 
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The  first  log  cabin  on  the  site  of  the  present  flourishing 
city  of  Elmira  was  erected  by  Col.  John  Ilendy,  in  1788. 
Col.  Heady  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  became 
acquainted  with  the  locality  while  serving  under  General 
Sullivan. 

The  first  settler  within  the  limits  of  the  present  county 
of  Oneida  was  Hon.  Hugh  White,  who  located  at  Whites- 
town,  now  a suburb  of  Utica,  in  17S4.  The  tide  of  emi- 
gration rolled  westward,  and  two  years  after  the  location  of 
Mr.  White,  Ephraim  Webster,  a native  of  New  Hampshire, 
settled  in  Onondaga  county. 

In  1793  the  first  cabin  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
present  city  of  Auburn,  by  Colonel  John  L.  Hardenburg, 
and  the  place  was  known  as  “ Hardenburg’s  Corners”  until 
1800. 

Canandaigua  received  its  first  white  settler  in  17S9.  This 
pioneer  was  Oliver  Phelps,  of  honored  memory,  who  opened 
the  first  land-office  for  the  regular  sale  of  land  to  settlers  in 
America.  x 

Geneva  was  settled  in  17S7,  and  in  1792  the  celebrated 
Captain  Williamson  located  at  Bath,  Steuben  county.  The 
Holland  land  company  effected  their  purchase  of  Robert 
Morris  in  1793,  and  in  the  year  1S00  the  first  settlement 
was  made  at  Batavia,  by  Abel  Rowe,  who  came  in  under 
the  auspices  of  Joseph  Elliott,  the  first  land-agent  of  the 
Holland  estate. 

The  Wadsworths  located-  at  “ Big  Tree,”  now  Gencseo, 

in  1790. 

The  settlement  of  Buffalo  was  not  commenced  until  about 
1794;  and  there  still  resides  in  Rochester  Mr.  Edwin 
Scrantom,  who,  in  1810,  lived  in  a log  dwelling  which  oc- 
cupied the  site  of  the  Powers  block,  when  only  three  rude 
huts  stood  where  now  is  located  the  flourishing  city  of 
85,000  inhabitants.  (See  township  histories  for  details  of 
early  settlements  in  Otsego  County.) 


CHAPTER  IX. 

EARLY  CUSTOMS. 

“Logging”  and  “ Husking-Bees” — Spinning  Bees — Tea  and  Gos- 
sip— Pioneer  Toilets — Chintz  Dresses — P.aisings — Wrestling — 
Amusing  Incident:  Judge  Cooper  and  Timothy  Morse — "Home- 
spun” — Picking  the  Wool — “ Breaking” — Weaving — Pioneer 

Mill — The  Mortar,  Pestle,  and  Spring-Pole. 

To  trace  the  movements  of  the  first  settlers  of  a State  or 
country  and  place  before  the  reader  a glimpse  of  their 
character  and  customs  is  oftentimes  to  record  a series  of 
Hardships  and  privations,  which  to  the  present  generation 
seem  incredible.  The  pioneers  of  Otsego  were  no  excep- 
tions. They  encountered  the  privations  incident  to  the 
settlement  of  a new  country,  and  succeeded  in  subduing 
the  forest  and  securing  for  themselves  pleasant  homes. 

Though  their  modes  of  life  were  different  and  the  primi- 
tive state  ol  the  country  debarred  them  of  many  of  the 
“conveniences  ot  life,”  the  pioneers,  as  a class, were  hardy, 
and  the  rude  sports  of  “ ye  olden  time,”  with  the  various 
“logging-bees,"  “ husking-becs,"  etc.,  were  entered  into 
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“ husking-bee”  afforded  far  more  enjoyment  to  them  than 
the  waltz  or  the  “ German”  to  the  modern  belle. 

A “spinning-bee”  brought  together  the  ladies  for  miles 
around.  The  cards  of  invitation  issued  consisted  of  a 
small  quantity  of  wool  or  flax,  which  w.os  distributed 
among  the  invited  guests,  and  the  day  designated  when 
they  should  bring  in  the  yarn.  When  the  day  mentioned 
arrived  the  yarn  was  returned,  tea  was  drank,  and  the 
doings  of  the  neighborhood  “ talked  over”  in  a truly 
feminine  style. 

Ladies  in  those  days  were  resolute  and  fearless,  and  it 
was  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  them  to  meet  a bear 
while  passing  from  neighbor  to  neighbor,  but  this  did  not 
in  the  least  deter  them  from  their  visits. 

The  toilet  was  plain,  and  but  little  time  was  consumed 
in  arranging  the  entire  dress.  Dame  Fashion  was  served 
by  menials  then,  as  well  as  now,  although  her  behests  were 
less  severe.  She  who  wore  a black  skirt,  and  white  or 
calico  short  gown,  with  occasionally  a chintz  dress,  was 
considered  in  the  height  of  fashion.  The  head-dress  was 
a bonnet.  High-heeled  shoes  were  sometimes  worn,  which 
were  adorned  by  a small  buckle.  These,  however,  were 
not  easily  obtained,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  occurrence  to 
see  both  single  and  married  ladies  wending  their  way  bare- 
foot, with  shoes  and  stockings  in  their  hands,  to  avoid  Soil- 
ing them  by  mud,  putting  them  ou  before  entering  the 
house. 

The  “ raising”  of  a building  was  sure  to  entail  a vast 
amount  of  sport,  and  on  these  occasions  journeys  of  miles 
were  made  by  the  settlers  to  assist  a neighbor.  During 
the  raising  of  the  building  whisky  was  dispensed  freely, 
and  after  the  work  was  completed  the  party  collected,  when 
the  last  driuk  was  taken,  and  then  the  sport  commenced. 
It  usually  consisted  in  wrestling.  A ring  was  formed,  and 
frequently  the  amusement  began  with  the  boys,  the  men 
being  spectators.  The  boy  thrown  would  bring  in  one  to 
try  his  strength  with  the  victor,  and  thus  the  sport  was 
continued  until  the  whole  company  had  wrestled. 

These  wrestling  matches  were  a popular  pastime,  and  the 
trials  of  strength  were  not  confined  to  the  youth  and  early 
manhood.  Those  advanced  in  years  were  often  seen  with- 
in the  “ ring,”  and  many  a young  athlete  was  borne  to  the 
ground  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  patriarchs  of  the  settle- 
ment. 

Judge  William  Cooper  was  a muscular  and  finely-de- 
veloped man.  lie  was  interested  in  the  sports  of  the  day, 
and  as  a wrestler  was  considered  champion  of  the  settle- 
ment. lie  at  last,  however,  found  a “ foemau  worthy  of 
his  steel." 

A number  of  the  settlers  had  congregated  at  Griffin’s 
tavern  in  Cooperstown,  and  a wrestling  match  was  finally 
gotten  up  in  front  of  the  hotel,  where  the  ring  wa>  formed, 
and  the  contestants  matched  for  the  trial  of  strength. 
Judge  Cooper  was  present,  and  after  witnessing  the  sport  a 
few  moments  said, — 

“ I am  a wrestler  myself,  and  I believe  that  I can  throw 
any  man  in  the  county.”  Adding,  “ I am  anxious  to  find 
a man  on  my  patent  that  can  ‘down  me,'  and  to  such  an 

one  I'll  give  oue  hundred  acres  of  land.” 

n a:. ...  i..  • .....  ! mv. . .1  . vi  . 
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] |-<tl  up  to  the  judge,  and,  laying  his  hand  on  Ills  shoul- 
der. -.id, — 

••  Cooper,  I believe  that  I can  lay  you  on  your  Lack  !” 

The  judge’s  eyes  sparkled  as  he  replied,  “ If  you  can 
I'll  give  vou  one  hundred  acres.” 

The  “ring”  was  formed  and  the  sport  commenced. 
Morse  soon  exhibited  himself  as  victor,  and  the  judge,  upon  i 
rL'in1',  ordered  his  clerk,  Richard  Smith,  to  make  out  a ; 
deed  for  the  number  of  acres  mentioned.  The  land  con-  j 
voyed  was  located  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  and  the  clerk  ; 
who  framed  the  indenture  was  the  first  sheriff  of  Otsego 
County. 

Each  family  manufactured  its  own  cloth,  which  was  a ; 
tedious  processes  the  carding-machine  was  not  then  in  ex- 
istence. The  wool  was  picked  by  the  family,  usually  in  the  ; 
evening  while  seated  in  front  of  the  crackling  “ back-log”  > 
that  briskly  burned  in  the  old  fireplace.  After  picking, 
the  wool  was  greased  and  “ broke,”  and  then  carded  into 
rolls  by  hand,  when  it  was  ready  for  spinning.  Nearly  every 
family  owned  a large  wheel  and  a small  one,  the  former  for 
wool  and  tow,  and  the  latter  for  flax.  A loom  was  also 
generally  embraced  in  the  necessaries  of  housekeeping,  and 
those  provided  with  this  valuable  auxiliary  of  pioneer  life 
freely  offered  its  use  to  their  less  fortunate  neighbors. 

One  of  the  greatest  inconveniences  experienced  by  the 
early  settlers  was  the  want  of  good  mills  for  grinding  grain,  i 
The  first  mills  erected  were  poor,  and  the  flour  made  was  j 
coarse,  and  often  black  from  smutty  wheat.  These  incon- 
veniences caused  them  to  resort  to  Indian  corn  as  a means 
of  sustenance,  as  that  cereal  afforded  good  “johnny-cakes" 
and  excellent  cornmcal.  Each  family  had  its  own  mortar, 
pestle,  and  spring-pole  for  pounding  the  corn,  and  the  meal 
was  manufactured  at  will.  The  mortar  consisted  of  the 
end  of  a hard-wood  log  cut  off  square,  with  one  end  hoi-  j 
lowed  out  to  receive  the  grain.  The  pestle  was  a piece  of 
hard-wood  fastened  to  a spring-pole.  The  mortar  is  set  on  | 
end,  the  corn  poured  in,  and  then  beaten  and  pounded  with  1 
the  pestle.  Samp  was  also  made  in  this  rude  mill,  and  | 
scores  of  pioneers  relate  that  they  have  had  many  a good 
supper  of  samp  and  milk,  the  samp  being  pounded  in  these 
mortars. 


CHAPTER  X. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY. 

Organizations  of  Towns — First  County  Officials — First  Court-House 
v, — Incident  of  Judge  Cooper — First  Court  of  Sessions — Grand  j 
Jury — Petit  Jury — Witnesses — First  Execution — Court-House  De- 
stroyed by  Fire — Movement  to  Change  the  Location  of  the  ! 
County-Seat — Unsuccessful — Present  Court-House — County  Build- 
ings. 

The  county  of  Albany  was  formed  on  the  first  day  of  j 
November,  1683,  and  embraced  “ the  manor  of  Rensselaer-  ' 
uick.  Schenectady,  and  all  t lie  villages,  neighborhoods,  and  \ 
Christian  plantations  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river  ! 
irom  Roclo.ffe  Jansen's  creek,  and  on  the  west  side  from 
Sawyer’s  creek  to  the  outermost  ends  of  Saraghtoga.”  By 
subsequent  enactments  the  county  of  Albany  was  made  t<> 


north  and  west  of  present  limits,  and  also  included  the 
entire  State  of  Vermont. 

In  1772,  Tryon  county  was  set  off  from  Albany,  and 
named  in  honor  of  Sir  William  Tryon,  then  provincial 
governor.  It  embraced  all  the  present  territory  of  New 
York  lying  west  of  a north-and-south  line  passing  nearly 
through  the  -centre  of  the  present  county  of  Schoharie. 
The  county-seat  was  located  at  Johnstown.  April  2,  1784. 
its  name  was  changed  to  Montgomery,  in  honor  of  General 
Richard  Montgomery  of  the  Revolution.  The  first  county- 
set  off  from  Montgomery  was  Ontario,  in  1789. 

Otsego  was  set  off  from  Montgomery,  and  organized  as  a 
separate  county,  Feb.  1G,  1791,  and  Cooperstown  designated 
as  the  county-seat.  A part  of  Schoharie  county  was  taken 
off  in  1795,  and  a portion  of  Delaware  county  in  1797. 

The  county  as  at  first  organized  consioted  of  only  two 
civil  subdivisions,  viz.,  Otsego  and  Cherry  Valley,  both  of 
which  had  been  organized  as  portions  of  the  old  county  of 
Montgomery,  the  former,  March  7,  1788,  and  the  latter, 
February  16,  1791. 

As  the  population  increased,  other  towns  were  formed, 
and  at  present  Otsego  consists  of  twenty-four  towns,  viz. : 


OllGAMIZED  | 

Organized 

Burlington 

April  10,  1792.  - 

Xeiv  Lisbon.... 

Butternuts 

Feb.  5,  1796.  Oneonta 

Decatur 

March  25,  ISOS. 

Otego 

April  12.  IS 22. 

Edmeston 

Pittsfield 

March  24,  1 7 1 - 

Exeter 

Plainfield 

— March  25,  179 

Hartwick 

Richfield 

Laurens 

April  2.  1S10. 

lioseboom 

Middle-field 

March  3.  1797.  i 

Una  lilln 

Milford 

Westford 

.....March  25,  1 St 

Morris 

....April  6,  1S-49. 

Worcester 

The  first  county  officials  were  as  follows  : 

Judge. — William  Cooper,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

Surrogate. — James  Cannon,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

Clerk. — Jacob  Morris,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

Sh eriff. — Richard  R.  Smith,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

District  Attorney. — Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  appointed  in 
1S18. 

Treasurer. — Elihu  Phinney,  date  of  appointment  un- 
known. 

The  first  court-house  erected  was  a primitive  structure, 
and  stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  West  and  Second 
streets,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Davis  block. 

It  was  a two-story  building : the  lower  story  was  con- 
structed of  logs  and  contained  four  rooms,  and  was  used  : s 
a jail.  The  upper  story  was  more  pretentious  in  appear- 
ance, being  built  of  frame-work,  and  was  occupied  as  i 
court-room.  The  entrance  to  this  room  was  on  the  north 
front,  and  was  reached  by  two  flights  of  stairs  meeting  at  a 
platform  before  the  door.  The  jury -rooms  were  in  a tavern, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  jailer.  This  stood  on  the  1 t 
with  the  court-house,  and  was  erected  the  same  year. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  couutv  there  was  con- 
siderable strife  in  relation  to  the  public  buildings  b>.-:w-  u 
Cooperstown  and  Cherry  Valley  ; and  Judge  <_V  : ■ r ■ 
playfully  remarked, — 

“ The  court-house  should  be  placed  in  Cooperstown.  the 
jail  in  Middleficld.  and  the  gallows  in  Cherry  ''  alley 

The  following  amusing  incident  of  these  early  days  s 
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“ My  father  was  made  justice  of  the  peace  at  an  early  j 
day  after  the  county  was  organized.  A day  was  agreed  upon 
for  all  those  appointed  to  meet  at  Cooperstown  to  take  the 
oath  of  office  and  receive  their  commissions.  My  father 
got  a new  blue  coat,  rather  short,  which  was  pronounced  by 
a country  tailor  ‘ a handsome,  genteel  coat.’  I recollect  a J 
rather  coarse  pair  of  white-topped  boots  for  the  occasion. 
At  the  appointed  time  he  went,  and,  I think,  walked  there  | 
and  back,  which  was  as  well  as  to  ride,  as  the  roads  then  | 
were.  lie  stayed  all  night,  and  with  those  that  met  there 
must  have  had  a hard  time  of  it  at  Griffin’s  tavern,  the 
‘ Bold  Dragoon  of  the  Pioneers,’  for  he  came  home  lame, 
partly  from  an  injury  in  a scuffle,  pulling  off  each  other’s 
boots,  Jiotens  volens,  and  partly  from  Walking  so  far  in  his 
new  ones. 

“ Among  the  justices  was  James  Aplin,  an  honest, 
worthy,  but  rather  vain  man,  who  lived  in  Hartwick.  They 
used  to  tell  this  anecdote  of  him  ; but  whether  true  or 
false  I cannot  state.  It  was  said  that  on  his  return  home 
he  remarked  to  his  bet  Ur  half,  ! My  dear,  last  night  you 
slept  with  James  Aplin  ; to-night  with  James  Aplin, 
Esquire.  God  bless  my  good  friend  Judge  Cooper.’  ” 

In  the  first  court-house,  for  a period  of  ten  years,  justice 
was  administered,  we  are  led  to  belie\e,  by  an  impartial 
hand,  and  many  of  those  who  subsequently  became  noted 
for  their  leg.d  talent  practiced  at  the  bar  of  this  old  court- 
house. 

It  at  length  became  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  rapidly- 
increasing  population,  and  in  1S0G  an  act  passed  the  legis- 
lature for  the  erection  of  a new  court-house  and  jail,  and 
in  1800-7  a building  for  that  purpose  was  buil  on  the  site 
occupied  by  the  present  court-house.  It  was  a two-story 
brick  structure,  50  by  56  feet,  the  upper  story  being  occu- 
pied as  a court-room,  and  the  lower  story  as  a jail  and  jailer’s 
residence. 

The  court-house  having  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  Decem- 
ber, 1S40,  it  was  then  deemed  a proper  time  by  numerous 
citizens  residing  out  of  Cooperstown  to  adopt  measures 
seeking  the  removal  of  the  county-scat,  and  vigorous  meas- 
ures were  inaugurated  by  individuals  in  Hartwick  and 
Portlandville  to  accomplish  this  object.  A spirited  oppo- 
sition was  raised,  and  finally  three  referees  were  chosen  to 
locate  the  county-seat,  who  designated  Cooperstown,  in 
May,  1841.  In  the  following  month  an  appropriation  of  | 
810,000  was  voted  for  the  erection  of  a court-house  and  i 
jail,  and  in  July  the  contract  for  their  erection  was  let  to  j 
Peter  Becker,  Harry  Clarke,  and  Thomas  Clarke,  for  the  j 
sum  of  §0074.  Both  structures  were  built  of  stone, — the  ! 
court-house  being  4G  by  5G  feet,  and  the  jail  37  by  73  feet.  I 
The  court-house  is  still  standing.  The  jail  was  superseded  ! 
by  the  present  neat  and  substantial  brick  jail  and  sheriff’s  j 
residence  in  ]S7U.  The  brick  building  containing  the 
surrogate’s  and  clerk’s  offices  is  a commodious  structure, 
located  between  the  court-house  and  jail. 

The  first  court  of  sessions  was  held  June  21,  171)1, — 
William  Cooper,  judge  ; Jedediah  Peck,  Ephraim  Hudson, 
John  a II.  Britt,  John  Mathias  Brown,  Wider  Johnson, 
e-quires. 

The  court  convened,  “agreeably  to  law,”  at  the  house  of  : 


by  reading  the  commission  of  the  peace,  adjourned  to  the 
court-house,  where  it  was  reopened,  and  the  following  per- 
sons appeared,  and  wore  sworn  in  as  the  first  grand  jury  of 
Otsego  County,  viz.:  Samuel  Tubbs,  William  Cook,  John 
Howard,  Ichabod  B.  Patmcr,  Abijah  Gilbert,  James  Averill, 
Daremus  Warren,  Nathan  Davison,  Robert  Carr,  David 
’McCollum,  Paul  Gardner,  Benjamin  Lull,  Samuel  Craft, 
Martin  I.  Van  Alstine,  Elisha  Full  man,  Isaac  Stacey,  Jabez 
Hubbell,  Uriah  Luce. 

The  charge  being  given  by  Judge  Cooper,  the  grand 
jury  retired  from  the  court-house  to  the  house  of  Joseph 
Griffon,  and  came  into  court  t lie  same  day  with  an  indictment 
against  Benjamin  Batchelor.  , 

Abram  Norton  and  John  Gardner,  for  a riot  and  assault 
upon,  and  false  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  eight  days, 
of  Esther  Batchelor.  Batchelor  pleaded  “not  guilty”  to 
the  indictment,  and  at  four  o’clock  on  the  ensuing  day  the 
following  persons  were  impanneled  to  “ try  the  traverse,” 
viz.  : Jonathan  Brown,  Josiah  SteTTns,  William  Stevens, 
Alpheus  Wentworth,  Zachariah  Coe,  Daniel  Carr,  Jonathan 
Waterbury,  Amasa  Woodruff,  Abel  Clark,  Thomas  Curtis, 
Joseph  Culver,  John  Grummoud. 

The  witnesses  sworn  upon  the  trial  of  this  indictment 
were  Esther  Bachelor,  Elisha  Fullam,  Isaac  Stacey,  Cath- 
erine Davison,  Tabithy  Duhany,  Robert  Riddle,  Jane 
Riddle,  and  John  Adams. 

Crime  prevailed  in  those  early  days,  but  received  a prompt 
arraignment  and  speedy  punishment.  The  first  murder  trial 
in  the  county  was  that  of  Stephen  Arnold,  a school-teacher 
in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  charged  with  taking  the  life  of 
a small  child  six  years  of  age,  by  whipping  her  to  death. 
He  was  tried  at  Cooperstown,  in  June,  1805,  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  be  hung.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the 
execution,  and  while  he  stood  upon  the  gallows  awaiting  the 
drop  of  the  fatal  trap,  a messenger  arrived  with  a reprieve, 
and  his  seutence  was  subsequently  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life. 

The  first  execution  in  the  county  was  that  of  Levi  Kellev, 
who  was  sentenced  by  Judge  Samuel  Nelson,  for  the  murder 
of  Abraham  Spafard,  in  the  town  of  Ocsego,  Sept.  3,  1827. 
He  was  executed  on  the  2Sth  day  of  December,  1827. 


C IT  A 1’  T E B X I . 

GEOGRAPHICAL— TOPOGRAPHICAL— GEOLOGICAL 

Otskgo  Countv  is  located  near  the  ueouraphical  centre 
of  New  York,  between  latitude  42°  and  43°  north,  and 
longitude  74°  and  76°  west  from  Greenwich,  and  is  bounded 
as  follows:  On  the  north  by  Oneida,  Herkimer,  and  Mont- 
gomery counties ; on  the  east  by  Schoharie  and  Delaware 
counties;  on  the  south  by  Delaware  county;  and  on  the 
west  by  Chenango  and  Madison  counties. 

The  surface  of  Otsego  presents  a varied  feature  of  bo!  1 
outlines  of  irregular  hills  and  deep  valleys. 

'lhe  highest  summits  attained  an  elevation  of  400  to  7|,0 
feet  above  the  valleys,  and  1700  to  2000  feet  above  tid  . 
'I ho  declivities  of  the  hills  are  generally  gradual,  except  in 
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into  the  county  from  Delaware,  terminating  upon  Schenevas 
creek,  in  an  abrupt  declivity  300  to  500  feet  in  height. 

In  the  town  of  Burlington  the  highest  ridges  are  about 
400  feet  above  the  valleys ; in  Butternuts,  500  to  000  feet ; 
in  Cherry  Valley,  “ Mount  Independence,”  1000  feet;  in 
Decatur,  250  to  300"  feet;  in  Edmeston,  400  to  500  feet; 
in  Exeter,  400  to  500  feet;  in  Hartwick,  250  to  350  feet; 
in  Laurens,  250  to  350  feet ; in  Maryland,  350  to  500  feet ; 
in  Middlefield,  400  to  6<>0  feet;  in  Milford,  “ Crumhorn 
Mount,”  500  to  600;  in  Morris.  250  to  350  feet;  in  New 
Lisbon,  300  to  500  feet;  in  Oneonta,  150  to  500  feet; 
in  Otego,  200  to  400  feet;  in  Otsego,  300  to  500  feet; 
in  Pittsfield.  200  to  400  feet ; in  Plainfield,  200  to  500 
feet;  in  Richfield,  150  to  400  feet;  in  Roseboom,  300  to 
550  feet;  in  Springfield,  200  to  400  feet;  in  Unadilla, 
400  to  500  feet;  in  Westford,  400  to  500  feet;  in  Wor- 
cester, 350  to  400  feet. 

The  principal  streams  are  the  Susquehanna  and  Unadilla 
rivers, — the  latter  of  which  forms  the  western  boundary, — 
and  Wharton,  Butternuts,  Otego,  Cherry  Valley,  and  Sche- 
nevas  creeks. 

THE  LAKES. 

There  are  numerous  beautiful  little  inland  seas  in  Otsego, 
which,  together  with  the  picturesque  landscape  views  sur- 
rounding them,  has  given  .to  the  section  a reputation  for 
beauty  of  its  natural  scenery  unparalleled  in  this  country. 
The  lakes  of  Otsego,  though  not  as  pretentious  as  those  of 
other  localities,  are  none  the  less  charming,  and  are,  in  all 
respects,  well  calculated  to  impress  the  stranger  with  their 
beauty. 

Otsego  lake,  lying  within  the  towns  of  Springfield,  Mid- 
dlefield, and  Otsego,  is  a beautiful  sheet  of  water  about 
eight  miles  in  length  and  one  mile  wide.  It  is  1193  feet 
above  tide,  and  is  rendered  picturesque  by  the  surrounding 
hills,  which  rise  to  the  height  of  400  to  500  feet.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  lakes  in  the  Empire  State.  It  has  been 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  is  celebrated  as  a fishing-ground. 

Canadargo  lake  lies  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  south 
from  the  village  of  Richfield  Springs,  and  is  five  miles  in 
length  and  from  one  to  one  and  one-half  miles  iu  width. 
It  abounds  in  excellent  fish,  and  has  been  well  stocked 
with  trout  and  white  fish  by  Seth  Green,  of  Rochester. 
Crumhorn  lake  is  a small  sheet  of  water  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Milford,  and  a similar  body,  called  Gilbert’s 
lake,  is  located  iu  the  south  part  of  New  Lisbon. 

The  geological  formations  of  the  county  are  not  of  a 
particularly  interesting  character,  and  are  briefly  given. 
The  limestones  found  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  county' 
are  of  the  Ilelderbergh  divisiou,  while  the  hills  in  the 
south  part  are  composed  of  the  shales  of  the  Hamilton 
group  and  the  shales  and  sandstones  of  the  Portage  and 
Chemung  groups.  In  the  extreme  southern  and  south- 
eastern parts  the  summits  are  crowned  by  the  red  sand- 
stone and  shales  of  the  Catskili  group.  The  soil  differs 
in  various  portions  of  the  county.  Iu  the  northeast  it 
consists  chiefly  of  a gravelly  and  calcareous  loam,  and  in 
the  southern  part,  on  the  summits  of  the  hills,  a clay  and 
shaly  loam  is  found,  while  in  the  valleys  a gravelly  loam 
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TIIE  CONSTITUTION  OF  1777  AND  AMENDMENTS. 

The  convention  of  the  representatives  of  the  State  of 
New  York  which  adopted  the  constitution  of  1777  con- 
vened at  Kingston,  having  adjourned  from  Fishkill  to  that 
place.  The  constitution  was  reported  March  12,  and  was 
discussed  and  finally  adopted  April  20,  1777,  being  the 
first  constitution  of  the  State. 

The  first  convention  which  assembled  in  this  State  after 
the  organization  of  the  State  government  and  adoption  of 
the  constitution  of  1777,  was  called  to  ratify  tiic  Federal 
constitution.  It  convened  at  Poughkeepsie,  June  17, 
1788,  under  a concurrent  resolution  of  the  legislature  passed 
in  January  of  that  year.  At  that  time  the  county  of 
Otsego  was  not  organized,  but  was  part  of  Montgomery 
county — which  county  was  represented  iu  that  convention 
by  six  members,  viz.:  John  Frey,  Wm.  Harper,  Henry 
Staring,  Volkert  Veeder,  John  Winn,  and  Christopher  P. 
Yates,  all  of  whom  voted  against  the  ratification,  except 
Yates,  who  did  not  vote. 

The  county  of  Otsego  was  erected  from  Montgomery, 
Feb.  16,  1791,  and  was  first  represented  in  the  assembly, 
at  the  fifteenth  session  thereof,  by  James  Cannon,  who  was 
a representative  from  Montgomery  previous  to  the  division 
of  that  county.  The  senate  consisted  of  24  members, 
apportioned  to  four  districts,  under  the  title  of  Southern, 
Middle,  Eastern,  and  Western  districts,  each  entitled  to  six 
members,  divided  into  four  classes,  so  that  the  terms  of  six 
should  expire  each  year.  If  the  census  of  the  seventh 
year  showed  an  increase  of  one-twenty-fourth  the  number 
of  electors,  such  district  was  entitled  to  an  additional 
member ; such  increase  was  to  continue  until  the  senate 
consisted  of  100  members.  The  census  of  1795  made  the 
number  43,  and  it  so  remained  until  the  constitution  was 
amended  in  1801,  when  the  number  was  fixed  at  32. 
Under  the  constitution  of  1777  Otsego  County  was  a part 
of  the  Western  district  until  1815,  when  it  was  made  part 
of  the  Middle  district. 

The  senators  from  the  district  who  resided  in  Otsogo 
were  Joseph  White,  Jacob  Morris,  Moss  Kent,  Robert 
Roseboom,  Jedediali  Peck,  Luther  Rich,  Farraud  Strana- 
han,  Jabez  D.  Hammond. 

Previous  to  the  constitution  of  1777,  voting  was  nV>» 
voce,  but  by  that  constitution  the  legislature  was  authorized 
to  pass  an  act  to  vote  by  ballot;  and  in  1778  an  act  was 
passed  for  the  ballot  for  governor  and  lieutenant-governor, 
hut  retaining  the  viva  voce  system  for  members  of  the  leg;-- 
j laturc.  Iu  1787  this  was  also  dune  away  with,  and  the 
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last  Tuesday  in  April,  and  might  be  held  five  days.  To 
vote  for  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  senator  required 
the  voter  to  be  possessed  of  a freehold  of  the  value  of  £100 
over  all  debts  charged  thereon.  Six  months’  residence  and 
the  ownership  of  a freehold  of  £20  value,  or  a yearly  rent 
of  40  shillings  with  an  actual  rating  and  payment  of  taxes, 
entitled  a person  to  vote  for  members  of  assembly.  The 
assembly  has  always  been  chosen  annually,  and  consisted  at 
first  of  70  members,  with  the  power  of  increase  of  one 
member  for  every  one-seventeenth  increase  of  electors,  until 
it  contained  300.  At  the  time  of  the  amendment  of  the 
constitution  in  1801  the  number  had  reached  108.  It 
was  then  reduced  to  100,  to  be  increased,  after  each  seven 
years’  census,  at  the  rate  of  two  annually,  until  the  number 
reached  150.  In  ISOS  the  increase  was  12,  in  1815  it 
was  14. 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY  FROM  1702  TO  1823. 

1792.  — James  Cannon. 

1793.  — Jacob  Morris. 

1794.  — Benjamin  Gilbert. 

1795. — Jacob  Morris. 

1790. — Jacob  Morris. 

1797. — Joshua  H.  Brett,  Francis  Henry,  Timothy  Morse,  Isaac  Nash, 
Abram  C.  Ten  Broeck. 

179S. — Joshua  Dewey,  Francis  Henry,  Elijah  Holt,  Timothy  Morse. 

1799.  — Joshua  Dewey,  Benjamin  Gilbert,  Francis  Henry,  Jedediah 

Peck. 

1800.  — Jedediah  Peck,  Robert  Roseboom,  Jacob  Ten  Broeck,  Rens- 

selaer Williams. 

1801.  — Benjamin  Ilieks,  Solomon  Martin,  Jedediah  Peck,  Jacob  Ten 

Broeck. 

1802.  — Samuel  Campbell,  Solomon  Martin,  Jedediah  Peck,  Jacob  Ten 

Broeck. 

1803.  — Daniel  Hawks,  James  Moore,  Jedediah  Peck,  Luther  Rich. 

1804.  — Peter  P.  Dumont.  Jedediah  Peck,  Solomon  Pier,  Henry  Scott. 
1S05. — Gurdon  Huntington,  William  Lathrop,  Luke  Metcalf,  Hum- 
phrey Palmer. 

1800. — Daniel  Hawks,  Gurdon  Huntington,  Luther  Rich,  Rufus 
Stecre. 

1S07. — Thomas  Brooks,  Gurdon  Huntington,  Robert  Roseboom, 
Henry  Scott. 

1808. — Lemuel  Fitch,  Gurdon  Huntington,  Robert  Roseboom,  Henry 
Scott. 

1S09. — Haviland  Chase,  Roger  Kinne,  Martin  Luce,  Henry  Scott. 

1810.  — Joseph  Brown,  Erastus  Crafts,  Abel  De  Forest,  Benjamin 

Gilbert. 

1811.  — Daniel  Hawks,  Isaac  Hayes,  Elijah  H.  Metcalf,  Robert  Rose- 

boom. 

1812.  — Daniel  Hawks,  Isaac  Hayes,  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  Robert  Rose- 

boom. 

1813.  — Erastus  Crafts,  Abel  De  Forest,  Samuel  Griffin,  James  Hyde. 

1814.  — Erastus  Crafts,  Abel  De  Forest,  Samuel  Griffin,  James  Hyde. 

1815.  — Nathaniel  Fenton,  Lemuel  Fitch,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Robert 

Roseboom. 

1816.  — William  Campbell,  Silas  Crippen,  Isaac  Hayes,  Oliver  Judd, 
^ Arunah  Metcalf. 

1817.  — Henry  Albert,  William  Campbell,  Cyrcnus  Nuble,  Humphrey 

Palmer,  Elijah  Turner. 

1 8 1 S. — Joshua  Babcock,  Stukelev  Ellsworth,  Nathan  Fenton,  John 
Moore,  David  Tripp. 

1S19. — John  Blakeley,  Seth  Chase,  Calib  Eldred,  Thomas  Howes, 
William  Nichols. 

1820. — Samuel  Caldwell,  Seth  Chase,  Willard  Coye,  James  Hawks, 
Henry  Ogden. 

1S21. — Joshua  liahcock,  John  Blakely,  Caleb  Eldred,  Stukeley  Ells- 
worth, David  Tripp. 

1822. — John  Blakeley,  Calvin  Brookins,  George  Fenno,  Joseph  Mum- 
ford,  Artemas  Sheldon. 

The  council  of  appointment,  which  was  abolished  by  the 


each  district,  openly  nominated  and  appointed  each  year 
I by  the  assembly,  and  not  eligible  two  successive  years.  The 
governor  was  the  presiding  officer,  had  a casting  vote,  and 
alone  had  the  power  of  nomination  until  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1801,  when  concurrent  power  of  nomination 
was  given  to  the  several  members  of  the  council.  The 
immense  political  power  wielded  by  this  body  may  be  judged 
of  by  the  fact  that,  in  1821,  8287  military  and  GGG3  civil 
officers  held  their  commissions  from  this  source.  So  un- 
popular had  this  power  become  with  the  people,  that  the 
convention  of  1821  abolished  it  without  a dissenting  voice. 
Otsego  County  was  represented  in  this  body  in  1703  by 
Joseph  White,  in  1800  by  Robert  Roseboom,  in  1805  by 
Jedediah  Peck,  and  in  1815  by  Farrand  Stranahan.  The 
various  county  officers,  except  members  of  assembly,  were 
appointed  by  this  body. 

COUNTY  OFFICERS  FROM  1791  TO  1822. 

SURROGATES. 

Surrogates  were  appointed  for  an  unlimited  period.  Ap- 
peal lay  from  their  decisions  to  the  court  of  probate,  which 
court  was  abolished  in  1823. 

James  Cannon,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

Moses  Kent,  appointed  March  19,  1794. 

Philip  Vandeveer,  appointed  Nov.  8,  1804. 

Ferdiuaud  Vandeveer,  appointed  Feb.  7,  1805. 

Ambrose  Clark,  appointed  March  10,  1S08. 

Billey  Williams,  Jr.,  appointed  March  16,  1813. 

Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  appointed  March  2,  1815. 

Nathaniel  Fenton,  appointed  June  17,  ISIS. 

William  G.  Angel,  appointed  Feb.  13,  1821. 

JUDGES. 

The  court  of  common  pleas  was  continued  from  the  co- 
lonial period,  and  the  number  of  judges  and  associate 
justices  differed  greatly  in  the  several  counties,  in  some 
the  number  reaching  twelve.  In  ISIS  the  office  of  associ- 
ate justice  was  abolished,  and  the  judges  limited  to  five,  in- 
cluding the  first  judge  : 

William  Cooper,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

Joseph  White,  appointed  Oet.  29,  ls00. 

John  C.  Morris,  appointed  Feb.  ID,  1S23. 

CLERKS. 

Clerks  were  appointed  as  follows  : 

Jacob  Morris,  appointed  Feb.  17,  1791. 

John  Russell,  appointed  Aug.  14,  1SD1. 

Francis  Henry,  appointed  March  5,  1813. 

George  Morell,  appointed  March  2.  1S15. 

William  Nichols,  appointed  l’cb.  15,  1S21. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  12th  of  February, 
1796,  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
was  abolished,  and  its  duties  vested  in  the  county  clerks. 
Seven  assistant  attorney-generals,  for  as  many  districts,  were 
also  directed  to  be  appointed,  who  performed  the  duties 
which  now  devolve  upon  district  attorneys. 

SHERIFFS. 

Sheriffs  were  appointed  annually,  and  no  person  could 
hold  the  office  for  more  than  four  years  in  succession,  could 
hold  no  other  office,  and  must  be  a freeholder  in  the  county. 
Richard  It.  Smith.  :unH»inU<l  Kub.  17.  1791. 
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Samuel  Dixon,  appointed  March  11,  179:?. 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  appointed  Feb.  21,  1791. 
Uriah  Luce,  appointed  Feb.  6,  179''. 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  appointed  March  16,  1799. 
Solomon  Martin,  appointed  March  29,  1802. 
Arunah  Metcalf,  appointed  Feb.  22,  1806. 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  appointed  Feb.  26,  1810. 
Isaac  Williams,  Jr.,  appointed  Feb.  26,  IS  1 1 . 
William  Sprague,  appointei  Feb.  23,  1813. 
James  Hawks,  appointed  Feb.  28,  lslo. 
Paschal  Franchot,  appointed  March  6,  1819. 
Seth  Chase,  appointed  June  5,  1820. 

Joseph  B.  Walton,  appointed  Feb.  12,  1821. 

CONGRESSMEN. 


Samuel  II.  Grant,  and  Leroy  E.  Bowe  were  occupants  of 
the  office  during  that  time. 

JUDICIAL. 

Appointments  in  the  judicial  department  were  as  follows: 
Samuel  Nelson,  circuit  judge  in  1323,  puisne  judge  in 
1831,  and  chief  justice  in  1S37.  First  judges  of  county 
or  common  pleas  courts  : George  Morell,  1327  ; Jas.  0. 
Morse,  1S32;  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  1338;  Charles  C. 
Noble,  1843.  Surrogates:  Wm.  G.  Angel,  1821  ; Elisha 
Foote,  1824;  George  A.  Starkweather,  1833;  Jas.  Brackett, 
1S41  ; Schuyler  Crippen,  1845. 

SENATORIAL. 


In  the  seventeen  congresses  from  the  organization  of  the 
government  to  the  apportionment  under  the  census  of  1820, 
Otsego  was  joined  with  other  counties  in  the  formation  of 
districts,  as  follows:  first,  with  Herkimer,  Montgomery, 
Ontario,  Tioga,  and  part  of  Albany ; in  1702,  with  Herki- 
mer, Montgomery,  Ontario,  Onondaga,  and  Tioga.  In 
1797,  the  districts  were  for  the  first  time  numbered,  and 
Otsego,  Cayuga,  Onondaga,  Ontario,  Steuben,  and  Tioga 
constituted  the  Tenth  district.  In  18U2,  Otsego  and  Dela- 
ware were  made  a district,  and  in  1812  Otsego,  Chenango, 
and  Broome  constituted  one  district  entitled  to  two  mem- 
bers; and  this  continued  until  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth congress.  The  representatives  from  Otsego  during 
this  period  were  as  follows:  William  Cooper,  in  the  Fourth 
and  Sixth  ; John  Russell.  Ninth  and  Tenth  ; Arunah  Met- 
calf, Twelfth  ; William  Dowse,  Thirteenth.  Mr.  Dowse  died 
before  taking  his  seat.  At  the  election  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
John  M.  Bowers  and  Isaac  Williams,  Jr.,  were  the  candi- 
dates. Mr.  Bowers  received  the  certificate  of  election  from 
the  canvassers — owing  to  the  omission  of  the  “Jr.”  from 
the  name  of  Mr.  Williams  by  the  returning  officers  of  one 
of  the  towns — and  took  his  seat  at  the  special  session,  May 
24,  1813.  Upon  examination  of  the  case,  the  House  de- 
clared the  seat  vacant  in  favor  of  Mr.  Williams,  who  took 
his  scut  at  the  regular  session  of  the  thirteenth  congress. 
Mr.  Williams  was  also  elected  to  the  fifteenth  congress. 
Joseph  S.  Lyman  was  elected  to  the  sixteenth  congress,  and 
James  Hawks  to  the  seventeenth.  Mr.  Lyman  died  before 
the  close  of  bis  term  of  office. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  1S21. 

In  January,  1S21,  a bill  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
submitting  to  the  people  the  question  of  a convention  to  re- 
vise the  constitution.  It  was  adopted,  and  delegates  were 
chosen  to  a convention  which  assembled  in  Albany,  Aug. 
28,  and  adjourned  Nov.  10,  1S21.  Otsego  was  repre- 
sented in  that  convention  by  Joseph  Clyde,  Ransom  Hunt, 
William  Dark,  David  Tripp,  and  Martin  \ an  Bureu.  Mr. 
Van  Bureu  was  at  that  time  a resident  of  Albany  county. 

Under  this  constitution  Otsego  County  furnished  the 
following  State  officers:  Wm.  Campbell,  surveyor-general, 
1835-3S ; Wm.  Baker,  canal  commissioner,  183G ; George 
W.  Little,  canal  commissioner,  1812;  Wm.  H.  Avorell, 
bank  commissioner.  1841. 

The  office  of  county  superintendent  of  common  schools 
was  established  lit  1813  and  aJbolishcd  iu  1357,  and  Jabez 
D.  Hammond,  James  Hetherington,  Lewis  It.  l’almer, 


The  State  was  divided  into  eight  senate  districts.  Otsego 
was  part  of  the  Fifth  district  till  1S3G,  and  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Sixth.  The  senators  from  Otsego,  under  this 
constitution,  were  Farratid  Stranahan,  Stukeley  Ellsworth, 
Levi  Beardsley,  Sumuer  Ely. 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

The  number  of  members  of  assembly  was  fixed  at  123, 
and  Otsego  apportioned  four,  until  the  census  of  1835,  under 
which  there  were  but  three,  as  follows : 

1823.  — William  Hall,  Isaac  Hayes,  Samuel  M.  Ingalls,  William  Utter. 

1824.  — John  Blakeley,  Samuel  Russell,  David  Smith,  George  W. 

Stillman. 

1823. — Henry  Baker,  Isaac  Hayes,  Oliver  Judd,  John  Woodbury. 
1S26. — Levi  Beardsley,  William  Fitch,  Isaac  Hayes.  David  Tripp. 
1827. — William  Campbell,  John  Judson,  Sherman  Page,  Samuel 
Starkweather. 

1S23. — Joseph  Clyde,®  Horace  Lathrop,®  Arunah  Metcalf,  Hals.'/ 
Spencer. 

1829. — Peter  Collier,  William  nail,  Seth  Hubbard,  Jr.,  George  More!!. 
1S30. — William  Baker,  Archibald  Dixou,  Samuel  M.  Ingails,  Jesse 
Rose. 

1831.  — Henry  Clark,  Peter  Collier,  Schuyler  Crippen,  Ebca  B.  More- 

house. 

1832.  — Samuel  Colwell,  Gilbert  Cone,  ’William  Kirby,  Amasa  Thomp- 

son. 

1833.  — William  Baker,  Philo  Bennett,  Hiram  Kinne,  Robert  C. 

Lansiug. 

1831. — William  Baker,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  Ransom  Spat'ard,  William 
Temple. 

1S35. — Joseph  Carpenter,  Henry  Harvey,  Cornelius  Jones,  Joseph 
Peck. 

1836. — Albert  Benton,  Sumner  Ely,  Ivory  Holland,  L.  J.  Walworth. 

1837.  — Edmund  B.  Bigelow,  Ivory  Holland,  Harvey  Strong. 

1S38. — Samuel  Betrs,  Jr.,  John  Drake,  Jacob  K.  Lull. 

1839.  — Jona.  W.  Brewer,  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  Daniel  Gilchrist. 

1840.  — Levi  S.  Chatfield,  Charles  Walker,  Arnold  I?.  Watson. 

1541.  — 0.  C.  Chamberlin,  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  Joel  Gillet. 

1542.  — Leonard  Caryl,  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  Festus  llyde. 

1843.  — Silas  Burleson,  John  R.  Griggs,  Ilarvey  Hunt. 

1844.  — George  S.  Gorham,  William  W.  Snow,  Nahum  Thompson. 

1845.  — F.  B.  Carpenter,  Chris.  D.  Fellows,  Harry  G.  Harden. 

1546.  — Ebcnezer  Blakeley,  Delos  W.  Dean,  Benj.  Morehouse. 

1547.  — Cyrus  Brown,  Francis  U.  Feuno,  William  Temple. 

William  Baker,  of  Springfield,  was  speaker  in  1S34.  and 

Levi  S.  Chatfield,  of  Laurens,  in  1842. 

DISTRICT  ATTORNEYS. 

District  attorneys  were  appointed  by  tbe  court  of  general 
sessions  in  each  county.  The  appointments  in  Ot--< 

:rs  follows:  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  ISIS;  Robert  Cauq 
1820;  Samuel  Chase,  1821;  lv  B.  Morehouse.  1'2 
Schuyler  Crippen,  1S37  ; John  B.  Steel.  1SL>. 

These  men,  elected  on  opposite  tickets,  were  both  rev?:  <leiit  - 
Cherry  Valley. 
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COUNTY  CLERKS 

were  elected  for  the  term  of  three  years,  commencing  in 
1822,  as  follows:  William  Nichols,  Edward  B.  Crandal, 
Abner  Cook,  Jr.,  Horace  Lathrop,  George  C.  Clyde,  Jesse 
Rose,  Samuel  Russell,  George  B.  Willson. 

SHERIFFS 

were  elected  for  three  years,  and  ineligible  for  the  succeed- 
ing term.  The  following  is  the  list,  commencing  in  1822, 
viz.:  Joseph  B.  Walton,  John  U.  Iliser,  Harvey  W.  Bab- 
cock, Don  F.  Herrick,  Levi  Judson,  Halsey  Spencer, 
Henry  Jones,*  Amos  Winsor,  John  Brown. 

CONGRESSMEN. 

Otsego  County  constituted  a congressional  district  from 
1822  to  1842,  when  Schoharie  was  added  to  it.  The 
names  of  the  representatives  are  given  below : Eighteenth 
congress,  Isaac  Williams;  Nineteenth,  William  G.  Angel  ; 
Twentieth,  Samuel  Chase  ; Twenty-first  and  Twenty-second, 
William  G.  Angel;  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth,  Sher- 
man Page;  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-sixth,  Jno.  II.  Pren- 
tiss; Twenty-seventh,  Samuel  S.  Bowne ; Twenty-eighth, 
Jeremiah  E.  Cary;  Twenty-ninth,  the  representative  was 
from  Schoharie;  Thirty-fifth,  Oliver  0.  Morse.  , 

ELECTORS. 

Previous  to  1825  the  legislature  chose  the  presidential 
electors.  At  the  election  in  1S28  they  were  chosen  by 
congressional  districts,  and  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
1829  the  present  general  ticket  system  was  established. 
The  following  is  the  list:  Thomas  Brooks,  1804;  Thomas 
Shankland,  1808;  John  Russell,  1 SI 2 ; Israel  W.  Clark, 
181G;  Farrand  Stranahan,  1S20  ; Edward  B.  Crandal, 
1824  ; Elkanah  Brush,  1828  ; Peter  Collier,  1832  ; Joshua 
Babcock,  1830;  Jacob  Livingston,  1840;  Lemuel  Pet- 
tengill,  1844. 

TIIE  CONSTITUTION  OF  1810. 

The  delegates  from  Otsego  County  to  the  convention 
which  framed  the  existing  constitution  were  Levi  S.  Chat- 
field,  Samuel  Nelson,  and  David  B.  St.  John. 

Otsego  County  has  been  represented  in  the  State  admin- 
istration since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  by 
Levi  S.  Chatfield,  who  was  attorney-general  for  two  terms — 
from  1849  to  1853;  Samuel  North,  canal  appraiser,  1870 
to  1874;  Hezckiah  Sturges,  canal  appraiser,  appointed 
1877 — now  in  office. 

Of  the  regents  of  the  University,  two  persons,  residents 
of  (^tsego,  have  filled  the  office — Wm.  Campbell  and  Jabez 
D.  Hammond. 

The  office  of  State  assessor  has  been  filled  by  Ebenezer 
Biakcley — oue  of  the  board  of  three  whose  duty  it  is  to 
visit  officially  each  county  every  two  years  and  equalize  the 
State  tax  among  the  several  couuties. 

JUDICIAL. 

In  the  organization  of  the  judicial  districts  Otsego  was 
included  in  the  Sixth,  and  has  had  the  following  circuit  ! 
judges;  Ebon  B.  Morehouse,  Schuyler  Crippcii,  and  \\  il-  j 
liam  W.  Campbell. 

* Kiel  lnliirc  llio  expiration  of  his  term,  aud  Jonas  Plainer,  Jr.,  I 


COUNTY  JUDGES. 

James  Hyde,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  Levi  C.  Turner,  Edwin 
M.  Harris,  Elijah  E.  Ferrey,  Ilczckiah  Sturges,  Samuel  S. 
Edick,  Samuel  M.  Bowen.  Edwin  Countryman  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  supreme  court  in  1874,  and  held 
for  that  year. 

SURROGATES. 

Hiram  Kinne,  Thomas  McIntosh,  Jr.,  Edward  M.  Card, 
Byron  J.  Scofield,  J.  II.  Keyes. 

SENATE. 

In  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government  Otsego  and 
Chenango  formed  the  Eighteenth  senate  district  until  the 
apportionment  under  the  census  of  1855,  when  Otsego  and 
Herkimer  constituted  the  Twenty-first  district.  Otsego 
had  the  following  senators:  David  II.  Little,  Harmon 
Bennett,  Francis  M.  Rotch,  Addison  M.  Smith,  George  H. 
Andrews.  Ebenezer  Blakely  occupied  a seat  from  Jan. 
2 to  March  13,  1S54,  when  the  seat  was  vacated  in  favor 
of  Adam  Storing,  of  Chenango.  Under  the  census  of 
18G5,  Otsego  and  Herkimer  were  continued  as  senate  dis- 
trict No.  20,  with  the  following  senators  from  Otsego : 
Augustus  R.  Elwood,  David  P.  Loomis,  Samuel  S.  Edick. 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

The  assembly  was  organized  in  single  districts,  and  Ot- 
sego apportioned  three  members.  Under  the  census  of 
1855  the  number  was  reduced  to  two.  The  members  have 
been  as  follows : 

1S4S. — Benjamin  Davis,  O.  C.  Chamberlin,  Elisha  S.  Sanders. 

1849.  — L.  Mortimer  Gilbert,  David  B.  St.  Johu,  Charles  C.  Noble. 

1850.  — Anson  C.  Parshall,  Joseph  Beck,  Edward  Pratt. 

1 Sol . — Henry  J.  Campbell,  Ednin  S.  Coffin,  Worthington  Wright. 
1S52. — Hanson  Wright,  Erastus  King,  Harvey  Keyes. 

1853.  — Charles  McLean,  Jenks  S.  Sprague,  John  C.  Spatard. 

1854.  — Lewis  Whipple,  Andrew  A.  Mather,  St.  Paul  Seeley. 

1855.  — Henry  11.  Davy,  Alonzo  Churchill,  William  Comstock. 

1856.  — Timothy  D.  Bailey,  Brown  Dimock,  Elihu  C.  Wright. 

1S57. — Samuel  II.  Grant,  Charles  W.  Tallett,  George  M.  Hollis. 

1858. — Charles  McLean,  David  M.  Hard. 

1S59. — Geo.  P.  Longenhelt,  David  B.  St.  John. 

1800.  — Ezra  S.  Whipple,  David  B.  St.  John. 

1801.  — Elijah  E.  Ferrey,  Frederick  A.  Bolles. 

1802.  — Leroy  E.  Bowe,  Cor.  A.  Church. 

1S03. — William  Ilrooks,  Cor.  A.  Church. 

1804.  — James  Young,  Georgo  M.  Hollis. 

1805.  — Luther  1.  Burditt,  George  M.  Hollis. 

1800. — I.uthcr  I.  Burditt,  Sheffield  Harrington. 

1807.  — E lgar  11.  Clark,  Sheffield  Harriugton. 

1808.  — Myron  J.  Hubbard.  Win.  C.  Bentley. 

1809.  — Wm.  W.  Campbell,  Clifford  S.  Arms. 

1871’. — James  Young,  Wiu.  W.  Snow. 

1871.  — Alfred  Chamberlin,  J.  Lee  Tucker. 

1872.  — James  Stewart,  John  Cope. 

1873.  — Wm.  H.  Ely,  Henry  Thorp. 

1874.  — Wm.  II.  Ely,  James  E.  Cooke. 

1875.  — Jos.  S.  Davenport,  George  Scramling. 

1870. — las.  S.  Da\ import,  Simeon  R.  Barnes. 

1»77. — Azro  Chase,  Daniel  E.  Pattcngill. 

SHERIFFS. 

John  Brown,  Jonas  Plainer,  Jr.,  Seth  II.  Field,  Hannon 
Edmonds,  Timm. is  Heath,  Andrew  A.  Mather,  William 
Comstock,  Harvey  W.  Brown,  Daniel  Franklin,  Alexander 
II.  Benedict,  Peter  Barton. 
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DISTRICT  ATTORNEYS. 

Do  Witt  C.  Bates,  Elijah  Brown,  Louis  L.  Bundy, 
Edwin  Countryman,  James  A.  Lynes,  Samuel  S.  Ediek, 
Samuel  A.  Bowen  (two  terms),  1‘hilor  Benedict. 

CLERKS. 

Charles  McLean,  Samuel  North,  Win.  C.  Fields,  George 
W.  Ernst,  Augustus  R.  Elwood,  David  A.  Avery,  Don  F. 
Lidell,  Stephen  Estes,*  E.  Delavan  Hills,  Walter  H.  Bunn 
(two  terms). 

TREASURERS. 

Previous  to  the  present  constitution  the  office  was  filled 
under  appointment  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  For 
about  thirty  years  previous  to  1S4S,  the  office  was  held  by 
Henry  Phinney,  who  succeeded  his  father,  Elihu  Phiuney, 
and  who  was  probably  the  first  treasurer  of  the  county. 
Papers  dated  1797  are  on  file  made  out  by  him  as  treas- 
urer. The  office  has  been  held  by  the  following  persons 
by  election:  John  L.  McNamee,  Charles  J.  Stillman, 
Edwin  M.  Harris,  Dorr  Russell,  James  I.  Hendryx,  Hor- 
ace Lathrop,  David  A.  Avery,  Marcus  Field,  Frederick  L. 
Palmer. 

SCHOOL  COMMISSIONERS. 

Since  this  office  was  made  elective  in  1S5G,  the  follow- 
ing persons  have  been  elected. in  the  districts  of  Otsego,  as 
follows  : First  district, — Albert  G.  Tuthill,  Nelson  0.  Wen- 
dell, Charles  F.  Thompson,  Julius  R.  Thompson,  Charles 
F.  Thompson;  two  terms,  Nahum  T.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Tuthill.  Second  district, — Milo  II.  Gross,  Henry  T.  Har- 
ris, Martin  Shepherd,  William  Church,  Henry  R.  Wash- 
bon,  Benjamin  C.  Gardner,  Eli  R.  Clinton,  Jr.,  Warren 
L.  Baker,  Edward  E.  Beals. 

CONGRESSMEN. 

Under  the  census  of  1S50,  Otsego  and  Delaware  were 
united  in  a congressional  district.  Chenango  was  added 
under  the  census  of  18G0.  Representatives  from  Otsego 
were  George  A.  Starkweather,  William  W.  Snow,  Richard 
Franchot,  William  C.  Fields,  David  Wilber. 

ELECTORS. 

Lyman  J.  Walworth,  in  1S52  ; Ebenezer  Blakeley,  in 
1SG4;  Edmund  A.  Ward,  in  1S7G. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

BENCH  AND  BAR. 

Tiie  following  persons  constituted  the  members  of  the 
Otsego  County  bar,  January,  1823,  at  the  time  G.  A.  j 
Starkweather  was  admitted,  viz. : Cherry  Valley, — Jabcz 
D.  Hammond,  Oliver  Morse,  Levi  Beardsley,  Isaac  Seeley, 
Alvan  Stewart,  James  Bracket,  Horace  Lathrop,  and 
George  C.  Clyde  ; Cooperstown, — Robert  Campbell,  Sam- 
uel Starkweather,  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  E.  B.  Morehouse, 
Farrand  Stranahan,  Joseph  Lyman,  George  Morell,  and 
Wilbam  II.  Averell.  Joseph  Rice,  of  Milford;  Sherman 
Paige  and  Henry  Ogden,  of  Unadilla;  John  Cox  Morris, 
of  Butternuts;  William  G.  Angel,  of  Burlington;  Schuy- 


ler Crippin,  Janies  Hyde,  Daniel  Andrus,  and  Yedcr 
Green,  of  Richfield  ; Henry  Brown,  of  Springfield;  Elijah 
Terry,  of  Maryland.  The  following  were  admitted  subse- 
quent to  1S23,  namely,  Jeremiah  E.  Carey,  Edwin  Coun- 
tryman, Wills  S.  Hammond,  De  Witt  C.  Bates,  Richard 
Cooper,  Levi  C.  Turner,  Jerome  B.  Wood,  Lyman  J. 
Walworth,  Abraham  Becker,  James  E.  Dewey,  Levi  S. 
Chatfield,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  James  Davis,  Cutter  Field, 
Nathaniel  Moak,  Abner  Cook,  and  Charles  Noble,  all  dead 
except  Dewey,  Moak,  Countryman,  Carey,  and  Chatfield. 
The  three  former  are  in  practice  in  Albany,  and  the  two 
latter  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Rorert  Campbell  was  a graduate  of  Union  college, 
and  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Otsego  bar.  Unassum- 
ing in  deportment,  a man  of  few  words,  seldom  addressed 
the  jury  upon  the  facts  in  the  case,  but  his  opinion  upon 
questions  of  law  was  held  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  and 
his  opinion  was  frequently  asked  by  the  court  in  the  trial 
of  causes.  He  was  a man  of  strict  integrity,  and  was  held 
in  the  highest  estimation,  especially  by  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  bar.  He  was  familiarly  called  “ honest  Bob.” 
Samuel  Starkweather  and  Ambrose  L.  Jordan 
soon  became  the  leading  members  of  the  Otsego  bar,  and 
retained  that  position  during  their  practice.  Jordan  was 
a tall,  slim,  symmetrically-built  man,  and  pleasing  in  his 
manners;  Starkweather  was  a man  strongly  proportioned, 
of  dark  complexion,  dark  eyes  and  hair,  with  a massive 
head,  and  every  feature  of  his  face  indicative  of  strong 
will  and  energetic  action.  In  natural  eloquence  Jordan 
occupied  the  first  rank ; but  in  close  logical  reasoning 
Starkweather  was  by  far  his  superior.  The  former  kept 
the  attention  and  won  upon  the  jury  by  figures  and  tropes ; 
the  latter  pressed  home  his  argument  continually  and 
forced  conviction.  Jordan  often  brought  his  pleading  into 
play  with  the  imagination  ; Starkweather  kept  his  plead- 
ing ever  bearing  upon  the  intellect.  Jordan  often  turned 
from  the  jury  to  iudulge  in  personal  allusions  to  worry  his 
opponent;  Starkweather  seldom  indulged  in  satire,  but 
when  he  did  it  always,  like  the  bee,  left  its  sting  behind. 
Jordan  was  often  playful  and  diffuse ; Starkweather 
always  clear  and  methodical.  The}’  were  b(5th  men  of 
mark,  and  would  have  been  marked  men  before  any  tribu- 
nal. Jordan  left  Otsego  for  Hudson  about  1824.  and 
from  Hudson  to  the  city  of  New  York.  Starkweather 
left  for  Europe  in  1831. 

Jabez  D.  Hammond  wrote  the  political  history  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  He  was  a gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
a man  of  learning  and  ability,  highly  esteemed,  frank  and 
independent  in  his  opinions,  plain  and  without  guile,  strong 
and  reliable  ; was  judge  of  Otsego  County  ; a good  elemen- 
tary lawyer,  and  had  many  warm  friends. 

Oliver  Morse  was  a well-educated  man,  a good  lawyer; 
was  also  judge  of  the  county  court  for  several  years  ; a man 
of  ability. 

Levi  Beardsley  was  State  senator  for  some  six  or  eight 
years;  a gentleman  of  lino  address,  and  a mo«t  genial  com- 
panion. 

Isaac  Seeley  was  a first-class  lawyer.  Ilis  arguments, 
whether  upon  questions  of  law  or  facts,  were  compact  and 
: logical.  An  incideut  occurred  in  a case  he  was  trying,  in 


41  John  Marsh  iu<  appointed  in  1 800  vuU  Estes,  deceased. 
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which  his  father  was  a witness.  Isaac  called  him  to  the 
stand,  and  put  him  a question  which  seemed  to  indicate  a 
wish  for  an  affirmative  answer.  The  venerable  old  man 
answered,  “ Isaac,  it  is  possible  such  a conversation  may 
have  occurred,  but  I have  no  recollection  of  it,  and  can’t 
swear  to  any  such  thing.”  “ Oh,”  says  Isaac,  “ you  know, 
father,  I would  not  wish  you  to  testify  to  anything  you  don't 
clearly  recollect.”  He  answered, 4i  I don’t  believe  you  would, 
Isaac.” 

Alvan  Stewart. — But  of  all  the  lawyers  at  the  bar  at 
the  time  we  speak  of,  Alvan  Stewart  was  the  most  remarkable. 
He  was  not  noted  for  his  ability  as  an  elementary  lawyer, 
but  for  his  wit,  droller y,  and  ridicule.  Stewart  was  about 
six  feet  three  inches  in  height ; loosely  made,  large  bones, 
long  arms,  with  large  blue  eyes,  which  he  would  roll  about 
upon  the  audience  in  a sort  of  stare;  awkward  in  his  move- 
ments, and  careless  in  his  dress.  His  very  appearance  would  j 
raise  a laueh.  His  powers  of  ridicule  were  beyond  all  con- 
ception. In  an  action  brought  by  Starkweather  in  favor 
of  Swain  Seward,  against  a man  by  the  name  of  Moore, 
Stewart  appeared  for  the  defendant.  It  was  an  aggravated 
case  of  slander,  and  a respectable  verdict  ought  to  have  been 
rendered  by  the  jury.  Stewart  had  contrived  to  get  the  fact 
out  that  Swain  had  dug  for  money  in  the  Blenheim  moun- 
tains, and  that  he  also  understood  palmistry.  Swain  hap- 
pened to  sit  directly  in  front  of  Stewart  while  addressing 
the  jury.  After  making  a few  remarks  applicable  to  the 
case,  Stewart  starts  Swain  off,  with  a crowbar  upon  his 
shoulder  and  a hazel  switch  in  his  hand,  for  the  Blenheim 
mountains,  to  dig  for  hidden  treasure  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth.  By  and  by  there  was  a dip  of  the  hazel  switch,  and 
Swain  laid  down  the  switch  and  -weut  to  work  with  the 
crowbar.  In  the  mean  time  a storm  had  arisen,  and  it 
thundered  and  lightened,  and  the  stubborn  oaks  bent 
beneath  the  blast,  but  Swain  kept  at  his  work  with  the 
crowbar,  Stewart  drawing  back  his  long  arms  and  imitating 
the  manner  in  which  Swain  was  digging  into  the  bowels  of 
the  earth.  By  and  by  Swain  hits  the  chest  containing  the 
treasure  sought,  and  he  cries  out  “ Eureka !”  at  the  top  of 
bis  voice,  which  made  the  whole  court-room,  even  the  judge 
on  the  bench,  start;  and  the  instant  of  time  Swain  struck 
the  chest,  the  devil,  his  co-worker,  seized  hold  of  the  ring 
of  the  chest,  and  it  went  chink , chink , chink , into  another 
part  of  the  mountain,  and  it  was  gone.  Stewart  was  solemn 
and  grave  during  the  whole  time,  and  looked  as  though  he 
had  suddenly  appeared  from  the  lower  region.  After 
breathing  a while  he  proceeds,  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
that  is  Swain,  sitting  there,”  pointing  to  him ; “ he  under- 
stands palmistry.  He  can  tell  by  this  line  in  the  hand  how 
many  children  your  wife  will  have,  how  many  of  them  will 
be  boys,  and  how  many  gals.  He  can  tell  you  by  this  liuc 
in  the  hand  whether  the  oldest  gal  will  marry  a miller  or  a 
doctor,  a clergyman  or  a tailor,  a tall  man  or  a short  man, 
a man  with  a broad-brimmed  hat  or  a narrow-brimmed  hat.” 
Every  person  in  the  court-house  was  in  a perfect  roar  of 
laughter,  and  the  result  was,  a verdict  of  six  cents. 

Hon.  EbEN  B.  Morehouse  was  born  in  Hillsdale, 
county  of  Columbia,  in  this  State,  in  the  year  17!*1.  The 
delicacy  of  his  constitution  while  a youth  was  such  as  to 
induce  his  friends  to  believe  that  he  would  fall  an  early 


victim  to  au  hereditary  consumption  ; and  for  that  cause  he 
was,  at  an  early  age,  taken  from  a boarding-school  and  placed 
in  the  office  of  a medical  practitioner,  as  it  was  thought 
the  exercise  incident  to  the  practice  of  physic  would  be  the 
most  sovereign,  and,  indeed,  the  only  means  of  giving  health 
and  vigor  to  his  slender  constitution. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  therefore  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine,  as  he  said,  with  the  same  cheerfulness 
that  he  would  have  received  from  the  hands  of  a nurse  or 
physician  a dose  of  medicine  he  was  designed  to  mix  for 
others  ; although  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  he  felt  satisfied, 
would  be  distasteful  to  him,  yet  he  was  fond  of  the  science 
as  a study  and  pursued  it  with  great  diligence  and  pleasure, 
and  received  from  the  State  medical  society,  in  February 
of  1812,  a diploma  to  practice  as  a physician  and  surgeon 
in  this  State.  He  commenced  business  as  such  at  Caugh- 
nawaga,  county  of  Montgomery,  and  while  there  practiced 
with  marked  success,  and  secured  the  respect  and  high 
esteem  of  the  citizens  of  that  locality.  Intending,  however, 
to  change  his  residence  to  a larger  town,  he  accepted,  in 
1313,  an  offer  to  be  attached  to  a regiment  of  militia 
marching  from  that  county  to  Sacket’s  Harbor,  for  service 
in  the  war  then  pending  with  Great  Britain. 

After  his  term  of  service  expired  he  continued  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  at  Athens,  in  his  native  county;  but 
his  distaste  of  the  practice  of  medicine  so  increased  upon 
him  that  he  resolved  to  renounce  the  mortar  and  pestle 
and  abandon  the  profession  forever;  and,  accordingly,  in 
September,  1815,  he  entered  as  a clerk  the  law-office  of 
Stranahan  A Jordan,  in  Cooperstown,  and  began  to  dream 
of  life  anew.  He  came  here  on  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Jor- 
dan, who  was  also  a native  of  Columbia  county,  and  between 
whom  there  was  an  acquaintance  of  long  standiug.  His 
student-life  was  devoted  to  laying  broad  and  deep  the 
foundation  of  those  legal  acquirements  for  which,  in  after- 
life, he  was  so  eminent.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  as  an 
attorney  of  the  supreme  court  in  January,  ISIS,  his 
license  was  signed  by  Chief- Justice  Thompson,  and  in  June 
following  he  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Be  Witt  Clin- 
ton, as  brigade  judge  advocate  of  the  second  brigade  of 
infantry  in  this  State. 

In  1S21  he  was  admitted  as  counselor  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State,  Ambrose  Spencer  then  being  the  pre- 
siding justice.  In  the  same  year  he  was  made  solicitor  in 
the  court  of  chancery,  and  his  license  was  signed  by  Judge 
Kent;  and  in  1821  he  was  admitted  counselor  of  that 
court,  and  in  the  same  year  was  made  a master  in  chancery, 
and  afterwards  was  appointed  “ injunction-master,”  an  office 
which  conferred  upon  him  many  of  the  powers  and  duties 
of  vice-chancellor,  lie  held  the  office  many  years,  receiv- 
ing his  commissions  successively  from  the  chancellor,  from 
Governor  Troop,  and  in  1833  from  Governor  William  L. 
Marey.  In  1S3G  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States. 

In  1831  he  was  one  of  the  four  members  that  represented 
this  county  in  the  assembly.  He  held  the  office  of  district 
attorney  in  this  county  from  182‘J  to  1837,  and  in  June, 
1817,  was  elected  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Sixth 
! judicial  district,  and  died  while  holding  that  oftice,  in  De- 
! comber,  ISIS). 
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Uy  literary  taste  and  acquirements,  his  ready  wit  and 
•nomine  humor,  his  genial  disposition  and  courts  us  man- 
m-rs,  made  liim  a conspicuous  ornament  in  the  social  and 
literary  circle  for  which  Cooperstown  was  then  distin- 
guished ; his  legal  erudition,  his  manly  bearing,  his  ability 
and  fidelity  in  all  the  trusts,  public  or  private,  reposed  in 
him,  rendered  him  eminent  at  the  bar;  his  indexible  love 
,,f  right,  his  clear  and  lucid  perception  of  vexed  questions 
of  law,  his  perspicuous  exposition  of  intricate  questions  that 
came  before  him  to  be  decided,  distinguished  him  as  a judge. 

The  joyous  smile  that  always  greeted  him  in  the  streets 
of  the  village  he  loved  so  much,  whether  of  hoary  age  or 
sunny  childhood,  disclosed  to  every  observer  the  affection- 
ate regard  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  as  a neighbor 
and  a citizen. 

In  1827  he  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Fuller,  of  Cooperstown.  She  was  a lady  thoroughly  edu- 
cated, but  her  kindness  of  heart,  her  refinement  of  manner, 
her  mild  and  gentle  disposition,  and  her  unostentatious 
piety,  were  the  marked  traits  of  her  character ; and  whoever 
have  been  the  recipients  of  their  refined  hospitality,  at 
“ Woodside,’’  their  beautiful  residence,  constructed  on  the 
mountain-side,  overlooking  the  main  street  of  Cooperstown, 
erected  under  the  superintending  care  and  guidance  of  the 
taste  of  Mr.  Morehouse,  know  something  of  the  graceful 
and  accomplished  manner  in.  which  she  presided  over  that 
delightful  home. 

George.  A.  Starkweather  is  a native  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut;  was  born  on  May  19,  1794.  He  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  the  fall  of  1813,  and  his  health 
having  failed  he  went  with  a friend  to  Orange  county,  State 
of  New  York,  with  a view  to  spend  the  winter  and  recuper- 
ate. It  resulted  in  his  taking  a common  school,  which  he 
taught  for  two  years,  in  the  town  of  Wolkill.  working  in 
the  summer  season  on  a farm,  before  and  after  school 
hours.  He  returned  to  Connecticut  in  the  fail  of  1815, 
taking  with  him  as  the  fruits  of  his  labor  about  SGOO. 

He  then  commenced  preparing  for  college,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1817  entered  Union  college,  joining  the  sophomore 
class.  Fie  remained  in  college  until  the  fall  of  1819.  when 
he  came  to  Cooperstown  and  commenced  his  professional 
studies  with  his  brother,  Samuel  Starkweather.  He  was 
elected  by  the  faculty  of  Union  one  of  the  first  six  of  his 
class  as  a Phi  Beta  Kappa,  and  had  the  third  appointment 
in  his  class,  but,  his  funds  being  exhausted,  did  not  return 
to  fulfill  his  appointment.  Iti  the  fall  of  1820.  Mr.  Stark- 
weather went  to  Ithaca,  taught  a select  school  for  six 
months,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  mean  time  with  Mr. 
Woodcock.  He  returned  to  Cooperstown  in  the  spring, 
and  paid  up  his  little  bills  ; was  admitted  as  attorney  of  the 
supreme  couit  in  January,  1823,  as  counsel  in  1S2G,  and 
solicitor's  counsel  in  chancery  in  1831.  In  September, 
1842,  admitted  as  counsel  in  the  district  court  of  the 
I nited  States  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  and  ; 
m 1S54  was  admitted  as  attorney  aud  counsel  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Starkweather 
formed  a partnership  with  his  brother  Samuel,  and  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  the  county  of  Otsej  • thirty-three  | 
years,  having  purchased  his  brother's  interest  iu  the  busi- 
ness iu  1$31. 


In  185G  he  joined  his  eldest  son,  John  C.  Starkweather, 
in  business  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  where  he  practiced 
his  profession  for  two  years,  having  sold  Apple  Hill  to 
Edward  Clark,  the  present  owner.  Mr.  Starkweather  took 
a very  active  part  in  polities.  He  was  challenger  at  the 
polls  for  ten  years  when  the  election  was  held  three  days, 
and  never  missed  a day  ; was  twenty  years  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  corresponding  committee  of  Otsego  County, 
and  wrote  most  of  the  addresses  and  resolutions;  was  fre- 
quently a delegate  to  county,  senatorial,  and  State  conven- 
tions; was  delegated  to  the  national  convention  at  the  time 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nominated,  and  was  secretary  of  the 
convention.  The  first  office  he  held  was  commissioner  of 
deeds,  elected  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  In  1833  was 
appointed  surrogate  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  and  after- 
wards elected  without  opposition,  and  held  the  office  for 
eight  years.  He  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Otsego  in  his  absence,  and  held  the  office  for  four 
years,  and  was  chairman  of  the  hoard ; was  appointed 
one  of  the  examiners  of  school-teachers  for  the  town  of 
Otsego,  and  took  a deep  interest  in  the  common-school 
system,  and  visited  the  schools  of  the  town  without 
compensation.  Elected  to  congress  in  1S46,  Otsego  and 
Schoharie  forming  the  congressional  district.  Made  a 
speech  opposing  the  extension  of  slavery,  which  was  favor- 
ably commented  upon  by  the  He w York  Tribune , Herald, 
and  several  other  papers.  Was  commissioned  adjutant,  major, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  colonel  of  the  12th  Regiment  of 
Artillery  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  in  the  fall  of  1829.  In  1850  was  appointed 
a member  of  the  American  legal  association.  In  1834 
became  a life  member  of  the  colonization  society,  and  in 
1S47,  a life  member  of  the  Otsego  Bible  association.  Was 
one  of  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Cooperstown,  fur 
twenty-seven  years.  When  a resident  of  Milwaukee,  he 
donated  one  hundred  and  sixteen  volumes  of  his  congres- 
sional books  to  the  Young  Men's  association  of  that  city, 
and  was  made  an  honorary  life  member  of  the  association. 
Mr.  Starkweather  had  four  sons  in  the  army  during  the 
late  Rebellion,  all  volunteers.  The  oldest,  John  C.  Stark- 
weather, was  commissioned  colonel,  and  was  in  the  three- 
months’  service,  and  afterwards  raised  the  Second  regiment, 
aud  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
having  been  promoted  to  brigadier-general ; was  in  six 
battles,  the  last  at  Chattanooga,  and  was  twice  wounded. 
At  the  time  31  r.  Starkweather  commenced  practice,  and 
for  many  years  after,  Elisha  Williams,  of  Hudson.  Nicholas 
Hill,  Sam  Stevens,  and  other  leading  members  of  the  bar 
of  Alhauy,  Daniel  Cady,  of  Johnstown,  Joshua  Spencer, 
of  Utica,  Count  Yanderlen,  James  Clapp,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Chenango  bar,  and  members  of  the  bar  from 
Delaware  county,  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Otsego 
circuits,  which  were  then  held  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court.  The  Otsego  bar  was  then  in  its  palmv  davs.  and 
was  considered  the  ablest  bar  in  the  State  west  of  the 
Hudson.  The  actors  of  those  days  have  passed  awav. 
The  old  familiar  laces  are  all  gone,  and  Mr.  Starkweather 
is  the  only  one  remaining. 

Levi  S.  Cuatfield,  while  a resident  of  Otsego  County, 
was  a member  of  the  assembly  four  sessions.  Speaker  of 
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tlio  house,  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of 
1840,  arul  attorney-general  of  the  State. 

Samuel  S.  Bowne  was  noted  as  an  advocate  rather 
than  as  an  elementary  lawyer.  As  an  advocate  he  stood 
deservedly  high. 

Levi  C.  Turner  held  the  office  of  county  judge  one 
term;  was  judge  advocate  under  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the 
secretary  of  war.  He  died  in  Washington ; was  brought 
home,  and  buried  in  Lakewood  cemetery.  His  widow  is 
still  living,  and  occupies  the  old  mansion-house  that  her 
father  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  present  members  of  the  bar  are  as  follows  : 


of  its  press.  In  that  locality  where  is  disseminated  this 
great  educator  of  the  masses,  by  which  public  opinion  is  so 
largely  shaped  and  controlled,  is  ever  to  bo  found  an  intelli- 
gent people.  The  blessings  flowing  from  a healthy  press 
have  been  bestowed  with  a lavish  hand  upon  the  people  of 
Otsego,  for,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Herahl , by  Eiihu 
Phinney,  in  1705,  down  to  the  present,  it  has  ever  been 
marked  by  a strong  intellectuality,  and  it  may  truthfully  be 
written  that  among  the  country  press  of  this  State  none 
wield  the  influence  or  command  the  respect  in  a greater  de- 
gree, in  their  several  spheres,  than  that  of  Otsego  County. 


Arms,  Clifford  S.,  Unadilla. 
Arnold,  F.  B.,  Unndilla. 

Burditt,  Luther  I.,  Cooperstown. 
Bowen,  Samuel  A.,  Cooperstown. 
Brooks.  George,  Cooperstown. 
Bridges,  Nathan,  Morris. 

Bowne,  Chas.  A.,  Morris. 

Burch,  William,  Cherry  Valley. 
Bates,  Davis  W.,  Cherry  Valley. 
Beutley,  Wm.  C.,  Butternuts. 
Baruum,  Jas.  W.,  Cherry  Valley. 
Bumiy,  L.  L.,  Oueonta. 

Burnside,  S.  S.,  Oneonta. 

Bowe,  L.  E.,  Otego. 

Benedict,  Philor,  Schenevas. 
Baldwin,  Fredrus,  S.  Worcester. 
Belknap,  E.  C.,  Unadilla. 

Barnes,  S.  J.,  East  Worcester. 
Cook,  Morey  S.,  Portlandville. 
Cary,  Edgar,  Richfield  Springs. 
Davenport,  J.  S.,  Richf’d  Springs. 
Edick,  Samuel  S.,  Cooperstown. 
Edson,  W.  D.,  Unadilla. 

Fay,  Parker  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Gorham,  Geo.  S.,  Burlington. 
Graham,  C.  II.,  Schenevas. 
Grant,  Samuel  U.,  W orcester. 
Gano,  C.  J.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Gould,  M.  F.,  Oneonta. 

Harris,  Edwin  M.,  Cooperstown. 
Henry, Lowell  S., Schuyler’s  Lake. 


Ilyam,  V.  A.,  Cooperstown. 
Johnston,  F.  Lr.,  Cooperstown. 
Keyes,  J.  II. , Oneonta. 

Keyes,  Melville,  Oneonta. 
Kendall,  Frank,  Cooperstown. 
Lynes,  Jas.  A.,  Cooperstown. 
Lewis,  John,  Cooperstown. 
Leonard,  Chatfield. 

Lane,  Albert,  Cooperstown. 
Loomis,  David  P.,  Unndilla. 
Luce,  II.  D.,  Richfield  Springs. 

M arsh,  John,  Cooperstown. 

, Nelson,  II.  D.,  Oneonta. 

; Pope,  Adclbert  A.,  Edmcston. 
i Sturges,  Hezekiah,  Cooperstown. 

! Scofield,  B.  J.,  Cooperstown. 

J Shaw,  A.  G.,  Oneonta. 

Scramling,  George,  Oneonta. 
i Shumway,  F.  D.,  Otego. 

I Stewart,  James,  Oneonta. 

Scott,  Seymour.  Oneonta. 

Tucker,  Jas.  W.,  Cooperstown. 
Tennant,  A.  C.,  Richfield  Springs. 
Townsend,  R.  M.,  Portlandville. 
Van  Horne,  Geo.,  Cooperstown. 
Wells.  M.  M.,  Hartwick. 
Washbon,  Henry  R..  Morris. 
Wendell,  William,  Unadilla. 
Ward,  Edm'd  A.,  Richf’d  Springs. 
Wilber,  Chas.,  Oneonta. 

Young,  James,  Cherry  Valley. 


A large  portion  are  self-made  men,  but  as  a whole  ranks 
as  high  its  any  bar  in  this  judicial  district. 

“ Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 

And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time.” 


CHAPTER  X I Y. 

THE  PRESS. 

tj’he  Otsego  Herald  or  Western  Advertiser — The  Impartial  Observer 
— Cooperstown  Independent — Freeman’s  Journal — The  Tocsin — 
The  Otsego  Republican — The  (Cherry  Valley)  Republican — The 
Watchtower — The  Cherry  Valley  Gazette — The  American  Banner 
— The  Morris  Chronicle — The  Worcester  Times — The  Susquehanna 
News — Tho  Unadilla  News — The  Weekly  Courier — The  Unadilla 
Herald — The  Unadilla  Times — Home  and  Abroad — The  Oneouta 
Herald — The  Susquehanna  Independent — The  Otsego  Democrat — 
The  Herald  and  Democrat — The  Schenevas  Monitor — The  Valley 
News — The  Temperance  Investigator — The  Otsego  Journal — The 
Oueonta  Press — The  Switch — The  Otsego  Examiner — Tho  Saw- 
Buck — Thu  Otsego  Farmer — The  Otego  Literary  Record — Temper- 
ance Newspapers. 


THE  PIONEER  IN  JOURNALISM 

in  this  county  was  Eiihu  Phinney,  who  established  the 
Otsego  Herald , or  Western  Advertiser,  April  3,  171)5.  This 
was  the  second  paper  west  of  Albany.  The  first  number 
bore  the  following  motto  : 

“ Historic  truth  our  Herald  shall  proclaim  ; 

The  law  our  guide,  the  public  good  our  aim.” 

It  was  a four-column  folio,  seventeen  by  ten  iuches.  printed 
on  coarse  paper.  It  was  published  by  Mr.  Phinney,  as 
editor  and  proprietor,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1813,  when  it  was  continued  by  II.  & E.  Phinney  until 
1821,  when  its  publication  ceased.  It  is  said  that  it  never 
demanded  pay  from  its  readers  until  the  last  number,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1821. 

THE  FREEMAN’S  JOURNAL. 

The  newspaper  now  called  The  Freemans  Journal  was 
given  that  name  in  1820,  about  the  time  the  Federalist 
party  broke  up.  It  was  started  in  1808,  was  for  a short 
time  called  the  Impartial  Observer,  and  then  changed  to 
Cooperstown  Independent.  Judge  Cooper  was  the  first 
owner  of  the-  material  purchased  for  the  office,  William 
Andrews,  for  a brief  period,  the  first  editor,  and  J.  II.  and 
L.  II.  Prentiss  the  printers.  John  II.  Prentiss  soon  took 
entire  charge  of  the  paper,  and  bought  out  the  interest  of 
Judge  Cooper.  Under  his  proprietorship,  which  extended 
for  a period  of  forty  years,  the  Journal  took  front  rank 
among  the  country  press.  In  1849,  Colonel  Preutiss  sold 
it  to  Daniel  Shaw  and  Joseph  A.  Titus,  who  remained  its 
editors  and  proprietors  until  July,  1851,  wheu  it  was  sold 
to  Samuel  M.  Shaw,  who  still  remains  its  owner  and  editor. 
It  exerts  a strong  influence  in  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  for  about  three  years  been  associated  with 
the  Croswells  in  the  publication  of  the  Albany  Argus.  He 
is  a native  of  Dutchess  county,  and  has  been  an  editor  since 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  With  the  political  movements 
of  the  Democratic  party  he  has  for  a quarter  of  a ceutury 
had  much  to  do,  and  has  been  one  of  its  trusted  counsel- 
ors. Though  often  solicited  to  accept  nominations  for 
office,  Mr.  Shaw  has  never  consented  to  become  a candidate 
for  any  official  position. 

Tho  Journal  was  originally  a four-column  sheet,  and  the 
first  subscription  price  was  two  dollars  a year.  It  is  now 
the  same  price,  and  contains  five  times  the  amount  of  read- 
ing matter.  The  office  in  which  it  is  printed  is  one  of  the 


The  intellectual,  civil,  and  social  status  of  a county, 
State,  or  nation  is  evidenced  by  the  character  and  condition 


most  commodious  in  the  State,  and  commands  a fine  view 
of  the  whole  length  of  Otsego  lake. 
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THE  OTSEGO  REPUBLICAN. 

This  paper  was  established  in  1S28,  bearing  the  name  of 
the  Tocsin,  and  was  changed  to  the  title  it  now  bears  in 

1831. 

Its  present  publishers  and  proprietors,  Messrs.  RilsscII 
& Davidson,  purchased  it  of  James  I.  Hendrix  & Son,  iu 
November,  17'J4.  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party  it  was  an  able  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  since  that  time  it  lms  been  a consistent  and 
iufluential  exponent  of  the  Republican  faith.  It  is  a well- 
established  paper,  and  takes  first  rank  among  the  leading 
weekly  journals  iu  the  State. 

It  is  a large  sheet  28  by  44  inches,  nine  columns,  and  is 
devoted  to  literary  selections,  choice  family  reading,  the 
news  of  the  day,  general,  political,  and  local.  Its  sub- 
scription price  is  two  dollars  per  annum.  The  offices  are 
pleasantly  located  on  Main  and  Pioneer  streets,  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y.,  and  are  furnished  with  all  the  modern  im- 
provements of  a first-class  printing  establishment. 

Andrew  Davidson,  one  of  the  proprietors,  is  the  editor. 
Mr.  Davidson  is  a lawyer  by  profession,  but  left  the  bar  for 
the  more  congenial  field  of  journalism.  Under  his  editorial 
management  the  Republican  has  attaiued  a large  circulation, 
and  is  an  able  exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party. 

The  first  paper  published  in  Cherry  Valley  was  The 
Otsego  Republican,  in  1S12,  by  Clark  A Crandall. 

The  Watch  forcer  was  established  in  Cherry  Valley  in 
1813,  and  iu  1S14  removed  to  Cooperstown,  and  was  pub- 
lished by  Israel  W.  Clark  until  May,  1 S 1 7,  when  it  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Edward  B.  Crandall,  and  was  issued 
until  1331. 

THE  CHERRY  VALLEY  GAZETTE 

was  started  in  October,  ISIS,  by  William  McLean,  by 
whom  it  was  conducted  until  1832,  when  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Charles  McLean,  who  continued  it  until 
Jan.  1,  1847.  when  A.  S.  Botsford  became  its  proprietor, 
and  remained  as  such  until  1851,  when  it  reverted  to 
Charles  McLean,  and  in  1853  was  sold  to  John  B.  King, 
and  issued  one  year  as  the  American  Banner.  King  dis- 
posed of  it  to  A.  S.  Botsford,  by  whom  it  was  re-named 
The  (J  ize'te.  It  subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of 
J.  L.  Sawyer,  its  present  able  and  efficient  editor.  The 
Gazette  is  a local  paper  of  merit,  and  is  iu  a prosperous 
condition. 

The  first  newspaper  iu  Morris  was  established  by  W. 

H.  \\  inaus,  in  1348,  and  discontinued  in  1847. 

An  advertising  sheet  was  issued  occasionally  by  A.  S. 
Avery. 

THE  MORRIS  CHRONICLE. 

Hits  paper  was  first  known  as  The  Otsego  Chronicle , and 
wu'  ota:  ..-rad  about  the  year  1883,  by  William  A.  Smith, 
by  whom  i:  was  issued  until  1885,  when  it  passed  into  the  i 
p'ssessk n cl  L.  P.  Carpenter,  who  changed  it  to  its  present  j 
name.  Mr.  Carpenter  published  it  ten  years,  when  his  son 
became  ass x-rated  with  him,  and  it  is  now  issued  by  L.  P. 
Carpenter  A Sou.  It  is  a lively  sheet,  and  deserves  its 
preseu;  :uiar;:v. 


THE  WORCESTER  TIMES 

was  established  by  M.  W.  I).  Fenton,  Sept.  1,  1875.  In 
1876  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Marcus  M.  Multer,  who 
conducted  it  until  Aug.  1,  1877,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
M iss  A.  E.  Smith,  its  present  editor  and  proprietor.  It  is 
ably  edited,  and  is  in  all  respects  an  excellent  local  paper. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  the  village  of  Unadiila 
was  about  the  year  1822,  in  Dr.  Huntington’s  old  store, 
by  William  Daily,  who  came  from  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co., 
N.  Y.  It  was  neutral  in  politics,  and  was  continued  but  a 
short  time. 

THE  SUSQUEHANNA  NEWS. 

In  August,  1840,  the  publication  of  the  Susquehanna 
News  was  begun  by  Edward  A.  Groves,  formerly  of  Coop- 
erstown,  N.  Y.,  in  the  old  Mechanics’  hall,  terms  two  dol- 
lars per  annum,  in  advance,  or  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  at. 
the  end  of  the  year.  Its  proclivities  must  have  been  Dem- 
ocratic, for  under  the  heading  of  the  paper  was  the  Jack- 
sonian motto,  “ It  is  not  iu  a splendid  government  supported 
by  powerful  monopolies  and  aristoeratieal  establishments 
that  the  people  will  find  happiness  or  their  liberties  protec- 
tion.” The  Susquehanna  Neios  was  continued  about  one 
year,  when,  in  August,  1 84 1 , the  name  was  changed  to  the 
Unadiila  News , and  was  published  by  George  W.  Noble, 
of  Unadiila,  about  eighteen  weeks  in  the  same  place  wi:h- 
out  any  change  in  terms  or  politics. 

THE  WEEKLY  COURIER. 

In  February,  1S42.  the  Weekly  Courier  was  started  by 
Edson  S.  Jennings,  of  Unadiila,  who  published  it  in  the 
Baldwin  House  about  one  and  a half  years.  It  was  neutral 
in  politics.  T.  S.  Ames  was  connected  with  the  Courier 
for  a short  time,  but  the  firm  of  Ames  & Jennings  was  di— 
solved,  and  Mr.  Jennings  became  the  sole  proprietor. 

THE  UNADILLA  HERALD. 

The  publication  of  the  Unadiila  Herald  was  eommenctxl 
by  William  S.  Hawley,  of  Canajoharie,  N.  Y.,  in  the  for- 
mer residence  of  the  late  Judge  Page,  and  was  continued 
about  one  year.  For  want  of  sufficient  public  patronage 
being  given  to  the  newspapers  which  had  been  started  in 
Unadiila  and  been  forced  to  suspend  their  publications,  or 
for  some  other  cause,  there  was  no  further  effort  made  to 
publish  a newspaper  iu  this  village  for  about  nine  aud  a 
half  years. 

THE  UNADILLA  TIMES. 

In  June,  1855,  John  Brown,  a Scotchman,  came  from 
Coblcskill,  N.  Y.,  and  commenced  the  publication  cd  the 
Unadiila  Times,  in  what  was  then  knowu  as  the  Carpenter 
buildings.  It  was  neutral  in  politics,  and  was  conducted 
with  considerable  ability  and  spirit;  but,  unfortunately  lor 
the  welfare  of  the  paper,  the  proprietor  lot  his  temper  get 
the  better  of  his  judgment  at  times,  and  the  office  was 
moved  to  the  Masonic  hall  building  and  its  puhkeuti-n 
continued  by  Mr.  Browu  until  about  Oct.  1,  1856,  wiiec 
it  came  into  the  hands  of  E.  S.  Watson,  of  Bain- 
bridge,  N.  Y.,  who  continued  its  publication  at  the  same 
I place  about  seven  months,  when  Mr.  Watson,  by  force  of 
I circumstances,  was  obliged  to  discontinue  its  publication. 
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The  office  was  closed  fbr  a few  weeks  and  then  sold  to 
George  B.  Fellows,  of  Unadilla,  who,  by  the  urgent  request 
of  the  people,  commenced  its  publication  and  moved  the 
office  to  the  present  location  of  the  Unadilla  Time s.  31 r. 
Fellows  found  the  office  in  a bad  condition,  the  good-will 
of  the  people  gone,  its  patronage  wasted,  its  reputation  at  a 
low  ebb,  and  it  seemed  like  a herculean  task  to  endeavor  to 
place  it  upon  a permanent  foundation. 

On  April  27,  1857,  Mr.  Fellows  took  possession  of  the 
Tintes  office,  and  for  eight  years  continued  its  publication 
through  “good  and  evil  report,’’  sunshine  and  storm,  pros- 
perity and  adversity,  and  all  through  the  trying  times  of 
the  late  “ Civil  War.’’  The  predictions  of  the  opponents  of 
the  enterprise  were  falsified,  while  the  hopes  of  its  friends 
were  realized,  until  the  Unaililla  Times  occupied  a prominent 
place  among  the  successful  newspapers  of  the  country. 

It  was  an  outspoken  and  decided  Democratic  paper,  aud 
did  its  full  share  in  the  advocacy  of  Democratic  principles 
and  in  the  formation  of  a correct  public  opinion.  In  short, 
the  Times , under  Mr.  Fellows’  management,  established  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a good  and  reliable  newspaper,  which 
time  cannot  dim,  and  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

On  April  1,  1SG5,  the  Unadilla  Times  was  sold  by  Mr. 
Fellows  to  George  E.  Beadle,  of  the  town  of  Otsego,  who 
published  it  until  Sept.  1,  1SG6,  when  the  office  was  again 
sold  to  Gilbert  A.  Dodge,  of  Whitney’s  Point,  N.  Y.,  who 
continued  its  publication  nine  years,  or  until  Sept.  1,  1875, 
when  A.  J.  Barlow,  the  present  proprietor,  purchased  the 
office,  making  in  all  a continuous  publication  of  the  paper 
for.  about  twenty-two  years.  The  terms  of  the  paper  during 
these  years  varying  from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  aud  a 
half;  its  name  changing  under  Mr.  Dodge  to  the  Home 
and  Abroad , and  back  again  to  the  Unadilla  Times  under 
Mr.  Barlow ; it  being  a Democratic  paper  up  to  a short 
time  ago,  when  its  publisher  made  it  independent. 

31  r.  Beadle  published  a very  creditable  newspaper.  31  r. 
Dodge  proved  himself  well  adapted  for  the  management  of 
a local  paper ; he  possessed  a great  diversity  of  mental 
resources,  indomitable  perseverance  and  industry,  accom- 
panied by  strong,  practical  good  sense;  while  3Ir.  Barlow, 
the  present  proprietor,  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  publish  an 
excellent  local  and  general  newspaper,  and  ho  is  doing  his 
work  well  as  a publisher. 

The  Unadilla  Times  is  now  established  on  a firm  basis, 
and  its  continued  existence  assured. 

TOE  UEItALD  AND  DEMOCRAT, 

I*|bli  shed  at  Oneonta,  N.  3".,  was  established  in  1S73  by 
Edward  31.  Johnson,  formerly  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Addison,  N.  Y.,  Advertiser , and  E.  W.  Capron,  of  Wil- 
liamsport, Pa.  The  establishment  of  this  paper  was  e fleeted 
by  the  consolidation  of  the  Oneonta  Ih  rald  and  the  Otsiijo 
Democrat.  The  Herald  was  established  by  L.  I*.  Carpen- 
ter, now  publisher  of  the  31  orris,  N.  Y.,  Chronicle,  who 
published  it  until  Nov.  1 1.  1870,  and  then  sold  to  G.  3Y. 
Reynolds.  In  November,  1873,  C.  8.  Carpenter  purchased 
the  office,  and  after  conducting  the  business  three  years 
sold  to  3Icssrs.  Johnson  A Capron.  The  Herald  was  Re- 
publican in  politics.  For  many  years  it  had  the  largest 
subscription  list  in  the  Second  assembly  district.  The  Dem- 


ocrat was  established  in  1SGS,  by  G.  A.  Dodge,  as  the  In- 
dependent. Subsequently  lie  changed  the  name  to  Home 
and  Abroad,  and  again  to  the  name  it  bore  when  consoli- 
dated with  the  Herald.  It  was  Democratic  in  politics,  and 
had  a good  circulation.  3Ir.  Jefferson  published  the  Dem- 
ocrat about  one  year,  he  purchasing  of  31  r.  Dodge. 

The  Herald  and  Democrat,  although  starting  in  the 
panic  of  1873,  after  cutting  off  all  duplicates,  attained  a 
circulation  of  over  sixteen  hundred  copies  within  six  months, 
which  has  been  held  until  this  time,  notwithstanding  hun- 
dreds of  names  have  been  erased  when  their  advance  pay- 
ment on  subscription  expired.  The  paper  has  a consider- 
able circulation  in  Delaware  county,  and  a larger  advertising 
patronage  than  any  other  paper  in  Otsego  County.  It  has 
thirty-six  long  columns,  and  the  subscription  price  is  §1.50 
per  year,  in  advance.  In  January,  1875,  3Iessrs.  Johnson 
A Capron  dissolved  partnership,  31  r.  Caprou  retiring.  In 
February  following,  C.  S.  Carpenter  accepted  an  editorial 
position  on  the  paper,  and  in  187G  was  made  associate  edi- 
tor. 3Ir.  Johnson,  the  editor  and  proprietor,  has  served 
thirteen  years  consecutively,  excepting  only  a break  of  one 
year,  as  clerk,  journal  and  assistant  clerk  of  the  assembly 
and  senate.  In  1S7G-7S  he  was  clerk  of  the  assembly. 

THE  ONEONTA  PRESS, 

now  in  its  first  volume,  was  established  by  G.  W.  Reynolds. 
3Ir.  Reynolds  is  a veteran  newspaper  editor  and  publisher, 
and  the  Press  ranks  among  the  best  journals  in  this  section. 

THE  SCUENEVAS  MONITOR 

is  an  independent  twenty-four-eolunm  weekly  journal,  pub- 
lished by  Rev.  S.  J.  Douglass,  B.P.,  editor  and  proprietor. 
The  paper  is  devoted  to  news  and  knowledge,  aud  has  a 
wide  circulation  among  the  people. 

The  Schenevas  Monitor  was  established  by  J.  J.  3Iulter, 
Esq.,  as  editor  and  proprietor  and  publisher,  in  Schenevas, 
N.  Y.,  September,  18G4.  The  village  was  then  a mere 
hamlet,  containing  within  its  present  corporation  limits  50 
dwelling-houses  all  told,  and  probably  200  inhabitants.  It 
was  an  isolated  locality,  1G  miles  from  any  place  exceeding 
its  size;  and  with  news-paper  at  20  cents  per  pound,  ham 
2S  cents  per  pound,  butter  50  cents  per  pound,  flour  1G 
dollars  per  barrel,  sheeting  75  and  [.riots  50  cents  per  yard, 
the  outlook  for  a successful  undertaking  in  newspaperdom 
was  anything  but  flattering.  One  may  judge  from  the 
foregoing  facts  that  pecuniary  aid  as  well  as  helping  friends 
in  the  beginning  were  few.  as  a large  majority  predicted  a 
speedy  failure  iti  the  enterprise.  But  31  r.  3Iulters  faith 
and  confidence  was  not  easily  shaken,  for  past  experience 
and  observation  had  taught  him  that  whenever  a railroad 
— a line  for  one  having  already  been  established — had  been 
constructed  through  such  au  isolated  valley,  and  the  steam- 
whistle  warned  the  people  of  such  hamlets  (especially  when 
surrounded  as  this  is  with  enterprising  and  prosperous 
farmers)  of  the  approach  of  the  cars,  there  would  be  an  im- 
mediate uprising  of  dormant  energies,  a new  impulse  would 
pervade  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  villages  would  sj  ring 
j up  as  if  by  uiagie.  Nor  was  Schenevas  au  exception,  fi-r 
j in  less  than  a year  after  this  time  the  cars  passed,  and  hopes 
i and  most  sanguine  expectations  were  more  than  realized, 
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f,.r  the  village  sprang  up,  ami  friends  of  the  Monitor  mul- 
tiplied and  gathered  around,  aid  was  freely  offered,  and  the 
Monitor  grew  up  with  the  village. 

The  paper  was  started  neutral  in  politics,  and  continued 
so  until  the  fall  of  1868,  during  General  Grant’s  first 
presidential  campaign.  It  espoused  the  cause  of  Democ- 
racy, and  continued  so  until  its  sale  to  the  present  editor 
and  proprietor.  Rev.  S.  J.  Douglass,  in  the  spring  of  1S76. 
At  the  time  of  the  change  in  1868  an  opposition  Republi- 
can paper,  27<e  Valley  News,  was  started,  with  a capital  of 
$51)00 ; but  owing  to  a split  in  the  party  in  the  county  at 
the  time,  that  organ  became  weakened,  and  was  defunct  in 
about  a year  and  a half  after  its  first  publication. 

The  Monitor  publishes  the  general  news  of  the  counties 
of  Otsego,  Delaware,- and  Schoharie,  and,  in  brief,  the  news 
of  the  world.  The  subscription  price  is  81.23  per  year,  in 
advance.  There  is  an  excellent  job-office  in  connection 
with  the  paper. 

THE  OTSEGO  JOURNAL, 

now  in  its  second  volume,  was  established  by  its  present 
proprietor,  Will  M.  Deitz,  at  Gilbertsville.  It  is  au  excel- 
lent local  paper,  and  deserves  its  present  prosperity. 

THE  RICHFIELD  SPRINGS  MERCURY 


Roseboom,  M.  W.  Russell,  of  Cooperstown,  and  1>.  K. 
Douglass,  of  Edmeston.  It  was  continued  as  a nionthlv 
publication,  its  terms  being  fifty  cents  a year.  It  was  th  n 
made  the  official  paper  of  the  Good  Templars  in  the  county. 
Its  motto  was  Fear  God  and  Paddle  Your  Own  Canoe.” 
In  June,  1S75,  it  was  again  enlarged,  and  published 
weekly;  its  publication  office  being  moved  to  Cherry  Val- 
ley. Its  publishers  were  Elwell,  Douglass  & Co.  The 
name  was  again  changed  to  The  Temperance  Investigator. 
its  terms  being  made  one  dollar  per  year.  In  1S77  its 
management  changed,  and  II.  D.  Elwell  and  John  D. 
Finch  became  its  editors.  At  the  present  time  it  is  edited 
b}1  them,  and  printed  at  the  office  of  The  Cherry  ValTy 
G azettc. 

The  New  Era  is  another  temperance  paper,  published  at 
Oneonta  by  an  association  of  temperance  men,  with  George 
D.  Scramling  as  business  manager.  Its  size  is  22  by  31 
iuches ; terms,  one  dollar  per  year.  It  was  established  in 
August,  1877.  Its  publication  is  continued  under  the 
same  management. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


was  established  July  10,  1S67,  by  Henry  L.  Crown.  He 
continued  its  publication  until  Oct.  22,  1868,  when  he  sold 
the  office  to  its  present  proprietor,  Mr.  C.  Ackerman.  M r. 
Ackerman  inspired  new  life  in  the  office,  and  Jan.  21,  1871, 
enlarged  the  Mercury  from  a 24-by-3G  to  a 26-by-4IJ  sheet, 
and  made  large  additions  to  the  office.  In  the  spring  of 
1873  he  purchased  one  of  C.  Potter  & Co.'s  power- 
presses,  and  to-day  has  one  of  the  best  country  offices  in 
the  State.  The  Mercury  has  about  1000  subscribers.  The 
jobbing  department  of  this  establishment  is  first-class,  and 
its  work  is  seldom  excelled  by  the  best  city  offices.  The 
present  firm — C.  Ackerman  & Son — are  enjoying  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  village. 

The  following  publications  arc  obsolete: 

The  Switch , “ Anthony  Switcham,”  editor,  was  a short- 
lived publication  issued  at  Cooperstown  in  1S09. 

The  Otsego  Examiner  was  established  in  Cooperstown, 
in  1855,  by  Robert  Shankland.  It  subsequently  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burditt,  and  in  1S57  was  discon- 
tinued. 

The  Saw-Buck  was  published  at  Cherry  Valley  by  John 
Fea. 

The  Otsego  Farmer  was  also  published  at  Cherry  Valley. 

The  Oteyo  Literary  Record  was  started  at  Otego  in 
1868,  and  subsequently  changed  to  The  Oteyo  Record. 

The  1 'alley  News  was  a short-lived  publication  issued  at 
Sehencvas. 

TEMPERANCE  NEWSPAPERS. 


In  the  year  1S72  a small  temperance  newspaper  made 
its  appearance  in  Roseboom,  under  the  title  of  The  Golden 
Rule , edited  by  II.  D.  Elwell,  and  published  monthly. 
The  subscription  price  was  ten  cents  for  six  months.  This 
little  paper  was  continued  for  about,  eighteen  months,  when, 
on  Jan.  1,  1871,  it  was  enlarged,  and  its  name  changed  to 
it-'  litors  being  H.  D.  Elwell.  of 


MEDICAL  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 


Organization  of  Otsego  County  Medical  Society — First  Officers — 
Censors — Delegate  to  State  Medical  Society — List  of  Members 
frotn  Organization  in  1S0G  to  1S7S — Present  Odieers — Homoeopathic 
Society — I.  O.  of  G.  T. 


Tn E OTSEGO  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
was  organized  with  a membership  of  fourteen,  at  the  court- 
house in  Cooperstown,  July  1,  1806.  The  following  were 
the  first  officers : 

President. — Joseph  White,  of  Cherry  Valley. 

Vice-President. — Thomas  Fuller,  of  Cooperstown. 

Secretary. — Caleb  Richardson,  of  Burlington. 

Treasu rer. — Isaac  North . 

Censors. — Thomas  Fuller,  John  Russell,  James  8.  Pal- 
mer, Ezra  S.  Day,  and  David  Little. 

Delegate  to  the  State  Medical.  Society. — Gordon  Hunt- 
ington. 

In  1S45,  in  consequence  of  the  sale  of  its  library,  the 
meetings  of  the  society  were  discontinued  until  lr57,  a 
period  of  twelve  years,  when  it  wws  reorganized. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  members  of  the  society 
from  1806  to  1878,  together  with  the  dates  of  their  adn..- 
sious  and  their  residences  (when  known) : 


1S0G. — Jos.  White.-  Cherry  Yal.  | 
Thos.  Fuller.®  Cooperst'n. 
John  Russell.  Cooperst'n. 
C.  Richardson,  Burlingt'u 
Isaac  Nash.® 

Ezra  S.  Day,®  Burlington. 
Royal  Rosso  Burlington. 
Nathaniel  Gilt,  Otsego. 
Levi  Warner. 

Jos.  Bigelow,®  Worcester. 
Bo/.aliel  Wright.4 
Enos  T.  Sjiencer.  Man  1-1. 
Ephraim  B.  Herrington.® 


Atnasa  Herrington. 

W.  L.  Horten,  Butternuts. 
Jas.  L.  Palmer.  Rich 'A  i i. 
Jonn  March. 

Thomas  Haw-.  RichSvI  i. 
ISO". — Alien  Harrington. 
H-xckhth  L.  Hr 
Francis  B.n  li.-\ 

W.  Edson,  New  1 
W ra. Campbell.  ' ■ 

David  Eli".  Oteg  i. 

G.  limiting;  n.  i. 


* Deceased. 
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Jos.  Balcom,  New  Lisbon. 
Morris  Hew*,*  Millbrd. 
Gardner  Wells. 

Reuben  Goodall. 

Hubbard  Goodrich. 

Beardsley. 

1809.  — Newell  Smith,  Burlington. 

N.  Buckingham,*  Exeter. 
Wm.  O.  Hall,  Pittsfield. 

G.  Westcott,  Springfield. 
Abel  Norton. 

Johnson. 

Mathews. 

Anson  Hollister. 

1810.  Kimball. 

1811.  — Henry  Manning. 

George  Hibbard. 

John  Jackson,  Jr. 

1812. — Floyd  Gilbert. 

Delos  White,  Cherry  Val. 

T.  Pomeroy,*  Cooperst'n. 
William  B.  Bud. 

Miller. 

E.  Griswold. 

1814.  — Walter  Wing,  Butternuts. 

1815.  — Jos.  Carpenter,  Maryland. 

1816.  — Anson  Tuthill,  N’w  Lisb'n. 

1817.  — Sumner  Ely,®  Clarksville. 

1818.  — Walter  Altny,  Hartwick. 

Henry  Clark,  Plainfield. 
Joseph  Linsey. 

J.  Blackman,  Butternuts. 
Horace  Manley,  Richfield. 
Andrew  A.  Johnson. 

1819.  — Paris  Pray,  Hartwick. 

U.  G.  Bigelow, * Worc'st’r. 

1820.  — Ariel  Spaffurd,®Co'p'rst'n. 

Wm.  Lathrop,  Butternuts. 

1821.  — P.B.  Peakman,  Coop'rst’n. 

Joseph  Boynton. 

Abel  Morse,  Laurens. 
Nathaniel  Willis. 

William  Benedict. 

1822.  — Consider  King,®  Milford. 

1823.  — B.  H.  Marks,  Burlington. 

Asahel  Todd,  Middlefield. 
Charles  Barrows. 

D.  V.  Thomas,  Richfield. 
M.  B.  Smith,  Burlington. 

1S24. — Russell  Bard. 

I).  Hartman. 

Alexis  Smith,®  Morris. 
James  F.  Johnson. 

E.  Curtis,®  Cooperstown. 

1825. — Wheeler  Palmer,*  Richf’d. 

Geo.  H.  Stone,  Otsego. 
Chas.  Porter,  Exeter. 
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Moses  M.  F.  Sage. 

1826.  — Zena  W.  Lay,  Cooperst’n. 

John  Hanney,*  Coop'rst'n.  j 
Austin  Church,  Coop'rst’n. 

1827.  — Hal.  Spencer,*  Edmcston. 

Winslow  Whitcom. 

Mcnzo  White,®  Cherry  Val. 

1828.  — Wm.  Stewart,®  Worcester. 

D.  Walker,  Jr.,*  Unadilla. 
Lucius  II.  Allen,  Cherry  V. 

E.  W.  Jackson,  Westtord.  ' 
Wm.  Powell,  Springfield. 
John  II.  Gray,  Exeter. 

J enks  S.  Sprague. 

John  Whiteside,  Milford.  I 
Julius  Rowley,  Decatur. 


Joel  Lull,  Laurens. 

John  V.  M.  Abbott. 

Nijah  Cone,*  Unadilla. 
Moses  Graves,  Springfield. 
John  Haekley,  Plainfield. 
L.  Coleburn,  Burlington. 
Enos  Spencer. 

Plinev  Robinson,  PlaiuTd. 
H.  S.  Harper,*  Cooperst'n. 
James  Tripp,  Otego. 

Isaac  Cathman,  Burl’gton. 
John  Colwell,  Unadilla. 

E.  B.  Benedict. 

G.  W.  P.  Wheeler,  N.  Lisb. 
Riley  J.  Tibbets. 

1829. — John  S.  Bliss, ' Otsego. 

T.  B.  Whitmarsh. 

J.  Ingraham,  Cooperst’wn. 
Fitch  Howes,®  Richfield. 
Je  ssc  S.  Hewitt. 

Chester  W.  Rice. 

Bradley  Blakeley,  Otego. 
1S30. — Welcome  Pray,  Hartwick. 
John  Drake,®  Westford. 

A.  L.  Bigelow,  Worcester. 
1831. — James  P.  Rosa. 

Tracy  Beadle,®  Coop’rst’n. 
Leonard  Barrow,  Decatur. 
Jos.  Dutcher,  Springfield. 
T.  Southworth,  Burli’gt’n. 

F.  G.  Thrall,  Hartwick. 
W.  W.  Taft,®  Burlington. 
John  W.  P.  Grove. 

1S32. — A.  E.  Metcalf,  Clarksville. 
J.  C.  Gorton,  Butternuts. 
James  Wheeler. 

S.  W.  Baker,  Plainfield. 

1833.  — A.  S.  Palmer,  Exeter. 

Wm.  B.  Rich,  Middlefield. 
Samuel  H.  Case,  Oneonta. 
Lewis  F.  Starkey. 

D.  R.  Boyce,  Milford. 

1834.  — Dyer  Loomis,  Butternuts. 

Elisha  S.  Saunders,  Otego. 
Jas.  Whitford,  Laurens. 

E.  Menzo Secor, Worcester. 
P.  E.  Johnson,  Cooperst’n. 

1835.  — I.  Barnett,®  Middlefield. 

Jas.  M.  Peck,®  Cooperst’n. 
Jer.  Green,  New  Lisbon. 

1836. — David  Hess,  Worcester. 

E.  J.  Altny,  Hartwick. 

1837.  — N.  M.  Harrington,  N.  Lisb. 

Fred.  Baker,  Butternuts. 
1S38. — Cyrus  Saunders,  Laurens. 
1839. — Ezek.  B.  Ingalls,®  Otsego. 

G.  C.  Gardiner,  Edmcston. 
Geo.  Hastings,®  M ary  land. 
Chas.  W.  Fox,  Morris. 
Alonzo  Churchill.  UiehfTd. 
A.  L.  Head,  Otego. 

S.  Brownell,  Butternuts, 

IS  10. — J.  W.  Sterricker,  Cherry  V. 

Jesse  Patterson,  Hartwick. 
1811. — L.  II.  Skinner,  Hartwick. 
D.  L.  Beardsley,  Milford. 
Wm.  R.  Bates,  Butternuts. 
J.  I'-.  Mather,'  Burlington. 
II.  S.  Hamilton,  Oneonta. 

Radwiek,  Butternuts. 

J.  N.  Northrop,  Decatur. 

G.  L.  Halsey,  Unadilla. 

A.  S.  Clarke,  Burlington. 


1843.  — W.  Bassett,  Butternuts. 

J.  L.  Fox,®  Cooperstown. 
A.  G.  Ely,  Milford. 

J.  L.  Barber,  Cooperstown. 

1844.  — Isaac  Fairchild,  Otego. 

A.  P.  Strong,  Laurens. 
Edward  Pratt,  Milford. 

W.  T.  Bassett,  Laurens. 

1845.  — R.  F.  Stillman,  Burlington. 

1857.  — J.  K.  Leaning,  Otsego. 

E.  Brown,®  Milford. 

T.  B.  Smith,®  Cooperst'n. 

1858.  — John  A.  Lidell,  Exeter. 

G.  Merrit,  Cherry  Valiev. 
Evandcr  Odell,  Unadilla. 
II.  Lathrop,  Jr.,  Coop'stn. 
Nelson  Reach,  Middlefield. 
1S59. — W.  H.  Leonard,  Worcester. 

G.  W. Metcalf, ®CIarksville. 
E.  E.  Houghton,  Maryl'd. 
A.  S.  Seeber,  Milford. 

P.  S.  Smith,  Hartwick. 
1860. — n.  L.  Harris,  Laurens. 

S.  S.  Mulford,  Cherry  V’y. 

E.  W.  Spafford,  Milford. 
1S61. — C.  Dickinson,  Westford. 

C.  A.  Gibson,  Decatur. 

A.  Van  Horn,®  Sp’gficld. 

1862. — W.  Spencer,  Edmeston. 

H.  M.  Blood,®  Milford. 

D.  W.  Patrick,  Exeter. 

F.  II.  Roof,  Cooperstown. 

C.  D.  Spencer,  Butternuts. 

G.  W.  Cook,  Otego. 

E.  Collins,  Burlington. 
1S63. — H.  A.  Almy,®  Hartwick. 

Lyman  II.  Hills,  Exeter. 
Horace  Snyder,  Richfield. 
1864. — Griffin  Itheno,  Exeter. 
John  W.  Still,  Morris. 
Erastus  King,  Plainfield. 


| 1867. — O.  D.  Ball.  Schenevas. 

D.  N.  Walker,*  S.  Valley. 

E.  D.  Hills.  Burlington. 

E.  B.  McClintock. 

A.  C.  Bunn,  Morris. 

L.  R.  Boyce,  Middlefield. 
1SC8. — If.  W.  Boorn^Schcncvas. 

M.  J.  Da  vis,  E.  Worcester. 
J.  J.  Sweet,  Unadilla. 

M.  Case,  Oneonta. 

E.  M.  West,  Otego. 

W.  0.  Smith. 

II.  R.  Pratt,  Milford. 

S.  L.  Robinson.  Hartwick. 
J.  G.  Parshall,  Cooperst'n. 

1869.  — W.  B.  Craine,  Richfield. 

E.  W.  Frisbie,  Springfield. 

1870.  — Nathan  Sraith,Clarksville. 

J.  Sharpe,®  Cherry  Valley. 
J.  D.  Clyde,  Cherry  Valley. 
1872. — W.  C.  Gifford.® 

J.  Edwards,  Westford. 
J.D.Fitch,Schuyler'sLake. 
1S73. — II.  II.  Clapsaddle,  Todds- 
ville. 

S.  J.  Fitch, Sp'gfield  Cor's. 
W.  W.  Perkins  * Unadilla 
Forks. 

S.G.  Pomeroy, W. Oneonta. 

1871.  — E.  McDougal,  Oneonta. 

* J.W.  Swanson. Sp’gfield  C. 
A.  N.  Russell. 

G.  L.  Merritt,  Cherry  V. 
P.  C.  Gilbert. 

A.  H.  Harris,  Worcester. 
1875. — M.  J.  McClellan,  Garrats- 
ville. 

D.  M.  Taylor,  Cooperst’n. 
D.  R.  Kenyon,  Mt.  Vision. 
1877. — J.  A.  West  lake,  Cooperst'n. 
Geo.  A.  Sloan,  Westford. 


Dr.  Joseph  White  served  fourteen  years  as  president  of 
the  society;  he  was  also  professor  of  surgery  in  the  Fair- 
field  medical  college,  and  president  of  the  State  medical 
society  in  the  years  1 SI 5—1 G. 

Dr.  Delos  White  was  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  Fair- 
field  medical  college  in  1820. 

Dr.  Sumner  Ely  was  president  of  the  State  medical 
society  in  1840,  and  Dr.  Jenks  S.  Sprague  in  1853. 

The  following  were  in  the  United  States  service  as  sur- 
geons during  the  late  Rebellion : John  A.  Lidell,  Geo.  5\  . 
Metcalf,  S.  S.  Mulford,  and  Harmon  51.  Blood. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Bunn  is  a medical  missionary  resident  of 
China. 

Dr.  W.  II.  Ivinnier,  of  Chenango  county,  and  Dr.  A.  L. 
Saunders,  of  Madison  county,  are  honorary  members. 

The  society  is  now  in  a prosperous  conditiou,  and  is 
officered  as  follows : 

President. — Nathan  Smith. 

Vice-President. — A.  S.  Seeber. 

Secretary. — E.  W.  Spafford. 

Treasurer. — L.  II.  Hills. 

Censors. — S.  G.  Pomeroy,  G.  L.  Ilalscy,  G.  L.  Merritt, 
and  J.  M.  Swanson. 

Delcya tes  to  American  Ahdical  Association. — Horace 
Lathrop,  William  Bassett,  and  G.  W.  Cook. 


* Deceased. 


* Deceased. 
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Pfl  gates  to  State  Medical  Society. — William  H.  Leonard 

and  II.  T.  Harris. 

THE  OTSEGO  HOAKEOPATIIIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

was  organized  in  18G0,  and  the  following  persons  were 
chosen  as  officers : 

P resident . — James  II.  Foote. 

Vice-President. — Erastus  B.  Warren. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. — Solomon  C.  Warren. 

Delegates  to  State  Society. — Merritt  Matteson  and  Nor- 
man Getman. 

Delegates  to  the  Oneida  County  Society. — J.  R.  White 
and  S.  C.  Warren. 

SOCIETIES. 

THE  INDEPENDENT  ORDER  OF  GOOD  TEMPLARS 
was  first  organized  in  central  New  York  in  1851,  and  in 
the  year  following  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  was  organ- 
ized. This  grand  lodge  continued  until  1S66,  when  it  was 
reorganized.  Prior  the  reorganization,  in  1866,  no  record 
of  a lodge  under  its  jurisdiction  can  be  found,  but  after 
the  reorganization  the  first  lodge  of  this  order  was  institu- 
ted at  Westford  by  E.  Williams  Mason,  who  was  then  the 
G.  W.  Secretary.  In  October,  18G6,  its  name  was  “ West- 
ford  Lodge,  No.  114,”  and  the  following  were  installed  as 
its  first  officers:  W.  C.  T.,  Wilbur  F.  Saxton  ; W.  Y.  T., 
Mrs.  A.  I.  Griggs;  W.  S.,  Oscar  F.  Lane;  W.  M.,  John 
K.  Tyler;  P.  W.  C.  T.,  Dr.  John  Drake;  L.  D.,  Chas.  II. 

. Bissell. 

This  lodge  continued  for  a few  years  and  then  sur- 
rendered its  charter.  It  was  in  this  lodge  that  the  present 
G.  W.  C.  T.,  Andrew  S.  Draper,  now  of  Albany,  was  initi- 
ated into  the  order,  Dec.  1,  18G6. 

The  second  lodge  was  located  in  Butternuts,  No.  123, 
and  was  instituted  in  1SGG.  This  lodge  was  burned  out  by 
the  fire,  after  which  it  ceased  to  exist.  The  third  lodge  is 
located  in  Morris  village;  its  name  is  Ililliugton  lodge,  No. 
1SG,  and  is  still  in  existence,  and  has  had  the  largest  num- 
ber of  members  at  a single  time  of  any  iu  the  county. 

During  the  winter  of  18G7,  a county  convention  was 
held  at  Westville,  composed  of  the  various  lodges  then  in 
existence.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  county  conven- 
tion. The  next  was  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the 
village  of  Milford,  Oct.  14  and  15,  1SGS,  at  which  meeting 
a committee  was  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
formation  of  a county  lodge.  The  committee  reported 
favorably,  and  the  following  are  the  officers  elected  at  that 
_ session:  W.  C.  T.,  E.  D.  Taylor;  W.  V.  T.,  Miss  E.  P. 
French;  W.  S.,  Dr.  A.  P.  Brown;  W.  M.,  Hiram  S. 

Wait;  W.  Chap.,  0.  Iv.  Crosby  ; W.  F.  S., Bixby; 

W.  Treas.,  Miss  Carrie  Coats;  W.  I.  G.,  Miss  Ida  Gor- 
ham ; W.  0.  G., Seabolt ; P.  W.  C.  T.,  C.  A.  Bowne. 

I he  name  was  then  selected  as  “ Otsego  County  Lodge,  I. 
O.  of  G.  T.,  No.  G.”  From  this  time  regular  sessions  have 
1'Cen  held  every  quarter. 

The  following  list  of  the  county  Chief  Templars  is  as 
near  complete  as  can  be  obtained  : 

' jr»-  Names.  Where  elected. 

E.  D.  Taylor.  Milford. 

1 Chas.  A.  Bowne.  Fly  Creek. 

Rev.  Jos.  Pitcher.  Cooperstown. 


Years.  Names.  Where  elected. 

1871  Dr.  Titus.  Ilycle  Park. 

1872  Chas.  A.  Bowne.  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

1S7H Chas.  A.  Bowne.  Fly  Creek. 

1874  E.  \V.  Spafford. 

1875  E.  W.  Spafford. 

1876  Geo.  D.  Scramling.  Ilyde  Park. 

1377 Geo.  D.  Scramling.  Unadilla. 


This  county  has  been  represented  in  the  list  of  elective 
grand  lodge  officers,  as  follows:  Mrs.  Geo.  D.  Hyde,  G.  W. 
Y.  T. ; B.  K.  Douglass,  G.  W.  C. ; Andrew  S.  Draper, 
the  present  G.  W.  C.  T.  ; E.  Williams  Mason,  who  was  a 
native  of  this  county,  as  G.  W.  Secretary,  and  served  in 
1866,  1SG7,  and  1SG8. 

Lodges  have  been  instituted  in  the  following  places: 
Westford,  Butternuts,  Morris,  Unadilla  Forks,  East  Wor- 
cester, Worcester,  Westville,  Ilartwick  Seminary,  Decatur, 
Edmcston,  South  Worcester,  Milford,  Laurens,  Middlefield 
Centre,  Exeter  Centre,  Fly  Creek,  Schenevas,  Unadilla, 
Hyde  Park,  West  Onconta,  Springfield,  Otego,  Cooperstown, 
Ilartwick  village,  West  Burlington,  and  South  Edmcston, 
West  Exeter,  Oneonta,  Portlandvillc,  Richfield  Springs, 
Toddsville,  Mount  Vision,  Maryland,  Garrattsville,  Pitts- 
field, Cherry  Valley,  Schuyler’s  Lake,  West  Edmcston, 
East  Springfield,  Burlington  Flats,  South  Valley,  Pittsfield 
Centre,  Clintonville,  Colliersville,  South  Ilartwick,  Taylor- 
town,  an  d II  inman  Hollow.  In  some  of  these  places  lodges 
have  been  instituted  two  or  three  different  times. 

At  present  there  are  lodges  in  Butternuts,  Morris,  Wor- 
cester, Decatur,  Edmeston,  Milford,  Fly  Creek,  Schenevas, 
Hyde  Park,  Cooperstown,  Hartwick,  West  Burlington, 
Oneonta,  Portlandvillc,  Mount  Vision,  Schuyler's  Lake. 
Burlington  Flats,  South  Valley,  Clintonville,  South  Hart- 
wick,  West  Edmeston,  Ilinmau  Hollow,  Tavlortown,  Una- 
dilla,— twenty-five. 

The  county  has  had  a total  membership  of  about  2600  ; 
at  present  it  numbers  about  1500. 

The  list  of  county  deputies  is  incomplete,  and  has  been 
as  follows  : 0.  K.  Crosby,  Chas.  A.  Bowne,  Andrew  David- 
son, B.  K.  Douglas,  II.  II.  Dresser,  51.  W.  Russell,  C. 
Mickle,  Jos.  Ryder. 

The  history  of  Otsego  County  Lodge,  Good  Templars, 
has  been  a remarkable  one,  and  one  full  of  interest ; but 
want  of  space  prevents  our  enlarging  upon  it. 

Rev.  Mr.  Titus,  the  W.  C.  T.  in  1871,  has  held  the  office 
of  G.  W.  C.  T.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
while  he  resided  there. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Foundation  of  the  Common-School  System — Governor  Clinton’s  Ac- 
tivity—Peek,  Comstock,  and  Hawley — Present  Condition  of  the 
Schools  in  Otsego  County — Number  of  Districts  — Number  of 
Teachers — Children  between  the  Ages  of  Five  and  Twenty-one 
Years — Number  Attending  School — Average  Daily  Attendance — 
Value  of  School-Houses  and  Sites. 

In  the  year  1795  George  Clinton,  then  governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  commen- 
school  system,  when  in  his  message  to  the  legislature  tl.  it 
year  he  recommended  to  the  people  ‘‘the  establishment  <d 
common  schools  throughout  the  State.” 
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The  legislature  soon  after  appropriated  the  sum  of  $.'>0,000 
to  be  divided  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  electors,  and  each  county  was  required  to 
raise  by  taxation  a sum  e<[ual  to  one-half  the  amount  al- 
lowed by  the  State.  Notwithstanding  Governor  Clinton’s 
urgent  appeal  to  the  people  in  behalf  of  the  schools  much 
inactivity  was  manifested,  and  in  some  localities  the  move- 
ment met  with  positive  opposition. 

The  cause  was  early  espoused  by  Peck,  Comstock,  and 
Hawley,  who,  co-operating  with  the  governor,  so  far  ad- 
vanced the  system  that  in  1819  there  were  G000  school 
districts  and  nearly  250,000  scholars.  In  1S71  there 
were  11,372  school  districts  in  the  State,  with  28,217 
teachers.  The  value  of  school-houses  and  sites  was  §20,- 
420,412. 

The  following  exhibit  shows  the  present  status  of  the 
common  schools  of  this  county. 

BURLINGTON. 

Thirteen  districts  ; 20  teachers  employed, — 19  males  and 
7 females ; number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  twenty-one,  509  ; number  attending  school,  425 ; av- 
erage daily  attendance,  210  ; value  of  school-houses  and 
sites,  §5500. 

BUTTERNUTS. 

Fifteen  districts  and  4 joint  districts  ; 33  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 5 males  and  28  females ; number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  575;  number 
attending  school,  499 ; average  daily  attendance,  252 ; 
value  of  school-houses  aud  sites,  §0005. 

CHERRY  VALLEY. 

Twelve  districts  and  4 joint  districts ; 22  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 8 males  and  14  females ; number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  713 ; number 
attending  school,  508;  average  daily  attendance,  202; 
value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §3300. 

DECATUR. 

Six  districts  and  1 joint  district;  10  teachers  employed, 
— 5 males  and  5 females;  number  of  children  of  school 
age,  220;  number  attending  school,  171;  average  daily 
attendance,  105  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §1975. 

EDilESTON. 

Eleven  districts  and  2 joint  districts  ; 30  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 19  females  and  11  males;  number  of  children  of 
school  age,  512  ; number  attending  school,  402  ; average 
iftily  attendance,  240  ; value  of  school-houses  aud  sites, 
§0589. 

EXETER. 

Eight  districts;  10  teachers  employed, — 0 males  and  10 
females  ; number  of  children  of  school  age,  382  ; number 
attending  school,  317  ; average  daily  attendance,  109  ; 
value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §2785. 

IIARTWICK. 

Sixteen  districts;  31  teachers  employed, — 10  males  and 
21  females;  number  of  children  of  school  age,  002  ; num- 
ber attending  school,  517;  average  daily  attendance,  283; 
value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §00 15. 


LAURENS. 

Sixteen  districts  ; 27  teachers  employed, — 9 males  and 
18  females  ; number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one,  409 ; number  attending  school,  411;  average 
daily  attendance,  197  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites, 
§7005. 

MARYLAND. 

Fifteen  districts  and  2 joint  districts;  31  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 8 males  and  23  females ; number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  744  ; number 
attending  school,  055  ; average  daily  attendance,  335 ; 
value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §13,705. 

MIDDLEFIELD. 

Nineteen  districts;  30  teachers  employed, — 15  males  and 
21  females;  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  twenty-one,  910  ; number  attending  school,  717  ; aver- 
age daily  attendance,  375  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites, 
§10,146. 

MILFORD. 

Fourteen  districts  ; 21  teachers  employed, — 8 males  and 
21  females;  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  twenty-one,  088  ; number  attending  school,  582  ; aver- 
age daily  attendance,  311  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites, 
§9920. 

NEW  LISBON. 

Fifteen  districts  ; 31  teachers  employed, — 13  males  and 
18  females;  number  of  children  betwen  the  ages  of  five 
and  twenty-one,  442  ; number  attending  school,  380  ; aver- 
age daily  attendance,  209  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites, 
§3845. 

MORRIS. 

Eleven  districts  and  1 joint  district ; 30  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 7 males  and  23  females  ; number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  758  ; number  at- 
tending school,  001  ; average  daily  attendance,  370  ; value 
of  school-houses  aud  sites,  §G0S5. 

ONEONTA. 

Thirteen  districts  and  1 joint  district ; 35  teachers  em- 
j ployed, — 13  males  and  22  females  ; number  of  children 
j between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  1151  ; number  at- 
j tending  school,  S95  ; average  daily  attendance,  509  ; value 
of  school-houses  and  sites,  §15,425. 

OTEGO. 

Sixteen  districts  and  1 joint  district;  44  teachers  em- 
ployed,— 18  males  and  20  females;  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one,  009  ; number  at- 
tending school,  511  ; average  daily  attendance,  277  ; value 
of  school-houses  and  sites,  §0010. 

OTSEGO. 

Eighteen  districts;  40  teachers  employed, — 9 males  and 
I 31  females;  number  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twentv- 
one,  1292  ; number  attending  school,  970  ; average  daiiv 
| attendance,  549  ; value  of  school-houses  and  sites,  §32.040. 

PITTSFIELD. 

Nine  districts  and  2 joint  districts;  22  teachers  em- 
1 ployed, — 8 males  and  14  females ; number  of  children 
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Town*. 

Burlington 

Butternuts 

Cherry  Valley 

Decatur 

Kilmcston  

Exeter 

Hartwick 

Laurens 

Maryland  

Miildletield 

Millard 

New  Lisbon 

Morris  

Oneonta 

Otego  

Otsego 

Pittsfield 

Plainfield 

Richfield 

Itoseboom 

Springfield  

Unadilla  

Westford 

Worcester 

Total  Towns 

County 


"Weeks. 

Days. 

Co«t. 

123 

3 

$186.87 

25 

2 

38.28 

236 

o 

357.73 

94 

2 

141. S5 

3 

65 

61 

3 

93.1)0 

52 

1 

78.95 

264 

1 

399.91 

212 

1 

321.18 

359 

5 

544.41 

184 

6 

279.83 

152 

3 

230.78 

575 

6 

871.85 

79 

4 

120.47 

52 

1 

78.94 

27 

4 

41.74 

263 

6 

399.48 

244 

5 

370.48 

203 

6 

308.64 

3265 

5 $4865.09 

2000 

3186.96 

5265 

5 $7980.05 

I also  annex,  as  per  resolution  of  your  honorable  board,  the  names 
of  paupers  charged  to  each  town,  with  the  number  of  weeks’  board 
furnished  each  pauper,  and  the  amount  charged  to  each. 


The  whole  amount  to  be  raised  is, — 


For  the  support  of  county  poor $3036.02 

Keeper's  3alary 500.00 

Permanent  repairs 835.00 

Physician ’. 132.00 

Transportation  of  paupers 111.98 


Total,  by  county $4615.00 

For  support  of  town  poor  by  towns 4944.03 


$9559.03 

I would  further  report  that  on  the  1st  of  January,  when  I took 
possession  of  the  property,  there  was  about  1000  pounds  of  ham  that 
were  spoiled  and  unfit  for  anything  but  soap-grease;  about  400 
pounds  of  spare-rib  that  was  spoiled  and  had  to  be  thrown  away; 
also  4 pigs,  weighing  about  150  pounds  each,  which  had  been  frozen 
and  thawed  a number  of  times,  and  were  sold  at  a low  price,  as  poor 
meat. 

I also  report  the  farm  in  fair  condition.  The  crops  were  all  fair, 
the  corn  good. 

On  the  county  farm  we  have  sowed  7 acres  of  rye  and  2 acres  of 
wheat,  which  is  looking  well. 

On  the  farm  known  as  the  county  wood  lot  we  have  fenced  in  the 
cleared  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  have  used  it  for  pas- 
ture. We  have  also  cleared  up  and  plowed  and  sowed  to  rye  about 
10  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  road,  on  which  the  rye  is  looking 
well. 

We  have  seeded  on  the  farm  about  45  acres,  most  of  which  is  look- 
ing well. 

Our  wood  for  the  past  year  has  been  all  cut  by  the  family. 


All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Dated  Nov.  10,  1S77.  ANDREW  SPENCER, 

Superintendent  of  the  I’uor. 
STOCK  OX  FARM. 

9 cows,  at  $30 $270.00 

3 horses. — two  at  $50  each,  one  at  $100 200.00 

j-yokc  of  oxen,  at  $150 300.00 

1 fat  cow 35.00 

1 yearling  heifer 20.00 

1 yearling  bull 15.00 

12  shoats,  at  $7  each 84.00 


$924.00 

PRODUCK  OX  FARM. 

1700  bushels  of  corn,  at  40c $6.80.00 

075  “ oats,  at  10c 270. U0 

550  “ potatoes,  at  35c 192.50 

70  “ beets,  at  35c 21.50 

40  “ onions,  at  $1 40.00 

30  “ turnips,  at  25c 7.50 

35  “ carrots,  at  25c 8.75 

10  “ tomatoes,  at  50c 5.00 

10  “ sweet  corn,  at  50c 5.00 

32  “ beans,  at  $2 04.00 

00  “ heads  cabbage,  at  5c 3.00 


1350  lbs.  butter,  at  25c $337.50 

35  tons  hay,  at  $10 350.00 

30  bushels  grafted  apples,  at  50c 15.00 

60  bushels  cider  apples,  at  20c 12.00 

10  tons  straw,  at  $5 50.00 

18  tons  cornstalks,  at  $4 72.00 

10  bushels  peas,  at  $1 10.00 

15  loads  pumpkins,  at  $1  15.00 

15  barrels  cucumbers,  at  $4 60.00 

3000  lbs.  of  pork,  at  6c 180.00 


$2401.75 

List  of  paupers  at  the  county  house  during  the  year  ending  Nov.  1, 
1877: 


BURLIXGTOX. 


Catharine  Nichols 

Mahayla  May 

John  House 

Peter  Crandall 

Clarinda  Johnson. 


Ezra  Hoyt 


James  Patterson 

Wm,  Gregg 

Mary  Miller 

Infant  Miller 

T.  Simpson 


Ahrnm  Horton... 
Lucy  Cummings 
Calvin  Ilauck.... 


BUTTERXLTS. 


CHERRY  VALLEY. 


DECATUR. 


Caroline  Landirs 


EDMESTOX. 


Charles  Stanton 


EXETER. 


HARTWICK. 

Rufus  Ingalsby 

Obadiah  Ward 


Augusta  Shutters 


LAURENS. 


MARYLAND. 

Stephen  Hooker 

Margaret  Fink 

Susan  Rich 

Infant  Rich 

Nancy  Woodcock 

Lav  in  a Robinson 


MIDDLEFIELD. 

Mary  Wilson 

Margaret  Antisdcl 

Helen  Woodbcck 

Irving  Doge 

James  Doge 

Oris  Cummings 


MILFORD. 

Nelson  Colby 

Einogene  Avery 

Sally  Ann  Merrihew 

Erastus  Stone 

Lois  Stone 

Fred.  Whitney 

George  Raker 

Dav  id  Howell 

Maria  SJiepherd 

George  Cole 

Mary  Cole 

John  Sargent 


OXEOXTA. 

Lucinda  Wakcly 

Adam  Swart 

William  William* 

George  II.  liamsey 

Richard  Brown 

Andrew  Sharkey 

Betsy  Couse 


Martha  Eymer 

John  Smith 

Darius  Smith... 
Jared  Jordcu... 


OTEGO. 


Weeks. 

Days. 

Amoniit. 

52 

i 

$78.94 

. 52 

i 

78.94 

, 10 

6 

16.44 

6 

3 

9.73 

, 2 

1 

3.25 

25 

o 

38.83 

50 

1 

75.70 

52 

1 

78.94 

45 

6 

69.42 

45 

6 

69.42 

42 

4 

64.43 

32 

2 

48.45 

52 

1 

78.94 

10 

2 

15.57 

52 

1 

78.94 

3 

65 

52 

1 

7S.94 

9 

3 

14.23 

52 

1 

7S.94 

52 

1 

7S.94 

46 

5 

70.72 

47 

o 

71.59 

47 

2 

71.59 

52 

1 

7S.94 

18 

4 

2S.12 

52 

1 

7S.94 

52 

1 

7S.94 

42 

1 

63.80 

7 

10.60 

6 

5 

10.27 

52 

1 

7S.94 

52 

1 

78.94 

51 

1 

78.94 

52 

1 

73.94 

52 

1 

7S.94 

52 

1 

7S.94 

1 

73.94 

4 

2 

6.49 

5 

4 

8.44 

16 

5 

25.31 

10 

4 

16.00 

10 

4 

16.00 

4 

3 

3.99 

52 

1 

7S.94 

52 

1 

78.91 

52 

1 

78.94 

1 1 

3 

17.30 

1 

4 

2.:js 

o 

4 

3.89 

12 

6 

19.46 

52 

1 

78.04 

52 

1 

7 s. 04 

21 

4 

32.ti<i 

26 

4 

40.23 

■ 


. 
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otsecd. 

Weeks.  Dhvs. 

51  1 

9 2 

52  l 

52  1 

52  1 

51 

1 4 

17 

15 

.19  1 

35  1 

35  6 


5 4 

45  5 

14  3 

5 

17  1 

27  2 

8 4 

1 

1 

PITTSFIELD. 


Melissa  A.  Turner 6 3 

Larry  McCarthy 10  3 

Arlina  Stanton 22  1 

David  II.  Goodspeed „ 40  4 

RICHFIELD. 

Jane  Popple 52  1 

ROSEBOOSf. 

John  Carroll 4 2 

Sarah  Carroll . 4 5 

David  I'ross 17  4 

Eliza  Phillips .; 1 


SPRINGFIELD. 

52  i 

52  1 

52  1 

52  1 

30  1 

24  2 

DNADIL1.A 

Thomas  Collahe 

Mariah  Patterson 

Catherine  Sturges 

George  Topless 

Elizabeth  Grant 

Fannie  Grant 

Infant  Grant 

George  Lamphere 

WESTFORD. 


Kellie  Thayer 27 

Henry  Gove 52  1 

Dnnverre  Drake 48  6 

Josephine  Thayer 52  l 

Larry  Way 11  5 

Widow  Owens 9 6 

John  Whiting 3 1 


52  1 

52  1 

52  1 

20  2 

42  1 

1 3 

11  1 

7 2 


William  Whitman.. 
Timothy  McCarthy 

Kane  Holland 

Lewis  Bennett 

Nell  Maxtield 

Isaac  Genter 


Daniel  Shoe 

Irene  Chapin 

Ubert  Hart 

||  irvry  Merrihew 

Julia  Norton 

I, ilia  Niles 

John  Green 

Mary  Green 

Philander  Green.. 
William  Hardy.... 

S i rah  Hardy 

.Margaret  Hardy.. 

Charles  Hardy 

Infant  Green 

John  S.  Green 

John  Flannigan  .. 

C.  .1.  Stillman 

Both  Bacon 

Margaret  Palmer. 
Susan  Northrup... 

Burt  is  Green 

Hannah  Bice 


Amount. 

$78.94 

14.00 

78.94 

78.94 

78.94 

77.21 
21.20 
15.74 

14.22 

39.20 

53.20 
54.28 
10.60 

8.43 

69.21 
• 21.85 

7.57 

25.95 
41.31 
12.88 

1.52 

1.51 


9.73 

15.79 

32.01 

61.43 


78.94 


6.49 

7.14 

26.60 

1.52 


78.94 

78.94 

78.94 

78.94 

45.02 

36.79 


78.94 

78.94 

75.94 

39.80 

63.80 
2.16 

16.S7 

11.03 


40.88 

78.94 

73.97 

78.94 

17.74 

14.82 

4.75 


THE  ORPHAN  HOME  OF  THE  HOLT  SAVIOUR. 


A Sunday-school  having  been  kept  up  for  some  years  at 
the  poor-house  by  ladies  of  this  village,  the  teachers  natu- 
rally became  much  interested  in  the  children.  But  it  was 
soon  proved  only  too  clearly  that  an  hour  or  two  on  Sun- 
day, with  occasional  visits  in  the  week,  could  accomplish 
little  for  the  lasting  good  of  these  children  so  long  as  they 
were  allowed  to  grow  up  under  the  same  roof  with  many 
adult  paupers  of  vicious  character.  The  desire  to  remove 


at  least  a few  of  the  children,  more  especially  the  orphans, 
to  a home  in  the  village,  became  at  length  so  strong  that  it 
w;is  decided  to  make  the  attempt.  It  happened  that  at  this 
precise  moment  Dr.  Charles  Hoyt,  secretary  of  the  State 
hoard  of  charities,  came  to  Cooperstown  to  see  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  the  poor-house,  for  the 
especial  purpose  of  urging  her  to  open  a home  for  the 
pauper  children  of  Otsego  County.  We  were  told  that  such 
a nlaii  had  already  been  formed,  datiug  back  indeed  some 


twenty  years  since  its  first  suggestion,  arid  that  au  effort  of 
this  kind  was  about  to  be  made  in  earnest.  Lack  of  means 
was  the  chief  difficulty;  but  this  difficulty  was  now  re- 
moved in  a manner  unforeseen.  Bishop  Doane,  of  the 
recently- formed  diocese  of  Albany,  came  to  the  house  of 
the  superintendent  almost  immediately  after  Dr.  Hoyt  had 
left  it.  The  plan  of  an  orphanage  was  mentioned  to  him. 
He  said  at  once  that  it  was  his  wish  to  open  a home  for  the 
orphans  and  half-orphans  of  the  new  diocese;  that  he  pre- 
ferred the  institution  being  in  the  country ; that  he  con- 
sidered this  position  to  be  a favorable  one,  and  that  be 
would  recommend  the  proposed  orphanage  to  the  conven- 
tions of  his  diocese  for  aid  and  support.  The  offer  was 
gladly  accepted,  and  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  pre- 
pare for  the  work. 

An  act  incorporating  “The  Orphan  Home  of  the  Ilnly 
Saviour,  a Home  and  Industrial  School  for  Orphans,  Half- 
Orphans,  and  Destitute  Children,”  passed  the  State  legis- 
lature in  March.  1870.  Eleven  trustees  were  appointed, 
of  whom  five,  residing  in  Cooperstown,  were  to  form  the 
executive  board.  The  convention  of  the  diocese  of  Albany 
formally  adopted  the  institution,  and  requested  every  parish 
in  the  diocese  to  make  a yearly  collection  for  the  support 
of  the  orphanage,  and  to  offer  it  aid  and  sympathy.  Get. 
1,  1871,  the  orphanage  was  opened  in  a small  cottage  where 
a dozen  children  could  be  received.  From  that  date  the 
work  has  gone  on,  steadily  increasing  in  its  labors.  The 
number  of  children  during  the  past  year  has  been  thirty- 
seven,  all  that  the  house  now  occupied  can  receive.  The 
county  officers  from  the  first  have  been  very  favorable  to 
the  institution,  looking  forward  to  its  assistance  in  educa- 
ting the  destitute  children.  The  supervisors,  the  year  after 
the  institution  was  opened,  made  it  a grant  of  the  orphan 
fund  allotted  at  that  period  by  law  to  this  county,  which 
had  accumulated  to  82S47.  There  being  no  other  orphan 
asylum  in  the  county,  the  fund  was  paid  over  to  the  orphan- 
age in  this  village.  With  this  fund,  and  S1953  from  other 
sources,  eighteen  acres  of  land  were  purchased  for  a build- 
ing-site and  small  farm  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  at  a 
cost  of  81800.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  severe  financial 
crisis  of  the  last  few  years,  money  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  raised  to  build  a suitable  home,  capable  of  receiving  a 
large  number  of  children.  But  the  great  depression  in 
busiuess  has  prevented  the  building  fund  from  being  com- 
pleted.  It  now  amounts  to  §1500.  The  want  of  a large 
house  built  for  the  purpose  is  sadly  felt  by  those  connected 
with  the  work.  Many  interesting,  and,  indeed,  urgent 
applications  in  behalf  of  orphans  and  half-orphans  have  to 
be  refused  for  want  of  room.  Last  year  there  were  four- 
teen children  from  Otsego  County  in  the  house  in  addition 
to  those  from  other  counties.  It  is  one  great  object  of  the 
institution  to  render  all  the  service  in  its  power  to  the 
children  of  Otsego  County  in  the  need  of  a home. 

The  expenses  of  this  orphanage  in  the  year  187 1!  were 
as  follows:  For  food,  clothing,  lights,  fuel,  salaries,  and 
wages  fora  family  of  thirty-five,  82793.97  ; house-rent  and 
repairs,  S367.54.  The  receipts  for  the  same  year  were  as 
follows:  from  collections  in  churches,  SSliO.  15  ; from  in- 
dividuals, 81SG2. 00 ; from  the  supervisors  of  Otsego  County, 
81124.00.  Total  receipts  for  the  year,  including  interest  ou 
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bonds  and  cash  on  hand  from  previous  year,  $4309.50.  At 
the  present  date  the  orphanage  has  no  endowment.  It  is 
free  from  indebtedness. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Cooperstown  and  Susquehanna  Valley  Railroad — Organization  of 
Company — First  Directors — Length  of  Road  — Presidents,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurers,  from  Organization  to  1S7S 
— Change  of  Gauge — Amount  of  Business — Albany  and  Susque- 
hanna Railroad — lncoq>oration — Length — Leased  to  Delaware  and 
Hudson  Canal  Company — Present  Officers — Utica,  Chenango,  and 
Susquehanna  Valley  Railroad. 

TUE  COOPERSTOWN  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY 

was  organized  on  Feb.  22,  18G5,  at  a meeting  held  at 
Cooperstown,  of  which  C.  Graves  was  chairman  and  Dorr 
Russell,  secretary. 

The  first  directors  of  the  road  were  as  follows,  viz. : L. 
I.  Burditt,  J.  P.  Sill,  Geo.  W.  Ernst,  Wm.  M.  Clinton, 
Rufus  Steere,  John  F.  Scott,  James  W.  Shipman,  Calvin 
Graves.  Ellery  Cory,  Geo.  L.  Bowne,  Wm.  Brooks,  Joshua 
H.  Story,  Dorr  Russell. 

The  first  election  of  officers  occurred  May  5,  1SG5,  when 
Luther  I.  Burditt  was  chosen  president;  Joshua  II.  Story, 
vice-president;  Geo.  A.  Starkweather,  secretary;  and  John 
F.  Scott,  treasurer. 

The  following  persons  have  officiated  as  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  from  its  organization  to 
the  present  time : 

Presidents. — 18G5— G8,  Luther  I.  Burditt;  1809—75, 
John  F.  Scott;  1S7G— 77,  Andrew  Shaw. 

I ice- Presidents. — 18G5,  Joshua  H.  Story;  18GG-67, 
Jcdediah  P.  Sill;  18G9-75,  George  W.  Ernst;  1 87 G — 77, 
W.  E.  Cory. 

Secretary. — 1S65-G7,  Geo.  A.  Starkweather. 

Treasurer. — 18G5-G7,  John  F.  Scott. 

Secrearies  and  Treasurers. — 1808,*  John  F.  Scott; 
18G9-75,  F.  A.  Goffe ; 1870, | Mr.  B.  M.  Cady. 

The  board  of  directors  as  at  present  constituted  is  as 
follows,  viz. : Andrew  Shaw,  L.  I.  Burditt,  Wm.  E.  Cory, 
Marcus  Field,  Robert  Quail,  C.  R.  Burch,  R.  II.  Bates, 
M.  Eekler,  Charles  Childs,  David  Wilber,  A.  A.  Jarvis, 
B.  F.  Murdock,  and  II.  51.  Hooker. 

The  road  was  completed  in  the  summer  of  18G9,  and  on 
July  17  of  that  year  the  first  train  of  cars  passed  over  it, 
drawn  by  the  locomotive  “ Ellery  Cory.”  The  road  is 
twenty-five  miles  in  length,  including  switchings,  and  its 
cost  and  equipment,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  company 
for  the  year  187G,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  S491,353.13. 

The  following  statistics  exhibit  the  business  of  the 
road  : number  of  miles  run  by  passenger  trains  for  the 
last  fiscal  year,  21,504 ; number  of  persons  carried  in 
cars,  33,153 ; number  of  miles  traveled  by  passengers  or 


* In  this  year  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treasurer  were  merged, 
f June  l,  of  this  year,  Mr.  Goff  resigued,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
prescut  secretary  aud  treasurer. 


number  of  passengers  carried  one  mile,  334,047  ; number 
of  tons  of  freight  carried,  980G ; number  of  tons  carried 
one  mile,  136,918.  The  road  as  first  constructed  was 
broad-gauge,  but  was  changed  to  a narrow-gauge  in  187G. 
This  road  has  proved  a substantial  benefit  to  the  people  of 
Cooperstown,  and  its  public-spirited  progenitors  are  entitled 
to  much  credit  for  their  indefatigable  efforts  in  building  the 
road,  and  through  whose  untiring  energy  it  has  reached  its 
present  prosperous  condition. 

THE  UTICA,  CHENANGO  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALI.F.Y 
RAILROAD  COMPANY 

was  organized  under  the  general  railroad  act  in  the  year 
18GG.  In  addition  to  the  road  running  from  Utica  to 
Binghamton,  a branch  was  proposed  to  Richfield  Springs, 
and  from  thence  to  Colliersville,  connecting  with  the  Albany' 
and  Susquehanna  at  that  point. 

In  1868,  through  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  Ezra  W. 
Badger,  the  towns  were  bonded,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
June,  1S70,  the  road  was  opened  to  Richfield  Springs  by 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  railroad  com- 
pany. The  road  has  not  been  constructed  farther,  but  has 
already  proved  a great  convenience  to  Richfield  Springs  and 
vicinity. 

THE  ALBANY  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  RAILROAD  COMPANY 

was  incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  legislature  in  April. 
1851,  with  a capital  stock  of  $1 ,400,000,  with  authority  to 
build  a road  from  Albany  to  Binghamton.  Some  difficulty 
was  experienced,  as  it  was  not  until  18G3  that  the  first 
thirty-five  miles  from  Albany  was  opened  to  traffic.  In  the 
following  year  the  road  was  extended  to  Central  Bridge, 
and  in  18G5  to  Oneonta,  a distance  of  eighty-two  miles 
from  Albany.  In  1SGG  it  was  built  to  Unadilla ; in  1SG7 
to  Bainbridge,  and  in  186S  to  the  tunnel,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  miles  distant  from  Albany,  and  in  1869  was 
completed  to  Binghamton,  the  western  terminus  of  the  road. 
It  passes  through  the  towns  of  Worcester,  Maryland,  Mil- 
ford, Oneonta,  Otego,  and  Unadilla.  In  1S70  it  was  leased 
to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  company  for  a term  of 
ninety-nine  years.  This  road  opened  a wealthy'  country, 
hitherto  comparatively  isolated,  and  has  been  the  means  of 
developing  and  adding  to  the  general  wealth  of  Otsego 
County,  as  well  as  others  along  its  line. 

The  present  officers  of  the  road  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

President. — Coe  F.  Young. 

Vice-President. — Robert  II.  I’ruyn. 

Secretary  ami  Treasurer. — William  L.  51.  Phelps. 

Directors. — Thomas  Dickson,  Scranton,  Pa. ; Coe  F. 
Young,  Honesdale,  Pa.  ; David  Groesbeck.  Suffern,  N.  Y. ; 
J.  l’ierpont  Morgan,  Charles  Tracy,  and  James  llosevelt, 
New  York  city;  Robert  II.  Pruyn,  Henry  Smith,  and 
William  L.  51.  Phelps,  Albany ; Arnold  B.  Watson,  Una- 
dilla; John  Cook.  Worcester;  John  Westover,  Riehmond- 
ville  ; 5Iinard  Harder,  Coblcskill. 

CHERRY  VALLEY,  SHARON  AND  ALBANY  RAILROAD. 

This  company  was  incorporated  under  the  general  rail- 
road law  of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a capital  .-.took  of 
$500,000,  with  authority  to  build  a railroad  from  a poiut 
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on  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad,  near  Cobleskill, 
Sharon  Springs  to  Cherry  Valley. 

I'jHiii  the  completion  of  the  road  it  was  leased  to  the  Albany 
and  Susquehanna  railroad  company,  and  the  lease  was  trans- 
ferred in  May,  1871,  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal 
company,  by  which  company  the  road  is  now  operated. 
Length  of  road,  2G.91  miles. 

The  officers  in  1875  were  as  follows: 

I'resitient. — William  IV.  Campbell. 

Treasurer. — Horatio  J.  Olcott. 

Second  Superintendent. — James  Young. 

The  board  of  directors  was  constituted  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam W.  Campbell,  Abram  B.  Cox,  Horatio  J.  Olcott, 
James  Young,  John  Beakley,  John  B.  Hoag,  Abram 
Sternberg. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

First  Agricultural  Exhibition  in  Xew  York — Organization  of  County 
Soeioty — Its  Officers — Premium  List — First  “Fair” — Address  by 
General  Morris — Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  — The  Society 
Abandoned— Its  Reorganization — Exhibition  held  at  Morris  in 
1852 — County  Agricultural  Convention — Permanent  Location  at 
Cooperstown — Officers  from  Reorganization  of  Society  to  1878 — 
Oneonta  Union  Agricultural  Society— Susquehanna  Valley  Agri- 
cultural and  Horticultural  Society — Citizens'  Agricultural  Society 
— Edmestou  and  Ilurlington  Agricultural  Society — Butternut  Val- 
ley Agricultural  Society — Scheucvas  Valley  Agricultural  Society — 
Unadilla  Valley  Stock-Breeders'  Association — Agricultural  Statis- 
tics, IS  1 0,  1S40,  1843,  1SG3,  1S75. 


The  earliest  agricultural  exhibition  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  State  of  New  York  was  a cattle  fair  held  at 
New  Amsterdam,  Oct.  15,  1641.  The  interest  manifested 
by  the  people  iu  that  exhibition  stimulated  the  formation  of 
other  societies,  and  the  general  benefit  derived  by  the  agri- 
culturists from  these  occasional  exhibitions  soon  became 
apparent,  and  a county  was  scarcely  organized  before  it  had 
its  regularly  incorporated  agricultural  society. 

The  county  at  present  has  seven  distinct  agricultural  organ- 
izations, viz.:  Butternut  Valley,  Edmeston,  Otego,  Oneonta, 
Schenevas  Valley,  Unadilla,  and  the  county  society. 

On  Jan.  1,  1817,  a meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Colonel  Henry,  in  Cooperstown.  for  the  purpose  of  consid- 
ering the  feasibility  of  organizing  a county  agricultural 
society.  Matthew  Derbyshire,  of  Hartford,  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  Samuel  Colemau,  of  Otsego,  secretary.  A 
committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  John  Smith,  Mathew  Derby- 
shire, James  Cooper,  Strang  Hayden,  and  William  Crandal,  J 
was  appointed  to  draft  a constitution  for  the  society. 

The  constitution  was  adopted  on  Feb.  5 following,  and  , 
the  following  were  chosen  first  officers,  viz. : 

1 'resident. — J acob  Morris. 

lieeordiny  Secretary. — John  IT.  Prentiss. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — James  Cooper.* 

The  first  premiums  offered  were  as  follows : 


Spring  wheat,  best  2 acres 

“ sccoihI  best 

lull  an  corn,  best  2 acres 

“ “ second  lo  st 


$12.00 

8.00 

12.00 

8.00 


* Kuown  to  the  literary  world  as  .lames  Fcnimorc  t’ooper. 


Peas,  best  2 acres $10. On 

“ second  best 3. ill) 

Barley,  best  1 acre T.mi 

Maple-sugar,  best  200  pounds In. On 

Cheese,  best  2(1  pounds 3. on 

Buck  lamb,  best 3. on 

Bull,  best  three-year  old In. mi 

Swine,  best  male  and  female 5. on 

Oxen,  best  not  over  five  nor  under  three  years In. on 

Cows,  best  milch 7. oil 

“ second  best 3. on 

Cloth,  domestic,  best  20  yards,  made  by  exhibitor ln.rn 

Pressed  cloth,  woman's  wear,  best  2o  yards,  a set  of  silver 

tea-spoons L50 

Linen  cloth,  best  20  yards  made  by  exhibitor,  a set  of  silver 

tea-spoons 8.30 

Flannel,  best  13  yards S.tlfl 


Total $I4J.0o 


The  first  exhibition  of  this  society  was  held  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  at  Cooperstown,  Oct.  4,  1817. 

The  address  was  delivered  by  General  Jacob  Morris,  and 
the  premiums  awarded  were  announced  by  Elkanah  W u- 
son.  The  following  letter  from  Governor  Cliuton  was  read 
by  James  Cooper: 

Albany,  Oct.  1,  1847. 

Sir, — Considering  the  establishment  of  societies  for  theprom-jli  n 
of  agriculture  greatly  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  our  country.  I 
shall  always  be  happy  to  manifest  my  seuse  of  their  importance  an  i 
value  and  my  high  opinion  of  the  public  spirit  and  intelligence  of 
their  founders,  and  I now  accept  with  pleasure  the  honor  of  admis- 
sion as  a member  of  the  Otsego  County  agricultural  society. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  transmit,  for  trial,  by  such  of  your 
members  as  may  see  fit,  some  wheat  of  uncommon  excellence.  It 
was  forwarded  to  me  by  Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Esq.,  a respectable 
citizen  of  Xew  York,  and  was  raised  at  bis  couutry  seat  on  the  i.-lac  i 
of  Xew  Y'ork.  Four  acres,  prepared  and  manured  in  an  ordin  ary 
way,  produced  100  bushels.  In  the  fall  of  1813  be  procured  from  on 
board  a vessel  in  the  harbor  about  half  a peck  of  it.  being  struck 
with  the  peculiarity  of  its  appearance.  The  produce  of  this  com- 
posed the  seed  wheat  of  four  acres.  The  straw  is  represented  as 
rather  small  and  stiff,  the  ear  of  the  common  size,  and  the  beard  of 
uncommon  length.  The  grains,  you  will  observe,  are  pretty  trans- 
parent, and  approach  nearly  to  the  hardness  of  rice.  The  place  of 
its  origin  cannot  be  exactly  ascertained ; but  it  is  either  the  coast  of 
Barbarv  or  the  island  of  Sicily.  The  wheat  is  uncommonly  heavy, 
and,  according  to  a certificate  in  my  possession,  weighs  t>3  pounds 
and  four  ounces  a bushel. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob’t  serv't., 

De  Witt  Clinton. 

James  Cooper,  Esq.,  Cor.  See.,  etc. 

During  the  reading  of  Governor  Clinton’s  letter  the  hag 
of  wheat  was  carried  in  and  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  pul;  :t. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  exercises,  which  consisted  ot — 1. 
vocal  and  instrumental  music;  2,  prayer;  3,  presidents 
address;  4,  music;  5,  awards  of  premiums;  6,  music,  x 
procession  was  formed  and  marched  to  Colonel  IL-nry  - 
residence,  where  they  dined.  Thus  ended  the  first  exhi- 
bition of  the  Otsego  County  agricultural  society.  The 
society  prospered  during  a number  of  years,  hut  suh.-e- 
quently  the  organization  was  abandoned. 

The  act  passed  in  1841  distributing  the  sum  ot  5 " 
among  the  various  counties  in  the  State,  for  the  pn>m>  ::  :> 
of  agriculture,  served  to  reorganize  many  of  the  - >■; 
which  had  become  extinct. 

On  the  14th  day  of  August,  1841.  a meeting  tv;t-  h 
at  the  house  of  William  Lewis,  in  Cooperstown.  >r  • 
purpose  of  reorganizing  the  county  agricultural  > "d  • 
accordance  with  the  act  mentioned  above.  Joseph  Ft 
officiated  as  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  Samuel  R i~--  • 
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secretary.  A committee  was  appointed  to  frame  a eonsti-  [ 
tution,  and  the  society  was  declared  organized,  and  officers  I 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  chosen,  consisting  of  a president, 
three  vice-presidents,  a secretary,  a treasurer,  and  an  ex- 
ecutive committee  of  five  members.  In  the  following  year 
the  executive  committee  was  made  to  consist  of  nineteen 
members. 

Annual  exhibitions  of  the  society  were  held  at  Coopers- 
town  until  1852,  when  a proposition  having  been  adopted  j 
to  merge  the  agricultural  society  of  Morris  and  adjoining  i 
towns  witli  the  county  society,  the  fair  that  year  was  held 
at  Morris.  Prior  to  the  year  1851  the  annual  receipts 
amounted  to  about  §350  ; but  that  year,  in  consequence  of 
an  entrance  fee  being  charged,  the  annual  receipts  were  in- 
creased to  about  $425.  During  the  years  1852-54  the 
society  made  no  advancement,  and  it  was  very  apparent 
that  the  grounds  must  be  enlarged  and  the  society  reorgan- 
ized. 

Accordingly,  under  the  amendment  of  April  13,  1855, 
in  relation  to  agricultural  societies,  a meeting  was  held  at 
Coopcrstown,  Oct.  10  of  the  same  year,  and  a committee  of 
seven  appointed,  with  authority  to  call  a “ county  agricul- 
tural convention.”  The  committee  was  composed  of  the 
following  persons:  Francis  Ilotch,  Frederick  A.  Lee,  Rich- 
ard Franchot,  0.  C.  Chamberlain,  Alfred  Clarke,  G.  Pome- 
roy Keese,  and  Kenneth  G.  White. 

In  response  to  the  call  of  the  committee,  thirty-eight 
delegates,  representing  fourteen  towns,  assembled  at  the 
court-house  Dec.  13,  1855,  and  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

That  the  convention  adopt  the  old  constitution,  as  amended  in 
1 842,  with  a further  amendment  that  the  executive  committee  consist 
of  twenty-four  members.  And  it  was  further  resolved  that  said  com- 
mittee have  power,  whenever  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  reorganize 
the  society  under  the  law  of  1S33. 

It  was  decided  to  select  a permanent  location  where  the 
exhibitions  of  the  society  should  be  held;  and  at  a meeting 
held  in  Coopcrstown,  January  8,  1856,  proposals  were  re-  | 
ceived  from  the  towns  of  Hartwick,  Morris,  Otsego,  and  j 
Springfield.  This  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  Morris  j 
on  the  22d  of  the  same  month ; and,  after  a prolonged  dis-  | 
cussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposals  of  the  various  towns, 
a vote  was  taken,  and  Cooperstown  designated  by  a major- 
ity of  one. 

The  society  was  then  reorganized,  with  the  following 
officers:  Francis  51.  Ilotch,  of  Morris,  president;  Alfred 
Clarke,  of  Springfield,  vice-president;  Jerome  B.  Wood, 
of  Coopcrstown,  secretary ; and  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  of 
Cefoperstown,  treasurer.  The  following-named  persons  con- 
stituted the  first  board  of  directors:  Henry  Roseboom, 
Jacob  C.  Rathbun,  Kenneth  G.  \\  bite.  \\  illinm  Davison, 
Richard  Franchot,  and  Linus  N.  Chapin. 

4 he  officers  immediately  proceeded  to  secure  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  pledge  of  the  village  of  Coopcrstown,  which  was 
the  donation  of  ground,  the  erection  of  buildings,  etc.,  and 
a lot  ot  ten  acres  in  area  was  rented  by  the  society  of  W. 

II.  Avcritl.  1 he  grounds  were  soon  inclosed,  buildings 
erected,  and  a track  for  the  exhibition  of  horses  constructed, 
at  a cost  of  82000,  which  sum  was  generously  subscribed 
by  the  people  of  Cooperstown  and  vicinity.  The  first  fair 


under  this  organization  was  held  in  October,  1S56,  and  was 
deemed  a complete  success,  the  receipts  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  $1200.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  people 
generally  in  the  society  stimulated  the  officers  to  purchase 
additional  land,  and  in  1861  an  adjoining  lot  was  leased  of 
Mr.  George  Clark. 

In  1870  the  society  took  action,  in  view  of  the  expira- 
tion of  their  lease  in  1872.  in  regard  to  a change  of  loca- 
tion. As  there  was  no  possibility  of  an  enlargement  of  the 
grounds  then  occupied,  and  as  a future  lease  could  not  be 
made  on  satisfactory  terms,  the  board  of  managers  were 
authorized  to  make  a sale  of  that  portion  of  the  old  grounds 
to  which  they  held  a title,  and  to  seek  for  a new,  perma- 
nent, and  extended  area.  This  was  done,  and  a purchase 
of  twenty-seven  acres  was  made  for  a sum  within  the  price 
received  for  the  sale  of  the  original  eight  acres  owned  by 
the  society. 

The  grounds  of  the  society  are  pleasantly  located  in  the 
southern  limits  of  the  village. 

The  following  persons  have  officiated  as  officers  of  the 
society  from  its  reorganization  in  1S41  to  the  present : 

Presidents. — David  If.  Little,  1841  ; Elisha  Doubledav, 
1842;  Joseph  Bennett,  1843—45;  O.  C.  Chamberlain, 
1846  ; W.  A.  Walker,  1S47  ; William  Rathbun,  Jr.,  184S  ; 
Joseph  W.  Ball,  1849—50  ; William  Davison,  1851 ; Samuel 
S.  Bowne,  1S52  ; Homer  Coleman,  1853  ; Alex.  H.  Clarke, 
1854;  Joseph  W.  Ball,  1S55;  Francis  M.  Ilotch,  1856- 
57 ; Alfred  Clarke,  1S58-63;  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  1864-67  ; 
Henry  Roseboom,  1S68-69  ; G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  1870-72  ; 
Luthur  I.  Burditt,  1873;  James  R.  Moriss,  1S75-76; 
Horace  M.  Hooker. 

Vice-Presidents. — O.  C.  Chamberlain,  1841  ; John  W. 
Tunnicliff,  1S42— 43  ; O.  C.  Chamberlain,  1S44— 45;  Hal- 
sey Spencer,  1846;  William  Rathbun,  Jr.,  1847  ; Joseph 
W.  Ball,  1848;  Luther  Smith,  1849;  Gustavus  White. 
1851  ; Henry  J.  Bowers,  1852;  Alex.  II.  Clarke,  1S53; 
0.  N.  Shipman,  1854  ; Benj.  Pierce.  1 S 5 5 ; Alfred  Clarke, 
1856-57;  Josiah  Davis,  1858-59;  Arthur  A.  Brown, 
1860  ; Geo.  Clarke,  1861  ; William  I.  Compton,  1S62-69  ; 
James  11.  Moriss,  1870-73;  John  B.  Hooker,  1S75 ; 
Fayette  Hinds,  1876-77. 

Secretaries. — Chas.  McLean,  1S41-51  ; Charles  Jarvis, 
1852;  Chas.  J.  Stillman,  1853;  Jerome  B.  Wood,  1854— 
56  ; G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  1S57  ; Chas.  I.  Stillman,  1S5S-61  ; 
Horace  51.  Hooker,  1862-72  ; Henry  K.  Jarvis,  1873-75  ; 
II.  51.  Hooker,  1876-77. 

Treasurers. — David  L.  White,  1841  ; Henry  Phinncv, 
1842—16  ; Geo.  W.  Stillman,  1 8 47  ; Seth  Doubledav.  184''— 
51;  A.  C.  51oore,  1S52 ; II.  P.  5Ietcnlf,  1853;  G.  Pome- 
roy Keese,  185-1—63  ; F.  U.  Johnston,  1864-66  ; Frederick 
G.  Lee,  1867— 69  ; Charles  F.  Hendrix,  1870-71  ; Fred- 
erick G.  Lee,  1872;  John  Worthington,  1873;  F.  G.  Lee, 
1875;  II.  I\.  Jarvis,  1876;  Tolman  C.  Smith,  1877. 

TIIE  ONEONTA  INION  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

was  organized  Sept.  21,  1872.  The  first  officers  were: 

President. — All e n Scrambling. 

I ice- Presidents. — E.  C.  Bundy,  W.  A.  Dewey. 

Secretary. — My  roil  Y ager. 

Treasurer. — John  Cope. 
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Directors. — William  M.  Mills,  John  Gouvey,  W.  W. 
Sim"-,  W.  II.  Cowre,  S.  M.  Ballard,  Jay  McDonald. 

Since  its  organization  its  growth  lias  been  rapid  and 
prosperous.  Its  fairs  have  the  reputation  of  being  the  best 
in  this  section  of  country.  The  grounds  of  the  society  are 
about  15  acres  in  extent,  beautifully  located  near  the  Albany 
and  Susquehanna  railroad,  embracing  one  of  the  best  half- 
mile  tracks  in  the  country.  The  Floral  hall  and  other 
buildings  afford  the  best  of  convenient  accommodation  for 
exhibition  and  stock.  By  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  its 
officers  and  the  citizens  generally  the  financial  success  of  the 
society  has  been  assured.  Its  present  officers  are: 

President. — W.  W.  Snow. 

Vice-Presidents. — Allen  Scrambling,  E.  R.  Sabin,  W.  F. 
Ford,  A.  E.  Hodge,  W.  M.  Mills,  W.  II.  Peck,  and  Reuben 
Hale. 

Treasurer. — John  Cope. 

Secretary. — H.  G.  Wood. 

Directors. — Walter  L.  Brown,  W.  M.  Potter,  A.  C. 
Lewis,  H.  G.  Wood,  S.  51.  Ballard,  and  W.  II.  Cowre. 


THE  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  AGRICULTURAL  AND  HOR- 
TICULTURAL SOCIETY 


was  organized  April  4,  1S57,  and  the  article  of  incorpora- 
tion reads  as  follows : 

This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the-  nnJersigned  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  State  of  New  York,  residents  of  the  towns  of  Una- 
dilla  and  Sidney,  in  Otsego  and  Delaware  counties,  of  full  age,  have 
associated  ourselves  together,  pursuant  to  the  act  parsed  April  13, 
1855,  as  a society  which  shall  be  known  and  called  “The  Susque- 
'hanna  Valley  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Society,”  and  the  par- 
ticular business  and  object  of  such  society  is  the  improvement  in 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  the  mechanic  arts;  that  the  business  of 
6uch  society  shall  be  conducted  at  Unadilla  village,  in  the  county  of 
Otsego;  that  there  shall  be  one  president,  two  vice-presidents,  one 
secretary,  one  treasurer,  and  eight  directors,  to  manage  and  conduct 
the  affairs  of  said  society  for  the  first  year,  and  that  such  officers  and 
managers  for  the  first  year  shall  be  as  follows  : Daniel  Hough,  presi- 
dent; David  Siver  and  David  Lee,  vice-presidents ; David  P.  Loomis, 
secretary;  Clark  I.  Hayes,  treasurer;  and  Nathaniel  Hughston, 
Salmon  G.  Cone,  Martin  B.  Luther,  Zaehariah  Curtis,  William  J. 
Weir,  Sherman  L.  Wattles,  Ira  E.  Sherman,  and  William  J.  Hughs- 
ton, directors. 

Dated  April  4,  1857.  * 

David  Sivf.h,  H.  C.  Gregory,  S.  G.  Cove, 

William  J.  Weir,  Martin  B.  Lltiier,  Ira  E.  Sherman,  S 

D.  P.  Loomis,  Daniel  Horen,  Lysander  Prichett. 

John  Hough,  William  J.  IIughston, 

Thus  this  society  was  organized  and  placed  fairly  before 
the  public  in  1S57.  Its  officers  were  : 
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It  did  much  good  in  the  community,  and  its  fairs  w 
very  successful.  In  1 Still  the  society  was  reorganized 
its  jurisdiction  extended  by  embracing  the  towns  of  I 
dilla,  Otcgo,  and  Butternuts,  in  Otsego  County,  Sidney, 
■ lasonville,  and  Franklin,  in  Delaware  county,  and  Bain- 
bridge  and  Guilford,  in  Chenango  county. 

W hile  this  reorganization  and  extension  of  territory  in- 


creased the  interest  of  the  people  in  the  society  and  en- 
larged its  sphere  of  usefulness,  it  rendered  the  act  of  incor- 
poration null  and  void,  and  it  became  a town  society,  or 
society  of  towns,  and  its  name  was  changed  to  the  “ Sus- 
quehanna Valley  Agricultural  Society.” 

Its  first  annual  meeting  was  held  at  White’s  hall,  Una- 
dilla, Feb.  23,  lSGd,  and  the  officers  chosen  were  : 

President. — David  Lee,  l nadilla. 

Vice-Presidents. — C.  D.  Fellows,  Unadilla;  Ralph  S. 
Dewey,  Sidney ; C.  Porter  Root,  Butternuts ; Erastus 
Smith,  Guilford;  Seeley  Wood,  Otego;  E.  S.  Bradstrcet, 
Masonville;  John  Bunks,  Bainbridge;  J.  Edgar  Payne, 
Franklin. 

Secretary. — Robt.  W.  Courtney,  Sidney. 

Treasurer. — Clark  I.  Hayes,  Unadilla. 

Executive  Committee. — Win.  Arnold,  Otego;  J.  M. 
Rockwell,  Butternuts  ; A.  W.  Mills,  Guilford  ; Hiram  Sco- 
field, Masonville;  Joseph  Juliand  (2d),  Bainbridge ; J.  G. 
Rogers,  Franklin ; H.  C.  Gregory,  Unadilla  ; J.  H.  Mc- 
Donald, Sidney. 

On  April  10,  1SGG,  a vote  was  taken  on  the  propositions 
of  the  towns  of  Unadilla  and  Otego  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  track,  etc.,  and  for  the  location  of  the  place  for 
holding  the  fairs  of  the  society,  with  the  following  result : 
for  Unadilla,  11  votes;  for  Otego,  5 votes, — so  that  Una- 
dilla was  selected  as  the  headquarters  of  the  society. 

An  effort  was  made  about  this  time  to  hold  monthly 
meetings  of  the  society  for  the  interchange  of  experience 
in  farming  and  the  discussion  of  agricultural  subjects,  but 
whether  successful  or  not  does  not  appear  from  the  records. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society,  on  Jan.  1,  lsG7, 
W.  C.  Harold,  of  Otego,  was  chosen  president ; Geo.  B. 
Fellows,  of  Unadilla,  secretary;  and  C.  I.  Hayes,  of  Una- 
dilla, treasurer. 

The  society  had  a reunion  of  the  officers  and  members 
in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  at  the  same  place,  at  which 
toasts  and  speeches  were  in  order ; and  although  compara- 
tively few  were  present,  owing  in  a great  measure  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  yet  the  record  says  these  few  had 
a social  and  jovial  time. 

The  meetings  of  the  society  for  this  year  were  held  in 
Fellows’  and  North’s  block,  and  on  August  24,  C.  I.  Hayes 
tendered  his  resignation  as  treasurer,  and  Frederick  A. 
Sands,  of  Unadilla,  was  elected  by  a unanimous  vote.  II. 
A.  Willard,  agricultural  editor  of  the  Utica  Herald,  deliv- 
ered the  address,  and,  judging  front  the  report  of  the 
treasurer,  the  fair  of  this  year  was  quite  a success.  Re- 
ceipts, §1337.88;  expenditures,  811S1.8U  ; balance  in  treas- 
urer's bands  $15G.08. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  Forter  A Fellows’  store, 
on  Dec.  14,  1SG7,  James  Russell  Blackman,  of  Butternuts, 
was  chosen  president;  Geo.  B.  Fellows,  of  Unadilla.  secre- 
tary ; and  A.  Y.  Sons,  of  Unadilla,  treasurer.  .V  consti- 
tution was  adopted  at  this  meeting  for  the  governance  of 
the  society.  The  fair  lor  1SGS  was  held  on  §•  p;<  mi  r 
23—25.  Benjamin  Cannon,  Esq.,  of  Cannonsville,  Delaware 
county,  delivered  the  address,  aud  the  Walton  cornet  b ind 
furnished  the  music.  For  some  reason  it  was  not  a financial 
success,  thirty  per  cent,  being  paid  in  premiums. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  Dec.  12,  18GS,  James  R. 
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Blackman,  of  Butternuts,  was  chosen  president ; Robt.  W. 
Courtney,  of  Sidney,  secretary ; and  David  Siver,  of  Una- 
dilla,  treasurer. 

The  fair  for  1SG9  was  held  October  6-7.  arid  was  a suc- 
cess, the  treasurer  reporting  receipts  $1061.28,  expenditures 
$1021.30,  balance  in  treasurer's  hands  $39.38. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  Pec.  21,  1SG9,  Joseph 
Juliand  (2d)  of  Bainbridge,  was  chosen  president ; David 
P.  Loomis,  of  Unadilla,  secretary  ; and  David  Siver,  of 
Unadilla,  treasurer. 

The  fourteenth  annual  fair  and  catttle  show  of  the  society 
was  held  October  5-7,  1870.  David  P.  Somers  declining 
to  act  as  secretary,  Milo  B.  Gregory,  of  Unadilla,  was 
unanimously  chosen.  The  Bainbridge  band  furnished  the 
music.  The  society  this  year  paid  eighty  per  cent,  in  pre- 
miums awarded,  leaving  a balauce  in  the  treasury  of  sixty 
ccuts. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  at  the  office  of  Justice  Siver, 
on  Dec.  24,  1870,  a vote  was  taken  on  the  continuing  or 
disbanding  the  society  ; three-fourths  of  those  present  voted 
to  continue  it,  and  C.  Porters  Root,  of  Butternuts,  was 
chosen  president ; Frank  B.  Arnold,  of  Unadilla,  secretary  ; 
and  Geo.  B.  Fellows,  of  Unadilla,  treasurer.  Frank  B. 
Arnold  having  declined  the  office  of  secretary  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  society,  Gilbert  A.  Dodge,  of  Unadilla,  was 
chosen  secretary.  The  annual  exhibition  or  fair  was  held 
Sept.  13-15,  1871. 

The  fair  for  1871  must  have  been  a financial  success,  for 
the  treasurer  reported  at  the  annual  meeting  that  there  was  j 
a balance  in  his  hands  of  $16.55,  and  the  premiums  must 
have  been  paid  in  full.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
society,  at  the  office  of  Justice  Heath,  in  Fellows  and  1 
North’s  brick  block,  on  Dec.  9,  1871,  C.  D.  Fellows,  of 
Unadilla,  was  chosen  president;  W.  D.  Edson,  of  Sidney, 
secretary;  and  Thomas  G.  North,  of  Unadilla,  treasurer. 
The  treasurer  elect  having  declined  the  office,  David 
Siver,  of  Unadilla,  was  unanimously  chosen  as  such. 

The  fair  of  1872  was  held  on  Sept.  17-19,  and  was  a 
success  financially  and  otherwise.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  society,  held  at  the  office  of  Justice  Heath,  Dee.  14, 
1872,  Samuel  North,  of  Unadilla,  was  elected  president; 
W.  D.  Ed  son,  of  Sidney,  secretary  ; and  J.  Fred.  Sands,  of  j 
Unadilla,  treasurer. 

The  fair  of  1873  proved  to  be  a success,  the  treasurer, 
in  his  annual  report,  showing  a balance  on  hand  of  $38.57, 
and  a vote  of  thanks  was  given  the  president  and  treasurer 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  had  discharged  their 
duties. 

£,The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  agricultural  rooms, 
on  Dec.  13,  1S73,  and  Samuel  North  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, W.  D.  Edson  secretary,  and  J.  Fred.  Sands  treasurer. 

The  fair  for  1874  was  fully  espial  to  its  predecessors.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  held  in  the  agricultural  rooms,  on  the 
second  Saturday  of  December,  1874,  Thomas  C.  Monroe 
was  chosen  president,  T.  L.  Arms,  of  Unadilla,  secretary, 
and  David  Siver,  of  Unadilla,  treasurer. 

The  fair  of  1875  was  held  on  Sept.  7—9.  The  treas- 
urer’s report  showed  that  the  fair  was  a success,  and  a vote 
of  thanks  was  given  to  the  outgoing  officers.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  society,  on  Dec. 


11,  1875,  Thomas  C.  Monroe,  of  Unadilla,  was  chosen 
president,  William  II.  Meyers,  of  Unadilla,  secretary,  and 
Daniel  Siver,  of  Unadilla,  treasurer.  William  H.  Meyers 
having  at  a subsequent  meeting  declined  to  act  as  secretary, 
A.  J.  Barlow,  of  Unadilla,  was  chosen  as  such  officer. 

The  fair  for  1876  was  held  on  Sept.  21-23.  and  was 
successful.  The  premiums  were  paid  in  full,  although 
there  was  a deficit  in  the  treasury  of  $9.70.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  at  the  society  rooms,  on  Dec.  9,  1876,  II. 
C.  Gregory,  of  Unadilla,  was  chosen  president,  E.  S. 
Jennings,  of  Unadilla,  secretary,  and  George  B.  Fellows,  of 
Unadilla,  treasurer. 

The  fair  for  1877  was  held  on  Sept.  12-14.  The 
thanks  of  the  society  were  given  David  Siver,  late  treas- 
urer, for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  an  officer  and 
member  of  the  society.  The  address  was  delivered  by 
Hon.  D.  D.  T.  Moore,  formerly  editor  of  the  Rural  Xew 
Yorker.  The  exhibition  was  a good  one,  and  the  number 
of  people  present  was  quite  large ; but  the  receipts  not 
being  sufficient  to  pay  expenses  and  the  premiums  in  full, 
there  was  paid  (pro  rata ) seventy  cents  on  a dollar.  The 
Unadilla  cornet  band  made  their  first  public  appearance 
on  this  occasion,  and  won  plaudits  from  the  people  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  they  rendered  their  selections. 

Thus  this  society  for  twenty-one  years,  through  prosper- 
ity and  adversity,  has  admirably  held  its  own,  and  stauds 
now  among  the  best  of  our  agricultural  societies,  and  is 
doing  much  in  the  accomplishment  of  its  high  mission,  the 
advancement  of  agriculture. 

THE  CITIZENS’  AGRICCLTCRAL  SOCIETY 

was  organized  at  a meeting  held  at  Otego,  Jan.  6,  I860, 
“ for  the  improvement  of  agriculture  in  its  various  branches.” 
by  the  election  of  William  E.  Arnold,  president ; Reuben 
Hall  and  W.  S.  Williams,  vice-presidents;  C.  S.  Williams, 
secretary;  E.  M.  Carver,  treasurer;  and  G.  L.  Martin, 
Wm.  Birdsall,  O.  F.  Myers,  R.  Day,  Jared  Burdick,  J. 
Talmage,  and  Wm.  B.  Fowler,  directors. 

Twelve  acres  of  land  were  leased,  for  a period  of  seven 
years,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a fair.  The  grounds  were 
enclosed  with  a tight  board  fence  seven  feet  high;  the  neces- 
sary pens  for  sheep  and  swino,  and  posts  for  tying  cattle, 
were  made  ; also  a half-mile  track,  nicely  graded,  for  the 
agricultural  horse  trot. 

A fair  has  been  held  every  autumn  since  the  organization 
of  the  society. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  in  1S76,  the  society  was 
reorganized,  and  the  grouuds  were  purchased.  The  receipts 
for  the  past  two  years  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  all  pre- 
miums; also  to  make  annual  payment  on  land,  and  money 
in  the  treasury". 

The  finances  of  the  society  are  in  a flourishing  condition. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows : 

President. — Wm.  Birdsall,  of  Otego. 

I ice- President. — Jared  Burdick,  of  Otego. 

Treasurer. — F.  E.  Shepherd,  of  Otego. 

Secretary. — E.  J.  Rathbun,  of  Otego. 

Directors. — M.  I*.  Finch,  J.  R.  Thorp,  T.  W.  Snyder. 
F.  D.  Shumway,  Jefferson  Ferry,  and  Edwin  G.  Birdsall, 
of  Otego. 
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THE  EDMESTON  AND  BURLINGTON  agricultural  ! 
SOCIETY 

was  organized  in  18GG,  and  lias  done  much  to  advance  the 
agricultural  interests  ot‘  this  portion  of  the  county,  and 
ranks  among  the  flourishing  town  societies  of  the  State. 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

President. — E.  C.  Waldo. 

Vice-Presidents. — F.  C.  Huntington,  Win.  Lines,  and 
John  Ruthford,  Jr. 

Secretary. — Edgar  Bootman. 

Treasurer. — De  Forrest  Talbot. 

Directors. — Ira  Talbot,  Adna  Wood,  Halsey  Cook,  N. 

N.  Talbot,  David  M.  Jordan,  and  J.  M.  Robinson. 

Marshal. — Joseph  C.  Arnold. 

Superintendent  of  Horses. — Ira  Talbot. 

Superintendent  of  Tents. — Delos  Smith. 

Superintendent  of  Sheep  and  Hoys. — Halsey  Cook. 

In  the  ladies’  department,  Mr.  J.  C.  Chapin  was  presi- 
dent. 

TIIE  BUTTERNUT  VALLEY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

was  organized  in  1S77,  and  the  first  exhibition  of  the 
society  was  held  at  Morris,  Oct.  2—1,  1877,  and  was  largely 
attended. 

The  officers  and  superintendents  were  as  follows: 

President. — Russell  Leonard,  of  Morris. 

Vice-Presidents. — Jabez  Collins,  Myron  IT.  Wagner,  of 
Morris;  F.  W.  Russel,  of  New  Lisbon;  Alfred  Patrick, 
of  Pittsfield;  John  A.  Cooke,  of  Otego ; John  Soden,  of 
Laurens;  J.  R.  Blackman,  of  Butternuts. 

Treasurer. — John  A.  Ward,  of  Morris. 

Secretary. — N.  Moore,  of  Morris. 

Directors. — C.  P.  Root,  Salmon  Harris,  W.  n.  Gardner, 
Geo.  Elliott,  J.  3\  . Still,  Thos.  Thayer. 

General  Superintendent. — C.  P.  Root. 

Marshal. — W.  Y.  Clinton. 

Assistant  Marshal. — 0.  A.  Edwards. 

Superintendent  of  Trade. — J.  H.  Wilcox. 

Superintendent  of  Horses. — Thos.  Thayer. 

Superintendent  of  Cattle  and  Sheep. — Geo.  Elliott. 
Superintendent  of  Sicine  and  Poultry. — Henry  Matteson. 
Superintendent  of  Gram.  Hops , Fruit , and  Vegetables. 

— C.  L.  Tucker. 

Superintendent  of  Butter , Cheese,  and  Mechanical  Work. 

— Spelman  Folts. 

Superintendents  of  Floral  Hall. — C.  L.  Pope,  II.  D. 
Whitcomb,  Leroy  Sanderson. 

General  Superintendent  of  Ladies'  Department. — Mrs. 

J.  P.  Kenyon. 

Assistant  Superintendents  in  the  Tent. — Mrs.  J.  II. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  X.  Moore,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Still,  Mrs.  E.  A.  | 
Stevenson,  Mrs.  Henry  Matteson,  Airs.  II.  W.  Cooke,  j 
Miss  Dell  Patrick,  Mi>s  Lillian  Lewis,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Sander-  | 
sou,  Miss  Hannah  Havocs. 


THE  SCHENEVAS  VALLEY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

was  organized  in  1SG*>.  with  the  following  officers: 
President. — George  J.  Smith. 

Secretaries. — John  R.  Boyce  and  S.  II.  Gurney. 


The  grounds  of  the  society,  embracing  about  sixteen 
acres,  are  located  one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  Seheneva-. 

The  officers  of  the  society  are  as  follows : 

President. — John  Fern,  of  Worcester. 

Vice-President. — Win.  II.  Seegar,  of  Colliersville. 

Secretary. — C.  M.  Aylesworth,  of  Schenevas. 

Treasurer. — Geo.  A.  Shutts,  of  Chaseville. 

Directors. — To  serve  one  year  : Geo.  J.  Nellis,  of  West- 
ville ; P.  F.  Crippen,  of  Worcester.  To  serve  two  years : 
Dow  31.  Webster,  of  Maryland  ; Thomas  Patrick,  of  West- 
ford.  To  serve  three  years:  C.  II.  Jewell,  of  Wcstford ; 
J.  P.  Burnside,  of  Maryland. 

Ex- Presidents. — George  J.  Smith,  John  Fern,  James 
McKown,  Ira  Sherman. 

General  Superintendent. — Wm.  Bennett. 

Superintendent  of  Horses. — Eben  Webster. 

Superintendent  of  Cattle. — Jacob  J.  Nellis. 

Superintendent  of  Sheep. — Dow  M.  Webster. 

Superintendent  of  Swine  and  Poultry. — Ira  Sherman. 

Superintendent  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables. — Almarin 
Baldwin. 

Superintendent  of  Wagon  and  Mechanical  Work. — 
Loren  T.  Brown. 

Superintendent  of  Ladies'  Department. — Ida  Howe. 

UNADILLA  VALLEY  STOCK-BREEDERS’  ASSOCIATION. 

In  writing  the  history  of  Otsego  County,  it  seems  emi- 
nently proper  to  give  a brief  account  of  a movement,  now 
being  made  upon  its  western  border,  in  the  Unadilla  vailey, 
for  the  improvement  of  neat  cattle. 

Agricultural  movements  do  not  attract  the  attentiou  of 
the  world  like  military  or  political  movements ; yet  in  their 
consequences  of  increased  wealth  and  its  concomitants. — 
increased  refinement,  intelligence,  and  happiness, — they 
often  far  outrival  wars  or  political  changes. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  Unadilla  valley  is  one  of 
the  finest  dairy  districts  of  New  York  State.  Its  meadows 
and  pastures  yield  abundantly'  the  most  nutritious  grasses, 
and  from  its  hillsides  bubble  up  the  coolest  fountains  and 
flow  forth  the  purest  brooklets.  Its  inhabitants  are  mostly 
of  New  England  origin,  inheriting  a full  measure  of  Yankee 
thrift  and  enterprise. 

From  the  first  settlement  of  this  valley,  its  main  articles 
of  production  and  export  have  been  butter  and  cheese.  Its 
butter  often  going  into  market  transformed  by  the  miidie- 
men  into  “ gilt-edged  Orange  county,”  and  its  cheese  pas— 
ing  through  Herkimer  county,  in  process  of  marketing, 
going  to  establish  the  reputation  of  what,  in  the  old  w.tIG. 
is  called  Herkimer  county  cheese.” 

The  natural  depletion  of  the  herds  of  the  dairymen.  1 y 
age  and  other  causes,  was  mainly  supplied  by  heifers  rcan  i 
bv  the  farmers  themselves.  For  a time,  however,  a iiiuiu-i 
number  of  cows  were  imported  from  Canada  and  the 
western  States.  These  poorly  answered  their  rurp  — - 
and  the  farmers  generally  found  them  unprofitable:  _• 

therefore  returned  to  the  practice  of  rearing  their  owu 
heifers  with  increased  attention,  liberally  resorting  to  ti  e 
different  breeds  of  thoroughbred  cattle  as  a means  of  im- 
provement. 

As  early  as  1S40,  Mr.  Warren  De  Laucey,  of  what  was 
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then  known  as  “ EJmeston  Manor,’’  introduced  the  Dur- 
hams,  the  father  of  .Mr.  De  Lancey,  a resident  of  West- 
chester county,  having  been  the  purchaser  of  the  first 
Durhams  ever  imported  into  the  United  States.  Devon 
blood  was  also  introduced  from  the  herd  of  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, of  the  town  of  Morris.  The  “ Ackley  breed,”  a 
family  of  large,  pale-red  cattle,  originating  in  the  south 
part  of  Madison  county,  was  also  resorted  to  as  a means  of 
improvement. 

In  1SC4,  Mr.  II.  Langworthy,  with  other  farmers  of  his 
neighborhood,  formed  a company,  and  purchased  a thor- 
oughbred Ayrshire  bull  of  Mr.  C.  I.  Hayes,  of  the  town 
of  Unadilla.  This  animal  was  used  for  several  years,  when 
the  same  company  procured  another  thoroughbred  Ayr- 
shire bull,  of  the  celebrated  herd  of  Wolcott  and  Campbell, 
of  New  York  Mills.  Previous  to  this  another  company 
had  been  formed,  with  0.  B.  II inkley  as  president,  and  the 
locally  famous  thoroughbred  Short-horn  bull,  Numa,  had 
been  purchased.  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Hamilton  Bur- 
dick commenced  breeding  the  Peri  and  the  Oxford  families 
of  Short-horns,  and  for  a period  of  at  least  twenty  years 
L.  & T.  Iloxie  had  been  engaged  in  breeding  up  a family 
of  milking  Devons,  resorting  to  the  herds  of  Samuel  Baker, 
Esq.,  of  Earlville,  and  of  Mr.  Cole,  of  Batavia,  for  out- 
crossing.  And,  finally,  Mr.  S.  L.  Iloxie  purchased  a thor- 
oughbred Short-horn  bull,  whose  dam  was  from  one  of  the 
noted  families  of  Kentucky  Short-horns.  Thus  was  there 
a continuous  effort,  extending  over  a period  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  to  improve  the  dairy  stock  of  this  locality, 
and  not  without  success.  Some  of  the  farmers  now  pos- 
sess splendid  herds  of  graded  Ayrshires,  while  in  other 
herds  are  noticeable  the  prompt  and  portly  bearing  of  the 
aristocratic  Short-horns,  while  here  and  there  are  to  be  seen 
the  fine  forms  and  beautiful  color  of  the  Devons. 

The  men  who  engaged  in  these  efforts  did  not  resort  to 
this  work  as  a pastime;  they  looked  for  profit.  They  were 
men  who  knew  the  points  of  a good  cow  as  well  as  they 
knew  the  features  of  their  children.  They  were  men  who 
thought  more  than  they  talked,  who  cared  little  for  show 
and  much  for  merit.  They  studied  the  particular  charac- 
teristics of  the  different  breeds  and  their  crosses  with  prac- 
tical accuracy.  They  noted  their  superior  qualities,  and 
marked  their  deficiencies  with  an  eye  to  the  shambles  and 
to  the  milk-pail.  They  found  the  Short-horns  too  much 
inclined  to  take  on  fat  while  milking.  If  liberallv  fed 
they  generally  commenced  fattening  and  proportionately 
decreased  in  milk  production.  They  found  that  the  Devons 
gave  a rich  quality  of  milk,  but  as  a rule  they  were  not 
“deep  milkers,”  and  that  the  Ayrshires  spent  too  much  1 
of  their  food  in  nervous  energy.  When  young,  their  teats  j 
were  so  short  as  to  render  them  extremely  vexatious  to  i 
milk,  while  their  fleshy  udders  were  particularly  liable  to 
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an  investigation  of  the  Holstein  and  Dutch  breeds  of  cattle. 
\ arious  herds  were  visited,  observations  made,  and  notes 


compared.  They  studied  them  as  lawyers  study  an  im- 
portant case.  Books  were  read,  authorities  looked  up,  and 
the  testimony  for  and  against  carefully  weighed.  In  the 
autumn  of  1874,  Mr.  II.  Langworthy  and  Mr.  D.  J. 
Hiukley  went  to  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
the  various  herds  of  these  cattle  in  that  State,  and  of  pur- 
chasing if  satisfactory  animals  could  be  obtained.  They 
first  visited  the  herd  of  the  Hon.  Winthrop  W.  Cheney, 
of  Belmont,  the  first  modern  importer  of  Dutch  cattle.  Mr. 
Cheney  had  been  fortunate  in  his  first  importations.  So 
fine  was  their  appearance  and  so  wonderful  their  milk 
records,  that  they  had  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of 
breeders  and  dairymen  throughout  the  United  States.  So 
much  interest  was  manifested  that  the  Commission  of 
Agriculture  invited  Mr.  Cheney  to  prepare  a paper,  upon 
this  breed  of  cattle,  for  publication  in  the  Agricultural 
Report  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  18G4.  The  miik 
records  there  presented  appeared  almost  fabulous  to  the 
ordinary  dairyman.  Mr.  Cheney  had  heretofore  called  his 
cattle  “ Dutch  cattle.”  In  the  heading  of  the  article  in  the 
Agricultural  Report  he  had  changed  this  appellation  to 
“ Holstein  cattle,”  although  in  the  body  of  his  essay  he  still 
adhered  to  the  name  “ Dutch.”  “ Why  he  thus  gave  them 
the  name  Holstein,”  says  the  veteran  author  and  agricultu- 
rist, J.  J.  Thomas,  “ was  always  a mystery.  Many  sup- 
posed that,  as  a thrifty  merchant,  the  iuiporter  wished  to 
establish  a trade-mark  which  would  secure  him  in  his 
monopoly,  but  this  was  probably  a mistake.”  If  this  were 
true  it  had  the  opposite  result.  It  opened  the  whole  of 
Northern  Europe  as  a source  of  supply  of  “ Holstein 
cattle,”  from  whence  inferior  cattle  could  be  brought  and 
sold  upon  the  reputation  alone  belonging  to  the  Duteh- 
Friesian  cattle.  Importations  were  immediately  stimulated 
with  the  prospect  of  buying  these  cattle  at  low  figures  and 
selling  them  at  high  prices.  Some  of  the  importers  sent 
directly  to  Holstein,  others  to  Oldenburg,  and  others  to 
East  Friesland.  The  only  common  characteristics  aimed  at 
were  size  and  color.  A Holstein  herd-book  was  established, 
and  all  animals  were  received  and  registered,  whether  they 
were  Oldenburgers,  or  Holsteins  proper,  or  Improved  Dutch 
cattle,  if  they  were  only  iu  color  " black  and  white  varie- 
gated,” and  of  large  size.  At  least  three  distinct  breeds 
were  thus  confounded, — breeds  possessing  as  marked  differ- 
ences as  the  Herefords  and  Short-horns.  It  was  a great 
mistake.  Whether  Mr.  Cheney  ever  saw  this  mistake  is 
doubtful,  and  whether  the  Dutch  cattle  recorded  will  con- 
tinue to  be  able  to  successfully  keep  up  their  reputation  is 
a questiou.  Why  the  Oldenburgers,  that  are,  according  to 
this  very  herd-book,  “a  large,  coarse  breed  of  cattle,  not 
famous  for  being  great  milkers,”  should  be  admitted  to 
registry,  on  equal  standing  with  “ the  North  Hollanders, 
that  have  been  improved  and  brought  to  an  almost  incredi- 
ble state  of  perfection,”  seems  surprising  to  say  the  least. 
It  may  have  been  from  a desire  to  fill  up  the  herd-bt  k. 
and  thus  give  them  position  in  the  agricultural  world. 
The  true  object  of  a herd-book  is  to  preserve  tire  purity  of 
the  breed.  It  would  seem  that  the  course  pursued  would 
have  no  other  effect  than  to  nullify  this  object.  It  is 
argued  that  “ those  animals  have  the  same  common  origin, 
and  the  same  general  characteristics.”  But  it  is  not 
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••common  origin  and  general  characteristics”  that  designate 
a breed,  it  is  particular  origin  and  particular  characteristics. 
The  Ilulderuess  breed  and  the  Short-horns  have  the  same 
common  origin  aud  the  same  general  characteristics,  but 
who  would  think  of  associating  these  two  breeds  in  the 
aame  herd-book  on  such  grounds  ? 

Messrs.  Langworthy  and  Hinkley  found  Mr.  Cheney’s 
herd  in  a low  condition  and  depleted  in  numbers.  They 
then  visited  the  herd  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Whiting,  of  Concord. 
Mr.  Whiting  was  engaged  in  a controversy  with  Mr.  Che- 
ney upon  the  subjects  of  the  herd-book,  and  the  name, 
origin,  and  characteristics  of  the  Dutch  cattle.  It  is  gener- 
ally supposed  that  this  controversy  originated  from  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Cheney  to  register  an  animal  imported  by 
Mr.  Whiting,  that  was  unquestionably  a fine  specimen  of 
the  North  Holland  breed,  but  was  in  color  gray,  and  not 
“black  and  white  variegated,”  the  one  essential  require- 
ment for  admission  to  the  Holstein  herd-book.  31  r.  Whi- 
ting had  personally  visited  North  Holland,  and  studied  the 
Dutch  cattle  in  the  best  herds  of  their  native  country,  and 
knew  this  animal  was  a thoroughbred.  But  31  r.  Cheney 
was  undoubtedly  right  in  the  rejection  of  the  animal  in 
question,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Holstein  herd-book. 
Mr.  Whiting  again  visited  North  Holland,  and  aroused  the 
Dutch  breeders  to  the  absurdity  of  having  their  cattle  sent 
to  America  and  registered  as  Holstein,  thus  giving  reputa- 
tion to  the  cattle  from  Oldenburg,  Breitenburg,  East  Fries- 
land, and  Holstein.  Upon  this  the  Dutch  breeders  formed 
an  “ Association  of  Breeders  of  Thoroughbred  Cattle”  for 
the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands,  and  established  a herd- 
book,  with  rules  for  admission  that  shut  out  all  animals  not 
of  the  purest  Dutch-Friesian  blood.  Simultaneously  with 
this,  3Ir.  Whiting  commenced  a herd-book  for  America, 
with  the  same  rules,  so  far  as  applicable  to  this  country. 
Prof.  G.  J.  Hengeveld,  a noted  author  upon  cattle,  was 
employed  to  write  an  introduction  for  each  herd-book.  As 
a nucleus  to  the  “ American  Ilerd-Book  of  Dutch  or  North 
Holland  Cattle,”  the  Dutch  breeders  selected  and  sent  over 
to  3rr.  Whiting  a number  of  animals,  including  an  invoice 
of  sixteen  calves.  These  cattle  were  from  the  best  thor- 
oughbred herds  of  North  Holland.  3Iessrs.  Langworthy 
and  Hinkley  found  31  r.  Whiting  willing  to  dispose  of  some 
of  these  animals  in  order  to  obtain  auxiliaries  to  the  new 
herd-book.  A purchase  was  made  of  two  calves,  a four- 
year  old  heifer,  3Iaid  of  Twisk  (this  animal  had  been  a 
prize-taker  at  the  International  Exhibition  held  at  the 
Hague),  and  of  the  bull  Ellswout.  With  these  they 
returned  to  the  Unadilla  valley.  So  well  pleased  were 
their  neighbors  with  these  cattle  that,  in  a few  weeks,  a 
company  was  formed,  and  the  same  gentlemen  sent  back  to 
purchase  more  animals  of  the  same  importation.  This 
company  took  the  name  of  the  “ Unadilla  Valley  Dutch 
•'tuck  Breeders'  Association,”  the  name  itself  describing  the 
locality  and  objects  of  the  organization.  Four  animals 
wore  purchased  on  the  second  visit;  the  following  June 
two  more  were  bought,  and  in  December,  1S77,  the  balance 
of  the  herd,  which  had  been  increased  by  subsequent  im- 
portations, was  purchased  of  3Ir.  Whiting’s  executors,  31  r. 
Whiting  having  died  in  the  previous  October.  With  this 
O' St  purchase  Was  included  “The  \int'nr:m  Herd-Book  of 


North  Holland  Cattle”  (Dutcli-Friesian),  and  much  of  Mr. 
Whiting’s  correspondence,  showing  that  his  importations 
had  been  selected  with  great  care,  regardless  of  cost,  by 
Prof.  G.  J.  Hengeveld,  head  examiner  of  auimals  for  regis- 
try in  the  herd-book  for  the  Netherlands,  and  author  of  the 
introduction  to  the  Netherlands  herd-book,  and  also  of  tin* 
American  herd-book.  A few  animals  of  Mr.  Whiting’s 
importations  had  passed  into  other  hands,  and  in  some 
instances  had  been  registered  in  the  Holstein  herd-book. 
They  were  such,  however,  as  31  r.  Whiting  regarded  as  not 
superior  animals.  The  cattle  thus  purchased  from  time  to 
time  numbered  twenty-five  head. 

The  “ Unadilla  Valley  Stock  Breeders’  Association”  be- 
came incorporated  in  1877,  and  proposes  at  the  proper  time 
to  publish  “The  Herd-Book  of  North  Holland  Cattle  of 
America.”  In  the  mean  time  they  will  preserve  close  rela- 
tions with  the  Dutch  breeders  and  their  herd-book,  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  their  mutual  interests.  No  animal  will 
be  admitted  for  registry  in  the  American  herd-book  that 
would  be  ineligible  to  registry  in  the  Netherlands  herd- 
book. 

The  popularity  of  this  breed  of  cattle  has  stimulated 
large  importations  for  speculative  purposes.  Cattle  have 
been  purchased  out  of  promiscuous  droves,  their  breeding 
entirely  unknown,  and  sent  to  America  as  thoroughbreds, 
their  only  evidences  of  purity  being  the  very  insufficient 
ones  of  size  and  color.  A person  understanding  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  breed  tvould  probably  not  be  imposed 
upon,  but  the  mass  of  farmers  and  dairymen,  not  under- 
standing their  peculiar  qualities  and  structure,  are  very 
liable  to  deception.  We  therefore  append  a description  of 
their  most  prominent  characteristics  : 

1st.  The  thoroughbred  possesses  a peculiar  fineness  and 
cleanness  of  limbs.  3Iany  agriculturists  of  this  country 
have  imbibed  the  idea  that  Dutch-Freisian  or  North  Hol- 
land cattle  are  coarse,  ungainly,  heavy-limbed  animals.  The 
reverse  is  true.  When  a buyer  finds  this  coarseness  he 
may  be  sure  he  is  not  bargaining  for  a thoroughbred. 

2d.  The  thoroughbred  is  possessed  of  a structure  bounded 
by  straight  lines.  In  this  respect  it  resembles  the  Short- 
horns. The  rounded  buttock  is  an  undesirable  point  in 
any  breed  of  cattle,  and  is  but  rarely  found  in  thorough- 
bred North  Holland  cuttle. 

3d.  That  which  perhaps  most  distinctly  marks  this  breed 
is  what  may  be  denominated  the  “milk-form.  ’ It  is  a 
widening  of  the  female  backward,  not  ouly  sidewise,  but 
perpendicularly,  resulting  in  comparatively  low  and  thin 
shoulders,  with  high  and  wide  hips  and  rump.  Standing 
in  front  of  the  cow  she  appears  like  a well-proportioned 
■wedge,  widening  backward.  This  form  is  not  so  distinctly 
noticed  in  the  males.  The  form  that  they  take  is  denomi- 
nated in  geometry  as  a parallelepiped;  the  shoulders  being 
low  and  on  a level  with  the  hips,  with  the  same  lateral 
thickness  maintained  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
body,  from  the  forward  point  of  the  shoulders  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  thighs.  It  is  the  form  producing  the  maxi- 
mum of  beef  with  the  minimum  of  offal.  It  does  not  give 
the  arched  neck  and  proud  appearance  of  the  stallion,  but 
is  far  more  attractive  to  the  eye  of  a butcher. 

4tli.  Thoroughbred  cows  are  also  distinguished  by  all  those 
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special  marks  indicative  of  milking  capacity.  Large  and 
loosely-suspended  udders,  with  forward  quarters  well  de- 
veloped, large  uiilk  veins,  and  broad  and  clearly-defined 
escutcheons. 

5th.  This  breed  is  distinguished  above  all  other  breeds 
of  cattle  for  intelligence  and  docility  of  disposition.  The 
bulls,  of  whatever  age,  rarely  ever  become  ill-tempered. 
The  Dutch  dairymen  keep  their  cows  under  the  same  roof 
with  the  family,  and  they  become  pets  of  their  wives  and 
children,  and  are  thus  educated  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion to  docility. 

Gth.  The  variegated  black  and  white  animals  have  mainly 
been  imported  into  Amciica.  Yet  it  is  not  unusual  to  meet 
with  thoroughbreds  in  the  lowlands  of  Holland  that  are  red 
and  white,  gray  and  white,  silver-gray,  or  entirely  black  or 
entirely  white. 

No  color  is  a fixed  requirement  for  registry,  either  in  the 
herd-book  for  the  Netherlands  or  the  herd-book  fur  America. 
Color  is  a matter  of  personal  taste,  and  the  Unadilla  Valley 
breeders’  association  generally  prefer  the  lighter  rather  than 
the  darker  colors. 

This  breed  of  cattle  is  the  oldest  breed  of  cattle  in  the 
world.  Three  hundred  years  before  the  commencement  of 
the  Christian  era  there  is  historical  evidence  of  the  superior 
attention  given  to  breeding  cattle  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  now  called  Holland.  Cows  and  sheep  and  goats 
were  used  as  currency  among  the  people,  and  they  gave 
them  as  dowries  to  their  children.  They  held  white  cattle 
i in  religious  veneration.  “ The  genealogy  of  these  cattle,” 
says  Professor  Hengeveld,  “ is  pure  and  unadulterated,  and 
it  is  at  least  two  thousand  years  old.” 

The  historian,  Motley,  in  his  “ History  of  the  United 
Netherlands,”  says  that  in  the  seventeenth  century  the 
cattle  interest  of  Holland  had  become  of  prime  importance, 
and  was  in  a most  thrifty  condition.  “ On  that  scrap  of 
solid  ground,  rescued  by  human  energy  from  the  ocean, 
were  the  most  fertile  pastures  of  the  world.  An  ox  often 
weighed  more  than  two  thousand  pounds.  The  cows  pro- 
duced two  and  three  calves  at  a time,  and  the  sheep  four 
and  five  lambs.  In  a single  village  four  thousand  kine 
were  counted.  Butter  and  cheese  were  exported  to  the 
annual  value  of  a million  ; salted  provisions  to  an  incredi- 
ble extent.  The  farmers  were  industrious,  thriving,  and  in- 
dependent. It  is  an  amusing  illustration  of  the  agricultural 
thrift  and  republican  simplicity  of  this  people  that  on  one 
occasion  a farmer  proposed  to  Prince  Maurice  that  he 
should  marry  his  daughter,  promising  with  her  a dowry  of 
a hundred  thousand  florins.” 

Professor  Silliman,  in  his  “Journal  of  Travels  in  Hol- 
land,” published  in  1 SI 2,  says,  “ Innumerable  multitudes 
of  very  fine  cattle  were  grazing  upon  the  meadows;  many 
of  these  were  of  a pure  milk-white  color;  others  nearly  or 
quite  black ; but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  marked 
by  both  these  colors  intermixed  in  a very  beautiful  manner,  j 
and  we  found  this  fact  to  be  general,  for  wherever  we  went 
in  Hull  and  the  cattle  wore  black  and  white,  or  striped  and 
spotted  with  these  colors.  We  observed  the  cows  in  the 
meadows  covered  with  blankets  to  protect  them  from  the 
dews.” 

The  late  Henry  Coleman,  in  his  “ European  Agriculture,” 


I published  in  1848,  says,  “The  Dutch  cows  have  long  been 
celebrated  for  their  abundance  of  milk.  They  are  often 
seen  covered  with  a cloth  as  a protection  against  both  the 
dampness  and  the  cold.  They  are  generally  black  and 
white;  and  in  some  cases  they  are  milked  three  times  a 
day.  They  remain  in  pasture  all  summer  where  they  are 
milked,  but  in  winter  they  make  part  of  the  family,  and  in 
truth  live  in  the  common  eating-room  of  the  family,  it 
being  a part  of  the  main  house.  The  cow-stalls,  while  oc- 
cupied, are  frequently  washed,  and  over  every  stall  is  a cord 
suspended,  by  which  the  tail  of  the  cow  is  tied  when  milked. 
Indeed,  the  neatness  of  all  their  arrangements  is  perfect.” 
Professor  George  II.  Cook,  writing  in  1871,  says,  “One 
of  the  first  things  that  attract  the  attention  of  the  traveler 
in  Holland  is  the  great  number  of  cattle.  They  were  all 
carefully  blanketed,  as  the  weather  was  rainy  and  cold. 
The  wonder  to  the  stranger  is  the  marvelous  neatness  of 
the  cow-stables.  As  soon  as  the  stables  are  vacated,  they 
are  washed  out  clean,  the  floor  is  sanded,  and  in  some  cases 
tiles  are  laid,  so  that  the  stables  are  just  as  neat  and  clean 
as  the  dwelling-house,  which  is  under  the  same  roof,  and 
is  only  separated  from  it  by  a partition  and  door.”  He 
also  gives  statistics  of  the  dairy  husbandry  of  Holland,  by 
stating  that,  “ in  1864.  there  were  1,333,887  cattle  in  Hol- 
land, of  which  the  exceedingly  large  proportion,  943,214, 
were  cows;  32,000,000  pounds  of  butter,  and  61,000,000 
pounds  of  cheese  were  exported  from  that  country  during 
that  year.  The  population  of  New  York  State  is  about  the 
same  as  that  of  Holland,  yet  the  whole  number  of  cattle  in 
1870  was  estimated  at  702,000.  The  whole  amount  of 
butter  exported  from  the  whole  United  States  from  January, 
1869,  to  January,  1870,  was  2,039,488  pounds,  and  of 
cheese  for  the  same  time  was  47,296,323  pounds.  This 
comparative  statement,  showing  an  amount  of  dairy  products 
in  favor  of  Holland  so  remarkable,  may  be  attributed,  in 
some  measure,  to  the  peculiarities  of  the  soil  and  climate 
of  that  country,  but  is  more  probably  the  result  mainly  of 
the  careful  and  judicious  breeding  and  treatment  of  their 
cattle.” 

Says  another  writer,  “ They  give  their  cows  preference 
over  everything  else  mortal.  They  are  never  overworked 
or  underfed,  as  the  wives  and  children  sometimes  are;  they 
never  lack  blankets  to  keep  them  warm,  or  shade  to  keep 
them  cool ; the  warmest,  best  built,  and  best  kept  portion 
of  the  house  is  set  apart  for  their  winter  habitation ; their 
food  is  prepared  with  the  strictest  attention  to  their  tastes; 
attendants  sleep  in  their  apartments  to  see  that  no  harm 
comes  to  them  at  night,  and  during  the  day  a door  is  gen- 
erally open  from  their  stalls  to  the  rooms  inhabited  by  the 
biped  members  of  the  family.” 

The  Dutch  have  thus  persistently  eared  for  their  cattle, 
and  bred  them  from  a remote  period  in  a straight  line  for 
a particular  purpose.  They  have  never  made  the  show  and 
noise  in  the  agricultural  world  of  the  English  breeders, 
but  they  have  bred  as  persistently  and  as  judiciously,  and. 
we  believe,  have  developed  qualities  in  their  cattle  of  more 
practical  utility  to  the  world.  Their  herd-book  is  of  recent 
origin,  but  not  so  the  breed.  It  can  be  shown  that  it  is 
the  longest-established  thoroughbred  stock  in  the  world, 
and  has  very  largely  laid  the  foundations  and  contributed 
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up  various  breeds  of  more  modern  origin,  amon;'  I 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  Ilolderness,  Ayrshires,  and 
Shorthorns. 

Tliis  view  is  supported  by  that  eminent  English  author, 
Professor  Low,  who,  writing  in  1840  in  relation  to  the 
Ilolderness  breed,  says,  “ Near  our  own  times  it  appears 
that  cattle  were  frequently  brought  from  the  opposite  con- 
tinent, and  mingled  with  the  native  varieties  (English). 
They  were  chiefly  from  Holland,  the  cows  of  which  country 
were  the  most  celebrated  of  all  others  in  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope for  the  abundance  of  their  milk  and  the  uses  of  the 
dairy.  The  Dutch  breed  was  especially  established  in  the  | 
district  of  Ilolderness,  on  the  north  side  of  the  estuary  of  ; 
the  Humber,  whence  it  extended  northward  through  the  1 
plains  of  Yorkshire  ; and  the  cattle  of  Ilolderness  still  re-  | 
tain  the  distinct  traces  of  their  Dutch  origin,  and  were  \ 
long  regarded  as  the  finest  dairy  cows  of  England.”  He  ( 
also  says,  “ That  further  to  the  north,  in  the  fertile  district  \ 
of  the  Tees,  importations  took  place  of  the  cattle  of  the 
opposite  countries,  and  the  cattle  thus  improved  became  j 
known  as  the  Teeswater  or  simply  the  Short-horn  breed.”  j 
He  continues:  “In  the  property  of  yielding  milk,  how- 
ever, the  new  breed  (Short-horns)  is  inferior  to  the  older 
breed  (Dutch) .” 

Sanford  Howard,  in  describing  the  Ayrshire  breed  of 
cattle,  says,  “ That  is  not  improbable  that  the  chief  nucleus  ; 
of  the  improved  breed  was  the  Dunlop  stock,  so  called,  | 
which  appears  to  have  been  possessed  by  a distinguished 
family  by  the  name  of  Dunlop,  in  the  Cunningham  district 
of  Ayrshire,  as  early  as  17S0.  This  stock  was  derived  at 
least  in  part  from  animals  imported  from  Holland.”  The 
American  authors,  Charles  L.  Flint  and  Lewis  F.  Allen, 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusions.  The  first  Durham  cow  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  was  called  the  “ Blue  Cow” 
from  her  color,  a bluish  black  and  white,  indicative  of  her 
Dutch  blood. 

We  will  briefly  refer  to  a classification  of  cattle  by  the  ! 
celebrated  author,  Schmalz,  one  of  the  highest  authorities  ' 
in  Europe.  He  makes  the  following  classification  : 


Class  A. — Lowlaml  Race;  Primitive  Cow;  Dutch-Fricsian. 

Class  B. — Mountain  Race;  degenerate,  quite  the  contrary  of  A ; 
Swiss  Cow. 

Class  C. — Middle  Race;  forms  the  transition  from  A to  B ; Frankish  j 
Cow. 

The  breeds  named  in  each  class  are  types  of  the  respec-  1 
tive  races.  He  says  of  the  various  races  and  families,  ! 
“ All  other  varieties  are  of  less  intrinsic  value  than  the 
Dutch.  They  are  coarser,  or  smaller ; possess  less  produc- 
tive qualities,  though  of  local  excellence  in  their  native  j 
places.”  He  also  says,  “ The  purchase  of  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  other  breeds,  have  for  the  last  hundred 
years  been  only  made  in  the  chief  K'thcrlund  provinces,  1 
where  the  choicest  cuttle  oj  the  Lowlands  are  found.  Thus 
thousands  of  Dutch  and  Friesian  cattle  are  annually  sent 
abroad  under  the  name  of  Dutch  cattle. 

The  Unadilla  Valley  Stock  Breeders'  Association  have 
now  (Jan.  1,  ]87S)  a herd  of  thirty-six  thoroughbreds.  | 
1'he  individual  members  of  this  association  also  own  upwards  , 
o!  a hundred  grades.  Thus  far  the  thoroughbreds  have  1 
crossed  admirably  upon  all  classes  of  cattle,  especially  ■ 


upon  the  Natives  and  Ayrshires.  The  milk  records  of  the 
thoroughbred  cows  are  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. 

In  1876  three  two-year  old  heifers  gave,  during  the  year 
commencing  the  16th  of  May,  the  following  quantities  of 
milk:  Jacoba  Ilartog,  10,4(10}  pounds;  Sijtje  Bleeker, 
10,711^  pounds;  Neiltja  Korndykc,  09(12]  pounds. 

When  we  remember  that  a good  native  cow  averages  only 
about  4000  pounds,  the  records  of  these  heifers  seem  ab- 
solutely marvelous. 

The  weight  of  the  heifers  March  27,  1877,  when  they 
were  about  three  years  of  age,  were  as  follows,  viz. : Jacoba 
Ilartog,  909  pounds;  Sijtje  Bleeker,  972  pounds;  Neiltja 
Korndyke,  926  pounds. 

Maid  of  Twisk,  a five-year  old  cow,  gave  12,50(1  J pounds, 
and  dropped  two  calves  during  the  year.  In  the  spring  of 
1877,  from  May  1.7  to  June  13  inclusive,  thirty  days,  -lie 
gave  2195}  pounds,  an  average  of  73}  pounds  per  day.  The 
records  for  the  year  1877-78  were  not  completed  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  article,  but  so  far  are  as  extraordinary  as  for 
the  year  1S76-77. 

The  future  of  the  Unadilla  Valley  Stock  Breeders'  Asso- 
ciation no  one  would  presume  to  predict;  but  if  “ he  who 
makes  two  spears  of  grass  grow  where  only  one  was  before 
produced  is  deserving  of  the  title  benefactor,”  certainly 
the  members  of  this  organization  are  deserving  of  the  grati- 
tude of  their  country.  Already  for  miles  in  every  direction 
around  them  are  to  be  seen  unmistakable  evidences  of  the 
rapid  crossing  upon  their  cattle. 

The  members  of  this  association  are  mostly  young  men, 
and  yet  men  of  foresight  and  practical  ability.  Like  every 
other  new  enterprise  it  has  encountered  in  the  start  adverse 
predictions.  The  prophets  of  “ evil  omen”  are  rapidly  dis- 
appearing. The  little  opposition  they  have  had  to  encounter 
has  only  strengthened  them.  It  is  anticipated  that  a united 
effort  will  be  put  forth  by  the  Holstein  men  to  compel  them 
to  register  in  the  Holstein  herd-book.  But  tve  believe 
they  will  stand  for  the  purity  of  improved  North  Holland 
cattle,  and  will  finally  succeed. 

These  cattle  seem  to  possess  qualities  adapting  them  to 
the  wants  of  the  practical  farmer.  It  is  conceded  by  all 
that  they  are  the  greatest  milk  producers  in  the  world. 
Their  milk  is  very  rick  in  caseine,  and  fairly  rich  in  butter. 
The  butter  globules  arc  very  numerous,  uniform  in  size,  but 
small,  therefore  taking  a longer  time  to  rise  to  the  surface 
of  the  milk  as  cream.  But  that  the  milk  is  deficient  in 
butvraceous  ingredients  is  a great  mistake.  The  analysis 
of  their  milk,  and  its  repeated  success  in  butter-making, 
and  other  stubborn  facts,  disprove  this  conjecture  Holland 
has  already  exported  more  butter  than  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  The  butter  of  this  breed  is  regarded  as  the  last 
to  stand  up  against  the  weather,  and  hence,  to  export,  of 
any  in  the  world.  Thoughtless  people  are  apt  to  imagine 
that  a large  production  of  milk  must  necessarily  be  poor 
milk.  The  reverse  is  generally  true.  Of  the  same  breed 
the  largest  milkers  almost  always  give  the  richest  milk  if 
fed  upon  the  same  kind  of  food.  These  cattle  arc  a!-o 
famous  for  being  superior  beef  producers. 

The  food  of  a cow  goes  for  three  purposes,  namely,  tlm 
production  of  fat  and  flesh,  the  production  of  milk  when  in 
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milk,  and  the  production  of  nervous  energy.  An  excitable 
animal  uses  much  of  its  food  in  nervous  energy,  while  a 
docile  one  uses  but  little  for  this  purpose.  No  doubt  the 
superiority  of  this  breed  lies  much  in  their  docility.  They 
are  always  quiet  in  stable  and  field.  It  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine the  master  cows  of  a herd.  They  will  eat  and 
drink  together  out  of  the  same  dish,  and  lick  salt  without 
warring  with  each  other. 

A cow  is  like  a machine.  The  machine  that  properly 
performs  its  work  with  the  least  friction  is  the  best  machine. 
It  runs  the  more  cheaply  in  proportion  to  the  work  accom- 
plished. The  North  Holland  cow  is  a quiet  machine,  and 
runs  very  cheaply  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  milk, 
butter,  cheese,  and  beef  produced. 

The  science  of  cattle-breeding  is  in  its  infancy.  In  this 
science  cause  and  effect  are  but  little  known.  Progress  must 
necessarily  be  slow.  No  breed  of  cattle  is  yet  perfected.  The 
aim  of  this  association  is  to  go  on  improving  this  breed  by 
carefully-studied  experiments.  They  have  the  means  in  their 
hands  of  judiciously  crossing,  and  they  have  the  best  judges 
of  Cattle  in  Holland  enlisted  to  make  future  selections  for 
them.  Their  aim  is  to  occupy  no  secondary  place,  but  to 
breed  as  good  stock  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  world.  For 
the  honor  of  “ old  Otsego,”  and  the  welfare  of  her  enter- 
prising agriculturists,  we  bespeak  success. for  the  Unadilla 
Valley  Stock  Breeders’  Association. 

As  an  agricultural  county,  Otsego  has  always  been  classed 
among  the  best  in  the  State.  II.  Gates  Spafford,  in  1810, 
says, — 

“ The  agriculture  of  Otsego  County  is  productive  and 
respectable.  The  whole  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  is 
5720,  and  the  taxable  property  amounted  to  §3,277,143. 
The  soil  of  the  county  is  of  various  kinds  and  qualities, 
but  a large  portion  of  it  constitutes  a rich  farming  medium, 
though  rather  better  adapted  for  grass  than  grain.  The  in- 
habitants are  principally  farmers  and  clothed  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  household  industry.  The  lofty  elevation  of  this 
county,  its  salubrious  air,  and  rich  and  wholesome  pastur- 
age has  giveu  to  its  butter  a high  character  in  the  market 
towns.” 

STATISTICS  OF  1840. 


? STATISTICS  OF  1855. 

The  following  valuable  compilation  exhibits  the  agricul- 
tural condition  of  the  county  in  1855:  acres  of  improved 
land.  428,032!:  ; total,  G0S.401  J-  ; number  of  farms,  0109. 
There  were  14,052  horses  ; 20.080  working-oxen  and  calves  ; 
34,713  cows;  100.037  sheep;  and  22, 308  swine. 

The  amount  of  wheat  produced  was  as  follows:  39,807 
bushels  of  winter  wheat,  and  1,480.033  bushels  of  spring 
wheat.  Also  108,070  tons  of  hay;  412,704  bushels  of 
potatoes  ; 001,100  bushels  of  apples;  3,075.200  pounds  of 
butter  ; and  1,038,403  pounds  of  cheese.  In  1855,32,780 
yards  of  domestic  cloths  were  manufactured. 


STATISTICS  OF  1SG5. 

Bushels  of  winter  wheat  harvested,  9453  ; bushels  of 
oats,  530,813  ; bushels  of  Indian  corn,  220,354  ; bushels  of 
potatoes,  475,905;  pounds  of  tobacco,  22,104  ; pounds  of 
hops,  3,451,701  ; bushels  of  apples,  519,259;  pounds  of 
butter  produced,  2,811,199.  There  were  30,040  milch- 
cows  in  the  county  ; 12,718  horses,  two  years  old  and  over ; 
and  70,074  sheep.  Cash  value  of  farms,  §23,253.07  ; of 
stock,  §3,509,123  ; of  tools  and  implements,  §819,092.50  ; 
acres  of  land,  74,0331  ; tons  of  hay,  114,495;  winter  rye, 
18,724  bushels  ; barley,  22,731  bushels;  flax,  175 j acres; 
pounds  of  lint,  29,181 1 ; honey,  34,251  pounds;  working 
oxen,  005;  neat  cattle  killed,  5003;  swine,  20,413; 
slaughtered,  11,470;  pounds  of  pork,  2,800,409;  pounds 
of  wool  shorn,  274,709  ; number  of  lambs  raised,  47,050  ; 
number  killed  by  dogs,  014  ; value  of  poultry,  §36,851.77  ; 
value  of  eggs  sold,  §28,752.S5  ; value  of  fertilizers  bought, 
§13.150.20  ; domestic  manufactures, — yards  of  fulled  cloth, 
5839}  ; yards  of  linen,  11,927  ; yards  of  flannel,  12,419]  ; 
yards  of  cotton  and  mixed  goods,  990  ; number  of  bearing 
apple-trees,  292,236;  barrels  of  cider  made,  12,7011. 

For  statistics  of  the  county  for  the  year  1875,  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  following  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

STATISTICAL. 

Agricultural  Statistics — Crops,  Produce — Horses,  Cattle,  Hog?,  etc. 
— Butter  and  Cheese — -Population — Mortality — Bonded  Indebted- 
ness— Incorporated  Companies. 

The  following  valuable  and  interesting  statistics  were 
compiled  from  the  census  of  1S75  : 

There  were  454,572  acres  of  improved  land  ; 135,373  of 
woodland;  17,743  of  other;  present  cash  value  of  farms, 
§29,638,194  ; of  farm-buildings  other  than  dwellings, 
§3,774,792  ; of  stock,  §4,031,135;  of  tools  and  improve- 
ments, §1,090,9S2 ; cost  of  fertilizers  bought  in  1874, 
§16,552  ; amount  of  gross  sales  from  farms  in  1S74, 
§3,224,447;  number  of  acres  plowed  in  1874,76,550; 
in  1875,  78,899  ; acres  in  pasture  in  1S74,  201,924  ; in 
1875,  200,205  ; acres  mown  in  1874,  160,400  ; in  1S75, 
160,575;  tons  of  hay  produced  in  1S74,  189,537  ; grass- 
seed  produced  in  1874,  2481  bushels;  number  of  acres  of 
barley  in  1874,  853  ; in  1875,  994;  bushels  of  barley  pro- 
duced in  1874,  17,439 ; acres  of  buckwheat  in  1874, 
S440  ; in  1875,  6392  ; bushels  of  buckwheat  produced  in 
1S74,  118,059;  acres  of  Indian  corn  in  1874,  9310  ; in 
1875,  9329  ; bushels  produced  in  1.^74,  276,059  ; acres  of 
oats  in  1874,  10,175;  in  1874,  41,780  ; bushels  produced 
in  1874,  1,065,973;  acres  of  rye  in  1873,  2059;  in  1874, 
1830  ; bushels  produced  in  1874,  30,004  ; acres  of  spring 
wheat  in  1874,  051  ; in  1875,  504  ; bushels  produced  in 
1874,  7005  ; acres  of  winter  wheat  sown  in  187.3,  1289; 
in  1874,  1201  ; bushels  produced  in  1874,  18,831  ; acres 
of  corn  sown  for  fodder  in  1874.  1098;  in  1875,  1123; 


There  were  in  1840  neat  cattle,  66,035  ; sheep,  235,979  ; 
swine,  47,037  ; wheat,  1 IS.SSO  bushels  produced  ; rye, 
68,230;  Indian  corn,  122,382;  buckwheat,  45,059  ; bar- 
ley, 110,715;  oats,  693,989;  potatoes,  1,293,109;  hops, 
108,005  pounds  ; sugar,  351, 7 IS. 
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acns  of  beans  in  1874,  111  ; in  1875,  88;  bushels  pro- 
duced in  1874,  IOC!)  ; acres  of  peas  sown  in  1874,  207  ; 
in  1875,235;  bushels  produced  in  1874,4349;  acres  of 
hops  in  1874,  5919  ; in  1875,  7500;  pounds  produced  in 
1>74,  1,970,023  ; acres  of  potatoes  planted  in  1874,  8307  ; 
in  1875,  9480  ; bushels  produced,  809,934  ; acres  of  tobacco 
in  1874,040;  in  1875,720;  pounds  produced  in  1875, 
]O08;  number  of  apple-trees,  404,1 13  ; fruit  produced  in 

1874,  401,278  bushels;  barrels  of  cider  made,  14,725; 
pounds  of  grapes  in  1874,  12,914  ; gallons  of  wine  made, 
205  ; pounds  of  maple  made  in  1875,  487,392  ; gallons  of 
svrup,  1000  ; honey  collected  in  1874,  50,802. 

The  number  of  horses  on  farms  June  1,  1S75,  was 
14,973  ; and  the  number  of  mules  29. 

The  value  of  poultry  owned  in  1S75,  §67,959;  value 
sold  in  1874,  §37,079;  value  of  eggs  sold  in  1S74, 
§08,284  ; number  of  two-year  old  cattle  on  farms  June  1, 
1S75,  0180  ; yearlings,  7810  ; calves,  10,368  ; bulls  of  all 
ages,  4773  ; working  oxen  and  steers,  970  ; average  num- 
ber of  milch-cows  kept  in  1874,  42,327  ; in  1875.  42,704  ; 
cattle  slaughtered  in  1S74,  3252  ; cow3  whose  milk  was 
sent  to  the  factory  in  1S74,  15,047;  in  1875,  10,008; 
butter  made  in  families  in  1874,  3,015,63S  pounds;  cheese 
made  in  families  in  1874,  343, S55  ; milk  sold  in  market, 
183,580  gallons. 

The  number  of  sheep  shorn  in  1S74  was  35,684;  in 

1875,  36,737.  Weight  of  dip  in  1874,  152,931  pounds; 
in  1875, 158,785  pounds.  Lambs  raised  in  1S74,  26,547; 
in  1S75,  28,691.  Number  slaughtered  iu  1874,  2752; 
number  killed  by  dogs,  398. 

The  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  1S74  was  10,197  ; 
pounds  of  pork  made  on  farms  in  1S74,  2,609,814. 

In  1875  there  were  6082  farms,  of  all  sizes.  There  were 
152  under  3 acres;  3,  and  under  10  acres,  312;  10,  and 
under  20,355;  20,  and  under  50,  721  ; 50,  and  under  100, 
1732;  100, and  under  500,  2791  ; 500,  and  under  1000, . 
19. 

The  number  of  sheep  shorn  in  1855  was  82,516; 
weight  of  clip,  278,701  pounds;  average  weight  of  fleece, 
3.38  pounds. 

The  number  in  1864  was  94,959  ; weight  of  clip,  358,273 
pounds;  average  weight  of  fleece,  3.77. 

The  number  in  1S65  was  70,734  ; weight  of  clip,  274,704 
pounds  ; average  weight  of  fleece,  3.58. 

The  number  in  1874  was  35,084;  weight  of  clip, 
L)2,931  ; average  weight  of  fleece,  4.29. 

The  number  iu  1875  was  30,737 ; weight  of  clip, 

1 ->8,785  ; average  weight  of  fleece,  4.32. 

Statistics  oj  liuttcj-  and  Cheese-factories  for  the  Season  of  \ 
1 1. — Number  of  establishments,  57  ; capital  employed, 

8110,850;  wages,  §20,407;  average  number  of  cows, 
U1.710;  number  of  days  in  the  season,  11,900;  average 
number  of  patrons,  1010  ; total  pounds  of  milk  used  during 
‘he  season,  41.998,40.)  ; pounds  of  milk  used  in  making 
cheese,  34,310,135;  pounds  of  cheese  made,  3,300,557  ; 
]suinds  ot  milk  used  iu  making  butter  and  skim  cheese, 
i.08S,330;  pounds  of  butter  made,  182,592;  pounds  of 
-kirn  milk  cheese  made,  582,150. 

I he  following  table  exhibits  the  population  of  the  vari- 
M,s  towns,  number  of  naturalized  citizens,  etc.  : 


TOWNS. 

, 

o 

*3 

3 

o 

H 

J 

I 

C> 

U* 

H 

c - t £ f 

Z 

Burlington 

794 

731 

2 j oS 

Butternuts 

102.1 

1021 

9 37 

Cherry  Valley 

1099 

1141 

15  o3 

Decatur 

378 

362 

1 

Edmeston 

894 

859 

17 

Exeter 

G75 

660 

18  52 

llartwick 

107:1 

1107 

3 22 

Laurens 

991 

<j22 

5 ID 

Maryland 

1179 

1181 

10  28 

Midilletield 

11195 

1380 

4>s  :<j 

Milford 

1165 

1121 

37  25 

Morris 

1145 

1155 

2 29 

New  Lisbon 

77S 

7 GO 

3 1 

Oneonta „ 

2012 

1977 

71  58 

Otcgo 

082 

986 

9 21 

Otsego 

217.3 

2294 

.92  1.36 

Pittsfield 

734 

7S4 

1 38 

Plainfield 

603 

578 

7 74 

Richfield 

1076 

106S 

15  60 

Roscboom 

TOT 

706 

26  21 

Springfield 

9S0 

961 

17  75 

Unadilla 

1238 

1302 

14  .32 

West  ford 

629 

623 

12  15 

Worcester 

1225 

1193 

10  30 

Of  the  native  population,  33,538  out  of  47.109  were 
born  in  the  county  ; 7801  were  born  in  contiguous  counties: 
34S4  were  born  in  other  counties  of  the  State.  Maine  pro- 
duced 20  ; New  Hampshire,  SOI  ; Vermont,  195  ; Massa- 
chusetts, 480  ; Rhode  Island,  184  ; Connecticut,  020  ; New 
Jersey,  611  ; Pennsylvania,  303;  other  States,  337.  The 
foreign  population  is  classified  as  follows  : born  iu  Canada, 
97 ; in  England,  819  ; German  Empire,  192 ; Ireland, 
1132;  Scotland,  198;  other  foreign  countries,  219. 

The  Irish  are  located  mainly  in  Cherry  Valley,  Exeter, 
llartwick,  Middlefield,  Oneonta,  Otsego,  Richfield,  Spring- 
field,  and  Worcester.  The  Scotch  in  Burlington,  Cherry 
Valley,  llartwick,  New  Lisbon,  Otsego,  and  Springfield. 
The  Germans  in  Cherry  Valley,  Oneonta,  Otsego,  and  Rich- 
field. The  English  iu  Butternuts,  Cherry  Valley,  Middle- 
field,  Oneonta,  and  Otsego. 

Of  the  population  of  school  age  (over  five,  and  under 
eighteen  years),  there  were  0347  males,  and  5813  females. 

The  number  of  owners  of  land  iu  the  county  is  S3U3,  so 
that  one  out  of  every  six  is  a real  estate  owner. 

MORTALITY. 

Of  the  number  who  died  during  the  year  ending  June. 
1875,  we  find  that  the  cause  was  as  follows:  smallpox.  4 ; 
measles,  7 ; scarlet  fever,  54 ; typhus  fever,  2 ; enteric 
fever,  16  ; remittent  fever,  3 ; diphtheria,  13  ; ervsij  Gas 
4;  consumption,  97  ; dropsy,  20;  cancers,  24;  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  07  ; of  the  circulatory  system,  39  ; 
the  respiratory  system,  74  ; of  the  digestive  system,  41  ; of 
the  urinary  system,  10. 

From  the  ages  of  one  to  five  years  there  were  118  deaths, 
— 01  male  and  57  female;  from  five  to  twenty  years  there 
were  05  deaths, — 34  male  and  31  female;  from  twenty  to 
thirty  years  there  were  43  deaths, — 17  male  and  20  fi-m..! 
from  thirty  to  forty-five  years  there  were  55  deaths, — 1 7 mr. 
and  38  female;  from  forty-five  to  sixty-five  there  were  97 
deaths, — 55  male  and  42  female;  from  sixty-five  to  eighty 
there  were  139  deaths. — 00  male  and  73  female  ; from  eighty 
to  ninety,  09  deaths, — 30  male  and  33  female  ; from  ninety 
to  ninety-five  and  over  13  deaths, — 0 male  and  7 female. 
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BONDED  INDEBTEDNESS. 

Amount  of  public  debts  of  the  several  towns  in  Otsego  Count;/,  an  returned  by  the  screrat  Supervisors  at  their  Annual  Station  in  Xovember,  1S77. 


Towns. 


Bonds  lssnod  in  aid  of 


Cherry  Valley C.  V.  S.  A A.  R.  R. 

Decatur ^ A.  A S.  V.  R.  R 

Edmestou 


N.  Y.  A 0.  M.  R.  R. 


Maryland A.  A S.  V.  II.  R.. 

Middlefield C.  A S.  V.  R.  R.. 

Milford 'A.  A S.  V.  R.  R. 


Oncouta. 


JA.  A S.  V.  R.  R. 


Oneonta  bonds  unpaid £34,200.00 

Funds  on  hand 32,235.54 

o 

* 

o 

Amount  unprovided  for $1,664.46 

C.  A S.  V.  R.  R 

7 per  cent. 

7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 

Pittsfield 

X.  Y.  A O.  M.  It.  R 

r.  c.  A S.  V.  It.  It 

Richfield 

U.  C.  A S.  Y.  R.  It 

Unadilla 

Wcstford 

A.  A $.  V.  It.  R 

A.  A S.  V.  R.  It 

Worcester 

A.  A S.  V.  R.  R 

Rate  of  Interest. 


Act  under  which  bonds  arc  issued. 


7 per  cent. 

7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 
7 per  cent. 


| Chapter  73  and  235,  Laws  1864.. 

Chapter  255,  Laws  18G‘J 

Chapter  54,  Laws  1850 

lAct  of  April  5,  I860 

[Chapter  54,  Laws  1850 

[Chapter  578,  Laws  1806 

Chapter  54,  Laws  1856 

Chapter  54,  Laws  1850 


( Chapter  578,  Laws  1865  4 
j Chapter  KJ2,  Laws  1867  • 

: ( Chapter  5 lit.  Laws  ls6‘J  J 

Chapter  54,  Laws  1856 

Act  April  5,  1856 

[Chapter  364,  Laws  1866 

[Chapter  364,  Laws  1866 

[Chapter  54,  Laws  1S56 

'Chapter  51,  Laws  1S56 

[Chapter  54,  Laws  1S56 


Amount  unpaid 
at  election  of 
I Supervisors. 

I 

$130,000  [ 

,|  55,000 

1.000 

40.000 
68,800 

35.000 

60.000 


34,200 


152.000 

3,500 

40.000 
22,500 

100.000 

22.000 
157,000 

21,000 


INCORPORATED  COMPANIES. 

Lint  of  Incorporated  Companies,  liable  to  taxation,  in  the  County  of 
Otsego,  the  amount  op  real  estate  belonging  to  each,  as  the  same  is  set 
dawn  in  the  Assessment  llidle,  which  have  been  sanct ianed  b y the  Board 
of  Supetwisors  of  said  County,'  and  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  upon 
each  for  the  year  1877. 


Towns. 

Companies. 

Assessed. 

Tax. 

Cherry  Valley.. 

National  Central  Rank 

?2,noii 

$•88.60 

Hartwiek 

5,250 
GO, "00 

55.12 

1,207.80 

Maryland 

Delaware  A Hudson  Canal  Co.  K.  U 

Midilleflehl 

Cooperstown  A S.  V.  K.  It 

4,500 

97.20 

Mill,,. a 

41  44 

14.000 

10.000 

156  80 
14O.00 

Oneonta 

Delaware  it  Hudson  Canal  Co.  It.  It 

20,000 

50.000 

12.000 

280.00 

614.00 

357.60 

Otego 

U 44  <(  «( 

Otsego 

Cooperstown  & S.  V.  R.  R 

“ 

Cooperstown  Aqueduct  Association 

a ,ooo 

80.40 

“ 

First  National  Bank 

3,800 

11.1.21 

“ 

Second  National  Bank 

3,000 

80.40 

Plainfield 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  it.  It.  Co.. 

o,ooo 

82.80 

Richfield  

“ “ “ “ 

16,500 

267  30 

I nadilla 

Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Co.  It.  R 

08,425 

620.03 

“ 

Susquehanna  Bridge  Co 

l.ooo 

0.O6 

i Vntral  Bridge  < '«»  

1,000 

9.06 

“ 

Unadilla  Manufacturing  Co 

1,400 

12,68 

“ 

Unadilla  Bridge  Co 

300 

o 7-? 

“ 

fiuilford  Bridge  Co 

25< ) 

9 ‘>7 

Midland  It.  K.  Co 

2,0nO 

58,020 

18.12 

712.93 

Worcester— 

Delaware  A Hudson  Canal  Co.  It.  R. 

K C II  A P T E It  X X I. 

OLD  MILITIA  ORGANIZATIONS. 

Division  and  Brigade — First  Major-General — First  Brigade-Major — 
Other  Major-Generals — Brigadier-Generals — The  2d  Regiment — 
Its  Colonel — Succeeding  Colonels — Company  Organizations — Light 
Infantry — Rifle  Company — The  Cavalry  Regiment  and  its  Com- 
manders. 

Otsego  County,  under  tlie  old  rajitne  of  infantry  or- 
ganization, was  in  tlie  Kith  Division,  2d  Brigade.  Jacob 
Morris  was  tin:  first  major-general,  and  Joint  Garratt  the 
first  brigade-major.  The  general  officers  following  were 


Morell,  of  Cooperstown  ; Maj.-Gen.  Walter  Holt,  of  Spring- 
field  ; Maj.-Gen.  Van  Alstyne,  of  Schoharie  county;  Maj.- 
Gen.  S.  S.  Burnside,  of  Oneonta ; and  Maj.  E.  B.  Bigelow, 
of  Worcester. 

The  following  were  brigadier-generals  who  stopped  at 
that  rank,  viz.:  Levi  Stewart,  of  [Milford;  Dr.  Sumner 
Ely,  of  Clarksville;  11.  W.  Robinson,  of  Middlefield. 

The  towns  of  Otsego,  Hartwiek,  and  parts  of  Exeter, 
Springfield,  and  Middlefield,  were  organized  as  the  2d 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  the  first  colonel  in  command 
was  Francis  Henry,  of  Cooperstown.  Succeeding  colonels 
were  as  follows:  Farran  Stranahan,  of  Cooperstown  ; Rufus 
Steere,  of  Hartwiek  ; Augustus  Rogers,  of  Cooperstown ; 
Chester  Jarvis  and  J.  A.  Cheney,  of  Fly  Creek.  The 
latter  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  when  the  law  was 
repealed  and  the  organization  abandoned. 

This  regiment  was  composed  of  ten  companies, — eight 
infantry,  one  artillery,  and  one  rifle,  corps.  The  companies 
were  under  command  of  the  following  captains:  Timothy 
Sabin,  Stephen  North,  Joseph  Cheney,  William  Fairchild, 
William  Gardiner,  William  Williams,  Chester  Jarvis, 
Stephen  North,  Jr.,  George  Potter.  Jabez  Cram,  J.  A. 
Cheney,  Burchain,  Fitch,  and  Uriah  Williams. 

The  light  infantry  was  commanded  by  Captains  Ambrose 
L.  Jordan,  William  Wilson,  and  Miles  Comstock,  of 
Cooperstown. 

The  rifle  companies  were  commanded  by  Captains  Isaac 
Wright,  Fitch,  Isaac  D.  Wright,  and  George  Howe,  of 
Hartwiek. 

A cavalry  regiment  was  also  organized  in  this  county, 
and  was  commanded  successively  by  Cols.  William  Com- 
stock, Kyes,  and  William  P.  Johnson.  Col.  Comstock 
was  subsequently  promoted  to  brigadier-general  of  cavalry 
comprising  the  counties  of  Ot.-ego  and  Slehoharie. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

|,r«,*ident  Lincoln’s  First  Cull  for  Troops — Prompt  Response  of 
Cherry  Valley — Organization  of  First  Company — The  3'Jth  New 
York  State  National  Guards — Recruiting  the  Regiment — Organiza- 
tion of  the  76th — Officers — Ordered  to  Washington — First  Death 
in  the  Regiment — Camp  Life — “Slow  Note”— Col.  Green  leaves 
the  Regiment — William  P.  Wainwriglit  assumes  Command — Under 
Fire — Rattle  of  Warren  toil  Springs — Rattle  of  Gainesville — Gallant 
Action  of  Col.  Wainwriglit. 

The  lightning  had  scarcely  flashed  the  intelligence  to 
the  expectant  north  that  Maj.  Anderson  and  his  gallant 
band  had  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  Sumter 
was  in  possession  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  ere  the 
patriotic  sons  of  old  Otsego  were  rallying  to  the  support  of 
their  imperiled  country,  and,  in  the  first  outburst  of  north- 
ern patriotism,  under  the  president’s  call  for  75,000  men, 
a company  was  raised  in  Cherry  Valley,  of  which  George 
W.  Tuckerman  was  captain,  and  Egbert  Olcott  and  Cleve- 
land J.  Campbell  lieutenants,  and  was  offered  for  service  at 
Albany,  but  as  the  call  had  been  filled  its  members  joined 
other  organizations. 

Enlistments  were  made  during  the  summer  from  this 
county  in  various  regiments,  but  it  was  not  until  Septem- 
ber that  concerted  action  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing an  entire  regiment  from  the  county. 

For  many  years  preceding,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion,  Cherry  Valley  had  been  the  headquarters  of 
the  39th  Regiment  New  York  State  National  Guards,  of 
which  John  I).  Shaul  was  colonel.  This  regiment,  at  a parade 
in  September,  1801,  authorized  their  colonel  to  tender  its 
services  to  the  governor  for  duty  at  the  front.  In  the  fol- 
lowing month,  Gen.  George  E.  Danforth,  commander  of 
the  brigade  to  which  the  39th  was  attached,  proceeded  to 
Cherry  Valley  with  orders  to  recruit  the  regiment  at  once. 
The  order  also  established  a branch  military  depot  there, 
with  Gen.  Danforth  post  commandant.  Recruiting  pro- 
gressed rapidly,  and  Oct.  14,  1 SG 1 , two  companies,  Capt. 
Cook's,  Co.  B,  and  Capt.  Young’s,  Co.  C,  were  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service.  Capt.  Swan’s  company 
was  mustered  in  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  Recruit- 
ing still  went  on  briskly,  with  a fair  prospect  of  ultimately 
filling  the  regiment  to  its  maximum  strength. 

Dr.  Geoi  ■ge  W.  Metcalf  was  appointed  surgeon,  and  A. 
R.  Smith  quartermaster.  It  was  quartered  in  a hop-house, 
and  the  M.  P.  church  was  used  as  a mess-room. 

Much  time  and  money  was  bestowed  upon  the  organiza- 
tion by  Hon.  James  Davenport,  Col.  Shaul,  Gen.  Danforth, 
and  Quartermaster  Smith,  but  on  Jan.  8,  1862,  onlv  six  com- 
panies, embracing  about  five  hundred  men,  had  been  mus- 
tered into  the  service.  At  this  time  an  order  was  received 
h'r  the  regiment  to  proceed  to  Albany,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment all  hopes  were  abandoned  of  being  able  to  raise  an 
emire  regiment  from  the  county,  as  they  anticipated  that 
which  soon  became  a fact, — a consolidation  with  companies 
irmn  other  counties. 

J he  six  companies  were  consolidated  into  five,  and  com- 
manded by  Capts.  A.  L Swan,  J.  E.  Cook,  J.  \\  . \oung, 
E.  N.  Hanson,  and  N.  Bowdish.  These  companies,  eotn- 
_ol  a line-anii.Mi  in.r  [0t  of  men,  left  Cherrv  Valley  on 


Jan.  8,  arriving  in  Albany  the  same  day.  Here  two  com- 
panies, commanded  by  Capts.  Hanson  and  Bowdish,  were 
transferred  to  the  3d  New  York  Artillery,  and  three  were 
consolidated  with  the  7 Gth  Regiment.  The  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  A.  L.  Swan  became  Co.  II,  the  one  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Cook  became  Co.  I,  and  the  company  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Young  became  Co.  K.  Each  company,  as 
far  as  possible,  retained  their  company  officers.  The  bal- 
ance of  the  76th  was  raised  in  Cortland  county. 

The  regiment  was  officered  as  follows:  colonel,  N.  W. 
Green,  of  Cortland  ; lieutenant-colonel,  John  D.  Shaul.  of 
Springfield,  Otsego  County;  major,  Charles  E.  Livingston, 
of  New  York  City ; surgeon,  J.  C.  Nelson,  of  Cortland 
county ; assistant-surgeon,  Geo.  W.  Metcalf,  of  Otsego 
County;  chaplain,  II.  Stone  Richardson,  New  York  Mills: 
adjutant,  Heman  F.  Robinson,  of  Cortland;  quartermaster. 
A.  P.  Smith,  of  Cortland ; quartermaster-sergeant,  A.  J. 
Jarvis,  of  Cortland;  commissary-sergeant,  William  Storrs, 
of  Alleghany. 

January  16,  1862,  orders  were  received  to  be  ready  to 
march  on  the  following  day.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th 
the  regiment  marched  to  the  capitol,  where  a beautiful 
stand  of  colors  was  presented  to  the  regiment  by  8.  R. 
Campbell,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Campbell,  of  New  York  Mills. 

“ Mr.  Samuel  Campbell,  a man  of  wealth  and  character, 
had  been  a sort  of  godfather  to  the  76th  Regiment,  pre- 
senting the  colonel  and  chaplain  each  with  a splendid  black 
war-steed,  with  equipments  complete,  and  in  many  other 
ways  at  great  expense  and  trouble  aided  the  regiment.  ’ 

The  Albany  livening  Journal  of  that  day,  speaking  of 
the  76th.  said,  “ This  regiment  is  composed  of  as  fine  ap- 
pearing and  as  intelligent  body  of  men  as  have  been  gath- 
ered together  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion. 

“The  regiment  left  Albany  at  seven  o’clock,  and  at  noon 
next  day  arrived  in  New  York.  They  were  marched  to 
City  Hall  barracks,  where  they  remained  until  Tuesday. 
January  21,  when  they  were  taken  to  Biker's  island, 
about  ten  miles  up  the  East  river  from  the  Battery. 

“The  regiment  had  not  at  this  time  received  any  pay. 
though  many  of  the  men  had  been  in  the  service  f ur 
months.  Many  of  them  had  families  depending  upon  tie  ir 
earnings  for  support,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
76th  received  no  local  bounty,  and  the  government  bounty 
of  8100  was  only  payable  at  the  end  of  two  years’  service, 
it  will  be  understood  that  the  men  were  very  anxious  to 
make  the  acquaintance  of  a paymaster. 

“Jan.  23,  1S62,  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  76th  as  the  day  which,  through  the  medium  if 
greenbacks  and  silver,  brought  happiness  to  their  ^ Mi-  r 
hearts.  Few  of  them  slept  that  night  until  some  p*  rti<  n 
of  their  pay  was  on  its  way  to  the  loved  ones  at  home. 
Probably  810,000  was  thus  sent  home  at  this  time. 

“ This  was  the  first  time  wo  had  seen  salt  water,  an  1 the 
men  made  the  best  of  their  opportunity.  If  oysters  a . . 
clams  hand  down  their  history  there  will  be  a num  c-r  : 
its  pages  devoted  to  a description  of  the  depredation?  : th 
76th  New  York  Volunteers.  Hoes,  picks,  shovel'.  - 
anything  that  could  dig  for  clams  or  rake  for  oysters  w. 
brought  into  requisition,  and  the  ‘ boys’  ate  oysters  ami 
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clams  until  their  stomachs  rebelled  under  the  tyrannical 
oppression  of  their  appetites.  Rut  soldiers  are  not  long 
permitted  to  remain  in  statu  quo.  Rumors  had  enlivened 
the  camp  of  projected  expeditions  to  Kentucky,  then  to 
Charleston.  But  now  the  orders  came  to  march  directly 
to  Washington. 

“ The  regiment  proceeded,  via  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more. to  Washington,  and  remained  two  days  at  the 
‘ Soldier’s  Retreat,’  when  they  were  ordered  to  Meridian 
Hill  and  went  into  camp.  While  here  the  first  death 
occurred,  that  of  William  B.  Potter,  of  Co.  A.  He  died 
February  19,  1862.  The  historian  of  the  regiment,  Hon. 
A.  P.  Smith,  of  Cortland,  says,  ‘ With  sad  hearts  we  fol- 
lowed his  body  to  the  depot,  and  he  sleeps  now  in  his 
native  town  of  Taylor,  the  first  offering  of  the  70th  at  the 
bloody  shrine  of  this  unholy  rebellion.' 

“Feb.  24,  18G2,  the  TGtli  moved  from  Meridian  Hill 
and  occupied  Forts  DeRussey,  Massachusetts,  Totten,  aud 
Slcmmer,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Totten. 

“ A serious  difficulty  had  arisen  in  the  regiment,  and  it 
was  considered  by  the  military  authorities  to  be  in  an  unfit 
condition  to  take  the  field.  The  officers,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  had  preferred  charges  against  Col.  Green,  and 
those  charges  were  being  investigated  by  a military  com- 
mission then  convened  at  Washington.  This  placed  Lieut. - 
Col.  Shaul  in  command  of  the  regiment.  After  a some- 
what protracted  hearing,  Col.  Green  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington, and  thence  to  his  home  in  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  was  afterwards  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  war  dis- 
* missed  from  the  service.  The  controversy  growing  out  of 
the  trial  of  Col.  Green  for  a time  nearly  paralyzed  the 
regiment  and  destroyed  its  usefulness.  Good  men  found 
themselves  differing  with  equally  good  men  upon  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  the  prosecution,  and  skillful  tacticians 
confessed  that  the  only  way  to  harmonize  the  feeling  was 
to  bring  the  regiment  into  action.” 

March  20  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment  were  estab- 
lished at  Brightwood,  Fort  Massachusetts,  formerly  the 
headquarters  of  (fen.  Keyes.  Here  the  regiment  remained 
until  May,  nothing  of  particular  interest  happening  to  re- 
lieve the  ceaseless  monotony  of  camp-life. 

On  May  1 orders  finally  came  for  the  regiment  to  move 
to  Fredericksburg.  They  marched  to  the  landing,  a dis- 
tance of  seven  miles,  where  they  embarked,  and  were  soon 
steaming  down  the  Potomac,  and  at  midnight  reached 
Aquia  Creek.  Here  they  disembarked,  and  before  noon 
the  order  to  “ fall  in”  was  given,  and  the  TGtli  started  for 
Fredericksburg,  eighteen  miles  distant.  The  first  night 
tlnjry  encamped  about  six  miles  from  Aquia  Creek,  and  on 
the  following  day,  through  a drenching  rain,  they  proceeded 
on  their  march,  and  at  ten  o’clock  l’.M.  arrived  within  sight 
of  Fredericksburg.  Here  the  Tilth  again  went  into  camp 
and  again  participated  in  the  dull  routine  of  soldiers’  life 
in  camp.  While  here  they  occasionally  went  out  on  fora- 
ging expeditions  which  served  in  a measure  to  relieve  the 
monotony. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  what  was  termed  a “ slow 
note,"  given  by  the  soldiers  in  return  for  provisions,  etc. : 

The  umlersigneil  freely  acknowledges  to  have  received  on  this  first 
day  of  July,  1SG2,  from Wallace,  of  King  Ueorge  county,  Yu., 


for  the  use  and  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  one  pony, 

I eight  mules,  six  fat  cattle,  ten  good  sheep,  one  wagon-load  of  pota- 
! toes,  one  wagon-load  of  vegetables,  which  I have  valued  at  iJlOUO. 
This  voucher  will  he  payable  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  upon  suffi- 
cient testimony  being  presented  that  said  Wallace  has  been  a loyal 
citizen  of  the  United  States  from  the  dale  hereof.  By  order  of 

Brio. -Gf.n.  Abner  Doubleda. y. 

Crab.  A.  Watkins,  A.  Q.  if.  U.  S.  A. 

July  2,  Col.  William  P.  Wainwright,  having  been  as- 
signed to  the  TGtli,  assumed  command  and  immediately 
instituted  a thorough  system  of  discipline.  He  was  con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  unusually  and  unnecessarily  severe 
in  regimental  drill ; but  in  the  battles  in  which  they  subse- 
quently participated,  when  they  saw  other  and  poorer-drilled 
regiments  waver  and  break,  while  the  TGth  remained  firm, 
openly  thanked  the  officer  who  had  forced  them  to  a drill 
so  beneficial. 

At  this  time  Maj.-Gcn.  Rufus  King  was  in  command  of 
the  1st  Division  of  the  1st  Army  Corps.  The  1st  Brigade 
of  this  division  was  commanded  by  Gen.  Hatch,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  2d  Regiment  of  United  States  sharpshooters, 
and  four  regiments  of  New  York  troops.  The  2d  Brigade 
was  under  the  command  of  the  intrepid  Gen.  Doubleday, 
and  was  composed  of  the  TGth  and  95th  New  York  regi- 
ments, and  the  56th  Pennsylvania,  to  which  was  afterwards 
added  the  7th  Indiana.  The  3d  Brigade,  under  Gen. 
Patrick,  was  composed  of  four  New  York  regiments.  The 
4th  Brigade,  under  Gen.  Gibbon,  was  composed  of  oue 
Indiana  and  three  Wisconsin  regiments. 

On  Aug.  9 orders  were  received  for  King’s  Division  to 
leave  Fredericksburg  and  move  to  Culpepper.  Iu  the  after- 
noon of  this  day,  all  being  in  readiness,  the  forward  move 
commenced.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Chancellorsville  they 
were  informed  that  the  object  was  to  reinforce  Banks,  who 
was  hotly  engaged  with  Stonewall  Jackson  beyond  the 
Rapidan.  The  general  ordered  them  to  press  on  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  but  not  to  inform  the  men  of  their  anticipated 
engagement,  lest  they  should  become  exhausted  by  exertion. 
The  adjutant,  in  speaking  of  this,  says,— 

“ Murder  will  out,  though,  and  the  men  seemed  to  have 
an  intuitive  perception,  from  the  appearance  of  things,  that 
gunpowder  was  being  burned  not  a great  way  off;  for  I very 
soon  observed  many  knowing  winks,  a sort  of  stiffening  of 
the  back,  a throwing  back  of  the  head  and  elevation  of  the 
nose,  together  with  an  evident  desire  to  rid  themselves  of 
some  of  their  extra  traps,  which  convinced  me  they  under- 
stood matters  as  well  as  though  the  same  had  been  explained 
to  them  in  ‘special  order.’  ” 

At  six  o’clock  p..u.  they  reached  Ely’s  Ford,  where  they 
halted  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  march 
was  resumed.  At  daybreak  they  reached  Richards’  Cross 
Roads,  where  they  again  halted.  Toward  night  orders  were 
received  for  a forced  march,  when  on  the  soldier  rushed  ; 
but  as  morning  dawned  came  the  intelligence  that  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Mountain  had  been  fought  and  Jackson  was  fall- 
ing back. 

Aug.  12  was  a day  of  excitement  with  the  TGth.  In  the 
morning  Col.  Wainwright  informed  the  regiment  that  a 
battle  was  imminent,  and  he  hoped  that  every  man  would 
i do  his  duty.  The  enemy,  however,  did  not  attack,  and  they 
remained  in  camp  until  the  16th,  when  orders  were  received 
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t.t  move,  ;ur1  at  one  o’clock,  after  a weary  march,  they  went 
iuto  camp  at  the  foot  of  Cedar  Mountain. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  marching  orders  were 
received,  and  the  TGth  was  soon  proceeding  toward  Cul- 
pepper. At  eleven  o’clock  they  halted,  and  at  daybreak 
the  next  morning  were  again  on  the  way. 

“This  was  the  turning  point  in  the  forward  movement  of 
Gen.  Rope  upon  Richmond.” 

“The  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain  was  fought  on  Saturday, 
Au  9.  The  next  day  was  too  hot  and  the  men  too  much 
exhausted  on  both  sides  to  renew  the  fight.  In  consequence 
of  the  vigorous  resistance  of  the  night  previous  and  the 
severe  loss  of  the  enemy  in  attempting  to  advance  before 
daylight  of  the  10th,  Jackson  drew  back  his  forces  toward 
Cedar  Mouutain,  about  two  miles  from  flic  front  of  our 
army.  Our  pickets  were  immediately  moved  forward,  sup- 
ported by  Milroy’s  Brigade,  and  occupied  the  ground.” 

“ Gen.  Pope’s  whole  army,  exclusive  of  Gen.  Banks’ 
Corps,  which  was  in  no  condition  for  service,  numbered 
about  20,000  artillery  and  infantry  and  about  2000  cavalry. 
Gen.  King,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been  ordered  forward,  and 
aider  a prompt  and  very  fatiguing  march  arrived  on  the 
ground  late  in  the  evening  of  the  1 1th.  The  day  was  occu- 
pied by  both  armies  in  burying  the  dead  and  bringing  off 
the  wounded.” 

On  Aug.  21  the  TGth  first' came  under  fire,  being  shelled 
by  the  enemy’s  batteries,  but  lost  no  men.  The  cannonad- 
ing continued  during  the  day  with  but  little  damage  to 
either  side.  At  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  Geu. 
McDowell  rode  up  and  ordered  up  fresh  batteries.  Soon 
after  a stuff  officer  made  his  appearance,  with  this  remark: 
“ There  are  a couple  of  pieces  doing  splendid  execution. 
What  battery  is  it  that  possesses  such  superior  guuuers?” 

“ Gen.  Abner  Doubleday  sighted  those  guns,”  replied  an 
officer. 

“ Oho ! that  accounts  for  the  close  shooting.  Why,  he 
made  one  rebel  battery  shift  position  three  times,  and  finally 
draw  off  entirely !” 

Two  of  the  guns  were  manned  by  Gen.  Doubleday  and 
his  brother,  Maj.  Doubleday. 

“ As  a general  rule  the  higher  in  rank  the  officer  the 
less  exposed  to  danger.  If  the  movement  be  an  advance 
the  colonel  goes  behind  his  regiment,  the  brigadier-general  be- 
hind his  brigade,  and  the  major-general  behind  his  division 
or  corps.  This  is  also  the  case  in  battle.  But  on  this  occa- 
sion, when  the  artillery  and  sharpshooters  were  the  only 
men  exposed,  the  infantry  being  shielded  by  the  ridge,  the 
hero  of  Fort  Sumter,  who  fired  the  first  gun  against  the 
rebels  in  the  war,  actually  went  upon  the  ridge  and  sighted 
th  e guns  of  the  battery  under  his  command.  It  is  no  won- 
der that  the  man  who  could  thus  override  custom  to  im- 
peril his  life  for  the  cause  he  was  serving,  was  willing  to 
blow  up  Fort  Sumter,  without  regard  to  personal  safety, 


father  than  disgrace  his  country  by  its  surrender.’’ 

During  three  days  the  artillery  duel  was  kept  up.  the 
TGth  occupying  the  same  position  behind  the  ridge.  Soon 
after  the  regiment  marched  to  Warrcuton,  which  the  enemv 
evacuated  upon  their  approach.  Here  they  halted  for  a 
few  hours,  and  then  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Sul- 
phur  Springs.  They  participated  in  the  battle  of  \\  arren- 


ton  Springs,  but  none  of  the  regiment  were  killed  and  but 
few  wounded. 

The  following  morning  came  the  order  to  right  about 
face,  and  off  went  the  column  through  Warrenton,  and  still 
on  until  late  at  night,  when  they  were  halted  beyond  New 
Baltimore. 

At  this  time  Gen.  Pope  had  expected  reinforcements, 
but  as  none  came,  his  forces,  which  were  ready  and  anxious 
for  an  attack  on  the  enemy,  were  compelled  to  retreat. 
Pope  was  now  placed  in  a hazardous  position,  aim  »t 
hemmed  in  by  au  overwhelming  force,  from  whom  at  any 
moment  an  attack  might  be  expected.  In  the  language  of 
the  captain  of  Company  H,  “Things  did  look  bad;  in 
fact  there  seemed  to  be  great  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the 
leading  officers  what  we  ought  to  do.  The  very  air  seemed 
to  whisper,  ‘ danger  ! danger !’  ” 

As  the  army  moved  on  toward  Washington  evidences 
multiplied  that  a crisis  was  imminent. 

“ After  passing  Gainesville  a mile  or  two,  as  the  brigade, 
and  more  particularly  that  part  formed  by  the  TGth.  was 
moving  over  a level  tract  of  half  a mile  in  extent,  with  a 
wood  in  their  front  and  a hill  at  their  left,  they  were 
nearly  paralyzed  for  a moment  by  a terrible  discharge  of 
artillery  from  the  hill  on  their  left,  and  so  near  that  the 
flash  from  the  guns  dazzled  their  eyes.  Not  the  most  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  position  was  the  fact  that  this  was 
a rebel  battery  which  had  not  until  that  moment  been  dis- 
covered. Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  the  nature  of 
heroes  as  well  as  cowards;  and  the  first  impulse,  at  thi- 
sudden  introduction  to  the  minions  of  Jefferson  Davis,  was 
to  obey  the  injunction,  ‘ every  man  for  himself.’  Some 
dropped  down,  others  rushed  forward  upon  those  in  ad- 
vance, while  others  still  were  inclined  to  turn  back.  Never 
was  the  example  of  a cool  and  courageous  man  more  oppor- 
tunely set  than  by  Col.  Wain wright  at  this  critical  juncture. 
Riding  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  he  instantly  turned  hi- 
horse  and  coolly  riding  back  toward  the  rear  of  the  column, 
between  it  and  the  batteries,  as  well  by  his  easy  and  uncon- 
cerned manner  as  by  his  words,  allayed  the  excitement, 
and  brought  every  man  to  his  place.” 

“ Oh,  my  boys,  don't  run,  don’t  run.  Think  a mo- 
ment how  it  would  sound  to  say  ‘ The  TGth  ran  !’  ” 

Judge  Smith  adds:  “No  pen  can  describe  the  magic 
effect  of  those  few  words  and  that  collected  self-pus-  -?!  m. 
The  tone  and  manner  were  more  potent  even  than  the 
words.  Quietly  turning  his  horse  he  allowed  him  to  aim 
walk  toward  the  head  of  the  column,  and  although  the 
shells  came  thicker  and  faster,  and  with  a more  dangerous 
and  destructive  aim,  the  men  kept  steadily  on  until  the 
wood  was  reached  and  they  in  comparative  security.  S v- 
eral  horses  were  killed,  but  the  men  escaped  as  by  a miracle. 

Upon  entering  the  wood  an  officer  shouted,  “ Come  on  1 
conic  on  ! Quick!  quick!”  And  through  the  regime!  : 
rushed  while  the  bullets  and  shells  were  whi-hing 
screaming,  carrying  death  and  destruction  in  their  t:  . 

It  was  the  work  of  but  a few  moments,  and  they  had  pa—  ■ 
the  woods  and  rushed  into  :m  open  field  beyond  win  r t’.  • 
contest  was  raging  in  till  its  furv.  and  the  gallant  m r- 
of  the  celebrated  “ Iron  Brigade  were  being  .-laugh'  ig- 
in  a manner  terrible  to  behold.  The  TGth  arrived  ju.-t  in 
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time  to  save  this  intrepid  brigade  from  total  annihilation,  as 
the  enemy,  were  preparing  to  charge  with  an  overwhelming 
force,  when  the  7t5th,  together  with  the  5Gth  Pennsylvania, 
formed  in  line,  and  the  anticipated  onslaught  was  averted. 
Night  put  an  end  to  an  “ important  battle  in  which  a small 
force,  in  its  first  experience,  stood  up  coolly  and  bravely 
against  the  flower  of  the  rebel  army.”  The  7Gth  lost  10 
killed,  72  wounded,  and  IS  missing. 

In  this  contest  4 captains  were  wounded,  viz.,  Grover, 
Fox,  Sager,  and  Swan. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

The  76th  Regiment  (continued) — Second  Battle  of  Bull  Run — Severe 
Fighting — Retreat  to  Upton  Hill — In  the  Defenses  at  AVashington 
— March  into  Maryland — Battle  of  South  Mountain — The  76th  in 
Hooker’s  Corps — Ascending  the  Mountain — Death  of  Charles  E. 
Stamp — Col.  AVainwright  wounded— Battle  of  Antietam — Engage- 
ment at  Ashley's  Gap  — Battle  of  Fredericksburg  — Burnside’s 
“ Mud  March.” 

At  one  o’clock  on  the  following  morning  marching  orders 
were  received,  and  the  7Gth  proceeded  to  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, ten  miles,  where,  after  a halt  of  a few  hours,  the 
march  was  resumed  to  Bull  Run,  which  they  had  scarcely 
reached  when  they  were  ordered  in  line  and  to  advance  on  a 
double  quick  to  the  brow  of  a hill  to  check  the  advancing 
enemy.  On  the  gallant  regiment  dashed.  They  passed 
Gen.  McDowell,  who  shouted,  “ What  regiment  is  that?” 
“The  7Gth  New  York,”  was  the  reply. 

“Hurrah  for  the  7Gth  New  York!  Give  it  to  them, 
boys ! give  it  to  them  !’  They  are  on  the  run  ! Push  ’em 
like  h— 1 !” 

An  answering  cheer  rose  to  their  lips  as  on  they  rushed, 
until  a larger  hill  was  reached,  a mile  in  advauce  of  the 
main  army. 

“ They  had  nearly  reached  the  summit  when  they  re- 
ceived a destructive  volley  from  the  enemy  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ridge.  Doubleday's  Brigade  was  in  the  advance, 
and  this  unexpected  attack  by  the  ‘ retreating  foe’  produced 
considerable  confusion  for  a moment.  The  brigade  finally 
swung  into  line  and  commenced  firing.  Hatch’s  brigade  came 
up  on  the  left,  and  Patrick’s  on  the  left  of  Hatch’s.  The  line 
now  extended  from  the  road  on  the  right  to  a piece  of  woods 
on  the  left.  The  rebels  were  sheltered  and  hidden  from 
sight  by  the  woods,  stone  walls,  and  natural  rifle-pits,  from 
which,  while  protected,  they  poured  a most  destructive  fire. 

“The  officers  stood  up  bravely  with  their  men,  and  such 
courage  in  a fair  fight  could  have  had  no  other  than  a suc- 
cessful issue. 

“ In  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  as  the  colors  of  the  7Gth 
fell  they  were  seized  by  Col.  Waimvright,  who  rushed  to 
the  front,  and  by  his  manly  and  timely  exhibition  of  cour- 
age infused  new  spirit  into  his  men.” 

Close  to  the  left  flank  there  was  a dense  wood  from  which 
there  had  been  no  firing.  Orders  were  at  length  given  to 
fire  into  this  wood  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  were 
there,  when  the  cry  came,  “Don’t  shoot  here!  You  are 
filing  on  your  friends  !’’ 


The  firing  ceased,  when  after  a moment’s  silence  a mur- 
derous volley  was  poured  into  the  ranks  from  the  wood  with 
a terrible  effect. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  there  were  but  two  alterna- 
tives, annihilation  or  retreat,  as  the  enemy  were  pouring 
in  a deadly  volley  from  every  side  of  that  fatal  square. 
Who  could  endure  it?  What  amount  of  patriotism  or 
love  of  country  could  stand  in  that  holocaust  of  fire  arid 
death?  Nothing  could  save  the  day  but  a charge,  which 
Gen.  Doubleday  was  about  to  order,  when  Patrick’s  Brigade 
broke  upon  Hatch’s,  which  in  turn  came  upon  Doubleday's. 
At  this  moment  an  attempt  was  made  to  rally  the  demoral- 
ized forces.  Col.  Waimvright  called  upon  the  officers  to 
rally  their  forces,  and  promptly  did  they  respond.  Capts. 
Bernard  and  Y'oung  rushed  forward,  and  called  to  the  men 
to  follow,  but  the  human  mass  which  came  surging  back 
was  too  strong,  and  soon  there  was  a scene  of  the  wildest 
confusion.  Although  it  was  now  dark,  the  enemy,  elated 
with  their  success,  with  a yell  of  triumph  hotly  pursued 
our  retreating  forces.  Confusion  now  became  worse  con- 
founded. Regiments  were  intermixed,  and  so  utterly  dis- 
couraged had  the  forces  become  that  Union  and  Confederate 
men  mingled  together  in  one  wild  mass. 

As  an  incident  of  this  scene  the  following  is  related  of 
Maj.  Livingston.  He  was  anxious  to  check  the  retreat, 
and,  his  horse  having  been  shot,  he  stood  on  foot  swinging 
his  sword,  ordering  everybody  to  “ right-about  face, ' but 
it  had  no  effect  on  the  retreating  mass.  At  length  he  came 
to  a regiment  which  was  marching  in  good  order,  and 
thinking  it  might  be  able  to  check  the  forces,  or  at  least  to 
cover  the  retreat,  shouted  that  it  was  a shame  to  see  a 
whole  regiment  running  away.  At  this  an  officer  shouted: 

“ Who  are  you,  sir  ?” 

“ Major  Livingston,  of  the  7Gth.” 

“Seventy-sixth  what?” 

“ Seventy-sixth  New  York,  answered  the  major. 

“ Well,  then,  you  are  my  prisoner,  for  you  are  attempt- 
ing to  rally  the  2d  Mississippi !” 

In  this  battle  the  7Gth  had  15  wounded  and  24  missing. 
Among  the  wounded  were  3 officers. 

Lieut.  Richard  Williams,  of  Co.  I,  was  mortally  wounded  ; 
Lieut.  II.  AV.  Currier,  of  Co.  II,  and  Capt.  AAratrous,  of  Co. 
D,  were  also  wounded, — the  former  in  the  leg,  and  the  latter 
in  the  arm. 

On  the  following  day,  Aug.  30,  the  fighting  and  retreat- 
ing continued.  In  the  three  days’  contest  the  regiment  had 
lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  9 officers  and  S9  men,  with  I 
officer  and  48  men  missing. 

Aug.  31  the  retreat  continued  until  noon,  when  the  regi- 
ment bivouacked.  Here  they  expected  to  remain  a few  days, 
but  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  received  marching 
orders  and  proceeded  to  Fairfax.  Soon  after  their  arrival 
a heavy  musketry  and  artillery  fire  opened  near  them.  It 
was  here,  on  this  day,  that  the  gallant  one-armed  Kearney, 
while  leading  a charge,  with  the  reins  in  his  teeth,  while  in  i.:- 
single  hand  he  waved  his  sword  and  shouted  for  his  men  to 
follow,  was  instantly  killed.  This  day’s  march  of  the  retreat 
was  the  most  severe  of  the  campaign,  and  the  men  were 
nearly  exhausted.  At  last,  however,  they  arrived  at  a point 
where  they  expected  to  camp  for  the  night,  when  Gen. 
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Doublcday  selected  them  to  guard  an  important  point,  and 
weary  and  fatigued  from  long  marching  and  severe  fight- 
ing furnished  no  excuse,  and  they  marched  four  miles  to 
the  left  and  did  picket  duty  during  the  night. 

Gen.  Double-day  was  an  officer  whose  judgment  of  troops 
could  be  relied  on,  and  proud  should  the  members  of  the 
76th  be  in  the  recollection  that  he  chose  this  gallant  regi- 
ment for  this  duty,  saying,  “I  can  rely  upon  them  in  any 
emergency. ” 

That  was  a long  and  dreary  night  passed  by  the  7Gth. 
During  the  hot  days  and  long  marches  the  men  had  thrown 
away  every  garment  they  could  spare,  and  now  they  were 
exposed  to  a drenching  rain  and  sleet,  accompanied  by  a 
cold  northwest  wind,  which  almost  paralyzed  them,  and,  to 
add  to  the  horrors  of  the  night,  not  a match  could  be 
lighted.  On  the  following  day  the  retreat  was  continued 
to  Upton  Hill,  and  thus  ended  this  severe  campaign. 

The  regimeut  had  been  under  fire  in  five  different  battles, 
and,  with  nearly  one  thousand  men  with  which  it  left  New 
Y"ork,  it  now  numbered  only  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  and  of  the  thirty  line  officers  only  six  remained. 

September  2,  18G2,  found  the  7Gth  within  the  defenses 
of  Washington,  where  it  was  hoped  it  might  remain  suffi- 
ciently long  to  be  recruited.  This  hope  was  soon  dispelled 
when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy,  abandoning  the  at- 
tempt to  capture  Washington  from  the  south,  had  com- 
menced a flank  movement  which  brought  the  army  into 
Maryland.  September  G,  orders  were  received  to  march 
into  Maryland,  and  on  the  14th  the  regiment  passed 
through  Frederick  City,  which  they  found  evacuated 
by  the  enemy.  It  was  known,  however,  that  the  rebel 
army  was  but  a short  distance  away,  and  that  doubtless  a 
terrible  battle  was  imminent. 

Fatigued  by  the  long  marches,  and  with  ranks  greatly 
thinned  by  the  severe  fighting  of  the  past  few  weeks,  and 
exhausted  and  worn  by  the  incessant  marching,  was  the 
condition  of  the  76th  on  the  eve  of  the  memorable  battle 
of  South  Mountain.  The  following  description  of  this 
battle  is  given  by  Judge  Smith  : 

“ 1 None  but  a coward  will  boast  that  he  was  never  afraid,’ 
once  remarked  a celebrated  officer ; and,  though  the  men 
were  steady  and  determined,  there  were  many  who  gazed 
upon  the  curling  wreaths  of  smoke  its  they  arose  from  the 
mountain  side  before  them,  and  as  they  listened  to  the  roar 
of  cannon,  and  the  clatter  of  musketry,  and  thought  of  the 
dear  ones  in  their  distant  homes,  saw  and  heard  nothin" 
that  would  not  have  been  gladly  silenced  and  avoided, 
could  they  as  well  have  saved  their  country  without 
as  with  a battle.  We  may  talk  of  that  patriotism  which 
willingly  offers  up  life  and  all  upon  the  country’s  altar,  and 
write  poetry  and  sing  pmans  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  dying  martyr.  It  all  sounds  well  in  declamation,  and 
reads  well  in  verse,  and  is  all  correct  in  theory,  but  the 
practice  of  being  shot  is  not  only  dangerous,  but  painful, 
and  human  nature,  at  its  best  estate,  recoils  from  contact 


with  cold  lead,  when  it  comes  at  a velocity  sufficient  l 
penetrate  the  casement,  and  the  truest  soldier,  in  view  < 
impending  battle,  inwardly  repeats,  ‘ If  it  be  possible  L 
this  cup  pass  from  me;  nevertheless,  not  my  will,  but  tliii 
be  done,  oh,  my  country.’ 


“ Up  the  steep  mountain’s  side  rush  the  long  line  of  skir- 
mishers, now  halting,  as  if  to  hear  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  with  gun  in  hand,  awaiting  his  advance,  and  then 
rushing  forward  to  find  and  uncover  his  masked  position. 

“ General  Hooker,  the  hero,  who  afterwards  fought  in 
the  clouds  at  Lookout  Mountain,  was  in  command  of  the 
corps  to  which  wxs  attached  the  76th,  and  to  him  had  been 
assigned  the  task  of  storming  the  hill  on  the  right  of  the 
pass,  known  as  Turner’s  Gap.  While  the  roar  of  artillery 
and  the  puffs  of  smoke  indicate  a battle  is  raging,  the  hosts 
are  forming  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  for  the  dangerous 
attempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  summit,  if  need  be,  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

“ The  column  is  finally  started.  The  men  have  been  se- 
verely marched  to-day;  it  is  exceedingly  hot,  and  under 
other  circumstances  rest  and  quiet  would  be  sought ; but 
now  that  mountain  must  be  cleared  of  the  rebel  hosts ; those 
dark  woods  which  bellow  and  belch  forth  their  fire  and  iron 
hail  must  be  carried,  and  the  enemy  punished  for  the  deeds 
of  the  past  mouth.  Straggling  is  less  frequent  than  usual. 
Every  man  owes  that  rebel  army  a debt  which  must  now 
be  paid,  and,  regardless  of  fatigue,  up  the  steep  acelivitv. 
through  the  corn  and  wheat-fields,  up,  up  goes  the  grand 
army.  A more  impressive  sight  than  that  witnessed 
by  these  troops  as  they  ascended  the  mountain  side  is  sel- 
dom or  never  seen.  The  beautiful,  quiet,  and  smiling  val- 
ley behind,  as  it  lay  basking  in  that  clear  September  sunset, 
on  that  lovely  Sabbath  eve,  and  in  front  the  smoke  and  roar 
of  battle. 

“ Nearly  two  hours  was  consumed  in  ascending  the  moun- 
tains before  the  troops  came  within  range  of  the  enemy’s 
musketry. 

“ As  the  brigade  neared  the  summit  the  firing  became 
more  distinct,  until  the  troops  entered  the  last  skirt  of  forest 
that  crowned  the  summit.  Before  entering  the  wood  a halt 
was  made,  and  bayonets  fixed,  and,  thus  prepared  for  any 
emergency,  forward  into  the  treacherous  woods  moved  the 
intrepid  corps. 

“ The  brigade  occupied  the  left  of  the  division,  and  the 
76th  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  thus  leaving  the  left 
flank  of  the  regiment  uncovered.  On  the  right  of  the  76th 
was  the  5Gth  Pennsylvania.  Through  the  woods  came  the 
rebel  bullets,  tearing  the  trees  and  shrieking  overhead,  while 
just  ahead  came  the  cheers  and  yells  of  the  opposing  troops, 
and  the  awful  din  of  battle  in  all  its  fury. 

“ Hatch’s  Brigade  of  King's  Division  had  preceded 
Doubleday’s  Brigade,  and  was  now  heavily  engaged.  As  our 
brigade  entered  the  wood,  the  adjutant  of  the  first  brigade 
came  rushing  out  of  the  noise  and  confusion,  shouting. — 

“ ‘ Our  brigade  cannot  sustain  itself  much  longer,  as  we 
are  nearly  out  of  ammunition  ! For  God  s sake,  to  the 
front !’ 

“ On  rushed  Doubleday’s  Brigade,  only  impeded  by  the 
staff  officers,  who  rode  in  front,  and  continually  along  the 
line  gave  the  order,  ‘Steady,  boys,  steady  !’ 

“ The  upper  edge  of  the  woods  was  soon  gained,  and 
there  was  witnessed  fighting  in  good  earnest.  The  woods 
was  bounded  by  a fence,  close  by  which  Hatch’s  Bri- 
gade stood  fighting,  xs  though  the  fate  of  the  country 
depended  upon  their  heroic  conduct.  There  wxs  an  open 
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spncc  of  a hundred  feet  beyond  the  fence  filled  with  rebels, 
who,  hiding  behind  rocks,  and  in  depressions  of  the  sur- 
face, poured  volley  after  volley  into  Hatch’s  Brigade,  which 
in  turn  fell  upon  the  ground  to  load,  then  arose  and  returned 
the  deadly  salute.  While  thus  heroically  contesting  the 
ground  Doubleday’s  Brigade  rushed,  with  a shout,  to  their 
rescue.  Hatch’s  Brigade  fell  back  for  rest,  while  the  TGth 
and  its  fellows  poured  their  deadly  hail  upon  the  enemy. 
Charge  alter  charge  was  made  by  the  rebels  to  break 
through  the  Union  lines,  but  each  one  was  handsomely  re- 
pulsed, and  thus,  for  half  an  hour,  this  brigade  stood  its 
ground  against  vastly  superior  numbers,  conscious  that  if 
the  line  was  broken,  with  no  reserves  on  which  to  rely,  the 
defeat  would  prove  annihilation. 

“ It  was  during  this  fierce  contest  that  Charles  E.  Stamp, 
of  Co.  A,  who  was  promoted  to  color-bearer  for  gallantry 
in  saving  the  colors  at  Gainesville,  was  killed.  While  the 
battle  was  raging  the  hottest,  and  an  order  came  to  advance, 
the  regiment  not  obeying  as  promptly  as  this  heroic  soldier 
desired,  he  rushed  about  a rod  ahead  of  the  men,  and 
planting  the  battle-torn  banner  firmly  in  the  ground, 
shouted.  ‘ There,  come  up  to  that  !’  But  the  words  had 
scarcely  passed  his  lips  when  a fatal  bullet  pierced  the  fore- 
head of  the  brave  color-bearer,  and  one  of  the  truest  and 
best  men  in  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  army 
militant  into  the  army  triumphant.. 

“ The  TGth  was  probably  never  engaged  in  a more  severe 
and  deadly  fight  than  at  South  Mountain.  During  the 
vjiolc  battle  the  range  was  so  short,  and  both  sides  fired 
with  such  precision,  that  the  volleys  told  with  awful  effect. 
Col.  Wainwright  coolly  rode  along  the  line  and  directed  the 
men  to  fire  low,  and  never  was  powder  and  ball  rammed 
into  guns  with  greater  energy  or  discharged  with  greater 
rapidity  or  with  more  damaging  effect. 

“ The  enemy,  finding  that  bayonet  charges  on  their  part 
would  be  of  no  avail  against  the  steady  lines  of  the  Union 
forces,  resorted  to  one  of  those  tricks  which  in  every  battle 
thus  far  had  been  attempted  upon  our  regiment.  A small 
thicket  of  bushes  ran  along  parallel  with,  and  not  more 
than  ten  or  fifteen  rods  from,  the  fence,  behind  which  was 
posted  the  TGth.  The  order  was  given  to  fire  into  this 
thicket,  when  the  cry  came  out,  1 For  God’s  sake,  stop 
firing  ! you  are  killing  your  own  men !’ 

“ Gen.  Hatch,  now  in  command  of  the  division,  hap- 
pened to  be  near  by,  and  ordered  the  firing  to  cease,  which 
was  obeyed,  though  the  men  were  well  satisfied  it  was  a 
repetition  of  the  ruse  played  at  Gainesville  and  Bull  Run. 
Scarcely  had  the  firing  ceased  when  two  regiments  of  the 
enemy,  the  18th  and  19th  Virginia,  came  out  silently  and 
swiftly,  marching  by  the  left  flank  ; then,  suddenly  fronting, 
advanced  within  twenty  paces  of  our  left,  kneeled  down, 
and  poured  a most  terrific  volley  into  our  ranks.  Fortu- 
nately, the  dark  background  of  the  woods  prevented  them 
from  seeing  our  men  clearly,  and  their  aim  was  mostly  too  1 
high.  Eighteen  or  twenty  of  our  men,  however,  fell, 
among  them  Col.  Wainwright,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 
His  favorite  horse  was  killed  about  the  same  time.  Quickly 
rising,  and  tying  a handkerchief  around  his  arm  where  the 
ball  entered,  he  gave  the  order  to  lire,  at  the  same  time  dis- 
charging the  six  barrels  of  his  revolver  at  the  enemy.  The 


remnant  of  those  two  rebel  regiments  will  never  forget  that 
volley.  They  were  so  near  that  the  blaze  of  our  guns 
almost  reached  their  faces,  and  when  the  smoke  of  the 
volley  had  cleared  away,  the  sight  was  truly  appalling. 
The  rebel  dead  were  literally  piled  in  heaps,  and  among 
them  was  Col.  Strange,  of  the  19th  Virginia,  while  the 
remainder,  who  had  escaped,  were  rushing  in  wild  disorder 
to  their  cover  in  the  thicket.  The  TGth  continued  fighting 
with  that  distinguished  bravery  and  coolness  that  had  char- 
acterized it  in  many  a hard-fought  contest  until  darkness 
cast  her  sable  mantle  over  the  field  of  carnage,  and  the 
battle  of  South  Mountain  was  fought  and  won.” 

The  TGth  received  many  compliments  for  its  soldierly 
bearing  during  this  severe  contest.  No  regiment  in  the  field 
stood  higher  in  soldierly  qualities,  or  was  commanded  by  a 
more  brave  or  efficient  commander  than  Col.  Wainwright. 

The  victorious  army  followed  the  retreating  foe,  and 
finally  was  fought  the  decisive  battle  of  Antietam.  Al- 
though the  TGth  participated  in  this  battle  they  were  not 
under  infantry  fire. 

The  regiment,  after  this  battle,  went  into  camp,  where 
they  remained  until  Get.  24,  when  they  were  ordered  to 
Bakersville,  further  up  the  Potomac.  Their  stop  here  was 
brief,  and  on  the  2Sth  reached  Berlin,  and  crossed  tlie 
river  into  Virginia,  and  soon  after  was  in  the  engagement 
at  Ashley’s  Gap,  and  the  following  incident  is  related  as 
an  illustration  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  TGth  was 
held:  “ Col.  Hoffmann  had  advanced  with  the  5Gth  Penn- 
sylvania and  95th  New  York  to  take  a battery,  leaving  the 
TGth  as  a reserve.  He  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  openly 
declared  that  if  he  had  taken  the  TGth,  in  the  place  of 
either  of  the  others,  he  could  have  taken  the  battery.” 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  3 the  regiment  took  up  the 
line  of  march  for  Washington.  Upon  arriving  at  Warren- 
ton,  Col.  Wainwright,  having  sufficiently  recovered  from 
his  wounds,  here  assumed  command  of  the  regiment. 

On  Dec.  12  they  crossed  the  Rappahannock  with  the 
army,  which  at  this  time  was  under  command  of  Gen. 
Burnside.  The  Union  forces  had  many  days  been  shelling 
Fredericksburg,  but,  so  far,  had  elicited  no  response.  But 
at  last  it  came,  and  from  nine  o’clock  a.m.  to  eight  pm. 
was  fought  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  where  this  gallant 
regiment  added  fresh  laurels  to  those  already  won  on  many 
a hard  contested  field. 

The  TGth  went  into  this  battle  with  112  privates,  and 
of  this  small  number  11  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Soon  after  this  engagement  the  brigade,  to  which  was 
attached  the  TGth,  lost  their  beloved  commander,  the  in- 
trepid Doubleday,  he  being  transferred  to  another  division. 
He  was  succeeded  by  the  gallant  Wadsworth. 

Jan.  20,  Gen.  Burnside  issued  his  order  for  a grand 
move  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Everything  being  in 
readiness,  this  noble  army  once  again  moved  toward  the 
enemy.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day's  march  the  rain 
began  to  fall  in  torrents,  which  soon  rendered  the  couutry 
almost  impassable.  Judge  Smith  says,  “ It’  it  rained  oil 
the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock  as  on  the  north,  the 
facetious  rebel  was  not  without  good  reason  for  writing  the 
sign  and  placing  it  in  sight  of  our  troops: 

‘ UUUNSIDK  STUCK  IN  TUB  MUl>  !”’ 
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Tlic  advance  was  abandoned,  and  the  army  slowly  leaded 
back  to  camp. 

On  the  return  of  the  army  from  the  “mud  march,” 
Gen.  Burnside  was  relieved  by  Gen.  Hooker. 

The  76  th  next  participated  in  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville. 

May  13,  1863,  found  the  regiment  in  camp  at  Falmouth, 
but  it  “ had  now  dwindled  to  a mere  skeleton  of  its  former 
self.”  The  regiment  passed  a month  in  this  camp,  during 
which  time  it  was  recruited  by  nearly  three  hundred  men 
and  officers  from  the  24th  and  30th  New  York  Regiments. 

June  12,  marching  orders  were  received,  and  the  army 
moved  toward  Warrenton.  On  the  16th  the  regiment 
arrived  at  Centreville.  While  here  Col.  Wainwright  left 
the  76th  in  consequence  of  sickness,  and  Capt.  Grover,  of 
Co.  A,  assumed  command.  On  the  17th  the  army  left 
Centreville,  and,  after  a series  of  severe  marches,  at  length 
arrived  at  Emmettsburg,  where  they  halted  for  a short 
time,  and  then  continued  their  march  toward  Gettysburg, 
camping  near  a small  creek  which  separates  Maryland  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  army  was  now  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  thus  remained  until  the  following  morning. 

“The  76th  was  mustered  for  pay  by  Major  Grover,  but 
it  being  late  in  the  afternoon  before  it  was  completed,  and 
one  company  being  on  picket  duty,  the  certificates  of  muster 
were  not  signed  that  night  by  the  officer;  indeed,  they  were 
never  signed  by  him,  for  before  another  sun  had  set,  Major 
Grover,  with  nearly  one-third  of  the  noble  men  who 
answered  to  their  names  at  this  muster,  were  mustered 
into  that  great  army  from  the  roll-call  of  which  none  will 
be  absent. 

“ Comrades,  at  roll-call  when  I shall  be  sought, 

Say  I fought  till  I fell,  and  fell  where  I fought, 

Wounded  and  faint. 

“ Oh,  that  last  charge  ! 

Itight  through  that  dread  lead-storm  of  shrapnel  and  shell, 
Through  without  faltering — clear  through  with  a yell. 

Right  in  their  midst  in  the  turmoil  and  gloom, 

Like  heroes  they  dashed  at  the  mandate  of  doom! 

Oh,  that  last  charge  ! 

“ They  are  mustered  out ! 

Oh,  God  of  our  falhers,  our  freedom  prolong, 

And  tread  down  rebellion,  oppression,  and  wrong! 

Oh,  land  of  earth's  hopes,  ou  the  blood-reddened  sod, 

They  died  for  the  nation,  the  Union,  and  God! 

They  arc  mustered  out.” 


CHAPTER  XXI  V. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

The  70th  Regiment  (continued) — Rattle  of  Gettysburg — Major  Grover 
Killed — Winter  Quarters  at  Culpepper — Flag  Presentation — En- 
gagement on  the  Rapidan— Rattle  of  the  Wilderness— General 
Wadsworth  Killed — Rattle  of  SpottsyU  ania — Engagement  un  tho 
South  ot  the  James  Ri  ver — Weldon  Railroad — 11a  teller's  Run — Con- 
solidation  with  the  117th  Regiment— Second  Rattle  at  Hatcher's 
Run — Five  Forks — Mustered  Out. 


and  56th  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  under  command  of  Brig.- 
Gen.  Cutler. 

TIIE  BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBURG. 

The  following  description  of  this  sanguinary  struggle, 
where  so  many  of  our  brave  sons  were  offered  as  a sacrifice 
upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  is  given  by  Judge  Smith  : 

“ On  approaching  and  when  within  two  miles  of  the 
town,  Gen.  Cutler  was  ordered  to  move  obliquely  to  the  left 
across  the  fields  to  the  ridge  near  the  seminary  west  of  the 
town,  where  the  enemy  were  already  engaging  our  cavalry. 
He  moved  across  the  railroad  with  the  76th  and  147th 
New  York  and  the  56th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  im- 
mediately formed  in  line  of  battle.  He  soon  found  him- 
self engaged  with  a vastly  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
advancing  in  two  lines  at  short  range,  in  front  and  on  his 
right  flunk.  The  three  regiments  under  Gen.  Cutler's  com- 
mand, in  the  language  of  his  report,  fought  as  onlv  brave 
men  can  fight,  and  held  their  ground  until  ordered  to  fail 
back  by  Gen.  Wadsworth  to  the  woods  on  the  next  ridge. 
The  76th  New  York  and  56th  Pennsylvania  fell  back  ; the 
147th  New  York  did  not  receive  the  order  in  consequence 
of  Lieut. -Col.  Miller  being  wounded  at  the  moment  of 
receiving  it.  Maj.  Harney  held  the  regiment  to  its  position 
until  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  railroad  cut  on 
his  left,  when  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  retire,  until  re- 
lieved by  a charge  on  the  enemy  from  the  left  by  the  6th 
Wisconsin,  95th  New  York,  and  14th  Brooklyn,  which 
resulted  in  capturing  a large  body  of  the  enemy,  and  en- 
abled Maj.  Harney  to  bring  oft’  the  remainder  of  his  regi- 
ment.” 

It  was  near  the  first  of  this  fighting  that  Gen.  Remolds 
was  killed,  and  the  command  of  the  corps  devolved  upon 
Muj.-Gen.  Doubleday.  About  the  same  time  Maj.  Grover 
was  struck  by  a ball  and  almost  instantly  killed.  Mai. 
Grover  was  a good  disciplinarian,  and  was  missed  in  the 
regiment.  Gen.  Cutler,  in  his  report  of  the  battle,  sacs. 
“ Maj.  Grover,  commanding  the  76th  New  York  Volun- 
teers. a brave  and  efficient  officer,  was  killed  earlv  in  the 
action  of  the  1st  inst.,  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
Capt.  John  E.  Cook,  and  most  ably  and  faithfully  did  lie 
perform  the  duty.” 

About  the  same  time  that  Maj.  Grover  was  killed.  Lieut. 
Cahill,  of  Co.  B,  fell,  wounded  in  the  thigh  ; Lieuts.  Carter 
and  Button,  of  Co.  B,  were  wounded,  and  Sergt.-Maj. 
Thomas  Martin  killed,  the  ball  entering  his  arm  ami  side. 

All  the  regiments  in  this  advance  brigade  were  fearfully 
cut  up.  The  76th  went  into  the  fight  with  318  men  and 
27  officers,  and  in  half  an  hour  it  lost  2 officers  killed  and 
16  wounded;  27  men  killed  and  124  wounded;  making 
a total  killed  and  wounded  in  the  half  hour  of  IS  officers 
and  151  men,  or  over  half  the  officers  and  nearly  half  the 
men  expended  in  that  brief  period!  The  147th  New  Y-  rk 
went  into  the  fight  with  3xO  officers  and  men.  and  ’vi 
the  same  time  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  6 officers  i 7'_ 
men.  Tt  is  very  seldom  that  an  army  suffers  in  the  ratio 
above  indicated. 


TllE  i 6th  at  this  time  belonged  to  the  2d  Brigade,  1st 
Division,  1st  Army  Corps.  The  brigade  was  composed  of 
the  76th,  l 1th,  95th, .and  147th  New  York,  7th  Indiana, 


I he  close  o(  the  first  day  s struggle  clearly  indicated  th  it 
the  morrow  would  usher  in  a bloody  contest.  At  night 
the  troops  took  a position  on  the  hill  south  of  Gettysburg. 
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and  formed  In  line  of  battle  in  the  shape  of  a horse  shoe,  with 
the  convexity  toward  the  town.  The  left,  facing  to  the 
northwest,  was  occupied  by  the  nth  Corps,  under  Gen. 
Sykes,  the  3d  Corps,  under  Gen.  Sickles,  and  the  2d  Corps, 
under  Gen.  Hancock.  The  centre,  facing  the  town,  by  the 
1st  Corps,  under  Gen.  Newton.  The  right  by  the  lltli 
Corps,  under  Gen.  Howard,  and  the  12th  Corps,  under 
Gen.  Slocutn. 

The  forepart  of  July  2 was  spent  by  the  Union  forces  in 
arranging  for  battle.  The  enemy  occupied  the  valley  at 
the  base  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and  formed  nearly  parallel  with 
our  forces. 

The  enemy  commenced  skirmishing  early  in  the  day, 
which  was  continued  at  intervals  until  about  four  o’clock, 
when  he  opened  a most  terrific  fire  upon  Cemetery  Hill, 
held  by  the  11th  Corps.  Our  artillery,  posted  in  favorable 
positions,  replied  vigorously,  and  for  two  hours  the  roar  and 
flame  and  smoke  of  artillery  and  shriek  of  shells  so  com- 
pletely filled  the  air  that  everything  else  seemed  forgotten. 
On  the  left  were  soon  observed  dark  masses  of  troops 
emerging  from  the  woods  and  advancing  in  the  direction 
of  the  3d  Corps.  Skirmishing  in  that  part  of  the  field 
became  sharper.  Gen.  Sickles  was  sent  forward  to  ascer- 
tain the  enemy’s  intention.  The  artillery  fire  ceased,  and, 
with  yells  and  cheers,  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  flash 
of  fixed  bayonets,  Longstreet’s  and  Hill's  Corps  rushed 
against  the  Union  army. 

The  3d  Corps  fought  manfully,  but  were  finally  forced 
to  give  way  beneath  the  weight  of  the  attacking  column. 

* Sickles  fell  severely  wounded,  his  leg  being  blown  off  by  a 
shell. 

On  came  the  enemy  with  redoubled  fury,  and  the  2d 
and  5th  Corps  were  thrown  into  the  breach,  where  they 
suffered  terribly.  They  were  soon  reinforced  by  a division 
of  the  12th  Corps  and  Gen.  Sedgwick  with  the  fitli  Corps. 
This  celebrated  corps  was  seemingly  almost  exhausted,  hav- 
ing marched  thirty  consecutive  hours ; but  when  the  order 
came  to  close  the  breach,  it  went  down  the  hill  like  an 
avalanche  upon  the  almost  victorious  foe. 

The  rebel  column  halted,  staggered,  and  then  fell  back 
in  confusion,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  piled  across 
each  other  and  in  our  hands.  At  that  time  an  equally 
sudden  dash  was  made  by  Ewell’s  Corps  upon  our  right. 
The  suddenness  of  the  attack,  that  portion  of  our  army 
having  been  weakened  by  the  reinforcements  sent  to 
Sickles,  gave  the  enemy  some  advantage.  Reinforcements 
were,  however,  promptly  sent  up  and  his  advauce  checked. 

Stung  by  the  defeat  on  the  left  which  had  sent  their 
columns  back  in  confusion,  the  rebels  were  determined  at 
all  hazards  to  carry  the  right ; hence  the  attack  upon 
Slocum  was  furious,  almost  to  madness.  From  dark  until 
half-past  nine  o’clock  the  battle  raged  with  unabated  fury. 
The  lines  swayed  to  and  fro,  each  in  turn  advancing  and 
falling  back.  At  this  hour  the  enemy  made  his  last  des- 
perate charge  on  the  right  wing,  held  by  Geary's  Division, 
and  being  repulsed  with  terrible  slaughter,  the  attack  was 
not  renewed.  At  ten  o’clock  the  firing  had  ceased  and  all 
was  quiet. 

Preparations  were  made  for  a severe  contest  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  the  men  lay  down  to  refresh  themselves 


with  such  sleep  as  comes  to  him  who  is  convinced  that  the 
morning  will  bring  him  into  the  midst  of  a sanguiuary 
battle. 

At  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,  July  3,  Slocum’s  line 
opened  a terrific  fire  on  Ewell’s  forces.  This  was  responded 
to  by  one  of  those  furious  charges  for  which  the  rebels 
were  so  greatly  celebrated. 

The  charge  upon  the  left  the  day  before,  where  with 
such  desperation  the  rebels  fought  our  forces  for  three 
hours,  and  the  charge  of  Ewell  upon  the  right  the  night 
before,  were  regarded  by  the  oldest  officers  in  the  army  as 
the  most  obstinate  and  deadly  contests  of  the  war.  But 
this  charge  of  the  enemy  in  response  to  Slocum's  opening 
fire  was  far  more  furious.  With  unearthly  yells  and  utter 
contempt  of  danger  and  death,  for  six  hours  they  hurled 
their  solid  columns  against  the  Union  army.  During  all 
this  time  the  Federal  troops,  firm  as  the  rocky  foundation 
on  which  they  stood,  hurled  the  fiery  shot  and  shell  and 
flame  into  the  thinning  ranks  of  the  enemy  until  he 
staggered,  and  fell  back  utterly  defeated  and  exhausted. 

Enemy  though  we  are  to  any  man  or  set  of  men  who  can 
lift  their  parricidal  hand  against  this  best  of  governments, 
we  can  but  admire  the  courage  and  determination  displayed 
by  the  rebels  in  this  battle.  Nothing  else  during  the  war 
equaled  this  six  hours  of  carnage.  In  front  of  Gen. 
Geary’s  Division  were  more  rebel  dead  than  the  entire 
number  of  casualties  in  the  12th  Corps. 

At  ten  o’clock  Gen.  Slocum  had  defeated  and  driven  the 
rebels,  and  occupied  his  original  position. 

At  two  o’clock  Gen.  Lee  opened  a terrific  fire  in  front 
upon  the  1st  and  2d  Corps  from  a hundred  guns.  Our 
batteries  promptly  responded,  and  for  two  hours  a battle 
with  artillery  was  fought  such  as  had  never  before  been 
heard  upon  this  continent.  It  was  fitting  that  the  decisive 
battle  of  Gettysburg  should  have  such  a magnificent  ter- 
mination. The  Federal  troops  were  stationed  upon  a hill, 
the  surface  of  which  was  covered  with  rocks  and  natural 
depressions,  hence  they  were  in  a measure  protected.  The 
rebel  infantry  was  formed  on  the  plain  below,  and  being 
unprotected  suffered  severely.  Their  artillery  was  posted 
on  the  north  of  Gettysburg.  The  shot  and  shell  of  both 
armies  during  this  heavy  artillery  duel  all  passed  over  the 
city. 

The  battle  raged  during  the  day,  each  army  fighting  as 
if  the  result  of  the  rebellion  hung  upon  this  day’s  contest. 
At  night  this  desperate  struggle  ceased,  and  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  was  fought  and  won. 

Scores  of  Otsego  homes  were  rendered  desolate  by  this 
carnage,  as  so  many  of  her  brave  sons  wTere  offered  up  as  a 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  their  country. 

“ They  never  fail  who  die 
In  a great  cause.  The  block  may  soak  their  gore  ; 

Their  heads  may  sodden  in  the  sun  ; their  limbs 
lie  strung  to  city  gates  or  castle  walls; 

Hut  still  their  spirits  walk  abroad,  though  years 
Elapse,  and  others  share  as  dark  a doom. 

They  but  augment  the  dee])  and  sweeping  thoughts 
Which  overspread  all  others,  and  conduct 
The  world  at  last  to  freedom.” 

From  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  until  January,  1864,  the 
history  of  the  70th  is  a record  of  long  and  weary  marches 
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and  countermarches,  through  broiling  suns  and  dusty  roads, 
then  sleet  and  rains,  with  muddy  wadiiigs,  then  severe  frosts 
and  chilling  night  marches. 

The  regiment  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Culpepper, 
and  while  here  occurred  a pleasing  episode, — the  presenta- 
tion of  a new  flag,  by  the  ladies  of  Cherry  Valley,  to  re- 
place the  silken  banner,  which  had  now  become  riddled  by 
the  balls  and  shells  of  eleven  battles  in  front  ranks  of  which 
it  had  waved  in  proud  defiance  of  the  foe. 

The  flag  was  presented  with  an  address  forwarded  by 
them,  signed  by  Mary  Stacey,  George  P.  Engell,*  and 
Eloise  Clyde.  It  was  received  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cook 
with  appropriate  remarks. 

Feb.  6,  the  regiment  left  Culpepper  and  marched  to  Rac- 
coon Ford,  on  the  Rapidan,  where  a sharp  engagement  took 
place. 

On  March  24,  1864,  General  Grant  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  its  reorganization  commenced. 
About  this  time  General  Wadsworth  returned  and  assumed 
the  command  of  a division.  After  the  reorganization  the 
76th  belonged  to  the  2d  Brigade,  commanded  by  General 
Rice ; 4th  Division,  under  command  of  General  Wadsworth ; 
5th  Corps,  under  command  of  Gen.  Warren. 

May  5,  1SG4,  began  the  memorable  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness, in  which  this  gallant  regiment  participated,  and, 
without  following  in  detail  its  movements,  suffice  it  to  say 
that  it  added  to  its  already  enviable  record  fresh  evidences 
of  its  valor.  It  was  here  that  the  intrepid  Wadsworth  fell 
while  leading  a charge,  at  the  head  of  his  division. 

Captain  J.  D.  Clyde,  and  Lieutenants  William  Cahill  and 
James  Caslcr,  of  Co.  B ; Lieutenants  William  Buchanan 
and  Wm.  H.  Myers,  of  Co.  F ; Captain  E.  J.  Swan,  and 
Lieutenauts  Hosrner  D.  Call  and  Job  Norwood,  of  Co.  K ; 
and  Major  Young  were  taken  prisoners.  Among  the  killed 
were  Albert  Ililton,  George  Hawley,  Adjutant  Hubert 
Carpenter,  and  Captain  N.  G.  Bartholomew. 

There  was  little  time  for  rest  after  this  battle,  as  Spottsyl- 
vania  soon  followed  with  its  attendant  carnage,  and  the  70th 
received  the  following  encomium  of  praise  for  its  conduct 
on  this  field. 

General  Hoffman,  in  his  report  of  the  battle,  in  speaking 
of  the  76th,  says,  “ In  this  action  the  officers  and  men  be- 
haved splendidly.  I think  to  them  is  due  the  credit  of 
saving  the  artillery  from  being  cutoff,  and  in  all  probability 
saving  the  army  from  a terrible  disaster.” 

They  next  participated  in  an  engagement  south  of  the 
James  river,  and  suffered  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Colonel  Hoffman,  in  his  report,  says,  “ During  the  cam- 
paign the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  have  evinced 
great  bravery,  patriotism,  and  fortitude.  From  May  3 to 
July  31,  a period  of  nearly  ninety  days,  not  more  than  five 
days  passed  that  they  were  not  under  fire  of  the  enemy.” 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  this  brigade  was 
84  officers  and  1514  men. 

Next  came  the  battle  of  Weldon  Railroad.  The  76th's 
participation  in  this  contest  is  summed  up  by  the  following 
extract  from  Colonel  Hoffman’s  official  report: 

“ I he  uGtli  and  l;»7th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  76th 


Died  in  h is  country’s  service. 


and  147th  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  4th  Delaware 
Volunteers  remained  in  the  works  and  repulsed  the  enemy 
in  handsome  style. 

“ The  following-named  have  received  special  notice : 

“7Gth  New  York. — Captain  Hatch,  for  gallantry  in 
crossing  the  works  and  capturing  a stand  of  colors. 

“Lieutenant  Weldon,  76th  New  York,  killed  on  the 
picket  line  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  is  spoken  of  as  having 
been  ever  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  courteous 
and  kind  in  his  intercourse  with  his  brother  officers  and 
men. 

“ Captain  Barritt  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field  of  battle 
for  the  third  time  on  account  of  wounds  received. 

“Captain  Watkins,  of  the  76th  New  York,  has  since 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  and  rendered  very  effi- 
cient services  on  the  21st  as  an  acting  aid-de-camp.” 

On  the  28th  the  regiment  engaged  in  the  skirmish  at 
Hatcher’s  Run,  and  soon  after  went  into  camp. 

Dec.  31,  1864. — The  76th  had  some  time  previously 
served  out  its  terms  of  enlistment,  but  a large  number 
having  re-enlisted,  two  companies  yet  remained,  under  the 
command  of  W.  Earle  Evans.  On  this  date  it  was  consoli- 
dated with  the  147th  New  York  Regiment,  and  consisted 
of  two  commissioned  officers  and  165  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men.  The  remnaut  of  this  gallant  regiment, 
now  a portion  of  the  147th,  subsequently  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Second  Hatcher’s  Run  and  Five  Forks,  and 
was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service  June  5, 
1S65. 

The  history  of  the  76th,  as  we  have  seen,  is  a record  of 
many  of  the  severest  battles  of  the  war,  and  the  bullet  and 
the  prison-pen  left  upon  it  their  impress,  as  many  who  went 
never  returned.  They  battled  nobly  for  their  country,  and 
it  is  an  honor  to  say,  “ I belonged  to  the  76th  !” 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

The  121st  Regiment. 

July  1,  1862,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  our 
“ civil  conflict,”  being  determined  to  crush  the  Rebellion  at 
all  hazards,  President  Lincoln  issued  a call  for  oliO.Onu 
volunteers.  In  compliance  with  this  proclamation,  Governor 
Morgan  authorized  a regiment  to  be  raised  in  the  twentieth 
senatorial  district,  composed  of  Otsego  and  Herkimer 
counties. 

Hon.  Richard  Franchot,  of  Morris,  Otsego  County,  then 
member  of  congress  for  the  nineteenth  district,  was  selected 
to  supervise  the  recruiting,  and  establish  headquarters  at 
Herkimer,  on  the  Mohawk.  Otsego  County  had  alr<  idy 
furnished  her  share  of  volunteers,  being  represented  ' y 
companies  and  detachments  in  numerous  commands. 

Up  to  this  time  no  efforts  had  been  made  to  raise  a re- 
giment wholly  from  this  district.  After  the  proclamation, 
however,  the  governor  appointed  a regimental  and  a disirb't 
committee,  which  met  at  Richfield  Fprinus.  July  17.  1S62. 
and  there  selected  a county  military  committee  to  carry  ’on 
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the  recruiting.  Comprising  this,  were  Geo.  W.  Ernst, 
Ilezekiah  St  urges,  James  J.  Hendry,  John  F.  Scott,  of 
Cooperstown,  and  II.  J.  Olcutt,  of  Cherry  Valley,  all  re- 
presentative citizens,  and  thoroughly  imbued  with  a spirit 
of  patriotism. 

Two  days  after  their  appointment,  July  If),  a circular 
was  issued  and  active  recruiting  commenced.  In  every 
town  earnest  men  vied  with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to 
increase  their  numbers  and  be  among  the  first  to  report 
themselves  ready  for  active  service. 

War-meetings  were  held  in  different  places  and  attended 
by  multitudes  of  both  sexes.  The  patriot  work  was  con- 
tinued with  the  same  alacrity  in  Herkimer  county.  By 
the  middle  of  August  an  entire  regiment  had  been  enlisted, 
and  the  several  recruiting  officers  directed  to  report  at  head- 
quarters with  all  their  men  for’ organization  and  position 
in  the  regiment.  The  number  had  been  already  assigned, 
and  the  command  was  known  as  the  121st  N.Y.  After 
reporting,  the  several  detachments  were  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  State  and  supplied  with  officers,  each  com- 
pany receiving  its  position  in  the  line  according  to  date  of 
muster.  „ 

By  a partial  agreement  among  the  officers,  each  was  to 
take  his  rank  in  the  company  according  to  the  number  en- 
listed, and  the  understanding  was  so  closely  adhered  to 
that  very  little  dissatisfaction  occurred. 

Probably  no  regiment  was  ever  organized  with  such  dis- 
patch, so  little  jealousy,  and  certainly  none  left  the  Empire 
State  with  a better  class  of  men.  They  came  principally 
from  the  best  families  of  the  two  counties,  and  represented 
the  various  professions,  trades,  and  industries  of  these  flour- 
ishing communities.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of 
the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  ladies  of  Otsego  and  Herkimer 
counties,  who  in  various  ways  proved  themselves  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  cause.  Anxious  to  give  a visible  ex- 
pression of  their  gratitude  to  the  nation’s  defenders,  they 
presented  the  regiment  with  a beautiful  silk  flag  just  pre- 
vious to  its  departure  from  the  latter  county.  After  the 
command  had  been  mustered  into  service,  Aug.  23, ‘ there 
followed  a week  of  drilling  and  preparation.  On  Saturday, 
Aug.  30,  the  regiment  left  Camp  Schuyler,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  Washington,  although  a few  were  on  furlough, 
and  left  behind. 

The  officers  were  as  follows : 

C<>1.,  Uichnnl  F ranch  of,  Morris,  Obispo  C\>.,  N.  Y. 

Lieut. •('»»!.,  Cl  ins.  II.  Clark,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Maj.,  Egbert  Olcutt,  Cherry  Valley,  Olsego  Co.,  N.  V. 

AWj.,  Thus.  S.  Arm*M. 

Ke^Omirterimister,  Albert  Story.  ^ 

Co.  .V,  G»|'t..  Henry  M.  Culpin. 

First  Lieut.,  Jonathan  Burrell. 

Second  Lieut.,  tleo.  W.  Davis. 

Co.  B,  Capt  , Erwin  Holcomb. 

First  Lieut. , JI.  C.  Keith. 

Second  Lieut.,  Gw.  A.  May. 

Co.  C,  Capt.,  Clinton  A.  Moon. 

First  Lieut  , Atijrus  Cameron. 

Second  I.ieut.,  Chas.  M.  Bradt. 

Co.  !>,  ('apt.,  John  1).  Fi*h. 

Fii>t  Lieut.,  D.  M.  Kenyon. 

Second  Lb  ut..  Chat*.  E.  Staring. 

Co.  E,  Cupt.,  Dougin*  Campbell. 

Fii*»t  Li>  ut.,  Theodore  St«rnb<*i  p. 

Second  Lieu!.,  llarr.suu  Van  Horn. 

Co.  K,  i ‘apt.,  Neisun  D W endell. 

First  Lit  ut.,  Bj  run  T.  Bark. 


Second  Lieut.,  Frank  F.  Holies. 

Co.  CJ,  Cupt.,  Edwin  Clark. 

First  Lieut.,  J.  I).  Clyde. 

Second  Lieut.,  Child.  T.  Ferguson. 

Co.  II,  Cupt.,  Jno.  Itaiudey. 

First  Lieut.,  N.  F.  Potildeday. 

Second  Lient.,  Marcus  K.  Cadler. 

C<\  I,  Cupt.,  Jno.  S.  Kidder. 

First  Lieut.,  Jno.  D.  P.  Douw. 

Second  Lieut.,  Dele  van  Bates. 

Co.  K,  Cupt.,  Sacket  M.  Olin. 

First  Lieut.,  A.  K.  Mather. 

Second  Lieut.,  Frank  Horton. 

Surgeon,  William  Bassett. 

First  A-st.  Surg.,  L.  B.  Valentino. 

Second  Asst.  Surg.,  D.  P.  liolt. 

Chaplain,  J.  It.  Sage. 

Company  officers,  30.  Total  enlisted  men,  9IG. 

Transportation-  from  Albany  to  New  York  was  provid  -1 
ou  the  steamer  Isaac  Newton.”  On  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  next  morning,  we  were  quartered  at  the  Park  bar- 
racks, the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  new  post-office  build- 
ing. While  here  the  men  conducted  themselves  in  the 
most  exemplary  manner.  Monday,  Sept.  1,  the  regiment 
left  New  York,  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia  about  six  p.m. 
Here  we  were  met  by  a delegation  of  citizens,  and  hand- 
somely treated  to  a warm  supper,  hot  coffee,  etc.,  a recep- 
tion quite  unlike  the  cold  indifference  of  New  York,  and 
the  positive  contempt  of  Baltimore.  On  reaching  this  place, 
twelve  men  were  unable  to  proceed,  and  sent  to  the  hospital. 
The  regiment  left  Philadelphia  at  1.30  a.m.,  and  spent 
most  of  that  day  on  the  sidings  of  the  railroad,  waiting  for 
other  trains  to  pass,  reaching  Baltimore  in  the  evening. 

This  protracted  waiting  was  tedious  in  the  extreme,  but 
was  once  interrupted  by  an  incident  that  every  survivor 
will  remember  with  pleasure.  The  train  switched  off  op- 
posite a large  melon  field,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  tret 
oft’  fora  few  moments.  No  sooner  was  the  fruit  discovered 
than  a grand  rush  was  made  across  the  field,  about  three 
hundred  yards  distant,  by  at  least  half  of  the  regiment. 
When  the  officers  made  an  effort  to  withdraw  them  they 
obeyed  readily,  but  not  until  they  had  well-nigh  gathered 
the  crop,  and  each  was  returning  with  a melon  under  his 
arm.  In  justice  to  the  soldiers,  and  to  shield  them  from 
censure,  it  may  be  added  that  this  trespassing  column  was 
headed  by  an  officer. 

The  regiment  passed  that  night  in  Baltimore,  and  leaving 
that  city  in  box-ears  soon  after  midnight,  arrived  at  Wash- 
ington ou  the  morning  of  Sept.  3.  Maj.  Olcott  was  sent 
forward  to  report  the  arrival  to  headquarters  and  to  receive 
orders.  lie  was  asked  by  the  commanding  officer  if  the 
regiment  was  from  the  country.  After  answering  affirma- 
tively, the  latter  wished  to  know  if  they  were  good  choppers, 
for  if  so,  he  wanted  to  send  them  across  the  river  to  cut 
timber  for  the  fortifications.  The  major  told  him  that  the 
men  came  from  ail  agricultural  district,  and  but  few  were 
skillful  with  the  axe,  and  had  no  disposition  to  increase 
their  efficiency  in  that  line. 

The  regiment  was  finally  assigned  to  a provisional  brigade, 
under  Col.  Gibson,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Lincoln, 
about  four  miles  from  t lie  capital.  We  reached  the  fort  at 
four  p.m.,  and  went  into  camp.  The  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, with  the  remnant  of  Pope’s  command,  was  then  in 
the  vicinity  ol  Bailey  s Cross-Roads  and  Hall's  Hill.  \ a. 

Gen.  Lees  plan  ot  invasion  was  unsuspected  by  our 
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commanders,  and  it  was  generally  surmised  that  the  army 
would  remain  near  Washington  until  thoroughly  reorgan- 
ized. Our  camp,  therefore,  was  laid  out,  with  great  care, 
for  a long  stay.  The  regiment  had  now  a full  complement 
of  wall  and  A tents,  for  the  only  time  during  the  service. 
Our  muskets  (the  Enfield  rifles)  had  been  supplied  in  New 
York,  but,  by  the  advice  of  the  officers,  had  been  shipped 
to  Washington  in  cases,  which  were  still  unopened.  About 
midnight,  however,  a command  came  from  Col.  Gibson,  or- 
dering the  muskets  to  be  loaded  at  once.  This  required 
the  unpacking  and  distribution  of  the  arms  in  the  dark, 
and  caused  much  trouble  iu  the  ordnance  accounts  of  the 
officers. 

The  second  and  last  day  at  Camp  Lincoln  was  to  be  de- 
voted to  its  completion,  but  in  the  afternoon  orders  were 
received  to  join  the  5th  Army  Corps  on  the  following  day 
at  Hall's  Hill.  Application  was  made  to  Col.  Gibson  for 
transportation  of  camp  equipage  and  baggage,  but  he  re- 
fused to  permit  it  until  a location  for  the  camp  should  be 
determined  upon.  As  a result,  neither  officers  nor  men 
had  tents  or  shelter  of  any  kind  for  over  six  weeks. 

On  the  morning  of  Sept.  5,  the  regiment  left  Camp  Lin- 
coln to  join  the  5th  Corps  across  Long  bridge,  but  before 
reaching  the  city  the  order  was  changed  and  our  march 
directed  toward  Taneytown,  to  join  the  corps  then  in  mo- 
tion. The  head  of  our  column  was  turned,  and  from  this 
date  the  first  campaign  of  the  121st  N.  Y.  began. 

Col.  Franchot,  anxious  to  overtake  and  join  the  com- 
mand to  which  his  regiment  bad  been  assigned,  marched 
the  men  too  far  on  the  first  day,  not  halting  till  eleven  p.  m. 
They,  without  shelter,  footsore  and  exhausted,  threw  them- 
selves upon  the  cold,  damp  ground,  too  tired  even  to  kindle 
fires.  Many  strong  constitutions  were  wrecked,  and  many 
brave  soldiers,  stricken  with  fever  and  other  diseases,  lost 
their  lives  from  exposure  during  the  first  week  of  service. 

At  two  A.M.,  next  morning,  the  march  was  resumed, 
and  during  the  forenoon  Col.  Franchot  met  Brig.-Gen. 
Slocum,  commanding  the  1st  Division,  6th  Corps.  They 
were  old  friends,  and  to  that  friendship  the  121st  owes 
much  of  the  success  and  renown  to  which  it  afterwards 
attained.  The  latter  at  once  made  application  to  have  this 
regimeut  assigned  to  his  division,  which  was  granted.  It 
was  joined  to  the  2d  Brigade,  then  under  command  of  Col. 

J.  J.  Bartlett,  and  remained  in  the  same  brigade,  division, 
and  corps  during  the  entire  term  of  service. 

The  weather  was  very  warm  during  the  day,  but  cool  at 
night ; and,  though  obliged  to  march  now  in  the  column  j 
with  old  soldiers,  the  regiment  found  it  much  easier  than 
the  first  two  days  of  overwork. 

Marching  through  Rockville,  the  corps  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Crumpton's  Gap,  entering  the  pretty  village  of 
Jefferson  at  ten  A.M.,  Sept.  14.  A halt  wai  ordered  a short 
distance  from  the  town,  aud  now,  for  the  first  time,  the 
sound  of  hostile  cannon  was  heard.  General  McClellan, 
with  the  1st  and  5th  Corps,  had  reached  South  Mountain,  ] 
and  begun  the  struggle  for  the  south  pass.  General  Frank-  ! 
lin,  with  the  6th  Corps,  was  directed  to  force  the  enemy 
irom  their  strong  lodgment  in  Crumpton's  Gap,  the  first 
pass  in  this  range  from  the  Potomac,  and  distant  about  five 
miles  lroui  that  of  South  Mountain. 


At  twelve  si.  the  corps  left  Jefferson  *uid  approached  the 
enemy’s  position,  when  they  opened  fire  from  batteries  on 
the  mountain,  but  did  no  harm.  The  side  of  this  mountain 
in  most  places  was  rocky,  precipitous,  and  impassable,  and 
the  enemy,  intrenched  behind  stone  walls  and  barricades, 
guarded  the  road  leading  through  the  gap.  The  1st  Di- 
vision was  in  advance  of  the  2d,  with  the  121st  in  reserve. 

About  three  P.M.  the  line  moved  forward  through  the  vil- 
lage of  Burkittsville,  but  was  soon  checked  by  a well-directed 
fire  from  the  enemy.  After  a heavy  cannonade  from  the 
rebels,  kept  up  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  causing  much  suf- 
fering to  our  troops,  General  Brooks'  brigade  of  sturdy  Ver- 
monters from  the  2d  Division  moved  forward  to  General 
Slocum’s  support,  inclining  to  the  left,  and  struck  the  enemv 
in  the  flank  at  the  same  moment  that  his  division  charged 
them  in  front.  The  attack  was  successful ; the  enemv, 
routed  from  their  stone  walls,  fled  in  confusion  over  the 
mountain,  pursued  by  our  victorious  troops.  About  4Dit 
prisoners  were  captured  by  our  forces.  The  121st  was 
held  as  a reserve  and  suffered  no  loss,  but  was  subjected  to 
a severe  artillery  fire. 

Next  morning  the  6th  Corps  was  ordered  to  pursue  the 
enemy,  falling  back  toward  Antietam.  The  121st,  except- 
ing two  companies,  sent  as  guard  to  division  train,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ciark,  was  ordered  to  hold  the  Gap  and 
look  after  the  prisoners  and  arms.  Captain  Campbell  was 
detailed  acting  provost-marshal,  and  with  his  company  left 
in  command  of  the  village  of  Burkittsville.  Captain  Galpin, 
with  his  men,  took  charge  of  the  prisoners  and  marched 
them  to  Frederick  City,  Md. 

Sept.  17  the  regiment  heard  the  roar  of  artillery  from 
the  battle-field  of  Antietam,  about  ten  miles  away.  The 
result  of  this  conflict  was  unknown  until  the  morning  of 
the  19th  inst.,  when  Capt.  Wilson,  adjutant-general  of  our 
brigade,  arrived  from  the  field  with  orders  for  the  121-t  to 
join  that  command  at  once.  All  the  guards  were  called  in. 
and  very  soon  the  regiment  departed  for  the  scene  of  strife. 
Passing  through  Sharpsburg,  and  over  a portion  of  the 
battle-field,  we  rejoined  the  brigade  in  the  evening. 

Next  morning  the  regiment  was  deployed  to  gather  up 
abandoned  muskets  and  place  them  in  stack.  Leaving 
Sharpsburg,  in  company  with  the  Gth  Corps,  we  arrived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Williamsport,  about  the  21st,  and.  after 
remaining  two  days,  returned  to  Bakersville. 

Up  to  this  time  no  shelter  had  been  provided  for  the  men. 
and,  to  protect  themselves  from  the  weather,  they  were 
obliged  to  prepare  tents  from  brushwood,  cornstalks,  and 
leaves.  In  fine  weather  the  daily  duty  of  drill  and  parade, 
with  occasional  picket  duty,  occupied  the  greater  portion  of 
our  time. 

Col.  Franchot  having  no  taste  for  active  field-service,  and 
desiring  to  occupy  his  seat  in  congress,  tended  his  resigna- 
tion. Although  not  a practical  soldier,  he  had  an  honor.!  !c 
pride  in  the  regiment  which  he  had  organized.  In  taking 
this  step  he  simply  carried  out  his  original  intention,  e 
had  deferred  it  until  this  campaign  was  practically  ended. 
Desiring  to  leave  his  command  with  a competent  otfio  r. — 
and  wisely  concluding  Lieut. -Col.  Chirk  to  be  unsuitv!  f r 
the  position, — before  resigning,  he  made  use  of  his  influ- 
ence in  the  selection  of  a successor. 
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Lieut.  Emory  Lepton,  of  the  regular  army,  with  the 
nominal  rank  of  captain,  was  at  this  time  commanding  the 
artillery  brigade  of  Slocum’s  Division,  consisting  of  twenty 
guns.  This  officer,  but  twenty-three  years  of  age,  had  wou 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  Gen.  Slocum  and  all  his  su- 
periors by  his  gallantry  and  good  judgment  during  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  and,  subsequently,  at  Crampton's  Gap 
and  Antictam.  Col.  Franchot’s  recommendation  secured 
the  position  for  Capt.  Upton,  who  gladly  accepted  it,  and 
was  duly  commissioned  Sept.  25.  For  this  act  alone  every 
officer  and  soldier  in  the  regiment  owes  a lasting  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Col.  Franchot.  Col.  Upton  being  formally 
presented  to  his  command,  was  received  with  hearty  cheers 
by  all  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  regiment  at  heart. 

There  were  many  advantages  for  a regiment  under  a 
regular  army  officer  that  were  not  readily  understood  at  this 
time,  but  were  afterwards  fully  appreciated  by  all.  After 
receiving  his  commission,  Col.  Upton  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  a few  days,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Clark  was  left  in 
command.  Both  officers  and  men  were  still  without  tents, 
although  efforts  had  been  made  to  obtain  them.  Gen. 
Bartlett,  the  brigade  commander,  appeared  to  consider  this 
neglect  a matter  of  little  moment.  In  consequence  of  the 
exposure  to  heat  by  day,  and  cold  and  damp  by  night,  sick- 
ness increased  at  a rapid  rate.  One  man  died  in  camp,  and 
a large  number  were  sick  and  unfit  for  duty,  before  any 
attempt  was  made  to  alleviate  our  wretched  condition.  A 
request  was  made  to  use  a neighboring  barn  for  hospital 
purposes,  but  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  we  would 
move  soon,  and  then  all  our  sick  would  be  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital. 

Oct.  1,  ST  men  were  sick  in  camp,  of  whom  over  40 
were  unable  to  walk  or  help  themselves.  Surgeon  Bassett 
being  in  ill  health,  and  unable  to  bear  the  exposure,  resigned 
his  charge  to  his  associates,  Valentine  and  Holt.  Quarter- 
master Story,  Capt.  Holcomb,  and  Lieut.  Cameron  were 
sick  in  camp.  Capt.  Clark,  and  also  51  privates,  were  ab- 
sent on  account  of  sickness,  making  a total  of  137.  The 
regiment  was  now  reduced  to  744  men.  Typhoid  and 
camp  fever,  measles,  and  other  diseases  prevalent  to  camp 
life,  were  snatching  their  victims  and  decimating  our  ranks. 

Lieut.-Col.  Clark  being  ill,  Maj.  Olc-ott  was  now  in  com- 
mand. Knowing  the  wretched  condition  of  the  sick,  he 
resolved  to  give  them  all  the  protection  in  his  power.  At 
the  imminent  ri.-k  of  a reprimand  from  his  superior,  he  re- 
moved the  sick  to  the  aforementioned  barn,  and  detailed 
one  assistant  surgeon  and  soldiers  as  nurses  to  care  for 
them.  Hay  was  spread  upon  the  tioor  for  beds,  and,  in 
this  way,  nearly  100  men  were  made  comparatively  com- 
fortable, and  undoubtedly  owed  their  lives  to  this  humane 
act.  The  barn  and  connecting  sheds  continued  to  be  used 
for  hospital  purposes  during  the  remainder  of  our  stay  at 
Bakersville. 

The  seeds  of  disease  implanted  bv  official  neglect  now 
began  to  reap  a legitimate  harvest.  Sickness  prevailed  to 
an  alarming  extent,  and  at  the  surgeon’s  “call  ' for  the  sick, 
nearly  halt  the  regiment  responded.  Many  who  really  needed 
medical  treatment  chose  to  remain  m camp,  and,  being 
excused  from  duty,  nursed  and  cared  for  each  other.  By 
the  last  ot  October  7 officers  and  151  privates  were  reported 


unfit  for  duty.  The  effect  of  so  sad  an  experience  on  the 
7 nnrale  of  the  regiment  was  far  worse  and  more  demoral- 
izing than  the  severest  engagement.  Notwithstanding  these 
events,  however,  the  camp  at  Bakersville  was  regarded  by 
those  in  good  health  a pleasant  one.  The  soldiers  were 
well  fed,  and  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  good  water. 

After  Col.  Upton  assumed  command,  he  began  a rigid 
course  of  drills,  which  kept  the  men  active  and  well  em- 
ployed. Oct.  3,  the  regiment,  with  its  division,  was  re- 
viewed by  President  Lincoln  and  Gen.  Franklin.  This  was 
the  first  review  of  the  121st,  but,  considering  the  short 
period  devoted  to  drill,  very  commendable.  It  was  not 
until  the  last  of  October  that  the  men  received  their  over- 
coats and  knapsacks,  left  at  Camp  Lincoln,  and,  about  the 
same  time,  shelter- tents  were  distributed.  The  regiment, 
under  Col.  Upton,  had  arrived  at  an  efficient  state  of  dis- 
cipline, and  was  fairly  drilled  in  company  and  battalion 
movements. 

For  several  days  orders  had  been  issued  to  hold  the 
command  in  readiness  to  move,  but  the  final  one  came  Oct. 
3U,  directing  a march  at  six  o’clock  the  following  morning. 
At  this  time  seven  officers, — Capts.  Moon,  Fish,  Kidder, 
Lieuts.  Bates,  Van  Horn,  Cameron,  Quar.-Mast.  Story,  with 
123  enlisted  men,  wore  removed  to  hospitals.  Second 
Xieut.  Geo.  W.  Davis,  and  nine  privates,  died  in  this  camp 
during  the  month  of  October.  Seven  hundred  and  eleven 
men  were  present  for  duty,  and,  to  their  credit,  it  may  be 
said,  that  not  one  was  in  arrest  or  confinement.  Co.  C was 
in  command  of  Second  Lieut.  Bradt.  Capt.  Campbell,  of 
Co.  E,  was  the  only  active  officer  in  his  company,  First 
Lieut.  Sternberg  having  been  detailed  as  acting  quarter- 
master, and  the  second  lieutenant  being  sick.  Capt. 
Ramsey,  of  Co.  II,  had  resigned.  Co.  I was  entirely  des- 
titute of  leaders,  and  for  nearly  a month  was  commanded 
by  Ord.-Sergt.  Cronkite,  two  of  the  officers  being  in  the 
hospital,  and  Lieut.  J.  P.  Douw  having  previously  been 
detailed  ordnanee-offiecr  of  the  division. 

We  left  camp  promptly  Oct.  31,  and,  passing  through 
Crampton’s  Gap,  pitched  tents  for  the  night.  The  follow- 
ing day  an  easy  march  brought  us  to  Berlin,  on  the 
Potomac,  where  we  rested  overnight,  waiting  for  a pon- 
ton-bridge to  be  thrown  across  the  river.  At  5.30  a.m.  the 
regiment  was  in  motion,  and,  with  the  Gth  Corps,  crossed 
the  Potomac,  encamping  a few  miles  distant.  Heavy  can- 
nonading was  distinctly  heard  in  the  direction  of  Ashby’s 
Gap.  The  march  continued,  at  intervals,  until  the  evening 
of  Nov.  5,  when  encamped  near  White  Plains.  We 
remained  here  three  days,  during  which  time  Col.  Upton 
ordered  a regimental  court-martial  of  several  delinquent 
soldiers,  who  were  convicted  of  various  offenses,  and  duly 
sentenced.  A severe  snow-storm  prevailed,  making  the 
roads  heavy  and  impeding  our  march. 

Nov.  9 we  advanced  about  four  miles,  and  were  reviewed 
by  Gens.  McClellan  and  Burnside,  just,  previous  to  the 
former’s  departure,  and  after  he  had  relinquished  his  com- 
mand. We  remained  in  this  locality  until  Nov.  15,  and 
then,  after  a cold  and  disagreeable  march,  arrived  at  Cat- 
lett s Station.  Two  days  later  the  regiment  encamped  near 
Stafford  Court-House,  where  an  excellent  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  field  exercises. 
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(\,1.  Upton  ordered  company  drill  in  the  forenoon,  bat- 
talion at  one  P.M.,  dress  parade  at  four  P.M.,  and  a regular 
(kIkmjI  of  instruction  for  the  officers  at  six  each  evening. 
This  active  daily  life  worked  a wonderful  improvement  in 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  regiment,  and  few  now  re- 
scinded to  the  surgeon’s  morning  call. 

Nov.  25  was  devoted  to  drill,  as  usual,  and  at  dress 
parade  the  first  promotion  was  made, — that  of  Ord.-Sergt. 
Cronkite,  Co.  I,  to  second  lieutenant.  There  were  also 
.several  reductions  to  the  ranks  from  the  non-commissioned 
officers  in  some  of  the  companies.  At  the  close  of  this 
month  the  regiment  numbered  657  men,  having  lost  hut 
25  during  November,  most  of  them  from  colds  and  ex- 
posure at  Bakersville.  Other  changes  occurred.  Dr.  E. 
rf.  Walker  was  appointed  surgeon,  First  Lieut.  Jas.  D. 
Clyde,  and  Second  Lieut.  Chas.  F.  Ferguson,  Co.  G,  were 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service,  leaving  that  com- 
pany without  any  active  officers.  Nov.  9,  First  Lieut. 
Angus  Cameron  died  at  Bakersville  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
First  Lieut.  A.  E.  Mather,  of  Co.  K,  was  transferred  to 
Co.  G. 

After  remaining  in  this  locality  about  two  weeks.  Col. 
Lrpton  ordered  the  regiment  out  to  fell  trees  for  winter- 
quarters;  but  that  evening  a command  came  for  us  to  march 
at  six  o’clock  the  next  morning,  with  three  days’  rations. 
The  regiment  started  at  the.  appointed  hour,  passing  White 
Oak  church,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  near  the  Rappa- 
hannock, about  fifteen  miles  distant.  The  roads  being 
heavy  the  baggage-train  did  not  come  up,  and  the  officers 
were  obliged  to  sleep  without  covering!  At  one  a.m., 
through  a cold,  drenching  rain,  we  marched  in  the  direction 
of  Belle  Plain  Landing,  arriving  at  that  barren  point  about 
evening,  benumbed  with  cold,  aud  with  garments  frozen 
stiff. 

Against  the  earnest  protestations  of  Col.  Upton,  the 
superior  commander  ordered  us  to  bivouac  for  the  night  on 
this  open  plain,  extending  into  the  Potomac,  swept  hy  a 
terrific  wind,  and  so  level  that  water  tilled  the  low  places 
between  the  corn-hills.  The  garments  of  many  of  the 
soldiers  were  frozen  fast  in  the  ice  during  the  night.  This 
exposure  seemed  entirely  unnecessary,  as  the  brigade  had 
just  passed  a beautiful  pine  forest,  on  the  slope  of  a hill, 
about  a mile  from  the  river,  aud  Col.  Upton  suggested  to 
the  commander,  Col.  Cake,  that  it  would  be  a good  place 
for  encampment.  He,  however,  refused  to  heed  the  sug- 
gestion, and  compelled  the  men  to  lie  in  this  exposed  place 
two  days  and  one  night  without  fires,  thus  causing  consid- 
erable sickness,  aud,  subsequently,  the  death  of  many  brave 
men. 

December  7 we  removed  our  camp  to  the  pine  wood,  which 
Col.  Uptou  had  previously  designated,  and  two  days  later 
orders  came  for  us  to  be  in  readiness  to  march,  with  three 
days’  rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  we  bivouacked  near  Fredericksburg.  No  tents 
"'ere  pitched,  as  we  intended  to  cross  the  river  that  niuht. 
At  H.30  A.M.  reveille  was  sounded,  the  men  prepared  their 
breakfast,  and  at  6.30  marched  within  a short  distance  of 
the  Rappahannock.  At  6.30  p.m.  we  crossed  the  river  on 
p nit  on  -bridges,  under  a heavy  firing  from  the  enemy's  art  il 
hay,  about  one  mile  south  of  Fredcrieksbunr.  This  city 
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was  now  in  flames,  having  been  fired  by  the  shells  from  <>ur 
guns,  and  presented  a scene  grand  to  behold.  We  did  not 
remain  long  on  the  enemy’s  side,  but  rccrossed,  camping 
for  the  night  in  the  piece  of  wood  which  we  had  left  only  a 
few  hours  before. 

At  daylight  the  various  commands  of  Franklin’s  left 
grand  division,  that  had  assembled  during  the  night,  could 
be  distinguished  by  their  headquarter  flags.  Precisely  at 
9.30  A.M.  we  again  crossed  the  river  under  a fierce  artillery 
fire,  in  which  the  121st  had  one  man  killed.  General 
Franklin’s  forces  were  in  lino  of  battle  before  noon,  but 
not  engaged  that  day. 

All  slept  on  their  arms  that  night,  prepared  for  an  attack, 
but  the  enemy  did  not  venture  it.  Next  day,  although  a 
fearful  battle  was  raging  at  Fredericksburg,  our  troop-  re- 
mained comparatively  idle.  Sunday,  the  14th  inst.,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  on  picket  duty  along  the  railroad,  and 
subjected  to  a heavy  fire,  but  held  its  position  until  relieved 
at  five  a.m.  the  following  day. 

We  had  now  lost  four  killed  and  one  wounded.  Up  to 
this  time  no  decided  advantage  had  been  gained  by  our 
troops,  and  the  night  being  very  dark  and  windy,  Burnside 
determined  to  withdraw  them  across  the  river.  Soon  after 
dark  they  were  ordered  to  muffle  all  trappings,  and  move 
noiselessly.  The  121st,  with  its  brigade,  crossed  at  one 
A.M.,  bivouacking  in  a wood  near  by,  and,  about  daylight, 
while  the  men  were  yet  asleep,  a solid  shot  from  the  enemy's 
guns  struck  among  them.  This  movement,  ending  in  de- 
feat, closed  our  campaign  for  that  year. 

December  19,  the  regiment  arrived  near  White  Oak 
Church  about  noon,  anticipating  winter-quarters,  and. 
having  selected  a camping-ground,  began  to  cut  timber  and 
construct  cabins.  Our  location  was  found  undesirable,  an  l 
on  the  29th  a change  was  ordered  to  higher  ground,  nearer 
timber,  and  a fine  field  for  drill  and  parade. 

No  sooner  had  we  arrived  here  than  Col.  Upton  began 
a thorough  system  of  daily  drills,  camp  and  guard  duty,  and 
a strict  enforcement  of  all  disciplinary  rules, — it  being  his 
intention  to  make  the  121st  one  of  the  best  drilled  and  dis- 
ciplined regiments  in  the  army.  To  aid  him  in  his  purpose, 
the  governor  consented  to  grant  no  commissions  until  the 
candidate  had  first  been  recommended  by  him.  These 
daily  exercises  continued  until  January  19,  when  orders 
came  for  us  to  be  ready  to  march  at  twelve  o'clock  next 
day,  with  three  days’  rations  and  sixty'  rounds  of  cartridge*. 

The  weather  continued  favorable  for  several  days,  an  1 
Gen.  Burnside,  reluctant  to  settle  down  into  winter-quar- 
ters without  one  more  effort  to  win  a decided  victory  over 
Lee’s  army,  and  silence  his  critics  and  rivals,  determined  to 
risk  an  engagement.  The  regiment  struck  tents  at  eleven 
o’clock,  and,  with  the  corps,  moved  promptly  at  noon.  pu*s- 
ing  White  Oak  Church,  and  going  in  the  direction  of  Bank- 
Ford,  above  Fredericksburg.  A few  hours  later,  the  rain 
j began  to  fall,  and  rapidly  increased  until  the  road'  "•  r • 
almost  impassable.  The  soldiers,  well-nigh  exhausted,  were 
allowed  to  bivouac  for  the  night  about  ten  P.M. 

The  storm  continued  during  the  night  with  incrcas::..: 
violence,  and  when  morning  dawned  the  Army  of  the  I’  ■- 
mac  was  completely  discouraged  and  defeated  before  no  • 
ing  the  enemy.  Notwithstanding  the  march  was  continu*  ^ 
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with  extreme  difficulty  until  the  troops  reached  Banks’ 
Ford,  where  they  were  unable  to  effect  a crossing.  The 
rain  showed  no  signs  of  abating,  but  the  commander  was 
still  firm  in  his  purpose  to  outflank  the  enemy.  Our  artil- 
lery and  ponton  trains  were  yet  some  distance  from  the 
river,  and,  on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  the 
teams  were  unable  to  extricate  those  that  were  mired. 
Therefore  several  regiments  of  the  Vermont  Brigade  were 
detailed  to  take  the  places  of  the  horses  and  mules,  and 
drag  them  forward.  All  the  afternoon  the  men  were  lift- 
ing and  tugging  at  a ponton-carriage,  or  prying  a cannon 
out  of  the  inirc,  until  a few  of  those  farthest  in  advance 
were  brought  up  to  the  bluff  overlooking  the  ford. 

Night  came  on  and  the  discouraged  troops  lay  down  for 
rest,  waiting  for  the  remainder  of  the  pontons,  and  pre- 
pared to  throw  a bridge  across  the  river  at  daybreak.  When 
morning  came  but  few  of  them  were  in  reach  of  the  ford, 
the  remainder  being  fast  in  the  mud  along  the  route.  As 
soon  as  the  heavy  fog  had  passed  away,  affording  a view 
across  the  river,  the  presence  of  rebel  forces  indicated  that 
Lee  had  anticipated  our  advance  and  was  ready  to  meet  us. 

The  stream  was  now  much  swollen,  and  Gen.  Burnside, 
unable  to  battle  successfully  with  the  elements,  determined 
to  abandon  the  undertaking,  turn  the  army  back  in  the 
direction  of  the  old  camps,  and  go  permanently  into  winter- 
quarters.  At  sunrise  the  troops  began  the  march,  leaving 
the  121st,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  in  posi- 
tion at  the  ford  to  cover  the  retreat  and  observe  the  euemy’s 
movements. 

We  remained  here  until  the  next  morning,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  take  long  ropes  and  haul  out  of  the  mud 
the  pontons,  ammunition-wagons,  and  artillery,  which  had 
been  left  behind,  thus  relieving  the  worn-out  horses  and 
mules.  The  soldiers  felt  gloomy  and  discouraged,  and, 
besides,  this  work  was  not  exactly  to  their  liking,  although 
they  knew  that  it  was  necessary.  After  the  distribution 
of  a barrel  of  “commissary”  to  each  regiment  a different 
feeling  prevailed,  and  in  a short  time  they  had  lifted  the  I 
trains  and  artillery  from  their  clay  beds  and  hauled  them  i 
into  position  for  the  teams.  This  work  completed,  the 
regiment  moved  toward  its  old  encampment  beyond  White  i 
Oak  Church.  All  along  the  route  we  saw  the  dead  bodies  ! 
of  horses  and  mules  that  had  perished  in  attempting  to  ; 
move  their  heavy  burdens.  Although  fatigued  and  cov- 
ered with  mud  the  men  kept  up  their  lively  jokes,  arriving  ! 
at  their  desolate  camp  about  dark. 

After  a good  night  s rest,  they  began  to  remodel  their  old 
quarters,  and  soon  the  abandoned  camp  assumed  a very 
comfortable  appearance,  and  was  now  regarded  as  their 
winter  home.  Col.  Upton  was  active  in  his  efforts  to 
furnish  everything  necessary  to  promote  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  regiment.  After  this,  the  routine  of  drill 
and  guard  duty  was  resumed. 

Many  changes  occurred  among  the  officers  during  the  ! 
winter  and  before  the  commencement  of  the  spring  cam- 
paign, viz. : 

Lieut. -Col.  Clark,  Capts.  Holcomb,  Moon,  and  Olio,  and 
Lieuts.  Clyde,  Ferguson,  Starring,  l’ark,  Kenvon,  Ilradt, 
Bootes,  and  May  resigned  ; also  Quartermaster  Story,  Capt. 
Edwin  Clark,  and  Assistant  .Surgeon  Valentine  were  dis- 


missed ; Lieut.  Angus  Cameron  died  of  typhoid  fever;  Maj. 
Olcott  was  promoted  to  colonel,  and  Lieut.  Mather  and 
Adjt.  Arnold  to  captains.  Cleaveland  J.  Campbell,  of  Cherry 
Valley,  and  Henry  Upton  received  commissions  in  the  regi- 
ment, the  former  u3  captain  and  the  latter  as  second  lieu- 
tenant. Lieut.  Sternberg  was  promoted  to  quartermaster, 
and  Second  Lieuts.  Casler  and  Cronkite  were  made  first  lieu- 
tenants, the  former  being  assigned  to  the  command  of  Co. 
B,  and  the  latter  to  Co.  E,  Capt.  Douglas  Campbell  being 
absent  on  account  of  illness.  The  following  sergeants  were 
promoted  to  lieutenants : Samuel  Miller,  A.  C.  Rice,  Chas. 
A.  Butts,  Thomas  C.  Adams,  L.  B.  Paine,  F.  E.  Ford, 
S.  E.  Pierce,  and  G.  II.  Wheeler. 

At  three  p.m.,  April  27,  the  121st  left  camp,  and,  with 
the  6th  Corps,  advanced  towards  Fredericksburg,  and  a few 
hours  later  approached  the  Rappahannock,  near  the  woods 
where  we  bivouacked  in  December.  We  rested  until  eleven 
P.M.,  when  Gen.  Brooks  was  ordered  to  transfer  the  division 
across  the  river  in  pontons. 

The  night  was  very  dark,  and  extreme  caution  was  neces- 
sary on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  men.  To  avoid  con- 
fusion, loud  talking  was  forbidden,  and  all  orders  were  given 
in  an  undertone.  Neither  pieces  were  to  be  capped,  nor 
bayonets  fixed,  for  fear  of  accident  and  lest  our  exact  posi- 
tion be  revealed  to  the  enemy.  In  order  that  the  noise  of 
the  wagons  might  not  be  heard  by  them,  some  of  our  men 
were  sent  back  about  half  a mile  to  briug  the  pontons  to 
the  river. 

Precisely  at  twenty  minutes  past  four  p.m.,  six  boats  were 
simultaneously  launched,  and  immediately  filled  with  officers 
and  men.  Russell’s  Brigade  crossed  first,  and  was  quickly 
followed  by  Bartlett’s.  The  arrangements  had  been  con- 
ducted so  quietly  that  the  pickets  on  the  opposite  bank  did 
not  realize  their  danger  until  they  heard  the  splashing  of 
oars  and  saw  the  boats  approaching,  when  they  fired  a lew 
random  shots  and  retired.  Our  line  began  to  press  the 
enemy’s  retiring  skirmishers,  until  they  were  under  pro- 
tection of  their  fortifications,  and  sheltered  by  frowning 
heights.  The  troops  were  placed  in  a defensive  position, 
but  little  else  was  done  during  the  day ; and,  excepting  an 
occasional  shell  from  the  enemy,  and  now  and  then  a 
spirited  fire  along  the  skirmish  line,  nothing  of  importance 
occurred.  After  dark,  the  erection  of  rifle-pits  was  com- 
menced. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday,  the  3ftth  inst.,  the  regiment 
was  mustered  for  March  and  April,  and  that  day  passed  in 
comparative  quiet.  The  men  were  near  their  muskets, 
ready  to  seize  them  at  a moment’s  notice,  but  at  the  same 
time  enjoying  their  jokes,  telling  stories,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, pitching  quoits.  That  night  we  were  sent  on  the 
picket  line,  where  we  remained  until  Friday  evening. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  until  Saturday  afternoon, 
when  Pratt’s  Brigade,  within  view,  drove  in  the  enemy’s 
picket  lines,  charging  at  double-quick.  Throughout  the 
day  we  had  hoard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Chancel- 
lorsville.  This  continued  till  late  in  the  night,  and  all. 
exulting  over  the  encouraging  tidings  from  ( tenoral  Hooker, 
lay  down  for  rest,  little  dreaming  of  the  struggle  that  was 
to  come  on  the  following  day,  and  the  terrible  sacrifice  of 
human  lives. 
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At  two  A.M.  Sunday  we  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  at 
four  o'clock  began  an  advance  across  the  plain,  under  a 
Kc-vere  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy.  Pressing  forward 
without  serious  opposition  from  their  infantry,  we  ap- 
proached the  railroad  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  where  we  were 
stubbornly  resisted  by  sharpshooters  and  a well-directed 
fire  of  canister  from  a battery  that  enfiladed  a part  of  our 
line.  The  other  divisions  of  the  Sixth  Corps  had  p;issed 
to  our  right,  and  were  pressing  hard  upon  the  enemy  to 
gain  the  rear  of  the  town.  In  the  mean  time  our  batteries 
kept  up  a constant  fire  from  Stafford's  Heights,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river. 

Gen.  Sedgwick  determined  to  storm  this  stronghold  with 
the  2d  and  3d  Divisions,  while  the  1st  engaged  the  enemy 
on  the  left  and  covered  the  ponton-bridge  at  Franklin's 
crossing.  All  arrangements  for  the  charge  were  completed 
by  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  batteries  on  both  sides  opened  a 
fierce  cannonade,  after  which  the  troops,  in  fine  order,  moved 
forward  to  the  attack.  There  came  moments  of  doubt  and 
distrust  to  the  ranks  of  the  121st  as  we  lay  supporting  a 
battery,  in  full  view  of  the  charging  column.  We  were  not 
long  in  suspense,  however,  for  our  gallant  comrades  rushed 
fonvard  in  the  midst  of  leaden  hail,  which  was  dealing 
death  and  destruction  on  every  side,  and  soon,  with  shouts 
and  cheers,  the  exulting  troops  gained  the  heights  and 
planted  their  standards  on  the  summit. 

The  regiment,  with  its  division,  was  now  ordered  to  join 
them,  and,  marching  forward,  arrived  at  one  p.sr.  A brief 
halt  then  took  place,  to  allow  the  men  to  prepare  coffee, — 
a privilege  not  granted  before  that  day.  Fires  were  soon 
started  and  the  meal  in  preparation,  but  we  were  compelled 
to  advance  before  many  had  partaken  of  it.  As  we  filed 
into  the  road  a few  shells  came  tearing  through  the  column, 
reminding  us  that  the  enemy  were  not  far  away. 

Orders  had  been  received  from  Gen.  Hooker  to  have  the 
6th  Corps  join  him  at  Chancellorsville  without  delay.  The 
afternoon  was  already  far  advanced,  when  the  1st  Division, 
under  Gen.  Brooks,  was  pushed  to  the  front,  Bartlett’s  Bri- 
gade taking  the  lead.  No  sooner  was  a strong  line  of  the 
enemy’s  outposts  discovered  than  the  troops  drew  up  in 
line  of  battle,  advancing  cautiously  through  the  deep  ravines 
and  tangled  brush,  until  they  passed  through  an  open  field 
and  approached  a narrow  skirt  of  wood  and  dense  under- 
growth. Here  our  skirmish-line  met  obstinate  resistance, 
and  was  unable  to  advance  farther.  Gen.  Bartlett,  halting 
his  command,  rearranged  the  ranks  at  the  edge  of  the  wood 
and  waited  for  the  1st  Brigade  to  come  up  on  his  right. 
But  before  they  were  fairly  in  position,  our  forces  were  or- 
dered to  push  rapidly  forward.  The  27th  New  York  was  1 
on  the  right,  5th  Maine  and  131st  New  York  next,  and  the 
96th  Pennsylvania  on  the  left,  the  16th  New  Vork  being  on 
the  skirmish  line. 

The  belt  of  wood  was  about  two  hundred  yards  in  width, 
and  near  its  opposite  edge  ran  the  Chancellorsville  road, 
about  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle.  This  road,  having  a j 
trench  on  either  side,  was  a lair  specimen  of  many  Virginia 
turnpikes.  The  dirt  from  these  made  a good  rifle-pit. 

We  passed  our  skirmish-line  about  fifty  yards  from  the  | 
edge  of  the  wood,  and  advanced  in  good  order,  regardless  j 
of  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy;  who  could  not  be  seen,  but 


whose  well-directed  fire  continued  to  single  out  a victim  here 
and  there,  until  we  came  within  a short  distance  of  the 
Chancellorsville  road.  At  this  point  we  were  suddenly  met 
by  a solid  sheet  of  flame  from  a rebel  line,  lying  in  the  road, 
awaiting  our  approach.  Fortunately  this  first  volley  was 
aimed  too  high  ; for,  otherwise,  it  would  have  almost  anni- 
hilated our  command  at  the  outset.  Our  troops  remained 
in  rank,  returning  a well-directed  fire,  until  they  forced  the 
line  back  across  the  road.  But  instantly  a destructive  tire 
was  poured  into  our  columns  by  a second  line  that  had  been 
concealed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  Face  to  face 
they  contended,  scarcely  a man  falling  to  the  rear  unless 
wounded;  until,  being  ordered,  they  retired  across  an  open 
field,  soon  after  entering  the  wood.  Between  the  enemv  s 
line  of  battle  and  the  right  wing  of  the  121st  stood  what 
was  known  as  Salem  Church.  This  building,  sheltering 
many  of  the  enemy,  was  charged  by  that  wing,  and  a'hShd- 
to-hand  encounter  ensued,  in  which  our  men  captured  the 
place,  and  held  possession  a short  time.  This  was  the  first 
encounter  with  the  enemy  in  so  close  an  action,  and  won 
for  it  a deserved  title  for  gallantry  ever  afterwards  main- 
tained. 

The  bravery  and  coolness  of  Col.  Upton,  under  so  fierce 
a tire,  inspired  both  officers  and  men  with  new  confidence 
in  their  commander,  and  their  conduct  in  this  engagement 
made  him  proud  of  the  regiment  with  which  lie  had  cast 
his  fortune.  Just  before  the  order  was  given  to  retire  the 
colonel  s favorite  horse,  “ Manassas,”  wTas  shot  through  the 
neck,  the  same  bullet  also  severing  one  of  the  bridle  reins. 
Unable  to  govern  the  infuriated  beast,  which  was  dashing 
wildly  towards  the  enemy's  line,  he  threw  himself  from  the 
saddle,  to  avoid  capture,  allowing  the  animal  to  go  riderless 
into  their  rear.  Some  of  our  wounded,  who  had  fallen  into 
the  enemy’s  hands,  afterwards  recognizing  the  horse,  be- 
lieved the  colonel  had  been  killed. 

Without  panic  our  whole  line  retired  about  eight  hun- 
dred yards,  until  reaching  some  log  cabins  surrounded  by 
an  orchard,  and  again  offered  battle.  The  closely-pursuing 
enemy  attempted  to  surround  our  exposed  left  flank,  but 
the  remnant  of  the  121st,  with  fragments  of  other  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade,  made  an  heroic  resistance  ; and.  aided 
by  the  batteries  on  our  right,  drove  them  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  wood.  We  gladly  welcomed  the  night  that  cl  sed 
the  day’s  conflict.  But  as  darkness  came  over  the  scene 
a lurid  flame,  kindled  by  the  fire  of  our  batteries,  was  eon- 
suming  the  dry  leaves  and  underbrush  in  the  wood  iu 
which  our  helpless  wounded  lay.  Many  of  them,  it  was 
feared,  were  burned  alive."  Periiaps  no  regiment  in  the 
service  suffered  so  great  a loss,  iu  proportion  to  its  numbers, 
as  the  121st  during  the  fifteen  minutes  it  stood  gallantly 
before  so  destructive  a fire. 

In  the  engagement  4 officers  and  SI  nou-commis>l>ne»l 
officers  and  privates  were  killed,  and  2 officers  and  owr  D > 
of  the  latter  wounded.  Among  the  slain  were  Cut'  V 
0.  Wendell,  Thus.  S.  Arnold,  Licuts.  U.  F.  It  uble  1 . 

F.  E.  Ford.  Limits.  Henry  Upton  and  II.  B.  h.i.vr 
were  severely  wounded.  Lieut.  Bates  was  taken  pri-- • : ‘ 
All  were  brave  and  efficient  officers,  and  their  1 ss  w 
severely  felt.  The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  was  2"7  ■'  •' 

540  who  entered  the  engagement.  Mauy  of  our  wounded 
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were  sent  to  Fredericksburg  and  cared  for,  although  some  1 
of  the  severest  cases  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  Lieut. 
Upton  being  among  the  number.  During  the  night  the  j 
enemy  brought  large  reinforcements  from  Hooker’s  front,  ! 
and  at  an  early  hour  next  morning  repossessed  themselves 
of  Fredericksburg  and  Marye’s  Heights,  and  would  have 
surrounded  the  corps  completely  had  not  our  line  of  battle 
been  quickly  extended  to  the  river,  to  hold  Banks’  Ford,  | 
six  miles  above  the  town.  Our  entire  front  was  changed  to  j 
meet  them,  and  all  day  they  fought  desperately — but  in 
vain — to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  old  Gth  Corps  away  from 
the  river,  and  thus  cut  off  all  retreat.  In  the  mean  time 
the  121st  was  in  line  of  battle,  and  a part  of  the  day  lay- 
in  front  of  Capt.  Cowan's  famous  battery,  which  was  send- 
ing repeated  volleys  of  canister  over  our  heads  into  the 
rebel  ranks.  Conscious  that  we  could  not  hold  out  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  that  night  in  the  darkness  we 
moved  noiselessly  to  Banks’  Ford,  where  we  crossed  rapidly 
over  a ponton-bridge  which  had  been  provided,  the  121st 
with  its  brigade  bringing  up  the  rear. 

After  eight  days  of  toil,  with  little  sleep,  we  returned  to 
our  old  camping-ground,  worn  out  in  body  and  saddened 
at  the  loss  of  our  gallant  comrades.  Notwithstanding  our 
reverses  the  survivors  were  not  disheartened. 

Col.  Upton  began  immediately  to  reorganize  the  shattered 
ranks,  and  fill  the  places  of  non-commissioned  officers  who 
had  been  killed.  Near  the  close  of  May  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  men  were  transferred  to  the  121st  from  other 
regiments,  although  many  of  them  never  performed  a day’s 
duty  with  that  command.  These  recruits,  whose  term  of  j 
enlistment  was  three  years,  had  been  taken  from  the  16th,  j 
18th,  27th,  31st,  and  32d  Regiments,  which  were  mustered 
into  service  for  two  years  only.  Notwithstanding  the  ad- 
ditions, on  leaving  camp  the  regiment  numbered  one  hun- 
dred less  than  when  it  broke  camp  in  April. 

For  several  days  we  had  been  in  readiness  to  move,  and 
had  indulged  in  much  speculation  concerning  our  future. 
At  ten  A.M.,  June  6,  we  again  turned  toward  Fredericksburg, 
arriving  opposite  the  old  Franklin  crossing  about  one  p.m. 
After  remaining  on  the  bluff  near  the  bri  dge  u util  evening 
we  crossed  to  the  enemy’s  side  on  a ponton-bridge,  erected 
by  Howe’s  Division  on  the  5th  inst. 

That  division  crossed,  on  the  above-mentioned  day,  with 
little  loss,  and  was  in  possession  of  nearly  the  same  ground  i 
occupied  by  the  1st  Division  in  April. 

Immediately  we  began  to  build  rifle-pits,  and  before  1 
morning  had  erected  a regular  line,  to  shelter  us  during  the  j 
day.  Here  we  remained  several  days  (virtually  as  observers),  i 
wondering  what  next  would  be  expected  of  us,  when  it  was  [ 
ascertained  that  Lee’s  army  was  in  motion,  and  moving  bv  j 
our  right.  Alter  learning  this  we  abandoned  our  useless 
wc.rks  and  recrossed  the  river.  The  121st  was  ordered  to 
march  down  the  Rappahannock  a few  miles,  and  extend  a | 
picket  line  from  the  river  across  the  country  in  the  diree-  | 
ttou  ot  \\  bite  Oak  Church,  where  the  body  of  the  arniv  lav.  1 

Sunday,  June  11,  proved  conclusively  that  Lee  was  j 
crossing  this  stream  with  his  whole  force,  and  moving 
northward.  Our  wounded  and  sit  k were  sent  to  Washing-  i 
ton.  ami  all  government  property  removed  under  the  super-  | 
vision  ol  the  Gth  Corps.  During  a heavy  rain,  amid  loud  I 


peals  of  thunder  and  thick  darkness,  we  began  our  march 
about  midnight.  Half  asleep,  we  plodded  through  deep 
mud  and  broken  corduroy,  commencing  what  may  be  called 
the  “Gettysburg  campaign.” 

For  a day  or  two  the  roads  were  very  heavy,  and  the 
artillery  and  baggage  trains  experienced  much  difficulty. 
It  was  a grand  sight  to  see  an  army  so  large  and  well 
equipped  moving  with  regularity  and  apparent  ease. 
Where  the  country  and  roads  would  permit,  the  trains 
and  troops  were  moved  in  three  or  four  lines,  presenting 
an  imposing  spectacle.  Obliged  to  protect  a loug,  cumber- 
some train,  we  made  slow  progress,  until  some  days  later, 
on  nearing  Washington,  it  was  reduced  at  least  one-  half, 
very  much  to  the  relief  of  the  whole  army. 

June  17  the  regiment  was  moved  from  Dumfries  early 
in  the  morning,  and  did  not  breakfast  until  eight  A.M.  The 
day  was  very  hot,  and  many  fell  out  from  exhaustion  and 
sunstroke,  filling  the  ambulances,  and  keeping  the  regimental 
surgeons  busy  signing  passes.  About  noon  we  crossed 
Occoquan  creek  at  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  where  we  halted  about 
two  hours.  This  stop  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  men,  who 
improved  the  opportunity  by  plunging  into  the  cooling 
stream.  Refreshed  by  their  bath,  hard  tack,  and  a cup  of 
good  coffee,  they  renewed  the  march  about  three  p.m.,  reaching 
Fairfax  Station,  the  place  of  encampment,  late  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Reveille  was  sounded  at  four  A.M.,  and  soon  after  we  re- 
sumed our  march,  and  about  noon  reached  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  where  we  remained  nearly  a week.  While  here 
all  needless  luggage  was  sent  to  Washington  for  storage, 
and  the  long  and  ponderous  train  considerably  reduced. 
On  the  25th  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  for  skirmish 
drill  on  the  Leesburg  road,  and  after  advancing  about  three 
miles  through  field,  underbrush,  and  wood,  returned  to 
camp  greatly  fatigued. 

Baffled  in  the  hope  of  inducing  Hooker  to  imperil  the 
capital,  Lee  moved  his  army  north  of  the  Potomac.  This 
action  required  an  advance  by  our  troops,  and  accordingly 
we  left  Fairfax  Court-House  on  the  morning  of  Juue  2G, 
passing  through  the  village  of  Drainsville,  aud  crossing  the 
Potomac  on  a ponton-bridge  at  Edwards-’  Ferry. 

Leaving  this  place  at  an  early  hour  on  the  following 
morning,  we  passed  through  several  important  towus,  and 
two  days  later  encamped  at  Sam’s  creek,  about  fifty  miles 
distant.  Thence  we  marched  through  the  beautiful  village 
of  Westminster,  with  colors  unfurled  and  bands  placing, 
and,  a column  of  rebel  cavalry  having  preceded  us  bv  a 
few  hours,  the  people,  professing  strong  Union  sentiments, 
welcomed  us  with  hearty  demonstrations  of  joy. 

That  night  we  rested  about  two  miles  from  Manchester, 
and  remained  there  until  the  following  evening,  the  regi- 
ment having  inarched  about  one  hundred  miles  in  four  da  vs. 
The  weather  was  hot  and  sultry,  but  our  men  kept  in  rank 
remarkably  well  during  these  long  and  fatiguing  marches, 
although  sixty  rounds  of  cartridges  and  live  days  rations 
had  been  added  to  their  camp  luggage.  Notwithstanding 
the  wearisome  marches  of  the  last  four  days,  we  were  now 
called  upon  to  outstrip  all  previous  efforts  and  perform  one 
of  the  must  remarkable  feats  of  the  campaign. 

During  the  day  it  became  known  that  Geu.  Hooker  had 
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rv^igned  aiul  (Jen.  Meade  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  1 
Ariuv  of  the  Potomac.  This  news  affected  the  men  visibly, 
n't  they  had  great  confidence  in  “ Fighting  Joe;’  but  they 
were  still  willing  to  meet  the  enemy  bravely  under  their 
new  leader.  Soon  after  nine  P.M.,  July  1,  the  troops  were 
ordered  to  move,  but  from  some  cause  our  column  was  de- 
layed, and  did  not  get  fairly  under  way  before  eleven  P.M. 
We  were  now  on  the  broad  pike  leading  towards  Gettysburg, 
where,  as  we  had  learned,  a part  of  our  army  bad  met  the 
enemy,  and,  after  bard  fighting  and  heavy  loss,  were  holding 
their  position,  although  deprived  of  their  leader,  Gen. 
Reynolds.  The  ardor  of  the  regiment  was  now  awakened, 
and  a rapid  match  continued  for  hours,  with  brief  halts  for 
rest.  The  brigade  band  enlivened  the  tired  soldiers  at  in- 
tervals with  national  airs,  and  when  the  echo  of  their  music 
had  died  away  Col.  Upton  would  order  the  regimental  mu- 
sicians to  strike  up  one  of  their  best  marches  to  regulate  the 
steps  of  the  weary  men  and  cheer  them  onward.  Little 
straggling  had  occurred,  but  as  the  sun  poured  forth  its 
burning  rays  it  was  evident  that  many  were  struggling  hard 
to  keep  in  the  ranks. 

It  was  now  one  p.m.,  and  we  were  about  eight  miles  from 
the  scene  of  battle.  Not  having  breakfasted,  we  were 
allowed  twenty  minutes  to  prepare  coffee,  and  immediately 
squads  of  soldiers,  loaded  with  canteens,  were  crossing  the 
fields  in  search  of  water,  while  their  comrades  were  kindling 
fires.  Their  preparations  were  interrupted,  however  ; for, 
before  one-half  of  the  time  had  expired,  a staff  officer  rode 
rapidly  up  the  pike,  and,  reining  his  horse  towards  the 
headquarter  flag,  where  Gen.  Sedgwick  was  reclining  in 
the  shade,  informed  him  that  the  6th  Corps  was  wanted  at 
Gettysburg  without  delay.  Orders  were  immediately  given, 
and  the  column  moved  resolutely  forward  to  close  the  gap 
of  eight  miles  between  them  and  their  comrades,  who  were 
menaced  by  Lee’s  hosts. 

The  heat  was  excessive,  and,  though  some  of  the  men 
gave  out  from  sheer  exhaustion,  the  majority  followed  on 
at  a less  rapid  rate.  At  4.30  p.m.,  the  regiment,  with  the 
Gth  Corps,  reached  Gettysburg  and  advanced  within  support- 
ing distance  of  the  column  already  drawn  up.  We  were 
ordered  to  prepare  coffee  before  taking  our  position  in  line. 
The  command  had  now  completed  the  unprecedented  march 
of  thirty-four  miles  in  nineteen  hours,  without  any  food, 
except  hard  tack  eaten  on  the  march.  After  partaking  of 
the  coffee,  greatly  refreshed  and  with  refilled  canteens,  we 
were  deployed,  and  moved  forward  to  the  support  of  the 
3d  Corps  under  a sharp  fire  of  artillery  and  bursting  shells. 
For  the  enemy  had  just  opened  fire  preparatory  to  Long- 
street’s  assault  on  this  corps,  which  had  been  posted  far  in 
advance.  The  121st,  with  its  brigade  and  division,  was  in 
line  of  battle  with  the  left  flank  near  Round  Top  just  as 
Longstreet’s  hosts,  in  overlapping  columns,  swept  Sickles’ 
troops  across  the  Emmettsburg  road.  The  enemy  fought 
desperately  to  carry  the  position  in  our  front  and  gain  pos- 
session of  this  height.  Charge  after  charge  was  made,  but 
they  were  finally  driven  back  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
6th  Corps,  and  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  contest.  One 
of  the  batteries  directly  in  front  was  several  times  in  mo- 
mentary possession  of  the  enemy,  but  ns  often  recovered, 
and  they  driven  back  with  fearful  slaughter. 

As  soon  as  we  were  in  position,  Col.  Upton,  fully  real- 
izing our  danger,  and  the  work  we  might  have  to  perform, 
ordered  all  knapsacks  to  be  removed  and  left  in  the  rear. 
After  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back,  our  position  was 
somewhat  advanced,  being  more  to  the  left,  and  under  cover 
of  a narrow  strip  of  wood,  whose  edge  was  skirted  with 
huge  boulders.  Here,  during  the  night,  we  rested  on  our 
arms,  hearing  the  agonizing  cries  of  the  wounded  whom  we 
were  unable  to  succor. 

The  enemy  awaited  the  renewal  of  the  battle  next  day, 
with  apparent  confidence,  while  we  were  in  a doubtful  mood 
and  exceedingly  anxious  about  the  result.  At  an  early  hour 
the  battle  began  on  the  right,  but  in  our  immediate  front 
the  enemy  were  content  with  annoying  us  by  sharpshooters 
and  an  occasional  shell.  We  kept  this  position  until  one 
P.M.,  when  more  than  a hundred  guns  were  opened  on  Ceme- 
tery Ridge  and  Hancock’s  front.  The  enemy  had  concen- 
trated their  artillery  for  a final  conflict,  and  directed  their 
fire  so  well  that  the  ranks  of  our  gunners  were  rapidly 
thinned,  and  the  destruction  of  horses  so  great  that  some 
of  the  pieces  were  drawn  back  by  hand  to  prevent  capture. 

Our  guns  replied,  and  for  nearly  two  hours  a destructive 
fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  At  length  some  of  our 
pieces  slackened  their  fire,  to  cool,  leading  the  enemy  to 
suppose  they  were  effectually  silenced,  while  their  own  were 
still  decimating  our  ranks.  Presently  the  roar  of  artillery 
ceased,  and  instantly  every  man  along  the  Union  line  was 
in  his  place,  as  by  magic,  his  piece  in  hand  and  bayonet 
fixed,  well  knowing  the  enemy  were  preparing  for  a charge. 
Col.  Upton  had  previously  directed  the  men  to  protect  them- 
selves as  best  they  could  from  their  artillery  fire,  but  the 
moment  it  ceased  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  charge.  On 
came  the  rebels  in  serried  columns,  with  measured  step,  and 
pressed  hard  up  to  Hancock’s  line,  when  his  infantry  opened 
on  them  with  terrible  effect.  Aided  by  canister  and  shell 
from  our  batteries,  the  Union  arms,  after  a terrible  sacrifice, 
compelled  them  to  fall  back  in  confusion,  leaving  the  ground 
literally  covered  with  their  dead  and  wounded  comrades. 
The  main  point  toward  which  the  charge  was  directed  was 
about  five  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  the  121st.  Thus 
ended  the  fighting  of  that  day,  and,  practically,  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg. 

The  next  day  was  dark  and  cloudy,  and  the  smoke  set- 
tled down  over  the  field,  affording  a favorable  opportunity 
for  Lee’s  retreat,  which  he  was  improving  to  his  utmost,  at 
the  same  time  maintaining  defiant  attitude  in  our  front. 
Durimr  the  night  of  the  4th  his  army  was  in  full  retreat, 
and  next  morning  the  Gth  Corps  was  ordered  in  pursuit. 
The  first  division  led,  following  the  Fairfield  road.  A 
small  rear-guard  kept  within  sight  of  our  advancing  column, 
but  did  not  dispute  our  march  before  reaching  Fairfield, 
where  they  were  protected  by  a gorge  in  South  Mountain. 

After  a brisk  skirmish,  in  which  a few  of  our  men  were 
wounded,  Gen.  Sedgwick  decided  not  to  make  a general 
attack,  but,  if  possible,  to  cut  oil  Lee's  retreat  by  rcaehiug 
the  Cumberland  valley  through  one  of  the  mountain  ] o>.-es 
farther  to  the  south.  Our  progress  was  slow,  and  it  was 
not  until  Tuesday  evening  that  we  began  the  ascent  ot 
South  Mountain,  over  a very  steep  and  rugged  road,  during 
l a drenching  rain. 
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The  men  hud  been  on  short  rations  for  two  days,  and 
were  in  no  condition  for  such  an  effort.  About  midnight 
Col.  Upton,  knowing  the  regiment  was  well-nigh  exhausted, 
and  many  scattered  along  the  road,  ordered  them  to  rest. 
A majority  of  both  men  and  officers  lay  down  that  night, 
faint  and  weak  from  prolonged  hunger. 

Early  next  morning  we  descended  the  westerly  slope, 
and  rested  near  Middletown,  where  we  received  a supply 
of  bread  and  fresh  beef.  Thence  advancing  to  Boonsboro’, 
in  the  Cumberland  valley,  we  made  preparation  for  battle, 
but  the  enemy  retired  on  our  approach.  At  daybreak  we 
marched  forward,  and  soon  came  up  with  their  outposts. 
A portion  of  the  121st  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
the  remainder  supported  a Rhode  Island  battery,  which 
opened  on  them  with  good  effect.  The  rebels  were  driven 
back  with  slight  loss  to  our  side.  The  11th  was  spent  in 
supporting  a battery  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

Sunday,  the  12th  inst.,  the  enemy  were  well  intrenched 
around  Williamsport,  with  their  flanks  resting  on  the  river, 
and  their  centre  extending  near  Hagerstown.  Their  army 
was  drawn  within  the  semicircle,  determined  to  defend  the 
position  until  able  to  cross  the  swollen  river. 

At  dawn,  next  morning,  we  moved  forward  cautiously, 
and  reached  Funkstown  just  as  the  enemy  were  departing 
in  undue  haste.  Our  cavalry  took  possession  of  this  place 
after  a warm  skirmish,  and  the  Gth  Corps,  moving  to  the 
left,  came  up  with  the  main  body  of  Lee’s  army.  The 
various  commands  were  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  and 
moved  into  position,  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  their 
rifle-pits.  The  enemy’s  skirmishers  annoyed  us  very  much, 
being  strongly  posted  in  a wheat-field,  behind  the  shocks, 
or  protected  by  the  rocks  that  dotted  the  ledge  along  their 
line.  Three  strong  mortise-fences  aud  a field  of  wheat 
separated  the  opposing  forces. 

About  five  P.M.  Cos.  E and  H,  of  the  121st,  with  a 
detachment  of  the  5th  Maine,  were  ordered  on  skirmish 
duty,  and  Capt.  Cronkite,  being  the  senior  officer,  reported 
to  Gen.  Wright  for  instruction.  The  latter  led  to  the 
nearest  e'evation,  and,  pointing  to  their  position,  said,  “ Cap- 
tain, the  sun  is  now  an  hour  high,  and  you  must  occupy 
that  ledge  before  it  goes  down.”  Some  minor  instructions 
followed,  and  immediately  after  the  line  was  deployed  and 
moved  forward  on  a run,  with  orders  to  reserve  fire  until 
the  last  fence  was  passed.  The  men  were  obliged  to  scale 
fences  and  charge  through  an  uncut  wheat-field,  and,  on 
reaching  the  bust  one,  were  nearly  exhausted.  Here  a halt 
was  ordered  to  correct  the  line,  when  a bold  sally  followed, 
and  the  position  was  ours.  Seven  or  eight,  belonging  to 
the  121st,  were  wounded.  Co.  E had  five  men  wounded  ; 
besides,  three  rebels  were  found  among  the  slain. 


’1  he  next  day  was  spent  in  skirmishing  and  building  ri He 
pits,  and  on  the  ensuing  morning,  to  our  surprise,  Lee’ 
whole  army  had  returned  to  "Virginia.  The  regiment  fo 
lowed  up  to  Williamsport,  where  it  remained  during  th 
night,  and  then  directed  its  course  to.ward  \ irginia.  Al'te 
passing  through  Boonsboro’,  Middletown,  and  Burkitts 
ville,  we  reerossed  at  Berlin  on  a ponton-bridge.  On  rc 
turning  to  this  State,  but  fourteen  line-officers  were  present 
Col.  Upton  was  tor  a time  in  command  of  the  regimen 
which  lull  Maryland,  Mather  acting  as  lieutcnaut-colone 


and  Lieut.-Col.  Olcott,  with  Capt.  Gorton,  Lieuts.  Bates  and 
Walker,  were  left  behind  on  account  of  sickness.  Capt. 
Galpin,  Lieuts.  Paine  and  Vanscoy,  with  a squad  of  sol- 
diers, were  detailed  to  proceed  to  New  York  and  return  with 
conscripts. 

Marching  southward  again,  we  passed  the  villages  of  Lov- 
ittsville,  Uniontown,  and  Snickerville,  reaching  Ashby’s 
Gap  on  the  23d.  Thence  proceeding  through  New  Balti- 
more and  Warrenton,  we  encamped  a day  or  two  near  the 
latter  place.  Shortly  after  the  2d  Brigade,  with  a light  bat- 
tery, was  ordered  back  to  New  Baltimore,  five  miles  distant, 
to  protect  the  army  from  a surprise  in  that  direction.  This 
command  was  completely  detached  from  its  division  and 
the  Gth  Corps,  which  remained  near  Warrenton,  and  was 
obliged  to  protect  itself  on  all  sides  from  the  incursions  of 
Mosby’s  band.  Picket  duty  became  frequent,  and  usually 
lasted  two  days.  This  camp  was  in  a healthy  location,  and 
with  daily  drills  by  company,  regiment,  and  brigade,  and 
plenty  of  good  food,  vegetables,  and  abundance  of  berries, 
the  men  had  little  cause  for  dissatisfaction. 

While  here,  Col.  Upton  received  permission  to  take  the 
121st  outside  our  lines,  surround  a village  about  ten  miles 
northeast,  and  attempt  to  capture  some  of  Mosby  s gang, 
whose  headquarters  were  supposed  to  be  there.  Before 
daylight  the  town  was  completely  shut  in  by  our  cordon  of 
pickets,  and,  as  day  was  breaking  on  the  quiet  residents,  we 
were  pushing  our  lines  into  the  streets  and  searching  all  the 
buildings.  They,  however,  having  learned  of  our  approach, 
quickly  fled  from  the  place,  and  we  retraced  our  steps, 
arriving  in  camp  late  that  night. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

OTSEGO  IN"  THE  REBELLION. 

The  121st  Regiment — Continued. 

September  15,  the  entire  army  moved  towards  Cul- 
peper, and  passing  this  place,  remained  several  days  near 
Stonehouse  Mountain. 

Lee  having  withdrawn  all  his  troops  to  the  south  bank 
of  the  llapidan,  the  Gth  Corps  proceeded  to  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, on  that  river,  October  5.  After  a short  stay  we 
learned  that  the  rebel  general  was  attempting  to  put  his 
army'  between  us  and  Washington.  Messages  from  our 
signal  officers  declared  Stuart’s  cavalry  to  be  then  at  James 
City,  and  further  developments  proved  that  the  bulk  of 
Lee’s  army  was  approaching  our  rear.  Gen.  Meade  at- 
tempted to  draw  them  back,  or,  at  least,  gain  some  time 
for  the  other  corps  of  the  army,  near  Culpepper,  to  get 
uuder  way.  He  therefore  ordered  the  Gth  Corps  to  build 
large  camp-fires,  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a moment's 
notice. 

The  following  morning  a division  of  cavalrv  threatened 
to  cross  at  Germania  Ford,  about  twelve  miles  below  our 
position,  while  we  made  similar  demonstrations  at  the  ford 
in  our  front.  This  feint  proved  successful  in  checking 
their  advance.  That  night  we  again  built  huge  fires,  and 
then  moved  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Culpepper,  leaving 
a force  of  cavalry  to  guard  the  rear.  Au  all  night’s  march 
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brought  us  north  of  that  village,  and,  after  a brief  halt  for 
breakfast,  we  hastened  to  the  Rappahannock,  crossing  at 
the  station,  and  by  noon  nearly  all  were  north  of  the  river. 
Our  cavalry,  closely  pressed  by  a superior  force,  were 
bringing  up  the  rear,  fighting  as  they  retired. 

Having  reached  a beautiful,  broad  stretch  of  country, 
Gen.  Meade  determined  to  offer  battle.  In  a short  time 
nearly  the  whole  army  was  again  south  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  advancing  in  long,  dark  lines,  extending  at  least 
three  miles.  We  proceeded  as  far  as  Brandy  Station,  push- 
ing their  cavalry  before  us,  but,  night  coming  on,  were 
obliged  to  halt. 

Lee  was  not  disposed  to  accept  the  challenge,  but  was 
leading  his  columns  in  the  direction  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
hoping  to  gain  our  rear  and  get  early  possession  of  our  de- 
fenses at  Ceutreville.  There  remained  no  time  for  demon- 
strations, but  great  haste  was  required  to  outmarch  him. 

Accordingly,  we  started  back  about  midnight,  crossing 
the  Rappahannock  at  dawn.  The  darkness  of  the  preced- 
ing night  was  intense,  and  the  men  were  thoroughly  fatigued ; 
besides,  it  was  necessary  to  march  on  the  railroad  to  give 
room  for  trains  and  other  columns  moving  in  a parallel  di- 
rection. A short  halt  was  ordered  for  breakfast,  but  the 
majority  preferring  sleep,  threw  themselves  on  the  ground, 
and  rested  until  the  rear  had  crossed  the  river.  After  burn- 
ing the  railroad  bridge  we  again  started  forward,  and  that 
night  we  halted  for  sleep  near  Kettle  run,  having  marched 
over  twenty  miles. 

At  early  dawn,  October  14,  we  resumed  our  journey, 
passing  Bristoe  Station,  Manassas,  and  Bull  Run,  feeling  the 
flush  of  a great  victory  as  we  filed  into  position  at  Centre- 
ville,  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  race  had  been  a hard  one, 
but  was  nobly  won  just  in  time  to  save  Stonewall  Jackson’s 
old  corps  from  gaining  possession,  and  probably  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  from  a humiliating  defeat. 

The  2d  Corps  covered  the  rear,  and  on  our  arrival  was 
hotly  engaged  with  Hill's  forces  at  Brandy  Station.  They 
attempted  to  intercept  that  corps,  but  were  themselves  dis- 
comfited after  a few  hours’  fighting,  and  fell  back  with  a 
loss  of  five  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

The  same  evening  we  moved  to  a stronger  position,  built 
rifle-pits,  and  for  two  days  waited  an  attack.  They  kept 
up  with  our  skirmishers,  and  frequently  led  us  to  expect  an 
engagement;  but  baffled  in  the  attempt  to  gain  this  strong- 
hold by  strategy,  Lee,  after  three  days  of  skirmishing  and 
threateuings,  with  slight  losses  on  both  sides,  withdrew 
quietly  from  our  front,  and  turned  toward  the  Rappahan- 
nock. On  the  night  of  the  17th  our  troops  started  in 
pursuit,  but  were  unable  to  make  rapid  progress  on  account 
of  a drenching  rain  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
moving  the  artillery. 

It  had  long  been  a by-word  among  the  infantry,  “ Who 
ever  saw  a dead  cavalryman  ?”  but  on  our  return  trip 
through  New  Baltimore  the  121st  saw  their  first  dead  cav- 


alryman,” and,  although  a sickening  spectacle,  it  was  made 
the  subject  of  many  dry  jokes  by  numerous  wags  of  the 
regiment. 

Sunday,  October  IS,  we  passed  through  Warrenton,  and, 
stretching  along  a ridge  south  of  the  town,  went  into 
camp.  We  remained  here  several  days,  resuming  drill, 


dress  parade,  and  grand  reviews  of  divisions  and  corps. 
The  cold  wind  sweeping  through  our  camp  caused  the  men 
to  hover  round  their  fires,  and,  while  warming  one  side  of 
the  body  and  chilling  the  other,  they  discussed  the  chances 
of  the  winter’s  campaign.  The  weather  continuing  disa- 
greeable, the  men  soon  began  to  erect  comfortable  log  huts, 
expecting  to  remain  there  all  winter.  This  illusion  was 
soon  dispelled,  however,  for  on  the  evening  of  November 
G orders  came  for  us  to  move  at  daylight.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  regiment  was  on  its  way  to  Rappahannock 
Station,  seven  miles  distant. 

Col.  Upton  was  that  morning  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  brigade,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Olcott  being  absent  on  sick 
leave,  the  regiment  was  under  Major  Mather.  About  noon 
the  corps  arrived  at  the  station,  and  at  once  deployed  in  line 
of  battle,  a short  distance  from  the  river.  In  our  front  was 
a beautiful  plain,  nearly  a mile  in  length  by  a quarter  in 
width,  while  nearer  the  stream  the  ground  was  much  higher, 
but  sloping  gradually  toward  us.  The  rebels  had  erected 
strong  forts  and  rifle-pits  along  this  elevation,  and  with 
artillery  and  a large  body  of  infantry  defied  our  threateu- 
ings. Cos.  D and  B,  of  the  121st,  with  their  respective 
officers,  were  detailed  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  our  brigade, 
and  soon  the  sharp  crack  of  muskets  was  heard  along  our 
whole  line.  Taking  advantage  of  whatever  would  cover 
them,  the  men  lay  on  the  ground  when  not  advancing, 
and  about  five  P.M.  gallantly  pressed  the  rebel  skirmishers 
under  cover  of  their  rifle-pits. 

The  long  line  of  battle  immediately  moved  forward  under 
a brisk  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries, 
but  with  such  celerity  that  they  received  little  harm  from 
their  fire. 

When  within  five  hundred  yards  of  their  works  our  line, 
partially  covered  by  the  crown  of  the  ridge,  halted  until 
darkness  should  cover  our  attack. 

The  men  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground,  awaiting 
orders,  and  watching  the  grandeur  of  the  scene.  Our  own 
batteries  were  brought  within  easy  range  of  the  forts,  and 
for  a half-hour,  as  darkness  was  coming  on,  the  spectacle 
was  very  imposing. 

The  air  was  filled  with  the  noise  of  shot  and  shell,  and 
the  fiery  messengers  of  death  from  hostile  batteries,  with 
streaming  fuse,  crossing  lines  over  our  heads  in  making 
their  arcs,  resembled  a shower  of  shooting  stars.  During 
the  display  of  pyrotechnics  the  formation  for  the  charge 
waS  completed.  The  3d  Brigade,  (den.  Russell's,  was  on  our 
left,  and  the  Gth  Maine  and  5th  Wisconsin  formed  a front 
line.  Col.  Upton  arranged  his  brigade  in  like  maim  r. 
placing  the  121st  and  5th  Maine  in  the  charging  line; 
the  former  on  the  left. 

When  darkness  approached  these  regiments  were  ordered 
forward.  A few  yards  in  advance,  the  121st  was  obiig*  I 
to  form  column  to  pass  a narrow  defile.  This  being  aceom- 
i plished.  the  line  halted,  unslung  knapsacks,  ami  listen’  i t 
a few  words  from  Col.  Upton,  who  aroused  the  enthus:  -m 
of  the  regiment  by  asserting  that  he  would  command  in 
person.  After  instructing  the  men  to  reserve  their  tire, 
and  trust  all  to  the  bayonet,  he  gave  the  command.  ••  for- 
ward, double-quick,  march  !’’ 

Our  artillery  had  ceased  tiring,  and  the  enemy’s  had" 
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slackened,  but,  bearing  our  advance  column,  tbeir  infantry 
sent  forth  a volley  from  tbeir  forts  and  rifle-pits.  Rut,  by 
the  wisdom  of  Col.  Upton  in  withholding  our  fire,  our 
exact  position  was  not  discerned,  and  the  shots  passed  over 
our  heads. 

As  we  neared  the  rifle-pits  their  fire  slackened,  and,  while 
we  were  fearing  the  reserve  fire,  the  clear  voice  of  Col. 
Upton  was  heard,  “ Forward,  you  braves;  four  lines  of  bat- 
tle behind  you !”  These  two  gallant  regiments  leaped 
quickly  over  the  works  in  our  front,  just  as  the  titli  Maine 
and  5th  Wisconsin  were  entering  the  fort  on  our  left.  A 
hand-to-hand  combat  ensued,  in  which  men  were  struck 
down  with  muskets,  but  not  a shot  was  fired  by  the  121st 
or  5th  Maine.  The  left  wing  of  the  former  pressed  forward 
to  the  enemy’s  bridge,  cutting  oft  their  retreat,  w hen,  panic- 
stricken,  some  swam  the  river  and  escaped,  while  others 
were  drowned  in  the  attempt. 

We  "gained  a complete  victory,  and  rested  on  the  field 
during  the  night.  Two  companies  guarded  the  bridge, 
which  the  enemy  from  their  side  of  the  river  attempted  to 
burn.  Sixteen  hundred  prisoners,  eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
several  stands  of  colors,  and  over  two  thousand  muskets 
were  captured  in  this  engagement.  Our  regiment,  num- 
bering about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  captured  about  six 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  among  whom  were  four  col- 
onels (one  commanded  a brigade),  three  lieutenant-colonels, 
two  majors,  seventeen  captains,  and  twenty-seven  lieuten- 
ants; also,  four  battle-flags  and  one  color-staff.  Company 
I and  Company  E each  seized  a stand  of  colors.  Total  loss 
in  121st,  Captain  Casler,  Co.  B,  wounded,  five  men  killed, 
and  twenty-two  wounded.  Lieutenant  Henry  Upton,  just 
returned  from  the  hospital,  and  still  weak  from  his  wound 
of  May  3,  was  overcome  by  exposure  and  obliged  to  return. 
All  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  in  this  engagement  con- 
ducted themselves  with  credit,  and  the  skirmishers  did 
noble  service  under  the  management  of  Captain  Fish  and 
Lieutenant  Jackson,  who  excelled  in  this  work.  Two  of 
the  guns  captured  by  Russell’s  Brigade  were  those  which 
Milroy  had  lost  in  June.  The  troops  captured  were  from 
North  Carolina  arid  Louisiana,  and  represented  the  best 
portion  of  the  famous  Stonewall  Jackson  Corps. 

Next  day  we  crossed  the  river  and  marched  to  Brandy 
Station,  but,  finding  no  enemy,  rested  while  the  cavalry 
advanced  a few  miles  beyond.  We  remained  in  this  vicin- 
ity fur  several  days,  camping  on  the  farm  of  the  Hon.  John 
Minor  Butts,  and  again  began  to  prepare  winter  huts  from 
the  abundant  supply  of  timber  near  by. 

Nov.  9,  forty  men,  selected  from  the  5th  Maine.  6th 
Wisconsin,  and  121st,  were  detailed  to  present  the  cap- 
tured colors  to  General  Meade,  at  army  headquarters. 
This  was  a proud  day  for  these  regiments,  and  their  bril- 
liant record  became  widely  known  throughout  the  army. 
We  did  not  remain  long  at  this  place,  for  the  northern 
people  and  press,  in  the  prolbundest  ignorance  of  the  re- 
quirements of  an  army,  were  censuring  our  stay,  and,  after 
the  repairs  on  our  railroad  were  completed,  we  were  sup- 
plied with  five  days'  rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  cartridges, 
and  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  26  started  out,  if  not  to  cap- 
ture Lee’s  army,  at  least  to  gratify  their  unjust  clamor. 
We  moved  very  slowly  in  consequence  of  the  delay  of  the 


3d  Corps,  that  had  preceded  us,  being  obliged  to  lie  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Ilapidan  that  night,  as  rear-guard,  while 
the  bulk  of  our  corps  about  midnight  crossed  the  liver  at 
Jacob’s  Ford.  We  crossed  at  the  same  ford  about  day- 
break, joining  our  corps  on  the  other  bank.  About  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon  Ewell’s  rebel  corps  blundered  on 
the  wrong  road,  encountering  the  tardy  3d  Corps,  and  a hot 
contest  ensued.  The  1st  and  2d  Divisions  were  ordered  to 
its  aid,  and  also  to  protect  the  gap  between  it  and  the  2d 
Corps.  Upton’s  Brigade  moved  within  easy  support  of 
this  portion  of  the  3d  Corps  which  was  warmly  engaged, 
and,  while  waiting  the  orders,  the  wounded  were  passing 
through  our  ranks  to  the  rear,  but  all  pretenders  were 
arrested  and  sent  to  the  front. 

Cunning  devices  were  often  resorted  to  by  men  who  were 
bound  to  get  out  of  harm’s  way,  and  one  occurred  at  this 
time.  While  the  battle  was  raging,  Gen.  Sedgwick  and 
several  of  bis  staff,  having  dismounted,  were  resting  on  the 
ground  near  the  position  of  the  121st,  when  a stretcher, 
with  a soldier  thereon,  was  being  carried  to  the  rear  by  two 
able  men,  but,  before  reaching  their  position,  a shell  killed 
one  of  the  stretcher-bearers  and  wounded  the  other,  while 
the  supposed  wounded  man  jumped  up  and  ran  rapidly  to 
the  rear. 

During  the  night  the  enemy  withdrew,  leaving  their  dead 
on  the  field,  and  we  moved  to  Robertson's  Tavern.  The 
ensuing  morning  we  marched  in  the  direction  of  Orange 
Court-House,  but  had  not  gone  far  before  we  found  Lee’s 
whole  army  on  the  south  side  of  a small  stream,  known  as 
M ine  Run,  ready  for  battle. 

Our  lines  were  soon  in  position,  and  skirmishers,  within 
plain  view  of  the  enemy’s  stronghold,  were  sharply  engaged. 
Everything  indicated  another  great  battle,  equal  in  magni- 
tude to  that  of  Gettysburg,  the  strength  of  the  position  this 
time  being  greatly  to  their  advantage.  A heavy  rain  com- 
menced on  Saturday,  and  did  not  slacken  until  dark. 

All  that  night  was  spent  by  the  121st  in  clearing  roads 
through  the  woods  for  the  artillery  and  ambulances,  and 
both  armies  were  hard  at  work  building  rifle-pits  and 
strengthening  their  fortifications.  Before  sunrise,  Sunday, 
the  regiment,  with  its  division  and  corps,  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  main  army,  taking  its  position  on  the  extreme 
| left  of  the  enemy,  about  eight  hundred  yards  distant.  We 
j were  covered  from  their  view  by  a dense  wood,  near  whose 
edge  our  line  was  formed,  with  the  121st  and  5th  Maine 
| again  in  the  front  line  of  the  brigade, 
i Every  man  was  directed  to  refrain  from  making  a noise 
j or  kindling  a fire.  It  was  decided  to  begin  au  attack 
| Monday  morning,  and  all  the  generals  were  summoned  for 
instructions.  At  the  edge  of  the  wood  was  a high  rail 
fence,  which  concealed  our  forces  from  the  enemy,  and 
when  the  line  of  battle  came  within  a few  paces  of  it,  men 
| were  designated  in  each  company  to  stop  forward,  grasp  the 
j third  rail  front  the  bottom,  at  the  angle  toward  them,  and 
j unitedly  overthrow  the  fence  and  allow  the  line  to  pa.'.'  in 
regular  order. 

A very  cold  night  was  spent  in  weary  waiting,  without 
coffee  or  sleep,  no  man  knowing  his  coming  fate.  It  was  a 
terrible  strain  on  the  strongest  nerves,  more  so  from  the 
i fact  that  we  were  unable  to  sleep  for  fear  of  freezing,  and 
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. J. !i^oil  to  stir  about  to  keep  comfortable.  Some  of  the 
pickets  were  found  frozen  to  death  at  their  posts.  The  fol- 
|.twtii‘r  morning  the  men  were  greatly  relieved  when  they 
heard  the  gun  signaling  an  attack  on  our  left,  and  they 
were  ready  for  the  conflict.  At  the  order  “ Fall  in  line,” 
they  stood  resolutely  shoulder  to  shoulder.  A half-hour 
was  spent  waiting  for  the  final  command,  when  the  line 
was  ordered  to  stack  arms  and  rest.  This  change  was 
made  because  the  generals  considered  it  imprudent  to  at- 
tack, and  the  order  was  countermanded,  very  much  to  the 
relief  of  every  man. 

The  trains  and  reserve  artillery  began  to  retire  across 
the  Rapidan.  Monday  night  and  Tuesday  night  we  quietly 
withdrew,  re-crossed  the  river  at  daybreak,  and  returned  to 
the  camp  which  we  had  left  a week  before.  After  remain- 
ing a few  days,  Upton’s  brigade  moved  to  the  right  across 
a stream  called  Hazel  river,  and  went  into  winter-quarters. 
Our  camp  was  laid  out  with  regularity,  and  with  a view  to 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  men.  The  location  was  ele- 
vated, and  within  a beautiful  grove  of  oak,  hickory,  and 
whitewood,  and,  in  a short  time,  the  officers  and  men  had 
erected  very  comfortable  quarters. 

Lieut. -Col.  Olcott,  returning  about  this  time,  assumed 
command,  and  in  a few  days  had  a pretty  rustic  house 
erected.  It  was  built  of  whitewood,  which  abounded 
near  our  camp.  The  men  now  began  to  enjoy  camp  life 
as  they  never  had  done  before.  Rations  were  sufficient, 
and  of  good  quality ; besides,  many  were  receiving  from 
their  friends  boxes  laden  with  delicacies,  which  they  readily 
shared  with  their  comrades. 

A comfortable  hospital  was  provided  for  the  sick,  and 
Surgeon  Slocum  and  his  assistant,  Holt,  were  diligent  in 
their  attendance  on  any  requiring  medical  aid. 

Regular  drills,  dress  parades,  guard  and  picket  duty, 
consumed  enough  of  our  time,  and  developed  sufficient 
muscle  to  keep  most  of  the  men  in  robust  health  through 
the  winter. 

On  Feb.  27  the  6th  Corps  was  ordered  to  move  in  the 
direction  of  Charlotteville,  to  support  Custer’s  cavalry,  who 
were  recon noitering  in  that  direction. 

We  left  a guard  to  protect  our  camp,  and,  after  being  out 
four  days  in  a disagreeable  storm,  returned  to  our  camp  on 
the  evening  of  March  2,  covered  with  mud,  and  in  a better 
condition  to  enjoy  our  comfortable  quarters  than  ever  before. 

The  regiment  had  no  chaplain,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  of 
the  5th  Maine,  kindly  consented  to  conduct  services  every 
Sabbath  when  the  weather  would  permit  to  be  held  in  the 
open  air. 

' The  5tli  Maine  built  a commodious  chapel,  and  fre- 
quently the  121st  was  invited  to  join  them  in  service. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  our  regiment  to  get  a miserable 
chaplain  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  when  he  left, 
during  the  Gettysburg  campaign,  no  one  was  grieved, — not 
even  the  officers  who  had  contributed  ten  dollars  each  to 
provide  him  with  a horse  witli  which  to  carry  our  mail. 
After  his  departure  we  preferred  to  have  no  successor  ap- 
pointed so  long  as  Dr.  Adams  would  serve  us,  and  when  the 
5th  Maine  had  completed  its  term,  all  the  officers  joined  in 
a petition  to  Governor  Fenton  to  eommis.>ion  that  gentle- 
■nan  in  the  121st,  which  lie  promptly  granted. 


Nearly  all  the  officers  availed  themselves  of  a ten-davs’ 
leave  of  absence  some  time  during  the  winter,  and  Gap- 
tains  Fish  and  Kidder  were  ordered  on  recruiting  service, 
but  had  poor  success,  and  returned  just  before  the  spring 
campaign  opened. 

The  personnel  of  lino-officers  was  very  much  changed, 
and  the  regiment  lost  several  valuable  leaders  and  worthy 
non-commissioned  officers,  who  were  promoted  to  higher  com- 
mands in  the  various  colored  regiments  which  were  being  or- 
ganized. There  was  no  lack  of  material  in  the  ranks  of  the 
121st  for  good  officers,  and  many  of  the  men  passed  a com- 
mendable examination  before  the  board  of  examiners  in 
Washington,  and  were  accordingly  commissioned.  Major 
Mather  and  Captain  Hall  were  promoted  to  lieutenant- 
colonels,  and  assigned  to  the  20th  and  43d  Regiments.  1 S. 
colored,  respectively.  Captain  Campbell  and  Lieutenant 
Bates  were  promoted  to  colonels,  and  assigned  to  command 
of  the  23d  and  30th.  Colonel  Campbell,  while  before  the 
examining  board,  exhibited  such  a high  order  of  talent  and 
military  culture  that  he  was  requested  to  become  a member 
of  that  body.  He  accepted  the  invitation,  and,  until  he 
entered  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  was  one  of  its 
leading  spirits. 

Lieutenant  Gray  and  Sergeant-Major  Andrew  Davidson 
were  commissioned  as  captains  in  the  23d  and  30th,  and 
Sergeants  W.  Ward  Rice  and  Nathaniel  Gano  also  went 
before  the  board  and  received  commissions. 

Lieutenants  Henry  Upton  and  Henry  B.  Walker,  suffer- 
ing from  the  severe  wounds  of  the  previous  May,  were  un- 
able to  endure  active  field  service,  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged. Captain  Fish  and  Adjutant  Morse  were  now  on 
the  staff  of  the  brigade  commander,  Colonel  Upton. 

Some  of  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  the  following  pro 
motions,  viz. : Captain  Galpin,  Company  A,  promoted  to 
major;  Lieutenants  Burrell,  Paine,  and  Butts,  to  captains; 
Second  Lieutenants  Jackson.  Foote,  Pierce,  and  Tucker,  to 
first  lieutenants ; First  Sergeant  Sami.  B.  Kelley  to  second 
lieutenant,  and  First  Sergeant  Joseph  Heath  to  sergeant- 
major. 

At  the  April  muster  of  the  regiment,  just  before  entering 
the  spring  campaign,  there  were  present  for  duty  21  officers 
and  456  privates.  Five  officers  were  on  detached  service, 
and  92  men  were  performing  extra  service, — e.y.,  pioneers, 
train-  and  cattle-drivers. 

At  this  time  the  total  list  of  officers  and  their  assign- 
ments were  as  follows : 

Colonel  E.  Upton,  commanding  2d  Brigade. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  Olcott,  commanding  regiment. 

Major,  II.  M.  Galpin. 

Surgeon,  John  0.  Slocum. 

Assistant  Surgeon,  Daniel  M.  Holt. 

Adjutant,  F.  31.  Morse,  aide-de-camp  to  Colonel  Upton, 
brigade  staff. 

Quartermaster,  Theo.  Sternberg. 

Company  A. — Captain,  Jonathan  Burrell;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Wm.  II.  Tucker;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  B. 
Kelley. 

Company  B. — Captain,  M.  R.  Caslcr,  absent,  wounded ; 
First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  C.  Adams,  commanding. 

Company  C. — Captain,  Lansing  B.  Paine;  Second  Lieu- 
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tenant,  Geo.  W.  Quackenbush,  special  duty,  ambulance 
corps. 

Company  D. — Captain,  John  D.  Fish,  acting  assistant 
adjutant,  General  Upton’s  staff;  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  D. 
Jackson,  commanding  company. 

Company  E. — Captain  Jas.  W.  Cronkite  ; Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Jas.  Johnson. 

Company  F. — Capt.  A.  M.  Tyler,  special  duty,  division 
staff ; First  Lieutenant,  Silas  E.  Fierce,  commanding  com- 
pany. 

Company  G.-^— Captain,  Frank  Gorton. 

Company  II. — Captain,  Chas.  A.  Butts;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, H.  C.  Vanscoy. 

Company  I. — Captain,  John  S.  Kidder;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Frank  W.  Foote. 

Company  K. — John  D.  P.  Douw  ; First  Lieutenant, 
Lewis  C.  Bartlett,  detached  service,  staff  of  General  Bart- 
lett; Second  Lieutenant,  Sheldon  J.  Redway. 

With  this  corps  of  gallant  leaders,  and  a supply  of  ex- 
cellent non-commissioned  officers, — always  regarded  as  the 
sinews  of  a command, — and  the  regiment  in  its  best  con- 
dition, eager  for  the  campaign,  they  awaited  the  final  order. 
A few  days  before  it  came,  all  unnecessary  baggage  belong- 
ing to  the  officers  was  sent  to  Washington,  sufficiently  in- 
dicating the  nearness  of  the  movement. 

Orders  were  at  length  received  to  sound  reveille  at  three 
o’clock  on  the  morning  of  May  4,  and  move  an  hour  later. 
Bidding  adieu  to  this  winter  home,  the  regiment  and  bri- 
gade crossed  the  ponton-bridge  at  Hazel  river,  and,  joining 
the  column  of  the  6th  Corps,  marched  rapidly  to  Ger- 
mania Ford.  Crossing  on  a ponton-bridge  during  the 
afternoon  of  March  4,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night  about 
two  miles  distant.  May  5,  the  column  advanced  a few 
miles  along  the  road  to  Wilderness  Tavern,  when  Upton’s 
Brigade  was  thrown  on  a road  leading  to  Mine  Run,  to 
cover  the  right  flank  of  the  passing  column. 

The  5th  Corps,  having  preceded  us  across  Germania  Ford, 
was  now  confronting  the  enemy  in  a dense  wood  on  our  left, 
and  the  continuous  rattle  of  musketry  indicated  that  they 
had  met  them  in  force.  The  6th  Corps  was  immediately 
ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  5th.  Upton’s  Brigade 
being  on  the  left,  was  to  advance  and  connect  with  the 
latter.  Company  E,  of  the  121st,  under  Capt.  Cronkite, 
was  immediately  deployed  to  skirmish,  and  advancing  rapidly 
struck  a few  of  the  enemy’s  outposts  just  as  the  line  entered 
a dense  wood.  The  latter  quickly  withdrew  after  a single 
discharge  of  their  pieces. 

Inclining  to  the  left  to  connect  with  the  5th  Corps,  the 
line  pressed  forward  through  the  wood  until  a half-mile  in 
advance  of  its  main  column,  when  it  suddenly  struck  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers  concealed  in  the  thicket.  The 
rebels  poured  a volley  into  our  ranks  at  close  range  before 
we  were  aware  of  their  presence.  Although  a few  were 
killed  and  wounded,  the  men  received  the  shock  courage- 
ously, and  at  the  command  charged  upon  them,  killing  and 
wounding  some  and  capturing  several  prisoners.  They  did 
not  halt,  however,  until  they  were  driven  step  by  step  close 
ujmui  their  line  of  battle,  which  could  be  plainly  seen,  as 
the  wood  at  that  point  was  more  open.  Word  was  sent 
back  to  the  main  line,  who  were  then  moving  forward. 


Just  as  our  troops  came  up  to  the  skirmish  line  they  poured 
a deadly  tire  into  our  ranks,  at  the  same  time  charging  us, 
which  they  attempted  a second  time,  without  effect.  The 
battle  now  became  general  along  the  whole  line,  both  sides 
suffering  heavy  loss,  until  about  four  P.M.,  when  the  enemy 
retired  a few  hundred  yards,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded, 
and  at  once  began  felling  timber  and  digging  rifle-pits. 
Upton’s  Brigade  dashed  forward  some  two  hundred  yards 
in  advance  of  the  5th  Corps,  with  which  irwas  connected, 
and  gallantly  held  its  position. 

That  night  all  lay  upon  their  arms  within  hearing  of  the 
commands  given  by  the  enemy’s  officers ; and  the  sound  of 
the  axe,  mingling  with  the  cries  and  groans  of  the  dying, 
was  now  and  then  relieved  by  a sharp  volley  from  souie  part 
of  the  picket  line. 

Orders  were  given  to  attack  at  daylight  next  morning, 
but  this  was  countermanded.  The  day  was  spent  in  build- 
ing rifle-pits,  and  occasional  skirmishing  on  the  outposts. 

Shortly  before  night,  while  the  left  wing  of  the  121st 
was  building  rifle-pits,  and  the  right  wing  guarding  the 
muskets,  a wild  rebel  yell  was  heard  on  our  right,  in  front 
of  the  3d  Division.  Instantly  the  regiment  was  ordered 
in  line;  but  before  the  left  wing  had  time  to  take  their 
muskets  from  the  stacks,  Lieut. -Col.  Duffy,  of  the  division 
staff,  ordered  the  right  wing  by  the  right  flank  at  double- 
quick.  Col.  Oleott  attempted  to  check  it  until  the  left  was 
equipped,  but  his  command  was  not  heard,  and  his  wing,  fol- 
lowing on  the  run,  was  unavoidably  lengthened  out,  greatly 
impairing  its  strength. 

On  nearing  the  position  attacked,  it  was  evident  that  the 
3d  Division  had  been  doubled  back  nearly  at  right  angles 
with  our  column.  Col.  Duffy,  instead  of  changing  the 
head  of  his  wing  to  form  line  of  battle,  facing  the  on-com- 
ing enemy,  blindly  led  the  head  of  our  column  directly 
against  them,  causing  unavoidable  confusion.  Lieut.- Col. 
Oleott,  observing  this  irretrievable  blunder,  instantly  faced 
the  left  companies  to  the  enemy,  and  immediately,  with 
heroic  valor,  rode  to  the  right  to  arrest  the  confusion  of 
that  wing,  when  he  was  shot  in  the  forehead  and  fell  from 
his  horse  a prisoner.  Capt.  Paine,  of  Co.  C,  and  Lieut. 
Kelley,  Co.  A,  in  their  efforts  to  rally  their  men,  ventured 
too  far,  and  were  also  taken.  The  regiment  was  obliged  to 
yield  a little  ground,  but  not  until  the  enemy  were  on  its 
flank.  Then  falling  back  a few  yards  and  rallying  the  men 
about  the  colors,  it  reformed,  and  afterwards,  under  Col. 
Upton,  charged  the  enemy,  retaking  a portion  of  the  lost 
rifle-pits.  These  we  held  until  withdrawn,  and  reformed 
farther  on  the  right,  to  protect  our  threatened  flank  and 
rear.  About  ten  o'clock  orders  were  given  in  suppressed 
tones  to  muffle  all  our  trappings,  and  move  noiselessly  by 
the  left  flank,  which  we  did,  leaving  our  wounded  and  dead 
uncared  for. 

Lieut. -Col.  Oleott  and  Capt.  Paine  were  prisoners  for 
1 several  months,  not  being  exchanged  until  late  in  the  sum- 
j mer.  During  the  confinement  the  former  was  one  of  the 
Union  officers  placed  under  fire  of  our  batteries  at  Charles- 
ton. It  was  thought  for  several  days  that  he  had  been 
killed.  lie  was  a good  commander  and  a brave  soldier, 
and  during  the  campaign  his  absence  was  severely  felt  not 
only  in  the  regiment  but  throughout  the  brigade. 


■ 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


The  following  morning  found  us  near  Wilderness  Tavern, 
snd  that  day  was  spent  in  fortifying  a defensive  line.  The 
Mine  evening  our  march  was  continued  over  the  Chancel- 
lorsville  battle-field  to  Piny  Branch  church.  Here  we  halted 
for  breakfast,  and  then  following  the  Spottsylvania  road 
came  up  to  the  5th  Corps  at  three  P.M.,  then  engaging  the 
enemy.  Shortly  after  the  whole  of  Upton’s  Brigade  formed 
line  on  the  right  of  the  Spottsylvania  road  to  support  a 
threatened  attack  ; but  demonstrations  being  made  on  our 
ri"ht  flank,  a change  of  front  in  that  direction  was  ordered 
about  dark.  All  night  the  troops  lay  on  their  arms  in  this 
position.  Soon  after  daylight  the  brigade,  being  relieved, 
moved  to  the  left  of  the  Spottsylvania  road  and  spent  the 
time  in  building  rifle-pits. 

During  the  day  several  casualties  occurred  from  artillery 
fire.  The  regimental  flag  floating  over  our  works  was 
rent  by  a solid  shot,  which,  passing  to  our  rear,  struck  a 
tree,  under  which  was  standing  one  of  Col.  Oleott’s  horses, 
and,  falling  upon  the  saddle,  broke  the  animal’s  back.  Oppor- 
tunity was  now  afforded  to  make  one  of  the  most  notable 
charges  in  the  history  of  the  war. 

The  enemy  did  not  attempt  to  attack  our  front,  and  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  10th  we  determined  to  assault  them. 
Some  of  the  commanders  expressed  their  belief  that  the 
enemy’s  position  in  our  front  could  not  be  carried.  Not  so 
with  Col.  Upton.  lie  thought  it  might  be  taken  with  a 
well-organized  column,  and,  if  properly  supported,  might 
be  held.  A doubting  leader  was  not  wanted,  and  Col.  Up- 
ton was  assigned  the  task.  He  selected  the  121st  for  the 
honored  position  of  right  and  front,  the  5th  Maine  on  the 
left-front,  and  96th  Pennsylvania  in  the  centre, — all  of  his 
own  brigade. 

Col.  Upton,  in  his  official  report  of  that  sanguinary  con- 
flict, said, — 

“ The  point  of  attack  was  at  an  angle  near  the  Scott 
House,  about  half  a mile  to  the  loft  of  the  Spottsylvania 
road. 

“The  enemy’s  intrenchmcnts  were  of  a formidable  char- 
acter, with  abatis  in  front,  and  surmounted  by  heavy  logs, 
underneath  which  were  loop-holes  for  musketry.  In  the 
re-entrant  to  the  right  was  a battery,  with  traverses  between 
the  guns.  About  one  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  was  an- 
other line  of  works,  partly  completed  and  occupied  by  a 
second  line  of  battle. 

“The  position  was  in  an  open  field,  about  two  hundred 
yards  from  a piece  of  wood.  A wood-road  led  from  our 
position  directly  to  the  point  of  attack.  The  ground  was 
looked  over  by  Gen.  Russell  and  myself,  and  regimental 
commanders  were  also  required  to  see  it,  that  they  might 
understand  the  work  before  them. 


“ The  column  of  attack,  consisting  of  twelve  regiments, 
formed  in  four  lines  of  battle,  lying  down  in  the  piece  of 
wood  as  soon  as  in  position.  The  line  was  formed  from 
right  to  left,  as  follows:  First  line,  121st  New  York,  96th 
Pennsylvania,  5th  Maine.  Second  line,  49th  Pennsylvania, 
•'th  Maine.  5th  Wisconsin.  Third  line,  43d  New  York, 
"Tth  New  York,  1 1 9th  Pennsylvania.  Fourth  line,  2d, 
5th,  and  6th  Vermont. 

“ Our  position  was  so  close  that  no  commands  were  to 
be  given  in  getting  into  position.  The  pieces  of  the  first 


line  were  loaded  and  capped  ; those  of  the  other  lines  were 
loaded  only.  Bayonets  were  also  fixed. 

“ The  121st  New  York  and  96th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
were  instructed  to  turn  to  the  right  and  charge  the  battery 
as  soon  as  the  works  were  carried.  The  5th  Maine  was  to 
wheel  to  the  left  and  open  an  enfilading  fire  upon  the  enomv. 
The  second  line  was  to  halt  at  the  works  and  engage  the 
front.  The  third  was  to  lie  down  behind  the  second,  and 
await  orders.  The  fourth  was  to  advance  to  the  edge  of 
the  wood,  lie  down,  and  await  the  issue  of  the  charge.  . . . 
All  the  officers  were  instructed  to  respect  the  command 
‘ forward’  constantly  from  the  commencement  of  the  charge 
till  the  works  were  carried. 

“ At  ten-  minutes  before  six  P.M.,  Capt.  Dalton  brought 
me  the  order  to  attack  as  soon  as  the  column  was  formed, 
and  stated  that  the  artillery  would  cease  firing  at  six  r.M. 
Twenty  minutes  elapsed  before  all  the  preparations  were 
completed,  when,  at  the  command,  the  line  rose,  moved 
noiselessly  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  then,  with  a wild 
cheer,  rushed  for  the  works.  Through  a terrible  front 
and  flank  fire,  the  column  advanced  quickly,  gaining  the 
parapet.  Here  occurred  a deadly  hand-to-hand  conflict.  The 
enemy,  sitting  in  their  pits,  with  pieces  upright,  loaded,  and 
bayonets  fixed,  ready  to  impale  the  first  who  should  leap 
over,  absolutely  refused  to  yield  the  ground.  The  first  of  our 
men  who  tried  to  surmount  the  works  fell  pierced  through 
the  head  by  musket-balls.  Others,  seeing  the  fate  of  their 
comrades,  held  their  pieces  at  arms’  length,  and  fired  down- 
wards, while  others,  poising  theirs  vertically,  hurled  them 
down  upon  the  enemy,  pinning  them  to  the  ground.  . . . 

“The  struggle  lasted  but  a few  seconds.  Numbers 
prevailed,  and,  like  a resistless  wave,  the  column  poured 
over  the  works,  quickly  putting  hors  du  combat  those 
who  resisted,  and  sending  to  the  rear  those  who  surren- 
dered. 

“ Pressing  forward,  and  expanding  to  the  right  and  left, 
the  second  line  of  intrenchments  and  the  battery  fell  into  bur 
hands.  The  column  of  assault  had  accomplished  its  task. 
The  enemy’s  lines  were  completely  broken,  and  an  opening 
had  been  made  for  the  division  which  was  to  have  supported, 
but  it  did  not  arrive. 

“ Reinforcements  arriving  to  the  enemy,  our  front  and 
both  flanks  were  assailed.  The  impulsion  of  the  charge 
being  lost,  nothing  remained  but  to  hold  the  ground.  I 
accordingly  directed  the  officers  to  form  their  men  outside 
the  works,  and  open  fire,  and  then  rode  back  over  the  field, 
to  bring  forward  the  Vermonters  in  the  fourth  line. 

“ Night  had  arrived  ; our  position  was  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  in  advance  of  the  army,  and,  without  prospect  of  sup- 
port, was  untenable.  Gen.  Russell,  meeting  me  at  the  edge 
of  the  wood,  gave  me  the  order  to  withdraw.  I wrote  the 
order,  and  sent  it  along  the  line  by  Capt.  Gorton,  of  the 
121st  New  York  Volunteers,  in  accordance  with  win  h. 
under  cover  of  the  darkness,  the  works  were  evacuated,  the 
regiments  returning  to  their  former  camp. 

“Our  loss  in  this  assault  was  about  1000  in  k ..  i. 
wounded,  and  missing.  The  enemy  lost  at  least  lot*  in 
killed  at  the  first  intrenchments.  while  a much  heavier  ! -- 
was  sustained  in  his  efforts  to  regain  them.  We  captured 
over  1000  prisoners  and  several  stand  of  colors 


. 


' 


78 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


“ Our  officers  and  men  accomplished  all  that  could  he 
expected  of  brave  men. 

“ They  went  forward  with  perfect  confidence,  fought  with 
unflinching  courage,  and  retired  only  upon  the  receipt  of  a 
written  order,  after  having  expended  the  ammunition  of 
their  dead  and  wounded  comrades.” 

The  121st  had  1 officer — Capt.  Chas.  A.  Butts — and  32 
men  killed,  and  a large  number  wounded.  Among  the 
latter  was  Maj.  Galpin,  Capts.  Kidder,  Jackson,  and 
Cronkite,  and  Lieuts.  Foote,  Johnson,  and  Tucker.  Lieut. 
Foote,  with  a squad  of  his  men,  had  reached  the  rebel 
battery,  and  was  attempting  to  turn  the  captured  guns 
against  the  enemy,  when  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  fell 
into  their  hands,  and  for  months  afterwards  was  reported 
as  killed,  but  subsequently  known  to  be  a prisoner.  Lieut. 
Johnson  and  Capt.  Cronkite  were  wounded  as  they  mounted 
the  top  of  the  rifle-pit  side  by  side, — the  former  being 
pierced  through  the  leg  with  a bayonet.  Capt.  Butts  was 
first  wounded  in  crossing  the  open  field,  and,  while  men 
were  assisting  him  to  our  rear,  he  received  another  shot, 
and  was  instantly  killed. 

We  reoccupied  our  old  line  that  night  and  the  following 
day,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  121st  again 
mingled  in  one  of  the  most  terrible  contests  of  modern  time. 
Of  that  engagement,  Col.  Upton,  in  his  official  report,  says: 

“May  11  the  brigade  made  some,  unimportant  changes 
of  position.  Early  on  the  12th  it  moved  with  the  division 
towards  the  right  flank  of  the  army,  but  to  the  left  again 
at  7 A.M.,  arriving  in  rear  of  the  2d  Corps  at  9.30  a. 51. 
The  right  flank  of  this  corps  being  threatened,  Gen.  Rus- 
sell directed  me  to  move  to  the  right,  at  double-quick,  to 
support  it.  Before  we  could  arrive  it  gave  way.  As  the 
9.nh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  reached  an  elevated  point  of 
the  enemy’s  works,  about  six  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of 
the  Sendrum  House,  it  received  a heavy  volley  from  the 
second  line  of  works.  Seeing  that  the  position  was  of  vital 
importance  to  hold,  and  that  all  the  troops  had  driven  way 
up  to  this  point,  I halted  the  95th  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, faced  to  the  front,  and  caused  it  to  lie  down.  Its 
left  rested  near  the  works  connecting  with  the  2d  Corps, 
while  its  right  lay  behind  a crest  oblique  to  the  works. 
Had  it  given  way  the  whole  line  of  intrcnchments  would 
have  been  recaptured,  and  the  fruit  of  the  morning’s  vic- 
tory lost,  but  it  held  the  ground  till  the  5th  Maine  and 
1 21st  New  York  came  to  its  support,  while  the  9Gth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  passed  on  its  right.  Shortly  after  the  3d 
and  Vermont  Brigades  arrived,  a section  of  Gillis’  battery 
of  tluyjth  United  States  Artillery,  under  Lieut.  Metcalf, 

' nine  up  and  opened  fire,  but  was  immediately  charged,  and 
lost  nearly  every  horse,  driver,  and  cannoneer. 

“ The  enemy  charged  up  to  his  works  within  a hundred 
f i t of  the  guns,  but  a well-directed  fire  from  the  infantry 
b'  hind  the  crest  prevented  his  farther  advance.  At  the 
I'oint  where  our  line  diverged  from  the  works  the  opposing 
hors  came  in  contact,  but  neither  would  give  ground.” 

And  for  eighteen  hours  raged  the  most  sanguinary  con- 
flict of  the  war.  The  point  remained  in  our  possession  at 
• h<>  close  of  the  struggle,  and  is  known  as  the  “ Angle.” 

At  this  “angle”  and  within  the  enemy’s  rifle-pits  stood  a 
"•d  oak  tree,  behind  which  many  of  the  enemy  would  crouch, 


i and,  thus  protected,  would  pick  off  the  cannoneers,  and  for 
I a time  prevented  the  men  from  firing  the  guns.  Lieut. 
Weaver,  of  the  12 1st,  with  a part  of  the  regiment,  w;is 
directly  in  front  of  this  tree,  and  he  directed  the  men  to 
keep  up  a constant  fire  on  that  point,  and  so  prevent  the 
rebels  from  putting  their  heads  above  the  works. 

Hour  after  hour  this  terrible  fire  raged,  dealing  death 
with  such  precision  that,  had  not  fresh  squads  of  men  been 
sent  forward  to  take  the  places  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
but  few  would  have  remained  to  tell  the  tale.  After  this 
fire  had  been  kept  up  for  several  hours  the  men  saw  the 
tree  tottering,  and  about  an  hour  afterwards,  from  the  con- 
stant piercing  of  Minie-bullets,  it  fell  with  a loud  crash  along 
and  inside  of  the  enemy’s  pits,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  men. 

The  following  placard  is  found  inscribed  on  a section  of 
the  “ red-oak,”  5vhich  is  now  in  the  ordnance  museum  at 
Washington.  From  the  presentation  notice,  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  Gen.  Miles  claims  the  credit  of  holding  the 
position  in  front  of  this  tree  until  it  fell ; but  the  writer 
has  substantial  proof  from  officers  who  witnessed  the  trans- 
action that  Upton’s  brigade  was  in  its  immediate  front,  and 
that  officer  directed  Lieut.  Weaver,  of  the  121st,  to  keep 
a continuous  fire  in  that  direction,  which  he  did  until  the 
tree  went  crashing  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy: 

PLEASE  DO  NOT  HANDLE. 

Section  of  a red-oak  which  stood  inside  intrenchraents  near  Spott- 
sylvania  Court-House,  and  was  cut  down  by  musket-balls,  in  an 
attempt  to  recapture  the  works  previously  carried  by  the  Second 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  May  12,  ISti-l. 

PRESENTED 

to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  by  Brevet  Maj. -Gen.  X.  A.  Miles,  com- 
manding First  Division,  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Potomac. 

Dimension  : 

5 feet  high, 

22  inches  in  diameter. 

After  this  engagement  the  121st  had  but  4 company 
officers  and  185  men  on  duty. 

The  regiment  and  brigade  were  held  in  reserve,  and  fre- 
quently changed  position  to  support  other  troops,  until,  on 
the  morning  of  May  14,  they  were  ordered  to  cross  the  Ny 
river  and  seige  Myrcs’  Hill  to  the  left  and  in  front  of  the 
5th  Corps.  From  this  position  to  the  Ny  river  the  regi- 
ment assisted  in  extending  a picket-line.  A sharp  engage- 
ment occurred  at  this  point,  w ith  slight  losses  to  our  troops. 
Alay  21  we  marched  from  Myres’  Ilill  and  reached  Guinea 
Station  the  following  day,  after  which,  crossing  the  Mata- 
pony  river,  we  encamped  near  Lebanon  church.  On  the  23d 
•the  march  wras  resumed,  and  the  North  Anna  river  was 
crossed  on  the  following  day.  On  the  25th  they  moved  to 
the  right,  crossed  the  Virginia  Central  railroad  at  Noel’s 
Station,  and  tore  up  the  track  for  some  distance.  Next 
day  the  regiment  recrossed  the  North  Anna  and  accom- 
| panied  the  trains  to  Chesterfield  Station.  Alary  weary 
j marches  followed  before  the  plain  at  Cold  Harbor  was 
| reached.  June  1,  line  of  battle  was  formed  at  five  P.M., 
j and  a terrific  battle  ensued.  The  2d  Connecticut  Heavy 
j Artillery,  that  had  been  previously  assigned  to  our  brigade, 

| was  placed  in  front  and  bravely  bore  the  shock  of  the  bat- 
1 tie,  their  loss  being  very  heavy,  while  that  of  the  12 1st, 
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with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  slight.  The 
enemy's  rifle-pits  were  carried  in  our  immediate  front,  and 
the  position  held.  Other  parts  of  the  line  were  less  suc- 
ccse-ful,  and  the  battle  was  undecisive. 

Twelve  days  were  spent  in  this  position,  each  regiment 
in  the  brigade  taking  its  turn  in  manning  the  rifle-pits, 
which,  in  our  front,  were  within  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy’s 
line.  Frequent  casualties  occurred,  for  there  was  no  pro- 
tection from  the  almost  constant  fire,  except  when  lying 
down  behind  the  rifle-pits. 

At  eleven  P.M.,  June  12,  the  army  moved  towards  the 
C'hickahominy,  the  121st,  with  its  brigade,  guarding  the 
artillery-train,  and  reached  the  James  river,  where  it  en- 
camped on  the  10th  instant.  The  following  day  they  were 
transported  from  Wilson's  Wharf  to  Bermuda  Hundred, 
and  rejoined  the  corps  near  Point  of  Rocks. 

June  18,  wc  moved  in  front  of  the  works  at  one  A.M., 
to  support  an  attack  on  Longstreet’s  Corps,  but  the  order 
being  countermanded,  we  returned  to  our  former  position. 
June  19,  we  marched  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  our  bri- 
gade relieved  Stannard’s,  on  the  right,  at  ten  p.m.,  intrench- 
ing during  the  night. 

On  the  21st  inst.  we  were  relieved  by  Stannard’s  Brigade, 
and  proceeded  across  tbe  Jerusalem  plank-road  to  the  left 
of  the  2d  Corps,  and  next  day  advanced  and  met  the  enemy  ; 
but  before  beginning  an  attack  the  latter  retired.  June 
29,  the  121st  with  the  corps  reached  Reams’  Station,  and, 
after  destroying  much  of  the  track,  returned  to  the  Jerusa- 
lem plank-road  July  2. 

On  the  9th  inst.,  the  6th  Corps  was  ordered  to  march  at 
ten  P.M.,  and  morning  found  it  at  City  Point,  awaiting  trans- 
portation to  Washington.  At  five  p.m.  the  121st  embarked 
on  the  steamer  “ Tappahannock,”  and  arrived  at  Washington, 
two  P.M.,  12th  inst.,  and  immediately  marched  up  Seventh 
street  to  Fort  Massachusetts,  which  was  being  menaced  by 
Early’s  rebel  troops.  The  Union  skirmishers  had  been 
driven  within  a few  hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  and,  no 
doubt,  Early  imagined  it  would  soon  fall  iuto  his  possession. 
A part  of  the  Gth  Corps  was  immediately  deployed  to 
attack  him,  while  Upton’s  Brigade  was  held  in  reserve.  The 
contest  was  short,  sharp,  and  decisive,  Early  being  routed, 
and,  finding  the  old  Gth  Corps  in  his  front,  began  a rapid 
retreat  toward  Virginia  that  night. 

On  the  14th  inst.,  we  proceeded  to  Poolville,  and  next 
day  the  121st  and  95th  Pa.,  of  Upton’s  Brigade,  with  Capt. 
Cowan’s  battery,  and  a squadron  of  cavalry,  were  detached 
from  the  corps,  and  marched  toward  Conrad's  Ferry  on  the 
Potomac.  The  cavalry  crossed  the  ford  that  evening,  the 
enemy  making  no  resistance  beyond  a few  discharges  of 
artillery.  The  next  day  we  marched  to  White’s  Ford,  which 
we  crossed  Sunday,  17th,  and  rejoined  our  brigade  and 
corps  near  Leesburg,  and  camped  along  the  Leesburg  and 
Alexandria  railroad.  The  following  day  we  marched 
through  Snicker’s  Gap,  and  found  Gen.  Crooks,  with  his 
command,  engaging  the  enemy  along  the  Shenandoah  river, 
and  we  were  ordered  to  his  support.  The  following  morn- 
ing the  121st,  with  its  division,  crossed  the  river,  but  finding 
the  enemy  had  retired,  encamped  about  three  miles  there- 
Ironi.  \\  bile  here  the  regiment  was  well  supplied  with 
delicious  mutton  from  the  farm  of  a rebel  officer.  A 


largo  quantity  of  bams  were  also  stored  in  his  building, 
ready  for  southern  markets,  and  when  the  troops  returned 
next  day  nearly  every  member  of  the  121st  was  carrying 
several  days’  supply  of  this  food.  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
the  rebel  officer  was  not  at  home. 

The  following  day  we  recrossed  the  river,  marching 
towards  Washington,  and  three  days  afterwards  passed  over 
Chain  bridge,  and  at  two  P.M.  encamped  near  Tenallytowu. 

The  regiment  now  expected  to  be  sent  back  to  Peters- 
burg ; but,  instead,  after  two  days  of  rest,  began  a series  of 
marches  to  and  from  Virginia,  crossing  and  recrossing  the 
Potomac.  Leaving  Tenallytowu,  July  2G,  under  a burning 
heat,  we  passed  through  Rockville,  Hyattstown,  and  Ur- 
bana,  reaching  Jefferson  at  two  A.M.,  July  29.  Resuming 
the  march  that  afternoon,  via  Knoxville  and  Weavertown, 
weerossed  the  Potomac  on  a ponton-bridge,  about  three  miles 
west  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  Next 
day  marched  to  latter  place,  and,  after  a few  idle  hours 
along  the  railroad,  encamped  near  by.  The  following  day 
we  recrossed  the  river,  moving  in  the  direction  of  Jefferson, 
which  we  passed  through  with  colors  unfurled  and  bands 
playing,  just  as  the  people  were  going  from  church,  remind- 
ing us  of  a country  village  in  central  New  York  on  a 
Sabbath  day.  That  night  we  bivouacked  about  three  miles 
from  Frederick.  Several  men  were  prostrated  by  sunstroke 
during  the  day. 

Another  week  was  past  in  fitful  marches,  and  by  Satur- 
day, August  G,  we  again  brought  up  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
crossing  the  river  that  afternoon  and  encamping  three  miles 
from  the  village.  Four  days  later  we  passed  through 
Charlestown,  to  the  place  where  John  Brown  was  confined 
and  executed,  the  bands  playing  the  melody  dedicated  to 
him.  We  then  moved  up  the  Shenandoah  valley  as  far  as 
Strausburg.  passing  through  Winchester  and  Middletown, 
and,  after  unimportant  skirmishes,  retraced  our  steps,  closely 
followed  by  Early’s  command,  and  encamped  three  miles 
from  Charlestown.  Not  being  aware  of  imminent  danger, 
on  the  2 1st  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  cleau  muskets, 
preparatory  to  the  regular  Sunday  inspection. 

About  nine  a.m.,  however,  they  were  interrupted  by  the 
sharp  crack  of  muskets  along  the  picket  line,  a half-mile 
distant.  Instantly  the  drums  beat  the  “ long  roll.”  the  men 
hastily  reunited  the  parts  of  their  weapons,  struck  tents,  and 
in  les»  than  ten  minutes  moved  at  double-quick  for  the  picket 
line,  which  was  then  falling  back.  Our  men  were  imme- 
diately deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  at  once  began  to  engage 
the  approaching  enemy.  They  moved  past  our  right  flank, 
and  doubtless  hoped  to  interpose  themselves  between  us  and 
Harper’s  Ferry,  thus  cutting  off  our  retreat.  The  brigade 
commander,  Col.  Upton,  discerning  their  action,  ordered  the 
121st  to  move  quickly  by  the  right  flank,  which  it  did.  at 
the  same  time  advancing  to  the  front  and  gaining  posses- 
sion of  a rocky  cliff  that  the  enemy  failed  to  reach,  l'he 
rebels  attempted  repeatedly  to  drive  our  men  from  the  t"  >i- 
tion,  but  were  stubbornly  resisted  until  three  a m.  next  iav. 
with  a loss  on  our  side  of  two  killed  and  six  w am  led. 

Lieut. -Col.  Olcott  returned  from  his  southern  prison  about 
this  time,  and  was  again  in  command  of  the  regiment.  AN  > 
Capt.  l’aine  had  returned  to  duty,  both  of  whom  had  been 
regularly  exchanged. 
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Tli i.s  chock  gave  ample  time  for  our  trains  to  move  back 
under  cover  of  the  works  at  Harper’s  Ferry.  These  being 
safe  in  the  rear,  we  abandoned  our  position,  and  early  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  22d  inst.  were  in  position  near  the  ferry, 
building  rifle-pits  in  anticipation  of  an  attack.  Here  we 
remained  a day  or  two,  then  advanced  to  Halltown,  and 
August  2'J  were  ordered  forward  to  Charlestown  to  support 
the  cavalry  engaging  the  enemy  near  Smithtield. 

About  this  date  our  new  commander,  Gen.  Sheridan,  as- 
sumed the  leadership  of  all  the  armies  in  the  valley,  and  it 
was  soon  evident  that  a thoroughly  competent  officer  was  to 
lead  us  to  victory. 

A few  days  were  necessarily  consumed  in  organizing  the 
forces,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  12 1st,  with  its  brigade, 
moved  to  the  left,  near  Berryville,  remaining  nearly  two 
weeks.  The  time  was  pleasantly  spent  in  picket-duty,  drill, 
and  dress  parade;  and,  toward  the  close  of  our  stay,  Gen. 
Upton  reviewed  the  brigade,  which  was  then  in  fine  con- 
dition. 

This  was  the  longest  rest  the  121st  had  been  allowed 
since  they  broke  camp  at  Hazel  river,  May  4,  and  was 
greatly  enjoyed. 

Our  army  was  visited  by  Lt.-Gen.  Grant,  and  there  were 
numerous  conjectures  concerning  the  future.  Many  sup- 
posed that  this  personal  visit  would  result  in  the  return  of 
the  6th  Corps  to  Petersburg,  while  others  predicted  an  early 
battle  with  the  enemy.  We  did  not  wait  long,  however, 
for  Sept.  18,  the  day  following  Geu.  Grant’s  departure, 
orders  were  given  to  march  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning. 

The  121st,  with  its  brigade  and  corps,  moved  promptly 
at  four  A.M.,  and  about  eight  A. SI.  reached  the  Opequau 
creek  at  the  point  where  the  road  from  Harper  s Ferry  and 
Berryville  leads  towards  Winchester. 

The  6th  Corps  crossed  this  stream  at  uine  A. si.,  and  im- 
mediately deployed  in  line  of  battle  in  an  open  field  about 
a half-mile  beyond  the  stream.  The  1st  Division,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Russell,  except  Upton’s  brigade,  which 
was  held  in  reserve,  formed  on  the  right,  and  the  2d  and 
3d  Divisions  of  the  corps  formed  in  the  order  named  on 
his  left.  Here,  in  view  of  the  church  spires  of  Winchester, 
we  waited  nearly  two  hours  for  the  dilatory  10th  Corps  to 
come  up  and  advance  to  our  right. 

Near  eleven  A. si.  they  were  in  position,  and  the  line  was 
ready  to  advance.  The  delay,  however,  had  given  Early 
ample  time  to  bring  up  reinforcements;  which  he  did,  aud 
v a brisk  artillery  fire  was  opened  on  both  sides. 

At  eleven  p.si.  the  lines  moved  forward  in  firm  order, 
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wheh  the  enemy’s  infantry  opened  a galling  tire,  but  at  the 
same  time  fell  back  about  five  hundred  yards,  while  our 
forces  continued  to  advance. 

The  firing  was  general  along  the  whole  line,  and  the 
wounded  were  fast  falling  to  the  rear.  Presently  the 
enemy  charged,  and,  coming  near  the  Union  lines,  were 
met  by  a destructive  volley  from  the  6th  Corps;  but  that 
moment  the  19th  Corps  gave  way,  exposing  the  right  of 
Russell’s  division  to  a tlauk  fire.  Instantly,  Gen.  Upton 
moved  his  brigade  to  the  front  at  double-<|uick,  aud  posting 
it  in  the  open  gap  made  by  the  16th  Corps,  ordered  the 
men  to  lie  down  in  the  woods,  and  not  discharge  a musket 


until  directed.  They  came  exultingly  within  fifty  yards  of 
our  line,  when  the  order  to  fire  was  given.  Our  men 
obeyed,  and  followed  up  with  a charge,  driving  theur  iu 
confusion  across  the  field  and  into  the  woods  beyond.  For 
Gen.  Upton’s  dispatch  in  moving  the  121st  with  the  brigade 
into  that  exposed  gap,  Gen.  Sheridan  afterwards  credited 
him  and  his  command  with  turniug  the  tide  of  battle  that 
day. 

But  soon  we  were  obliged  to  separate  our  military  con- 
nection with  our  esteemed  commander,  for  Gen.  Russell 
being  killed  in  this  engagement  the  command  of  the  division 
devolved  upon  Gen.  Upton,  who  was  himself  wounded  in 
our  final  charge,  just  as  we  were  driving  the  enemy  pell- 
mell  through  Winchester. 

In  this  brilliant  action  the  121st  lost  but  two  men  killed, 
although  many  were  grounded.  Lt.  Heath  was  one  of  the 
latter. 

This  defeat  cost  the  enemy,  in  addition  to  their  killed 
and  wounded,  4000  prisoners,  15  battle-flags,  and  5 cannon. 

Closely  pursued,  they  fell  back  to  their  strong  position  at 
Fisher’s  Hill,  where  our  army  again  vigorously  attacked 
them,  about  evening,  Sept.  22.  The  cavalry  and  a consid- 
erable portion  of  our  infantry  had  reached  their  left  flank, 
while  the  6th  Corps  assaulted  them  in  front.  The  battle 
did  not  cease  until  after  dark,  when,  finding  their  flank 
effectually  turned  and  the  6th  Corps  pressing  hard  in  front, 
they  became  panic-stricken  and  fled  up  the  valley.  16 
cannon,  several  battle-flags,  and  over  1000  prisoners  were 
captured.  The  loss  was  slight  in  the  121st;  also  throughout 
our  whole  army. 

From  this  place  we  marched  to  Harrisonburg,  about 
ninety  miles  from  Harper’s  Ferry,  without  opposition. 

Our  long  line  of  communication  could  not  be  guarded 
against  the  incursions  of  guerrilla  bands,  and  therefore  it 
became  necessary  to  subsist  the  army  on  the  surrounding 
country.  Large  droves  of  cattle  and  sheep  were  frequently 
brought  in  by  our  foraging  parties,  and,  with  plenty  of 
flour,  found  in  neighboring  mills,  the  men  were  well  sup- 
plied with  good  food. 

Finding  no  enemy  marching  down  the  valley  again,  the 
6th  Corps  moved  to  Front  Royal  Oct.  10,  and  two  days 
later  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  and  there  em- 
bark for  City  Point.  Arriving  near  Ashby’s  Gap,  the  col- 
umn was  halted  for  the  night.  Soon  after  going  into  camp 
orders  were  received  from  General  Sheridan  to  return  to 
Front  Royal  at  six  A.M.  next  day ; but  soon  after  another 
order  came  directing  us  to  march  at  once  to  Middletown, 
five  miles  north  of  Fisher’s  Hill,  where  we  arrived  that  day. 

The  enemy  had  gathered  their  scattered  troops,  and, 
with  reinforcements  from  Lee’s  army,  had  moved  down 
the  valley  and  again  were  posted  in  their  fortifications  at 
Fisher’s  Hill,  threatening  an  advance. 

The  6th  Corps  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the  16th,  and 
the  1st  Division,  now  under  Gen.  Frank  Wheaton,  held 
the  extreme  right  of  the  infantry  line,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  turnpike. 

The  enemy  had  made  demonstrations  on  portions  of  the 
line,  but  did  not  attack  it  until  the  morning  of  Oct.  19. 
General  Sheridan  was  then  absent  at  W inchester,  and  Gen. 
i W right,  of  the  6th  Corps,  iu  command  of  the  army. 
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A detachment  of  their  cavalry  was  sent  to  attack  the 
extreme  right,  in  front  of  Wheaton's  Division,  which  they 
<jcl  ah<»ut  tliree  P..M.  Rut  after  the  pickets  were  driven  a 
„hort  distance  the  movement  proved  to  be  only  a feint,  as 
ihe  main  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the  extreme  left.  At 
earlv  dawn,  while  the  8th  Corps  was  yet  sleeping,  the 
enemy  charged  impetuously,  driving  it  across  the  road  to  the 
rear  of  the  19th  Corps,  and  at  the  same  time  attacking  its 
front  and  flank,  and  in  less  time  than  it  can  be  written 
K-nt  both  commands  routed  and  broken  to  the  rear.  The 
121st,  with  its  division  and  corps,  was  moved  with  dispatch 
to  the  left,  and  placed  in  a commanding  position  to  stem 
the  tide  of  retreat.  A heavy  mist  at  that  early  hour  pre- 
vented the  enemy  froui  being  seen  until  we  were  nearly 
upon  them.  The  2d  Brigade,  then  under  Gen.  Hamlin, 
was  posted  on  an  elevation  and  directed  to  lie  down.  Here 
the  121st  received  a heavy  tire,  and  was  obliged  to  fall  back 
at  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

Having  retired  in  good  order  about  one  thousand  yards, 
the  regiment  supported  one  of  our  batteries,  which,  being 
charged  by  the  enemy  and  in  danger  of  capture,  was  saved 
from  them  only  by  having  our  men  rush  forward  and  draw 
the  pieces  back  by  hand.  It  was  evident  now  that  the 
retreat  could  not  be  stemmed,  for  the  8th  Corps  and  most 
of  the  19th  were  flying  in  disorder  to  the  rear;  and  the 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  coming  against  the  (Jth  Corps 
compelled  it  to  yield  its  ground.  As  fast  as  one  position 
was  lost  another  was  taken  farther  to  the  rear,  and  in 
this  way  the  battle  waged  until  about  one  r.M.,  when  Gen. 
Sheridan,  arriving  on  the  field,  soon  turned  the  tide  of  bat- 
tle in  our  favor.  The  force  of  the  enemy's  attack  now 
seemed  to  have  been  spent,  and  after  waiting  until  four 
I*. 51.  to  bring  up  refugees  from  the  rear,  and  also  a supply 
of  cartridges,  the  whole  line  made  a gallant  charge  upon 
the  enemy  posted  behind  stone  walls  in  our  front. 

Another  delay  was  caused  by  failure  to  bring  up  the 
ammunition  ; but.  finally,  as  the  infantry  saw  the  cavalry 
pressing  down  on  the  enemy’s  right,  they  rushed  forward 
with  scarcely  a round  of  cartridges,  and  driving  the  rebels 
from  their  second  stone  wall,  completely  routed  them,  and 
turned  their  victory  to  defeat.  A large  number  of  prisoners 
and  cannon  was  captured,  and  Early's  army  wits  never  able 
to  rally  from  this  crushing  blow.  The  121st  lost  47  killed 
and  wounded.  Capts.  Douw  and  Burrell,  the  only  two 
remaining  after  the  battles  in  front  of  Spottsvlvania,  were 
now  among  the  killed;  also,  Lieut.  Tucker,  Maj.  Galpin, 
and  Lieut.  Johnson  were  again  wounded.  Col.  Oleott  was 
tor  a time  in  command  of  the  brigade,  being  the  ranking 
officer. 

After  this  victory  it  became  evident  that  the  6th  Corps 
was  no  longer  needed  in  the  valley.  It  remained  in  the 
locality  of  Middletown,  however,  until  Dec.  9,  when  the 
121st,  with  its  corps,  returned  to  the  front  of  Retersburtr, 
occupying  a position  near  Yellow  Tavern.  Thenceforward, 
nntil  the  final  capture  of  Petersburg,  the  regiment  was 
active  in  strengthening  fortifications. 

During  the  campaign  of  18(54  the  losses  had  been  ex- 
tremely heavy  among  both  officers  and  men,  and  on  their 
return  to  Petersburg  but  four  line-officers  were  present  for 
duty,  and  four  others  were  iu  stall  service.  Many  worthy- 


promotions  occurred  during  that  period.  Lieuts.  Johnston 
and  ltedway  were  made  captains,  and  E.  C.  Weaver, 
Joseph  II.  Heath,  Eli  Oakes,  Horatio  N.  Duroe,  Georirc 
II.  Snell,  and  Langford  Burton  lieutenants.  In  addition 
to  the  list  of  killed,  several  officers  had  resigned,  viz. : 
Maj.  H.  M.  Galpin,  Assist. -Surg.  Holt,  Capts.  Casler  and 
Gorton,  and  Lieuts.  Foote  and  Adams.  All  of  these  re- 
signed on  account  of  wounds  received  iu  battle,  except 
Surg.  Ilolt,  who  was  in  ill  health. 

Only  2U0  enlisted  men  were  present  for  duty  on  return 
to  Petersburg,  but  before  the  first  of  the  following  April 
this  number  was  increased — by  the  return  of  convalescents 
and  wounded  men — to  275,  more  than  the  regiment  had 
attained  since  the  Spottsylvania  battles. 

Feb.  5 the  regiment,  with  its  corps,  marched  to  Hatcher’s 
Run,  and  for  three  days  remained  in  that  locality,  engaging 
in  battles  known  by  the  above  name,  and  losing  several 
valuable  men.  Col.  Alcott,  in  his  official  report  of  that 
engagement,  said,  “ Both  officers  and  men  deserve  great 
credit  for  not  being  influenced  by  the  panic,  which,  for  the 
time,  threatened  to  carry  everything  before  it.  " The  regi- 
ment returned  to  its  camp  Feb.  8,  and  thereafter  assisted 
in  strengthening  Fort  Fisher  and  other  important  defenses. 

Since  the  promotion  of  Gen.  Upton,  the  121st  had  been 
so  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  by  its  heavy  losses  which 
were  below  the  minimum  fixed  by  the  War  Department 
to  constitute  a regiment)  that  Lieut. -Col.  Oleott,  who  had 
been  commissioned  as  colonel,  was  unable  to  obtain  his  rank. 
Capt.  Cronkite,  who  had  succeeded  Maj.  Galpin,  was  now 
commissioned  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Capt.  Kidder  as 
major.  But  neither  of  these  officers  could  be  mustered  to  a 
higher  grade  until  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  were  increased 
in  numbers;  vigorous  efforts  were  therefore  made  to  fill 
the  regiment  and  again  enter  the  field  with  a strong  com- 
mand. They  were  unavailing,  however,  until  about  the 
1st  of  March,  when  application  was  renewed  to  the  sec- 
retary of  war  for  four  hundred  recruits.  This  application 
was  warmly  indorsed  by  Gen.  Mackenzie,  the  brigade  com- 
mander, and  the  division  commander.  General  Wharton, 
wrote  thereon,  “ I think  it  greatly  for  the  interest  of  ti  e 
division  that  the  121st  New  Y ork  Regiment  be  filled.  Its  ser- 
vices have  been  most  marked  and  conspicuous,  not  surpassed 
by  any  regiment  I can  name,  and  its  gallant  commander  D 
entitled  by  continuous  and  valuable  services  to  be  mustered 
as  colonel,  he  having  held  the  commission  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  has  frequently’  commanded  a brigade  in  battle, 
and  with  great  credit.”  Gen.  II.  G.  Wright,  commanding 
the  corps,  also  indorsed  it  as  follows:  "Respectfully  tor- 
warded,  with  urgent  request  that  recruits  or  drafted  men 
sufficient  to  fill  up  this  regiment  be  promptly  assigned  to  it. 
And  I hereby  indorse  all  that  is  said  by  Gens.  Mackenzie 
i and  Wheaton  in  regard  to  the  services  and  standing  ot  tic 
j regiment  and  the  merits  of  its  commander.  Reaching  Gen. 

| Meade,  he  forwarded  it  to  Washington,  with  these  w rd- : 
" It  is  cxprcial/i/  requested  that  this  regiment  ui  iy  be 
specially  designated  to  be  filled  up  bv  assignment  of  men 
to  its  ranks,  in  consideration  of  its  yuUnat  reputation  um 
the  distinguished  services  of  its  commander.  ’ 

W ith  this  valuable  paper  once  in  the  hands  of  the  -•  e- 
I rotary  of  war,  the  12 1st  commanded  his  early  attention. 
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and  a few  days  later  four  hundred  recruits  were  ordered 
to  the  regiment  from  Riker’s  island,  New  York  harbor. 

Many  other  promotions  were  made  while  in  front  of 
j Petersburg. 

Our  excellent  surgeon,  Slocum,  received  the  assistance  of 
James  P.  Kimball,  who  was  commissioned  in  place  of  Dr. 
Holt,  resigned.  Frank  E.  Lowe  was  promoted  to  adjutant, 
and  Scrgt.-Maj.  J.  L.  Morton,  and  Sergts.  Newborn,  Arm- 
strong, Thos.  J.  Hassett,  and  Philip  R.  Woodcock  were 
promoted  to  lieutenants.  Morris  (J.  Foote,  of  Cooperstown, 
was  also  commissioned  as  lieutenant.  Lieut.  E.  C.  Weaver 
resigned  on  account  of  illness,  and  Lieut.  Kelley  died  of 
disease. 

Drill,  picket  and  fatigue  duty  in  the  trenches  and  forts 
occupied  our  time,  but  we  were  always  in  readiness  for  bat- 
tle at  a moment’s  warning.  Nothing  unusual  occurred, 
however,  until,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  of  March 
25,  the  121st,  with  its  division,  was  aroused  by  heavy  mus- 
ketry and  artillery  tire  beyond  our  right,  and  in  front  of  the 
bill  Corps.  The  enemy  had  attacked  Fort  Steadman  in  the 
darkness  and  carried  it,  driving  the  Union  troops  moment- 
arily back  to  the  railroad.  They  rallied,  and  in  turn  charged 
them,  retaking  the  fort  just  before  the  121st  with  its  divi- 
sion arrived  in  support. 

We  then  returned  to  our  own  front,  and  immediately 
thereafter  the  whole  corps  was  ordered  to  advance  and 
threaten  an  attack.  The  2d  Brigade  was  on  the  right  of 
Fort  Fisher,  and  held  that  wing  of  the  corps,  while  the 
12 l*;t  was  on  the  extreme  right.  The  liue  advanced  in 
good  order,  receiving  a sharp  fire  from  the  enemy’s  skir- 
mishers, who  soon  fell  back  under  cover  of  their  forts. 
Their  guns  from  these  fortifications  opened  a tremendous 
fire  as  we  advanced,  doing  us  considerable  damage.  We 
pushed  forward,  however,  within  seven  hundred  yards  of 
their  forts,  and  in  an  open  field  were  ordered  to  halt 
and  lie  down.  Our  men  were  exposed  to  a galling  fire  of 
musketry  and  shells,  but  resolutely  held  their  ground,  not- 
withstanding a considerable  body  of  the  enemy  had  opened 
an  enfilading  fire  on  our  right.  About  sundown  our  line 
was  ordered  to  withdraw  a short  distance  and  again  lie 
down.  In  executing  this  movement,  Lieut.  Duroe  was  in- 
stantly killed,  but  his  brave  men,  seizing  his  lifeless  body, 
carried  it  to  a place  of  safety.  Our  new  position  was  now  on 
an  elevation  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  rifle-pits 
from  which  we  had  driven  their  pickets,  and  the  men  were 
lying  down  tor  protection  from  the  enemy,  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  turn  our  exposed  right  flank.  Lieut. -Col. 
Cron  kite,  then  in  command,  ordered  the  two  companies  ou 
tin;  right  of  the  regiment  to  change  front  and  open  fire  on 
them,  forcing  them  to  retire.  Several  of  the  men  were 
Wounded  in  this  engagement ; besides,  the  leader's  horse  was 
shot  under  him.  After  dark  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
return  to  its  encampment,  where  it  remained  until  the  fiual 
charge  in  trout  ot  Petersburg,  April  2. 

Soon  alter  midnight,  April  2,  the  121st,  with  its  brigade 
and  corps,  mu  tiled  all  their  trappings  and  noiselessly  tiled 
out.-ide  of  our  rifle-pits  in  front  of  Fort  Fisher.  The  corps 
formed  column  by  brigades  in  rc/nlon , just  inside  our  picket 
line,  lying  down  as  soon  as  in  position.  The  night  was 
dark,  and.  although  the  enemy  s pickets  were  not  over  two 


hundred  yards  distant,  they  did  not  hear  us.  The  brigade 
formed  in  two  lines,  the  121st  being  on  the  right  of  the 
second.  Just  before  daylight  the  order  came,  and  the  regi- 
ment, with  the  whole  line,  moved  rapidly  forward,  main- 
taining its  formation  until  within  about  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  works,  when  our  front  moved  by  the  left  flank,  and 
then  forward  again.  This,  together  with  the  darkness  and 
nature  of  the  ground,  somewhat  divided  the  regiment, — the 
colors  and  left  wing  entering  the  enemy’s  works  farther  to 
the  left  than  was  intended.  Successful  in  the  charge,  the 
121st  captured  two  guns,  one  of  which  was  loaded  and 
turned  upon  the  enemy  by  Sergt.  Rcdford  M.  Dustin,  of 
Co.  G.  The  regiment  also  captured  about  2l)0  prisoners. 
About  noon  the  121st,  with  its  brigade,  was  ordered  to  the 
support  of  the  9th  Corps  on  the  right,  and  placed  in  the 
first  line  of  works  taken  from  the  enemy  in  front  of  Fort 
Sedgwick.  Before  dawn  on  the  following  day  it  was  or- 
dered forward  to  skirmish,  and,  nearing  Petersburg,  Col. 
Oleott  ordered  Lieut. -Col.  Cronkite,  with  two  companies,  to 
go  rapidly  forward  and  hoist  our  colors  in  the  town.  Thus 
the  flag  of  the  121st  was  the  second  Union  banner  that 
waved  over  that  deserted  city,  a regiment  of  the  9th  Corps 
having  entered  farther  to  the  right  and  a few  yards  in  ad- 
vance of  us.  Our  casualties  in  this  engagement  were  1 
killed  and  11  wounded. 

After  remaining  here  a short  time  we  marched  back  to 
our  old  encampment,  distant  about  two  miles,  to  get  our 
knapsacks,  which  had  been  left  under  a guard.  Arriving 
here,  the  men  were  ordered  to  prepare  coffee,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter,  joining  the  Gth  Corps,  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Jetersville  to  overtake  Lee. 

April  6 we  came  up  with  his  army',  which  was  strongly' 
posted  on  a wooded  bluff,  with  a sluggish  stream  at  its  base, 
and  over  its  summit  a road  along  which  the  rebel  trains  were 
obliged  to  pass  in  their  retreat.  Of  this  battle,  Col.  Oleott, 
in  his  official  report,  said, — 

“The  brigade  being  in  two  lines,  the  121st  formed  the 
right  and  the  95th  Pennsylvania  the  left  of  the  first  liue, 
the  command  of  which  was  assigned  to  me,  leaving  Lieut.- 
Col.  Cronkite  in  command  of  the  121st.  About  four  p..u. 
the  line  advanced  across  Sailor’s  creek,  and  then  halted  for 
a few  moments  to  reform,  as  the  creek  was  deep  and  difficult 
of  passage.  After  which  they  charged  to  the  top  of  the 
crest,  and  meeting  a deadly  volley  the  men  threw  them- 
selves on  the  ground  and  opened  fire.  I instantly  ordered 
the  line  to  charge.  They  advanced  some  distance,  when, 
observing  the  right  of  the  brigade  was  exposed,  the  121st 
was  ordered  to  change  front  to  the  right  along  the  road. 
This  regiment  having  checked  the  enemy,  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  get  into  the  rear  of  the  brigade,  was  again 
ordered  to  charge,  which  it  did,  driving  the  enemy  in  cotifu- 
| sion,  capturing  Gen.  Custis  Lee,  and  several  other  officers  of 
high  rank,  together  with  two  stands  of  colors. 

“Gen.  Lee  was  captured  by  private  II.  Hawthorn,  of  Co. 
i F,  the  proof  of  which,  there  having  been  some  controversy 
about  the  matter,  accompanies  this  report,  and  is  marked 
A.  It  was  near  the  road  mentioned  that  the  brave  Capt. 
Howland  was  killed.  Lieut*.  Morton  was  also  among  the 
slain.  The  casualties  in  the  engagement  were  2 officers 
I and  7 enlisted  uieu  killed,  and  1 officer  and  12  enlisted 
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m>-n  wounded;  aggregate  killed  and  wounded,  22.  The 
officers  of  the  command,  without  exception,  displayed  great 
•rdlantry,  particularly  Lieut. -Col.  Cronkite,  Maj.  Kidder, 
CapLs.  Jackson,  Johnson,  and  Vanscoy,  Lieut.  Hassett,  and 
Vlj.  Lowe.  The  regiment  captured  at  lexst  five  huudrcd 
prisoners.’ 

Reyond  slight  skirmishing,  this  was  the  last  and  crown- 
ing battle  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

The  121st  had  now  nearly  completed  its  term  of  service 
(.'5  years),  and  none  could  ever  charge  it  with  violating  its 
trust,  or  dishonoring  its  State. 

The  four  hundred  recruits  which  were  ordered  to  the 
regiment  were  dilatory  in  reaching  it ; therefore  the  field- 
officers  who  had  been  promoted  during  the  winter  were 
unable  to  muster  until  some  time  after  Lee’s  surrender. 
They  joined  the  regiment,  however,  April  IS,  at  Burkesville, 
when  Col.  Olcott  and  Lieut. -Col.  Kidder  were  duly  mus- 
tered to  the  rank  to  which  they  had  been  commissioned, 
Lieut.-Col.  Cronkite  resigning  that  office  in  favor  of  Maj. 
Kidder. 

From  Burkesville,  the  regiment  marched  with  its  corps 
past  Fredericksburg  to  Alexandria,  and  went  into  camp 
about  three  miles  from  Long  bridge.  During  one  of  the 
hottest  days  in  June,  it,  with  its  corps,  was  reviewed  in 
Washington,  and  June  25  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
The  men  proceeded  at  onc.e.  to  Albany,  where  they  received 
their  final  pay  July  G,  and  then  disbanded,  returning  to 
the  duties  of  peaceful  citizens. 

The  report  of  the  adjutant-general  of  New  York  shows 
that  the  121st  lost  7 captains,  8 first  lieutenants,  and  2 
second  lieutenants,  killed — a total  of  17  officers  killed.  No 
other  infantry  regiment  from  this  State  shows  so  heavy  a 
death-roll. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  in  so  large  an  organization, 
comprised  of  persons  from  all  classes  of  society,  that  no  bad 
men  were  among  the  number,  nor  that  deserters  were  not 
occasionally  found  among  those  who  had  taken  a solemn 
oath  to  defend  the  nation  in  its  hour  of  peril;  for  this  is 
only  too  true.  But,  as  a whole,  the  members  of  this  regi- 
ment will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  similar  com- 
mand, and  can  listen  to  the  recital  of  their  war  record,  not 
with  a blush  of  shame,  but  with  patriotic  pride.  For  those 
who  were  disloyal  to  their  trust  we  have  no  word  of  cen- 
sure, but  the  greatest  charity,  hoping  that  they  have  since 
reformed,  and  may  be  found  among  the  strong  supporters 
of  our  country. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

Sketch  of  tho  1 52d  Regiment — List  of  the  Members  of  the  Regi- 
ment from  Otsego  County.* 

On  July  1,  1SG2,  the  president  of  the  United  States 
issued  a call  for  300,000  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years 
unless  sooner  discharged,  and  on  Aug.  4,  18G2,  he  issued 
another  call  for  300,000  men  to  serve  for  nine  months,  and 
to  be  raised  by  a draft,  unless  a sufficient  number  of  volun- 


* Jiy  Stc|ihcu  Holden,  Co.  it. 


tcers  were  obtained  within  a specified  time.  Shortly  after 
the  first  of  these  calls  was  issued,  the  governor  of  New 
York,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  one  full  regiment  from  each 
of  the  thirty-two  senate  districts  of  the  State  would  nearlv 
fill  New  York’s  quota  under  that  call,  made  arrangements 
for  raising  a regiment  in  each  senate  district.  The  twen- 
tieth senatorial  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Otsego  and  Herkimer,  and  a recruiting  camp  for  it  was 
established  near  the  site  of  Fort  Schuyler,  of  Revolutionary 
memory,  across  the  Mohawk  from  the  village  of  Herkimer, 
and  called  Camp  Schuyler.  In  this  camp  the  121st  Re-A- 
ment was  organized  and  mustered  into  the  service,  pursuant 
to  the  call  of  July  1.  In  the  mean  time  the  call  of  Au_\ 
4 had  been  issued,  and  it  was  arranged  that  enlistments 
for  three  years  should  go  on,  and  the  States  should  get  a 
proportionate  credit  on  the  call  for  nine  months’  men  f>r 
all  three  years'  men  enlisted  after  filling  the  quota  under 
the  previous  call.  The  121st  was  mustered  Aug.  23, 1 8G2. 
a maximum  regiment,  leaving  men  enough  to  form  a con- 
siderable part  of  a company,  for  whom  there  was  not  room 
in  the  regiment.  These  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  152d 
Regiment,  which  was,  like  the  121st,  raised  in  the  twent:  ;h 
senatorial  district,  and  brought  together  and  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Camp  Schuyler  for  three  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged.  While  recruiting  was  going  on  the  defeat  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Pope,  near  Manas- 
sas, by  destroying  the  hope  of  a speedy  suppression  of  the 
rebellion,  rendered  it  more  difficult  to  induce  men  to  enlist, 
so  that  even  the  minimum  number  of  men  required  to  form 
a regiment  could  hardly  be  obtained,  and  the  muster-in 
rolls  show  that  a few  men  were  counted  twice,  being  lent  to 
companies  which  lacked  men,  after  they  had  been  mustered 
in  the  companies  to  which  they  belonged.  Of  the 
men  of  which  the  regiment  at  the  outset  was  comp-  sed. 
there  were  probably  200  who,  owing  to  age  and  un-  un  i- 
ness,  were  not  well  fitted  to  endure  the  lung  marches  and 
other  hardships  which  awraited  them.  Most  of  these  m-n 
became  separated  from  the  regiment  before  it  took  par:  in 
any  battle;  but  for  the  service  of  the  first  three  months,  in 
the  construction  of  fortifications,  they  were  worth  m re 
than  the  youngsters,  who  constitute  the  best  class  for  the 
movements  of  the  field. 

The  regiment  saw  something  of  soldier  life  at  Camp 
Schuyler,  living  in  barracks,  drilling,  doing  guard  duty, 
and  being  fed  by  a contractor;  but  a wise  liberality  in  the 
matter  of  furloughs,  allowed  such  as  desired  it  to  revisit 
their  homes  until  the  arrangements  were  completed  t"r  the 
muster  of  the  regiment-  into  the  service  of  the  Lnit.d 
States.  This  event  took  place  on  Oct.  15,  18G2.  and  then 
followed  a few  busy  days,  during  which  the  little  m nt-y 
which  had  been  paid  for  bounties  was  properly  or  improper. y 
disposed  of,  and  the  preparations  were  completed  for  depar- 
ture for  the  scene  of  action. 

On  Tuesday,  Oct.  21,  1802,  the  152d  took  the  ear'  at 
Herkimer,  in  the  presence  of  a great  concourse  of  J 
•lathered  to  witness  the  departure  of  friends  for  an  unki  wn 
destination,  but  to  a known  service,  which  did  nut  pr  m - 
the  return  of  all  who  entered  it.  Deep  emotion  perv. -red 
the  assembly. 

As  tho  regiment  proceeded  towards  the  theatre  ••(  war. 
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each  change  of  cars  marked  sensibly  the  approach  to  a life 
of  hardship  and  danger.  From  Herkimer  to  Albany  it 
had  the  usual  elegant  passenger-cars  of  the  New  ^ ork 
Central  railroad;  from  Albany  to  New  \ork,  cars  ot  the 
same  sort,  but  old  and  worn;  from  New  York  to  Philadel- 
phia, uncushioned,  second-class  passenger-cars;  and  from 
Philadelphia  onward,  box  and  platform  freight-cars.  The 
journey  was  tedious,  but  at  New  York  there  was  a taste  of 
city  life  at  the  Park  barracks  ; on  the  passage  to  Amboy, 
across  New  York  bay,  the  tossing  waves  and  the  first  sniff 
of  ocean’s  breeze  brought  a brief  exhilaration  to  a body  of 
inland  men.  At  Philadelphia  the  hospitalities  dispensed 
through  the  cooper-shop  on  Otsego  street  won  all  hearts; 
at  Baltimore  there  were  lodgings  on  a cobble-stone  pave- 
ment, and  visits  to  the  hospitals  tilled  with  the  wounded 
from  South  Mountain  and  Antiotam.  By  a journey  of 
more  than  four  days  the  152d  reached  Washington,  Sat- 
urday night,  Oct.  25,  1 SG2,  and  remained  there  until  the 
following  Monday,  when  the  mystery  of  its  destination  was 
cleared  up,  and  it  was  marched  through  Georgetown  and 
up  the  Potomac  to  Chain  bridge,  and  across  the  bridge  to 
a camping-ground  near  Fort  Marcy,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Potomac.  Here  a camp  was  formed,  huts  for  winter 
constructed,  and  here  the  regiment  remained  from  Oct.  27, 
1862,  until  Feb.  12,  1863.  It  formed  part  of  a provisional 
division  commanded  by  Brig. -Gen.  Abercrombie,  and  of  a 
brigade  composed  of  the  118th,  152d,  and  169th  New  York 
Regiments,  and  part  of  the  4th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 
The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Col.  Clarence  Buell,  of  the 
169th.  Fort  Marcy  was  in  the  circuit  of  the  fortifications 
of  Washington,  and  the  152d  had  for  its  main  business, 
while  at  this  camp,  to  work  on  the  fortifications ; this  was  a 
duty  not  calculated  to  gratify  a desire  for  military  glory,  but 
it  was  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  the  cause  for 
which  battles  were  fought.  These  were  the  works  which 
defended  Washington  from  Gen.  Early’s  force  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1864,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  regiment  .added 
more  to  the  strength  of  the  fortifications  in  the  same  length 
of  time  than  did  the  152d.  It  was  equally  efficient  in  the 
business  of  cutting  the  timber  which  might  afford  cover  to 
an  approaching  enemy.  These  labors  necessarily  kept  the 
regiment  from  drilling  to  any  great  extent,  but  it  had  to 
help  maintain  a line  of  pickets  which  extended  from  the 
Potomac  through  the  little  village  of  Langley,  in  the 
direction  of  Falls  Church.  The  picketing,  as  well  as  the 
rest  of  the  duty  at  this  station,  was  sufficiently  peaceful. 
The  only  serious  alarm  was  on  the  night  of  Sunday,  Dec. 
28,  1862,  when  the  long  roll  was  sounded  at  Miner's  Hill, 
and  the  152d  spent  the  night  in  the  trenches,  waiting  for 
an  enemy  who  did  not  come.  It  was  understood  that  the 
alarm  was  caused  by  a cavalry  raid. 

On  Feb.  12,  1863,  the  152d,  except  Co.  C,  left  its 
camp  near  Fort  Marcy  and  proceeded  to  Washington, 
and  established  its  headquarters  at  Carroll  Hill  barracks, 
on  New  Jersey  avenue,  south  of  the  Capitol.  The  regi- 
ment was  distributed  about  the  city  for  guard  duty. 
Guards  were  required  at  each  general  hospital,  the  rail- 
road depot,  the  steamboat-landing,  the  public  buildings, 
and  other  places.  There  were  always  a few  men  left  at 
Carroll  Hill,  and  the  drilling  of  squads  was  carried  on  to 


some  extent.  The  152d  had  an  easy  and  pleasant  life  at 
Washington.  Congress  was  in  session  until  March  4,  and 
there  were  a thousand  other  places  of  interest  to  visit.  It 
was  expected  that  the  coming  of  spring  would  put  an  end 
to  this  life  of  ease,  and  accordingly  on  April  22, 1863,  the 
regiment,  Co.  C having  rejoined  it,  embarked  on  the  Po- 
tomac and  proceeded  by  water  to  Norfolk,  and  thence  by 
rail  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  where  it  arrived  on  the  23d.  Gen. 
Longstreet  was  at  that  time  threatening  Suffolk  with  a large 
rebel  force,  and  it  was  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  reinforce 
the  Union  troops  there  in  order  to  prevent  the  capture  of 
the  place.  Maj.  Gen.  Peck  was  in  command  at  Suffolk, 
but  was  subject  to  the  orders  of  Maj. -Gen.  Dix,  whose 
headquarters  were  at  Norfolk.  From  Norfolk  to  Suffolk 
the  railroad  passed  through  the  great  Dismal  Swamp,  cele- 
brated in  song  and  story.  Suffolk  was  rather  a fine  place, 
and  the  surrounding  country  interesting.  Here  the  cypress 
and  magnolia  abound,  and  here  the  152d  reached  the  most 
southerly  point  of  its  travels.  Upon  its  arrival  at  Suffolk, 
it  found  itself,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  midst  of  preparations 
for  battle.  Picket-firing  and  cannonading  were  heard  at  in- 
tervals. On  April  24,  the  day  after  its  arrival  at  Suffolk, 
the  152d  was  under  arms  and  marched  to  the  field,  where 
it  heard  pretty  sharp  firing,  but  did  not  participate;  and  it 
had  a like  experience  on  5 1 ay  1,  and  again  on  May  3,  which 
was  Sunday.  On  the  latter  occasion  the  152d  marched 
through  Suffolk  and  rested  near  the  bank  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  throughout  the  day,  watching  the  movements  of 
troops  in  the  distance.  In  the  mean  time  Gen.  Longstreet 
had  goue  with  his  corps  to  co-operate  against  Gen.  Hooker, 
at  Chancellorsville,  and  it  seemed  as  if  so  large  a force  as  was 
gathered  at  Suffolk  ought  have  undertaken  to  do  something 
more  than  hold  the  place,  and  that  Longstreet  ought  to  have 
been  compelled  to  fight  a battle  before  his  departure.  The 
152d  had  a deeper  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  failure 
to  strike  a blow  at  Suffolk,  upon  hearing  of  the  great  loss 
sustained  by  the  1 2 1st  at  Salem  Church,  on  May  3,  for 
many  had  brothers  in  that  regiment,  and  nearly  all  had 
friends. 

From  May  3 to  13,  1863,  the  152d  was  engaged  in 
scouring  the  country  about  Suffolk,  leveling  the  enemy’s 
earthworks,  picketing,  and  drilling.  On  the  13th  it  started 
on  its  first  expedition  to  the  Black  water;  on  the  14th  it 
was  in  sight  and  hearing  of  a slight  skirmish,  but  was  not 
under  fire;  and  in  the  night  of  the  14th  it  advanced  to 
Cassville  ; on  the  15th  there  was  skirmishing  by  some  other 
part  of  the  Union  forces.  At  this  time  the  152d,  the  11th 
Rhode  Island,  26th  Michigan,  and  167th  Pennsylvania 
formed  a brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.-Gen.  Hezekiah  B. 
Terry,  of  Michigan.  The  167th  Pennsylvania  was  com- 
posed of  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  who  spoke  English  with 
great  difficulty.  On  May  20,  the  152d  was  at  Deserted 
House,  and  on  the  night  of  the  26th  it  arrived  again  at 
I Suffolk.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  cover  a force 
I of  laborers  who  were  engaged  in  taking  up  the  rails  of  the 
| Seaboard  and  Roanoke  and  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  rail- 
| roads.  About  thirty  miles  of  track  were  taken  up.  The 
j enemy  hung  upon  the  rear  of  the  Union  troops,  as  they 
| gradually  withdrew  towards  Suffolk.  In  June,  1861),  the 
I 152d  went  on  a second  expedition  to  the  Blackwater.  The 
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was  j.roUabl y to  ascertain  the  rebel  strength  in  that 
jM«  r.  with  a view  to  determine  how  many  troops  could 
t,  withdrawn  from  Suffolk  with  safety.  Life  on  the  burn- 
• • sands,  in  the  hot  season,  was  not  exactly  pleasant.  Many 
, re  siek,  and  more  were  discontented.  It  was  here  that 
,i  .•  idea  became  prevalent  that  the  152d  was  a nine  months’ 
-intent,  although  every  man  knew  he  had  enlisted  for 
ti  rev  years.  But  rumor,  which  could  be  traced  to  no  re- 
liable source,  ruled  the  minds  of  the  majority,  until  the 
Ltjse  of  time  convinced  them  of  the  error. 

On  Friday,  June  19,  1SG3,  the  152d  left  Suffolk  and 
proceeded  by  rail  to  Norfolk,  and  thence  by  steamer  to 
Vi.rktown,  where  it  arr  ived  the  next  da}'.  It  was  a grate- 
ful change,  especially  for  the  sick.  York  river  is  an  arm 
.if  the  sea.  and  the  new  camp  was  placed  upon  a bluff 
where  the  sea  breeze  was  felt  daily,  and  brought  relief  to 
the  sufferers  from  the  almost  tropical  heats  of  Suffolk.  The 
Met  remained  at  this  camp  while  the  regiment  marched  to 
White  House  Landing  and  towards  Bottom’s  bridge,  form- 
ing part  of  a force  under  Maj.-Gen.  Keyes,  intending  to 
make  a demonstration  against  Richmond,  while  the  main 
army  of  the  Rebellion  was  engaged  at  Gettysburg.  Con- 
valescents from  the  camp  at  Yorktown  were  sent  up  to 
White  House  Landing  by  steamer  to  rejoin  the  regiment. 
At  the  latter  place  a second  hospital  camp  had  been  formed 
fur  those  who  had  become  disabled  on  the  march.  On 
.July  6,  Gen.  Keyes’  artillery  fired  a few  guns,  but  there 
was  no  battle,  and  the  demonstration  against  Richmond  came 
to  an  end.  On  July  8,  1S63,  the  152d  started  from  Balti- 
more Store  on  its  return  march  for  Yorktown.  The  rain 
fell  in  torrents,  so  that  there  was  standing  water  of  consid- 
erable depth  all  over  the  ground,  and  at  the  very  wettest 
time  the  regiment  was  halted  to  hear  the  news  from  Get- 
tysburg and  Vicksburg.  The  rejoicing,  however,  was  not 
dampened.  Caps  went  into  air  to  fall  into  the  water,  and 
the  men  for  a time  forgot  that  they  were  in  the  act  of 
abandoning  a fruitless  movement.  That  was  a hard  day’s 
march  of  twenty-one  miles.  The  rain  made  the  ground 
slippery,  and  many  were  weak  from  the  effects  of  the  climate 
at  Suffolk.  At  the  close  of  the  second  day  the  regiment 
halted  at  Williamsburg,  the  capital  of  Virginia  down  to 
1779,  and  one  of  the  first  settled  places  in  the  United 
States.  William  and  Mary  college  was  then  rootless,  and 
the  brick  buildings  of  the  town  looked  as  if  they  might 
have  stood  from  the  time  of  Pocahontas.  The  distance 
from  Will  iamsburg  to  Yorktown  is  fourteen  miles,  and  it 
was  marched  by  the  152d  on  the  morning  of  July  10 
vithout  a halt.  That  was  the  hottest  of  marches.  Feet 
were  blistered  and  bodies  were  scalded  where  they  felt  the 
weight  of  knapsack  or  haversack.  In  the  afternoon  every- 
body went  into  York  river,  and  the  bathers  could  be  seen 
along  tire  shore  for  miles.  On  July  11,  1803,  the  152d 
|,N'k  final  leave  of  the  scene  of  Cornwallis’  surrender,  and 
proceeded  to  Washington  on  two  transports.  Stedinnn,  of 
’ H,  fell  into  York  river  from  the  forward  vessel,  and 
" l-.  saved  by  a rope  thrown  to  him  from  the  other.  The 
di  stillation  of  the  regiment  was  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
thi  n near  Frederick,  Aid.,  but  a violent  rain  broke  up  the 
railroad  near  the  Relay  House,  and  caused  a temporary  de- 
at  Washington.  At  this  juucture  the  riots  in 


New  Yrork  broke  out,  and  on  July  14,  1803,  the  152d 
started  for  that  place.  It  arrived  just  at  night  on  the  10th, 
and  marched  up  Broadway,  which  the  ruin  had  made  slip- 
pery, as  far  as  Broome  street,  and,  not  getting  admission 
there,  returned  to  Park  barracks,  got  supper,  and  went  to 
rest  for  the  night.  The  men  had  barely  got  to  sleep  when 
they  were  awakened  and  ordered  to  put  on  all  their  equip- 
ments.  They  marched  up  to  Bleecker  street,  and  then  to 
St.  Philip’s  church,  on  Mulberry  street,  where  they  went  to 
rest  on  pew-cushions.  At  about  two  A.JI.  a part  of  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  out  in  light  marching  order,  and  was 
engaged  in  making  arrests  of  rioters  until  daylight.  The 
152d  remained  in  and  about  New  Y’ork  until  Oct.  14. 

Among  the  stations  occupied  by  the  regiment,  or  some 
part  of  it,  are  David’s  island,  No.  55  Worth  street,  Stuy- 
vesant  Park,  Fort  Greene,  Brooklyn,  Capt.  Duffy’s  office,  on 
Broome  street.  The  duties  were  various.  The  regiment, 
except  two  companies,  made  a trip  to  Schenectady  to  attend 
a riot  there.  At  David’s  island  the  duty  was  to  guard 
rebels  who  had  been  wounded  at  Gettysburg  ; at  55  Worth 
street  to  defend  public  property ; at  Broome  street  to  take 
charge  of  recruits.  The  life  in  New  York  was  not  alto- 
gether satisfactory  to  the  152d.  It  was  fed  by  a contractor 
named  Walker,  in  a manner  that  was  a disgrace  to  the 
country  in  which  it  took  place.  Sleeping  as  close  as  men 
could  lie  on  the  floor  in  the  upper  stories  of  city  buildings 
in  the  hot  season  was  another  grievance.  The  bright  spot 
in  New  York  was  Stuyvesant  Park.  The  park  itself  was 
given  up  to  the  regiment  for  a camp.  The  fountain  was 
turned  to  useful  purposes.  The  Friends’  seminary  was 
used  for  a regimental  hospital,  and  some  members  of  the 
Friends’  society  living  in  the  vicinity  conferred  many  valu- 
able favors  upon  the  regiment. 

The  152d  left  New  York  on  Oct,  14,  1SG3,  and  arrived 
at  Fairfax  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  railroad, 
on  the  15th,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  becom- 
ing a part  of  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  2d  Division  of  the  2d 
Army  Corps,  and  putting  on  the  white  trefoil  for  its  badge. 
The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  1st  Minnesota, 
15th  Massachusetts,  S2d  New  York,  and  19th  Maine. 
Col.  Dewitt  C.  Baxter,  of  the  72d  Pennsylvania,  com- 
manded the  brigade,  Brig. -Gen.  Alexander  S.  Webb  the 
division,  Maj.-Gen.  Governeur  Iv.  Warren  the  corps,  and 
Maj.-Gen.  George  G.  Meade  the  army.  The  Army  of  the 
Potomac  had  just  retired  before  the  enemy  from  Culpeper 
to  Manassas.  The  movement  was  a race  for  position,  and 
ended  in  the  battle  of  Bristoc  Station,  fought  Oct.  14,  in 
which  the  2d  Corps  won  a brilliant  victory. 

On  Oct.  17  the  152d  marched  by  way  of  Fairfax  Court- 
House  and  Centreville,  and  halted  not  far  from  Bull  Run, 
and  rested  all  the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday.  On  the 
19th  the  army  moved,  and  the  152d  crossed  Bull  Run  by 
its  first  ponton-bridge,  which  had  but  one  ponton,  placed  in 
the  middle  of  the  stream.  The  main  incident  of  the  march 
was  at  the  fording  of  Broad  run,  at  Milford,  whore  the 
adjutant's  horse  threw  him  backward  into  the  water.  On 
the  20th  Broad  run  was  forded  three  times  and  Kettle  run 
once.  The  152d  remained  at  Auburn,  on  Kettle  run.  fi  r 
two  days,  and  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  23  moved  about 
four  miles,  to  a place  near  Warrenton,  and  halted  upon  a 
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knoll.  On  the  2 1th  "round  was  taken  for  a camp.  The 
situation  was  fine.  The  division  occupied  a basin  through 
which  ran  a fine  brook,  and  at  night  the  entire  landscape 
was  dotted  with  camp-fires.  On  Oct.  30  the  152d  and  the 
rest  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  out  to  witness  the  execution 
of  a deserter.  The  152d  remained  at  this  camp  until  Nov. 

7.  Drilling  was  the  chief  business.  Col.  Baxter  was  a 
good  drill  officer,  and  the  regiment  was  in  need  of  his  in- 
struction.  The  running  blackberry-vines  frequently  caused 
men  who  were  marching  at  double-quick  to  execute  move- 
ments not  laid  down  in  the  tactics.  The  121st  was  also 
near  Warrenton,  and  here  commenced  the  visiting  between 
the  two  regiments,  which  was  kept  up,  as  opportunity 
offered,  while  both  remained  in  the  service. 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  7,  1863,  the  army  moved  on  the 
Rappahannock.  The  152d  went  by  way  of  Warrenton 
Junction,  and  at  night  reached  the  river,  having  marched 
twenty-five  miles  in  heavy  marching  order.  This  was  one 
of  the  longest  day’s  marches  ever  made  by  the  regiment. 
The  6th  Corps  moved  by  a shorter  route,  and  surprised 
the  enemy  at  Rappahannock  Station,  and  gained  a brilliant 
victory,  with  small  loss.  On  the  8th  the  152d  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  at  Kelly’s  Ford,  by  a ponton-bridge,  and 
advanced  cautiously  with  frequent  halts.  It  heard  firing, 
but  saw  no  fighting.  It  passed  several  of  the  enemy’s  de- 
serted camps,  and  saw  some  small. squads  of  prisoners.  On 
the  9th  it  did  not  move,  but  ou  the  10th  it  moved  about 
three  miles,  and  settled  down  in  a rebel  camp  in  the  woods 
south  of  Brandy  Station,  in  Culpeper  county,  in  sight  of 
the  Blue  Ridge.  Nov.  18,  Gen.  Warren  had  a corps  review, 
and  the  152d  first  saw  the  entire  corps.  The  next  move  of 
the  152d  was  on  the  celebrated  Mine  Run  expedition.  Ou 
Nov.  25  the  regiment  marched  out  a short  distance  and 
returned  to  camp,  owing  to  some  failure  of  preparation  or 
change  of  plan.  On  the  26th  it  was  put  in  motion  again, 
and  after  marching  a few  miles,  halted  to  hear  the  news  of 
Hooker’s  “battle  above  the  clouds”  at  Lookout  Mountain. 

It  crossed  the  Rapidan  in  course  of  the  day.  On  the  27th 
there  was  some  skirmishing,  but  the  152d  was  not  engaged, 
although  the  enemy’s  bullets  whistled  thick  about  it  and 
took  one  file  out  of  Co.  II.  Steerc,  front  rank,  got  a flesh 
wound  through  the  arm,  afid  Davis,  rear  rank,  was  hit  near 
the  waist-belt  and  knocked  down,  but  not  injured.  On 
Sunday,  Nov.  29,  1863,  the  2d  Corps  marched  into  an 
open  field  on  a side  hill,  where  there  was  a tannery.  On 
the  crest  of  the  hill  appeared  the  enemy's  breastworks,  ap- 
parently very  strong,  and  men  moving  about  in  them  could 
be  distinctly  seen.  The  design  was  to  storm  that  position. 
Knapsacks  were  stacked  preparatory  to  a charge.  The 
men  of  the  152d,  not  having  been  in  battle,  looked  upon 
the  prospect  before  them  as  upon  any  other  prospect  of 
meeting  the  enemy  The  veterans  of  the  other  regiments 
knew  that  it  would  be  a desperate  undertaking,  and  were 
filled  with  dread.  Gen.  Warren  came  to  the  same  conelu-  I 
sion,  and  persuaded  Gen.  Meade  to  give  up  the  design.  A 
cold,  piercing  wind  was  blowing,  and  the  men  of  the  l.V2d  j 
got  dried  ludes  from  the  tannery,  and  sat  upon  one-half,  ] 
turning  up  the  other  half  towards  the  wind.  It  was  under-  ! 
stood  that  the  Mine  Run  expedition  failed  because  the  I 
most  advanced  corps  missed  its  way,  and  thus  gave  the  I 


enemy  time  to  make  preparations  and  prevented  the  in- 
tended surprise. 

On  the  evening  of  Nov.  30,  the  152d  started  on  its  re- 
turn to  its  old  position.  The  night  was  very  cold,  the  men 
had  had  scarcely  any  sleep  for  several  nights.  Halts  were 
frequent,  as  is  generally  the  case  when  a column  is  first 
started.  At  each  halt,  the  men  being  warm  from  marching, 
would  fall  asleep  at  once,  and  sleep  until  awakened  by  the 
cold.  Some  even  fell  asleep  while  marching.  Many  strag- 
gled. That  march  continued,  with  but  one  brief  halt, 
through  the  night  and  the  following  day  and  far  into  the 
next  night  before  the  camp  was  reached.  The  regiment  re- 
mained a few  days  at  its  old  camp,  and  on  Dec.  7,  1S63, 
took  up  a new  position  on  the  top)  of  Cole’s  Hill,  where  it 
went  into  winter-quarters,  and  remained  until  May  3 follow- 
ing, a period  of  nearly  five  months.  This  was  an  admirable 
position,  overlooking  the  great,  plain  of  Culpeper;  the  dis- 
tance to  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridge  was  probably  twenty 
miles.  It  is  estimated  that  sixty  miles  in  length  of  the 
ridge  was  visible  in  clear  weather.  Its  appearance  was 
ever  varying  with  the  changes  of  the  atmospheric  conditions 
which  caused  the  blueness.  Often,  in  cloudy  weather,  there 
was  no  Blue  Ridge  in  sight.  Sometimes  it  could  scarcely 
be  told  where  mountain  ended  and  cloud  began.  Wtten  a 
fall  of  snow  made  objects  distinct,  the  mountain-sides  seemed 
to  have  approached  to  half  their  distance.  The  winter  was 
well  spent.  The  regiment  was  drilled  so  that  its  appearance 
would  attract  favorable  notice  even  in  that  army  of  veterans. 
Fatigue  duty  was  not  burdensome.  Fuel,  of  course,  had 
to  be  procured,  and  a corduroy  road  maintained  by  the 
corps  through  the  swamp  which  lay  between  the  camp  and 
Brandy  Station.  The  division  maintained  a line  of  pickets 
along  the  Rapidan,  which  were  changed  once  in  three  days  ; 
but  the  picketing  afforded  a pleasant  relief  from  the  mo- 
notony of  camp-life.  Men  of  different  regiments  were 
brought  together,  and  new  acquaintances  formed.  The  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  could  be  endured  for  two  hours  at 
a time.  Now  and  them  a picket  shanty  would  burn  up, 
but  pine  brush  was  plenty,  and  a new  shelter  would  replace 
the  old  in  a few  hours.  There  was  leisure  for  reading  and 
study,  and  the  desire  far  improvement  was  universal.  There 
were  many  for  whom  the  common  school  had  done  and 
could  do  nothing,  who  learned  in  the  army  to  value  learn- 
ing, and  there  acquired  its  rudiments. 

These  peaceful  pursuits  had  one  interruption.  On  the 
morning  of  Feb.  6,  the  152d  marched  out  of  camp  and 
reached  Morton’s  Ford  on  the  Rapidan,  about  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon.  The  3d  Division  of  the  corps  had  already 
crossed  the  river,  and  there  was  some  brisk  firing  by  the 
skirmishers,  who  could  be  seen  advancing  up  the  hill  on  the 
south  side.  The  skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  day,  but  the 
152d  did  not  cross  the  river  until  evening,  which  it  did  bv 
a rickety  bridge  of  rails,  placed  where  the  river  was  divided 
by  an  island.  It  remained  over  only  long  enough  to  help 
cover  the  return  of  those  who  had  crossed  before.  The 
next  day  (Sunday)  was  spent  quietly  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 
At  night  the  152d  marched  back  to  the  old  camp.  The 
darkness  was  extreme.  Feb.  23,  the  corps  was  reviewed 
in  the  presence  of  many  civilians  and  women  who  had  come 
out  to  help  celebrate  Washington’s  birthday. 
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On  April  15,  18G4,  the  2d  Division  of  the  2d  Army 
(Vrjw  was  reviewed  by  Maj.-Gen.  Hancock,  and  the  1 52d  then 
n.»w  him  for  the  first  time.  lie  had  lately  resumed  com- 
mand of  the  corps,  hav  ing  been  absent  since  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  where  he  was  severely  wounded.  The  review 
was  held  on  the  plain  of  Culpeper,  where  there  was  room 
to  review  all  the  soldiers  of  the  Union  at  once.  The  152d 
received  high  praise. 

The  end  of  this  long  rest  was  at  hand.  Lieut. -Gen. 

Grant  had  come  to  take  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. A thorough  reorganization  took  place.  Corps, 
divisions,  and  brigades  were  consolidated.  Brig.-Gen. 
Gibbon  resumed  command  of  the  2d  Division  of  the  2d 
Corps ; the  three  brigades  were  consolidated  into  two,  and 
a third  was  added  from  the  old  3d  Division.  The  152d 
w:ls  placed  in  the  2d  Brigade  along  with  the  G9th  Penn- 
svlvania  (Paddy  Owen’s  Regulars),  71st  Pennsylvaina  (Cali- 
fornia Regiment),  72d  Pennsylvania  (Baxter’s  Zouaves), 
and  lOGth  Pennsylvania,  under  the  command  of  Brig.-Gen. 
Joshua  T.  Owen  (Paddy  Owen). 

During  the  winter  a recruiting  party  had  gone  from  the 
152d  to  the  State  of  New  York,  but  the  number  of  recruits 
procured  was  small.  Most  of  the  men  who  were  unable  to 
endure  the  hard  service  of  the  field  had  been  sent  away,  so 
that  the  regimeut  was  strong  out  of  proportion  to  its  num- 
bers. The  change  in  officers,  had  been  great ; of  the  fifty- 
eight  commissioned  officers  who  had  been  mustered  into 
the  regiment  before  May,  1SG4,  twenty-eight  had  gone  out 
of  the  service  before  that  date,  and  one  had  been  transferred 
to  the  121st  Regiment. 

May  3,  18G4.  marked  the  opening  of  the  campaign  which 
ended  only  with  the  war.  The  army  was  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  in  the  best  of  spirits.  It  was  near  midnight 
when  the  152d  began  its  march.  On  the  morning  of  the 
4th  it  crossed  the  Rapidan,  and  at  night  reached  the  scene 
of  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  which  was  fought  a year 
before.  The  weather  was  warm,  and  the  army  had  a com- 
fortable night  On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  after  ample 
time  for  breakfast,  the  march  was  resumed.  The  order  of 
march  was  left  in  front,  and  the  2d  Corps  had  the  advance 
aud  marched  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  mean  time 
the  enemy  had  attacked  the  5th  and  Gth  Corps,  which  were 
on  the  right  of  the  Union  forces,  and  the  2d  Corps  was 
countermarched  to  the  scene  of  action,  where  it  arrived 
just  before  night.  It  was  a hot  afternoon,  and  the  fatigue 
was  extreme.  The  152d  had  no  opportunity  to  procure 
water ; one  of  its  men  died  by  the  way,  probably  from  sun- 
stroke. The  sound  of  rapid  and  steady  tiring  at  length 
warned  the  152d  that  it  was  near  the  scene  of  action.  It 
was  entering  that  dense  and  tangled  thicket  to  which  the 
name  “ Wilderness”  belonged.  To  advance  at  all  was  diffi- 
cult,— to  advance  in  perfect  order  was  impossible.  To 
prevent  the  accidents  which  might  result  from  catching 
genlocks  in  the  brush,  it  was  ordered  that  muskets  be  un- 
capped. The  152d  received  no  order  to  cap  guns  or  notice 
of  approaching  danger  until  it  was  assailed  by  a murderous 
fire,  which  owing  to  the  density  of  the  thicket  was  the  first 
n'*l ice  that  the  enemy  was  near;  several  men  were  killed. 
I lie  regiment  retired  slowly  and  in  good  order  to  the  second 
fine  ot  battle,  which  consisted  of  men  who  had  been  already 


engaged  and  had  been  withdrawn  ; the  whole  of  the  brigade 
retired  in  like  manner,  and  the  impression  prevailed  that 
a retreat  had  been  ordered  ; that  was  a mistake,  but  it  was 
corrected  in  a moment,  aud  the  152d  again  promptly  ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy  and  held  all  the  ground  it  took : 
that  first  retreat  did  not  affect  the  regiment's  confidence  in 
itself,  or  injure  its  reputation.  After  its  second  advance  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  down  to  protect  itself,  aud  when  the 
enemy’s  firing  had  ceased,  it  was  ordered  up  and  ranks  were 
dressed,  and  the  men  again  lay  down.  Shortly  before  dark 
a farther  advance  was  ordered,  and  as  men  could  be  seen 
moving  in  front,  it  became  necessary  to  know  to  which 
army  they  belonged.  A scout  from  the  152d  made  a recon- 
noissance  and  ascertained  that  they  were  wounded  men  of 
the  Gth  Corps  which  had  been  engaged  there  earlier  in  the 
day.  The  regiment  rested  for  the  night  just  in  advance  of 
the  ground  where  the  number  of  dead  aud  wounded  showed 
that  the  battle  had  been  hottest  ; the  men  of  the  1524 
supplied  themselves  with  water  from  the  canteens  of  the 
dead,  not  being  able  to  procure  any  from  any  other  source. 
Participation  in  the  battle  had  taken  away  the  dread  of  the 
unknown  with  which  the  bravest  advance  to  the  combat. 
The  men  rested  on  their  arms.  The  experience  of  a few 
hours  had  made  them  veterans. 

At  the  dawn  of  May  6,  the  battle  was  renewed,  and  the 
152d  advanced  through  the  thicket  returning  the  enemy’s 
fire  and  holding  the  ground  that  was  gained.  It  fairly 
rained  bullets.  The  underbrush  which  had  made  the  ad- 
vance so  difficult  was  completely  mowed  away,  and  every 
standing  tree  bore  the  marks  of  many  balls.  The  only  way 
that  meu  could  live  in  such  a place  was  by  lying  close  to 
the  ground  or  getting  behind  a tree  to  load,  and  then  firing 
with  the  least  possible  exposure.  Ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted, and  a partial  supply  was  obtained  from  the  cartriJce- 
boxes  of  the  disabled.  At  length  firing  ceased,  and  a body 
of  the  enemy,  estimated  at  more  than  a hundred,  were  so 
near  that,  being  requested  by  an  officer  of  the  152d.  they 
left  their  arms  aud  gave  themselves  up  and  were  passed  to 
the  rear  of  the  Union  line.  If  the  enemy  had  suffered  a- 
great  loss  all  along  the  line  as  they  did  at  this  point  the 
battle  would  have  been  decisive. 

Shortly  after  ten  o’clock  the  enemy  renewed  the  contest, 
and  it  is  now  known  that  Longstreet’s  corps  reached  tin- 
scene  of  action  at  that  time.  For  several  hours  the  1524 
kept  up  the  contest  from  its  advanced  position  and  he’d  the 
enemy  in  check.  The  men  employed  the  interval  between 
the  attack  in  gathering  up  and  loading  the  guns  of  the  dis- 
abled, aud  many  had  three  or  four  guns  apiece  ready  win  n 
the  enemy  came  on.  At  length  it  became  evident,  fn  tn 
the  direction  of  the  firing,  that  the  Union  line  had  been 
forced  back,  both  the  right  and  the  left,  and  Gen.  Uweii 
formed  his  brigade  into  a hollow  square,  to  meet  the  enemy 
from  whatever  direction  he  might  come.  He  then  inarched 
his  brigade  back  to  some  temporary  breastworks  which  h..J 
been  thrown  up,  and  there  awaited  the  onset  of  the  enemy, 
who  charged  in  mass  several  times  where  the  1524  was 
placed,  with  a desperate  determination  to  earrv  the  ] < > i : ’ • n. 
The  Union  line  reserved  its  fire  until  the  ciieuiv  was  mar. 
and  then  it  seemed  as  if  the  whole  attacking  G ive  "as 
swept  away  by  the  sure  fire  of  the  men  behind  the  breast- 
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works.  The  enemy’s  dead  lay  in  heaps  before  the  works. 
Each  repeated  charge  of  the  enemy  had  a like  result.  The 
152d,  and  the  rest  of  the  2d  Corps,  held  their  position. 

The  battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  ended,  and  the  enemy 
retired  to  Spottsylvania  Court-House.  If  the  position  of 
the  2d  Corps  had  been  carried  on  the  afternoon  of  May 
ti,  the  Union  army  would  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
campaign  would  probably  have  been  a failure.  The  152d 
remained  behind  these  breastworks  through  the  night  of 
the  6th,  and  through  the  7th  of  May  until  far  into  the 
night,  when  it  moved  by  the  left  flank  towards  Spottsyl- 
vania Court-House.  On  the  10th  it  was  skirmishing  at 
Spottsylvania.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  the  pickets  of 
the  152d  could  hear  distinctly  the  orders  given  to  the 
pickets  of  the  enemy.  On  the  11th  the  skirmishing  was 
quite  heavy,  and  the  152d  lost  a considerable  number  of 
men.  On  the  night  of  the  11th  the  regiment  moved  again 
to  the  left  in  silence.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  It 
halted  in  front  of  Spottsylvania  Court-House.  At  3 A.M. 
of  the  12th  the  famous  charge  commenced.  The  orders 
were  to  move  in  sileuee  until  the  rebel  works  were  reached, 
and  then  cheer.  The  surprise  was  complete.  The  outposts, 
and  first  and  second  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  were  taken 
before  the  men  who  occupied  them  were  fairly  awake.  They 
had  no  time  to  make  resistance.  The  number  of  prisoners 
taken  amounted  to  thousands.  . The  132d  advanced  to  the 
third  line  of  the  rebel  works,  but  retired  to  the  second  line 
and  there  assumed  the  defensive.  During  the  day  the 
enemy  charged  three  times  on  the  works,  and  were  repulsed 
each  time  with  heavy  loss.  One  of  the  enemy’s  cannon, 
which  remained  on  the  debatable  ground  through  the  day, 
was  brought  oft’  by  the  152d  at  night.  On  the  morning 
of  the  13th  the  152d  advanced  over  the  works,  received  a 
heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  met  with  some  loss,  and  at 
dark  left  the  position  and  went  back  to  the  rear,  and  re- 
mained back  several  days.  On  the  18th  of  May  the  152d 
took  part  in  a reconnoissance  upon  the  scene  of  the  charge  of 
the  morning  of  the  12th.  The  enemy  were  found  occupy- 
ing the  same  position  they  occupied  at  the  end  of  that 
charge.  The  152d,  in  this  reconnoissance,  occupied  the 
second  line;  the  troops  in  the  first  line  were  thrown  into 
confusion  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  the  152d  covered  their 
retreat.  After  this  the  I52d  was  engaged  in  a movement 
to  take  up  a hospital  and  bring  off  the  wounded.  The 
rebel  cavalry  were  in  sight,  but  there  was  no  attack.  The 
movement  towards  the  left  was  continued.  On  the  night 
of  Monday,  May  23,  the  1 5 2 d reached  the  North  Anna 
ri^er,  and  remained  until  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of 
the  2 4th,  when  it  crossed  the  river  and  advanced  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  under  a fire  of  chains  and  railroad  iron, 
and  commenced  throwing  up  works.  The  regiment  was 
then  ordered  to  relieve  the  7th  West  Virginia,  and  deployed 
as  skirmishers.  This  was  near  Hanover  Junction. 

The  next  battle  was  at  Cool  Arbor  (known  as  Coal  Har- 
bor or  Cold  Harbor).  On  June  3,  the  152d  advanced  in 
open  field  up  a hill  under  the  enemy's  tire,  holding  all  the  i 
ground  it  gained,  and  threw  up  earthworks  with  tin-cups 
and  plates.  The  ground  was  sandy.  In  this  position  the  | 
regiment  remained  a week  in  speaking  distance  of  the 
enemy.  Cold  Harbor  was  found  to  be  a position  which  was  1 


too  strong  to  be  carried  by  assault,  and  Lieut. -Gen.  Grant 
determined  to  render  its  strength  of  no  value  to  the  enemy 
by  changing  the  scene  of  operations.  Accordingly,  he 
moved  his  army  once  more  by  the  left  flank,  crossed  the 
river  James,  aud  began  the  investment  of  Petersburg. 
The  crossing  of  the  river  took  place  on  June  15,  1864,  bv 
a ponton-bridge  at  Wilcox’s  landing.  On  the  17th  the 
152d  took  part  in  the  attack  upon  the  works  before  Peters- 
burg, ami  met  with  some  loss.  The  enemy’s  outer  works 
were  carried,  but  the  inner  line  of  works  could  not  be 
carried  byr  storm,  and  the  slow  operations  of  the  siege  com- 
menced. It  was  earthwork  against  earthwork. 

At  night  of  June  20,  1 Stiff,  the  152d  left  its  position 
behind  the  breastworks  near  Prince  George  Court-House 
road,  marched  a few  miles,  and  bivouacked.  On  the  21st  it 
made  a long  march  towards  the  left,  suffering  greatly  from 
heat  and  thirst,  and  the  dust,  which  filled  the  air  so  that  one 
could  scarcely  see  a man  the  distance  of  the  length  of  the 
regiment  from  him.  The  pickets  were  firing  throughout  the 
night.  At  3 A.M.  of  the  22d  the  152d  was  put  in  motion 
and  marched  to  a position  in  the  edge  of  a field  not  far  from 
the  Jerusalem  plank-road,  and  threw  up  breastworks  of  logs 
and  earth.  There  was  constant  firing  by  pickets,  sharp- 
shooters, and  artillery.  The  enemy’s  batteries  commanded 
the  works  constructed  by  the  152d.  The  men  had  to  lie 
close  except  when  firing,  which  they  did^  constantly,  while 
every  few  minutes  the  movement  of  the  logs  in  the  breast- 
work showed  how  a shell  had  been  stopped.  At  length  the 
enemy  appeared  in  the  open  field  with  colors  flying,  but 
moving  towards  a point  to  the  left  of  the  152d.  Soon  the 
movement  of  stragglers  showed  that  there  was  a panic  on  the 
left,  and  then  came  the  cry  that  the  left  had  given  way,  and 
that  the  152d  was  flanked,  followed  by  orders  for  the  men 
to  save  themselves.  There  was  some  good  running  through 
the  woods  to  the  Jerusalem  plank-road,  but  the  regiment 
lost  ibur  officers  and  forty-two  enlisted  men  taken  prisoners. 
Company  C,  which  was  on  the  extreme  left,  was  the  greatest 
loser.  It  was  somewhat  singular  that  the  officers  taken  did 
not  beloug  to  the  companies  which  lost  the  most  enlisted 
men.  On  no  other  occasion  did  the  152d  suffer  any  great 
loss  in  prisoners.  This  disaster  is  said  to  have  been  caused 
by  a failure  of  the  2d  and  6th  Corps  to  connect,  whereby 
the  enemy  found  and  entered  a gap.  It  was  thought  by 
many  that  if  the  division  commanders  had  had  knowledge 
which  they  ought  to  have  had  of  the  situation,  the  disaster 
might  easily  have  been  turned  into  victory. 

After  its  retreat  through  the  woods  the  132d  lay  for  a 
while  in  an  open  field  commanded  by  the  enemy’s  batteries. 
But  shells  are  apt  to  fall  short  or  go  too  far.  They  make 
unpleasant  noises,  but  are  far  less  dangerous  than  bullets. 
In  the  night  of  the  22d  the  152d  moved  into  the  woods 
through  which  it  had  retreated,  but  was  in  the  third  line  of 
battle,  and  protected  by  the  convexity  of  the  ground  from 
the  enemy's  fire,  which  was  kept  up  through  most  of  the 
night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  it  reoccupied  the 
works  from  which  it  was  driven  the  day  before. 

On  June  26,  1864,  the  strength  of  the  152d  in  the  field 
was  145  enlisted  men  aud  11  officers,  not  counting  men 
who  were  on  detached  service.  The  same  day  there  was  a 
reorganization  of  brigades.  The  152d  was  placed  in  the 
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J>t  Brigade,  where  it  remained  until  the  2d  Army  Corps 
was  disbanded.  About  this  time  the  the,  water  problem  was 
solved,  and  innumerable  wells  were  dug,  water  being  found 
at  the  depth  of  a few  feet.  The  lf>2d  was  once  more  on 
the  Blackwater,  which  takes  its  rise  in  a swamp  near  Peters- 
burg, and  runs  southerly  to  the  Chowan,  a North  Carolina 
river.  The  country  was  very  level,  and  a railroad  track 
was  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  without  grading,  for 
the  use  of  the  army  investing  Petersburg.  The  152d 
changed  position  often,  but  without  moving  to  any  con- 
siderable distance.  The  works  of  the  Union  army  were 
nearly  in  the  form  of  a fish-hook.  The  right  rested  on  the 
Appomattox,  and  the  left  was  bent  around  so  that  the  ex- 
treme left  faced  to  the  rear,  that  the  left  flank  might  not  be 
exposed.  About  July  12,  1864,  the  Union  line  was  short- 
ened in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  force  caused  by  the 
departure  of  the  Gth  Corps  to  co-operate  against  Early,  who 
was  then  threatening  Washington.  On  that  day  the  152d 
was  engaged  in  demolishing  the  abandoned  works.  On  the 
16th  it  was  engaged  in  felling  timber  which  might  furnish 
cover  to  an  enemy  approaching  the  Union  line.  Then  for  a 
few  days  it  manned  the  works  facing  to  the  rear.  On  July 
26,  1864,  it  went  on  an  expedition  across  the  Appomattox 
and  the  James  to  Deep  Bottom,  where  it  arrived  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th.  There  was  a skirmish  that  day  at  Straw- 
berry Plains,  in  which  the  152dtook  part.  Some  earthworks 
and  artillery  were  captured.  The  enemy  had  an  intrenched 
position  in  sight,  upon  which  the  gun-boats  lying  in  the 
James  were  firing.  A cloud  of  dust  would  show  where  a 
shell  had  struck.  No  attack  by  infantry  was  made.  On 
the  29th  the  152d  started  on  its  return,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  30th  was  before  Petersburg,  and  in  hearing  of  the 
explosion  of  Burnside’s  mine. 

On  the  night  of  Aug.  12,  the  152d,  with  the  rest  of  the 
2d  Corps,  marched  to  City  Point,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th  embarked  on  transports  which  dropped  down  the  river 
and  anchored  just  above  Harrison  s Landing.  In  the  night 
the  transports  moved  up  the  James,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  14th  the  152d  landed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  at 
Deep  Bottom,  just  below  the  ponton-bridge  at  Jones’ 
Neck,  where  it  had  crossed  in  July.  In  the  afternoon  it 
attempted  to  charge  through  a ravine,  under  the  direction 
of  Col.  Macy,  of  the  20th  Massachusetts,  commanding  the 
brigade,  and  got  into  a position  where  it  was  impossible  to 
advance,  and  difficult  to  retire.  The  152d  Regiment  lost 
both  in  killed  and  prisoners. 

The  152d  remained  near  Deep  Bottom  until  August  20, 
when  it  started  back  across  the  James,  and  moved  towards 
the  left  of  the  Union  position  before  Petersburg,  reaching 
the  Williams  House  on  the  22d.  On  the  23d,  at  night,  the 
1st  and  2d  Divisions  of  the  2d  Corps  moved  out  to  Reams’ 
Station,  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  On  the  25th  the  two 
divisions  were  attacked  by  a superior  force  of  the  enemy 
and  nearly  surrounded.  Reinforcements  did  not  arrive  in 
time  to  be  of  service.  The  enemy’s  charge  was  repulsed 
four  times,  but  on  the  fifth,  the  7th  New  York  Volunteers, 
a new  German  regiment,  broke,  and  the  position  had  to 
be  abandoned.  A rainy  night  followed,  which  aided  the 
retreat  of  the  Union  troops.  The  loss  of  the  152d  was 
considerable.  Just  after  this  disaster  the  regiment  was  very 


much  depressed  inspirits.  Through  no  fault  of  its  own  it 
had  been  forced  to  retreat  in  its  three  bust  engagements, — 
on  June  22,  Aug.  14,  and  Aug.  25. 

After  its  return  from  Reams’  Station  the  152d  moved 
frequently  from  one  post  to  another  of  the  fortified  position. 
On  Sept.  7 it  had  the  same  position  near  the  Norfolk 
and  Petersburg  railroad,  in  the  works  facing  to  the  rear, 
that  it  had  on  July  23,  and  here  on  Sept.  21,  the  regi- 
ment was  paid  by  Maj.  Hewey  ; that  morning  an  artil- 
lery salute  was  given  in  honor  of  Sheridan’s  victory  at 
Winchester.  A little  later  it  was  moved  into  the  front 
line  of  works,  and  occupied  Fort  Haskell,  near  the  Norfolk 
and  Petersburg  railroad.  This  was  a very  dangerous 
neighborhood.  Shelling  was  carried  on  from  both  sides, 
daily  and  nightly.  The  enemy’s  sharpshooters  were  on 
the  lookout  for  every  one  that  exposed  himself.  Roads 
were  sunk  deep  into  the  ground  to  cover  the  supply  teams. 
Men  dwelt  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  There  was  one  pro- 
longed battle,  the  firing  being  renewed  whenever  an  enemy 
could  be  sighted.  Perhaps  to-day  a man  would  be  killed 
by  a shell,  and  to-morrow  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  would 
do  the  deadly  work.  These  losses  had  a more  depressing 
effect  upon  the  survivors  than  the  greater  losses  which  were 
sustained  in  the  heat  of  battle. 

During  the  month  of  October,  1864,  the  soldiers  in  the 
field  executed  the  necessary  papers  and  sent  home  their 
votes  to  be  deposited  in  the  ballot  box  at  the  presidential 
election  which  was  to  take  place  in  November. 

On  Oct.  26,  the  2d  and  3d  Divisions  of  the  2d  Corps, 
and  a small  cavalry  force,  moved  towards  the  left,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  crossed  Hatcher’s  run.  About 
daybreak  a brisk  skirmish  took  place  ; later  in  day  the  enemy 
attacked  with  a superior  force,  but  was  repulsed.  There  was 
a failure  to  keep  up  connection  with  the  5th  Corps,  and  thus 
the  detachment  was  cut  off  from  the  main  armv  and  nearly 
surrounded;  shells  were  thrown  in,  seemingly,  from  every 
direction,  but  every  attack  was  met,  and  no  panic  was  cre- 
ated. The  2d  Division  was  commanded  by  Gen.  Thomas 
W.  Egan,  who  for  some  time  had  been  in  command  of  the 
1st  Brigade.  The  battle  was  fought  on  the  Boydton  road, 
and  near  the  house  of  William  Burgess,  a former  resident 
of  Richfield.  The  152d  in  this  engagement  lost  3 men 
killed  and  4 wounded,  but  the  effect  of  the  battle  was  to 
raise  the  spirits  of  those  who  were  engaged.  They  had  in- 
flicted on  the  enemy  far  greater  loss  than  they  had  sustained, 
and  to  have  got  out  of  such  a trap  without  serious  disaster  was 
greater  glory  than  to  have  gained  a victory  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  The  152d,  with  the  rest  of  the  detachment, 
withdrew  in  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  marched  to  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  from  which  it  had  set  out  ou 
the  26th. 

Early  in  November  the  152d  was  moved  to  Fort  Stod- 
man,  which  is  within  a few  rods  of  the  position  it  occu- 
pied in  the  previous  June.  The  Hues  of  the  two  armies 
were  very  near  together  at  this  point,  and  picket  dutv  was 
therefore  very  dangerous.  Half  the  regiment  had  to  be  on 
picket  every  night.  Attacks  were  frequent.  Men  were  kim  1 
on  picket,  and  even  within  the  fort.  This  proved  a more  dis- 
agreeable situation  than  that  place  farther  to  the  west  which 
was  commonly  called  “ Fort  Hell.”  The  desire  of  the  1524 
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to  remove  to  a place  a little  farther  off  from  the  enemy’s 
works  was  at  length  "ratified,  and  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber it  moved  towards  the  left,  and  arrived  the  next  day  near 
Patrick’s  station,  in  Dinwiddie  county,  the  then  terminus  of 
the  army  railroad,  at  the  extreme  left  of  the  army.  The 
regiment  moved  about  in  the  neighborhood,  being  part  of 
the  time  on  picket,  until  Dec.  15,  when  it  went  into  winter- 
quarters  on  the  Vaughn  road,  and  remained  until  Feb.  5, 
18G5,  when  the  2d  Corps  moved  out  along  the  Vaughn  road 
as  far  as  Hatcher’s  run,  a distance  of  perhaps  three  miles, 
and  went  into  position,  threw  up  breastworks,  and  awaited 
the  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  made  several  des- 
perate charges  during  the  day,  and  was  repulsed  each  time 
with  great  loss.*  The  new  position  was  held  by  the  2d 
Corps  until  the  final  move  in  the  spring.  The  152d  was 
on  the  farm  of  Ashbel  Armstrong,  a former  resident  of 
Laurens.  It  seems  to  have  remained  undecided  for  some 
time  whether  to  make  a farther  advance  at  once  or  to  wait 
for  better  weather.  The  152d,  therefore,  bivouacked  for 
more  than  a week  in  February  before  it  received  orders  to 
construct  new  winter-quarters.  The  new  camp  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  Armstrong  place,  among  the  pines.  Between 
the  new  camp  and  the  enemy  was  a line  of  breastworks.  It 
became  necessary  to  cut  all  the  trees  in  camp,  to  prevent 
their  being  blown  down.  One  tree  fell  upon  a whole  row 
of  tents  of  the  152d  before  the  danger  was  appreciated. 
At  this  time  desertions  from  the  enemy  were  frequent.  The 
pickets  of  the  152d  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a large 
number  of  deserters,  who  brought  their  arms  with  them. 
They  were  looked  for  every  night.  Well-recognized  signals 
announced  their  approach.  This  added  great  interest  to 
the  business  of  picketing.  It  was  better  than  hunting  or 
fishing.  On  March  23  there  was  a review  of  the  2d  Corps, 
and  the  wind  blew  so  as  to  fill  the  air  with  sand  as  it  is  filled 
with  snowr  in  a New  York  snow-storm.  On  March  25  Fort 
Stedman,  “ the  late  residence”  of  the  152d,  but  then  occu- 
pied by  a part  of  the  9th  Corps,  was  surprised  and  taken  by 
the  enemy,  but  was  retaken  soon  after.  That  day  there 
was  skirmishing  all  along  the  line.  In  the  afternoon  the 
152d  left  camp  and  took  position  in  the  breastworks.  Just 
after  dark  it  advanced  to  the  front,  but  there  being  nothing 
to  do  there,  it  returned  to  the  breastworks  and  stayed  through 
the  night,  returning  to  camp  in  the  morning. 

The  time  had  now  come  for  the  final  move  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Sheridan  with  his  cavalry  had  rejoined  it. 
The  siege  of  Petersburg  had  lasted  from  June  1(1,  1S04,  to 
March  29,  1805,  a period  of  nine  months  and  thirteen  days. 

The  152d  was  now  organized,  for  field  operations,  into  four 
companies,  designated  by  numbers.  On  the  books  the  old 
organization — into  ten  companies — remained.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  March  29,  1805,  it  broke  camp  and  moved,  by  the 
left  flank,  across  Hatcher's  run,  its  old  place  being  filled  by 
part  of  the  24th  Corps.  Soon  the  4th  company  was  ordered 
to  the  skirmish  line,  and  advanced  through  the  woods. 
There  was  considerable  tiring  along  the  line,  but  none 
against  the  lo2d.  The  brigade  lust  a few  men.  The 


*Tliis  movement  was  made  under  the  direction  of  Muj.-ticn.  An- 
drew A.  Ilmn|ihrcv8,  who  had  lately  succeeded  Ueu.  Hancock  in  com- 
mand of  the  2J  C'or|>s. 


notable  event  of  the  day  was  the  capture  of  Fort  Sawdust, 
i Seen  indistinctly  in  the  distance  and  through  the  woods  was 
j what  was  taken  for  a strong  fortification  mounting  a very 
big  gun.  When  reached,  it  proved  to  be  the  remains  of  a 
steam  saw-mill,  and  the  big  gun  was  an  old  boiler.  The 
4th  company  remained  on  the  skirmish  line  through  the 
night,  receiving  frequent  orders  to  close  up  to  the  left.  The 
first  line  of  the  enemy’s  works  was  passed,  and  the  next 
morning  it  was  found  that  the  second  line  of  works  was 
abandoned.  On  the  30th  the  152d  lay  in  a ravine  all  day. 
On  the  31st,  before  daybreak,  it  moved  again  to  the  left,  and 
was  sent  out  as  skirmishers,  and  the  2d  company  went  on 
to  the  skirmish  line  and  kept  up  a firing  through  the  day, 
the  rest  of  the  regiment  remaining  in  reserve.  The  skir- 
mishers could  not  advance,  owing  to  the  slashing.  Heavy 
cannonading  was  heard  on  the  left.  At  night  the  152d  was 
brought  back  behind  the  works,  and  remained  there  until 
the  next  afternoon,  when  it  again  moved  towards  the  left 
and  began  throwing  up  new  works.  The  ground  was  wet, 
and  the  work  hard.  Heavy  firing  at  the  left  showed  that 
a battle  was  raging.  That  was  at  Five  Forks.  In  front  of 
the  152d  could  be  seen  a strong  fort  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
whole  distance  to  it  was  covered  with  slashing.  The  dense 
pine  forest  had  been  felled  in  such  a way  as  to  afford  the 
greatest  hindrance  to  an  advancing  force.  The  regiment 
expected  to  have  to  charge  through  the  slashing.  It  had 
not  heard  of  Sheridan’s  victory  at  Five  Forks.  The  pros- 
pect was  gloomy.  The  men  were  kept  at  work  on  the 
breastworks  until  midnight  of  April  1,  when  they  were 
permitted  to  lie  down.  That  was  the  noisiest  night  of  the 
war.  Musketry  was  heard  on  the  left  during  the  fore  part 
of  the  night,  and  all  night  long  on  the  line  from  the 
Appomattox  to  Five  Forks,  a distance  of  fifteen  miles,  the 
batteries  were  at  work.  The  air  was  full  of  projectiles. 
Such  fire-works  are  not  likely  to  be  seen  more  than  once 
in  a lifetime.  It  was  understood  that  the  infantry  all 
along  that  line  was  to  charge  at  three  the  next  morning. 
At  half-past  two  the  roar  of  musketry  began  all  along  the 
line,  except  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  152d.  The  men 
were  every  moment  expecting  to  be  ordered  forward. 
Regiment  after  regiment  of  the  brigade  was  sent  for  and 
moved  off  to  the  right,  but  the  152d  was  left  to  hold  the 
position  before  the  fort. 

Soon  after  daylight  on  April  2 reports  of  the  taking  of 
the  enemy’s  works  at  other  parts  of  the  line  began  to  arrive, 
and  then  prisoners  began  to  appear,  and  finally  the  capture 
of  the  fort  in  front  was  announced,  and  the  152d  advanced 
through  the  slashing.  The  fort  had  been  flanked  and  thus 
compelled  to  surrender.  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  the 
152d  to  be  placed  at  the  most  difficult  point  to  advance. — 
so  difficult  that  an  attack  in  front  would  have  caused  a 
needless  loss  of  life.  The  fort,  after  its  capture,  was  called 
Fort  Porter.  Soon  after  passing  the  fort  the  152d  crossed 
the  battle  field  of  the  27th  of  October.  1804.  and  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  Petersburg  along  the  Boydton  road.  On 
the  3d  the  pursuit  of  Lee’s  army  commenced.  On  tiro 
night,  of  the  4th  the  152d  went  on  picket  after  marching 
all  day.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  it  came  up  with 
j Sheridan  and  the  5th  Corps,  and  witnessed  a procession  • >{ 
I trophies.  It  was  headed  by  captured  flags  and  officers, 


■ 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


91 


then  followed  all  sorts  of  men,  boasts,  and  vehicles.  Sheri- 
dan had  captured  them  near  Jetcrsville.  On  the  Gth  the 
pursuit  was  close,  and  the  roads  were  strewn  with  property 
ihc  enemy  had  to  leave  behind.  The  152d  had  a hard 
march  across  lots,  over  ditches,  and  up  steep  knolls.  About 
10  A..M.,on  the  7th,  it  reached  High  Bridge,  in  Prince  Ed- 
ward county,  ou  the  Appomattox.  The  railroad  bridge 
was  built  on  t\yenty-threc  columns,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  in  height.  The  bridge  had  been  tired  by  the  enemy. 
While  it  was  burning  the  152d  crossed  the  river  by  a 
wagon  bridge,  and  moved  on  towards  Farmville,  the  enemy 
being  in  sight,  but  retreating  before  the  skirmishers.  When 
just  past  Farmville  the  regiment  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and  advanced  a short  distance,  when  it  was  withdrawn.  If 
had  continued  to  advance  it  would  have  been  on  the 
ground  where  quite  a hard  battle  was  fought  by  a part  of 
the  1st  Division  of  the  2d  Corps.  This  was  about  the  last 
fighting  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  9th  of  April 
Gen.  Lee  surrendered  ; the  work  which  the  152d  took  the 
field  to  help  do  was  finished.  The  next  move  was  towards 
home.  On  the  13th,  at  night,  the  regiment  arrived  at 
Burkesville,  where  it  remained  until  May  2.  On  May  6 
it  passed  through  Richmond;  on  the  7th  it  crossed  the 
Pamunky,  and  on  the  9th  the  Ta,  Po,  and  Ny.  On  the 
10th  it  marched  in  review  through  Fredericksburg  in  col- 
umn by  companies,  and  crossed  the  Rappahannock.  On 
the  13th  it  crossed  the  Occoquan  at  Wolfe  Run  Shoals, 
and  on  the  15th  it  went  into  camp  at  Bailey's  Cross-Roads, 
opposite  Washington,  having  inarched  on  an  average  fifteen 
miles  a day.  On  May  23,  18G3,  the  132d  took  part  in  the 
grand  review  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  It  was  now  organized  into  six  companies  I 
for  movements,  and  marched  through  Washington  in  col- 
umn with  three  divisions  of  two  companies  each.  Many 
who  had  formerly  been  in  the  regiment  kept  pace  with  it 
on  the  sidewalks,  performing  the  office  of  flankers.  On 
May  30,  the  2d  Corps  had  its  last  review  at  Bailey's  Cross- 
Roads.  The  governor  of  New  York  was  present.  It  was 
thought  by  friends  of  the  152d  who  were  present  that  its 
movements  were  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  regiment  in 
the  corps.  On  July  13,  1SG5,  the  muster-out  rolls  and 
discharges  were  signed,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  the 
regiment  started  for  Albany,  where  it  was  paid  off'  on  the 
20th  and  21st,  when  the  discharge  papers  were  delivered 
with  the  payment,  and  the  men  scattered  to  their  homes. 
The  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad  having  been  com- 
pleted to  Worcester,  many  returned  to  the  county  by  a route 
that  did  not  exist  when  they  went  away. 

The  152d  had  been  very  fortunate  in  the  latter  part  of  its 
career.  After  it  left  Fort  Stedman,  the  last  of  November, 
1SG4,  it  did  not  lose  a man  in  battle,  although  it  was  at 
the  front  and  took  part  in  every  movement  against  the 
enemy.  It  did  the  country  some  service,  and  on  no  occa- 
sion did  it  fail  in  its  duty.  The  credit  for  what  it  did  he-  ' 
longs  to  a great  many  men.  The  regiment  was  what  it  was. 
not  on  account  of  the  character  and  ability  of  anybody  in 
particular,  but  on  account  of  the  average  merit  of  the  men 
who  composed  it. 

In  the  following  list  of  the  members  of  the  152d  Regi- 
ment ot  New  York  \ ulunteers  (infantry ) the  names,  ex- 


cept of  recruits,  have  been  taken  from  a printed  copv  of 
the  muster-in  rolls,  which  are  dated  Oct.  15,  18(32,  ami 
each  name  begins  with  the  rank  stated  in  the  muster-in 
rolls.  Where  the  rank  is  not  stated,  private,  is  meant. 
Where  the  date  of  enlistment  is  not  stated,  the  person  was 
a member  of  the  regiment  on  Oct.  15,  1862.  In  the  case 
of  those  who  joined  after  that,  the  date  of  enlistment  is 
given.  V.  R.  C.  means  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  Most 
of  the  facts  given  in  the  following  list  have  been  taken 
from  the  copies  of  the  muster-out  rolls,  which  are  in  the 
adjutant-general’s  office  at  Albany.  • It  was  not  permitted 
to  copy  dates  of  receiving  injuries  or  dates  of  discharge 
from  the  rolls,  except  in  case  of  those  discharged  with  the 
regiment.  In  cases  where  the  dates  are  given,  they  were 
not  obtained  from  the  adjutant-general’s  office.  In  tlio.-e 
cases  where  nothing  is  stated,  the  muster-out  rolls  contain 
nothing  which  it  was  desirable  to  state.  Names  of  mem- 
bers of  the  regiment  who  did  not  belong  to  Otsego  County 
are  not  given. 

FIELD  AND  STAFF. 

Alonzo  Ferguson,  Oneonta,  lieut.-col.;  pro.  to  col.  Jan.  20, 1803 ; dis.  Nov.  23, 
1863. 

Cleaveland  J.  Campbell,  Cherry  Valley,  adj.;  dis.  April  22, 1863,  to  accept  of 
pro.  to  capt.  in  121st  Regt. 

Gecuge  W.  Ernst,  Jr.,  Otsego,  q.-m.;  mu9t.  out  June  14,  18G5. 

Hannon  M.  Blood,  assist,  surg. ; res.  Jan.  15,  18G3. 

COMPANY  B. 

n.  Dwight  Smith,  Richfield,  2d  lleut. ; pro.  to  1st  lieut.  in  Co.  n,  Nov.  13,  1863  . 

coin.,  but  not  mus.  as  capt. ; dis.  Aug.  23,  1804. 

William  W.  Matteson,  Richfield,  corp. ; pro.  to  com.  sergt.  Feb.  10,180-3;  dis. 
for  disability. 

Luzerne  Wheeler,  Richfield,  corp.;  dis.  for  disability. 

Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Richfield;  wounded  in  action  in  the  Wilderness;  trans. 
to  V.  R.  C. 

Allen  S.  Buchanan,  Richfield;  dis.  for  disability. 

Charles  Breslin,  Exeter;  dis.  with  regt. 

George  II.  Green,  Richfield ; wounded  in  action  at  the  North  Anna,  May  24, 
1SG4  ; dis.  in  1805. 

Sanford  F.  Huntley,  Richfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

Lester  (’.  Huntley,  Richfield;  killed  inaction  at  Reams’ Station,  Aug.  25,  Is  04 
Robert  Shutz,  Richfield  ; wounded  at  Cold  Harbor;  dis.  with  regt. 

Peter  W.  Smith,  Richfield;  dis.  for  disability. 

IJirant  W.  Soule,  Richfield;  dis  with  regt. 

Alfred  Welch,  Richfield;  died  of  wounds  received  at  Spottsylvania  Court-House, 
May,  1804. 

COMPANY  C. 

Francis  E.  Leonard,  Morris,  1st  lieut.;  res.  Jan.  25,  1SG3. 

Lansing  Swift,  Morris,  2d  lieut. ; pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Feb.  28,  1803  ; dis.  J.m  16, 
1804. 

Croel  G.  Shaw,  Morris,  1st  sergt.;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Feb.  28,  1803;  dis.  April  2’>, 
1304. 

George  1.  Kidder,  Morris,  sergt.;  com.  but  not  mus.  2d  lieut.;  killed  in  action 
at  Wilderness,  May  G,  1804. 

George  W.  Hall,  Morris,  sergt. ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C 
Charles  C.  Hitchcock,  Morris,  corp. ; trans.  to  V.  U.  C. 

Joseph  II.  Cook,  Morris,  corp.;  wounded  at  Spottsyl  vania  Court-IIouse ; dis- 
charged. 

George  W.  Manchester,  Ilartwick,  corp.;  wounded  bef *re  Petersburg,  June 
22,  1804;  pro.  to  sergt.  May  o,  1804,  to  1st  sergt.  Nov.  1,  l >64;  dri.  with 
regt. 

Delos  Flagg,  Morris,  musician  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Amos  Atwell,  Morris;  taken  prisoner  June  22,  1801,  and  taken  to  An  l rw'i;- 
ville;  released  on  parole  April  23,  1SG5 ; discharged  May  22,  l8u'». 

Charles  II.  H shop,  Morris;  missing  in  action  before  Petersburg. 

Samuel  II.  Bunnell,  Morris;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Andrew  E.  Brown,  Morris;  taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg,  Vu.,  June  22,  l"1' 4. 
Abel  Card,  Morris;  prom,  to  corn.  Jan.  15,  l>6t;  to  >ergt.  Jan.  1.  1>  I:  t.»k- n 
prisoner  before  Petersburg.  June  22,  1804;  died  at  Aieb-rs-uiville. 
pi-feritt  Collar,  Morris. 

John  N.  Daniels,  Morris ; taken  prisoner  Juno  22,  1801;  released  o:i  i «r 
April  28,  I860;  discharged  May  22,  1365. 

A.  Leroy  Hall,  Morris;  disi  barged. 

William  Hargrave.  Morris;  trans.  to  V.  It.  C. 

John  Kirkland,  Morns;  trails,  to  V.  U.  C. 

Chauucey  Kelsey,  Morris;  killed  in  action  at  Boyd  ton  plunk-road,  Oct  27,  Wr* 
David  11.  Lewis,  Morris  , died  of  woitlids  fee- iv  1 in  o • t . . • 11 . 

Lewis  Lindaley,  Morris;  wounded  at  V*rih  Anna,  !\lav,  Is*-!;  di-  barged.  • 
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Nathan  Lull,  Morris;  discharged. 

James  A.  Miller,  Morris;  taken  prisoner  June  22,  1804;  died  at  Anderson ville. 
Ilirum  Monroe,  Morris;  discharged. 

Daniel  Miller,  Munis;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action. 

Samuel  G.  Parrel le,  Morris  ; died  of  disease. 

Kohert  D.  Place,  Morris ; discharged. 

Thomas  Qiiuuhy,  Morris;  tnins.  to  V.  R.  C. 

John  Radley,  Morris  ; missing  in  action  tit  Deep  Bottom. 

James  Robinson,  Morris  ; wounded  at  S|N>ttsylvania;  dis.  with  regiment. 
Francis  A.  Ripley,  Laurens ; prom,  to  corp.  April  1 0, 1803 ; to  sergt.  Juu.  1,1864; 

taken  prisoner  June  22, 1804 ; died  at  Anderson  ville. 

Arcliclaus  Stowell,  Morris. 

Edwin  L.  Scmlder,  Morris;  prtun.  to  corp.  Nov.  1,  1804;  discharged. 

Francis  E.  Shiite,  Morris  ; discharged. 

James  Southern,  Morris;  trans.  tit  V.  R.  C. 

Stanley  G.  Sergeant,  Morris;  prom,  to  corp.  Sept.  22,  1863;  missing  in  action 
at  Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  14,  l»f*4;  probably  killed. 

Ethan  D.  Stevens,  Morris;  missing  in  action  before  Petersburg,  Va. 

Murray  Tnllnmn,  Morris;  discharged. 

Christopher  Tobey,  Morris. 

George  T.  Wilson,  Morris;  dis.  with  regiment. 

Edmund  Hargrave,  Morris;  taken  prisoner  June  22,  1864;  released  on  parole 
April  28,1805;  dis.  May,  1805. 

RECRUITS. 


Edward  Stevenson,  Morris  ; enl.  Jan.  1, 1804 ; discharged. 

George  Edwards,  Morris;  enl.  Jan.  21, 1804;  prom,  to  corp.  June  21, 18G5;  dis. 
with  regiment. 

James  F.  Kelsey,  Morris ; enl.  Jan.  13,1804 ; sick  in  hosp.  when  regt.  was  dis. 
Alvin  Kinney,  Milford  ; enl.  Jan.  10,  1804;  died  of  disease. 

George  Reeves,  Milford  ; enl.  Jau.  19, 1804 ; taken  prisoner  June  22,1804;  died 
at  Andersonville. 

COMPANY  D. 

William  R.  Wall,  Springfield,  capt ; res.  Jan.  10, 1803. 

Elias  Young, Springfield,  1st  licut. ; pro.  to  capt.  Jan.  18, 18G4;  res.  April  8,1804. 
John  Land,  Jr..  Springfield,  2d  lieut. ; pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Jan.  18,1801;  to  capt. 

April  29,  1804;  dis.  Nov.  8,  1804. 

Peter  Gilchrist,  Springfield,  1st  sergt. ; discharged. 

William  W.  Ayres,  Springfield,  sergt. ; discharged. 

Henry  II.  Hewes,  Springfield,  sergt.;  pro.  to  1st  sergt.  l)ee.  10,1802;  to  2d 
lieut.  April  25,  1804  ; to  1st  licut.  June  10,  1804;  com.  but  not  must,  as  capt. ; 
dis.  with  regt. 

Parker  D.  Fay,  Springfield,  sergt. ; pro.  to  capt.  Feb.  27, 1803  ; res.  Nov.  10, 1863. 
George  W.  Cook,  Springficdd,  corp. ; discharged. 

Albert  C.  Heath,  Springfield,  corp.;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action  at  Wil- 
derness, May,  1804. 

Georgo  T.  Adams,  Springfield,  corp.;  pro.  to  sergt.  April  28, 1S04;  taken  pris- 
oner; died  at  Florence,  S.  C. 

William  B.  Root,  Springfield,  corp. ; discharged. 

George  Ilowe,  Springfield,  corp. ; dis.  with  regt. 

Benjamin  Parks,  Springfield,  corp.;  taken  prisoner  June22,  1804;  released  Nov. 

20,  1804  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Newton  Tucker,  Springfield,  musician. 

Hall  A.  Morse,  Springfield,  wagoner;  discharged. 

Thomas  Allen,  Springfield  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Cortland  J.  Cole,  Springfield  ; tnins.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Delos  Coburn,  Springfield  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Isaac  W.  Druce,  Springfield;  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  10,  18G2 ; taken  prisoner;  died 
at  Florence,  S.  C. 

James  Doris,  Springfield  ; discharged. 

David  Dingnnm,  Springfield  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Smith  Ely,  Springfield  ; discharged. 

John  11.  Gilehrist, Springfield. 

Lorenzo  C.  Gilmore,  Springfield;  pro.  to  corp-  Nov.  1,  1802;  taken  prisoner; 
died  at  Florence,  S.  C. 

Moses  N.  Hinds,  Springfield ; pro.  to  sergt.  Sept.  21,  1803  ; died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  action  at  Hanover  Junction. 

Alonzo  J.  Hardy,  Springfield  ; di*.  with  regt. 

JanuS'Jenning*.  Springfield  ; dis.  with  regt. 

James  W.  Lowdon,  Utsego  ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  II.  Low  den,  Otsego ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  H.  Nestle,  Springfield;  discharged. 

Henry  Manzer,  Otsego. 

John  W.  MeCliesney,  Otsego;  dis.  with  regt. 

George  W.  Mereuess,  Springfield;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  17,  1804;  to  sergt.  Nov  1, 
1804  ; dis.  w ith  regt. 

John  W.  Merciless,  Springfield  ; pro.  to  corp.  March  12,  1803  ; trails,  to  V.  R C. 
Minimi  O.  .Myers,  Springfield;  discharged. 

Edward  Maxwell,  Springfield  ; wounded  al  S[Mtt*ylvania  C.-Il. ; discharged. 
Jacob  If.  Merciless,  Springfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

Luther  IVck,  Springfield  ; kill-  l in  action  at  Cold  Harbor,  June,  1804. 

Joseph  Sandlord,  Springfield  ; discharged. 

( liarles  W.  Smith,  Ot>  go ; dis.  with  regt. 

Juuies  B.  Smith,  Springfield;  wounded  at  Spottsyl  vania  CT.- II.;  pro.  to  corp. 

Nov.  1,  1m4;  to  sergt.  May  1,  1805;  ill's,  with  regt. 

John  D.  Smith,  Springfield ; wounded  at  Wilderness;  discharged. 


Moses  L.  Stockley,  Springfield;  wounded  at  Cold  IIarl>or;  pro.  to  corp.  May  1, 
1863 ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  Small,  Springfield  ; died  of  diseaxe. 

John  Tuff,  Springfield;  taken  prisoner  Juno  22,  1804  ; paroled  3!arch  25,  1865; 
discharged. 

Ancel  Thayer,  Springfield;  pro.  to  corp.  March  20,  1864;  taken  prisoner  June 
22,  1864;  paroled  March  23.  1865 ; discharged. 

James  Tucker,  Richfield;  taken  prisoner  at  Reams’  Station,  Aug.  25,  1804; 
jciroled  Oct.  12,  lSf4;  dis.  with  regt. 

John  Van  Horn,  Otsego ; killed  in  action  at  Spottsyl vania  Court-House. 

Alvali  Van  Steenhurgh,  Springfield. 

Janies  W.  Vibbard,  Springfield  ; taken  prisoner  at  Reams’  Station  ; paroled  Oct. 
12,  1864;  dis.  with  regt. 

John  White,  Springfield  ; wounded  at  Petersburg,  Va.;  dis.  with  rngt. 

Uervey  D.  Wilsoy,  Springfield;  served  part  of  his  time  with  1st  Delaware  Bat- 
tery ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  Wiles,  Springfield  ; killed  in  action  at  Spottsyl  vania  Court-House. 

Edwin  J.  Winslow,  Springfield;  discharged. 

William  Wood,  Springfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

John  Keyser,  Springfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

Patrick  Sharkey,  Springfield  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  0. 

Michael  Skinion,  Springfield  ; wounded  at  Turkey  Hill ; dis.  with  regt. 

Abram  Allen,  Springfield  ; discharged. 

John  Doxtater,  Springfield ; wounded  at  Wilderness;  in  hospital  when  regt. 
was  discharged. 

Daniel  Cosgrove,  Richfield;  discharged. 

COMPANY  E. 

Arthur  L.  Manchester,  Morris  ; 1st  sergt. ; died  at  Douglass  Hospital,  of  dis- 
ease, April,  1863. 

Hiram  M.  Barber,  Exeter ; pro.  to  sergt.  May  7,  18C4 ; wounded  at  Boydton 
Road,  Oct.  27,  1864;  discharged. 

Charles  Fox,  Plainfield  ; discharged. 

Benjamin  F.  Toolcy,  Plainfield;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

COMPANY  F. 

Wallace  J.  Root,  Springfield,  corp.;  pro.  to  sergt.;  died  of  wounds  received  at 
Spottsyl  vania  Court-House. 

COMPANY  G. 

Edmund  C.  Gilbert,  Butternuts,  capt. ; taken  prisoner  June  22,1864;  escaped; 
pro.  to  major  April  22.  1865;  com.,  but  rmt  must,  lieut. -col.;  dis.  with  regt. 

Josiali  Hinds,  Otsego,  1st  lieut.;  died  of  disease  Aug.  7,  1804. 

Willard  A.  Musson,  Butternuts,  2d  lieut.;  pro.  t<»  1st  lieut.  Co.  E,  Nov.  24,  *63; 
wounded  May,  1804;  pro.  to  capt.  Sept.  IS,  1804;  killed  in  action  at 
Burgess’  Farm,  Oct.  27,  1804. 

William  Church,  Otego,  1st  sergt. ; discharged. 

James  L.  Patterson,  Butternuts,  sergt. ; pro.  to  1st  sergt.  Nov.  26,1862;  reduce* I 
March  17,  18G3. 

Theodore  N.  Doubleday,  Otsego,  sergt.;  wounded  at  Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  14, 
1864 ; discharged. 

Solomon  A.  Green,  Otego,  sergt.;  died  of  disease,  1863. 

Jo-eph  W.  IIcslop,  Butternuts,  sergt.;  dis.  with  regt. 

William  M.  Rogers,  Otego,  corp.;  dis.  with  regt. 

Herman  House,  Otsego,  corp. ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  E.  Stebbins,  Butternuts,  corp. ; pro.  to  sergt.  Sept.  24, 1863  ; to  1st  sergt. 
Oct.  12,  1804  ; to  2d  lieut.  in  Co.  A,  Nov.  21, 1VG4 ; dis.  with  regt. 

Joseph  C.  Frone,  Otego,  corp. ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Francis  I).  Butler,  Butternuts,  corp.;  pro.  to  1st  sergt.  March  17,1863;  to  1st 
lieut.  Oct.  12,  1804;  to  capt.  Co.  D,  Dec.  20,  ls04  ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  51.  Whitney,  Otego,  corp. ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  Iloughtaling,  Oneonta,  corp. ; reduced  March  17, 1863. 

Charles  A.  Stebbins,  Butternuts,  corp.;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 
Spottsyl  vania  Court-House. 

William  C.  Ilickox,  Butternuts,  mus. ; pro.  to  chief  mus.  of  regt.;  dis.  with 
regt. 

Frederick  Coss.  Butternuts,  mus. ; dis.  with  regt.  as  private. 

William  II.  Hastings,  Butternuts,  wagoner;  discharged. 

James  Alger,  Oneonta ; dis.  with  regt. 

Chauncoy  Algor,  Oneonta;  wounded  at  Wilderness;  dis.  with  regt. 

Elias  Alger,  Oneonta;  died  of  disease. 

Hiram  Alger,  Oneonta;  dis.  with  regt. 

Franklin  Allen,  Otego;  discharged. 

Janies  Bowmaker,  Otsego;  discharged. 

Elisha  K.  Burges*,  Butternuts;  missing  in  action  at  Wilderness. 

Leonard  W.  Baldwin,  Otsego ; acted  as  chief  nurse  of  regt.  and  as  ho^p.  stew, 
at  division  hospital ; dis.  with  regt. 

Thomas  Brown,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  Spot tsyl vania ; dis.  with  regt. 

Addison  Ballard,  Otego. 

Edward  A.  Baldwin,  Otego ; discharged. 

Joshua  II.  Bvanl,  Otsego;  rejected  by  surg.  and  not  mus. 

William  N.  Bather,  Oneonta  ; discharged. 

Amos  F.  Beach,  Ots»’go  ; discharged. 

Albert  Bryant,  Butb  rnuts;  died  of  wounds  received  before  Petersburg. 

William  II.  Beardsley,  Butternuts;  trails,  to  V.  R.  C. 

William  D.  Bunnell,  Otsego  ; wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Deep  Bottom* 
pii'ded  Nov.  20,  iMil;  dis.  with  regt. 
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Milliard  Cleuvcland,  Butternuts;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

lm  K.  Carpenter,  Butternuts;  at  gmeral  hospital  when  regt.  was  dis. 

Parker  L.  Coats,  Otsego ; died  of  disease. 

|«.m-  W.  Clinton,  Butternuts;  discharged, 
judson  K.  Davis,  Butternuts;  dis.  with  r egt. 

George  L.  Davis,  Butternuts;  killed  in  action  at  Cold  ITarhor. 

George  Foster,  Butternuts;  taken  prisoner  June  22,  18t>l ; discharged. 

William  L.  Fenton,  Otsego;  wounded  at  Deep  Bottom  ; dis.  with  regt. 
t Earles  II.  Fenton,  Exeter;  wounded  before  Petersburg;  trans.  to  V’.  R.  C. 
Ilenry  Gregory,  Butternuts;  discharged. 

Nathan  Graves,  Oneonta;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Silofimn  N.  Goodrich,  Otego;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

John  II.  Goodwell,  Butternuts ; pro.  to  corp.  March  10, 1802;  died  of  disease  at 
. Hampton  hospital. 

John  T.  Hustings,  Butternuts;  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  18,  1802;  to  sergt.  Nov.  1, 
1804;  to  sergt. -maj.  Dec.  24,  1804;  dis.  w ith  regt. 

Kims  Iloiightaliug,  Oneonta ;~dis.  with  regt. 

G«*<»rge  Johnson,  Otsego ; dis.  with  regt. 

Ihwiiel  G.  Lindsley,  Otsego;  dis.  with  regt. 

Samuel  Leonard,  Jr.,  Oneonta ; discharged. 
la*vi  Lnniphere,  Butternuts;  dis.  with  regt. 

Gilbert  .Miller,  Butternuts;  discharged. 

Charles  Morey,  Exeter;  wounded  on  skirmish  line  at  Turkey  Ilill,  May  31, 
1804;  dis.  with  regt. 

Gilbert  S.  Mallory,  Butternuts;  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  24,  IS 03 ; wounded  at  Wil- 
derness; pro.  to  sergt.  May  1,  1SG5;  to  1st  sergt.  May  13,  1SG5;  dis.  with 
regt. 

Samuel  Moulton,  Butternuts;  discharged. 

Lewis  G.  Murray,  Butternuts  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

John  31  ills,  Otego. 

Wesley  D.  Morehouse,  Otego. 

Leonard  Pratt,  Oneonta. 

Reuben  Parish,  Oneonta;  rejected  by  surg.  on  account  of  disability. 

William  II.  Peters,  Butternuts;  dis.  with  regt. 

George  Perkins,  Edmeston  ; at  gen.  hosp.  when  regt.  was  dis. 

Willard  Rock  well,  Otego  ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  Roney,  Butternuts;  taken  prisoner;  died  at  Andersonville. 

John  W.  Rogers,  Otego;  sent  to  gen.  hdsp;  no  report. 

Joshua  A.  Slade,  Butternuts;  dis.  with  regt. 

Daniel  Sullivan,  Oneonta. 

Richard  Severn,  Butternuts;  sent  to  gen.  hosp.;  no  report. 

Samuel  A.  Silva,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  II.  Silva,  Butternuts  ; at  gen.  hosp.  when  regt.  was  dis. 

Justus  L.  Simpson,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  the  North  Anna;  discharged. 
Francis  M.  Sisson,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  Reams’  Station;  pro.  to  corp.  31  ay 
1, 18(35;  dis.  with  regt. 

Asaph  C.  Truman,  Otego;  died  of  disease. 

Richard  II.  Treadwell,  Otego;  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Jan.  11,  1SG5;  res.  June  15, 1SG5. 
Edmund  Townsend,  Otego;  discharged. 

Charles  G.  Thompson,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  Wilderness;  dis.  with  regt. 
Jacob  H.  Wallace,  Butternuts;  wounded  at  Wilderness;  discharged. 

Cliauncey  E.  Whetmore,  Butternuts. 

James  It.  Thayer,  Butternuts;  discharged. 

Elias  Alger,  Oneonta;  enl.  Jan.  4, 1804;  absent  at  hosp.  when  regt.  was  dis. 
Erving  Banker,  Maryland;  enl.  March  29,  1804;  taken  prisoner;  died  at 
Andersonville. 

COMPANY  n. 

Uriah  B.  Kendall,  Hartwick,  capt. ; dis.  Oct.  8, 1803. 

William  R.  Patrick,  Pittsfield,  1st  lieut. ; res.  Jan.  30,  1SC3. 

William  L.  Hopkins,  Laurens,  2d  lieut. ; res.  Jan.  14,  18G3. 

Lester  Weston,  31iddlcfield,  1st  sergt.;  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  31arch  1,  180-3;  dis. 
June  19,  1SC3. 

Elisha  It.  31  ills,  Hartwick,  sergt. 

Hatvev  P.  Luce,  Hartwick,  sergt.;  dis.  with  regt. 

William  H.  Merrill,  Laurens,  sergt. 

Stephen  P.  Walling,  Pittsfield,  sergt. ; discharged. 

Ahram  P.  Bloodgood,  3D 1 ford,  corp. ; pro.  to  sergt.  April  19,  1803;  wounded  at 
S|Hitt\v Ivuma  Court-House,  May  13,  1804;  discharged. 

Lnrnway  1>.  Brown,  Laurens,  corp. 

Nathaniel  Fenton,  Pittsfield,  corp. ; killed  in  action  at  Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  14, 
1804. 

Daniel  B.  Fiteh,  New  Lisbon,  corp.;  pro.  to  sergt.  31  arch  11,  1803;  to  1st  sergt. 
April  10,  180-4;  wounded  at  Si»otLsylvania  Court-House,  May  13,  1804,  and 
at  Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  14,  1804;  nm*t.  as  2d  lieut  *-f  Co.  1>,  Dec.  14,  18(34; 
and  as  1st  lieut.  of  Co.  A,  Dec.  27,  1804;  com.,  but  not  must,  as  capt.;  dis. 
with  regt. 

Hoiniv  Hill,  Laurens,  corp. ; wounded  at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  3lay  12, 
1*04;  dis.  at  Mower  Geii'-nil  llosj  it.il. 

Thom. is  Jeuks,  Hart  s\  ick,  corp. ; (runs,  to  \ . lw.  C. 

Edwin  l’i«  kens,  Hartwick,  corp;  discharged. 

Daniel  M.  Toiler,  New  Lisbon,  Corp,  discharged. 

Lucius  I*.  Adams,  New  Lislnm,  imim  iun ; died  at  Fort  3Iarcy,  1 8* * 1 . 

J'  i'e  hi  lab  It.  Straight,  Piftthdd,  musician  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

!!••//•  1 sti-vens,  Hartwick.  wagoner;  >lis.  with  regt. 

AH  in  II.  Alger,  Kdmestoti ; dis.  1>G2. 

'I»is*»u  D.  Arnold,  Hartwick  ; reject'  d by  mini.  insp.  Oct.  15,  1802. 

Addison  Barnes,  31iltord  ; wounded  at  North  Anna,  May  ^4,  1m»4;  discharged. 


Melvin  Barnes,  3IilfortI  ; pro.  to  corp.  31arch  11,  1803,  to  sergt.  Oct.  *28,  1863 ; 
killed  in  action  at  Reams’  Station,  Aug.  25,  18(34. 

William  B.  Beernun,  Laurens;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania,  3Iay,  1804;  trans.  to 
Y.  R.  C. 

Monzo  Bishop,  Hartwick  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Lewis  C.  Briggs,  New  Lisbon  ; pro.  to  sergt.  Nov.  1,  18G4;  discharged. 

Ezra  B.  Brow  n,  Pittsfield;  taken  prisoner  June  22,  1864;  and  taken  to  Ander- 
sonville; released  on  parole  April  2$,  1805  ; dis.  May  22,  1805. 

James  W.  Brown,  Pittsfield  ; i»ro.  to  corp.  April  19,  1803;  to  sergt.  Oct.  28, 1863  ; 
died  May,  1804,  of  wounds  received  at  Sjiottsyl vania. 

Dun  ford  Bruce,  Pittsfield;  died  of  smallpox,  1803. 

3Iorris  L.  Bruce,  Pittsfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

Charles  E.  Bunn,  Hartwick  ; pro.  to  sergt.  Nov.  1,  1804;  dig.  with  regt. 

Cortis  S.  Cogshall,  Pittsfield  ; wounded  at  Wilderness,  May  6,  1804;  dis.  with 
regt. 

George  R.  Cole,  Pittsfield;  dis.  with  regt. 

Russell  L.  Cole,  Pittsfield ; taken  prisoner  May  10,  1804;  died  at  Anderson* 
ville. 

William  Combs,  Hartwick;  dis.  with  regt. 

Earl  II.  Davis,  Hartwick;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania,  3Iay  12,  1804,  and  before 
Petersburg,  June  23,  1S04 ; pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  1,  1804  ; to  sergt.  May  1, 
180.5;  dis.  with  regt. 

Aaron  Fearis,  Hartwick;  wounded  at  Spottsylvauia,  1804;  dis.  with  regt. 

Henry  Freelan,  Hartwick  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Danford  Gage,  3lilford. 

Edgar  W.  Gage,  3Iilf»»rd. 

William  T.  Gallup,  Pittsfield  ; died  of  disease. 

Albert  Garnet,  Laurens;  wounded  at  Reams’  Station,  Aug.  25,1804;  pro.  to 
corp.  3lay  1,  18G5;  dis.  w ith  regt. 

John  George,  Jr.,  Laurens;  dis.  from  general  hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler. 

Darius  31.  Gifford,  Hartwick  ; dis.  at  3Iunsorfs  Ilill,  Va.,  in  180-5. 

Edwin  G.  Hall,  Hartwick  ; pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  20,  1862;  to  sergt.  Aug.  25,  1804:  to 
1st  sergt.  Dec.  14,1864;  dis.  with  regt. 

Stephen  Holden,  Hartw  ick  ; pro.  to  1st  sergt.  31arch  12, 1863  ; mn?.  ns  2d  lieuL 
April  16,  1804 ; wounded  at  Wildernes  3Iay  0,1804;  it. us.  as  capt.  Feb. 
11,  1865;  dis.  with  regt. 

Levi  House,  Pittsfield;  discharged. 

James  W.  Hubbard,  Laurens;  wounded  at  ilderness,  3Iay  0, 1804;  killed  on 
picket  near  Fort  Stedman,  Nov.  16,  1804. 

Silas  Ingalsbe,  Hartwick  ; discharged. 

3Iilton  Jenks,  Hartwick  ; died  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  1863. 

Gilbert  Joslin,  Hartwick  ; discharged. 

Amos  Keith,  Hartwick  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Elijah  R.  Keith,  3lilford  ; discharged. 

Henry  J.  Kellogg,  Hartwick  ; discharged. 

Galen  II.  Lull,  Laurens;  taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg,  June  22,  1864; 
died  at  Andersonville. 

Hugh  W.  Lynch,  New  Lisbon  ; discharged. 

Henry  31arr,  Hartwick;  dis.  with  regt. 

William  3Iickle,  Laurens;  absent  sick  when  regt.  was  dis. 

Hiram  3Iorrison,  3laryland;  served  in  division  pioneer  corps,  from  October, 
1863  ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  31.  Pashley,  Otsego;  killed  in  action  at  Wilderness,  M;«y  6,  1 804 . 

Stephen  Radley,  Pittsfield;  killed  in  action  at  Cold  Harbor,  June,  180-1. 

William  J.  Radley,  Pittsfield;  discharged,  1802. 

Philander  Richards,  Hartwick;  killed  in  action  at  Siiottsylvania,  3Iay  11,  18C4. 

Silas  Rider,  Marylaud  ; trans.  to  the  Y.  R.  C. 

■^Alanson  Sherman,  Hartwick  ; dis.  near  Stevensburg,  A* a. 

^ Etson  Sherman,  Hartwick;  discharged. 

■— .Delavan  Sherman,  Hartwick;  wounded  at  Reams’  Station,  Aug.  25,  1864;  dis. 
with  regt. 

Richard  Stedman,  Pittsfield;  killed  in  action  at  Spottsylvania,  3Iay  11,  1<G4. 

Augustus  Steere,  Jr.,  Laurens;  wounded  at  3Iiue  Run,  Nov.  27,  Is 03 ; iiieM  in 
the  Wilderness  on  the  march,  3lay  5,  1804. 

Henry  Salisbury,  Hartwick;  discharged. 

Joshua  Stevens,  Pittsfield;  discharged. 

Charles  W.  Stevenson,  3Iorris;  pro.  to  corp.,  April  1,  1865;  dis.  with  regt. 

Orrin  Thayer,  Pittsfield;  discharged. 

Smith  I..  Vau  Dusen,  New  Lisbon;  died  June  0,  1864,  at  Armory  Square  Hew. 
pital,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at  Spottsylvuuia. 

Squire  S.  Walker,  Hartwick. 

John  J.  Wallev,  31  i I ford;  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  25,  1SG4;  to  sergt.  Maj  1.  1K4 ; 
wounded  at  Cold  Harbor;  trans.  to  V.  U.  C. 

Henry  A.  Waters,  Pittsfield;  absent  sick  when  regt.  was  dis. 

Joshua  Weaver,  Jr.,  Pittsfield  ; dis.  with  regt. 

John  H.  Weeks,  Hartwick;  pro.  to  corp.  Aug.  25,  1801;  received  medal  of 
honor  for  capturing  rebel  flag  at  Si*ottsylvama;  wounded  by  accident, 
Oct.  27,  1804  ; discharged. 

Alonzo  Wellman,  Milford  ; dis.  with  regt. 

Hiram  Whihnarsli,  Laurens;  wound  'd  at  Cold  Harbor,  June,  1804 ; di.-«  bai g-^1. 

William  Harrington,  Pittdleld;  discharged. 

John  3IcLeish,  Pittsfield  ; discharged. 

Jeremiah  Parish,  Maryland;  wounded  at  Reams’  Station,  Aug.  25,  1>G4;  dis- 
charged. 

RECRUITS. 

Melville  N.  Kellogg,  Hartwick;  enl.  March  31,  lso4;  died  of  wounds  r-un-  I 
in  uctiou  at  Wilder u ees,  31  ay  7,  l8*:|.  • 
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0«car  Every,  Milford;  onl.  Feb.  26,  1861;  killed  on  picket  near  Fort  Steelman, 
Nov.  14,  1861. 

William  Van  Worm<*r,  Milford;  enl.  Nov.  5,  1862. 

Joseph  F.  McLei»h  ; enl.  Feb.  20,  1864. 

Dewitt  Pierce,  Hartwick  ; joined  regt.  Feb.  22,  I860 ; dis.  with  regt. 

CO 31  PAN  Y I. 

Alonzo  A.  Bingham,  Otsego,  capt. ; r»*s.  Dec.  21,  1863. 

Cliarleu  Hamilton,  Uosoliooni,  1st  lieut.;  pro.  to  capt.  Jan.  18,  1864;  dis.  Oct. 
28,  1864. 

Edward  W.  Butler,  Roseboom,  2d  lieut.:  rea.  July  8, 1863. 

John  Post,  Jr.,  Roseboom,  1st  sergt.;  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,1864; 
discharged. 

A.  Louis  Yilloz,  Otsego,  s*wgt. ; wounded  at  North  Anna;  dis.  with  regt. 
Francis  McCormick,  Roseboom.  sergt.;  trans.  to  V.  U.  C. 

Henry  Hill,  Otsogo,  sergt. ; niis-ing  in  action  at  Reams’  Station. 

Robert  J.  Wilbur,  Otsego,  sergt. ; trans.  to  V.  It.  C. 

Edwards  Tillengh.ust,  Otsego,  corp. ; discharged. 

John  C.  Lasher,  Otsego,  corp. ; dis.  with  regt. 

Hiram  Butler,  Roseboom,  cor]*.;  pro.  to  sergt.  Nov.  22,  1863;  wounded  June 
2*2,  1864;  1st  sergt.  March  1,  I860;  discharged. 

Perry  Tripp,  Otsego,  corp. 

John  L.  Butler,  Rusebooin,  corp.;  pro.  to  sergt.  June  1,  1864  ; wounded  before 
Petersburg;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Daniel  E.  Sullivan,  Roseboom,  corp.;  dis.  with  regt. 

Rmlolphus  Benjamin,  Burlington,  c->rp. ; trans.  to  V.  It.  C. 

John  Delaney,  Otsego,  corp. ; taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg;  died  of  disease 
at  Fortress  Monroe. 

Henry  Lovejoy,  Itoseboom,  mus. ; died  of  disease  near  Stevensburg,  Va. 

George  Winans,  Wcstford,  mus.;  served  as  private;  wounded  June  22,  1864, 
n«-ar  Petersburg ; discharged. 

William  Albert,  Worcester. 

Michael  P.  Agan,  Roseboom ; wounded  at  Wilderness,  May  6,1864;  trans.  to 
V.  R.  C. 

Ceylon  0.  Andrews,  Otsego;  dis.  with  regt. 

Gloud  Avery,  Ilai  twick  ; discharged. 

James  Armstrong,  Roseboom  ; d;s.  with  regt. 

William  Burnside,  Worcester.  . - 

Robert  31.  Bishop,  New  Lisbon;  died  of  disease  in  New  York  city,  in  1863. 
Oscar  A.  Brown,  Roseboom ; pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  30,  1862;  to  sergt.  Feb.  1,  1864  ; 

wounded  at  Reams’  Station  ; dis.  with  regt. 

George  Coppernoll,  Otsego ; dis.  with  regt. 

J 0:0b  II.  Christman,  Laurens;  discharged. 

Aaron  Grouch,  Otsego;  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  8, 1863;  to  sergt.  Sept.  1,  1864;  acted 
as  color-sergt. ; dis.  w ith  regt. 

Hiram  Carr,  Laurens;  discharged. 

Smith  II.  Crocker,  Roseboom  ; died  at  City  Point  hospital  in  1864. 

Chappell  Drew,  3liddlefield  ; trans.  to  Y.  R.  C. 

J. lines  Elliot,  Roseboom. 

John  Eggleston,  Ot. •'ego  ; discharged. 

31  a reus  M.  Grcenwald,  Roseboom;  missing  in  action  at  Deep  Bottom,  Aag.  14, 
1864. 

Harris  Grcenwald,  Roseboom  ; on  furlongh  when  regt.  was  dis. 

John  J.  Hamlin,  Roselioom ; dis.  with  regt. 

William  H.  Hadsell,  Ilo^eboom;  killed  in  action  at  Cold  Uarbor. 

Alfred  Jacobs,  Roseboom  ; discharged. 

Frederick  T.  Jarvis,  Otsego;  discharged. 

William  J.  Kellogg,  Hartwick ; pro.  to  sergt.-maj.  Oct.  16,  186? ; to  2d  lieut. 

of  Co.  H June  3,  1663 ; to  capt.  Oct.  13,  1861 ; dis.  April  16,  l8i>4. 

Charles  Keech,  Pitt.-field;  taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg,  June  22,  1864- 
died  at  Andersonville. 

Jonathan  I).  Lovejoy,  Ros  boom;  discharged. 

Sylvester  Lape,  Worcester. 

Henry  Lane,  Worcester. 

Luke  Mandeville,  Otsego;  discharged. 

James  II.  Miller,  Roseboom  ; trans.  to  V.  R.  C. 

Jam'--*  II  31cKinley,  Ro^elnMim ; died  of  disease. 

David  A.  Maine,  Roseboom;  wounded  at  Wilderness,  31 ay,  1864;  pro.  to  corp. 

June  i:>,  I860;  dis.  with  regt. 

Jer^Ipftlickle,  Wi»rc»*Ht*‘r ; dis.  with  regt. 

Hi  mm  .S.  Mereness,  Worcester;  dis.  with  regt. 

Charles  3taguire,  Worcester;  dis.  with  regt. 

Aaron  L.  Putnam,  Rosclwmm ; pro.  to  corp.  March  1,  1864;  wounded  before 
Petersburg,  June  22,  1*64;  absent  at  hospital  when  regt.  win  discharged. 
Cornelius  Putnam,  Roseboom ; dn.  with  regt. 

Chester  Pierce,  Laurens:  d acharged. 

James  II.  QuaikenbU'h,  Otsego;  disci  arged. 

William  S.  Queal,  Worcester;  discharged. 

S nieon  .Reno,  K»si-l>«>*>m. 

Ky«n,  OI-.  .'i : taken  prisoner  at  Deep  Bottom  ; rejoined  regt.  Feb.  10, 
i860;  dis.  with  r**gt. 

G eorg*’  P.  Smith,  Otsego. 

Wheeler  Sullivan,  lbn-liooni ; discharged. 

Charles  T.  >tevrn>,  Burlingt  *n. 

Lucius  M.  Stevens,  Hartwick  ; d:‘s.  with  regt. 

Henry  Smith,  Richfield. 

Jacob  H.  Teal,  Rooeb  >0111. 


William  Van  Patton,  Worcester;  discharged. 

Thomas  31.  Westfall,  Worcester. 

A.  Joseph  Fratts,  Roseboom  ; kilhnl  in  action  at  Cold  Uarbor,  Va.,  June,  1864. 
Samuel  3Iallory,  Hartwick;  discharged. 

Azariah  Hoyt,  New  Lisbon  ; discharged. 

Amos  Crounse,  Roselnxmi;  pro.  to  corp.  Feb.  25,  1863;  wounded  at  Cold  Har- 
bor; discharged. 

Edgar  Voorhees,  Worcester;  dis.  with  regt. 

John  Fitzgerald,  Otsego  ; discharged. 

William  II.  Town,  Roseboom  ; dis.  with  regt. 

RECRUITS. 

John  Putnam,  Rose-boom  ; enl.  Feb.  13,  1864  dis.  w ith  regt. 

George  F.  Bush,  Roseboom  ; enl.  Feb.  6,  1804;  killed  on  picket,  Nov.  14,  1864, 
near  Petersburg,  Va. 

C03IPANY  K. 

Lewis  A.  Campbell,  Cherry  Valley ; 1st  lieut.;  taken  prisoner  hpfore  Peters- 
burg, June  22,  1864;  coin,  hut  not  mus.  as  capt. : dis.  with  regt. 

Cornelius  W.  Hardeudorf,  Cherry  Valley  ; corp  ; died  of  disease  at  regimental 
hospital,  near  Stevensburg,  Va. 

3Iadison  Dickinson,  Roseboom;  taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg,  June  22, 
1864;  died  at  Ander-onville. 

Smith  Foster,  Worcester;  dis.  with  regt. 

Irwin  31.  Persons,  Worcester;  died  of  measles  at  regimental  hospital,  Dec.  5, 
1863. 

Almon  D.  Phillips,  Worcester;  dis.  with  regt. 

3Iichael  Sheets,  Richfield. 

Hiram  Tiffany,  Worcester;  discharged. 

Janies  K.  Watson,  Worcester. 

Nelson  Wayman,  Worcester ; dis.  with  regt. 

Orin  D.  Welch,  Richfield  ; wounded  at  Wilderness  ; discharged. 

George  F.  White,  Richfield;  discharged. 

Asa  31.  Woldorf,  Roseboom  ; dis.  with  regt. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

Third  Regiment  of  Cavalry — Sixth  Cavalry  Regiment. 

The  3d  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  otherwise  known  as  the 
“ Van  Alcn  Cavalry,”  was  organized  at  New  York  city,  to 
serve  for  three  years.  The  companies  of  which  it  was 
composed  were  raised  principally  in  the  counties  of  Albany, 
Schoharie,  Chemung,  Delaware,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Orleans, 
Otsego,  and  Monroe.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  from  July  17  to  Aug.  27,  1 SCI. 

The  following  were  the  regimental  officers  : colonel,  James 
Van  Alen  ; lieutenant-colonel,  Simon  H.  Mix  ; major,  John 
Mix  ; surgeon,  William  II.  Palmer ; assistant  surgeon, 
Frederick  Douglass ; chaplain,  Ebenezer  G.  Townsend ; 
adjutant,  Samuel  G.  Pierce;  sergeant-major,  Collins  Clies- 
brough  ; quartermaster’s  sergeant,  John  M.  Ruliffson. 

The  regiment  left  for  the  front  during  the  fall,  and  late 
in  the  season,  after  performing  considerable  picket  dutv. 
went  into  camp  at  Poolesville.  Here  they  passed  the  winter 
in  picketing  and  scouting,  and  early  in  March,  1SG2,  broke 
camp  and  marched  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  they  crossed 
the  Potomac  and  proceeded  to  Perryville.  Major  Mix, 
with  a battalion,  had  entered  this  place  March  7,  coming 
upon  the  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  as  they  were  evacuating 
it.  About  this  period  several  charges  on  the  enemy  were 
made  by  various  portions  of  the  regiment,  in  which  they  were 
successful.  One  was  made  during  Banks’  advance  from 
V inchester,  and  another  by  a platoon  under  command  of 
Adj.  Geo.  h.  Gourand  and  Lieut.  Chc>boro,  near  Newtown. 

April  S,  Col.  Van  Alen  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  iu 
the  command  of  the  regiment  by  Col.  Mix. 

On  April  2t)  the  regiment  arrived  at  Washington,  and 
soon  after  proceeded  to  Newborn,  North  Carolina.  Dec.  1 1 , 
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General  Foster  left  Newborn  on  an  expedition  to  Goldsboro’ 
and  Weldon,  the  3d  Cavalry  comprising  part  of  his  force 
and  occupying  the  important  position  of  advance  guard. 
The  force  moved  up  the  Trent  river  road  a distance  of  ten 
miles,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night.  At  sunrise 
on  the  following  day  the  march  was  resumed,  and  at  night 
they  encamped  in  line  of  battle  eleven  miles  distant  from 
Kingston.  The  line  of  march  was  taken  up  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  the  3d  keeping  up  a ceaseless  round  of  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  in  clearing  the  way  for  advance. 
When  within  seven  miles  from  Kingston,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Whitehall  and  main  Kingston  roads,  they  met  the  enemy 
in  force.  A spirited  contest  ensued,  the  cavalry  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  and  the  infantry,  charging,  captured 
the  rebel  battery.  The  march  was  immediately  resumed, 
and  at  nightfall  they  halted  three  miles  from  Kingston. 
At  daybreak  next  morning  the  advance  was  continued,  and 
when  within  two  miles  from  Kingston  they  came  to  the 
rebel  picket  line,  which  was  forced  back  to  the  breastworks, 
where  they  found  six  thousand  of  the  enemy  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Evans.  The  Union  forces  opened  the  fight, 
and  after  a sharply-contested  struggle  the  enemy  was  driven 
from  his  position,  and  lost  400  prisoners  and  11  guns.  In 
an  almost  hand-to-hand  contest  the  3d  routed  and  drove 
from  the  field  the  2d  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 

On  April  IS,  Companies -A  and  E captured  the  battle- 
flag  of  the  7th  Confederate  Cavalry.  This  flag  was  for- 
mally presented  to  the  regiment  by  Maj.-Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 
commander  of  the  ISth  Army  Corps,  ‘‘ as  a distinguished 
mark  of  the  favor  and  appreciation  in  which  Col.  Mix’s 
command  is  held.” 

May  8,  the  company  of  Geo.  W.  Lewis,  which  fought 
at  Bull  Run  as  infantry  with  the  “ old  13th,”  and  was 
subsequently  transferred  to  the  3d  Cavalry  as  a part  of 
Company  Iv,  were  mustered  out  of  the  service.  This  com- 
pany saw  severe  service,  and  at  muster-out  numbered  hut 
thirty-four. 

On  May  4,  Companies  A,  E,  F,  and  G,  under  command 
of  Lieut. -Col.  Lewis,  left  Newbern  upon  a reconnoissance. 
A bridge  at  Mill  Creek,  thirteen  miles  out,  which  had  been 
destroyed,  was  rebuilt  by  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Crossing  this,  the  force  rode  forward  to  a point  called  Young’s 
Crossing,  eight  miles  distant,  and  there  learned  that  a com- 
pany of  rebel  cavalry  was  in  the  vicinity.  The  night  being 
lighted  by  the  effulgence  of  a full  moon,  it  was  decided  to 
continue  the  advance,  and  if  possible  discover  the  enemy. 
They  pressed  forward  a distance  of  about  fifteen  miles,  when 
the  rebel  camp  was  seen  by  the  roadside.  Company  E,  Capt. 
Stearns,  was  in  the  advance  and  charged  across  a narrow 
bridge,  which  soon  broke  down,  leaving  a portion  of  the 
command  in  the  rear.  Those  who  had  effected  a crossing, 
galloped  to  the  camp  and  demanded  a surrender.  The 
enemy  fired  one  volley  and  ran,  not,  however,  until  2 were 
killed  and  14  taken  prisoners.  The  3d  retraced  its  line  of 
march,  and  at  daybreak  on  the  following  day  reached 
Newbern. 

May  21  an  expedition,  under  command  of  Col.  Jones, 
ot  the  4Sth  Pennsylvania  '\  olunteers,  accompanied  by  four 
companies  of  the  3d  Cavalry  and  a howitzer  battery,  to- 
gether with  some  other  troops,  left  Newbern.  After  a march 


of  twenty  miles  a halt  was  made  to  build  a bridge,  which 
was  crossed  at  1 p.m.  The  next  day  they  came  upon  the 
enemy,  who  were  intrenched  in  a line  of  breastworks,  ex- 
tending along  the  Goldsboro’  and  Morehcad  railroad. 

Col.  Jones,  who  with  a part  of  the  force  had  marched 
during  the  night  to  the  railroad,  followed  down  toward  the 
rebel  position,  and  cut  his  way  through  the  woods  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy’s  first  and  second  lines.  As  they  came 
in  view  they  were  supposed  to  be  reinforcements,  and  the 
Union  force  in  front  received  the  rebel  fire.  With  a cheer 
the  line  advanced,  capturing  a twelve-pound  howitzer,  its 
captain  and  command,  and  ISO  men  of  the  50th  North 
Carolina  Regiment.  The  enemy  lost  50  killed  and  wounded. 
The  force  fell  back,  shelled  by  the  enemy,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  Jones’  camp  was  attacked  by  the  Confederate 
Gen.  Ransom,  who  fell  back  upon  the  arrival  of  Union 
reinforcements. 

July  18  a detachment,  consisting  of  Companies  A.  B. 
and  F,  proceeded  to  Fort  Anderson,  where  they  landed, 
and  moved  forward  seventeen  miles  to  Swift  creek,  when 
the  force  encamped,  and  on  the  following  day  marched  to 
Greenville,  on  Tar  river,  and  from  thence  to -"Sparta,  where 
they  bivouacked  until  the  morning  of  the  20th.  From 
this  point  a detachment  was  sent  out  to  Weldon  railroad, 
under  command  of  Maj.  Jacobs.  As  the  advance  reached 
the  road,  in  the  evening,  a train  was  seen  in  motion,  and 
private  White,  of  Co.  A,  galloped  alongside  of  the  loco- 
motive, and,  leaping  from  his  horse  to  the  cab,  placed  a re- 
volver at  the  head  of  the  engineer,  reversed  the  engine,  and 
brought  back  the  train,  on  which  15  of  the  enemy  were 
found  and  captured.  The  main  column  was  rejoined  at 
Tarboro,  when  the  entire  force  began  its  return,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  cavalry.  Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred 
during  the  fall  and  winter  to  relieve  the  ceaseless  monotony 
of  camp  life. 

On  May  4,  1SG4,  Gen.  Kautz,  with  two  brigades,  one 
of  which  embraced  the  3d  New  York  and  the  First  dis- 
trict of  Columbia  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Col.  Mix. 
set  out  from  Getty’s  Station  on  a raid  to  cut  the  Weldon  and 
Richmond  railroad.  At  evening  the  cavalry  arrived  at 
Wakefield,  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  railroad,  and  de- 
stroyed a long  line  truck.  On  the  following  morning,  Capt. 
Pierce  dashed  into  Lyttleton  and  captured  a quantity  of 
ammunition  and  supplies.  The  command  moved  forward, 
and  at  Bellamy’s  Bridge,  over  the  Nottoway,  found  tiie 
enemy  on  the  farther  side  behind  rifle-pits,  and  the  floor- 
ing of  the  bridge  removed.  Pierce,  with  his  squadron,  dis- 
mounted, crossed  the  stream,  charged  the  enemy,  and  dr  we 
them  into  the  woods.  The  bridge  was  repaired  with  rails,  and 
the  command  crossed  and  moved  rapidly  forward  to  8tony 
Creek  station,  where  they  had  an  engagement  and  defeated 
the  celebrated  Ilolcomb  Legion.  The  command  also  had 
desperate  encounters  at  White’s  Bridge  and  Janvtt’s  8;a- 
1 tion,  at  both  of  which  points  the  railroad  was  destr.  1. 
i They  returned  to  City  Point  via  Sussex  Court- Hon-  ■ - 

| stroying  sections  of  the  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  railroad  a 
| route.  City  Point  was  reached  May  4,  the  3d  having  lost 
3 killed  and  7 wounded. 

On  Juno  15,  Gen.  Kautz’s  division,  supported  by  in- 
fantry, advanced  on  the  works  at  Petersburg.  The  com- 
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maud  moved  to  the  left,  to  the  line  of  the  Petersburg  and 
Norfolk  railroad,  where  a section  of  artillery  was  planted 
and  opened  upon  the  rebel  works,  while  the  3d  Cavalry, 
under  command  of  Col.  Mix,  was  ordered  to  charge  a bat- 
tery of  six  guns.  Not  hesitating,  the  intrepid  colonel  and 
his  brave  followers  dashed  into  the  very  jaws  of  death,  re- 
ceiving the  deadly  fire  of  grape  and  canister  without  swerv- 
ing, while  their  ranks  fell  like  grain  before  the  sickle  of 
the  harvester. 

“ When  can  their  glory  fade, 

0,  the  wild  charge  they  made.” 

The  gallant  Col.  Mix  fell  mortally  wounded  while  swing- 
ing his  hat  and  shouting  “ Come  on,  men  !” 

June  29  the  regiment  was  in  an  engagement  at  Reams’ 
Station,  and  lost  heavily.  It  soon  after  went  into  camp  at 
Bermuda  Hundred,  and  on  July  21,  1805,  was  consolidated 
with  the  1st  Mounted  Rifles,  aud  designated  the  “ 4th  Pro- 
visional Cavalry.” 

THE  SIXTH  CAVALRY, 

otherwise  known  as  the  2d  “ Ira  Harris  Guard,”  was  a 
three  years’  regiment  organized  at  New  York,  and  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  in  December,  1801.  It  con- 
tained a few  Otsego  men.  The  colonel  was  Thos.  C.  Devin, 
who  was  promoted  to  brigadier-general  in  March,  1SG5. 
Lieut. -Col.  Duncan  McYicar  was  killed  April  30,  1SG3,  in 
action  near  Spottsylvania  Court-House.  Its  first  engage- 
ment was  at  Fredericksburg,  aud  its  first  charge  was  led  by 
Kilpatrick.  The  6th  saw  severe  service,  and  Gen.  Kil- 
patrick spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  its  gallant  conduct. 
Its  battle-roll  records  the  names  of  twenty-six  engagements, 
among  which  are  the  following:  South  Mountain,  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  Spottsylvania,  Chancellorsville,  Beverly 
Ford,  Middleburg,  Upperville,  Gettysburg,  Brandy  Station, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Mechanicsville,  Wilder- 
ness, Todd’s  Tavern,  Hawe’s  Shop,  Cold  Harbor,  Deep 
Bottom,  Opequan,  Fisher’s  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Appofnattox 
Station,  Siege  of  Richmond. 

June  15,  1805,  the  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the 
15th  New  York  Cavalry,  the  consolidated  force  being  known 
as  the  2d  New  York  Provisional  Cavalry. 


CHAPTER  XXI  X. 

OTSEGO  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

TJje  43d  Regiment — The  44th  Regiment — The  50th  Engineers — The 
1st  Regiment — The  S'Jth— The  HOth — The  114th— The  154th — I’d 
Regiment  Artillery — 1st,  3d,  and  10th  Artillery  Regiments. 

The  following  regiments  also  had  representatives  from 
this  county,  a brief  record  of  which  is  appended: 

THE  FORTY-THIRD  REGIMENT 

was  organized  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  three  years’  service. 

It  was  composed  of  companies  raised  in  the  counties  of  j 
Albany,  Montgomery,  New  Vork,  Otsego,  and  Washington.  | 
It  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  from  August 
20  to  Sept..  24,  1SG1,  with  Francis  !j.  \ inton  as  colonel,  and  ! 
Benjamin  F.  Baker  as  lieutenant-colonel.  On  the  ex  pint-  I 


tion  of  its  term  of  service  the  original  members  were  mus- 
tered out,  and  the  veterans  and  recruits  were  retained  in 
service  until  June  27,  1S65,  when  they  were  mustered  out 
in  accordance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

THE  FORTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  lamented  Col.  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth, 
who  was  shot  by  Jackson,  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  a movement 
was  started  fur  the  organization  of  a regiment  from  the 
State  at  large,  to  be  known  as  the  44th,  or  “ Ellsworth  s 
Avengers.”  The  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany,  and 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  from  August  30  to 
Oct.  15,  1861.  Stephen  W.  Stryker  was  colonel,  and 
James  C.  Rice,  lieutenant-colonel.  The  latter  was  sub- 
sequently promoted  to  brigadier-general. 

L.  L.  D.  Russell,  correspondent  of  the  London  Tinus, 
in  speaking  of  this  regiment  said,  “ The  New  York  44th 
Regiment  (Ellsworth’s)  in  soldierly  bearing  could  not  be 
excelled  by  any  regiment  in  any  army  in  Europe.” 

Nathaniel  Parker  Willis  spoke  of  this  regiment  as  fol- 
lows : “ Oh,  the  beauty  of  their  flat  backs  and  square 
shoulders ! — whatever  may  be  said  by  the  girls  of  the  side 
curls  and  moustaches, — if  we  do  not  hear  from  those  fine 
fellows  in  any  engagement  that  shall  give  them  a chance, 
men  judged  by  the  man  standard  are  deceitful.  They  are 
all  between  eighteen  and  thirty  years  of  age,  unmarried, 
and  picked  out  for  their  beauty.  For  a curps  of  men  more 
ready  than  others  to  be  killed  they  certainly  looked  very 
inviting.” 

“ We  did  hear  from  those  fine  fellows”  on  many  a hard- 
contested  field.  They  participated  in  the  following  battles  : 
York  town,  Hanover  Court-House,  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern 
Hill,  Second  Bull  Run.  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville, Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Jones’  Cross-Roads,  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Bethesda  Church,  Weldon  Railroad,  Peters- 
burg. The  regiment  saw  severe  service,  and  it  is  an  honor 
to  say,  “ I belonged  to  the  44th.” 

THE  FIFTIETH  ENGINEER  REGIMENT 

was  organized  by  Gen.  Chas.  B.  Stuart,  in  the  summer  of 
1861,  and  in  the  following  September  w;is  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Elmira,  as  “ Stuart’s  Independent  Volun- 
teers.” This  regiment  rendered  the  government  valuable 
assistance  iu  laying  pontons,  building  bridges,  etc.  It  was 
under  fire  at  various  times,  and  always  did  the  work  as- 
signed it  promptly  and  fearlessly. 

THE  FIFTY-FIRST  REGIMENT 

was  organized  in  New  York  city  to  serve  three  years.  It 
was  mustered  into  the  service  Oct.  23,  1801.  Co.  I of 
this  regiment  was  principally  raised  in  this  county.  This 
was  one  of  the  first  regiments  that  entered  the  service,  and 
nobly  did  it  perform  its  duty.  The  record  of  this  gallant 
band  of  men  is  a record  of  many  of  the  hardest  iuu_!;t 
battles  of  the  war.  It  participated  in  the  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Newborn,  Manassas,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain. 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  Jackson. 
1\  ilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  \V  cldon  Railroad,  and  Poplar  Spring  Church. 


Col.  David  Gardner. 

Photos  St  W.  C*.  Smith  , Coopehjtoww  f 7 


^rs.  Martha  E.  Gardner. 
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the  eighty- ninth  regiment 
w:im  organized  at  Elmira,  and  mustered  into  the  service 
Pec.  0,  1SGL.  It  soon  after  left  for  the  front,  and  its  bat- 
tle-flag bears  the  following  inscrii>tions : “ Suffolk,  Camden, 
South  Mountain,  Antietain,  Fredericksburg.” 

THE  NINETIETH  REGIMENT 

was  formed  in  New  York  city,  and  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice, with  Joseph  S.  Morgan  as  colonel,  in  December,  1801. 
In  battles  of  Port  Hudson,  Opequan,  Fisher’s  Ilill,  Cedar 
Creek. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Norwich,  to  serve  three 
years.  The  companies  of  which  it  was  composed  were 
chiefly  raised  in  the  Twenty-third  senatorial  district,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Chenango  and  Madison.  It  was 
mustered  into  the  service  Sept.  3,  1862.  The  regiment 
was  with  Gen.  Banks  in  the  department  of  the  Gulf,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Bisland  and  Siege  of  Port 
Hudson.  It  was  mustered  out  June  8,  1865. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

This  regiment  was  organized  at  Delhi,  N.  Y.,  for  three 
years,  and  the  companies  of  which  it  was  composed  were 
raised  in  Delaware  county,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
men  from  this  county.  It  was  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  Sept.  27,  18G2.  It  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Honey  Hill,  and  was  mustered  out  June  25, 
18G5. 

THE  SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY 
was  organized  in  New  York  city,  to  serve  three  years.  The 
companies  of  which  it  was  composed  were  raised  principally 
in  the  counties  of  New  York,  Oneida,  and  Herkimer.  It 
was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  Dec.  12, 
1863. 

It  saw  severe  service,  and  its  battle-flag  bears  the  follow- 
ing inscriptions : Second  Bull  Run,  North  Anna.  Spottsvl- 
vania,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Strawberry 
Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  New  Market  Road,  Charles  City 
Cross-Roads,  Reams’  Station. 

At  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service  the  original 
members  were  mustered  out;  the  regiment,  composed  of 
veterans  and  recruits,  retained  in  the  service.  It  was  con- 
solidated in  eight  companies,  and  four  companies  of  the  9th 
New  York  Artillery  transferred  to  it  June  27,  18G5. 
was  mustered  out  Sept.  29,  1865. 

There  were  a few  men  from  this  county  in  the  1st,  3d, 
and  16th  Artillery  Regiments. 

Our  military  history  is  closed.  \Ye  have  faithfully 
traced  the  history  of  the  various  regiments,  and  it  has 
been  our  honest  endeavor  to  place  before  the  people  of 
Otsego  County  a truthful  record  of  her  gallant  sons  who 
risked  their  lives  in  the  defense  of  their  country.  We 
have  sought  to  deal  justly  with  all,  and  give  deserving 
credit  to  each  and  every  regiment.  While  the  history  is  a 
record  of  many  of  the  severest  battles  of  the  war,  it  is  not  in 
any  particular  overdrawn  ; it  is  a 11  plain,  unvarnished  tale. ” 
It  has  been  impossible  to  sketch  many  individual  acts  of 
heroism,  but  these  were  not  wanting. 


Otsego  County  may  justly  point  with  pride  to  the  record 
of  her  soldiery,  as  no  section  of  our  country  acted  a more 
prominent  or  honorable  role  in  the  great  tragedy. 

Thirteen  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the 
rebellion,  and  we  find  our  country  a united  and  prosperous 
people.  Sectional  strife  is  rapidly  passing  away,  and  tbo 
same  hand  strews  flowers  alike  on  the  graves  of  the  Blue 
and  the  Gray. 

“ No  more  shall  the  war-cry  sever, 

Or  the  winding  rivers  he  red; 

They  banish  our  anger  forever, 

tV heu  they  laurel  the  graves  of  our  dead! 

“ Under  the  sod  and  the  dew, 

Waiting  the  judgment  day  ; 

Love  and  tears  for  the  Lilue, 

Tears  and  love  fur  the  Gray.” 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

TOWN  OF  BURLINGTON. 

Organization — Geographical — Topographical — Early  Settlers  and 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — The  First  Town-Meeting — Offi- 
cers Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  ISO'.!  to  1S7S — 
Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — 
Area— Equalized  and  Assessed  Valuation — Population  from  lst)0 
to  1S76. 

Burlington  was  formed  from  Otsego,  April  10.  1792. 
It  retained  its  original  dimensions  until  1797,  when  Pitts- 
field was  set  off,  and  it  was  still  further  diminished  in  area 
by  the  erection  of  Edmeston,  in  1808. 

It  is  an  interior  town  lying  northwest  of  the  centre  of  the 
county,  and  bounded  as  follows : On  the  north  by  Plain- 
field  and  Exeter;  on  the  east  by  Exeter,  Otsego,  and  1 1 art- 
wick  ; on  the  south  by  Hartwick  and  Xew  Lisbon,  and  on 
the  west  by  Edmeston.  Its  surface  consists  chiefly  of  a 
hilly  upland,  with  ridges  extending  north  and  south,  which 
at  various  points  attain  an  elevation  of  four  hundred  feet 
above  the  valleys.  The  soil  is  a slaty  and  gravelly  loam, 
well  adapted  to  agriculture.  The  town  is  watered  by  But- 
ternut and  Wharton  creeks. 

Although  this  territory  in  an  early  day  was  iu  a some- 
what isolated  location,  compared  with  the  lower  Butternut 
creek  valley  and  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  various 
other  locations  throughout  the  county,  still  it  was  settled  as 
early  as  1790,  and  its  arable  soil  and  healthful  climate  . n 
attracted  scores  of  pioneers,  and  not  many  years  elapsed 
ere  it  was  peopled  by  a thrifty  and  intelligent  colony,  who 
left  a respected  posterity. 

Among  the  first  who  entered  the  forest  wilds  were  Dea- 
con Benjamin,  Elijah,  Francis,  Richard,  and  Elisha  Her- 
rington, brothers,  who  came  from  Pownal,  \ t..  in  1790, 
and  settled  in  the  locality  known  as  “ Gardner  hill,  on  land 
of  the  Cooper  patent.  Deacon  Benjamin  Herrington  bad 
one  sou  born  in  \ oriuont,  and  three  daughters  in  this  town. 
The  son,  Gardner  Herrington,  now  at  the  advanced  age  id 
ninety  years,  resides  iu  the  town  with  his  son  David.  He 
also  has  two  daughters,  wives  of  John  and  Artemus  1 lot- 
dredge,  living  in  the  town.  The  brothers  of  Deacon  11. 
have  long  since  passed  away,  and  no  descendants  are  lett. 
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“ Tlie  hind  of  steady  habits"  sent  many  worthy  represen- 
tatives to  the  western  county  who  assisted  in  subduing  the 
forest  and  in  a great  measure  transmitted  to  the  new  settle- 
ments the  ennobling  character  of  the  sturdy  and  intelligent 
New  Englander.  Among  the  number  were  the  Johnsons, 
pioneers  of  1790,  Elisha,  Harris,  Ira,  and  John.  They 
came  with  their  families  and  located  on  adjoining  farms 
about  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Burlington  Flats,  on 
what  is  known  ;is  “ No.  10.”  Of  the  descendants  of  Elisha 
and  John,  none  are  living  in  the  town.  A daughter  of 
Harris,  Mrs.  Daniel  Dauchey,  occupies  the  old  homestead. 

Dyer  C.,  son  of  Ira  Johnson,  was  born  in  this  town  in 
179S,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1857.  Of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  five  are  residents  of  Burlington. 
Lyman  D.  resides  on  a farm  north  of  the  Flats,  where  he  is 
conducting  an  extensive  creamery  for  the  manufacture  of 
butter  and  cheese.  lie  married  Mary  A.  Denison,  and 
their  family  consists  of  the  following  children  : Edelbert, 
Dyer,  Cone,  Jozinah,  Ansel,  Albert,  Willard,  and  Lucy. 
Harriet  married  Peter  Brainerd.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Julia.  Marquis  married  Miss  A.  Porter, — one  daughter, 
Louisa.  Laura  married  A.  Harrington.  Ira  married 
Charlotte  Rose,  and  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

Samuel  Gardner  and  wife  were  pioneers  from  Pownal, 
Vt.,  and  settled  one  mile  north  of  West  Burlington  on 
a farm  which  he  owned  and  occupied  until  his  death. 
His  family  consisted  of  tive  children, — one  daughter  and 
four  sons,  viz.,  Mrs.  White  resides  in  New  Berlin,  Che- 
nango county.  Colonel  David  Gardner  occupies  the  home- 
stead where  he  was  born,  and  has  five  children, — Carrie  A., 
Otis  C.,  and  Samuel  W.,  reside  in  the  town  ; Mrs.  A.  M. 
Burgess  in  West  Winfield,  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Tracy  in  llcr- 
chester,  N.  Y. 

Hiram,  a brother  of  Colonel  Gardner,  is  a resident  of 
Branch  county,  Mich.  Edward  is  a resident  of  this  town, 
and  has  two  children  living,  viz.,  John  L.  and  Porter,  and 
one,  Hiram,  in  California.  Another  son,  Elias  C,  was  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  sacrificed  his  life  upon  the 
altar  of  country.  lie  died  in  a hospital  at  Washington. 

Paul  Gardner,  and  son  Clark,  were  also  pioneers,  who 
settled  on  Gardner  Hill.  The  former  long  since  passed 
away,  and  Clark  died  about  two  years  ago,  aged  nearly 
eighty-eight  years,  leaving  no  descendants. 

Lemuel  Ilubhell  and  sons  emigrated  from  Massachusetts 
and  settled  in  this  town  soon  after  17011,  in  the  locality 
subsequently  known  as  the  Hubbell  neighborhood. 

Lemuel  II.,  .Jr.,  selected  a location  adjoining  that  of  his 
lather,/  He  was  twice  married.  Alonzo,  a son  by  the 
first  marriage,  resides  in  Ionia,  Mich.  Children  by  the 
second  marriage  are  as  follows:  Laura,  widow  of  Alfred 
I'inmm,  and  Lucy,  wife  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Cady,  reside  in  this 
town,  Harriet  married  Daniel  Parker,  and  lives  in  Che-  ! 
,un'-"  comity,  and  Maria  is  the  wife  of  David  Soule,  a resi-  ; 
dent  of  Michigan. 


Hiram  Huhhcll,  sou  of  Lemuel  II.,  Sr.,  was  born  and 
"urri,  d >»  Burlington.  A son,  L.  Fitch  Hubbell,  lives  | 
aho\i  the  Mats,  |[t>  married  Cordelia  Brown,  and  has 
two  children,  Charles  and  Kate,  both  of  whom  reside  on 
the  hnim>trad  with  their  father. 


U was  a source  of  great  gratification  to  the  citizens  when, 


in  about  the  year  1847,  Avery  Park  erected  the  first  grist- 
mill in  Burlington  Green.  He,  together  with  his  wife  and 
family,  came  from  New  London,  Conn.,  in  about  ISOS, 
and  located  on  a farm  a short  distance  north  of  the 
Green.  Here  he  erected  a tannery,  and  operated  it  until 
1820,  when  he  removed  it  to  the  village,  and  continued  the 
business  until  1802.  He  died  in  1870,  and  a son,  Mr. 
Daniel  Park,  is  conducting  the  business  of  farming  and 
milling. 

Uriah  Baleom  came  into  Burlington  from  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  in  1793,  and  settled  on  a farm  near  the  Green, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death  iu  1848,  aged 
seventy-six.  Two  sons  are  living  in  the  town, — Eli,  south 
of  the  Green,  and  Lyman  on  the  old  homestead. 

An  early  settler  was  Peter  Jenks,  who  came  with  his 
wife  and  family  from  Massachusetts  in  1S0G,  and  settled 
three  miles  southeast  of  the  Green,  on  the  Davis  patent, 
where  he  remained  a tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death.  Five 
children  are  residents  of  the  county,  three  of  whom  live  in 
the  town,  viz.,  Hawkins,  Oney,  and  Peter. 

Zaecheus  Flint,  from  Connecticut,  settled  in  the  town  in 
1791,  one  mile  south  of  the  Green,  on  lands  of  the  Cooper 
patent.  A daughter,  the  wife  of  Hawkins  Jenks,  resides 
on  the  homestead. 

Amasa,  Willard,  and  Cady  Church,  with  their  families, 
came  from  Connecticut  in  1790.  The  two  latter  purchased 
lands  on  which  the  present  village  is  located.  Amasa  chose 
a location  adjoining  his  brothel's  on  the  south,  where  lie 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1839,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five.  A son,  Origcn  Church,  subsequently  occu- 
pied the  old  homestead.  Three  of  his  children  are  living 
in  the  town,  viz.,  Nancy,  wife  of  Alfred  S.  Bolton,  Mary, 
wife  of  Asa  W.  Sprague,  and  William,  wdio  is  a Baptist 
clergyman. 

William  Gorham,  an  honored  pioneer,  came  from  Bau- 
bury,  Connecticut,  in  1817,  and  settled  in  what  was  then 
known  as  Otego,  on  (Jtcgo  creek,  four  miles  west  of  One-, 
outa  village,  where  lie  died  in  1803. 

Mr.  George  S.  Gorham,  a son,  moved  to  Burlington 
Green  in  1830,  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  a practicing 
attorney-at-law.  He  has  three  children  residing  in  the 
county, — Charles  and  George  in  the  village  of  Burlington, 
and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Bayard,  iu  t ho  town  of  Otsego. 

Charles  T.  Gorham,  a son  of  William  Gorham,  was 
clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  II.  Ford,  at  Oneonta,  and  in  1832 
emigrated  to  Marshall,  Michigan,  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile and  subsequently  in  banking  business.  He  served  five 
years  as  United  States  minister  to  the  Hague,  and  upon  his 
return  was  appointed  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Rev.  Barlow  W.  Gorham  resides  in  Iowa. 

The  pioneers  in  this  locality  endured  hardships,  and 
braved  dangers  and  discouragements,  such  as  even  the 
pioneers  of  to-day  who  locate  at  the  base  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  or  pitch  their  tents  on  the  plains  of  New  Mex- 
ico, know  but  little  of.  A freshet  would  overflow  the 
river’s  banks  and  the  crops  he  swept  away  ; or,  perchance, 
an  early  frost  would  destroy  the  results  of  the  summer's 
toil.  These  were  occurrences  not  at  all  uncommon,  and  it 
required  stout  hearts  to  meet  them,  and  an  invincible  de- 
termination to  overcome  and  conquer  them,  l’ercz  Briggs, 


JOHN  NORTON. 


MRS.  LUCY  NORTON. 


Agetl  93  years,  2 months,  24  clays. 


Aged  98  years,  2 months,  10  days. 


JOHN  NORTON. 


'Among  the  most  respected  pioneer  families  of  Otsego  County 
may  be  mentioned  the  Norton  family.  John  Norton  was  born 
in  Chatham,  Conn.,  April  7,  1775.  Coming  upon  the  stage  of 
action  only  a few  days  before  the  first  gun  was  fired  which  was 
the  signal  of  war  between  the  thirteen  united  colonies  and  their 
mother  country,  he  was  early  disciplined  to  endure  all  the  priva- 
tions incident  to  those  revolutionary  days.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  and  by  this  healthful  and  best  of  all  employments,  com- 
bined with  good  habits  formed  early  in  life,  he  was  able  to 
obtain  a good  home  and  live  to  a ripe  old  age. 

He  married  Miss  Lucy  Johnson,  a native  of  Chatham,  Conu., 
March  7,  1793.  Mrs.  Lucy  Johnson  Norton  was  born  May  13, 
1775.  By  this  happy  union  five  children  were  born,  namely: 
Chauncey  H.,  born  Sept.  21,  1800  ; Lucinda  P.,  born  Feb.  10, 
1302;  Florinda  J.,  born  July  14,  LSOS;  John  C.,  born  Sept. 
5,  1 SI  1 ; and  Diadana  II.,  born  Nov.  10,  1815. 

John  Norton  settled  in  Burlington,  Otsego  County,  about 
1799.  He  settled  on  a small  farm  near  or  in  Burlinuton  Flats, 
and  this  locality  was  his  home  ever  after,  save  eight  years  in 
Kxetcr,  from  1804  to  1812. 

He  and  his  estimable  wife  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
ti'iiial  church  for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a 
" l'i&  Out  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
Joined  it.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
two  months,  and  twenty-four  days,  on  July  1,  1SGS,  and  Mrs. 
Norton  survived  her  husband  some  five  years.  She  died  July 

> 1373,  aged  ninety -eight  years,  two  months,  and  ten  days. 


It  will  be  observed  that  this  couple  lived  together  for  more 
than  seventy  years  before  death  did  them  separate ; seventy 
years  they  walked  life’s  journey  together;  seventy  years  the  same 
familiar  footsteps  upon  the  threshold  of  a happy  home,  to 
meet  warm  comforts  and  a loving  greeting;  seventy  years  hand 
in  hand  and  heart  to  heart,  reading  the  inmost  thoughts,  and 
loving  more  and  more.  Mrs.  Norton  had  a sister.  Mrs.  Hub- 
bard, who  lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  and  one,  lacking  only 
a few  days. 

Chauuccy  H.,  eldest  son  and  child  of  John  and  Lucy  Norton, 
was  born  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  Ilis  early  advan- 
tages for  an  education  were  very  limited.  He  was  reared  a 
farmer,  which  has  been  the  principal  business  of  his  life. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter 
and  joiner  trade,  and  has  worked  at  it  for  many  years  since. 
He  was  the  home-boy,  the  one  on  whom  his  parents  mainly 
depended  for  counsel  and  support  in  their  advanced  years.  He 
has  often  been  called  upon  to  occupy  positions  of  trust  and 
honor  in  his  native  town.  He  was  formerly  a Democrat  in 
politics,  but  when  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he  joined 
it.  He  has  been  inspector  and  commissioner  of  schools,  assessor 
for  one  year,  and  justice  of  the  peace  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors.  He  and  one 
brother  living  with  him  have  never  been  married.  Chauncey 
II.  is  the  one  who  thus  takes  this  opportunity  to  identify  hD 
parents  in  the  history  of  Otsego  County,  and  in  memory  of 
I them. 
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with  his  wife  and  family,  was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in 
this  town,  having  come  in  17S9.  He  located  about  one 
and  a half  miles  above  Burlington  Green,  on  the  Butter- 
nuts road,  and  after  having  cleared  three  acres  of  land, 
which  he  planted,  and  a thriving  harvest  was  awaiting  the 
sickle  of  the  reaper,  there  came  a frost  in  September  and 
the  entire  crop  was  ruined,  lie  then  wanted  to  return  to 
Connecticut,  but,  “ No,”  said  his  wife;  “ we  have  brought 
some  flax  with  us,  and  that  I will  spin  and  make  into  cloth, 
and  with  the  proceeds  from  its  sale  we  can  get  along  until 
next  spring.”  She  went  resolutely  at  work,  and  manufac- 
tured forty  yards  of  checkered  white  and  blue,  which  Mr. 
Briggs  sold  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  with  which  he  pur- 
chased a load  of  wheat.  He  subsequently  opened  a tavern, 
and  for  many  years  the  town-meetings  were  held  at  his 
house.  One  daughter,  Mrs.  Sally  Camp,  aged  ninety,  re- 
sides in  West  Burlington. 

An  honored  pioneer  was  Alexander  Parker,  who  came 
to  West  Burlington  in  1790,  then  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  purchased  a piece  of  land  a short  distance  south  of  the 
village,  where  he  made  a clearing,  built  a log  house,  and 
returned  to  Vermont,  where  he  married,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  came  with  his  bride  to  their  wilderness  home.  It 
was  a marked  change  from  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
of  an  eastern  home,  but  their  hearts  were  strong,  and  with 
willing  hands  they  began  the  battle  of  life.  Mr.  Parker 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  continued  so  long  as  he  was 
able  to  work.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  David, 
a son,  occupies  the  old  homestead ; Elisha,  another  son, 
resides  in  New  Lisbon,  and  two  daughters  in  this  town. 

“ I have  lived  in  Burlington  seventy  years,”  says  Mr. 
Pitman  Cook.  He  came  in  with  the  Chapins,  in  1S00, 
and  afterwards  married  a daughter  of  Alexander  Parker, 
mentioned  above. 

David  and  William  Goff  came  from  Rhode  Island  prior 
to  1794,  and  settled  on  a farm  now  owned  by  Morris  and 
Perez  Bolton,  between  the  Flats  and  Green.  They  lived, 
died,  and  were  buried  on  this  farm.  No  descendants 
reside  in  the  county.  David  was  a prominent  man,  and 
officiated  as  supervisor  in  1794-97  and  1SOO.  No  de- 
scendants of  either  in  the  town. 

Among  the  prominent  pioneers  of  the  county  were  Jona- 
than, William,  Joseph,  James,  and  Thomas  Angel,  who 
came  from  Connecticut  in  about  the  year  17S7,  all  of 
whom,  excepting  Joseph  and  James,  settled  in  the  locality 
known  as  Angel’s  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Exeter.  Joseph 
and  James  settled  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  about  three 
miles  northeast  of  the  Green,  on  adjoining  farms.  The  old 
homestead  is  still  occupied  by  Jonathan,  Jr.  David,  a son 
of  Jonathan  Angel,  located  in  Edmestou  in  1829,  where 
he  remained  until  1875,  when  he  removed  to  West  Bur- 
lington, and  resides  with  his  son-in-law,  D.  A.  Bates,  Esq. 
William  G.  Angel,  a son  of  William,  was  a prominent 
citizen,  and  was  a member  of  the  Nineteenth,  Twenty-first, 
and  Twenty-second  congresses.  He  is  now  a resident  of 
Allegheny  county,  N.  Y. 

Peleg  Wood,  from  Rhode  Island,  early  chose  a borne 
in  the  wilderness,  locating  in  Edmeston  in  about  180(5. 
He  volunteered  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  for  his  services 
received  a pension,  and  also  a warrant  for  ICO  acres  of  land. 


In  1814  he  became  a resident  of  Burlington,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  passed.  He  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  Abel  Matteson,  and  their  family  consisted  of  seven  chil- 
dren,— four  sons  and  three  daughters,  only  two  of  whom 
survive,  and  are  residents  of  the  town,  viz.,  Adna  Wood, 
and  a sister,  Mellissa.  Mr.  Wood  is  a prominent  citizen, 
and  was  a member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  1870. 

Prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Burlington 
and  Otsego  County  generally,  was  Jedediah  Peck,  of  hon- 
ored memory.  He  came  into  this  town  in  a very  early 
day,  and  by  his  character  and  integrity  at  once  advanced 
to  a commanding  position  among  tire  leading  men  of  the 
county.  He  was  the  first  supervisor  of  the  town,  and 
officiated  in  that  capacity  eight  years.  He  was  a member 
of  assembly  in  1799—1804,  and  a member  of  the  council 
of  appointment  in  1805. 

William  Munroe  was  an  early  settler  and  prominent  citi- 
zen, representing  the  town  in  the  board  of  supervisors 
seven  years,  from  1807  to  1813,  inclusive. 

An  honored  representative  of  uye  olden  time"  was  Dan 
Mather,  who  was  born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  in  October,  1774, 
and  came  to  Burlington  in  1811,  and  located  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  town,  in  the  Butternut  creek  valley,  on  a 
farm  which  he  occupied  until  bis  death  in  1850.  He  w;is 
an  active  pioneer,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  ef 
the  town ; was  a tanner ; and  also  engaged  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business.  Mr.  M.  was  twice  married.  Ilis  first 
wife’s  name  was  Frost,  by  whom  he  had  three  children. — 
Jane  Eliza,  John  Frost,  and  Catherine.  The  former  was 
the  mother  of  Hon.  E.  M.  Harris,  of  Cooperstown.  John 
F.  was  a physician  of  large  practice,  residing  at  Garretts- 
ville.  He  died  in  1874.  Catherine  died  in  1S38.  Mr. 
Mather  married  for  his  second  wife  Susannah  Onderdonk, 
a cousin  of  Bishop  Onderdonk,  of  New  York.  They  had 
three  children,  viz.,  Andrew  A.,  born  Oct.  12,  IS  1 2 ; 
Ezra,  born  March  20,  1814,  died  in  1S71,  and  Dan  Ma- 
ther. The  latter  has  officiated  as  supervisor  of  Burlington, 
and  still  resides  in  the  town.  Andrew  A.  Mather,  who 
occupies  the  old  homestead,  and  lives  in  the  house  where 
he  was  born,  is  a prominent  man,  and  has  officiated  in 
many  positions  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
was  supervisor  in  1S46,  member  of  assembly  in  1S54,  and 
sheriff  in  18G0. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  town  were  tlve  Chapins. 
In  1789  they  left  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  moved  into  Bur- 
lington, then  a howling  wilderness.  Captain  Gad  Chapin 
was  born  in  Chicopee,  Mass.,  in  172(5.  When  a young 
man  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  received  a 
commission  as  captain  from  King  George  III.  Ilis  son 
Samuel  was  born  at  Chicopee  in  1700.  He  served  in  the 
Revolution  under  Captain  Robinson  in  Colonel  Warner’s 
regiment  Vermont  mounted  troops.  He  married,  in  17 "4, 
Susannah,  a daughter  of  General  Stephen  Walbridge,  who. 
with  his  sons  Gustavus  and  Adolphus,  bought  the  land 
where  is  now  situated  the  village  of  Burlington  Fiats.  The 
general  built  the  first  tavern  and  store,  and  the  sons  bui'.t 
the  first  grist-mill  in  the  village.  Samuel  Chapin  an  1 the. 
Walbridgos,  however,  did  not  remain  long.  They  soid  out 
and  moved  away  in  about  1808;  Samuel  died  in  Oquawka,. 
Ilk,  iu  1842,  where  some  of  his  descendants  now  live. 
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Constable  and  Collector. — Nathan  Palmer. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Adolphus  Y a lb  rid  go, 
Gersham  Pope,  George  Bowdish. 

Constables. — Willis  Potter,  Timothy  Dimock. 

Pathmasters. — Samuel  Fisk,  Jonathan  Babcock,  David 
Goff,  Nathan  Palmer,  Amasa  Church,  Samuel  Warner, 
Whitman  Church,  Robert  Spencer,  Roland  Huston,  D. 
Gardner,  D.  Miller,  Gustavos  Wal  bridge,  Aaron  Noble, 
Daniel  Adams,  Paul  Gardner,  Joseph  Sweet,  Matthew 
Rogers,  Abijah  Rogers,  C.  Webber,  Benj.  Gardner,  Robert 
Garratt. 

Pool-masters. — David  Goff.  Jedediah  Rcvnolds. 
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Fence  Vieivers. — Samuel  Chapin,  Perez  Briggs,  Jonathan 
Brown,  Stephen  Cummings,  J.  Jackson. 

Found  Master. — Gideon  Arnold. 

The  following  have  officiated  as  supervisors  and  town 
clerks  from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  1S78: 
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Geo.  S.  Gorhain. 
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E.  Erastus  Collins. 
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Chas.  S.  Finuun. 

Town  Clerks. 
Chas.  S.  Firman. 


Marvin  Matterson. 
Chas.  S.  Firuiuu. 


George  C.  Hitter. 

Chas.  P.  Sprague. 
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J.  II.  Hall. 
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John  Rutherford,  Jr. 

The  town  officers  for  1877  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — E.  Darwin  Hills. 

Town  Clerk. — John  Rutherford,  Jr. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Chas.  S.  Firman. 

Assessor. — W ill iam  Ty nes. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — William  J.  Tclfer. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — A.  S.  Bolton,  A.  W.  Sprague. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Chas.  E.  Hubbell,  II.  L.  Pierce, 
Chas.  D.  Thayer. 

Collector. — Geo.  R.  Gorham. 

Constables. — Geo.  R.  Gorham,  II.  S.  Cook,  Henry  Angcll. 

Game  Constables. — N.  A.  Marcy,  J.  C.  Arnold,  Dan. 
Mather,  R.  E.  Bolton. 

Town  Sealer. — L.  Fitch  Hubbell. 

Commissioner  of  Excise. — P.  Bolton. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Burlington,  in  1S65.  had  20,586  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  the  cash  valuation  of  farms  was  §879.689.  There 
were  2382  acres  of  plowed  land;  in  pasture,  11,605;  in 
meadow,  6252;  bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested,  187; 
bushels  of  winter  wheat,  133  ; bushels  of  oats,  23,436 ; 
bushels  of  barley,  74S;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  1674; 
bushels  of  Indian  corn,  7145  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  20.640  ; 
bushels  of  peas,  212;  bushels  of  beans,  136;  bushels  of 
turnips,  597  ; bushels  of  flaxseed,  36  ; pounds  of  hops, 
89,424  ; bushels  of  apples,  20,939  ; barrels  of  cider.  410  ; 
pounds  of  maple  sugar,  43,578  ; pounds  of  butter,  108,304  ; 
pounds  of  cheese,  230,348. 

Agricultural  statistics , 1S75. — Number  of  acres  plowed 
in  1875,  2346;  in  pasture,  10,533;  mown,  6S27 ; hay 
produced,  7604  lbs;  bushels  of  barley  harvested,  884; 
bushels  of  buckwheat,  2522;  Indian  corn,  9001;  oats, 
40,800;  spring  wheat,  91;  winter  wheat,  35;  beans,  49; 
peas,  176;  pounds  of  hops,  42,275;  bushels  of  potatoes, 
37,216  ; barrels  of  eider,  331 ; maple  sugar,  728  lbs. ; 
value  of  poultry  sold,  §2568  ; eggs,  §2645  ; pounds  butter 
made,  103,193;  cheese,  12,980;  number  of  sheep  shorn, 
2304 ; weight  of  clip,  9401  lbs.  ; pork  made  ou  farm. 
106,200  lbs. 

Area. — Burlington  lias  an  area  of  27,217  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  §421,450,  aud  the  equalized 
valuation  §473,576. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

TOWN  OF  BURLINGTON-Continued. 


Churches  and  Lodges. 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCn. 

Tiif.  first  religious  organization  in  the  town  of  Burling- 
ton was  formed  by  the  Baptist  denomination,  at  Burlington 
Green,  in  1 7LKi,  by  Rev.  James  Southworth,  the  first  pastor. 
The  society  as  at  first  organized  consisted  of  thirty  members. 
This  church  has  had  two  houses  of  worship,  the  first  erected 
in  1804  and  the  present  in  1839. 

NORTH  BURLINGTON  BAPTIST  CHURCn.* 

In  giving  the  history  of  this  church,  the  writer  labors 
under  difficulties  from  defective  records,  but  in  the  main 
believes  he  is  correct. 

On  the  9th  day  of  February,  1797,  three  brethren  and  four 
sisters  met  together  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  whether 
it  was  expedient  to  organize  a gospel  church,  and  agreed  to 
meet  on  the  21st  day  of  the  same  month,  at  which  time 
they  appointed  Elder  Ashbel  Hosmcr  and  Jonathan  Nichols 
to  draw  up  articles  of  faith,  and  a covenant.  On  the  7th 
day  of  March  following,  the  said  brothers  and  sisters,  with 
some  others,  met  at  the  house  of  William  Millings,  and  entered 
into  a particular  examination  of  the  articles  of  faith  and 
covenant,  on  which  they  found  themselves  agreed.  On  the 
the  lfith  of  the  following  May,  the  brothers  and  sisters 
again  met  at  the  house  of  Brother  Millings,  and  subscribed 
themselves  to  the  articles  of  faith  and  covenant,  and  formed 
themselves  into  a gospel  church,  and  agreed  to  be  known 
as  the  North  Baptist  church,  in  Burlington.  On  the  14th 
of  June,  same  year,  a council  of  brethren  from  several 
churches  convened  at  the  house  of  Brother  Millings,  and 
after  carefully  looking  into  the  matter,  did  unanimously 
give  their  fellowship  as  a church  of  Christ  in  gospel  order, 
and  also  fellowshipped  the  church  in  choice  of  Elder  Hos- 
mer  as  pastor.  The  council  made  choice  of  Elder  William 
Firman  as  moderator,  and  Elder  John  Bostwiek,  clerk  ; I 
Elder  John  Lasure  preached  a sermon  ; the  moderator  gave  | 
Elder  Hosmcr  the  pastoral  charge  and  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship. 

In  December,  1802,  the  church  agreed  to  unite  with  the 
Third  ch  urch,  of  Burlington,  but  in  July,  1803.  withdrew 
on  account  of  not  agreeing  upon  a place  to  build  a house 
of  worship.  Elder  Hosmcr  continued  pastor  until  about 
1800.  From  1800  to  1813  the  venerable  Father  Taylor, 
ot  Edmeston,  preached  and  administered  the  ordinances  of 
the  church  once  in  each  month.  In  March  the  church 
secured  the  services  of  Elder  David  Robinson  for  one-half 
the  time,  who  continued  until  ISIS.  The  church  was  sup- 
plied by  various  ministers  until  1822,  when  the  church  gave 
a call  to  Elder  Israel  Hodge,  who  remained  until  1831.  In 
1831  the  church  enjoyed  a powerful  revival  under  the 
preaching  of  Brother  J.  H.  \ in  ton, 'j"  a licentiate;  thirty- 
seven  members  were  added.  The  following  January,  Brother  j 

* l!y  L.  F.  IIuliliclI. 

t 1 lio  .1.  II.  \ inton  men ti oin'it  above  received  a cail  from  the 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  ami  went  to  Buriunh  anil  labored  suc- 
cessfully a number  of  years,  and  died  iu  the  harness. 


Vinton  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church.  In  the  year 
following,  eighteen  more  were  added.  In  November,  1833, 
the  church  secured  the  services  of  Elder  Robert  Adams, 
who  labored  until  April,  1835,  when  the  venerable  Father 
Cutler  became  pastor,  who  continued  with  the  church  nine 
years.  During  his  ministry  the  church  passed  through 
two  revivals,  and  over  fifty  were  added  to  tbr^ir  numbers. 
At  the  close  of  his  labors  the  church  secured  the  services 
of  Rev.  L.  Casler,  who  remained  with  us  three  years. 

Since  that  time  we  have  had  various  pastors  and  supplies, 
including  Elder  II.  Fitch,  who  has  just  gone  home  to  his 
reward,  and  Rev.  II.  II.  Fisher,  who  is  now  laid  aside  by 
ill  health.  Our  present  pastor,  Rev.  L.  Casler,  is  now  with 
us  for  the  third  time.  The  church  held  their  meetings  in 
dwellings,  school-houses,  and  barns  until  1829,  when  they 
united  with  other  denominations  in  building  the  Union 
church,  which  they  occupied  once  in  each  month  until 
1S37,  when  they  erected  their  present  house  of  worship. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  our  present  church  edifice  stands 
upon  the  same  spot  once  occupied  by  Brother  Millings’ 
dwelling;  so  we  are  occupying  the  same  ground  on  which 
the  church  was  first  organized. 

During  the  seventy-seven  years  of  the  existence  of  this 
church,  we  cannot  tell  how  many  have  been  added,  died,  or 
diminished.  We  have  seen  tunes  of  prosperity  and  times 
of  adversity ; times  of  joy  and  times  of  mourning ; but 
through  them  all  have  maintained  our  visibility,  and  en- 
deavored to  set  our  light  on  a candle-stick,  and  not  under 
a bushel,  that  we  might  be  a beacon  to  the  wanderer,  and 
guide  him  to  his  Father’s  house. 

The  Otsego  Baptist  Association  was  organized  in  the 
eastern  part  of  this  town  at  what  was  called  the  t;  Yellow 
Meeting-House,”  which  has  been  gone  a score  of  years. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

at  Burlington  Flats  was  organized  March  9,  1825,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Hunt,  Esterbrooks,  Benjamin  Roland,  Phipps  Lake, 
and  Messrs.  Hudson,  Millicon,  and  Fitch.  The  church  as 
at  first  organized  consisted  of  sixteen  members.  The  first 
pastor  settled  over  the  little  flock  was  the  Rev.  William 
Hunt.  The  society  held  its  meetings  in  various  places 
until  1S29,  when  their  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a cost 
of  about  §1000. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

at  West  Burlington  was  organized  May  10,  1794.  by  a 
council  composed  of  members  from  Springfield,  Unadilla. 
and  the  F’irst  Baptist  church  of  Burlington,  and  consisted 
of  fifty-nine  members.  The  first  pastor  was  llev.  Ashbel 
Hosmcr.  The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1803,  and 
the  present  one  in  1841.  At  the  organization  of  the  church 
five  brethren  wore  chosen  as  leaders,  and  Elder  William 
Firman  administered  the  ordinances  every  four  weeks. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hosmcr,  mentioned  above,  came  into  the  town 
about  this  time,  from  Connecticut,  and  subsequently  became 
the  pastor  of  the  church,  and  officiated  in  that  capacity 
until  1797,  when  ho  removed  to  Burlington  Flats.  The 
first  leading  brethren  were  Martin  Luther.  Joseph  Vaughn, 
Paul  Gardiner,  and  James  Roberts.  The  council  which  or- 
ganized the  church  consisted  of  Elder  William  Firman  and 
William  Hill,  of  Springfield,  Rev.  James  Southworth  arid 
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William  Guff,  of  the  First  Church,  Burlington,  Solomon 
|[uti  li  and  Increase  Thurston,  of  Unadilla,  and  Josiah  Matti- 
f«in,  Jonathan  Pettit,  Stephen  Taylor,  David  Sweet,  Reuben 
Ellis,  and  Abraham  Bowdish,  transient  brethren. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  BURLINGTON  FLATS. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1871,  by  Rev.  W.  R. 
Cochran,  with  the  following  .members : Levi  Lee  Valley, 

C.  Lee  Valley,  A.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Price.  Miles  Fenton, 
Maria  Fenton,  W.  C.  Fisk,  Frank  Fisk,  George  Fenton, 
Emma  Fenton,  Synthy  Fisk,  Philena  Fenton. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  Levi  Lee  Valley, 

G.  W.  and  31.  A.  Fenton.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  A. 

S.  Bartholimew.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1871, 
at  a cost  of  §3130.  Size  32  by  48  feet.  The  pastors 
from  the  organization  of  the  church  to  the  present  time 
have  been  A.  G.  Bartholimew,  II.  II.  Dresies,  H.  Har- 
mon, and  II.  B.  Cook,  present  incumbent. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  G.  W.  Fenton,  Miles 
Fenton,  and  Levi  Lee  Valley. 

CHRIST  CHURCH. 

Christ  Church,  of  West  Burlington,  was  organized  in 
1841,  through  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  John  V.  Hughes,  for 
many  years  a most  useful  and  indefatigable  minister  engaged 
in  missionary  work  in  this  county.  His  successors  were 
E.  N.  Goddard  and  Joel  Davis.  The  parish  was  once 
visited  by  Bishop  Onderdonk  and  once  by  Bishop  Potter, 
and  the  ordinance  of  confirmation  administered.  In  March, 
18G5,  West  Burlington  was  made  a station  for  circuit 
mission. 

Sept.  22,  18G8,  the  corner-stone  of  the  Moss  Memorial 
church  was  laid  by  the  Right  Rev.  Daniel  S.  Tuttle,  bishop 
of  Montana,  Idaho,  and  Utah,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Hughes, 
the  missionary  in  charge,  Rev.  D.  Ilillhouse  Buell,  of 
Cooperstown,  and  Rev.  N.  S.  Rulison,  of  Morris;  and  in 
1871  the  church  was  admitted  iuto  union  with  the  Dio- 
cesan Convention. 

A good  church  edifice  and  vestry  show  that  the  existence 
of  the  organization  has  not  been  without  substantial  work 
and  results.  This  church  is  now  under  the  pastoral  super- 
vision of  Rev.  Hobart  Cooke,  rector  of  Zion  church, 
Morris.  Mr.  Cooke  is  assisted  by  Rev.  Ernest  A.  Hartman. 

THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 

of  Burlington,  was  organized  June  8,  1835,  at  Burlington 
Green,  by  Rev.  II.  S.  Wilkins,  of  Springfield,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Presbytery  of  Saratoga  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church. 

The  first  ruling  ciders  were  James  Oliver  and  John 
Hume.  Nov.  2,  1844,  William  Bennett  and  James  Trew- 
hit  were  added  to  the  session  of  the  congregation. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Topping,  ordained  and 
installed  Feb.  1,  1S4I).  He  was  released  June  19.  1>14. 

Among  the  first  members  were  James  Oliver  (elder)  and 
wife  and  family;  John  Hume  (elder)  and  wife  and  family;  | 
Arch'd  Rutherford  and  wife  and  family;  John  Rutherford 
and  wife,  William  Bennett,  and  wife,  James  Trewhit  and 
wife,  Robert  Hume,  Thus.  Hume,  James  Hume,  William 
Prater,  John  Prater,  Tims.  8till  and  wife,  John  Elliott  and  I 


! wife,  George  Chisholm  and  wife,  Alex.  Trotter,  and  wife, 
| Thus.  Rutherford  and  wife,  Robt.  B.  Ilmne  and  wife, 

' Thos.  Hume,  Andrew  Brow  and  wife,  William  Lardler  and 
wife,  Jno.  Currey  and  wife,  Geo.  Lough  and  wife.  Also 
families  of  Telfcrs,  Halls,  Mills,  Bonnars,  Bolans,  Ayers, 
Alexanders,  etc.,  etc. 

Forty-two  persons  united  in  the  organization  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

The  first  church  building  was  occupied  soon  after  organ- 
ization. Small  frame  building  yet  standing,  used  for  a 
stable. 

Present  officers : Elders. — Adam  II.  Elliott,  John  Hume, 
John  T.  Hall,  and  Geo.  Robinson. 

Trustees. — John  T.  Hull,  Murk  Hall,  and  Danvers  C1. 
Rockwell. 

There  are  two  church  buildings.  A number  of  families 
living  about  Garrattsville  thinking  to  do  more  good  to 
themselves  and  others,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago  erected 
a neat  and  comfortable  church  in  Garrattsville.  Services 
are  held  at  Burlington  church  in  the  forenoon,  and  at  Gar- 
rattsville in  the  afternoon  of  each  Sabbath.  It  is  but  one 
organization,— -Burlington.  Garrattsville  as  yet  is  only  a 
preaching  station.  By  a union  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
and  Associate  churches  in  1858,  the  united  Presbyterian 
church  was  formed.  This  congregation  entering  into  that 
union,  is  now  called  the  “ United  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion of  Burlington.” 

Present  membership  one  hundred. 

The  society  is  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  is  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Scott. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CIIURCII. 

“ Be  it  known  that  on  the  9th  day  of  Feb.,  1797,  a 
church  of  Christ  of  the  Congregational  order  was  formed 
by  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Kinnev, 

| missionary  from  Connecticut,  in  Burlington.  And  the  foi- 
I lowing  persons  united  in  this  solemn  relation,  viz.  : 

“Daniel  Morse,  Jonathan  Hitchcock,  Jonathan  Brown, 
Mnetriphanthacm  Church,  Abigail  Dart. 

“Jonathan  Brown,  Moderator." 

Feb.  22,  1797,  Abner  Ransom  and  Dorcas  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mather,  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Fenton  were 
received. 

March  11,  Mr.  Daniel  Nickerson  was  received. 

Sept,  5,  1797,  the  church  convened  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Abner  Ransom,  and  began  with  prayers,  after  which  Mr. 
Amos  Thurston,  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Brown,  and 
Sally,  the  wife  of  Charles  Brown,  were  received  into  i's 
communion. 

Sept.  G and  1ft,  1797,  the  widows  Church  and  Cogshall, 
Mrs.  Hitchcock,  widow  Wadsworth  and  Ruby,  wife  of  Jus- 
tus Brown,  Mr.  Audsell  and  Helena,  his  wife,  Mr.  Solomon 
Benjamin  and  Lucy,  his  wife,  and  Air.  William  Badowk, 
united  with  us  in  church  relations. 

Jonathan  Brown,  Moderator. 

1798,  Mrs.  Rathhun,  Southward,  and  Stetson,  joined. 
Jonathan  Brown  was  chosen  deacon. 

M essrs.  Elijah  Turner,  Dr.  CaUb  Richardson,  and  Ed- 
minster  Hammond  were  chosen  choristers. 
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JVo  records  till  Mty  9,  1 SO  1 . Rev.  Henry  Chapman 
waa  the  first  ordained  minister  of  this  church  in  1S07. 

The  church  held  their  meetings  in  the  usual  places  of 
all  newly-organized  societies, — in  private  houses  and  school- 
houses.  Subscriptions  were  made  for  a church  building  in 
1S01,  and  the  frame  was  put  up  in  1802  and  finished  in 
1803.  Size,  52  by  40.  Dedicated  Feb.  19,  1S06. 

The  constitution,  confession  of  faith,  and  covenant  was 
revised  in  1801  by  Rev.  Win.  Stone,  A.M. 

Revised  again  in  1810  by  Rev.  Henry  Chapman.  In 
1811,  Rev.  Henry  Chapman  closed  his  ministry,  or  left  this 
church  for  other  fields. 

March  12,  1805,  Resolved , That  this  society,  being  sensi- 
ble of  the  generous  proposal  made  by  Win.  Cooper,  Esq., 
of  giving  50  acres  of  land  for  the  support  of  preaching  in 
this  society,  do  vote  general  and  hearty  thanks. 

Jonathan  Brown,  deacon,  Ephraim  Campbell,  and  An- 
drew Sill  were  trustees;  Artemas  Sheldon,  clerk. 

Aug.  22,  1805,  Resolved , That  this  society  discontinue 
any  connection  with  II  an  wick  society  as  to  hiring  a min- 
ister, and  voted  to  hire  Rev.  Wm.  Stone  to  preach  three 
months  or  thirteen  Sabbaths,  if  he  can  be  obtained.  A 
' committee  was  chosen  to  confer  with  Mr.  Stone. 

May  12,  1820,  voted  that  the  meeting-house  shall  be 
open  one'-quarter  the  Sabbaths  tor  one  year  for  the  use  of 
the  people  called  Episcopals,  Methodists,  and  Baptists,  unless 
the  Congregational ist  society  shall  have  preaching  therein, 
and  that  Rev.  Mr.  Paddock  be  the  man  for  one-fourth  part 
of  the  time  in  preference  to  any  other. 

'September,  1820.  This  church  called  Rev.  Silas  Parsons. 

1821.  Voted  that  the  meeting-house  be  opened  one- 
quarter  the  time  for  the  use  of  Episcopalian  preaching. 

Rev.  Silas  Parsons  was  called  for  three-quarters  of  the 
time. 

Aug.  26,  1S22.  On  motion  of  A.  Sheldon,  seconded  by 
Mark  Muck,  Resolved,  That  the  meeting  house  belongin'1- 
to  this  society  may  be  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nash 
(Episcopal)  one-quarter  part  of  the  Sabbaths  until  the  1st 
day  of  January  next,  and  begin  on  the  second  Sunday  of 
September  next,  and  every  fourth  Sunday  thereafter. 

Some  repairs  were  made  to  the  church  in  1824.  From 
this  time  up  to  1839  the  church  had  no  settled  minister; 
but  the  pulpit  was  supplied  occasionally  by  the  following: 

Rev.  Mr.  llexford,  Rev.  Mr.  Goodrich.  Rev.  John  P. 
Pepper,  Rev.  .Mr.  Harwood,  Rev.  Timothy  Darling,  Rev. 
Mr.  Storrs,  llcv.  Mr.  Truair,  Rev.  Alex.  B.  Corning. 

In  1840  the  society  reorganized  and  repaired  their 
church.  The  trustees  were  five  in  number,  but  the  next 
year  Teduced  to  three, — Ebenezer  Sheldon,  Avery  Park, 
and  Norman  Chapin, — Amasa  Avery,  clerk. 

Hie  church  was  subsequently  abandoned,  and  the  prop- 
erty sold  to  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 

farmers’  lodge,  no.  553,  f.  and  a.  m., 

was  organized  under  dispensation  from  the  grand  lodue, 
July  14,  1864,  with  the  following  officers:  D.  A.  Taft,  31.; 
L.  D.  Johnson,  S.  W. ; E.  E Collins,  J.  W.  The  lodge 
was  chartered  June  It),  1865. 

The  following  have  officiated  as  Masters.  Senior  and 
Junior  Wardens,  from  1865  to  1878  : 


1S65,  L.  D.  Johnson,  M. ; L.  D.  Johnson,  S.  W.  ; Stiles 
Gray,  J.  W.  1866,  D.  A.  Taft,  M. ; L.  D.  Johnson,  S. 
W.  ; Stiles  Gray,  J.  W.  1867  and  1868,  L.  D.  Johnson, 
M. ; H.  L.  Breese,  S.  W. ; Lewis  Spencer,  J.  W.  1869 
and  1870,  L.  D.  Johnson,  M.  ; Lewis  Spencer,  S.  W. ; E. 
W.  Hall,  J.  W.  1870  and  1871,  L.  D.  Johnson,  M.  ; L. 

L.  Valley,  S.  W. ; Isaac  C.  Chapin,  J.  W.  1871  and 

1S72,  Lewis  Spencer,  31. ; E.  W.  Hall,  S.  W. ; J.  P. 

Wheeler,  J.  W.  1872  and  1873,  E.  W.  Hall,  M.  ; Wil- 
liam Talbott,  S.  W. ; C.  D.  Webster,  J.  W.  1873,  E.  W. 
Hall,  M.;  William  Talbott,  S.  W. ; II.  L.  Breese,  J.  W. 

1874,  William  Talbott,  M.  ; Alvah  Mayne,  S.  W. ; J. 

C.  Arnold,  J.  W.  1875,  L.  D.  Johnson,  M. ; Lewis 

Spencer,  S.  W.  ; E.  W.  Hall,  J.  W.  1S76,  E.  W.  Hall, 

M.  ; S.  C.  St.  John,  S.  W. ; L.  T.  Hubbard,  J.  W.  1877, 
S.  C.  St.  John,  31.  ; L.  T.  Hubbard,  S.  W. ; Joseph  Gor- 
ton, J.  W. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  entered  the  Rebel- 
lion to  fill  the  quota  of  this  town,  as  compiled  by  George 
C.  Ritter,  in  1865  : 

Sami.  IT.  Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  14,  18G1 ; in  battle  of  Fair  Oaks; 
died  June  IB,  1802. 

Elias  D.  Gardner,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  144th  Regt  , Sept.  IB,  1S61 ; died  Nov.  10, 1S64. 
La  Mott  Day,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  IB,  18G1 ; died  at  York  town,  May 
2B,  1802. 

Erasmus  I).  Arnold,  enl.  in  a battery,  Get.  I,  18G1  ; in  battles  of  Yorktown.  Bot- 
tom Bridge,  Fair  Oaks,  Williamsburg,  and  Seven  days’  fight  with  Reserves ; 
trans.  to  8th  Ind.  Battery,  and  served  his  time. 

Wm.  W.  Arnold,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art.,  Sept.  2">,  18*31 ; died  in  Washington,  Dee. 
10,  1801. 

Albert  S.  Arnold,  enl.  in  the  28th  Regt.,  Oct.  19,1861;  in  battle  of  Bolivar 
Heights;  dis.  March  15,1803;  re-enl.  in  U.  S.  C.:  in  battle  of  Port  Hudson. 
Chits.  Jenks,  sergt.  1st  Eng.  Corps,  enl.  Oct.  1,  1SGI  ; re-enl.  March  3<»,  18G4  ; in 
battles  of  James  Island,  Fort  Wagner,  etc.;  dis.  July  19,  I860;  died  soon 
after. 

Jeremiah  Potter,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Oct.  3,  1801 ; in  battles  of  Hilton 
Head,  Fort  Pulaski,  James  Island,  and  31  orris  Island. 

Chauncey  Putter. 

Theodore  W.  Stevens,  enl.  in  the  43d  Rogt.,  Aug.  5, 1861 ; supposed  to  have  died 
in  prison. 

Geo.  D.  Hall,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  TSth  Itegt.,  Oct.  19,  1861  ; in  several  battles. 
Bradford  R.  Sheldon,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  TSth  Regt.,  Oct.  23,  1861 ; dis.  June  22,1803. 
Hoyt  Sheldon,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  TSth  Regt.,  Dec.  21, 1801 ; dis.  Feb.  11,  1863. 

James  11.  Chapin,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  TSth  Regt.,  Dec.  21, 1801  ; dis.  Feb.  9,  ISO;?. 
Dwight  Webster,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  TSth  Regt.,  Dec.  21,  1861 ; dis.  March  5,  1863. 
Frankliu  Bennett,  enl  in  the  lUlst  Regt.  in  1861  ; died  July  2,  1803. 

Peter  Price,  enl.  in  a battery,  Oct.  14,  1862  ; dis.  July  2,  1863. 

Andrew  E.  Mather,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  15,  1862;  prom,  to  capt.  Dec. 
31,  1862;  major,  .May  3,1863  ; trans.  to  U.S.  C.  Inf.  and  promoted  to  lieut.- 
col.  June  13, 1S04 ; in  battles  of  Crompton  Gap,  first  and  second  Fredericks- 
burg, Salem  He  ghts,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  and  Mine  Run; 
wounded  at  Salem  Heights;  dis.  Oct.  I >65. 

Byron  F.  Parks,  1st  lieut.;  in  battles  of  Burkcttsville,  first  Federicksbnrg, and 
Antietam  ; res.  March  28,  1863. 

Elias  C.  Mather,  adj.  of  the  2<>th  U.  S.  Col.  Inf. ; enl.  in  Aug.,  1862  ; wounded  in 
battles  of  Petersburg  ami  Fredericksburg. 

Chas.  Butts,  capt. ; enl.  iu  the  I21st  Regt.,  Aug.  14,  1862;  killed  at  Wilderness. 
Geo.  W.  Pierson,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121»t  Regt.,  Aug.  11,18*12:  in  battles  of  first  and 
second  Fredericksburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  and  Wilderness. 

Hiram  Krill,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  II,  1>02  ; in  battles  of  fi  st  and 
second  Fredericksburg,  Winchester,  Cedar  (.’reek,  Petersburg,  and  Hatcher’s 
Run. 

Andrew  Chisholm,  enl.  in  Co.  K.  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1862;  in  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg; died  Jan.  26,  181*3. 

Jesse  P.  Austin,  enl.  in  *’•>.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1862;  lost  arm  at  battle  of 
Chaneellnrsville  ; died  De« \ 30,  1863. 

George  Wood. 

A.  Nichols,  enl.  In  Co.  F,  12lst  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  Is-'  2 

Daniel  \\  . Babbitt,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1862;  killed  at  Ch. imvl- 
lorsville. 

Michael  Patrige,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  ILgt.,  Aug.  II.  1862;  killed  at  >p  tt-\l- 
vani  1. 

Eli  II.  Dyer,  enl.  in  Co.  F.  I2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  10,  1862;  In  battlesof  8 «uth  Moun- 
tain, Autn  turn,  and  Fredericksburg;  .li>  Juno  12,  I8t>», 

I.  Johnson,  eu!.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  l '•  J . dis.  in  ISivg. 


■ 


. 

■ 
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BENJ.  S.  WALWORTH. 


Ben.  S.  Walworth,  son  of  Jas.  C.  and  Helen  Taleott  Sill 
Walworth,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.Y.,  Oct.  10, 
1821.  His  father,  Judge  Jas.  C.  Walworth,  was  of  English 
origin.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Bozrah,Conn.  He  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  Walworth, 
and  he  married  Apphia  Hyde,  whose  ancestors  were  among 
the  Pilgrims  who  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock,  Dec.  20, 1020. 
Jas.  C.  was  born  at  Bozrah,  Conn.,  March  5,  1787.  His 
advantages  for  an  education  were  confined  to  the  common 
school.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  this,  in  connection 
with  mercantile  business  at  Argyle,  N.  Y.,  and  the  manu- 
facture of  machine  cards  at  Burlington,  N.  Y.,  has  been 
his  life-work. 

He  married  Helen  T.  Sill,  July  20,  1812,  by  whom  four 
children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Clin- 
ton, born  Sept.  17,  1 SI 5,  and  Ben.,  Oct.  10,  1S21. 

Mrs.  Walworth  was  born  May  10,  1788,  at  Lyme,  Conn., 
and  died  May  15, 1S24.  Mr.  Walworth  married  Maria  M. 
Haynes,  March  30,  1831,  in  Hoosick,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  one 
daughter,  Helen  Maria,  was  born,  Oct.  20,  1S3G. 

Judge  Walworth  settled  in  Burlington  soon  after  his  first 
marriage,  in  1 S 1 2,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  soil  Ben. 

; In  politics,  a Democrat,  lie  was  justice  of  the  peace 


i for  many  years,  and  county  judge  for  more  than  twenty 
years  until  184G. 

He  was  universally  esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  living 
a quiet,  unassuming  life.  He  was  a man  of  strong  mind 
and  sound  judgment,  and  his  opinion  and  advice  were  often 
sought  by  his  neighbors.  He  was  a prominent  and  influ- 
ential member  of  the  Episcopal  society.  He  died  on  the 
25th  of  November,  1871,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Burlington  Green. 

Ben.  S.  Walworth  was  reared  a farmer,  which  occupation 
he  still  follows. 

On  the  2Sth  of  May,  1850,  he  set  sail  from  New  York, 
on  the  steamer  “ Ohio,”  for  California,  by  the  way  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  arriving  in  San  Francisco  in  August. 
He  remained  there  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  he 
followed  mining  some  ten  years,  and  then  was  in  the  lumber 
and  livery  business.  For  some  time  he  was  chairman  of  a 

vigilance  committee  in  California.  In  1SG7  he  returned 

I 

to  have  the  care  of  his  aged  father.  He  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hall,  a native  of  this  town,  March  31,  1871.  by 
whom  two  daughters  are  born,  Jennie  TI.  and  Fleda  A. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walworth  was  born  Sept.  7.  1839;  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  came  here  ah<mt 
I 1S3U,  and  settled  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  New  York. 
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John  T.  Lout,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1^62 ; in  battles  of  second 
Fredericksburg  and  Salem  Heights;  dis.  Si*pt.  7,  1865. 

Ch  is.  II.  Math  r,  sergt.,  eni.  in  the  I2lat  U'gt.f  Aug.  14,1802;  trans.  to  the 
20th  Vet.  Res. ; in  battles  of  first  Fredericksburg  and  Chancelloraville ; 
dis.  June  do,  1805. 

William  J.  Elliott,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12lst  R'gt.,  Aug.  9,  1862;  iu  battle  of  first 
Fredericksburg;  died  in  camp,  Dec.  28,  1862. 

Albert  J.  Chase,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1802  ; in  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg; died  Jan.  29,  1863. 

Martin  Bettendorf,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt , Aug.  9,  1862;  killed  at  Cfian- 
cellorsville. 

Geo  W.  Meeker,  enl.  in  B Battery,  18th  Art.,  Dec.  31,  1863;  in  battles  of  Spanish 
Fort  and  Fort  Blakely. 

Henry  E.  Washburn,  enl.  in  the  25th  Battery,  July  1,  1864;  dis.  Feb.  L,  1865. 
Chas.  II.  White,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  18th  Art.,  Dec.  31,  1863 ; in  battles  of  Spanish 
Fort  and  F°rt  Blakely. 

Edmond  C.  Wooding,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  If.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1504 ; in  battles  of 
Wilderness,  Spottsyl vania,  North  Anna,  Po  River,  and  Cold  Harbor;  dis. 
June  2,  1865. 

Chas.  Fenton,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1S64 ; died  Aug.  3,  1864. 

Bradford  K.  Sheldon,  enl.  in  the  18th  Ind.  Battery  iu  Jan.  1864;  dis.  Jan.  24, 
1805. 

Martin  Van  Buren  Matteson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  H.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864;  in  battles 
of  the  Wilderness,  Maryland  Heights,  Pine  Forest,  and  Hatcher's  Bun; 
wounded. 

Albert  Van  Wagener,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4, 1864 ; in  battles  of  Wil- 
dernessand  Cold  Harbor. 

Merritt  C.  Winters,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1S64 ; wounded  in  the 
Wilderness;  died  July  14,  18G4. 

Delos  Sitts,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864;  in  battles  of  Spottsylvania 
and  Cold  Harbor;  dis.  March  5,  1865. 

Cl»a9.  II.  Sleeker,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  46th  Regt.,  Jan.  2, 1S64;  in  several  battles  front 
of  Richmond  ; died  Dec.  16,  1864. 

Leroy  H.  Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  2,  1864 ; died  Nov.  21, 1864. 

Asa  E.  Holcomb,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  9,  1863;  iu  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania.  Laurel  Hill,  and  Cold  Harbor. 

Philip  II.  Brown,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2uth  Cav.,  Sept.  15,  1863;  in  battle  in 
North  Carolina. 

Aaron  Rood,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  20th  Regt.,  Sept.  15,  1863 ; died  July  30, 1804. 
Rodolphus  Benjamin,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  3u,  1862;  dis.  Sept.  6, 1865. 
Chas.  T.  Stevens. 

David  J.  Wild,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  H.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864. 

Leonard  Butb*r,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  28,  1803. 

Geo.  Hartman,  enl.  in  the  1 4th  II.  Art.,  Jan.  7,  1S64. 

Robt.  lleman,  enl.  in  the  14th  II.  Art.,  Jan.  7,  1864. 

James  M.  Talcott,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  7,  1804. 

Alex.  Young,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  7,  1804. 

Geo.  W.  Edgecomb,  enl.  in  the  50th  Regt.,  Jan.  13,  1864. 

Geo.  C.  McGraw,  enl.  in  the  97th  Regt.,  Jan.  7,  186-1. 

Win.  C.  Malter,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Jan.  12,  1804. 

John  B.  Veitman,  enl.  in  the  4th  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864. 

Irving  Montgomery,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864. 

Peter  Sullivan,  enl.  in  the  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  11,  1864. 

Thus. S.  Sunderland,  enl.  in  the  2 1 11.  Art.,  Jan.  11,  1864. 

John  Smith,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Dec.  17, 1863. 

Jacob  Berchderfer,  enl.  Aug.  29,  1864  (sub.  for  D.  J.  Cushman ). 

Lorenzo  D.  Miner,  enl.  in  the  141th  Regt.,  S.*pt.  3,  1664. 

Henry  Uudiker,  enl.  in  the  14lth  Regt.,  Sept.  3, 18G4. 

John  W.  Bradley,  enl.  in  the  144tli  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Robt.  Crawford,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Albert  Manzer,  enl.  in  the  141th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

Win.  H.  Grierson,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  S**pr.  3,  1864. 

Walter  Van  llousen,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt . Sept.  3,  1864. 

William  Rowe,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

John  C.  Whitlock,  enl.  in  the  114th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

David  Van  Houscu,  enl.  in  the  1 14 tit  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Geo.  W.  Stovis,  enl.  iu  the  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1*64. 

Jefferson  Corley,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  14,  1864. 

^Michael  Jefiroy,  enl.  in  the  14  4th  Regt.,  Sept.  14,  l >64. 

Stephen  Petty,  enl.  in  the  144th  R<*gt.,  Sept.  14,  1864. 

L.  L.  Jones,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Herbert  Wilcox, enl.  iu  the  1st  Art.,  Aug.  3,  1864. 

Daniel  F.  Reynolds,  ml.  in  the  1st  Art.,  Aug.  3,  1864. 

John  G.  Clarke,  enl.  in  the  4th  II.  Art.,  Sept.  2,  18 64. 

Byron  A.  Fiske,  enl.  in  the  ISth  L.  Art.,  Sept.  2,  1864. 

Daniel  II.  Green,  enl.  in  the  22d  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1>04. 

Eugene  Lewis,  enl.  Sept.  3,  186*4  «>tib.  for  A.  G.  Porter). 

James  Mackey,  enl.  in  the  190d  R-gt.,  March  11,  1805. 

William  Green,  enl.  in  the  19  ul  Regt.,  March  11,  l>»o. 

Cu  ll  Joyse,  enl.  in  1861,  in  regular  army. 

George  Mitchell,  enl.  in  1804,  in  regular  army. 

William  Crandall,  enl.  in  1804,  in  regular  army. 

Francis  Le  Clair,  enl.  in  1664,  in  regular  army. 

Patrick  Kit/.goruld,  on i.  in  ! ^ * ; 4 , in  regular  army. 

John  McDonald,  enl.  in  1>01,  in  regular  army. 

Thomas  Robinson,  eul  in  1S04,  in  regular  army. 

Jeremiah  llunnekan,  enl.  in  1864,  iti  regular  army. 


Patrick  Kemn,  enl.  in  1804,  In  regular  army. 

John  Harrigon,  enl.  in  1>G4,  in  regular  army. 

John  Davis,  enl.  in  1805,  iu  regular  urmy. 

Thomas  Robinson,  enl.  in  1865,  iu  regular  army. 

Romaiii  Jules,  enl.  in  1805,  in  regular  army. 

Thomas  Lyons,  enl.  in  1805,  in  regular  army. 

Charles  Trick,  enl.  in  1805,  in  regular  army. 

The  following  were  drafted  Sept.  5,  1363 : 

Robert  F.  Hume,  paid  commutation,  $ Mb 
David  Benjamin,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

Ernst i is  Hainor,  paid  commutation,  $100. 

Charles  Burditt,  paid  commutation,  $3<)0. 

Jacob  Garrey,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

Noah  D.  Bolton,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

Lorenzo  Clock,  paid  commutation,  $400. 

Daniel  M.  Talbot,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

William  Clark,  paid  commutation,  S 9 HJ. 

Albert  Tall>ot,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

James  Smart,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

Duane  Sprague,  paid  commutation,  $5<M). 

Albert  Shipman,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

John  Shinkcr,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

George  Meeker,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

Peter  McRork,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

John  D.  Pierson,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

Reuben  Rogers,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

James  M.  Sprague,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

Seth  II.  Benjamin,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

Warren  Babbitt,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

Solomon  Ileustice,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

William  Hall,  paid  commutation,  $300. 

Nathan  Joselyn,  paid  commutation,  $500. 

The  following-named  persons,  drafted  Sept.  5,  1863,  were 
exempt : 

Dwight  Webster,  llomer  Ayelsworth,  Thomas  Lough,  Alonzo  Darby,  Ja«.  H. 
Meacham,  Daniel  L.  Bolton,  Jas.  II.  Hall,  A.  M.  Hold  ridge.  Rev.  R.  G. 
Wallace,  Elias  R.  Flewellen,  Robert  Cockbum,  Wni.  Bresee,  L.  C.  Bur- 
dick, Aaron  D.  Hubbell,  Win.  Spicer,  Newton  A.  Marcy,  Albert  Main, 
Chas.  M.  Johnson,  Edwin  Van  Stern  burg,  Wni.  L.  Prentice. 

The  following  drafted  men  entered  the  service,  viz. : 

Russell  Rexford,  died. 

Allen  M.  Rood  (enlisted). 

Fayette  Fitch,  enl.  previous  to  draft,  and  died  in  the  service. 

James  A.  Mason,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  and  was  credited  to  Exeter;  in  battles 
South  Mountain,  Maryland  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Static* u ; 
Dec.  12,  1863,  traus.  to  1st  Vet.  Bat. ; in  battles  Wilderness,  Spottsy lvania, 
first  and  second  Petersburg,  Cold  Harbor,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  Sailor’s  Creek. 

Henry  R.  Baker,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  14,  1864;  killed  by  sharp- 
shooters near  Cold  Harbor  (credited  to  Otsego). 

Alonzo  R.  Matteson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  H.  Art.,  Jan.  14,  IS64;  died  iu  Lawton- 
ville  prison,  Ga.,  Nov.  8,  1864  (credited  to  Otsego). 

Jos.  L.  Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  L.  Art.;  in  battle  Petersburg  (credited  to 
Utica). 

The  following  enlisted  in  the  navy : 

Morton  D.  Allen,  Henry  Thames,  W.  J.  Grizou,  Teter  Kavanaugh,  J<>ho 
Graham,  Marshall  Roche,  White  George,  John  Hay,  E.  Cole,  and  William 
Davis. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES: 


COLONEL  DAVID  GARDNER. 

Among  the  native  early  pioneers  of  this  town  and  county 
not  a man,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  lived  so  long  on  the  place 
where  he  was  born  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  of 
English  origin  by  both  parents.  His  father,  Samuel  Gard- 
ner, was  a native  of  Pownell,  Bennington  Co..  Yt.,  and  was 
born  July  6,  1775.  Ilis  mother,  Miss  Deidamia  Josliu,  a 
native  of  Thompson.  Ct..  was  born  April  5,  1775.  Samuel 
Gardner  was  married  to  Miss  Deidamia  Josliu,  Jan.  3.  IT'1 
and  immediately  emigrated  to  Otsego  County,  and  settled 
in  Burlington  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son  David. 
They  continued  to  reside  on  the  same  farm  till  their  death. 
They  had  live  children,  namely,  Mehetabel,  David.  Hiram. 
Edward,  and  Benjamin,  the  last  of  whom  is  dead.  In  poll- 
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tics,  Samuel  Gardner  was  a Whig.  He  died  April  28,  I860. 
Mrs.  Gardner  died  Nov.  21,  1853.  Colonel  David  Gard- 
ner was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Burling- 
ton, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oet.  11,  1S02.  His  advantages  for 
an  early  education  were  very  limited,  as  he  was  obliged  to 
remain  at  home  on  the  farm  to  aid  in  supporting  the 
family. 

He  continued  with  his  parents  on  the  farm  till  their 
death,  and  has  since  resided  here.  He  married  Miss  Maria 
J.  Cook,  a native  of  Exeter,  Otsego  County,  Oct.  20, 
1821).  She  was  born  about  1806.  By  this  union  five 
children  were  born,  namely,  Adaline  M.,  Deidamia,  Carrie 
A.,  Otis  C.,  and  Samuel  W.  Mrs.  Gardner  was  a lady 
greatly  esteemed  by  those  who  knew  her.  She  was  a faith- 
ful wife  and  a very  devoted  mother.  She  died  in  June, 

1846,  and  was  buried  in  the  town  of  Windfield,  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

The  colonel  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  INI rs.  S.  R. 
Joslin,  widow  of  S.  R.  Joslin,  of  Essex,  Yt.,  Feb.  15, 

1847.  Mrs.  Gardner’s  maiden  name  was  Martha  Enos, 
daughter  of  Sessions  and  Mehitabel  Finos,  and  was  born 
in  Lester,  Addison  Co.,  Yt.,  July  6,  1S1G.  Her  father 
was  a native  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  and  her  mother  of  Union, 
Conn. 

Mr.  Gardner  has  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town, 
of  more  than  300  acres,  and  at  one  time  he  owned  over 
400  acres.  He  has  lived  to  aid  in  the  building  of  all  the 
improvements  on  his  farm,  a view  of  which,  with  portraits 
of  himself  and  wife  above,  may  be  seen  elsewhere. 

The  colonel  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  General 
Jackson  at  his  first  election  ; but  in  polities  he  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  party  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  never  sought  any  political  offices  in 
his  town,  preferring  the  quiet  of  home  to  any  political 
honors.  He  has,  however,  been  assessor  for  a great  many 
years,  and  supervisor  of  his  town. 

The  colonel  was  formerly  connected  with  the  State 
militia,  entering  at  the  age  of  eighteen  as  a private,  and 
gradually  advanced  through  the  various  military  positions 
until  he  became  colonel.  He  was  very  fond  of  the  military 
tactics.  lie  is  now  an  old  gentleman  of  nearly  seventy-six, 
very  much  broken  down  in  health,  but  his  mind  is  as  clear 
as  ever.  He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  and 
reviews  the  past  with  no  apprehension  of  the  future. 


A.  ALONZO  MATTESON, 

son  of  Asa  and  Elizabeth  Richmond  Matteson,  was  born  in 
Wost^Grccnwich,  Kent  Co.,  R.  I.,  Aug.  Hi,  1811).  Asa 
Matteson  was  of  English  origin  and  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island.  About  1775  he  married  Elizabeth  Richmond,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  by  whom  five  children  were  borne. 
The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  John 
Matteson,  who  served  in  the  French  war  from  175G  to 
1 7 ♦»- 1.  and  A.  Alonzo  lues  the  same  old  gun  that  he  carried 
through  that  war. 

In  the  spring  of  ls24,  A<a  Matteson  and  family  removed 
to  Fairfield,  Herkimer  county,  and  continued  there  till  March 
1,  1 Slit),  when  the  family  removed  to  Exeter,  Otsego  County, 
"hero  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asa  Matteson  died.  Asa  followed  farm- 


ing. He  died  May  10,  1858,  and  Mrs.  Asa  Matteson  died 
Jan.  4,  18G3,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  A.  Alonzo.  A.  Alonzo 
received  a common-school  education,  and  when  a young  man 
taught  school  two  winters,  lie  also  taught  singing-school  for 
a number  of  years,  and  was  leader  of  the  choir  at  Schuyler's 
Lake  for  several  years  until  he  removed  to  Burlington  on 
April  1,  1863,  and  since  has  led  the  singing  in  the  village 
where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Matteson  hits  been  engaged  as  a fanner.  He 
married  Miss  J'lliza  J.  Ball,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ball,  of 
Fdxeter,  Nov.  18,  1847,  by  whom  one  daughter,  Charlotte 
E.,  was  borne,  June  18,  1855,  in  Exeter.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
J.  Ball  Matteson  was  born  in  Exeter,  Jan.  21,  1825.  She 
died  5 1 ay  21,  1859,  and  was  buried  at  the  cemetery  at 
Schuyler’s  Lake.  Mr.  A.  A.  Matteson  married  his  present 
wife,  Mrs.  Mary  It.  Bliss  Matteson,  daughter  of  Seth  L. 
Bliss,  of  Exeter,  June  5,  1SG0.  She  was  born  at  Exeter, 
Feb.  12,  1839.  Mr.  Matteson  has  some  145  acres  of  good 
land.  A view  of  his  present  home  may  be  seen  elsewhere. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  lias 
a natural  gift  as  a mechanic,  being  able  to  make  most  any- 
thing lie  undertakes.  Mr.  Matteson  commenced  life  a 
poor  man,  but  by  his  own  industry  and  frugality  he  has 
acquired  a competency,  and  is  now  surrounded  by  all  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  a happy  home  in  the  village 
of  West  Burlington. 

When  Mr.  Matteson  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  united  with  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church,  and  since 
coming  to  West  Burlington  lias  been  identified  with  the 
Baptist  church,  though  not  a member.  He  has  held  several 
of  the  offices  of  said  church,  and  his  home  has  always  been 
open  to  ministers  of  all  denominations  to  stay.  By  bis 
means  he  assists  to  all  the  calls  of  Christian  benevolence, 
and  is  ever  ready  in  every  good  word  and  work. 


WILLET  CHASE, 

son  of  Asa  and  Hannah  Chase,  was  burn  in  Hancock.  R.  I., 
Oct.  5,  1S02,  and  removed  to  Otsego  County,  and  settled 
in  Pittsfield,  in  1S04,  in  company  with  his  parents.  Asa 
and  Hannah  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children.  Asa 
was  a farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  His  wife 
Hannah  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-one  years  of  age,  and  both 
of  them  now  lie  sleeping  in  the  family  cemetery,  some  one- 
half  mile  west  of  where  Willet  now  resides. 

Willct  went  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade  in  his  nine- 
teenth year,  serving  three  years  as  an  apprentice.  March 
28,  1S28,  lie  removed  into  Burlington,  to  his  present 
farm.  It  then  consisted  of  but  three-quarters  of  an  acre, 
on  which  was  a small  house  and  shop,  and  to  this  small 
beginning  he  has  been  constantly  adding  little  by  little, 
until  he  now  owns  138}  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  are 
built  some  splendid  buildings,  a view  of  which  may  be  seen 
elsewhere.  He  married  Mi.-s  Eliza  Harrington,  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Lucinda  Harrington,  Sept.  1,  1827.  She 
was  born  in  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  9, 1S05. 
In  IS  10  her  parents  settled  in  Edtnoston,  and  removed  to 
New  Lisbon,  where  they  died.  !>v  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chase  ten  children — five  sons  and  five  daughters — 
have  been  born,  namely,  Miron,  Caroline,  Almira,  Emily> 
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Truman,  Clarissa  L.,  Ann  A.,  Albert,  Robert  T.,  and 
Henry. 

Truuian  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven. 

Ilenry  died  while  young. 

Albert  and  Miron  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. Miron  served  in  the  4th  Regiment  of  Wisconsin 
Volunteers  during  the  entire  war,  and  lived  to  see  his  old 
home  again;  but  Albert  was  a soldier  in  Co.  K,  121st 
Regiment  of  New  York:  Volunteers,  serving  about  six 
months,  when  he  fell  a victim  by  sickness.  Mr.  Chase 
is  a Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Chase  is  one  of  the  old 
pioneers  of  the  county  who  came  here  when  a boy,  and  has 
lived  to  witness  the  greatest  improvements  in  the  various 
departments  of  industry  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
is  now  an  old  man  of  seventy-six,  and  seems  to  be  in  good 
health. 


ORANGE  GARDNER, 

son  of  Nicholas  and  Russil  Gardner,  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Aug.  16,  1831.  His  father  was  a native  of  Pownell,  Vt., 
born  in  January,  1787,  and  removed  to  this  county  about 
the  year  1S0U.  He  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  Orange,  and  where  he  continued  to  reside  till  his 
death.  He  married  Miss  Sally  Vane,  a native  of  Vermont, 
by  whom  three  children  were  borne ; one  only,  Stephen 
Gardner,  is  now  living  in  Oswego  county.  Mr.  Nicholas 
Gardner  married  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Russil  Sewell,  a 
native  of  this  town,  and  who  was  born  in  1793,  by  whom  the 
following  children  were  borne,  namely,  Aaron,  Sally,  Wm. 
Sewell,  Emeliue,  Albert,  Orange,  and  Harmon,  four  of  whom 
still  live.  Mr.  Nicholas  Gardner  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  owned  about  250  acres  of  good  land.  In  polities,  a Whig. 
He  died  Jan.  22,  1S63.  Mrs.  Gardner  died  Jan.  15,  1S69. 
Orange  is  the  youngest  living  son  of  this  family.  He  was 
reared  a farmer,  which  business  he  still  follows.  He  re- 
ceived common-school  advantages  for  an  education.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Chisholm,  April  26,  1S68. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Geo.  and  Catharine  Chisholm,  and 
was  born  in  this  town  June  3,  1835. 

Her  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1833,  and  settled  in  Burlington,  Otsego  Co., 
N.  Y.  They  had  eight  children, — .Jane,  Margaret,  Ellen, 
Janette,  Andrew,  Elizabeth,  Robert,  and  George.  Andrew 
was  a soldier  in  the  Rebellion,  in  the  121st  Reg.  N.  Y.  Vol., 
and  lost  his  life  by  sickness  ; the  rest  survive.  Mrs.  Chis- 
holm died  in  October,  1870.  Mr.  Orange  Gardner  lived 
with  his  parents  till  their  death,  and  has  since  continued  to 
reside  on  the  “Old  Homestead”  where  he  was  born,  and 
where  his  two  sons  Sewell  and  Andrew  were  born,  the  for- 
mer July  22,  1869,  and  the  latter  June  28,  1871.  A view 
of  his  residence,  with  portraits  above  of  himself  and  wife, 
may  be  seen  elsewhere.  Mr.  Gardner  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmers  of  Burlington.  He  owns  some  275  acres.  In 
polities,  a Republican.  He  has  never  sought  any  political 
positions,  preferring  the  quiet  of  homo.  He  is  now  in  the 
prime  of  life,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  a happy 
home. 


ANDREW  A.  MATHER, 

son  of  Dan  and  Susannah  Mather,  was  born  in  this  town 
and  county,  Oct.  17,  1812.  His  father  was  a lineal  de- 
scendant of  Richard  Mather,  of  English  origin,  who  came 
from  Warrington,  England,  landing  at  Boston,  Aug.  17, 
1635,  and  settled  in  Dorchester,  Mass.  He  was  a elergv- 
man  of  marked  ability.  He  left  England  from  his  unwil- 
lingness to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  established  church. 
He  founded  a Presbyterian  church  at  Dorchester,  Mass., 
Aug.  23,  1636,  and  remained  pastor  of  the  same  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  16,  1669. 

From  him  have  descended  a numerous  race,  all  of  whom 
have  been  noted  for  their  great  energy  and  indomitable  per- 
severance. Dan,  the  father  of  Andrew  A.  Mather,  was 
born  in  Lyme,  Conn.,  Oct.  1,  1774.  He  was  a tanner  and 
currier  by  occupation,  which  business  he  followed  several 
years  after  settling  in  the  town  of  Burlington.  He  married, 
for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Susannah  Onderdonk,  a resident 
of  Manhasset,  Long  Island.  She  was  born  Dec.  12,  1775. 
By  this  union  three  sons  were  born  : Andrew  A.,  Ezra,  and 
Dan.  Ezra  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  3Ir.  Dan  Ma- 
ther settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  Burlington, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  the  Butternut  creek  valley,  in  lSDf 
on  the  farm  where  he  died  Sept.  1,  1S56,  and  which  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  Andrew  A.  Mather.  Mrs. 
Mather,  wife  of  Dan  Mather,  died  March  9,  1S53.  Dan 
Mather  was  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  town  ; 
he  held  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  and  by  indus- 
try and  frugality  he  gained  a competency.  He  was  strictly 
honest  in  all  his  dealings,  and  lived  respected  and  died 
lamented.  His  son,  Andrew  A.,  was  reared  on  the  farm, 
receiving  a good  common-school  education.  He  taught 
school  five  terms  in  winter,  commencing  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen, and  working  on  the  farm  in  summer.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  married  Teresa  D.  Cummings,  a daughter 
of  Elias  and  Lucinda  Cummings,  of  New  Lisbon,  Sept.  7, 
1834.  By  this  marriage  seven  children  were  born,  namely. 
Adrian  0.,  Andrew  E.,  A.  Dan,  Elias  C.,  and  Kate  M., 
who  are  living,  and  two  died  in  infancy.  Adrian  O.,  An- 
drew E.,  and  A.  Dan  live  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ; are  whole- 
sale grocers,  known  as  the  firm  of  “ Mather  Brothers. 
Elias  C.  is  a farmer  in  Burlington,  living  adjoining  the  old 
homestead,  and  Kate  M.,  living  now  in  Albany  with  lmr 
brothers. 

Mrs.  Mather,  wife  of  Andrew  A.  Mather,  died  Jan.  27. 
1860. 

Mr.  Mather  married  Miss  Addic  J.  Birdsall,  of  Otego, 
Jan.  6,  1862.  She  was  born  June  5,  1834;  her  parents 
were  of  New  England  parentage,  and  were  born  in  Otsego 
County.  By  this  alliance  two  daughters  were  born  : Clara 
L.  and  Jennie  A.,  aged  twelve  and  fourteen  respectively. 

Mr.  Andrew  A.  Mather  has  always  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  closely  allied  with  the  lust 
interests  of  his  town  and  county.  He  is  now  living  at  the 
same  old  homestead  where  ho  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 
Mr.  Mather  is  the  grower  of  some  tine  Jersey  stock  ami 
Leicester  sheep.  lie  is  a man  that  thinks  for  him. -elf  and 
acts  from  his  own  convictions  of  right  and  wrong;  :i!way-> 
ready  to  engage  in  any  reform  that  has  for  its  aim  the 
amelioration  of  mankind.  He  allied  himself  with  the 
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Washingtonian  movement  in  1841,  and  has  ever  since  that 
time  been  identified  with  all  the  temperance  reforms  of  the 
day.  In  polities  he  was  a Democrat,  and  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  down  to  the  time  Lewis  Cass  wrote  his  Nichol- 
son letter,  taking  the  ground  that  congress  had  no  power 
to  keep  slavery  out  of  the  territories  ; and  when  Cass  and 
Taylor  ran  for  president  in  184S,  he  voted  for  Van  Buren 
to  beat  Cass,  and  ever  since  has  voted  with  the  anti-slavery 
party,  voting  the  Republican  ticket.  Iu  1ST-  he  thought 
Horace  Greeley  the  best  man,  and  voted  for  him.  After 
the  defeat  of  Horace  Greeley,  not  being  satisfied  which 
party  was  the  safest  to  carry  on  the  government  in  1S7G, 
he  voted  the  temperance  ticket.  He  has  held  various  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  honor  in  town,  and  was  elected  super- 
visor in  1 846.  In  1853  he  was  elected  by  the  temperance 
party  to  the  legislature  as  a “ Maine  Law”  man,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1SG0  Mr.  Mather  was  elected  sheriff  of  Otsego 
County,  which  office  he  held  three  years,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  returned  to  his  farm  in  the  Butternut 
creek  valley,  where  he  now  resides. 

Andrew  E.  Mather  was  mustered  in  as  first  lieutenant 
of  K Company,  121st  New  York  Volunteers,  August,  1862. 
Promoted  to  captain  January,  1863  ; to  major  June,  1S63; 
was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  in  January,  1SG4,  and 
transferred  to  the  20th  United  States  Colored  Infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Was  wounded  in 
the  shoulder  at  Salem  Heights,  May  3,  1S63. 

Elias  C.  Mather  was  mustered  in  as  private  of  K Company, 
121st  New  York  Volunteers,  in  August,  1862.  Was  ap- 
pointed first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  20th  United 
States  Colored  Infantry  in  September,  1864,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Was  wounded  in  the  arm  at 
Fredericksburg  May  3,  1863,  and  at  Petersburg  June  14, 
1864. 


THE  BOLTON  AND  BRIGGS  FAMILIES. 

Lemuel  Bolton  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  May  4, 
1778,  and  settled  in  Burlington  as  early  as  1795.  He 
married  Miss  Ruth  Briggs,  a lineal  descendant  of  Noah 
Briggs,  of  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  in  the  year  lSUO. 

Lemuel's  father  was  a sea-captain,  and  was  killed  in  a 
New  London  fort.  The  Boltons  are  of  English  origin,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  in  New  England.  Lemuel 
purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  Maurice  W., 
in  1801.  He  had  ten  children,  namely,  Isaac,  Ezra,  Mau- 
rice, Perez,  Elizabeth,  Esther,  Ruth  A.,  Susannah,  Olive, 
and  Hannah.  Isaac,  Ezra,  and  Hannah  are  dead.  Iu 
politics,  a Democrat.  He  was  the  owner  of  some  680  acres 
of  land  in  Burlington  at  one  time.  All  that  he  had  to 
commence  life  with  was  a few  carpenter’s  tools  and  five 
dollars  in  money.  Besides  following  farming,  he  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner.  Ruth  Bolton  died  May  30,  1843. 
and  Lemuel  Bolton  died  March  12,  1844. 

Maurice  Bolton  was  born  Oct.  19,  1804.  He  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  this  has  been  his  life’s  work.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  till  their  death,  when  lie  came  iu 
possession  of  the  li  homestead.''  He  is  the  grower  of  some 
fine  stock,  being  the  owner  of  the  finest  pair  of  matched 
oxen  we  have  ever  seen.  He  is  a farmer  of  200  acres. 


Olive  married  the  lion.  Elihu  C.  Wright,  a native  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  a prominent  man  in  the  town  of  Mil- 
ford, being  justice  of  the  peace,  and  member  of  the  legis- 
lature in  1855.  He  died  April  17,1858.  Hannah  married 
Judson  G.  Faulkner,  of  Middlcfield  Centre,  Jan.  28,  1847. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He  died  Nov.  17,  1862, 
leaving  one  son,  Arthur. 

THE  BRIGGS  FAMILY. 

Noah  Briggs,  of  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  moved  to  Volun- 
town,  Conn.,  about  1745.  He  married  Elizabeth  Trumbull, 
of  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  for  several  years. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  namely,  Elkanah, 
Zephaniuh,  Perez,  William,  Isaac,  John,  James,  Betsey, 
Freelove,  Sarah,  and  Susan. 

Zephaniah  married  and  lived  in  Sherman,  Conn.,  and 
died  in  1838  or  1839,  aged  one  hundred  and  two  years. 
Perez  married  Elizabeth  Smith,  and  lived  in  Burlington, 
Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  settled  in  17S9,  in  Burlington. 
William  married  a Gallup,  and  resided  in  Sterling,  Conn., 
and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  Isaac  was  not  mar- 
ried, and  died  a soldier  in  Washington’s  army.  John  mar- 
ried a Hall,  and  moved  to  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in 
1S3S,  aged  eighty-eight,  leaving  several  children.  John 
wras  a Revolutionary  soldier.  William  and  James  were 
soldiers  also.  James  married  Phebe  Bowen,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  had  twelve  children. 

This  is  all  we  have  at  our  command  of  this  pioneer 
family  of  Otsego  County. 


DAVID  G.  PARKER. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  of  this  town  may  be  mentioned 
the  Parker  family.  Alexander  Parker  was  of  English  origin  ; 
his  grandfather  was  from  England,  and  settled  in  the  New 
England  States.  Alexander  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  was  born  Jan.  8,  1768.  His  father’s  name  was  Elisha 
Parker,  and  was  born  Aug.  6,  1746,  in  Rhode  Island;  his 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Miss  Maria  Ellsworth,  and  was 
born  near  Plymouth,  Mass.  They  had  eleven  children,  all 
born  in  the  New  England  States. 

Capt.  Elisha  Parker  served  as  a captain  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Soon  after  the  year  1800  he  and  his  wife 
and  balance  of  family  settled  in  Burlington  on  a part  of  the 
farm  now  owned  by  their  grandson,  David  G. ; here  they 
continued  to  reside  till  their  death.  Mrs.  Elisha  Parker  died 
Sept.  24,  1828,  and  he  died  March  19,  1813.  Alexander 
was  reared  a farmer,  and  when  a boy  he  worked  out  by  the 
month  to  aid  in  the  support  of  his  father’s  large  family. 
Thus  he  worked  till  he  was  of  age,  and  for  one  year  there- 
after he  continued  to  work  by  the  month  in  order  to  get  a 
little  money  to  begin  life.  In  1790  he  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  son,  David  G.,  at  West  Burlington. 
V bile  still  a small  boy  he  was  a waiter  in  the  Revolutionarv 
war.  He  married  .Miss  Joanna  Gardner,  a daughter  of 
Abram  Gardner,  of  Pownell,  Vt.,  Feb.  17,  1793.  She 
was  born  Aug.  2S,  1777,  in  Pownell.  Vt.  By  this  union 
nine  children  were  born, — Abram,  Polly,  Elisha.  Ira,  Bet- 
sey, Mchitable,  Alexander,  Jr.,  Sarah,  and  David  G. ; four 
are  dead.  Alexander  Parker,  Sr.,  was  at  one  time  a very 


' 

. 

■ 


- 


Photos,  by  W.  G.  Smith,  Cooperstown. 


ROSWELL  KELSEY. 


MRS.  ROSWELL  KELSEY. 


ROSWELL 

Roswell  Kelsey,  of  Burlington,  son  of  Solomon  and 
Anna  Kelsey,  was  born  in  Edmeston,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  13,  1797. 

Solomon  was  a native  of  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  Sept.  10,  1767,  and  married  Anna  Brown,  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  by  whom  twelve  children  were 
borne;  two  only  are  now  living,  but  all  lived  to  be  men  and 
women.  Solomon  was  married  before  17S9,  and  removed 
to  this  county  about  that  time,  and  settled  in  Edmeston, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  June,  1815,  and  his  wife  died  some  three 
weeks  afterwards. 

lie  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  reared  his  children 
to  industry  and  economy.  Roswell  was  thus  reared,  and 
in  1S20  he  and  his  brother  Silas  purchased  the  old  home, 
and  continued  to  reside  there  till  about  IS 40,  when  he 
Hold  out  his  interest  to  his  brother,  and  removed  on  the 
farm  in  Burlington,  where  he  has  continued  to  live  ever 
since.  He  now  owns  some  200  acres  of  good  land  near 
West  Burlington. 


KELSEY. 

He  married  Miss  Rhoda  Dye,  a native  of  Madison 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  27,  1820.  By  this  union  nine  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Sarah,  Solomon,  Rachel,  Daniel, 
Jerusha,  Mary,  William,  Celia,  and  Martha.  Jerusha, 
Celia,  and  Martha  are  dead. 

Mrs.  Roswell  Kelsey  was  connected  with  the  Friends, 
and  after  more  than  fifty  years  of  married  life  she  was 
the  first  of  this  large  family  to  pass  away.  She  died 
May  29,  1S71,  and  was  buried  in  Burlington. 

Mr.  Kelsey  has  always  been  either  a Whig  or  Repub- 
lican in  politics.  Mr.  Kelsey  has  always  been  a farmer, 
and  to-day,  while  he  is  an  old  gentleman  of  more  than 
eighty-one  years,  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
he  has  done  some  good  in  his  day  and  generation.  1 1 is 

daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Lines,  is  living  with  him,  and  1ms 
the  care  of  him  in  his  old  age. 

Sarah  married  Julius  Lines,  a native  of  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Ta.,  Nov.  17,  1840,  by  whom  one  daughter,  Laura, 
was  borne.  Mr.  Lines  died  Feb.  4,  1S74,  and  Mrs. 
Liues  came  to  live  with  her  father  the  next  May. 
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large  landholder,  and  gave  each  of  liia  sons  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  besides  the  necessaries,  tools,  and  stock  to 
commence  farming.  In  politics,  a Democrat.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  Mr.  Alexander  Parker’s  tirst  wife  was  a sister 
to  his  second  wife;  her  name  was  Sarah  Gardner,  and 
they  were  married  about  Jan.  1,  1791,  by  whom  one  boy, 
David,  was  born  Oct.  29,  1791.  He  died  March  7,  1793. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Parker  died  May  27,  1792  ; Mr.  A.  Parker  died 
Feb.  27,  1S45  ; Mrs.  A.  Parker  died  June  22,  1S60. 

David  G.  Parker  was  born  on  his  present  farm  at  West 
Burlington,  Nov.  29,  1822.  He  received  a common-school 
education.  He  lived  with  his  parents  till  their  death.  He 
married  Miss  Susannah  Bolton,  May  27,  1S52.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Ruth  Bolton,  and  was  born  in 
Burlington,  Otsego  C'o.,  N.  Y.,  July  14,  1S17  ; her  parents 
came  from  Pownell,  Vt. 

By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  G.  Parker  five 
children  were  born,  namely,  Ella  M.,  born  Sept.  16,  1853, 
and  came  to  her  death  June  15,  1859,  by  being  caught  in 
the  bars  while  climbing  through  them,  which  caused  her 
neck  to  be  broken  ; her  mother  was  the  first  to  see  her  little 
daughter  and  rescue  her  lifeless  form  ; Isaac  B.,  Dexter 
A.,  Otis  M.,  and  Ruth  J.  II.,  all  are  living  and  at  home. 
Mr.  Parker  is  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  one  of  the 
leading  stock-growers  and  dealers  in  the  county.  He  is 
the  owner  of  more  than  330  acres  of  good  land,  besides 
property  in  the  south.  Mr.  Parker  is  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising citizens  of  the  town.  He  began  life  poor,  but  by 
industry  and  frugality  he  has  to-day  a pleasant  home,  and  is 
surrounded  by  four  intelligent  children.  In  politics  he  is 
a Democrat ; he  never  desired  any  political  office,  but  pre- 
ferred the  quiet  of  home.  He  has  made  all  the  improve- 
ments on  his  fine  farm,  a view  of  which  may  be  seen  else- 
where. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

TOWN  OF  BUTTERNUTS. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  ami 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Incidents  — The  First  Town- 
Meeting — Otliccrs  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from 
1 706  to  1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — -Agricultural  and  General 
Statistics — Area — Equalized  and  Assessed  Valuation — Population 
from  1S00  to  1S75. 

Butternuts  was  formed  from  Otsego,  April  10,  1792. 
5t  retained  its  original  dimensions  until  1797,  when  Pitts- 
field was  set  off,  and  it  was  again  reduced  in  area  by  the 
organization  of  Ediueston,  in  ISOS. 

It  is  an  interior  town  lying  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz.,  on  the  north 
by  Morris,  on  the  east  by  Laurens  and  Otego,  on  the  south 
by  Unudilla,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  which 
separates  it  from  Chenango  county.  Its  surface  is  a hilly 
upland.  The  bluffs  along  the  Unadilla  river  rise  to  the 
height  of  from  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  feet.  The 
principal  stream  is  Butternut  creek,  which  Hows  southwest 
through  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  first  settlement  was  made 


being  at  that  time  embraced  in  old  Tryon  county,  which 
was  set  off  from  Albany  county  in  1772.  This  was  one 
of  the  first  settled  towns  in  the  county,  which  was  probably 
due  to  its  location  on  the  Unadilla,  as  both  the  Uuudilla  and 
Susquehanna  were  at  that  time  navigable. 

Among  the  first  of  the  honored  pioneers  who  sought  a 
home  in  the  western  wilds  was  Abijah  Gilbert,  of  honored 
memory.  He  emigrated  from  Warwickshire,  England,  to 
this  country  in  about  the  year  1787,  and  soon  after  joined 
an  expedition  to  this  locality  under  General  Morris,  who 
had  accepted  the  agency  of  the  Morris  patent,  and  was  to 
receive  for  his  compensation  the  first  choice  of  lUOO  acres 
of  land,  leaving  the  second  choice  to  Mr.  Gilbert,  who,  in 
consequence  of  his  superior  knowledge  of  soils,  notwith- 
standing his  disadvantage  of  choice,  secured  much  the  better 
tract  of  land,  purchasing  1000  acres  for  §1000. 

Joseph  Cox,  also  from  Warwickshire,  England,  who  had 
accompanied  Mr.  Gilbert  to  New  Jersey,  after  remaining 
there  one  year  joined  him  in  the  new  settlement,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert,  assisted  by  Mr.  Cox,  cleared  a small  piece  of  land 
and  built  a log  house  near  the  present  residence  of  J.  R. 
Blackman,  Esq.,  in  the  village  of  Gilbcrtsville.  He  sub- 
sequently erected  a comfortable  block  house  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Lee  Hulbert  farm. 

Having  secured  a home  in  the  western  wilderness,  in  the 
year  1796  Mr.  Gilbert  returned  to  England,  and  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  this  country.  They  came  by  way  of 
Springfield  in  a large  wagon,  stopping  the  first  night  at  the 
spring  on  Deacon  Jackson’s  farm,  near  Morris.  The  men 
stood  around,  keeping  at  bay  the  wolves,  which  treated  the 
party  to  a most  vociferous  and  discordant  concert,  at  inter- 
vals, all  the  night  long. 

The  wolves  and  other  animals  were  not  the  only  denizens 
of  the  forest  in  those  days.  The  entire  region  was  originally 
a part  of  the  hunting  ground  of  the  Oneida  Indians,  who 
were  here  in  large  numbers  when  the  first  settlers  came. 
Small  bands  of  them  returned  for  many  years,  camping  in 
the  winter  on  the  high  ground  back  of  the  farm-house  of 
Austin  Turney,  Esq. 

Mr.  Gilbert  raised  the  first  field’  of  grain,  which  was 
watched  with  the  greatest  interest  by  the  pioneers,  as  they 
were  dependent  on  it  for  seed  in  the  coming  year.  After 
passing  an  active  life  he  died  in  1811,  leaving  a family  of 
six  children,  viz.,  Elizabeth  married  Lewis  Lee  Morris; 
Lucy  married  Samuel  Cotton ; Mary  became  the  second 
wife  of  Samuel  Cotton  ; Harriet  Catherine  married  John 
Bryant;  John  T.  married  Lydia  Smith  ; Joseph  T.  married 
for  his  first  wife  Hannah  Thorp,  and  reared  a family  of 
fifteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  and  his  second 
wife  w;is  Caroline  Chapman,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living.  Samuel  C.,  Catherine  \V., 
Chester,  George  Y.,  John  II.,  James  L.,  and  Edward  re- 
side in  and  near  the  village.  Ahijali  is  a resident  of  St. 
Augustine,  Fla.,  and  has  represented  that  comm  mweal  a 
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both  married  Nelson  C.  Chapman,  and  died  in  St.  Louis  in 
1870 ; they  had  three  children,  viz.,  Florence  married 
Henry  Alcock,  of  Staffordshire,  England,  and  Joseph  G. 
and  Charles  reside  in  St.  Louis.  Hannah  married  Ur. 
James  W.  Cox,  and  resides  in  Albany  ; they  have  four 
children, — Caroline,  James  W.,  Frederick,  and  Edward. 
Samuel  C.  married  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  Benajah 
Davis,  of  the  village  of  Morris,  and  their  family  consists  of 
three  daughters,  viz.,  Elizabeth  A.  became  the  wife  of 
Judge  J.  D.  Colt,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Catherine  W.  mar- 
ried Francis  M.  Rotch,  of  Morris,  and  a son,  Francis,  lives 
in  Boston ; she  subsequently  married  Thus.  Riggs,  of  Bal- 
timore, Md.  Martha  D.  married  Chas.  A.  Butler,  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  Catherine  W.  married  for  her  first  husband  Jabez 
S.  Fitch,  and  for  her  second,  Elisha  W.  Chester,  of  New 
York ; two  granddaughters  reside  here.  Geo.  Y.  married 
Mary  S.  Fitch,  of  Marshall,  Mich. ; their  family  consists 
of  two  children,  viz.,  Fitch  Gilbert  lives  in  Eau  Claire, 
Wis. ; Marion  became  the  wife  of  James  Murray,  of  Lon- 
don, England.  John  H.  married  Elizabeth  Lathrop,  and 
has  five  children,  viz.,  Helen  L.  married  Rev.  James  Ecob, 
of  Augusta,  Me.,  and  Frances,  Caroline,  Catherine,  and  J. 
Henry  reside  with  their  parents.  James  L.  Gilbert  mar- 
ried Jane  Blackman,  and  has  two  sons,  viz.,  J.  B.  Gilbert, 
M.D.,  and  Robert  W.,  both  residents  of  New  York  city. 
Edward  resides  on  the  homestead.  Chas.  T.  married 
Charlotte  Disoosway,  and  resides  in  New  York;  they  have 
two  children, — Anita  and  Frances.  Benjamin  C.  married 
Anna  Taylor,  of  Albany,  and  resides  there. 

Joseph  Cox,  mentioned  above,  a worthy  pioneer,  pur- 
chased lands  of  Mr.  Gilbert  above  the  village,  and  his  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Nichols  was  the  first  in  the  new  set- 
tlement. This  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Two  sons,  Richard  and  Isaac,  reside  in  the  towrn,  the  former 
above  the  village,  and  the  latter  at  Mt.  Uptou. 

John  Marsh  was  also  an  early  settler  at  Gilbcrtsville. 
II  e came  with  Abijah  Gilbert  upon  the  latter’s  return  from 
England  in  179G. 

William  and  Richard  Musson,  from  England,  were 
pioneers.  The  former  opened  the  first  store  in  town,  about 
one  mile  below  the  village ; the  latter  settled  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town  on  the  hill.  He  was  a deacon  in  the 
Baptist  church,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  organizing 
the  society.  He  reared  a large  family  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, who  are  esteemed  in  the  community.  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  William  Musson  are  also  residents  of  the 
town.  Upon  the  death  of  William  Musson  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Samuel  Cotton  and  James  T.  Gilbert,  under  the 
firui-nafne  of  Cotton  A Gilbert,  who  removed  to  the  village 
in  1SIU,  and  continued  the  business  until  1821.  About 
this  time  Abijah  and  Samuel  C.  Gilbert  commenced  the 
mercantile  business.  In  about  the  year  1812,  Nathaniel  B. 
Bennett  built  and  opened  a store,  located  above  the  village 
near  the  grist-mill.  He  also  operated  a woolen- factory  at 
the  same  place. 

A pioneer  tavern  above  the  village  was  kept  by  John 
Marsh.  Across  the  brook  from  the  tavern  Willard  Cove 
owned  and  operated  a tannery.  He  was  a prominent  man, 
and  was  member  of  assembly  in  1820. 

The  Luce  brothers,  Toney  1’.  and  Lovcl  B.,  were  mer- 


chants in  the  village  from  1S25  to  IS  15.  W illiam  C.  Bent- 
ley was  in  trade  a few  years.  Gilbert  A Halbert  were  in 
business  from  1845  to  1849. 

The  first  tavern  in  the  village  was  kept  by  John  T.  Gil- 
bert, a portion  of  which  is  still  standing,  and  used  for  a 
tavern. 

The  first  buildings  in  the  village  were  a blacksmith-shop 
and  dwelling  owned  by  John  Eddy,  and  a school-house. 

Levi  and  Thomas  Halbert  were  pioneers  who  came  from 
Chesterfield,  Mass.,  in  about  the  year  1790,  and  settled  on 
lands  about  two  miles  west  of  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Gilbcrtsville.  After  clearing  and  improving  the  land  the 
brothers  separated,  Levi  purchasing  a farm  nearer  the  vil- 
lage. Levi  married  Deborah  Smith  and  had  a family  of 
ten  children,  only  one  of  whom,  E.  S.  Halbert,  resides  in 
the  town.  Mr.  Halbert  is  a leading  citizen,  and  has  been 
supervisor  of  the  town  six  terms;  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  over  twenty  years;  was  a member  of 
assembly  from  Cortland  county  in  1832  and  1833,  and  was 
sheriff  of  Chenango  county. 

Asa,  Asel,  and  Emmett,  sons  of  Thomas  Halbert,  are 
residents  of  the  town,  and  the  former  occupies  the  old 
homestead. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  by  Levi  Halbert. 

Mr.  Enos  Smith,  a pioneer  from  Massachusetts,  came 
with  his  wife  and  family  in  1790,  and  located  immediately 
south  of  the  Halbert  brothers,  and  died  a few  years  after- 
wards. Captain  Daniel  Smith,  a son,  settled  about  one 
mile  west  of  the  village,  and  married  Iloxa,  daughter  of 
Timothy  Donaldson,  and  in  about  1 S 1 0 changed  his  loca- 
tion to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Morris,  one  mile  below 
the  village,  and  opened  a public-house,  which  he  kept  for 
a number  of  years.  Of  his  descendants,  the  only  one  liv- 
ing in  the  county  is  a daughter,  Mrs.  Peek,  of  Noblesville, 
New  Lisbon. 

Soldiers  of  the  Revolution  were  Timothy  and  Calvin 
Donaldson,  who  located  here  in  about  the  year  1790. 
Chester,  a son  of  Calvin,  resides  on  a portion  of  the  old 
homestead.  Timothy  Donaldson  was  secretary  of  the 
meeting  in  1797,  at  which  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Gil- 
bertsville  was  organized.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill,  and  during  the  conflict  his  guu  was  disabled  by  the 
enemy’s  bullets,  and  a part  of  it  shot  away.  They  both 
served  gallantly  during  the  arduous  struggle  for  independ- 
ence, and  Calvin  crossed  the  Delaware  with  Washington, 
and  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  Hessian  troops  at 
Trenton.  Lothario,  a brother  of  Calvin  and  Timothy,  a 
surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  came  into  this  town  in 
about  179G,  but  soon  returned  to  Roxbury,  Muss.  Still 
another  brother,  Atlamont,  was  a pioneer  in  Butternuts, 
who  subsequently  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  died. 

Nathaniel  Donaldson  w'as  a pioneer  who  also  came  from 
Massachusetts,  in  about  the  year  171*2.  and  settled  about 
one  mile  east  of  the  village,  across  Butternut  creek.  He 
I married  Miss  Candace  Sykes,  of  Springfield,  and  their 
I family  consisted  often  children.  Lewis,  now  aged  seventy- 
j six,  lives  on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead  with  his  -on, 
j Nathaniel  S.  Dwight  resides  in  Cleveland,  and  another 
I son,  Nathaniel  8.,  in  Milwaukee. 

Mr.  Thorp,  father  of  Edward,  John,  and  Charles,  was  a 
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pioneer  north  of  the  village.  Edward  died  on  the  home- 
stead, aged  ninety.  The  same  premises  are  now  occupied 
by  Hon.  Henry  Thorp,  a prominent  citizen,  who  was  a mem- 
ber of  assembly  in  18711.  Charles  Thorp  was  town  clerk 
in  1800-8,  and  subsequently  became  a Presbyterian 
minister. 

The  father  of  Charles  Root  was  an  early  settler  in  the 
east  part  of  the  town,  and  the  old  homestead  is  now  occu- 
pied by  a son  of  Charles, — Major  Charles  P.  Root. 

James  Myrick  was  also  a pioneer  in  this  locality,  and 
many  of  his  descendants  reside  in  the  town.  A.  M. 
Beardsley  and  a son,  Daniel,  early  located  in  this  vicinity. 
The  latter  died  at  the  age  of  about  ninety  years,  and  the 
old  homestead  is  now  occupied  by  descendants. 

Daniel  Adcock,  a brother-in-law  of  Richard  Musson, 
settled  in  about  1700  on  East  Hill,  and  lived  and  died 
there.  Nathaniel  Hesloys,  also  a native  of  England,  located 
in  about  1700  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  a nephew, 
John  Hesloys.  He  married  a sister  of  Richard  and  Wil- 
liam Musson,  who  was  a prominent  woman  iu  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

Still  another  native  of  “ old  Albion”  was  Thos.  Strongi- 
tliams,  who  with  his  wife  located  in  an  early  day  on  a 
farm  south  of  the  old  village  plat,  which  has  since  been 
divided  and  added  to  the  village. 

A prominent  pioneer  was  Deacon  Samuel  Shaw,  who 
moved  with  his  wife  and  family  from  Massachusetts  in 
about  1790,  and  settled  about  two  miles  east  of  the  present 
. village.  He  died  in  1799,  this  being  the  first  death  in 
town.  William  and  Colonel  David  Shaw,  brothers  of 
Samuel,  came  into  the  town  at  the  same  time.  The  former 
settled  about  one  mile  from  the  village,  and  was  accidentally 
killed  while  logging.  The  latter  settled  about  three  miles 
east  of  the  village,  and  was  a farmer.  He  died  here  iu 
1837,  aged  eighty-seven.  He  served  with  distinguished 
ability  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  refused  to  receive 
a pension,  saying  that  he  entered  the  service  through  the 
promptings  of  patriotism  alone.  lie  was  one  of  the  first 
to  espouse  the  colonial  cause,  and  served  through  the  entire 
eight  years  of  that  unequal  contest.  lie  was  supervisor 
of  the  town  in  1810  and  1811.  His  family  consisted  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Colonel  David,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried Miss  Chapin,  of  Winfield.  He  was  active  in  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  and  was  supervisor  in  1S2G-7-S— 39. 
He  was  also  prominent  in  the  military,  and  for  several  years 
was  colonel  in  the  militia.  Colonel  David,  Jr.,  and  his  wife 
both  died  within  a week  of  each  other,  in  the  year  18-13. 

^ “ The  black  camel  death  halts  once  at  each  door, 

A mortal  must  mount  to  return  nevermore.” 

John  Shaw  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died,  and  Clark 
lived  and  died  on  the  farm  ; Elizabeth  married  A.  S.  Rock- 
well, and  of  their  family  of  eight  children,  only  three  sur- 
vive. Catherine  married  A.  li.  Rockwell,  and  a son,  Dr. 
George  A.  Rockwell,  is  a dentist  in  the  village  of  Gilberts- 
viile;  Mrs.  Stebbius  lives  in  Norwich,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Comstock  near  New  York.  Sarah  married  Jared  Comstock, 
and  died  in  180-1,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  vears.  Mr. 
Comstock  resides  on  a farm  near  the  village,  which  he  bus  | 
occupied  since  1S28.  lie  conducted  the  woolen  manufac- 
turing business  for  twenty-seven  years,  in  the  factor)  that 


was  erected  by  Nathaniel  B.  Bennett  in  180S,  which  was 
the  first  in  the  town.  Ferdinand  Shaw,  a son  of  Colonel 
David,  Jr.,  is  a merchant  in  the  village  of  Gilbertsville,  of 
the  firm  of  Hurd  A Shaw. 

William  Shaw,  a cousin  of  Colonel  David  and  Deacon 
Samuel,  came  from  the  same  town  in  Massachusetts,  and 
early  located  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  celebrated  as  a wolf- 
hunter,  catching  them  in  traps.  It  was  not  an  uncommon 
occurrence  for  him  upon  finding  a wolf  in  the  traps  to  tie 
its  nose  with  a piece  of  bark  to  prevent  biting,  and.  placing 
it  on  the  horse  with  him,  jog  along  to  the  house  with  it 
alive.  Two  daughters  of  Mr.  Shaw  are  residents  of  the 
town, — Mrs.  Sally  Gamble  and  Mrs.  Pliebe  Shaw. 

Joseph  Chapin  came  from  Massachusetts  in  about  the 
year  179G,  and  settled  across  the  creek  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  Thomas  G.  Hukes.  A grandsou,  Luke,  lives  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town. 

In  the  locality  known  as  “ Gregory  Hill,”  Noah  Gregory 
and  Nathaniel  Huntington  were  pioneers. 

Abner  Ford  was  a pioneer  from  Greene  county.  His 
sons  were  Valorous,  John,  Corydon  L.,  and  Hiram. 

A prominent  pioneer  in  that  locality  now  known  as 
“ Dimock  Hollow7,”  in  the  present  town  of  Morris,  was 
James  Blackman.  Janies,  Jr.,  a son,  lived  there  many 
years,  on  the  old  homestead,  which  originally  embraced 
GOO  acres,  a portion  of  which  is  now  owned  by  A.  T.  Black- 
man. J.  Russell  Blackman  now  owns  the  farm  lying  above 
the  grist-mill,  where  his  father  lived  and  died,  and  on  this 
farm  was  erected  the  first  Presbyterian  meeting-house.  A. 
J.  and  J.  Russell  Blackman  reside  in  the  village,  and  the 
latter  has  held  the  office  of  supervisor  six  terms.  A 
daughter  of  James  Blackman,  Jr.,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  II. 
II.  Wiekes,  and  they  reside  on  a large  farm  at  Maple 
Grove,  in  Morris. 

A pioneer  tavern-keeper  was  John  Marsh,  who  emigrated 
from  Hartwick,  Mass.,  in  about  1790,  and  located  above 
the  village,  where  he  opened  a public-house,  which  was  for 
many  years  the  leading  tavern  in  this  section.  Here  the 
town-meetings  were  held,  and  it  was  also  the  headquarters 
for  the  “ general  trainings.”  A son  and  son’s  widow  reside 
near  the  village. 

An  active  pioneer  was  Captain  John  Bryant,  a son-in-law 
of  Abijah  Gilbert.  He  w:as  the  proprietor  of  a tannery, 
and  was  also  postmaster  many  years,  and  at  various  tiuies 
officiated  as  supervisor  and  town  clerk.  A son,  Henry  C’., 
lives  in  the  village. 

Benjamin  and  Eli  Rockwell  and  other  brothers  were 
pioneers,  and  many  of  their  descendants  reside  in  the  ea.-t 
part  of  the  town.  James  M.  occupies  the  old  homestead, 
and  Sclah  and  Dr.  Geo.  A.  Rockwell  are  residents  of  the 
village. 

Other  early  settlers  wore  Ezra  Calkins,  Elisha  Burgess. 
Charles,  Joseph,  and  Elisha  Smith.  Edmund  Pettinvi’d, 
Jason  Lee,  Samuel  Comstock.  Reuben  Barber  and  «.>» 
Martin,  Major  Alexander  Bryant,  a Rcvoiuti  r.arv  pen- 
sioner, Jared  Lillie,  Russell  Millard,  Ezra  Calking,  and  Ed- 
ward Davis.  The  widow  of  the  latter  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  at  the  advanced  age  ot  nearly  one  hundred 
years. 

The  village  of  Gilbertsville  is  pleasantly  located  on  tin* 
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west  side  of  the  Butternut  creek,  and  contains  many  costly  i 
and  attractive  residences.  It  has  suffered  severely  from  j 
the  effects  of  fire,  the  first  of  any  importance  occurring 
in  1866,  when  a portion  of  the  business  part  was  destroyed. 

It  was  rebuilt,  and  began  to  resume  its  former  prosperity 
wheu,  in  1874,  it  was  again  visited  by  a disastrous  confla- 
gration, which  swept  away  more  than  thirty  buildings. 

The  present  business  interests  are  as  follows,  viz.,  general 
stores,  J.  K.  Brewer,  Hurd  & Shaw,  William  Oliver  (es- 
tate), G.  Sturdevant ; drugs  and  groceries,  G.  0.  Whit- 
comb, W.  W.  Stockwell  ; hardware,  Bedient  & Freeman; 
furniture,  F.  Blackman;  jeweler,  C.  V.  Daniels;  Otsego 
Journal,  William  Dietz,  proprietor ; marble  works,  Park 
& Ward;  planiug-mill,  etc.,  H.  C.  Bushnell,  H.  R.  Shade; 
foundry,  etc.,  J.  Mayne;  boots  and  shoes,  S.  B.  Cone,  L. 
W.  Parks ; dentist,  Dr.  G.  A.  Rockwell ; attorney-at-law, 
William  C.  Bentley ; physicians,  F.  II.  Winans,  H.  H. 
Wiekes,  and  L.  E.  Thorp ; photographer,  William  R. 
Smith  ; millinery,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Howlaud,  Miss  M.  N.  Rock- 
man  ; grist-mill,  John  S.  Kellogg ; blacksmiths,  A.  L. 
Thompson,  A.  J.  Dixon  & Son,  R.  S.  Hollis  ; wagon-shop 
and  blacksmithing,  John  Morrissey ; haruess-shops,  E. 
Griffon,  C.  Coos,  Wm.  Wood ; barbers,  L.  II.  Coye,  P. 
Loos;  billiards,  C.  L.  Gregory;  cooper,  Jehiel  Griffen  ; 
livery,  II.  Gregory,  L.  Emerson  ; tailor,  Robert  Drysdull ; 
brick,  Mr.  Middleditch  ; cheese-factory,  J.  H.  Gilbert. 

There  are  four  churches  in  the  village,  viz.,  Episcopal, 
Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Baptist. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 


from  1796  to  18 

78. 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1790 

■ Lewis  Franchot. 

Hezekiah  Dayton. 

1797 

it  ti 

ti  tt 

1798 

if  it 

ii  if 

1799 

« tt 

u a 

1800 

.Joseph  Shaw. 

a ft 

1801 

■ Paschal  Franchot. 

a n 

1802 

..Jacob  Morris. 

it  u 

1803 . 

it  ii 

a a 

1801 

U ti 

a a 

1805 

a u 

a a 

1806 

u u 

Charles  Thorp. 

a it 

1807 

u a 

1808 

a a 

a a 

1809 

. V.  P.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Willard  Cove,  tanner. 

1810 

■ David  Shaw. 

ii  ti 

1811 

ii  “ 

a a 

1812 

■ Paschal  Franchot. 

a a » * 

1813 

. “ “ 

a a 

1811 

a a 

1815 

it  ti 

a a 

1810 

, “ U 

a a 

1817 

. V.  P.  Van  Rensselaer. 

a a 

1818 

.Samuel  Cotton. 

Benajah  Davis. 

1819 

.Paschal  Franchot. 

Willard  Cove. 

1820 

.Samuel  Cotton. 

Benajah  Davis. 

1821 

.Paschal  Franchot. 

Samuel  Cotton. 

1822.  ,p 

.I)a\  id  W alker. 

John  Bryant. 

it  ti 

1823... r 

tt  tt 

1821 

.Jacob  Morris. 

it  ii 

1825 

.Paschal  Franchot. 

*i  ii 

1820 

.David  Shaw. 

Ansel  C.  Moore. 

1827 

. “ “ Jr. 

M it 

1828 

. “ “ Jr. 

John  Brvant. 

1829 

.A.  C.  Moore. 

.<  <4 

ti 

Hiram  Ilninc. 

.John  Morris. 

Chtiunecv  Moore. 

.A.  C.  Moore. 

U ii 

. “ “ 

J.  C.  Gorton. 

1831 

tt  tt 

Torrey  P.  Luce. 

1835 

.Ansel  C.  Moore. 

4< 

..John  Bryant. 

Jonathan  M.  Lull. 

1837 

.Ansel  C.  Muore. 

Hiram  Kinne. 

]s:>s 

.Paschal  Frun  iiot. 

Allred  A.  Cove. 

1839 

. l)av  id  Shaw. 

Chattncev  Moore. 

1810 

.Jacob  K.  Lull. 

George  Hollis. 

1811 

.Chauuccy  Moore. 

illiaiu  D.  Babcock. 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1842 

Holland  B.  Yates. 

IS  13 

“ “ 

1811 

Horace  M.  Perry. 

1815 

S.  J.  Brundige. 

1S10 

Nathan'l  Stevenson 

1817 

tt  u 

Norman  Randall. 

1818 

Huin|>hrev  Lvon. 

1849 

Charles  Myrick. 

1850 

ti  tt 

1851 

Warren  D.  Smith. 

1852 

it  it 

1853 

tt  ti 

1851 

Geo.  W.  Lillie. 

1855 

u u 

John  Blackman. 

1856 

a a 

Abner  Wood. 

1857 

Charles  Myrick. 

1S58 :.... 

it  it 

1859 

“ “ 

tt  ii 

1S00 

Jas.  It.  Blackman. 

it  ii 

1861 

ii  ii 

1862 

ii  ti 

1863 

a ti 

1861 

a a 

1865 

“ “ 

tt  a 

1866 

it  a 

a a 

1867 

ti  a 

a a 

1868 

a a 

u u 

1869 

a a 

1870 

a tt 

a tt 

1871 

a a 

a tt 

1872 

a u 

1873 

II.  H.  Wiekes. 

a n 

1871 

ii  ii 

a u 

1875 

a a 

1876 

a a 

a a 

1877 

u a 

G.  0.  Whitcomb. 

The  present  town  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows: 
Supervisor. — John  R.  Brewer. 

Town  Clerk. — G.  0.  Whitcomb. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Alvin  Powers. 

Assessor. — Stephen  Morse. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — L.  T.  Bushnell  and 
Alonzo  Hakes. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — John  A.  Bedient. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — James  K.  Briggs,  II.  D.  Don- 
aldson, William  D.  Babcock. 

Collector. — Andrew  J.  Cowen. 

Town  Auditors. — Thomas  A.  White,  J.  R.  Blackman, 
H.  0.  Gray. 

Constables.  — Jacob  Wilbor,  Richard  Gage,  Herbert 
Sergeant,  A.  J.  Cowen,  John  Coon. 

Game  Constable. — C.  Frank  Bushners. 

BUTTERNUTS  LODGE,  NO.  515,  F.  AND  A.  51., 
was  chartered  March  4,  18G1,  with  the  following  members, 
viz.,  Elias  Light,  Hezekiah  Sturges,  Silas  Caulkins,  J.  W. 
Still,  Peter  Brink,  E.  Brink,  M.  Brink,  William  C.  Bentley, 
Daniel  Knapp,  J.  W.  Stranahan,  John  Light,  and  F.  W. 
Edson. 

The  first  officers  were  as  follows : Elias  Light,  W.  M.  ; 
J.  W.  Still,  S.  W. ; P.  Brink,  J.  W. ; II.  Sturges,  Treas. ; 
W.  C.  Bentley,  Sec.  ; Rev.  J.  V.  Hughes,  Chap. ; C.  D. 
Spencer,  S.  D.  ; G.  C.  Bedient.  J.  D. ; G.  Miller,  Tyler. 

The  following  have  served  as  Masters,  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens,  from  IStil  to  the  present  time,  viz.,  1SG2,  James 
E.  Cook,  W.  M.  ; C.  D.  Spencer,  S.  W. ; Geo.  C.  Bedient. 
J.  W.  1803,  James  E.  Cook,  W.  M.  ; C.  D.  Spencer, 
S.  \\ . ; Geo.  C.  Bedient,  J.  W.  1864,  C.  D.  Spencer, 
M.;  G.  C.  Bedient,  S.  W.  ; E.  It.  Cobb,  J.  W.  1SG5, 
C.  D.  Spencer,  M. ; Geo.  F.  Graves,  S.  W. ; E.  C.  Gilbert, 
| J.  W.  18GG,  Niles  Searle-s,  M.  ; E.  N.  Cobb,  S.  W. ; 

R.  A.  Stenson,  J.  W.  18G7,  Geo.  F.  Graves,  M. ; R.  A. 
i Stenson,  S.  W. ; II.  0.  Gray,  J.  W.  18G8,  R.  A.  Slen- 
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JOHN  H. 

John  H.  Rawlings  is  a native  of  Burbage,  Leicestershire 
Co.,  England,  being  born  April  5,  1833.  His  father,  Isaac 
H.,  was  a native  of  the  same  county,  and  there  married 
Miss  Mary  Munson.  The  family  came  to  America  in  the 
year  1834,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  Otsego 
County.  Three  years  later  they  moved  on  to  the  farm  now 
owned  by  John  Rawlings. 

Isaac  H.  Rawlings  was  a man  of  great  force  of  character, 
Pery  industrious,  and  withal  a model  farmer.  He  did  much 
to  raise  the  standard  of  agriculture  in  his  neighborhood, 
and  converted  his  farm  from  an  inferior  to  a high  state  of 
productiveness.  He  was  a regular  attendant  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  died  Aug.  8,  1870,  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mrs.  Rawlings  survived  her  husband  only  a few  weeks ; 
she  died  Nov.  7,  1870.  She  was  a member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  her  death  was  deeply  lamented  by  the 
community  at  large.  The  memory  of  these  parents  is 
sacredly  cherished  by  their  only  son,  John  II. 

John  II.  Rawlings  is  the  only  survivor  of  a family  of 
four  children,  the  others  having  died  in  infancy.  He  was 
one  year  old  when  his  father  emigrated  to  this  country. 

is  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  were  such  onlv 
as  the  common  schools  afforded.  Being  the  only  child  to 
Jgildi  maturity,  he  remained  with  his  parents  upon  the 
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farm,  assuming  control  of  the  same  many  years  prior  to  his 
father’s  decease. 

Jan.  1,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Beale,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Hannah  Beale,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Leicestershire  Co.,  England.  She  was  born  March  9,  1826. 
When  she  was  fifteen  years  of  age  her  father,  with  his 
family,  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Butternuts.  She  was  the  eldest  of  a family  of 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  She  has 
resided  in  the  town  of  Butternuts  ever  since  her  arrival  in 
this  country;  but  her  parents  subsequently  removed  to 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Rawlings  is  a very  enterprising  farmer,  and  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  butter  and  English 
cheese.  His  farm  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  town, 
being  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  His  buildings  are 
commodious  and  convenient.  A view  of  his  beautiful  home 
can  be  seen  by  referring  to  other  pages  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Rawlings  has  voted  the  Republican  ticket  since  the 
organization  of  the  party.  lie  has  contributed  liberally  of 
his  means  and  time  to  the  support  of  church  and  educa- 
tional interests.  He  is  a man  of  undoubted  integrity,  and 
highly  esteemed  by  his  townsmen.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Rawlings 
are  withal  very  hospitable,  and  are  apparently  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  a pleasant  rural  home. 
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son,  M.;  II.  0.  Gray,  S.  W.  ; W.  II.  Thompson,  J.  W. 
1S69,  Geo.  C.  Rcdient,  M. ; C.  B.  Luce,  S.  W. ; H.  II. 
Wickcs,  J.  W.  187H,  Geo.  C.  Bedient,  M.  ; L.  G.  Cor- 
nell, S.  W.  ; 0.  E.  Gardner,  J.  W.  1871,  Geo.  C.  Bedi- 
ent, M. ; L.  G.  Cornell,  S.  W. ; F.  S.  Clinton,  J.  W. 
1872,  Geo.  C.  Bedient,  31. ; L.  Cornell,  S.  W.  ; Joseph 
Winson,  J.  W.  1873,  II.  0.  Gray,  31. ; Wm.  II.  Thomp- 
son, S.  W. ; R.  M.  Stenson,  J.  W.  1874,  II.  0.  Gray, 
M. ; Wm.  II.  Thompson,  S.  W. ; R.  M.  Stenson,  J.  W. 
1875-76,  Geo.  F.  Graves,  M. ; N.  S.  Donaldson,  S.  W.; 
J.  R.  Woodland,  J.  W. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

TOWN  OF  BUTTERNUTS-Continued. 

Collegiate  Institute  an<l  Churches. 

THE  GILBERTSVILLE  ACADEMY  AND  COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE. 

In  giving  the  history  of  the  inception  and  growth  of  the 
Gilbertsville  academy  and  collegiate  institute  we  are  led  to 
inquire  into  the  influences  that  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment of  this  institution. 

The  town  of  Butternuts  has  been  noted  for  the  excellence 
of  its  schools,  and  its  general  interest  in  educational  matters, 
from  the  time  of  its  settlement,  in  about  1790.  As  early 
as  the  year  1817  it  had  an  academy,  a wooden  building 
standing  on  the  present  site  of  the  “ marble-shop,"  and 
which  was  burned,  and  rebuilt  of  stone,  as  it  now  stands, 
by  the  individual  liberality  of  Samuel  Cotton,  J.  T.  Gilbert, 
Edward  Thorp,  and  John  Brewer,  by  whom  it  was  owned 
and  controlled.  Levi  Collins  was  principal  of  this  academy, 
and  its  success  was  largely  due  to  his  efficiency.  The 
impetus  given  to  the  cause  of  education  in  this  town  by 
this  able  instructor,  and  by  this  academy,  was  a prominent 
factor  in  the  choice  of  influences  that  culminated  in  the 
founding  of  the  Gilbertsville  academy  and  collegiate  insti- 
tute. 

In  the  interval  befween  the  years  1828  and  1838  the 
project  was  constantly  agitated,  and  finally  took  definite 
shape  Oct.  18,  1839,  when  titty-one  men  signed  a paper, 
and  agreed  to  pay  the  amounts  signed  opposite  their  names 
on  that  paper,  provided  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
or  over  should  be  subscribed,  the  object  stated  in  that 
paper  being,  The  building  and  endowing  an  academy  in 
^ Gilbertsville,  town  of  Butternuts,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.” 

The  requisite  amount  of  money  having  been  subscribed, 
J.  T.  Gilbert,  in  addition  to  having  subscribed  one-fifth  of 
this  amount,  gave  to  the  institution  the  grounds  upon  which 
to  locate,  and  later,  built  and  added  to  this  gift  a house  for 
the  use  of  the  principal. 

The  academy  was  immediately  erected,  and  opened  for 
scholars  in  the  fall  of  1840,  under  the  charge  of  J.  G. 
Truair  us  principal. 

In  a paper  addressed  to  the  board  of  regents,  and  bear- 
ing date  Jan.  25,  1841,  J.  T.  Gilbert,  T.  Benedict,  E.  Com- 
stock, J.  Kellogg,  E.  Thorp,  R.  31  orris,  8.  Shaw,  L.  E. 
Thorp,  C.  Donaldson,  Wm.  Shaw,  J.  Bryant,  A.  Convers, 
" 
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J.  Comstock,  S.  Marsh,  A.  Gilbert,  S.  C.  Gilbert,  and  H. 
Kinne  stated  “ that  they  contributed  more  than  one-half 
in  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  and  estate  col- 
lected or  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  academe.  ‘ and 
made  application  that  it  might  be  incorporated  ; the  appli- 
cation was  granted,  and  the  charter  was  recorded  31 ay  17, 
1841. 

The  first  regent’s  report  is  dated  Nov.  24,  1841.  and  re- 
ports a library  of  184  volumes,  and  philosophical  apparatus 
valued  at  $150. 

About  the  year  1853  the  citizens  of  the  town  made  an 
effort  to  endow  the  institution  with  a fund.  The  sum  of 
$2500  was  raised,  to  wdiich  has  since  been  added  860G  by  the 
bequest  of  31  iss  Betsey  Prentice.  This  is  all  the  endowment 
the  institution  has  at  the  present  time. 

The  academy  is  at  present  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  A. 
Wood  as  principal.  The  citizens  of  the  town  may  ju>tlv 
be  proud  of  the  record  of  their  academy  and  the  work  that 
it  has  done.  The  influence  it  has  exerted  and  is  still  exert- 
ing is  too  manifest  to  require  any  notice  but  that  of  indi- 
vidual observation.  The  work  that  it  has  done  and  is  still 
doing  vindicates  the  wisdom  of  its  founders,  and  is  the  re- 
ward of  their  far-sighted  public  spirit. 

The  institution  has  made  constant  progress  since  its 
founding,  and  never  merited  the  jealous  care  of  those  in- 
terested in  it  more  than  it  does  to-day.  The  buiidin.'-  and 
grounds  have  been  improved  from  year  to  year,  until  at  the 
present  time  they  are  in  better  condition  than  they  have 
ever  been  before.  The  academy  has  always  been  one  in 
which  thorough  work  was  done,  and  still  maintains  it? 
reputation. 

THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  GILBERTSVILLE- 

The  first  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
feasibility  of  organizing  a church  at  this  place  was  held  on 
3Iay  2,  1797,  of  which  Agar  Nash  was  moderator  and 
Timothy  Donaldson  scribe.  The  moderator  was  instructed 
to  invite  the  Rev.  31 r.  Gilbert,  of  Bailston,  to  attend  and 
organize  a church.  Accordingly,  on  Sept.  3,  1797,  3Ir.  Gil- 
bert formed  the  church,  consisting  of  nine  male  and  twelve 
female  members,  as  follows : Nathaniel  Coyle  aud  Brl  Lvt 
his  wife,  Samuel  Shaw  and  3Iary  his  wife,  Timothy  Don- 
aldson and  Abigail  his  wife,  Amos  George  and  Betsey  kL= 
wife,  Azar  Nash  and  Rhoda  his  wife,  William  Shaw  and 
Hannah  his  wife,  William  Shaw,  Jr.,  and  Lydia  his  wife. 
Edmund  Petengill  aud  Sarah  his  wife,  Stephen  Wood  and 
Chloe  his  wife,  Lydia  Haines,  Catherine  Donaldson,  and 
Elizabeth  Shaw.  These  persons  were  all  from  Now  Eng- 
land, and  the  church  was  named  the  First  Congregational 
church,  of  Butternuts.  Strong  Calviuistic  articles  of  fa:rh 
wore  drawn  up — twenty-three  in  number — aud  subscribed 
to  by  all  the  members ; and  Samuel  Shaw  was  chosen  dea- 
con, and  Timothy  Donaldson  scribe  of  the  church.  N 
of  the  original  members  are  now  living.  3Irs.  A'  l- 
Shaw,  the  last  one,  died  .May  13,  1854,  aged  ninety-:.: 

The  church  was  too  feeble  at  first  to  enjoy  a sett!'  d li- 
terate, but  was  supplied  at  intervals  by  various  ministers, 
some  of  whom  were  missionaries  preaching  to  neighboring 
churches.  This  was  then  missionary  ground,  and  t:. 
church  was  indebted  to  homo  missionaries  for  an  occasional 
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supply ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  church  ever  re- 
ceived missionary  aid.  Meetings  were  held  in  Timothy 
Donaldson’s  barn,  and  in  a barn  which  is  now  standing  on 
the  Brewer  farm.  Previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
church,  there  were  occasional  meetings  in  Abijah  Gilbert’s 
barn. 

Among  the  ministers  who  supplied  the  church  in  those 
early  years  were  Rev.  Messrs.  Stone,  Woodward,  Kirby,  Gris- 
wold, Harrower,  Williston,  Brainerd,  Chapman,  and  Bull. 
iThe  latter  was  an  eccentric  Englishman,  an  old  bachelor, 
'celebrated  for  long  prayers  and  for  longer  sermons.  It  was 
jno  unusual  thing  fur  him  to  occupy  an  hour  in  public 
iprayer,  and  still  more  time  in  preaching,  his  sermons  rang- 
ing freely  through  the  entire  Scriptures.  On  one  occasion, 
he  held  a meeting  in  the  Brewer  barn,  commencing  in  mid 
afternoon ; he  did  not  cease  preaching  till  it  was  so  dark 
the  last  hymn  could  not  be  read  without  candle-light. 
Many  years  afterwards,  he  was  calling  upon  Prof.  White, 
of  Union  theological  seminary.  The  doctor  happened  to 
be  in  a hurry  that  morning,  so  he  said,  (i  Brother  Bull,  will 
you  lead  us  in  a short  prayer?”  “ Pray  yourself,”  replied 
the  old  man,  bluntly,  “ and  pray  as  short  or  as  long  as  you 
please.” 

June  12,  1801.  Reuben  Cady  and  Amos  George  were 
chosen  deacons,  and  Charles  Thorp  was  elected  to  the  same 
office  in  1800.  In  September,  1805,  the  church  united 
with  the  Susquehanna  Congregational  Association,  then  in 
session  at  Great  Bend,  Pa. 

In  about  the  year  1805  the  first  meeting-house  was 
erected,  across  the  valley,  on  a farm  then  owned  by  Timothy 
j Donaldson,  and  now  the  premises  of  J.  R.  Blackman.  It 
'was  quite  an  imposing  structure  for  those  days,  being  two 
'stories  high,  with  a deep  gallery  in  the  interior.  It  seems 
that  the  gallery  was  not  completed  on  the  day  of  dedication, 
and  a ladder  temporarily  took  the  place  of  a flight  of  stairs 
leading  to  the  upper  auditory.  The  question  arose  how  to 
get  the  ladies  into  the  gallery  by  means  of  this  ladder.  It 
was  then  that  the  genius  of  Daniel  Root,  who  was  a car- 
penter, came  to  the  rescue.  At  his  suggestion,  the  ladder 
was  nailed  upon  boards,  and  thus  the  ladies  ascended  with 
due  propriety  and  gracefulness. 

The  pews  were  square,  with  high  backs,  and  the  pulpit 
was  literally  a work  of  high  art.  It  was  of  a circular  form 
perched  upon  a single  pedestal,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  a vast  goblet.  This  lofty  throne  was  ascended  by  means 
of  a back  flight  of  stairs.  Directly  over  the  pulpit  was  a 
canopy,  also  circular,  painted  blue,  containing  the  sounding- 
board, — the  whole  suspended  from  the  ceiling  by  an  iron 
rod.  “ Often  have  I thought  when  a child,”  said  one  of 
the  members,  “ now  if  that  rod  should  break  and  the  canopy 
should  fall,  how  nicely  the  minister  would  be  boxed  up.” 
The  house  was  provided  with  no  means  whatever  for  being 
warmed,  but  the  women  brought  little  foot-stoves  and  their 
big  muffs,  while  the  male  portion  of  the  congregation  came 
clad  in  heavy  " box  coats,”  xs  they  were  then  called.  The 
singing  in  those  da^s  was  good,  as  the  Rockwells,  the 
Huntingtons,  the  Morgans,  the  Halberts,  and  the  Donald- 
sons constituted  a choir  then  famed  for  its  excellence. 

June  5,  1808,  Joseph  T.  Gilbert,  afterwards  known  as 
Deacon  Gilbert,  united  with  the  church,  and  on  the  26th 


of  June,  1811,  was  elected  deacon,  and  continued  to  serve 
in  that  capacity  with  great  ability  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  July  13,  1807. 

At  the  same  meeting,  June  26,  1811,  Samuel  Com- 
stock was  chosen  deacon  ; and  he  also  filled  the  office,  with 
great  usefulness  and  acceptance,  until  he  died,  June  10, 
1840. 

It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  make  honorable  mention 
of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hcslop,  who  joined  the  church  in  1S09. 
She  was  long  known  as  one  of  the  most  active  and  con- 
sistent members.  She  was  distinguished  for  force  of  char- 
acter, piety,  and  liberality,  giving  in  her  last  years  nearly 
all  her  surplus  income  to  benevolent  objects.  She  was, 
indeed,  a mother  in  Israel, — one  of  the  excellent  of  the 
earth.  Mrs.  Hcslop  left  the  communion  of  this  church  to 
join  the  church  triumphant,  March  24,  1846. 

In  the  year  1808,  Mr.  Isaac  Garvin,  a licentiate  of  the 
Hampshire  South  Association,  accepted  a call,  and  on  the 
28th  of  September  of  that  year  he  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled the  first  pxstor  of  this  church,  by  a council  consist- 
ing of  clerical  and  lay  delegates  from  the  churches  of  New 
Windsor,  Jericho,  Franklin,  Hartwick,  Burlington,  and 
Oxford.  The  pastoral  relation  thus  consummated  was 
continued  for  twelve  years, — the  longest  period  any  minis- 
ter has  served  the  church, — and  was  productive  of  results 
at  once  the  most  happy  and  the  most  unhappy,  as  the  sequel 
will  show.  It  is  not  stated  what  salary  Mr.  Garvin  received 
at  first,  but  in  1815  the  society  voted  to  give  him  8150. 
For  several  years  the  church  seems  to  have  had  rest  and 
prosperity.  The  records  are  occupied  principally  with  ac- 
counts of  additions,  infant  baptisms,  and  cases  of  discipline. 
The  discipline  of  the  church  must  have  been  very  thoroughly 
administered  in  those  days,  and,  as  Mr.  Doubleaay  observes 
in  his  historical  sermon,  l:  We  must  conclude  that  either 
those  early  days  were  much  more  fruitful  in  crime  than  the 
present,  or  that  the  church  now  is  culpably  negligent.”  * 

In  the  winter  of  1816—17,  the  church  enjoyed  the  first 
general  revival  of  religion.  A remarkable  feature  was  the 
number  of  heads  of  families  that  were  converted,  the  number 
being  estimated  by  Enos  S.  Halbert  at  as  many  as  fifty.  As 
one  result  of  the  revival,  over  sixty  persons  were  added  to 
the  little  church,  of  whom,  as  far  as  I can  xscertain,  only  two 
survive  in  this  place, — Enos  S.  Halbert  and  Jared  Comstock. 
As  another  result,  the  society  raised  the  salary  in  1 SI 7 to 
8300,  one-half  to  be  paid  in  money,  the  rest  in  grain.  The 
prosperity  continuing,  in  1818  the  Sunday-school  was  or- 
ganized. In  the  same  year  the  society,  in  addition  to  con- 
tinuing the  salary  at  the  advanced  figure,  felt  rich  enough 
to  have  the  meeting-house  cleaned  for  81-S7j  ; and  voted 
also  that  it  be  swept  once  in  two  months  by  Joseph 
Chapin,  Jr.,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  two  dollars  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

At  this  time  the  church  was  united,  happy,  and  prosper- 
ous ; but,  alas  ! a storm  was  coming  that  was  to  widely  scat- 
ter many  sheep  of  the  fold,  and  to  threaten  to  sweep  the 
fair  work  of  years  out  of  existence.  About  this  time  a 
school  was  organized,  called  an  academy,  which  was  held 
in  the  red  school-house  till  that  wxs  burned,  when  a stone 
house  wxs  built  for  it,  now  occupied  as  a marble-shop.  It 
wxs  a flourishing  school,  taught  by  Levi  Collins,  and  turned 
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out  many  men  who  subsequently  became  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  among  them  the  two  Patengills,  the  two  Foots, 
Adams,  Scott,  Stoddard,  and  the  celebrated  Baptist  evan- 
gelist, Jacob  Knapp. 

On  July  4,  1820,  this  academy  held  an  exhibition  in  the 
church,  consisting  in  part  of  dramatic  representations,  some 
of  the  performers  being  dressed  in  costume.  This  exhibi- 
tion, and  the  fact  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  church 
attended  it,  gave  great  offense  to  many,  and  particularly  to 
Mr.  Garvin,  who  declared  he  would  never  preach  in  the 
church  again, — a promise  he  faithfully  kept.  “ Why,  breth- 
ren,” said  he,  “ if  I should  preach  there  again  those  walls 
would  all  be  hung  with  images !”  The  church  members 
who  attended  the  exhibition  afterwards  made  confession, 
and  both  the  Union  association,  with  which  the  church 
was  connected,  and  the  Northern  Associated  presbytery,  of 
which  Mr.  Garvin  was  a member  (both  of  which  bodies 
were  convened  to  consider  the  case),  voted  that  the  con- 
fession was  as  full  as  the  gospel  requires,  and  the  church 
also  voted  satisfaction.  But  Mr.  Garvin  declared  that  no 
acknowledgment  would  ever  satisfy  him,  and  he  persisted 
in  his  request  to  be  dismissed  from  the  church.  The  result 
was  the  pastoral  relation  which  had  existed  so  long  and 
so  happily  was  dissolved  by  the  Northern  Associated  pres- 
bytery, and  Mr.  Garvin  withdrew"  from  the  church,  taking 
a large  number  of  the  members,  probably  over  one-half, 
with  him.  It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  there  were 
other  and  more  private  grievances  which  influenced  those 
members  in  their  final  decision  to  separate  from  their  breth- 
ren who  remained.  They  first  united  with  the  church  at 
Otego,  and  subsequently  had  an  organization  here,  Mr.  Gar- 
vin still  preaching  for  them.  Then  ensued  times  of  great 
wrath  and  bitterness  on  both  sides,  varied  by  many,  yet  un- 
successful, attempts  at  reconciliation.  Finally,  after  three 
years,  the  council,  by  advice  of  the  Otsego  presbytery, 
commenced  a process  of  discipline  with  the  withdrawn 
members  on  the  charge  of  breach  of  covenant.  It  was 
continued  for  over  two  years,  during  which  time  forty-four 
were  excommunicated,  some  of  whom  again  returned  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  church  ; others  joined  sister  churches,  and 
still  others  united  with  the  Episcopal  church  of  this  place, 
which  was  organized  about  eight  years  afterwards.  In  1825, 
Mr.  Garvin  was  suspended  from  the  ministry  by  the  North- 
ern Associated  presbytery  for  promoting  schism,  and  he 
finally  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

I have  thus  barely  touched  upon  a trouble  that  sorely 
distracted  and  divided  the  church  for  many  dismal  years. 

^ I have  done  so,  not  to  tear  open  a grievous  wound  long  ago 
healed,  but  simply  for  the  purposes  of  history.  It  is  easy 
to  see,  after  the  lapse  of  over  half  a century,  that  neither 
side  could  lay  claim  to  exemption  from  all  blame,  and  it  has 
never  ceased  to  be  a matter  of  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God  that  the  spirit  of  Christian  toleration  and  reconciliation 
finally  prevailed,  and  the  church  was  permitted  to  resume  ! 
her  over-afterwards  united  and  prosperous  career. 

Soon  after  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Garvin  the  polity  of  the 
church,  which  hitherto  had  been  purely  Congregational,  was 
modified,  taking  on  some  of  the  forms  of  Presbyterianism. 

In  lt>21  a committe  ot  nine  was  chosen  for  twelve  months,  I 
under  the  name  of  a “ ruling  committee.”  In  1822  the  I 


church  voted,  whilst  retaining  the  old  name,  to  “ govern 
themselves  for  three  years  by  a committee  who  may  be 
styled  ruling  elders , which  committee  shall  consist  of  six 
brethren.” 

The  duties  of  this  committee  were  essentially  the  same 
as  those  of  ruling  elders  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  with 
two  exceptions  : persons  were  admitted  to  membership  by  a 
vote  of  the  church,  and  any  person  who  declared  himself  a 
Congregationalist,  in  case  of  discipline,  might  be  tried  by 
the  church  instead  of  the  session.  In  the  same  year  the 
church,  which  in  1811  had  transferred  its  ecclesiastical  re- 
lationship from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Union  association, 
again  transferred  itself,  uniting  with  the  presbytery  of 
Otsego,  on*  what  was  known  as  the  accommodation  plan. 
From  this  time,  for  many  years,  the  committee  were  called 
the  session,  and  by  vote  of  the  church  transacted  their 
business  according  to  the  Presbyteriau  directory,  with  the 
two  exceptions  just  noted. 

After  Mr.  Garvin’s  dismission,  the  church  was  without 
a settled  pastor  for  more  than  two  years  until  January  30, 
1823,  when  Rev.  Horace  P.  Bogue  was  installed,  and  re- 
mained until  January  10,  1830,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  George  Spaulding.  Mr.  Spaulding  remained  until 
1832,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  Chauncey  E.  Goodrich, 
who  continued  in  the  pastoral  office  until  1834,  when  he 
resigned  to  become  the  chaplaiu  of  the  insane  asylum  at 
Utica.  The  Rev.  Calvin  Waterbury  was  the  next  pastor, 
and  remained  until  1840.  It  was  duriug  his  pastorate  that 
the  present  academy  building  was  erected,  and  not  the 
least  of  his  many  good  works  here  was  the  very  prominent 
part  which  he  took  in  that  important  enterprise.  Mr. 
Waterbury  was  followed  by  Rev.  Jefferson  Wynkoop.  who 
remained  until  1846.  The  next  was  Rev.  T.  T.  Bradford, 
from  1846  to  1849.  During  the  summer  of  1850  the 
pulpit  was  supplied  with  much  acceptance  by  the  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Cope,  of  Gilbertsville. 

In  November  of  1850  commenced  the  ever-memorable 
ministrations  of  Rev.  Wm.  T.  Doubleday,  which  were  con- 
tinued for  ten  years,  and  were  then  only  terminated  by  his 
increasing  ill  health.  In  1853  the  organ  was  purchased, 
and  placed  in  its  present  position,  by  the  generosity  of  a 
few  friends.  The  same  year  the  house  was  remodeled 
within,  and  made  much  more  comfortable  and  attractive. 
In  1855  the  society  purchased  the  present  parsonage. — one 
of  the  most  commodious  and  attractive  places  of  residence 
in  the  village.  The  first  parsonage  still  remains,  being  the 
little  brown  house  just  above  the  residence  of  Mr.  Hesiop. 
The  second  parsonage  was  the  house  in  which  Lewis  Bry- 
ant, Esq.,  now  resides. 

The  pastorate  of  Mr.  Doubleday  was  an  important  era  in 
the  history  of  the  church.  lie  succeeded  in  bringing  hun- 
dreds within  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  is  remembered  with  feel- 
ings of  reverence  by  the  church  people  and  the  inhabitants 
! generally,  by  whom  he  was  universally  esteemed. 

In  the  autumn  of  I860,  the  Rev.  Samuel  .1.  White  <.  m- 
menccd  his  very  able  ministrations  among  the  people,  an  i 
continued  them  for  a period  of  eight  years.  Dr.  bite 
i was  succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Livingston,  who  came  in 
1868,  and  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1870. 

1 In  September,  1871,  the  present  efficient  pastor,  Rev.* 
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S.  II.  Moon  , assumed  control  of  the  church.  In  1872 
the  church  wu.s  changed  to  the  “ First  Presbyterian  church 
of  Gilbcrtsville,”  and  the  following  chosen  as  elders,  viz., 
Isaac  Blore,  Enos  S.  Halbert,  Daniel  S.  Musson,  Rufus 
Eggleston,  Henry  N.  Coe,  and  Thos.  K.  Cope.  These 
were  afterwards  duly  ordained  to  the  office  of  ruling  elders, 
and  continue  to  serve  as  such,  being  re-elected  as  often  as 
their  term  expires.  The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous 
condition,  its  membership  numbering  240  souls. 

THE  BAFTIST  CHURCH  OF  BUTTERNUTS, 

located  at  Gilbcrtsville,  was  organized  Oct.  15,  1806,  at  a 
school-house  on  Gregory  Hill,  in  the  town  of  Butternuts, 
by  a council  consisting  of  delegates  from  the  following 
churches  : Third  church,  Burlington,  Elder  Joseph  Phelps ; 
First  church,  Norwich,  Elders  Simeon  Camp  and  Benj. 
Pearce  ; First  church,  Butternuts,  Elders  Zacheus  Tobey, 
Zora  Tobey,  Nathan  Johnson,  Win.  Hitchcock;  Second 
church,  Butternuts,  Elder  Ashbel  Holcomb  and  Brethren 
Benjamin  Tanner,  Jason  Lee,  John  Hatch,  James  Saxton  ; 
Oxford  church,  Elder  Orange  Spencer,  Deacons  Philemon 
Lee  and  Eliab  Ford  ; Franklin  church,  Abijah  Seely,  Dan- 
iel Buckley,  Elisha  Lathrop.  The  first  officers  were  as  fol- 
lows : Walter  L.  Patchen,  deacon  ; Joseph  Beckwith,  clerk  ; 
Moderator,  Elder  Simeon  Camp ; Clerk,  Joseph  Phelps. 
Elder  Holcomb  and  others  supplied  the  church  until  Elder 
Samuel  Wakefield  settled  in  the  town  and  became  first  pas- 
tor of  said  church  in  the  year  1809. 

The  first  members  were  Geo.  Patchen,  Janies  Myrick, 
Nathan  Gregory,  Walter  Patchen,  Isaac  Adams,  Silas  Nash, 
Joseph  Beckwith,  Anna  Morehouse,  Esther  Myrick,  Polly 
Bedient,  Mary  Bcdient,  Elizabeth  Patchen,  Dimmis  Adams. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1832,  at  a cost 
of  §1500.  Size,  40  by  60  feet.  Professor  Sears,  of  Ham- 
ilton theological  seminary,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors  from 
the  organization  to  the  present  time,  embracing  a period  of 
seventy-one  years  : Elder  Samuel  Wakefield,  sixteen  years  ; 
Elder  Joseph  Wright,  three  years  ; Elder  David  Crane,  one 
year;  supplies  from  Hamilton  theological  seminary,  two 
years  ; Elder  Wm.  T.  Boyington,  six  years  ; Elder  Charles 
Fox,  one  year;  Geo.  C.  Walker  (ordained  here),  one  vear ; 
Elder  Truman  A.  Judd,  six  years ; Elder  J.  N.  Adams,  eight 
yeai-s  ; Elder  F.  O.  A.  Spinning,  six  years;  Elder  Jesse 
Evans,  five  years ; Elder  Charles  Ayre,  two  years  ; Elder 
D.  B.  Jutton,  about  two  years;  Elder  S.  C.  Moore,  two 
years  ; Elder  E.  Ilobroyd,  two  years. 

.The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  F.  P.  Sutherland,  who  has 
officiated  for  this  church  about  two  years. 

The  church  edifice  mentioned  above  was  enlarged  and 
improved  in  1866.  The  exterior  was  beautified  by  the 
erection  of  a new  steeple,  while  the  interior  was  improved 
by  th  e addition  of  a new  desk  and  new  furniture.  The  seats 
were  cushioned,  aisles  carpeted,  a bell  hung  in  the  tower, 
tin'  whole  at  a cost  of  ©5000,  which  ‘Sum  was  paid  at  the 
dedication  of  the  church.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
Elder  Evans,  a former  pastor. 

Previously  to  these  repairs,  a lecture-room  was  built  in 
connection  with  the  house.  In  the  month  of  June,  1875, 
this  holy  and  beautiful  house,  where  their  fathers  had  wor- 


j shiped,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  work  of  an  incendiary, 
j A movement  was  soon  after  started  for  the  erection  of  a new 
church  building,  and  in  March,  1876,  the  present  neat  and 
substantial  church  edifice  was  dedicated.  It  is  a brick 
structure,  40  by  80  feet  in  size,  divided  in  porch,  audience- 
anil  lecture-room,  finished  in  chestnut  and  black  walnut  in 
a neat  and  tasty  manner.  It  was  erected  at  a cost  of  §10,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Deacons,  R.  S.  Mus- 
son, William  Musson,  and  Wm.  M.  Newman  ; Clerk,  John 
Watkins;  Treasurer,  Benj.  B.  Musson.  The  church  is 
now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a membership  of 
220. 

CHRIST  CHURCH. 

Christ  church,  located  at  Gilbcrtsville,  was  organized  in 
about  the  year  1833.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Judd.  The  records  of  this  church  are  so  scanty  as  to  ren- 
der it  impossible  to  give  a detailed  history.  It  has  passed 
through  the  intervening  years  with  moderate  success.  Early 
in  1877  it  was  formally  placed  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Ho- 
bart Cooke,  rector  of  Zion  church,  Morris,  by  its  vestry, 
and  is  now  giving  considerable  promise  of  renewed  life, 
activity,  and  growth.  There  is  a fine  church  edifice,  which 
was  erected  in  about  the  year  1S34,  and  a good  rectory 
connected  with  it. 

THE  FIRST  M.  E.  CHURCH,  OF  GILBERTSVILLE, 

was  organized  Nov.  2S,  1831,  by  Thomas  Strongtham, 
Joseph  Cunningham,  Cyrenus  Woodwoth,  and  Walter 
Bedient.  The  first  trustees  were  Walter  Bcdient.  Joseph 
Cunningham,  Francis  Walker,  Cyrenus  Woodwoth.  Wm. 
Tucker,  Humphrey  Hollis,  Fisk  Burlingame.  The  first 
minister  was  Wm.  Bowdish.  The  first  church  building 
was  erected  1832.  Size,  40  by  50  feet.  It  was  dedicated 
Dec.  29,  1832.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  church 
the  services  were  held  in  the  school-house  and  shop  of 
Joseph  Cunningham.  Present  officers:  Trustees — Janies 
K.  Briggs,  Daniel  E.  Barrett,  Richard  Turner.  E.  B.  Kel- 
logg, Wm.  Beals,  A.  D.  Jackson,  D.  K.  Bedient,  Johu  A. 
Bedient,  D.  O.  Hartwell;  present  minister,  Rev.  B.  B. 
Carruth.  Number  of  present  membership,  about  150. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1862,  and  twelve  feet  added  to 
the  length,  and  also  a steeple. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865  Butternuts  had  26,008  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  §1.077,005.  There  were 
29S9  acres  plowed ; in  pasture,  14,612 ; in  meadow, 
7655  ; tons  of  hay,  7522  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat  har- 
vested, 633  ; bushels  of  winter  wheat,  734  ; bushels  of 
oats,  17,933;  winter  rye,  786;  bushels  of  barley,  184; 
bushels  of  buckwheat,  2990  ; Indian  corn,  1 3,826  ; bushels 
of  potatoes,  18.227  ; bushels  of  peas,  23;  bushels  of  beans, 
90;  bushels  of  turnips,  1473;  pounds  of  hops,  31.984; 
bushels  of  apples,  38,217  ; barrels  of  cider,  717  : pounds 
of  maple  sugar,  17,742  ; gallons  of  maple  molasses.  5981  ; 
pounds  of  butter,  221, S15  ; pounds  of  cheese,  169,785. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  2971  ; 
in  pasture,  13.S94;  acres  mown,  7424;  hay  produced, 
j 9350  tons;  bushels  of  barley  produced.  172;  buckwheat, 
I 3705;  corn,  11,118;  oats,  47,026;  rye,  641;  spring 
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JARED  COMSTOCK. 


MRS.  JARED  COMSTOCK. 


JARED  COMSTOCK. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  New  London, 
Conn.,  Feb.  20,  1792.  He  was  reared  upon  a farm.  His 
father,  Jared  Comstock,  was  a representative  man  in  his  town, 
and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years, 
and  was  also  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  Young  Jared  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  the  common  schools  afforded. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  decided  to  seek 
a home  farther  west.  In  the  fall  of  1813  he  went  to 
Sherburne,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  teach  the  village  school.  He  had  previously 
taught  three  terms  in  his  native  town. 

In  April,  1S1  1,  he  came  to  Otsego  County,  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Tffe  first  few  years  of  his  life  here  were  spent  as  clerk 
in  Bennett’s  store.  He  then  purchased  the  clothing 
works  of  Nathaniel  B.  Bennett,  and  engaged  in  carding 
and  cloth  dressing.  He  followed  this  business  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  a retired 
life,  devoting  a portion  of  his  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. 

Feb.  9,  1829,  ho  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Shaw.  They  were  not  blessed  with  children.  Mr.  and 

fin-  t.li irt  v-ti vo  wars 


She  died  June  24,  1864,  mourned  by  a large  circle  of 
friends,  who  had  learned  to  love  her  for  her  many 
Christian  virtues,  and  her  memory  is  fondly  cherished 
by  her  widowed  husband.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Congregational  church  of  Butternuts,  and  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Ladies’  Sewing  society,  which  was  instituted 
to  aid  in  supporting  the  Home  of  the  Friendless  at  New 
York.  Mr.  Comstock  united  with  the  Congregational 
church  in  January,  1817,  and  has  ever  since  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  cause  of  his  Master.  He  was  in- 
strumental in  organizing  the  first  Sunday-school  in  But- 
ternuts, and  drafted  the  articles  of  agreement  for  the 
same.  Miss  Williams  and  himself  were  the  first  teachers. 
He  h:ts  been  clerk  of  the  church  twenty-five  years,  and 
has  done  much  to  foster  church  and  educational  interests. 
He  can  truly  say  that  life  has  been  a success  with  him. 
He  has  been  a constant  subscriber  of  the  Aetc  York 
Evangelist  since  its  first  publication,  nearly  fifty  years. 

He  has  lived  in  his  present  residence  since  January, 
1829,  which  was  built  by  himself.  Mr.  Comstock  1...- 
been  a Republican  since  the  organization  of  the  party. 

To  sucli  men  belong  the  honor  of  our  fine  church 
edifices,  the  establishment  of  schools,  and  the  present 
state  of  society. 
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wheat,  272  ; winter  wheat,  18G7 ; beans,  30  ; hops,  11,175 
pounds;  potatoes,  27,901;  barrels  of  cider,  063;  maple 
sugar,  391  pounds;  value  of  poultry  sold,  §1391  ; eggs, 
§20.63;  pounds  of  butter  made,  253,610;  cheese,  114,- 
137  ; number  of  sheep  shorn,  1859 ; weight  of  clip, 
7624  ; pork  made  on  farms,  141,710  pounds. 

Area. — Butternuts  has  an  area  of  32,489  acres,  and  its 
assessed  valuation  is  §606,850,  and  its  equalized  valuation 
is  §679,576. 

POPULATION. 
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MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  enlisted  from  this  town  during  the  late 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  as  compiled  by  Charles  Myrick  in 
1865 : 

Orlando  Brown,  enl.  in  the  51st  Regt.,  Sept.  30, 1S61 ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  and 
Newbern;  dis.  in  18G2. 

Solomon  H.  Cone,  enl,  in  the  51st  Regt.,  Sept.  30, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
and  Newbern  ; dis.  in  18G2. 

The  record  of  the  following  five  men  is  the  same  as  that  of  Brown  and  Cone, 
mentioned  above:  Erasmus  Donaldson,  Dewitt  C.  Gray,  Geurge  Hickoek, 
John  S.  Kellogg,  and  J.  W.  Smith. 

William  H.  Van  Dusen,  enl.  in  Co.  E.  2d  II.  Art.,  Nov.  11,  1863;  in  battles  of 
Bull  Run,  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  and  Deep  Bottom. 

William  Alsop,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  18G1  ; in  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Cedar  Creek,  Spottsylvania,  and  Odd  Harbor;  dis.  in  1SG4. 

Orlando  W.  Briggs,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1SG1 ; in  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Spottsylvania  Court-House,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg, Deep  Bottom,  Reams’  Station,  and  Richmond;  re-enl.  in  2d  Art.,  Nov. 
11,  18G3. 

Lewis  Bryant,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Spott- 
sylvania, North  Anna  River,  Tolopotomy  Creek,  and  Cold  Harbor;  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  Andersonville;  dis.  Jan.  20,  I860. 

Gilbert  Birdsall,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1SG1 ; discharged. 

Audrew'  Birdsall,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1SG1 ; in  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy  Creek,  Cold  Har- 
bor, and  Petersburg;  wounded  at  Deep  Bottom;  dis.  in  1864. 

William  II.  Bushncll,  1st  lieut,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  re-enl. 
in  1863 ; in  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Spottsylvauia  Court-House,  North  Anna, 
Tolopotomy  Creek,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  aud  Deep  Bottom ; resigned 
in  18W. 

James  Connafurd,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  2, 1861 ; re-enl.  Nov.  11, 
18G3;  in  battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  Si'ottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Milford 
Station,  Tolopotomy  Creek,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Deep  Bottom; 
taken  prisoner  at  Reams*  Station  ; dis.  in  1S65. 

Isaac  P.  Clark,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861 ; re-enl.  Nov.  11, 
1863;  in  battles  of  Yorktown,  Mechanicsville,  Hatcher’s  Run,  and  Peters- 
burg. 

Henry  L.  Clark,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1861 ; re-enl.  Nov.  11,  1863;  in 
battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  and 
Cold  Harbor;  killed  at  Petersburg,  June  16,  1861. 

S.  Donaldson,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1861 ; in  battles  of  second  Bull 
Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  Strawberry 
Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Reams*  Station ; dis.  in  1864. 

William  Ellis,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  11,  1861  ; re-enl.  Nov.  11, 1863;  in 
battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy  Creek, 
and  Cold  Harbor;  taken  prisoner,  and  died  in  Andersonville. 

John  B.  Gilbert,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861 ; re-enl.  Nov.  7,  1863;  in 
battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  Spottsyl vania.  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  Petersburg;  wounded  at  Hatcher's  Run. 

J.  A.  Halbert,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  in  battles  of  second  Bull 
Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Deep  Bottom,  and  Reams’  Station. 

Jumc-a  K.  Hastings,  s«-rgt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  re-enl.;  in 
battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anno,  Tolopotomy,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  Petersburg;  wounded. 

Edwin  Heslop,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  in  battle  of  second  Bull 
Run;  died. 

Charles  A.  Hurlhert,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  L"61 ; re-enl.  inl8G3; 
in  several  battles;  taken  prisoner;  dis  in  1864. 

Frederick  A.  Howard, 2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Ait.,  Sept.  20,  1861  ; in  battles 
of  second  Bull  Run,  Spottsylvuniu,  North  Anna,  and  Tuloi»otoiuy  ; mortally 
wounded  at  Tol»»i>otomy. 


Charles  Johnson,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1801 ; taken  prisoner  at  secoul 
Bull  Run;  died  Nov.  12,  1862. 

E.  B.  Luce,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E.  2d  Art.,  Sept.  20,1861 ; in  battles  of  second  Bull 
Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolojiotomy,  Cold  Harbor,  Pctont#urg, 
Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Reams’  Station;  taken  prisoner  and 
paroled. 

Arnaca  C.  Myrick,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art,  Sept.  20,  1861  ; in  battles  of 
second  Bull  Run,  Spottsyl  vania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  (.’old  II  trU>r, 
Petersburg,  Strawberry  Plains,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Roams’  Station;  taken 
prisoner;  parjled  Dec.  15,  1864;  re-enlisted. 

Edwin  Morgson,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861 ; in  battles  of 
Bull  Run,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  and  Cold  Harbor; 
wounded  in  hand  in  front  of  Petersburg;  dis.  Oct.  15, 1804. 

Henry  Oliver,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20, 1861 ; took  part  in  most  of 
the  battles  of  the  Potomac  campaign;  re-enlisted. 

Willie  Rea,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,1861,  in  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  and  Tolopotomy;  wounded  at  Cold  Harter; 
dis.  Oct.  2,  1861. 

Samuel  Rodiuond,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1SC1  ; taken  sick,  and 
dis.  June  7,  1862. 

James  W.  Shaw,  enl.  in  0>.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  sick,  and  dis.  1"CA 

Charles  B.  Tilson,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861 ; dis.  spring  1>64. 

Wilson  Wakefield,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1861;  in  most  of  the 
battles  of  the  campaign  ; re-enlisted. 

Edwin  W.  Wadsworth,  enl.  in^  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Nov.  1863 ; in  most  of  the 
battles  of  the  Potomac;  re-enlisted. 

Henry  G.  Smith,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  44th  Inf.,  Aug.  1861 ; was  in  second 
Bull  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  at  Lee's  surrender;  dis.  I860. 

Ferdinand  Shaw,  capt.,  enl.  in  12th  N.  Y.  Battery,  Sept.  20, 1861  ; in  battles  of 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvauia,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Rich- 
mond ; re-enlisted. 

De  Witt  Caldwell,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  20,  1SG1 ; in  battles  of 
§econd  Bull  Rud,  Wilderness,  and  Spottsylvania,  and  Cold  Harbor;  taken 
prisoner,  and  died  at  Andersonville,  Aug.  1864. 

Jesse  Clinton,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  iu  Co.  E,  89th  Iuf.,  Sept.  23, 1861 ; promoted  to 
capt.,  1865;  in  several  battles. 

William  T.  Clinton,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  89th  Inf.,  Sept.  23,  1861  ; in  several  battles ; 
dis.  Oct.  1865. 

Henry  Hamiuon,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  S9th  Inf.,  Sept.  23,  1861;  taken  sick  aud  dis. 

John  Webb,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  89th  Inf.,  Sept.  23,  1861;  iu  most  of  the  battles  of  the 
Potomac;  dis.  1864. 

Henry  Halbert,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  43d  Rifles,  Aug.  20,1861 ; in  battles  of  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Antietam,  Fredericks- 
burg, and  Wilderness;  taken  prisoner;  dis.  July,  1S65. 

George  Butler,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Sept.  23, 1861 ; killed  at  Cold  Harbor. 

Albert  Shaw,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  20th  Inf.,  Sept.  20, 1SC1  ; wounded  in  hip ; re-enl. 

Lloyd  S.  Shaw,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  7,  1862 ; served  in  33  battles; 
dis.  Aug.  7, 186.).  * 

Benjamin  F.  Franklin,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7, 1862 ; served  four 
months;  taken  sick,  and  died  at  White  Oak  hospital,  Jan.  1,  1803. 

Johnson  T.  Geuson.  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1862;  in  Potomac  2am- 
paign  ; dis.  July,  1865. 

Francis  Gorton,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1S62  ; in  battles  of 
Salem  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg,  Rappahannock  Station.  Wil- 
derness; wounded;  dis.  Sept.  1864. 

Fletcher  Webb,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  7,1862  ; killed  at  Salem  Heights. 

George  W.  Wallis,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  7,  1SG2 ; in  23  battles  and  at 
Lee’s  surrender;  dis.  July,  1S65. 

Edwiu  D.  Webster,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  7,  1862 ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness and  several  others ; wounded  at  Cold  Harbor;  dis.  May  29, 1^65. 

Julius  Severn,  eul.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  in  battle  of  Compton  Gap  : 
lost  his  speech  ; sent  to  hospital  and  transferred  to  Invalid  Corp-  : dis. 

George  Dixon,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  iu  battle  of  Compton 
Heights;  Liken  sick  and  dis. 

Henry  T.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  orderly  sergt.;  in  12 
battles ; dis.  1S05. 

George  Hastings,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  killed  at  Salem  Heights 
May  3,  1863. 

Charles  H.  Snow,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12lst  Inf.,  Aug.  7,1862;  wounded  at  SaL  m 
Heights ; died  at  hospital,  May  8,  1863. 

Albert  Turkey,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  Ct-lar 
Creek ; dis.  1S65. 

Clark  II.  Vancory,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  1S62  ; took  part  iu  most 
of  the  Putumac  battles  ; dis.  June,  1865. 

George  A.  Sheffield,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12 1st  Inf,  Aug.  1862;  in  most  of  the  Potomac 
battles;  dis.  Aug.  24,  1365. 

Win.  Murry,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12lst  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  in  the  Potomac  campaign  ; 
dis.  Aug.  24.  1*65. 

Jay  Baneolf,  enl.  iu  (’o.  K,  121st  Inf,  Aug.  1802;  killed  in  Shenandoah  > • ' y, 
at  battle  of  Winchester. 

Andrew  Cowen,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf,  Aug.  1862 ; wounded  at  Salem  v ha|\  i 

Alonzo  Lamb,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  121st  Inf,  Aug.  1362;  deserted. 

Demetrius  Garlick,  enl.  in  Co.  1\,  121st  Inf,  Aug.  1862;  in  hospital. 

James  Cassady,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  121  st  Inf,  Aug.  1862;  in  battles  of  Pototn.w  ; Ba- 
in I860. 

Edward  C.  Gilbert,  lieut. -col.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  102d  Inf;  in  battles  of  Laund  H’.\ 
Mine  Run,  To!oi>ot'»iny,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg. 
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Willard  A.  Muuon,  enl.  in  51st  Rogt^  Sept.  1801;  in  battles  of  Roanoke  and 
Newborn;  <1  its.  in  Aug.  1862;  re-enlisted  as  2d  lieut. ; killed  at  the  Iwittleof 
Burgess,  Oct.  28,  1865. 

Tnaao  W.  Clinton,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  dis.  in  Jan.  1863. 

Jesse  Simpson,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness; wounded  and  discharged. 

Francis  M.  Tieion,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  and  Petersburg*;  wounded  at  Reams*  Station  ; 
dis.  in  July,  1865. 

James  G.  Patterson,  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf,  Sept.  18G2. 

Chauncy  Wetmore,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

Albert  Bryant,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  in  battles  of  Potomac  cam- 
paign ; wounded  at  Petei^burg,  and  died  in  hospital. 

Levi  Lampere,  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  152d  Iuf.,  Sept.  1862;  served  his  term  out,  and 
dis.  July  20,  1865. 

Thomas  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  4,  1862;  slightly  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania  ; dis.  July,  1865. 

Elisha  E.  Burgess,  en I.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862  ; wounded  in  battle  of 
Wilderness,  and  was  missing. 

Francis  D.  Butler,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  promoted  to  cap!.; 
dis.  July,  1865. 

Wm.  Henry  Beardsley,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152J  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

John  H.  Silvey,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62  ; dis.  July,  1865. 

Wm.  C.  Hickok,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Spottsyl vania,  North  Anna,  Deep  Bottom,  Petersburg,  and  Reams’  Station, 
and  at  Lee’s  surrender  ; dis.  July,  1865. 

Joshua  Slade,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  served  term  out ; dis.  1865. 

Wm.  E.  Stebbins,  serg.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

Richard  Severn,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

John  Boney,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  died  in  prison,  Sept.  28,  1864. 

George  Davis,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Oct.  1862  ; mortally  wounded  at  Cold  Har- 
bor; died  in  hospital. 

Samuel  A.  Sibrig,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Oct  1802  ; in  Potomac  campaign. 

John  H.  Goodell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862  ; died  Aug.  1863. 

Henry  Gregory,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862 : dis.  in  July,  1863. 

Charles  G.  Thompson,  eul.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862 ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness, Hatcher’s  Run,Brigg’s  Farm,  and  Petersburg,  and  at  Lee’s  surrender. 

James  R.  Thayer,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  dis.  Jan.  1863. 

Gilbert  S.  Mallory,  1st  sergt.,  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  in  battles 
of  Wilderness,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Petersburg,  and  Lee’s  surrender ; dis.  July, 
1865. 

Jacob  II.  Willis,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862  ; wounded  in  battle  of  Wil- 
derness; dis.  Feb.  1865. 

Richard  M.  Cleveland,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

John  T.  Hasting,  serg.-maj.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  dis.  July,  1865. 

Lewis  G.  Murry,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  152d  Inf,  Sept.  1862 ; dis.  July,  1865. 

Ira  E.  Carpenter,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62;  dis.  July,  1865. 

George  Foster,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62;  iu  most  of  the  campaign  ; 
taken  prisoner  and  discharged. 

Samuel  Moulton,  eul.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862 ; dis.  Dec.  31,  1863. 

Joseph  W.  Ilertop,  segt.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1869  ; iu  battles  of  Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harlxir,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bot- 
tom, Reams’  Station,  and  at  Lee’s  surrender;  dis.  1865. 

Charles  A.  Stebbin9,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania;  died  of  bis  wounds. 

Frederick  Gass,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  in  battles  of  Cold  Harbor, 
Deep  Bottom,  Reams’  Station,  second  Petersburg,  Richmond,  and  at  Lee’s 
surrender. 

Gilbert  Miller,  enl.  in  Co.  G,lf»2d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62. 

George  N.  Goodrich,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862. 

Henry  W.  Peters,  onl.  iu  Co.  G,l52d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  in  all  of  the  battles  of  the 
campaign  ; dis.  1865. 

Judson  K.  Davis,  eul.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1S62;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
North  and  South  Alma,  Spottsylvania,  Clover  Hill,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Deep  Bottom,  Hatcher's  Run,  Burgess  Farm,  and  at  Lee’s  surrender. 

Henry  Newton,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1*0*2;  died  Dec.  1862. 

Ethan  Stevens,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862  ; Liken  prisoner  and  died  at 
Amlereonville. 

Henry  W.  Hastings,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Inf.,  Sept.  1862;  died  in  1863. 

Iru  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  V.  Art.,  Dec.  1863;  dis.  1864. 

Lucius  T,  Bushmill,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1863 ; in  several  battles 
and  at  Lee's  surrender. 

George  A.  Cox,  enl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1863;  in  battle  of  Mine  Run  ; dis. 
June  17, 1865. 

Wm.  Hoag,  enl.  iu  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dim:.  1SG3;  in  several  battles  ; dis.  Nov.  1864. 

George  Austin, enl.  in  -.1  N.  V.  Art.,  Dec.  186*3;  in  battles  of  Pine  Forest,  North 
Anna,  Swift  Run  ; wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  June,  1864. 

Theodore  A.  Musson,  enl.  in  2-1  N.  V.  Art.,  Dec.  1863;  in  l»att!**s  of  Sj*>ttsyl- 
vaniu.  Wilderness,  and  North  Anna;  wound- -l  at  (’old  llarbor;  «li-*.  iso.'*. 

Isbnuu  l Julies,  enl.  iu  2-1  N.  Y Art.,  Doc.  1*63;  dis.  April,  l.sol. 

Augustus  S.  Green,  eul.  in  2d  N,  Y.  Art.,  Doc.  1863;  wuimded  at  Spottsylvania; 
dis.  1864. 

Franklin  II.  Davis,  enl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  18G3. 

Anthony  Stewart,  eul.  Dec.  19,  1863. 

The  following  have  no  record  given  : 

Reuben  South  worth,  enl.  Jan.  1S64. 


Wm.  Southworth,  enl.  Jan.  1864. 

Francis  Lewis,  enl.  Feb.  1804. 

James  Brown,  eul.  Feb.  1*64. 

Clarence  Fisher,  enl.  Feb.  1804. 

James  FUher,  enl.  Feb.  1804. 

George  Warren,  enl.  Fel*.  1*64. 

Henry  Cliob,  enl.  Feb.  18i4. 

John  L.  Fox,  enl.  Feb.  18G4. 

Daniel  P.  Riglcy,  enl.  Feb.  1804. 

Samuel  Ilenimingway. 

George  W.  llanse. 

Wm.  E.  Bor-lun,  enLAug.  1804. 

Joseph  W.  Fauset,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Orrin  Sliernmn,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Verral  Gates,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

Erastus  M.  Olds,  enl.  Srpt.  1864. 

Henry  Moulton,  enl.  Sept.  1S64. 

Jackson  Davis,  enl.  Sept.  18G4. 

James  Z.  Sharts,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

Sherwood  A.  Lee,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

Elan  Cutshaw,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Miles  Beadle,  enJ.  Sept.  1863. 

George  Parsons,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Wm.  0.  Bonner,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Elias  Pettis,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Calvin  Croeley,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Wm.  Northrop,  enl.  Sept.  1804. 

Thomas  Graham,  enl.  Sept.  180-4. 

John  Tate,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

Eros  Mose,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

C.  Doming,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

Henry  Tiffany,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

T.  Gruffin,  enl.  Sept.  1864. 

John  Edwards,  enl.  in  l*2lst  Inf.,  Aug.  1S62. 

Frank  Babcock,  enl.  in  185th  Inf.,  Sept.  1864. 

Marvin  Pope,  enl.  in  117th  Inf.,  Aug.  1862. 

Charles  Lampere,  enl.  in  114th  Inf.,  Aug.  1862. 

Bryant  Lewis. 

James  Atkins,  enl.  in  95th  Inf.,  Aug.  1861. 

Wm.  Carpenter,  Robert  Carpenter,  John  Marsh,  Robert  Rufus,  Porter  Walker, 
Alexander  Davis,  Allen  Melson,  John  Adams,  Oscar  Robertson,  Henry 
Turner,  Westley  llanse,  Willis  Stone,  Robert  lliggins,  Alexander  Ander- 
son, Isaac  Richardson,  Levi  Jones,  Marshal  Kelly,  David  Miller,  George 
Washington,  Julin  Williams,  Anderson  Bradley,  Stephen  Willis,  Eros  Jack- 
son,  Charles  Kieson,  Henry  Birds  all,  Thomas  Hill,  Elias  Fisher,  Archer 
Allen,  Griffin  Parker,  George  Williams,  Peter  Willis,  Willis  Lindsley, 
Joseph  Brown. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


ELIHU  HAKES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn., 
Aug.  13,  1803.  lie  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Anna  Hakes. 


He  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  received  such  advantages 
only  for  an  education  as  the  common  schools  offered,  hut 
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which  was  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  teach  school,  which 
he  did  for  three  terms.  lie  commenced  life  for  himself 
when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  learned  the 
clothier’s  trade,  which  he  followed  successfully  for  several 
years  ; but  agriculture  being  more  to  his  taste,  he  decided  to 
make  that  his  avocation  for  life.  He  commenced  by  work- 
ing leased  land  in  his  native  State.  In  the  year  1842  he 
came  to  the  town  of  Butternuts,  Otsego  County,  and  pur- 
chased a farm  of  109  acres.  He  now  owns  upwards  of 
280  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Hakes  has  been  a very  successful 
farmer,  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his 
township. 

Sept.  14,  1828,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Leeds,  a 
native  of  the  town  of  Groton,  Conn.  Of  this  marriage 


were  born  six  children,  viz.,  Elihu,  resides  at  Rochester ; 
Mary  Ann,  died  when  she  was  sixteen  years  of  age  ; Alonzo 
L.  and  Henry  C.  are  farmers  in  the  town  of  Butternuts; 
Joshua  L.  and  John  M.  were  twins.  Joshua  died  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  John  M.  resides  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Hakes  has  been  a Republican  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
Hakes  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Gilbertsville. 


C II  A P T E R XXXI  V. 
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TOWN  OF  CHEEKY  VALLEY. 


Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — Revolutionary  An- 
nals— Incidents  of  the  Massacre — Early  Settlers — Initial  Events 
— The  First  Town-Meeting- — Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and 
Town  Clerks  from  1701  to  1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — Agricul- 
tural and  General  Statistics  of  1S63  and  IS75 — Area— Assessed 
and  Equalized  Valuation  of  Property — Population. 


This  town  was  organized  from  the  town  of  Canajoharie, 
Montgomery  county,  on  Fob.  Id,  1791,  more  than  half  a 
century  alter  the  first  settlement  was  made  within  its  bor- 
ders. It  retained  its  original  dimensions  until  1797,  when 
the  towns  ot  Middlefield,  Springfield,  and  Worcester  were 
set  oft,  and  it  was  still  further  reduced  in  area  by  the  erec- 
tion of  Roseboom,  in  1 N.~>4. 

Its  surface  is  generally  hilly;  Mount  Independence  at- 


tains an  elevation  of  about  2000  feet  above  tide,  and  is 
the  highest  summit  in  the  county.  The  waters  of  the  cen- 
tre and  south  part  flow  into  the  Susquehanna,  while  the 
northern  part  is  drained  by  tributaries  of  the  Mohawk. 
The  soil  is  fertile,  particularly  in  the  valleys,  where  are 
found  many  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county. 

The  pioneer  history  of  Cherry  Valley  is  related  in  detail 
in  the  general  history  of  this  work,  which  is  traced  from 
the  planting  of  civilization  by  John  Lindsley  in  1740. 
down  through  the  years  of  privation  and  hardship  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution.  The  record  of  that  era  is 
a history  of  pioneer  life,  with  its  attendant  privations  and 
inconveniences.  The  courageous  spirits  who  penetrated  the 
forest  and  were  carving  for  themselves  homes  and  rearing 
families  had  thus  far  been  unmolested  by  the  roaming 
savages.  It  was  a season  of  comparative  repose.  The 
grand  old  hills  were  picturesque  in  their  primeval  garb,  the 
soil  which  had  been  laid  bare  by  the  husbandman  was 
found  to  yield  an  abundance,  the  inhabitants  were  those  of 
sterling  character.  Christianity  was  a ruling  guide,  and 
the  little  settlement  of  Cherry  Valley  was  rapidly  advancing 
in  importance,  with  every  indication  of  an  exceedingly 
prosperous  future. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  and  the  unfortunate 
alliance  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  English  crown,  brought 
th is  dream  of  peace  to  a close,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
fatal  hour  of  the  massacre  was  a period  of  apprehensiou 
and  alarm.  The  savages,  who  had  heretofore  treated  the 
settlers  with  every  act  of  kindness,  now  began  to  show 
signs  of  distrust,  which  were  soon  developed  into  intense 
enmity  by  the  Johnsons  and  their  coterie  of  counselors. 

In  the  general  history  will  also  be  found  a description  of 
the  massacre,  the  mere  mention  of  which  sends  a thrill  of 
horror  through  one’s  frame,  when  is  called  to  mind  the 
butcheries  of  that  November  night. 

A more  pathetic  scene  can  scarcely  be  pictured  to  one's 
mind  than  the  survivors  of  Cherry  Valley  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  returning  to  their  old  homes,  from  which 
they  had  been  so  relentlessly  driven  by  the  Tories  and  their 
savage  allies.  But,  alas,  the  scene  that  met  their  throbbing 
hearts ! The  rude  church  wherein  they  had  offered  their 
devotions  to  Him  who  had  watched  over  them,  the  fort, 
the  dwellings,  and  every  vestige  of  civilization  had  been 
swept  away ; gardens  were  overgrown  by  briers  and  under- 
brush, and  thesmali  clearings,  which  their  industrious  hands 
had  assisted  in  reclaiming  from  the  forest,  were  assuming 
their  natural  state.  But  theirs  were  stout  hearts.  They 
were  in  all  respects  well  qualified  to  endure  the  hardships 
incident  to  pioneer  life,  and  not  much  time  elapsed  ere 
the  clearings  were  reclaimed,  cabins  were  built,  and  the 
frontier  settlement  again  began  to  exhibit  evidences  of  a 
civilized  and  progressive  state. 

In  1784,  when  a few  log  huts  comprised  the  embryo  vil- 
lage, it  was  visited  by  General  Washington.  General  Geo. 
Clinton,  and  numerous  other  celebrated  men,  who  came  to 
pay  their  respects  to  tltose  who  had  served  under  them  in 
the  recently-closed  struggle,  and  to  view  the  sccue  of  the 
barbarous  butchery.  1 lie  following  description  of  this  visit  is 
given  by  Judge  Campbell  in  the  annals  of  Trvon  county: 
“ Governor  Clinton  immediately  inquired  for  Robert  Shank- 
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land,  who  had  married  a distant  connection  of  his,  and  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted.  Before  introducing  him,  it  may 
be  well  to  give  some  account  of  this  brave  and  hardy  bor- 
derer. From  the  first  he  had  espoused  the  colonial  cause, 
and,  being  an  Irishman  by  birth,  maintained  it  with  the 
characteristic  warmth  of  his  countrymen.  He  lived  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  town,  but  while  the  garrison  was  kept 
he  came  almost  daily  to  inquire  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  at 
home  and  abroad.  He  was  accustomed  to  pass  by  the  farm 
of  Mr.  Conrad,  a townsman,  whom  he  found  always  en- 
gaged in  his  usual  farming  business.  Believing  that  a man 
could  not  be  a good  Whig  who  appeared  so  indifferent  to 
what  was  doing  in  the  country,  he  one  day  accosted  him. 
Armed,  as  was  his  custom,  with  a musket  and  a large 
basket-hilted  sword,  he  drew  up  before  him,  when  the  fol- 
lowing dialogue  was  held  : 

“ Mr.  Conrad,  are  you  a Whig  ?” 

“ Yes,  Mr.  Shankland,  I am  as  good  a Whig  as  you  are,” 
he  replied. 

“ And  why  don’t  you  arm  yourself  in  defense  of  your 
country  as  I do,  then  ?”  Throwing  up  his  musket  and  strik- 
ing his  hand  upon  his  sword,  he  marched  toward  the  fort, 
leaving  Mr.  Conrad  somewhat  surprised  at  this,  though  not 
unusual,  yet  scorching,  question.  Mr.  Courad  was  after- 
wards an  active  partisan  soldier. 

When  Cherry  Valley  was  destroyed,  the  home  of  Mr. 
Shankland,  by  reason  of  its  remoteness,  was  not  burned. 
He  fled,  however,  with  his  family  to  the  Mohawk  river.  The 
following  summer  he  returned  with  his  son  Thomas,  a lad 
about  fourteen  years  of  age.  They  were  awrakened  one 
morning  a little  before  daylight  by  a violent  pounding  at 
the  door,  with  a demand  of  admittance  made  in  broken 
English. 

Mr.  Shankland  arose,  and  taking  down  his  guns  directed 
his  son  to  load  them  as  fast  as  they  should  be  discharged 
by  him.  Upon  listening,  he  ascertained  that  the  demand 
was  made  by  Indians,  who  were  endeavoring  to  hew  down 
the  door  with  their  tomahawks.  With  a spear  in  his  hand 
he  now  carefully  unbarred  his  door  and  charged  upon  them. 
Surprised  by  this  unexpected  attack  they  fell  back.  One 
of  the  Indians,  whom  he  pursued  in  his  retreat,  fell  over  a 
log  which  lay  near  the  door,  and  into  which  he  stuck  his 
spear.  He  drew  it  back  suddenly,  when  the  blade  parted 
from  the  handle  and  remained  in  the  wood.  He  seized  the 
blade  in  his  hand  and  wrested  it  out,  and  then  retreated 
into  the  house.  Not  a gun  was  fired  nor  a tomahawk  thrown 
at  him  in  this  sortie.  The  Indians  now  commenced  firing 
through  the  door  and  in  the  windows,  which  was  returned 
by  Mr. "Shankland,  though  with  no  effect  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians,  and  with  little  on  his.  One  or  two  of  the  Indians 
were  slightly  wounded.  His  son,  who  was  frightened, 
made  his  escape  through  the  window  and  ran  toward  the 
woods.  He  was  discovered,  pursued,  and  taken.  "When  Mr. 
Shankland  learned  from  their  shouts  that  this  was  the  case, 
he  determined  to  sally  out  again  and  sell  his  life  as  dearly 
as  possible.  But,  upon  reflection,  fearing  it  might  endanger 
the  life  of  his  son,  whom  they  might  otherwise  save  alive, 
he  concluded  to  remain  and  defend  his  house  to  the  hist. 

The  Indians,  who  were  few  in  number,  finding  themselves 
unable  to  effect  an  entrance  iuto  the  house,  hit  upon  another 


method  of  attack.  They  gathered  combustible  materials, 
and  placing  them  at  a side  of  the  house  where  there  were 
no  windows,  and  where  they  could  not  be  annoyed  by  Mr. 
Shankland,  set  fire  to  them.  In  a few  minutes  the  whole  side 
of  the  house  w:is  enveloped  in  flames.  There  was  but  one  way 
of  escape.  He  had  sown  a field  of  hemp,  which  came  up 
to  his  house  on  one  side,  and  luckily  the  side  in  which  was 
the  cellar-door. 

The  prospect  of  a successful  defense  being  now  over,  he 
went  into  the  cellar,  and  having  gained  the  rocks  through 
the  hemp,  made  his  way  to  the  Mohawk  in  safety.  The 
Indians  waited  until  the  house  was  burned  down,  supposing 
him  to  have  been  burned  in  it,  and  then  raising  their  shout 
of  victory,  departed,  taking  their  prisoner  along  with  them 
into  the  western  part  of  the  State. 

The  party  of  distinguished  visitors  was  received  by  Mr. 
Campbell,  at  his  house.  While  here,  Governor  Clinton, 
seeing  several  boys,  inquired  of  Mrs.  Campbell  how  many 
children  she  had ; having  told  him,  he  added,  “ They  will 
make  fine  soldiers  in  time.”  She  replied,  “She  hoped  her 
country  would  never  need  their  services.”  “ I hope  so  too, 
madam,”  said  General  Washington,  “ for  I have  seen  enough 
of  war.” 

The  following  year,  1785,  was  rendered  memorable  by  the 
reorganization  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  had  been 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop  forty-five  years  before. 
The  village  now  was  prosperous  as  a pioneer  settlement 
could  well  be,  and  the  people  not  only  manifested  an  in- 
terest in  religious  matters,  but  early  agitated  the  founding 
of  a school,  and  in  1796  was  established  the  Cherry  Valley 
academy.  This  institution  was  the  first  of  the  kind  west 
of  Schenectady,  and  the  Rev.  Solomon  Spaulding,  the  re- 
puted author  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  was  the  first  principal. 

The  village  is  thus  described  by  II.  Gates  Spafford,  as  it 
appeared  in  1812  : 

“ Cherry  Valley  village,  where  is  the  post-office,  is  beau- 
tifully situated  in  the  principal  vale  of  Cherry  Valley  town, 
and  is  most  romantically  environed  by  high  hills.  Here 
are  80  houses  and  stores,  a handsome  meeting-house,  and 
an  academy,  and  standing  at  the  meeting  of  five  roads  of 
great  travel,  has  a very  considerable  amount  of  trade.  The 
first,  second,  and  third  Great  Western  turnpikes  meet  here 
with  other  roads  that  traverse  the  country  in  every  direc- 
tion. It  is  13  miles  southwest  of  the  Mohawk  at  Palatine 
bridge,  53  miles  north  of  west  from  Albany,  and  14  north- 
east from  Otsego  or  Cooperstowu  village.  It  has  some 
elegant  gentlemen’s  seats  and  private  mansions.” 

The  village  had  so  far  increased  in  importance  that,  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1812,  it  was  incorporated,  and  from  this 
period  rapidly  increased  in  importance. 

The  following  interesting  sketch  of  its  early  inhabitants 
j is  taken  from  a work  written  by  a resident  of  the  town,  the 
} late  Levi  Beardsley,  entitled  “ Beardsley’s  Reminiscences. 

James  Campbell  died  in  1770,  aged  eighty  years.  Sarah 
j Simpson,  his  wife,  died  in  1773.  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

! James  Campbell  was  the  first  of  the  Campbell  family 
I who  came  here  among  the  early  settlors,  not  far  from  1740, 
j and  was  the  father  of  Colonel  Samuel  Campbell,  who  died  in 
1824,  aged  eighty-six  years;  and  great-grandfather  of  Hon. 

! William  W.  Campbell,  author  of  the  “ Annals  of  Tryou 
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PhoUkby  W.  G.  Smith,  Cooperstown. 
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GEORGE  CLINTON  CLYDE. 


Colonel  Samuel  Clyde,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  bom 
in  Windham,  Rockingham  Co.,  X.  II.,  April  11,  1732,  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
His  father  was  a farmer,  and  gave  his  son  the  education  commonly 
bestowed  upon  their  sons  by  New  England  farmers.  At  an  early  age  he 
entered  tbo  military  service  of  his  country,  and  was  appointed  captain  of 
a company  by  General  Abercrombie  (his  commission  bearing  date  1758), 
which  served  during  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  termin- 
ating in  1702.  He  was  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Frontenac,  and  was  with 
General  Bradstreet,  and  shared  with  him  that  disastrous  defeat  before 
Ticonderoga.  In  this  war  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that  military  knowl- 
edge and  experience  that  was  called  into  use  in  after-life  in  resisting 
the  arbitrary  acts  of  the  British  parliament.  During  that  war  he  formed 
an  intimacy  with  Dr.  Matthew  Thornton,  afterwards  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  then  surgeon  of  the  regiment  in  which 
Colonel  Clyde  was  captain. 

In  1761  he  married  Catharine  Wasson,  niece  of  Dr.  Thornton,  and  in 
1762  removed  to  Cherry  Valley,  then  the  extreme  outpost  of  civilization 
in  Tryon  county,  which  included  all  territory  west  of  Albany.  Colonel 
Clyde  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  Cherry  Valley,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, which  he  afterwards  pursued  until  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  Revo- 
lution called  him  to  other  pursuits.  He  early  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
colonics,  and  wa3  among  the  leading  spirits  in  preparing  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Mohawk  valley  for  that  stubborn  resistance  which 
they  subsequently  displayed  in  residing  the  arbitrary  power  of  the 
British  crown,  lie  was  an  active  participant  in  all  the  military  move- 
ments, from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the  war,  for  the  defense  of  the 
Country.  lie  was  present  with  his  command  at  that  terrible  band-to- 
hand  fight  at  Oriskany,  in  which  General  Herkimer  was  killed.  In  this 
battle  he  was  knocked  down  by  a blow  from  a British  musket,  but  was 
rescued  by  a man  named  John  Flock,  who  shot  the  man  who  had  given 
the  blow. 

This  myisket  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  great-grandson,  James  D. 
Clyde,  MrD.,  of  Cherrv  Valley. 

lie  was  a member  of  the  committee  of  safety,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  war  to  the  close,  which  had  exclusive  legislation  for  the  countv. 
After  Oeneral  Herkimer  and  Colonel  Cox  were  killed,  the  command  of 
•he  military  devolved  upon  Colonel  Clyde,  who  discharged  his  dutic3 
"ith  such  marked  ability  that  he  acquired  the  confidence  of  all  who 
knew  him,  and  a congratulatory  letter  of  thanks  was  sent  him  at  the 
close  of  the  war  by  General  Clinton,  lie  was  elected  a member  of  tbo 
legislature  from  Tryon  comity,  and  served  in  that  capacity  in  the  first 
legislature  which  met  under  the  constitution  of  1777.  and  was  appointed 
of  a committee  by  that  legislature  to  w ait  upon  congress  to  memorialize 
' 'hat  honorable  body  for  aid  in  protecting  tho  frontiers  from  the  ineur- 
ot  tho  Indians.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Cherry 
' alloy,  and  was  appointed  by  Governor  i Tinton  sheriff  or  executive  officer 
"f  I ryon  county,  a position  which  he  in  fact  had  held  during  must  of  the 
* lr-  B lien  Montgomery  county  w.i<  set  otl  from  Tryon  county  he  was 
•ppointed  by  Governor  Clinton  sheriff  of  Montgomery  county,  liic  duties 
v‘  *hieh  office,  as  well  as  every  public  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  dis- 


charged with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  He 
closed  his  active  and  eventful  life  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1790.  on 
the  “Clyde  Farm”  in  Cherry  Valley,  which  he  purchased  in  1762.  This 
farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  James  D.  Clyde.  Colonel  Clyde  was 
commissioned  captain  in  175S,  adjutant  in  1775,  major  in  1776,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel and  colonel  in  177$. 

Hon.  George  Clinton  Clyde,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  grandson  of 
Colonel  Clyde,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm  April  25,  1802.  He 
received  bis  education  at  the  academy  of  Cherry  Valley,  in  the  prosper- 
ous days  of  that  institution,  and  when  such  men  as  Alvan  Stewart  ami 
the  father  of  Postmaster-General  Randall  were  at  its  head.  AVhile  yet 
young,  and,  as  he  himself  afterwards  said,  much  too  young,  he  entered 
as  a student  at  law  in  the  office  of  Hammond  it  Beardsley  (Jabez  D. 
Hammond  and  Levi  Beardsley),  historic  names  in  the  county  of  Otsego. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  in  182-1,  and  in  the 
following  year  he  established  himself  iu  practice  in  Burlington  in  this 
county,  having  formed  a copartnership  with  Hon.  William  G.  Angel,  then 
representative  in  congress  from  the  Otsego  district.  At  Burlington  he 
pirosecuted  a successful  professional  business,  and  remained  there  till  the 
beginning  of  1S55,  when  be  removed  to  Cooperstown,  having  in  the  pre- 
vious fall  been  elected  clerk  of  the  county  by  a large  majority.  At  the 
close  of  his  official  term,  being  in  poor  health,  he  returned  to  Cherry 
Valley,  a.id  spent  the  year  1838  at  his  father’s,  having  determined  at  that 
time  to  close  liis  professional  business. 

In  1S29  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Dorr,  a daughter  of  Dr. 
Russel  Dorr,  of  Chatham,  in  the  county  of  Columbia.  That  circumstance 
caused  him  to  turu  his  attention  to  that  town  as  a place  of  residence, 
and,  on  recovery  of  his  health,  he  removed  there  in  1859.  He  was  at 
once  received  in  Columbia  with  marked  favor.  For  four  years  he  was 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  old  court  of  common  pleas,  and  in  May.  18-16, 
he  was  elected  delegato  from  Columbia  county  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention of  that  year,  called  to  frame  a new  constitution  for  tile  Slate  of 
New  York.  His  grandfather  had  been  a member  of  the  first  assembly  of 
New  York.  His  uncle,  the  late  Colonel  Joseph  Clyde,  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1821,  and  the  judge  felt  a laudable 
pride  in  his  return,  in  tho  third  generation,  to  the  convention  of  1816. 
At  the  organization  of  that  convention  lie  received  a handsome  compli- 
mentary vote  for  the  office  of  president,  and  in  its  proceedings  he  was  an 
active  and  useful  member.  He  spent  twelve  years  in  Columbia  county. 
But  ho  had  a strong  attachment  for  the  beautiful  valley  where  lie  was 
born,  ami  in  1852.  then  fifty  years  of  age,  he  returned  to  the  home  of  h - 
birth  ami  youth,  there,  in  his  own  expressive  language,  “to  spend  b 
days,  and  jiuuliif  to  sleep  with  his  fathers.” 

Judge  Clyde  was  a genial  friend,  a patriotic  citizen,  an  excellent  lawyer, 
an  able  counselor,  a wise  judge,  and  an  honest  man. 

He  died  Dec.  21,  1808,  leaving  a wife  and  son  who  still  reside  in  Cherrv 
Valley. 

11  Tin*  lio  ist  of  heraldry,  the  pomp  of  power. 

And  all  th.it  In-auty,  all  that  wealth  e’er  gave. 

Await,  alike,  tin-  inevitable  hour: 

The  paths  of  glory  lead  but  to  the  grave.” 
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County,’1  who  now  resides  in  thin  village.  Jane  Cannon, 
wife  of  Colonel  Samuel  Campbell,  died  in  1S3G,  aged  ninety- 
two  years. 

Colonel  Campbell  was  an  active,  patriotic  Whig  of  the 
Revolution.  lie  was  in  the  ill-fated  expedition  against 
Crown  Point,  during  the  old  French  war,  where  Aber- 
crombie was  repulsed  and  defeated,  and  Lord  Ilowe  killed. 

At  the  Oriskany  battle,  in  1777,  he  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  and  after  General  Herkimer  was  wounded 
and  Colonel  C'ott  killed,  Colonel  Campbell  succeeded  to  the 
command,  and  after  maintaining  the  contest  with  obstinate 
bravery,  brought  off  that  portion  of  the  survivors  who  had 
stood  their  ground  manfully,  instead  of  running  away  as 
some  did  on  being  surprised.  He  had  several  bullet-holes 
through  his  clothes,  one  ball  cutting  the  string  by  which 
his  powder-horn  was  suspended. 

In  1778,  when  Cherry  Valley  was  surprised,  and  the 
settlement  broken  up  by  Tories  and  Indians,  his  buildings 
were  burned,  his  wife  with  two  or  three  children  made 
captives,  and  carried  off  to  Niagara,  thence  to  Canada,  and 
down  to  Montreal,  where,  after  an  absence  of  two  years, 
they  were  exchanged  for  the  family  of  Colonel  John  But- 
ler. Colonel  Campbell,  who  was  on  his  farm  some  distance 
from  the  house,  escaped.  When  he  learned  that  the  sav- 
ages had  made  their  onset,  his  first  impulse  was  to  reach 
his  house  and  defend  it  and  his  family  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity, but  upon  coming  in  sight  he  saw  it  on  fire  and.  sur- 
rounded by  Indians.  He  could  not  save  his  family,  though 
by  flying  to  the  woods  he  was  able  to  escape  himself. 

Colonel  Campbell  was  an  old-fashioned  Republican  of  the 
Jeffersonian  school,  and  always  a decided  friend  and  ad- 
mirer of  Governor  George  Clinton,  as  he  was  afterwards  of 
Governor  De  Witt  Clinton,  his  nephew.  Colonel  Camp- 
bell represented  the  county  of  Otsego  as  one  of  its  mem- 
bers of  assembly  not  far  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  was  decided 
in  his  approval  of  its  declaration,  and  was  for  sustaining 
vigorous  measures  for  its  prosecution. 

His  eldest  son,  Dr.  William  Campbell,  is  buried  near  his 
father.  He  was  an  excellent  man  ; represented  the  county 
in  the  assembly  several  sessions,  and  in  1835  was  made 
surveyor-general,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  discharged 
with  fidelity  and  skill.  He  died  in  1S4-1,  his  wife  having 
died  in  1830. 

Eleanor,  wife  of  Samuel  Dickson,  and  daughter  of  Col- 
onel Campbell,  died  in  1811,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Samuel  Dickson,  her  husband,  died  in  1S22,  aged  fifty- 
seven  years,  who,  previous  to  his  death,  erected  a stone  at 
&ie  grave  of  his  mother,  with  this  inscription:  In  memory 

of  Elizabeth  Dickson,  wife  of  William  Dickson,  who  was 
barbarously  murdered  by  the  savages,  11th  November, 
1778,  aged  forty-eight  years.” 

Matthew  Campbell,  another  son  of  Colonel  Campbell 
aged  about  seventy  years,  and  his  wife,  about  the  same  age, 
are  both  buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 

Colonel  Alden,  who  was  in  command  when  Cherry  Valley 
was  destroyed,  and  was  killed  outside  of  the  fort,  has  a plain 
slab  to  mark  his  grave,  bearing  the  following  inscription  : 
“ In  memory  of  the  brave  Colonel  Ichabod  Alden,  a native 
of  Danbury,  Massachusetts,  who  was  murdered  by  the  sav- 


ages in  this  place,  on  the  memorable  11th  day  of  November, 
1778,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age.”  His  remains 
are  by  the  side  of  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Clyde.  Mr.  Beardsley 
says,  “ When  her  grave  was  dug  in  1825,  being  crowded 
upon  that  of  Colonel  Alden,  his  remains  became  visible. 

I saw  and  examined  his  skull,  which  was  sound  as  when 
first  buried.  The  tomahawk  with  which  he  was  struck, 
after  being  shot,  had  not  cut  through  the  skull  to  the  brain, 
but  seemed  to  have  glanced  off.  chipping  away  a portion  of 
the  skull.  The  cavity  was  discolored  with  blood,  and 
several  lines  or  marks  where  the  tomahawk  had  entered 
were  red  and  bright.  Alvan  Stewart  took  one  of  the 
loosened  teeth.” 

Colonel  Samuel  Clyde,  mentioned  above,  was  born  in 
Windham,  Rockingham  county,  New  Hampshire,  April  11, 
1732,  and  died  in  Cherry  Valley,  Nov.  30, 1790.  He  was 
an  ardent,  devoted  Whig  during  the  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle, and  all  agree  that  he  was  a man  of  indomitable  will 
and  true  courage.  During  the  French  war  he  held  a com- 
mission as  captain,  and  was  in  the  expedition  against  Ti- 
conderoga  during  that  war,  and  was  engaged  in  that  san- 
guinary struggle.  He  was  also  at  the  taking  of  Frontenac, 
under  Colonel  Bradstrcet. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  took  an  active 
part  against  the  mother  country.  He  was  a member  of 
assembly  in  the  first  legislature  under  the  State  constitu- 
tion of  1778,  having  been  elected  from  what  was  then 
Tryon,  and  subsequently  Montgomery  county,  of  which 
latter  county  he  was  the  first  sheriff.  He  came  to  Cherry 
Valley  about  eighteen  years  before  the  Revolution. 

He  was  engaged  in  the  Oriskany  battle  in  1777,  where 
he  was  knocked  down  by  a blow  from  a British  musket,  but 
was  rescued  by  a man  named  John  Flock,  who  shot  the 
man  who  had  given  the  blow.  The  following  year  he  was 
appointed  colonel  of  the  Catiajoharie  regiment,  which  he 
commanded  till  the  war  closed. 

With  this  regiment,  or  a portion  of  it,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  Palatine  battle,  when  his  meu  took  a field-piece 
from  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  Colonel  Clyde  captured  a 
musket. 

Colonel  Clyde  was  also  present  with  General  Herkimer 
when  the  conference  was  held  with  Brant.  He  was  held 
in  high  esteem  by  the  government,  and  a fort  which  was 
erected  in  Catiajoharie  soon  after  the  destruction  was  named 
in  his  honor  “ Fort  Clyde.” 

There  was  in  the  British  service  an  active,  bold,  and 
desperate  partisan  officer,  who  was  a Tory,  named  J - ph 
Bettis.  He  was  hung  at  Albany  as  a spy  before  the  war 
closed. 

This  Bettis  had  offered  a reward  of  8100  to  any  one  who 
would  deliver  Colonel  Clyde  into  his  hands.  The  colonel, 
of  course,  was  on  his  guard,  and  was  always  armed  when 
he  went  from  home.  Bettis  told  Archibald  MeKcliip  that 
on  a certain  occasion  he  was  in  the  woods,  when  he  saw 
Colonel  Clyde,  who  was  armed  with  a gun,  within  i _ 1 . t • r 


| ten  rods  of  him.  Colonel  Clyde  was  not  aware  that  he  w.l> 
in  the  presence  of  his  dangerous  enemy,  and  Bettis  dr-  w 
up  his  gun  by  the  side  of  a tree  to  shoot  him.  lie  t-  id 
Molvellip  that  on  taking  aim  at  him  he  felt  an  inner  n 
I that  he  was  about  to  shoot  a brave  man,  who,  if  not  kiiled, 
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would  be  very  likely  to  fight  desperately  and  to  kill  him 
before  the  contest  was  over,  and  on  reflecting  on  it  lie  dare 
not  shoot,  and  thus  assassinate  even  an  adversary.  Colonel 
Clyde  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Cherry  \ alley 
after  the  Revolution.  During  the  war,  and  even  after  its 
close,  he  was  very  much  devoted  to  the  public  service,  to 
! the  neglect  of  his  own  affairs;  for,  in  1784,  he  went  to 
New  York,  and  on  State  security  raised  money  to  pay 
arrearages  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment. 

His  wife,  Mrs.  Catharine  Wasson  Clyde,  was  horn  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  April  5,  1737,  and  at  an  early  age  came 
with  her  husband  to  the  present  town  of  Amsterdam,  near 
the  residence  of  Sir  William  Johnson. 

She  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  celebrated  Indian 
chief  Brant,  who,  when  a boy,  frequently  came  to  her  father’s 
house  to  play  with  her  brothers. 

Up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  which  was  in  1825,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-seven,  she  always  expressed  a confident  belief 
that  if  she  could  have  seen  Brant  before  the  massacre  at 
Cherry  Valley  she  could  have  prevailed  on  him  to  have 
saved  the  inhabitapts.  She  was  a niece  of  Matthew  Thorn- 
ton, one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
a courageous  woman,  we'l  informed,  recollected  all  the 
events  of  the  Revolution,  particularly  all  the  incidents  re- 
lating to  the  destruction  of  Cherry  Valley.  On  that  dis- 
astrous occasion,  when  she  found  the  settlement  attacked, 
she  left  her  house,  and  finding  all  communication  with  the 
fort  cut  off,  she,  with  part  of  her  family,  concealed  them- 
selves in  a thicket,  where  they  remained  through  the  night 
of  Nov.  11,  1778.  It  was  cold  and  stormy,  and  consider- 
able snow  fell. 

The  darkness  was  enlivened  with  the  light  of  burning 
buildings  in  every  part  of  the  settlement,  and  in  the  course 
" of  that  long  and  dreary  night  she  heard  Indians  pass  and 
repass  several  times  but  a short  distance  from  where  she  was 
concealed.  She  kept  her  children  still,  but  she  had  with 
her  a small  dog  who  gave  her  intense  solicitude,  lest  by  his 
barking  he  should  attract  the  attention  of  the  savages;  but 
the  dog  seemed  to  understand  the  importance  of  a “ silent 
tongue,”  and  remained  quiet. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  a scout  of  twelve  men  was 
sent  from  the  fort,  and  then  she  emerged  from  her  conceal- 
ment, all  wet  and  chilly  from  the  snow  that  had  fallen,  and 
went  with  the  party  to  the  fort.  Here  she  was  presented 
by  the  officer  with  one  of  his  shirts  to  take  the  place  of 
her  wet  undergarment.  She  retired  to  put  it  on  ; but  one 
of  her  daughters  was  missing,  who  separated  from  her  when 
they  fled  from  the  house,  and  who  the  mother  with  painful 
apprehensions  supposed  had  very  li kel v been  captured  or 
murdered  by  the  enemy.  Soon  after  Mrs.  Clyde  had  ad- 
justed her  dress  she  was  delighted  to  see  her  daughter  ap- 
proaching the  fort.  When  the  family  left  the  house  they 
hurried  to  a thicket  to  conceal  themselves,  and  in  the  con- 
fusion of  the  moment  became  separated.  The  young  woman 
remained  concealed  through  the  night,  and  next  morning 
crept  stealthily  from  her  concealment,  intending  to  make  a 
desperate  effort  to  reach  the  fort. 

Her  father  had  a mare  on  which  the  girls  were  accus- 
tomed to  ride,  and  so  gentle  that  the  youiur  women  did 
not  hesitate  to  mount,  her  without  saddle  or  bridle.  Guid- 


ing her  with  a stick,  she  made  directly  for  the  fort  by  a 
foot-path  across  the  flats,  and  came  galloping  up  to  the 
gateway,  her  dishevelled  hair  streaming  in  the  wind,  and 
thus  was  she  united  with  the  rest  of  the  family. 

It  has  often  been  remarked  that  the  influence  of  Mrs. 
Clyde  was  as  great  in  keeping  Revolutionary  ardor  as  was 
any  of  the  settlers  on  that  frontier,  whether  male  or  female. 

Among  others  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  was  General 
Elijah  Holt,  then  of  Buffalo  ; died  in  1826,  aged  sixty-four 
years.  His  brother,  Major  Lester  Ilolt.  was  also  buried 
there.  So  was  Ephraim  Hudson,  who  died  in  ISfll,  aged 
eighty-eight;  Ephraim,  his  son,  in  180.),  aged  forty-eight; 
Jesse  Johnson,  aged  eightv-seven  ; Isaac  Seeley.  Esq.,  aged 
fifty-four.  William  Cook  died  in  182!)  at  the  age  cf  eighty- 
one  years,  and  his  wife,  Candice,  in  1835,  aged  sixty-nine. 

This  William  Cook  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  an  old 
seaman,  and  was  the  “ Ben  Rump”  of  Cooper’s  “ Pio- 
neers.” 

Patrick  Davison,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  died  in  1813, 
aged  seventy-nine  years.  II is  wife,  Mary,  died  iu  1830, 
aged  ninety-four. 

Archibald  McKellip  was  a Whig  in  the  Revolution, 
served  seven  years  in  the  army,  and  was  at  the  storming 
of  Quebec  when  Montgomery  fell,  and  was  an  honest, 
worthy,  and  industrious  man,  and  good  citizen. 

James  Thompson,  also  a Revolutionary  soldier,  died  in 
IS— 1 , aged  sixty  years.  James  Cannon,  another  Revolu- 
tionary Whig,  brother  to  Mrs.  Campbell,  the  wife  of 
Colonel  Campbell,  died  in  1829,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
His  wife,  of  nearly  the  same  age,  rests  near  him. 

Colonel  Libbens  Loomis,  an  early  settler,  is  also  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolution, 
and  a member  of  the  Cincinnati  society.  lie  died  in  1S3G, 
aged  seventy-nine. 

A prominent  pioneer,  and  one  whose  memory  is  still 
cherished  by  the  inhabitants,  was  Dr.  Joseph  White.  He 
died  in  183G,  aged  forty-six.  Dr.  David  Little  was  also  a 
prominent  man.  He  died  iu  1832,  aged  sixty-five,  and  his 
wife  in  1S4G,  aged  seventy-seven. 

Major  John  Walton  died  in  1S12,  aged  forty-nine;  Wil- 
liam Peeso,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  in  1831 , aged  seventy- 
three  ; his  wife,  Lydia,  died  in  1S4G,  aged  eighty-two. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Aaron  Putnam,  of  Patu- 
fret,  Conn.,  died  in  1S35,  aged  ninety. 

Mr.  Beardsley  says,  “Hugh  Mitchell,  an  old  man  and 
respectable,  whom  I used  to  know,  lies  in  the  old  cemetery 
without  a stone  to  mark  his  resting-place.  He  was  very 
near  one  hundred  years  old  when  he  died,  and  was  buried 
near  the  south  side  of  the  yard  by  the  remains  of  his  first 
wife  and  six  children,  who  were  butchered  by  the  savages 
in  1778.  He  barely  escaped  by  fleeing  to  the  adjacent 
woods,  where  he  concealed  himself  till  the  enemy  was 
gone,  when  he  returned,  placed  his  murdered  family  on  an 
ox-sled,  and  drove  them  to  the  fort,  where  thev  were  buried, 
and  the  old  man,  by  request,  was  placed  beside  them  when 
he  died.” 

Another  very  old  man  lies  there,  who  died  in  1S14,  at 
| an  exceedingly  advanced  age.  lie  was  known  as  “ Old 
.lackey  Foster;’  was  at  Cherry  Valley  long  before  the 
1 Revolution  ; came  there  from  .Scotland  or  the  north  of  Ire- 
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land,  and  was,  as.  he  said,  in  the  battle  of  Culloden,  in  1740, 
and  used  to  sing  anti-Jacobite  songs. 

Oue  of  his  couplets  was  something  like  the  following: 

“And  buttock?  bare  were  turned  u|>  there, 

Of  many  a brawny  Highland  mini.” 

Foster  was  a man  of  low,  coarse  wit,  and  used  to  crack 
his  jokes  and  play  off  his  tricks  with  an  almost  unlimited 
license.  At  the  early  organization  of  the  county  there  was 
considerable  strife  between  Cherry  Valley  and  Cooperstown 
in  relation  to  publie  buildings. 

The  former  was  settled  fifty  years  before  the  latter,  and 
had  been  destroyed  during  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and 
hence  felt  entitled  to  public  favor. 

It  is  said  that  Judge  Cooper  on  one  occasion  playfully 
remarked  that  the  < uurt-house  should  be  placed  in  Coopers- 
town, the  jail  in  New-Town-Martin  (Middlefield),  and  the 
gallows  in  Cherry  Valley.  Foster,  who  was  always  poor  and 
inclined  to  his  drink,  had  not  much  credit  with  his  neighbors. 
He  frequently  wanted  to  borrow  small  sums  of  money,  and 
Would  go  to  Judge  Cooper,  always  taking  care  to  conciliate 
his  feelings,  as  Foster  supposed,  by  soundly  abusing  Messrs. 

TV  'nite  and  Rich,  and  other  men  of  influence  at  home.  J udge 
Cooper,  who  understood  the  object,  would  listen  to  Foster’s 
various  devices  to  obtain  money,  and  sometimes  obliged 
him  by  small  loans,  though  none  the  more  for  the  abuse  of 
his  neighbors.  On  one  occasion  lie  had  been  sworn  as  a 
witness,  when,  on  coming  out  of  court,  the  judge  asked 
him  whether  he  had  swore  to  the  truth?  Foster  laid  his 
hand  on  his  breast,  and  raising  his  eyes,  said,  with  much 
apparent  solemnity, — 

“ I have,  Judge,  as  I am  a Christian  mon .” 

“ But  did  you  tell  the  tchole  truth?"  says  the  judge. 

“ Yes,  yer  Honor,”  he  replied,  with  a significant  wink 
of  his  eye,  “and  a d d sight  more.” 

The  following  incident  is  also  related  in  connection  with 
“ Old  Jackey  Foster:” 

The  summer  previous  to  the  destruction  of  Cherry  Val- 
ley, William  McKnown,  then  a lad,  was  raking  hay  on  the 
McConnell  farm,  when,  late  in  the  afternoon,  he  heard  foot- 
steps, and  on  turning  around  saw  a man  stealthily  approach- 
ing him  who  was  so  near  that  escape  seemed  impossible. 

The  stranger  was  Brant,  who  was  armed,  and  came  out 
of  the  adjacent  woods.  McKnown  was  alarmed  and  his  ; 
first  thought  was  to  make  his  escape,  but  Brandt  told  him 
not  to  be  alarmed,  ns  he  would  not  hurt  him. 

He  then  inquired  where  one  of  the  settlers  might  be 
found  who  was  suspected  of  being  a Tory  in  his  prejudices, 

*tf  not  openly  so,  and  on  being  directed  to  his  residence, 
peaceably  departed.  The  settler  referred  to  was  “ Old 
Jackey  Foster.” 

There  is  no  doubt  Brant  came  there  privately  to  ascer- 
tain the  strength  of  the  f >rt,  and  the  condition  and  location 
of  the  inhabitants,  preparatory  to  the  contemplated  attack,  i 

Cherry  ^ alley  i.->  celebrated  as  having  been  the  place  of 
residence  of  many  remarkable  men  in  the  Gelds  of  letters,  j 
law,  and  medicine ; among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  1 
names  of  John  V eils,  Exp,  the  distinguished  lawyer  of 
New  York;  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott;  Jaboz  D.  Hammond, 
author  ot  “ Political  History  of  New  York  lion.  Levi 
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Beardsley,  author  of  “ Reminiscences,  Incidents,”  etc. ; 
Judge  Seeley,  Alvan  Stewart,  James  0.  Moore,  Dr.  Joseph 
White  and  sons,  Delos  and  Menzo,  and  Hon.  W.  W.  Canm- 
bell.  Judge  Campbell  has  occupied  a high  position  at  the 
bar  and  on  the  bench,  and  has  also  added  many  valuable 
works  to  the  literature  of  the  country,  the  most  celebrated 
of  which  is  the  “ Annals  of  Tryon  County,”  an  invaluable 
! and  standard  work. 

The  year  1S12,  the  date  of  incorporation,  ushered  in  an 
important  era  in  the  history  of  the  village.  It  rapidly  in- 
creased in  importance,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal 
was  ranked  among  the  highly  prosperous  villages  in  the 
State.  The  opening  of  that  thoroughfare  and  the  building 
of  the  New  York  Central  railroad,  and  later,  the  Albanv 
and  Susquehanna,  seemed  to  paralyze  in  a certain  degree  the 
business  interests  of  the  town.  This  state  of  affairs  has  in 
a large  degree  been  changed  by  the  building  of  the  Cherry 
Valley  railroad,  which  connects  the  village  with  the  Albany 
and  Susquehanna  road  at  Cobleskill.  It  is  now  in  a pros- 
perous condition,  and  is  represented  by  the  following  busi- 
ness interests,  viz.,  attorneys,  William  Burch,  J.  W.  IJar- 
num,  D.  W.  Bates,  James  Young;  physicians,  George 
Merritt,  George  L.  Merritt,  Joseph  M.  White,  James  D. 
Clyde;  dry  goods,  Walter  Furmin,  II.  II.  Fuller;  dry 
goods  and  groceries,  R.  G.  Walrad;  groceries,  Eph.  Wal- 
raith,  Alex.  Oliver,  Clark  & Sherman  ; hardware,  E.  Buin, 
C.  D.  Walrad;  drugs  and  medicines,  Clyde  & Browne: 

1 jeweler,  L.  W.  Thompson  ; clothiers,  Jacob  Sharp,  David 
Nash ; boots  and  shoes,  J.  J.  Fonda,  Albert  Winne,  N. 
W.  Waterhouse,  P.  R.  Wales;  millinery,  etc.,  Mrs.  M. 
Beaumont,  E.  Walrath,  Addie  Waldron  ; organ  manufac- 
turers, Alex.  Fea  & Son ; sewing  machines,  J.  Hickey 
(Singer),  L.  W.  Thompson  (Remington),  Calvin  Hillman 
(Davis);  Cherry  Valley  Gazette , J.  L.  Sawyer,  editor  and 
proprietor;  Central  National  Bank,  H.  J.  Olcott.  presi- 
dent; G.  W.  B.  Dakin,  assistant  president;  William  II. 
Baldwin,  cashier. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

of  which  any  record  exists,  was  held  on  the  Gth  day  of 
April,  1791,  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Griffin.  The  fal- 
lowing is  a list  of  supervisors  and  town  clerks  from  tins 
date  to  1S7S  : 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1791 

John  Ball. 

1792 

it  it 

179:1 

“ u 

ti  it 

1791 

" “ 

it  a 

1795 

f(  “ 

it  a 

1796 

Elijah  Holt. 

it  ft 

1797 

it  a 

1 79S 

William  Campbell. 

tt  tt 

1799 

tt  tt 

tt  a 

1SOO 

a a 

1S01 

tt  a 

tt  tt 

1802 

a tt 

tt  a 

1803 :... 

John  Dii'U. 

1801 

“ {i 

Isaac  Seel vc. 

1S05 

John  Walton. 

1S06 

William  Caiu|>licll 

1S07 

l'OS 

« a 

a a 

1809 

n u 

John  Diell. 

1810 

tt  tt 

1811 

tt  it 

*t  n 

1812 

a *i 

u tt 

1813 

tl  <* 

Robert  Dunlap. 

1811  

“ “ 

.<  *. 

1815 

a u 

Horace  Lallirnn. 

1SIG 


. 

. 
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Supervisor*. 

Town  Clerks. 

1817 

J.  B.  Walton. 

ISIS 

u a 

Oliver  Judd. 

ism 

a a 

44  44 

1X20 

“ “ 

44  44 

1S1M 

it  a 

44  44 

1822 

Levi  Beardsley. 

182.'! 

“ “ 

44  44 

1824 

ii  u 

Adolphus  W.  Flint. 

1825 

a a 

4 4 44 

1X26 

Oliver  Judd. 

1827 

Hubert  Dunlap. 

1S2S 

44  44 

1S2‘J 

44  44 

lstit) 

William  McLean. 

18.il 

44  44 

18.12 

44  44 

1813 

44  44 

1814 

u u 

44  44 

1815 

u a 

44  44 

1816 

a a 

44  44 

1817 

tt  a 

44  44 

1818 

44  44 

1839 

“ “ 

44  it 

1840 

ii  ii 

1841 

44  44 

ii  ii 

1S42 

44  4« 

1813 

4i  “ 

44  44 

1844 

44  44 

1845 

44  44 

1846 

44  44 

1817 

“ “ 

44  44 

1848 

William  Hall. 

1840 

.4  ii 

1850 

Charles  McLean. 

ii  ii 

1851 

44  44 

1852 

William  Duflin. 

1851 

John  K.  Iiiell. 

1854 

“ “ 

1855 

Albert  C.  Stevens. 

1S56 

B.  Steens. 

1857 

A.  11.  Watkins. 

A.  A.  Saunders. 

1858 

Charles  McLean. 

1859 

it  ii 

Jesse  Bronson. 

I860 

A.  L.  Swan. 

1861 

“ “ 

44  4* 

1862 

ii  ii 

S.  (J.  Wilkin. 

1861 

ii  tt 

u a 

1864 

Stephen  Waldron. 

1X65 

44  44 

ii  ii 

1860 

ii  ii 

1867 

A.  S.  Botsford. 

1868 

Stephen  Waldron. 

1869 

44  44 

44  44 

1870 

44  44 

1871 

John  K.  Dicll. 

1872 

44  44 

1871 

44  44 

44  44 

1874 

44  44 

1875 

44  44 

1876 

44  44 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — George  Merritt. 

Toicn  Cleric. — John  K.  I)iell. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Edward  Allen. 

Collector. — Amos  L.  Swan. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — C.  II.  Plainer. 

— Geo.  II.  Sherman. 

Overseers  of  the  Pour. — Samuel  Ludlam  and  John  II. 
Prime. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — G.  V.  Sprakcr,  L.  W.  Thomp- 
son, C.  M.  Bates. 

Constables. — W.  McFarren,  E.  Frantzruan,  M.  F*. 
Duteher,  A.  Whitbeek,  Geo.  Van  Alstyne. 

Toicn.  Auditors. — II.  Salisbury  and  II.  Hanker. 

Railroad  Commissioners. — Theodore  Lewis,  Win.  Allen. 
Excise  Commissioner.- — Tims.  Lvnk. 

Justices  oj  the  Peace. — Chas.  McLean,  L.  W.  Thompson,  j 
Ilcnry  W.  Best,  and  Edward  Allcu. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  1S75. 

Acres  plowed,  .">240 ; in  pasture,  5S7G;  acres  mown, 

G ISS ; tons  of  hay  produced,  73d-;  bushels  barley  pro. 


duccd,  3097  ; buckwheat,  662;  corn,  5117  ; oats,  59,990  ; 
rye,  470  ; spring  wheat,  1601  ; winter  wheat,  2516  ; beans, 
84;  peas,  2S4 ; pounds  of  hops,  199.794;  bushels  of 
potatoes,  25,112;  barrels  cider,  571;  maple  sugar,  470 
pounds  ; value  of  poultry  sold,  SG8G  ; eggs,  2366  ; pounds 
of  butter  made,  103. 89G ; cheese,  15,210;  pork  made  on 
farms,  107,114  pounds. 

Area. — Cherry  Valley  has  an  area  of  24,058  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  S443.S50,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  S4S9,5S0. 


POPULATION. 


1800 

1815 

4125 

1811 

1850. 

4 1 >6 

1814 

1 $55 

2540 

1820 

....: 3684  I 

I860 

o q - o 

1825 

IS  65 

23  x 4 

1810 

40ys 

1S70 

O •;  - 

1815 

1S75 

2214 

1840 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

TOWN  OF  CHERRY  VALLEY-Continued. 

Ecclesiastical  History — Dank — Freemasonry  in  Cherry  Valley — 
I.  0.  0.  F. — Fire  Department. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

In  placing  before  the  reader  a history  of  this  church,  it 
is  deemed  proper  to  give  it  in  extenso,  as  its  organization 
was  coincident  with  the  settlement  of  the  place  in  1740. 
and  the  annals  of  the  church  from  that  time  to  the  present 
form,  in  a large  degree,  a history  of  the  village.  The  Rev. 
II.  U.  Swinnerton,  A. 31.,  the  present  talented  and  efficient 
pastor,  added  a valuable  contribution  to  the  historic  litera- 
ture of  this  locality,  by  the  compilation  of  a work,  entitled 
“ An  Historical  Account  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,”  from  which  the  following  sketch  is 
compiled : 

This  church  was  organized  immediately  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  locality,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  a graduate  of 
Trinity  college,  Dublin.  Tradition  informs  us  that  on  the 
northern  slope  of  the  hill  where  was  located  the  house  of 
Mr.  Lindesay,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  Phelon,  was  erected 
in  the  first  days  of  the  embryo  village,  a log  church  and 
school-house. 

Mr.  Dunlop  was  not  only  a minister,  but  a scholar,  and 
an  earnest  friend  of  that  thorough  education  which  has 
been  so  inseparable  a part  in  the  history  of  Presbyterians 
in  Scotland,  as  well  as  all  over  the  world.  He  became  the 
first  apostle  of  liberal  learning  beyoud  the  towns  on  the 
coast  and  the  Hudson.  He  at  once  began  the  teaching  of 
the  classics  to  the  boys  of  the  settlement,  and  to  others 
who  came  from  the  scattering  villages  of  the  Germans  on 
the  Mohawk ; and  it  is  related  of  him  that  as  he  guided 
the  ox-team  at  the  plow,  the  lads  followed  in  the  fresh 
earth  of  the  furrow,  scanning  the  daily  “stent”  of  Homer 
or  of  Virgil.  He  was  the  educator  of  a number  of  men 
who  became  eminent  and  useful  in  the  great  struggle  which, 
some  years  later,  evoked  the  energies  of  the  youthful 
nation. 

Mr.  Dunlop  was  an  energetic  man,  and  the  statement 
has  come  down  that,  in  his  desire  to  meet  his  brethren  in 
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SuiH»rvit*.ra.  Town  Clerks. 


1817 

J.  B.  Walton. 

ISIS 

Oliver  Judd. 

1 8 1 1» 

i « H 

ii  Si 

1820 

it  u 

ii  tt 

I SIM 

a a 

st  a 

1822 

Levi  Beardsley. 

IS  2.1 

it  ii 

1S24 

u tt 

Adolphus  W.  Flint. 

1825 

a it 

*4  it 

1826 

Oliver  Judd. 

1827 

Robert  Dunlup. 

1S2S 

ii  ii 

1829 

ii  it 

1830 

William  McLean. 

1831 

“ “ 

ii  it 

1832 

ti  tt 

1833 

ti  it 

1834 

it  it 

tt  tt 

1835 

it  ti 

tt  tt 

1836 

tt  it 

tt  ii 

1837 

it  tt 

ti  tt 

1838 

it  ii 

1 830 

“ “ 

it  tt 

1840 

it  ii 

1841 

....  “ “ 

.i  ti 

1842 

tt  ti 

1813 

ti  ii 

1844 

tt  it 

1845 

ft  ft 

1846 

if  tt 

1847 

tt  tt 

1848 

William  Hall. 

1849 

.4  44 

1850 

tt  it 

1S51 

ti  it 

1S52 

William  Duffin. 

1853 

John  K.  I) : e 1 1 . 

1854 

“ “ 

1855 

Albert  C.  Stevens. 

1856 

B.  Steens. 

1857 

A.  11.  Watkins. 

A.  A.  Saunders. 

1858 

....  “ “ 

Charles  McLean. 

1859 

....  “ “ 

Jesse  Bronson. 

I860 

A.  L.  Swan. 

1861 

a tt 

tt  44 

1862 

n n 

S.  G.  Wilkin. 

1S63 

tt  tt 

42  44 

1864 

Stephen  Waldron. 

1865 

a tt 

44  44 

1866 

44  44 

1867 

A.  S.  Botsford. 

1868 

Stephen  Waldron. 

1869 

tt  tt 

44  44 

1870 

it  44 

1871 

John  K.  Dicll. 

1872 

....James  Young. 

44  44 

1873 

ti  ti 

44  44 

1874 

tt  it 

1875 

it  it 

1876 

ii  ti 

ti  it 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor.— 

-George  Merritt. 

Toun  Clerk. 

—John  K.  Died. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Edward  Allen. 

Collector. — . 

.Vinos  L.  Swan. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — C. 

II.  Plainer. 

Assessor. — Geo.  II.  Sherman. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Samuel 

Ludlam  and  John  II. 

Prime. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — G.  V.  Spraker,  L.  W.  Thouip- 

son,  C.  M.  Bat 

es. 

Constables.— 

-W.  McFarrcn,  E. 

Frantzman,  M.  F. 

Dutcher,  A.  \V  hitbeck,  Geo.  Van  Al.styne. 

'Town  Auditors.  — II.  Salisbury  ami  II.  Hanker. 

Railroad  Commissioners. — Theodore  Lewis,  Win.  Allen,  i 
Kxcisc  Commissioner. — Thus.  Lynk. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Cluis.  McLean,  L.  W.  Thompson,  i 
Henry  \\ . Rest,  and  Edward  Allen. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  1ST'). 

Acres  plowed,  5249;  in  pasture,  5S7G;  acres  mown,  ! 
C4SS ; tons  of  hay  produced,  7542;  bushels  barley  pro-  1 


d Orbed,  3097  ; buckwheat,  GG2  ; corn,  5117  ; oats,  59,900  ; 
rye,  470  ; spring  wheat,  IGUl  ; winter  wheat,  251G  ; beans, 
84;  peas,  284;  pounds  of  hops,  199,794;  bushels  of 
potatoes,  25,112  ; barrels  cider,  571  ; maple  sugar,  470 
pounds  ; value  of  poultry  sold,  $G8G  ; eggs,  23GG  ; pounds 
of  butter  made,  103,890;  cheese,  15,210;  pork  made  on 
farms,  107,114  pounds. 

Area. — Cherry  Valley  has  an  area  of  24,058  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  8443. S50,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  8489, 5S0. 

POPULATION. 


1800 

1815 

4125 

1S11 

1850 

41"6 

1811 

3053 

1 856 

1820 

I860 

2552 

1825 

3871 

1865 

238-i 

1830 

4098 

1S70 

9 rt  7 

is:i5 

1875 

1840 

3923 

CHAPTER  XXXV. 

TOWN  OF  CHEERY  VALLEY-Continued. 

Ecclesiastical  History — Bank— Freemasonry  in  Cherry  Valley — 
I.  0.  0.  F. — Fire  Department. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CIIURCII. 

In  placing  before  the  reader  a history  of  this  church,  it 
is  deemed  proper  to  give  it  in  exteuso,  as  its  organization 
was  coincident  with  the  settlement  of  the  place  in  1740, 
and  the  annals  of  the  church  from  that  time  to  the  present 
form,  in  a large  degree,  a history  of  the  village.  The  Rev. 
II.  U.  Swinnerton,  A.M.,  the  present  talented  and  efficient 
pastor,  added  a valuable  contribution  to  the  historic  litera- 
ture of  this  locality,  by  the  compilation  of  a work,  entitled 
“ An  Historical  Account  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,”  from  which  the  following  sketch  is 
compiled : 

This  church  was  organized  immediately  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  locality,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  a graduate  of 
Trinity  college,  Dublin.  Tradition  informs  us  that  on  the 
northern  slope  of  the  hill  where  was  located  the  house  of 
Mr.  Lindesay,  now  the  residence  of  Mr.  Phelon,  was  efcc-ted 
in  the  first  days  of  the  embryo  village,  a log  church  and 
school-house. 

Mr.  Dunlop  was  not  only  a minister,  but  a scholar,  and 
an  earnest  friend  of  that  thorough  education  which  has 
been  so  inseparable  a part  in  the  history  of  Presbyterians 
in  Scotland,  as  well  as  all  over  the  world.  lie  became  the 
first  apostle  of  liberal  learning  beyond  the  towns  on  the 
coast  and  the  Hudson.  He  at  once  began  the  teaching  of 
the  classics  to  the  boys  of  the  settlement,  and  to  others 
who  came  from  the  scattering  villages  of  the  Germans  on 
the  Mohawk ; and  it  is  related  of  him  that  as  he  guided 
the  ox-team  at  the  plow,  the  lads  followed  in  the  fresh 
earth  of  the  furrow,  scanning  the  daily  “ stent”  of  Homer 
or  of  Virgil.  He  was  the  educator  of  a number  of  men 
who  became  eminent  and  useful  in  the  great  strucvlo  which 
some  years  later,  evoked  the  energies  of  the  youthful 
nation. 

Mr.  Dunlop  was  an  energetic  man,  and  the  statement 
has  come  down  that,  in  his  desire  to  meet  his  brethren  in 
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the  ministry,  made  the  long  journey  to  New  Hampshire, 
and  attended  presbytery.  Though  the  records  of  that 
day,  both  of  the  presbytery  and  of  this  church,  arc  lost, 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  distant  charge  of 
Cherry  Valley  was  one  of  the  twelve  churches  which  are 
said  to  have  formed  that  early  presbytery  of  Boston.  At 
a later  time  a nearer  point  of  support  was  found.  The  an- 
cestors of  I)e  Witt  Clinton*  had  settled  at  Little  Britain, 
in  Ulster  county,  near  the  Hudson  in  1731.  There  grew 
up  before  the  Revolution  what  was  called  the  presbytery 
' of  Ulster;  and  with  that  as  their  nearest  neighbors,  the 
church  and  its  pastor  seem  to  have  been  connected. 

But  this  loug  trip  to  presbytery  was  not  the  most  dis- 
tant journey  this  active  man  performed.  He  seems  to  have 
been  capable  of  undertaking  anything  when  he  had  a rea- 
son. He  was  the  first  person  in  Cherry  Valley  to  make 
the  voyage  to  Europe  across  the  ocean.  He  was  still  un- 
married, and  it  was  now  nearly  seven  years  since  he  had 
left  his  friends  in  Ireland.  When  he  started  for  America 
it  was  to  seek  a home  to  which  he  might  take  the  young 
girl  who  had  promised  to  be  his  wife.  But  that  engage- 
ment had  prudently  been  made  conditional ; for,  like  those 
who  seek  their  fortune  on  the  Pacific  coast  in  these  days, 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  the  adventurer  who  started  for 
the  new  world  to  be  lost  by  shipwreck,  by  pirates,  or  by  the 
Indians,  and  never  be  heard  of  after.  It  was  too  much  to 
ask  that  the  happiness  of  her  whole  life  should  hang  on 
such  chances,  and  it  was  stipulated  that  if  the  young  min- 
ister did  not  return  within  seven  years  the  lady  should  be 
free.  The  time  was  almost  out,  and  others  had  sued  for 
her  hand.  To  one  of  them  she  had  at  last  yielded,  and 
while  poor  Dunlop  was  beating  off  the  stormy  northern 
coast,  panting  to  make  a harbor,  the  preparations  for  the 
wedding  were  in  progress.  He  arrived  the  day  before  the 
marriage,  and  the  last  day  of  the  appointed  term,  claimed 
his  bride,  was  joyfully  accepted  as  one  returned  from  the 
dead,  and  led  her  away  to  his  wildwood  home.  Poor  lady ! 
could  she  have  known  the  scene  of  bloody  violence  in  which 
she  was  to  yield  up  her  life,  she  might  well  have  hesitated 
to  embark. 

The  frontier  settlement  of  Cherry  Valley  prospered  and 
increased  in  population. 

As  years  went  by  death  claimed  his  share  from  the 
number  of  the  people,  and  a spot  was  selected  on  a rise  of 
ground,  near  the  southern  edge  of  the  village,  where  they 
were  laid  away  to  rest,  and  many  a rude  slab,  split  from  the 
limestone-ridge  hard  by,  still  marks  the  spot  where  a pioneer 
lies  wrapt  in  his  long  slumber,  but  whose  name  no  hand 
skilled  with  the  chisel  was  there  to  engrave.  With  their 
growing  numbers  better  accommodations  for  their  worship 
than  the  old  log  house  could  afford  became  necessary,  and 
a frame  church,  the  second  edifice,  was  erected  within  the 
limits  of  the  little  quiet  grave-yard. 

Like  all  the  communities  of  our  country,  the  constant 
struggles  with  the  Indians  or  with  the  French  gave  occasion 
to  develop  those  war-like  qualities  which  were  soon  to  be 
useful  in  the  grandest  effort  ever  made  by  any  nation  in  the 
sacred  cause  ot  freedom.  Frequent  rumors  of  dangers  re- 


quired that  the  rifle  should  be  shouldered  by  the  head  of 
the  family,  as  he  led  his  wife  and  children  to  the  house  of 
God,  and  that  the  sentry  should  pace  watchfully  to  and  fro 
before  the  door,  while  the  psalm  was  lifted  up  from  pious 
hearts  within. 

Every  man  became  in  some  sense  a soldier,  and  even  the 
sports  of  the  children  in  the  village  street  were  those  of 
marching  and  manoeuvring, — the  keen  eye  of  the  savnire. 
peering  from  the  brushwood  of  the  overlooking  hill,  beimr 
at  least  once  deceived  at  the  sight  of  their  parades  into  be- 
lieving that  real  soldiers  had  arrived  to  garrison  the  place. 
Service  in  the  old  French  war  promoted  several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  to  military  offices  of  some  rank,  whose 
regular  commissions  are  still  preserved,  and  scarce  a man 
was  there  but  had  seen  something  of  war. 

The  stern  occasion  for  the  use  of  all  their  bravery  and 
all  their  endurance  had  now  come.  . The  Presbyterians  of 
Ireland  never  yet  wasted  too  much  love  on  the  oppressive 
government  of  Great  Britain.  The  fathers  of  some  of  them 
hud  been  in  the  siege  of  Londonderry  and  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne,  and  we  may  be  sure  that  they  were  Whigs.  The 
stamp-act  affair  reached  them,  and  likewise  did  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Boston  harbor.  When  the  news  came  of  what 
had  been  done  at  Concord  and  Lexington  (brought  by  a 
courier  hastening  west  and  leaving  the  countrv  all  on  fire 
with  his  patriotic  fury  as  he  passed),  there  was  hardly  a man 
who  did  not  resolve  to  take  up  the  fight.  Before  this,  Cherrv 
Valley  had  been  included  in  a territorial  division  called 
Palatine  district  of  the  county  of  Tryon.  A standing  com- 
mittee of  safety  was  formed  for  the  district,  with  sub-eom- 
mittees  in  every  hamlet.  They  were  under  the  rule  of  the 
family  of  Johnstons,  zealous  royalists,  who  formed  the  cen- 
tre of  a nest  of  Tories  at  Johnstown.  Little  formidable  iu 
themselves,  they  were  made  so  by  reason  of  their  entire 
control  of  the  great  Indian  league  of  the  Six  Nations,  who 
infested  the  forests  of  the  whole  region.  The  little  church 
was  the  scene  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee,  which 
convened  the  people  to  denounce  the  attempts  of  the  Torit  s 
by  a bold  stroke  to  carry  that  part  of  the  country  over  to 
the  side  of  the  oppressors.  By  subverting  the  grand  jury 
and  judges  assembled  in  the  spring  of  1775  the  actions  of 
congress  had  been  denounced,  and  it  was  hoped  there!  v to 
array  these  settlements  against  the  cause  of  independence. 
The  patriots  in  the  church  subscribed  the  following  arti •Jo 
of  association  in  opposition  to  that  attempt.f 

Thus  our  church,  consecrated  already  as  a seat  of  piety, 
became  a cradle  of  liberty  and  a theatre  of  heroic  act;  m. 
Surely,  not  more  adventurous  was  it  to  sign  the  Dcclarur 
of , Independence  in  the  old  State  House  at  Philadelphia 
than  to  write  one’s  name  on  that  paper  in  the  rude  frame 
church  in  the  grave-yard  at  Cherry  Valley. 

These  Presbyterians  were  the  more  exasperated  in  that 
a large  body  of  Roman  Catholic  Highlanders,  their  own 
apostate  countrymen,  as  they  regarded  them,  formed  i art 
of  the  array  at  Johnstown  with  which  they  were  threat  : d. 
In  a letter  to  the  committee  at  Albany,  iinplorinu  lo  p t > 
save  the  frontier  for  freedom,  they  concluded  as  follows; 

“ In  a word,  gentlemen,  it  is  our  fixed  resolution  to  suje 


• C.iinplieU's  Life  of  Do  Witt  Clinton. 


f Sco  page  14. 
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port  and  carry  into  execution  everything  recommended  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  be  free  or  die.” 

A document,  still  extant,  shows  in  what  regard  the 
Christian  Sabbath  was  held  by  them  in  the  grand  Centen- 
nial of  a hundred  years  ago.  The  question  was  not  then 
whether  Sunday  is  a day  of  holy  rest  or  a day  of  worldly 
pleasure.  The  following  is  a letter  written  from  Cherry 
Valley  in  reply  to  a citation  to  convene  with  the  committee 
at  a meeting  appointed  for  a certain  Sunday.  It  reminds 
one  of  the  reply  of  the  apostles  when  they  were  forbidden 
to  preach.  “ Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to 
hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye:  For  we 
cannot 

Cherry  Valley,  June  9th,  1775. 

Sin:  Wo  received  yours  of  yesterday  relating  to  the  meeting  of 
the  committee  on  Sunday,  which  surprised  u?  not  a little,  inasmuch 
as  it  seemed  not  to  be  in  any  alarming  circumstance;  which,  if  it 
was,  wo  should  readily  attend.  Hut  as  that  docs  not  appear  to  us  to 
be  the  case,  we  think  it  is  very  improper;  for  unless  the  necessity  of 
the  committee  sitting  supcrexceed  the  duties  to  be  performed  in 
attending  the  public  worship  of  Uod,  we  think  it  ought  to  be  put  off 
till  another  day.  And  therefore  we  conclude  not  to  give  our  attend- 
ance at  this  time  unless  you  adjourn  the  sitting  of  the  committee 
till  Monday  morning.  And  in  that  case  we  will  give  our  attendance 
as  early  as  you  please.  But  otherwise  we  do  not  allow  ourselves  to 
be  cut  short  of  attending  on  the  public  worship  except  the  case  be 
bo  necessitous  as  to  exceed  sacrifice.  We  conclude  with  wishing 
success  to  the  common  cause,  and  subscribe  ourselves  the  free  born 
sons  of  liberty. 

John  Moore, 

Samuel  Clyde, 

Samuel  Campbell. 

P.  S.  If  you  proceed  to  sit  on  the  Sabbath,  please  to  read  this 
letter  to  the  committee,  which  we  think  will  sufficiently  assign  our 
reason  for  not  attending. 

These  were  men  who  could  fight  as  well  as  pray.  Of  the 
three,  the  first  was  disabled,  but  the  second,  then  a major, 
and  the  third,  then  a lieutenant-colonel  (with  a brother  of 
the  latter,  who  was  killed),  were  the  only  men  from  Cherry  ! 
Valley  in  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  and  at  the  close  of  that  i 
stubborn  and  bloody  action  led  off  the  remnant  of  the  i 
regiment  of  Colonel  Cox,  who  was  killed. 

In  1778  a fort  was  erected  on  the  hill  where  was  located 
the  church  and  school-house,  the  entire  establishment  being  j 
surrounded  by  a stockade.  The  second  edifice  thus  became  j 
the  church  within  the  fort.  We  have  now  traced  the  his- 
tory of  the  church  to  the  massacre. 

TIIE  POST-REVOLUTIONARY  CHURCH. 

The  principal  source  from  which  the  following  portions  ' 
of  this  recital  are  drawn  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  MS. 
volume,  inscribed  in  a beautiful  hand  resembling  copper- 
plate, The  Records  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  Con-  \ 
yreyatum  in  Cherry  I alley,  Anno  Domini  1785.”  Besides 
this,  which  is  chiefly  a chronicle  of  the  temporalities,  the 
Record*  of  the  Session  are  extant  in  four  volumes,  com- 
mencing in  ISO-!. 

The  thread  of  the  history  is  abruptly  resumed  with  the  i 
following  quaint  and  touching  entry  upon  the  first  page  of 
the  old  record-book. 

“ " < , I ho  Ancient  Inhabitants  of  Cherry  Valley,  in  the  County  of  ! 
Montgomery,  ami  State  of  New  York,  having  lleturnetl  from  Exile  j 
fimling  ourselves  destitute  of  our  Church  officers,  viz...  Deacons  and  ! 
I-  tiers.  In  cnnscqucuco  of  our  difficulties,  and  other  congregations,  j 
in  similar  circumstances,  our  legislature  thought  proper  to  pass  a I 


Law  for  the  Relief  of  those  (viz.,  An  act  to  encorporate  all  Religous 
Societies  passed  April  the  Sixth,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-four).  In  compliance  of  said  act  wc  proceeded  as  follows  : 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

“ At  a meeting  of  a Respectable  Number  of  the  Old  Inhabitants  of 
Cherry  Valley,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  an  Advertisement  be  set  up 
to  give  notice  to  all  the  former  Inhabitants  that  are  Returned  to  their 
Respective  Habitations  to  meet  in  the  Meeting  House  yard  on  Tues- 
day tho  Fifth  Day  of  April  Next  at  Ten  O’clock  before  Noon,  then 
and  there  to  chose  Trustees  who  shall  be  a Body  corporate  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  Temporalities  of  their  Respective 
Presbyterian  Congregation  agreeable  to  an  act  (eto.). 

“ Cherry  Valley,  March  19,  17S5. 

“Samuel  Clyde,  Jnetice  of  the  Peace.” 

Thus,  with  neither  minister  nor  missionary  nor  any  of 
those  specially  qualified  persons  at  hand  who  are  generally 
the  prime  movers  in  religious  undertakings,  not  even  a dea- 
con or  elder,  the  forlorn  remnant  of  the  people  of  Cherry 
Valley  who  bad  escaped  the  ravages  of  war  and  of  the 
massacre,  true  to  their  pious  training,  out  of  their  desire  to 
worship  God,  and  under  the  leadership  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate, assume  that  right  to  form  themselves  into  a church, 
which  is  inherent  in  Christians  in  such  circumstances, 
without  regard  to  precedent  or  ecclesiastical  succession. 
The  war,  which  so  severely  tried  the  colonies,  received  its 
finishing  stroke  in  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown 
in  October,  17S1  ; but  it  was  not  till  late  in  17S3  that  the 
armies  were  disbanded,  a treaty  with  Great  Britain  having 
been  signed  in  September  that  year.  For  a space  the  ener- 
gies of  the  young  nation  seemed  paralyzed  with  its  efforts, 
and  with  the  vision  of  its  success.  It  was  not  till  the 
second  year  after  this  that  the  survivors  of  Cherry  Valley 
came  to  search  amid  the  thicket  of  young  vegetation  for 
the  boundaries  of  their  farms  and  the  relies  of  their  homes. 
They  met  informally,  as  we  have  seen,  to  take  measures  for 
the  rehabilitation  of  their  church,  and  the  advertisement 
was  set  up  in  March,  17'J5. 

There  is  something  extremely  impressive  in  the  thought 
of  that  assemblage  of  returned  “ exiles”  in  the  meeting- 
house yard,  deliberating  in  the  cold  March  air,  amid  the 
blackened  ruins  of  their  sanctuary  and  the  graves  of  their 
dead,  upon  the  prospects  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  God. 
The  artist,  seeking  to  perpetuate  upon  the  canvas  the  spirit 
of  that  earnest  period,  could  scarcely  find  a more  fitting  sub- 
ject for  his  pencil.  Great  drifts  of  snow  there  frequently 
still  cover  the  ground  at  that  season  ; but,  if  otherwise,  we 
may  imagine  the  unpromising  features  of  the  landscape 
which  formed  the  ground  of  the  picture  ; the  arching  stems 
of  the  raspberry  making  a tangle  over  the  low  gravestones, 
through  which  it  was  difficult  to  walk  ; the  trees  bare  of 
leaves;  the  nearer  hills  lonely  and  gray,  save  where  patches 
of  the  hemlock  varied  the  tone  with  touches  of  blackness; 
and  the  distant  summits  far  down  tho  valley  fading  to 
shades  of  cold  steel-blue  under  the  cloudy  and  threatening 
sky.  The  costumes  of  the  figures,  the  brown  doublet  or 
heavily  caped  greatcoat  of  gray  ; tho  blue  Continental  uni- 
form, and  rough  hunter’s  logging  of  leather,  would  give  di- 
versity to  the  group;  hut  what  a master-hand  must  not  it 
he  that  could  render  the  firm  and  rugged  lines  iu  the  faces 
of  the  men ! 

The  names  of  twenty-one  electors  are  recorded  who 
elected  three  trustees,  Samuel  Clyde,  John  Campbell,  Jr., 
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and  James  Willson.  The  last  accompanied  Lindesay  in 
1739  when  he  came  to  locate  his  patent,  and  seems  to  have 
been  the  surveyor.  He  purchased  a farm  in  1745,  and  the 
old  parchment  deed  describes  him  as  the  high  sheriff  of 
Albany  county,  which  at  that  earliest  period  extended  over 
this  district.  The  returning  officers  were  Colonel  Campbell 
and  Wm.  Dickson,  the  latter  the  ancestor  of  Rev.  Cyrus 
Dickson,  of  New  York. 

The  corporate  body  was  kept  up  from  this  time  onward ; 
but  in  the  first  years  the  church  was  left  to  care  for  itself 
without  the  assistance  of  a regular  minister,  worship  being 
maintained  with  such  temporary  help  as  could  from  time  to 
time  be  procured  in  a region  so  isolated.  Ry  1790  a meet- 
ing-house had  been  erected,  but  from  subsequent  records 
of  the  post-revolutionary  church  seems  for  many  years  to 
have  beeu  without  regular  furniture,  and  in  the  barest  pos- 
sible condition.  In  179G  the  names  of  fifty-four  others 
are  entered  as  “members  of  the  first  Presbyterian  congre- 
gation.” Among  these  is  that  of  Rev.  Solomon  Spaulding, 
a man  whose  literary  labors  subsequently  became  an  in- 
strument in  supporting  the  most  scandalous  imposture  our 
county  has  produced.  We  read  in  Scripture  of  an  old 
prophet  at  Bethel,  who  preferred  dwelling  among  the  ten 
tribes  to  ministering  to  the  faithful  people,  and  whose  pref- 
erence therein  ultimately  led  to  deplorable  mischief.  Mr. 
Spaulding  doubtless  anticipated  no  such  results,  but  having 
abandoned  the  ministry,  he  devoted  his  leisure  to  some 
unprofitable  speculations  about  those  same  lost  Tribes  of 
Israel.  On  this  he  wrote  a romance,  detailing  an  imaginary 
history,  and  identifying  them  with  the  aborigines  of  this 
continent,  whom  lie  describes  as  coming  to  this  country  by 
a long  journey  through  various  lands  from  Jerusalem, 
under  two  leaders,  Ncphi  and  Lelii,  and  giving  rise  to  the 
traces  of  art  and  civilization  which  exist  in  the  mounds, 
and  other  relics  which  still  are  so  perplexing  a problem  to 
scholars.  The  MS.  of  this  work  being  sent  to  a printing- 
office,  where  its  absurdity  caused  it  to  be  refused,  it  was 
copied  by  one  Rigdon  and  thence  came  into  the  hands  of 
Joseph  Smith,  the  pretended  prophet  of  the  “ Latter-Day 
Saints,”  became  the  source  of  the  pretended  revelations  of 
the  “ Golden  Leaves,”  and  now  survives,  with  a few  ad- 
ditions from  Scripture,  as  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Somewhere  before  this  time  an  energetic  effort  was  made 
in  behalf  of  education,  and  a handsome  building  was  erected 
for  an  academy,  which  long  exerted  the  happiest  influ- 
ence on  the  culture  of  the  neighborhood,  and  sent  out 
numbers  of  men  who  became  prominent  throughout  the 
country.  Mr.  Spaulding  appears  to  have  taught  in  this 
^ institution,  and  doubtless  lie  occasionally  preached  in  the 
church,  and  baptized  the  children.  But  in  this  year  both 
church  and  school  were  to  secure  the  services  of  a man 
whose  labors  in  the  latter  soon  raised  it  to  great  efficiency, 
and  who  himself  rapidly  rose  to  eminence  as  an  eloquent 
divine  and  efficient  supporter  of  education.  An  entry  in 
the  Record,  Aug.  15, 179t>,  states  that  the  question  “ whether 
this  society  will  give  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kliphalet  Nutt  a call  to 
settle  as  our  minister,”  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and 
a subscription  opened  to  raise  money  for  his  support. 

Dr.  Ni  >tt  came  from  Connecticut  in  the  summer  of  1795, 
as  a licentiate  missionary  to  these  parts,  being  then  at  the  I 


age  of  twenty-one  and  recently  married  ; reaching  the  place 
by  the  great  turnpike  from  Albany,  by  which  this  country 
was  soon  to  be  opened  up  to  rapid  development,  but  which 
was  then  only  recently  cut  through,  and  passable  onlv  on 
horseback.  He  himself  describes  the  pleasing  emotions 
with  which  he  gazed  down  upon  the  smiling  valley  with  its 
nestling  village  and  waving  cultivated  fields,  after  the  rough 
uninhabited  country  which  intervened  for  long  distances 
between  it  and  the  more  easterly  settlements.*  Filled  with 
melancholy  thoughts  at  his  lonely  situation  in  a region  so 
distant,  and  where  he  supposed  all  would  be  entire  strangers, 
he  stopped  at  a house  to  ask  for  some  refreshment,  when  to 
his  surprise  he  was  greeted  by  name.  It  was  an  old  Con- 
necticut acquaintance,  Mr.  Ozias  Waldo,  who  received  him 
mosteordially,  and  at  once  urgently  besought  that  he  would 
tarry  and  take  charge  of  the  church,  of  which  himself  long 
after  continued  an  active  and  useful  member.  Engagements 
further  on  required  Mr.  Notts  attention  ; but  the  call  was 
made  out,  and  after  some  hesitation  he  returned  and  took 
up  his  labors  as  both  preacher  in  the  church  and  teacher 
in  the  academy,  which  was  soon  thronged  with  pupils.  In 
his  letter  of  acceptance,  a characteristic  document  recorded 
in  his  own  hand,  he  dwells  on  the  “distance  from  minis- 
terial assistance  and  advice”  as  making  him  hesitate,  but 
speaks  of  the  prevalence  of  infidelity  and  the  “destitute 
and  broken  state”  of  the  society,  which  he  calls  a “ solitary 
Zion,”  not  as  deterring,  but  as  the  reasons  for  not  “ de- 
serting” it. 

A proposal  that  the  call  should  require  Mr.  Nott  to 
“ put  himself  under  the  direction  and  inspection  of  the 
presbytery  of  this  State,”  seems  to  have  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Air.  Spaulding  to  present  the  call  to  presbytery ; 
but  apparently  nothing  was  done,  for  the  young  preacher 
was  not  ordained  till  he  became  pastor  at  Albany.  He 
himself,  however,  in  one  of  his  letters,  relates  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  was  led  to  become  a Presbyterian. 
On  his  way  to  the  west  he  stopped  at  Schenectady,  and 
going  into  a prayer-meeting  was  asked  to  preach  bv  Dr. 
John  Blair  Smith,  the  president  of  Union  college.  In  a 
long  conversation  afterwards  he  explained  the  object  of  his 
journey,  which  was  as  a missionary  of  the  Congregational 
church.  But  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  views  of 
his  host,  that  as  the  New  England  people  and  the  Presby- 
terians in  the  new  region  were  so  much  in  accord  on  points 
! and  doctrines,  it  seemed  unwise  and  unchristian  to  encourage 
| them  in  maintaining  a profitless  division  of  their  strength. 

| that  they  ought  to  be  induced  to  unite,  and  join  efforts  in 
the  Master's  cause.  These  arguments  gave  a new  direction 
to  the  young  man’s  life  ; he  abandoned  Congregationalism, 
and  lent  his  influence  to  form  that  “plan  of  union”  which 
led  to  the  building  up  of  so  many  large  and  prosperous 
churches.  There  is  no  record  of  the  results  of  his  labors 
as  the  supply  of  the  little  congregation,  and  his  stav  ex- 
j tended  to  but  two  years.  But  he  here  first  established  his 
household,  made  ties  of  friendship  which  lasted  as  1 ng  - 
his  extended  life,  and  formed  that  attachment  for  the  j > • ■ 
which  caused  it  ever  to  dwell  in  his  memorv  among  in- 
most pleasing  associations.  He  loved  to  revisit  the  b> m- 
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tiful  valley  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  early  endeavors, 
and*  in  his  old  age  he  resolved  plans  for  giving  it  lastin'' 
benefit  by  aidin''  in  the  establishment  of  its  ancient  academy 
on  the  basis  of  a substantial  endowment. 

In  1708  his  young  wife  was  conveyed  for  her  health  to 
Ballston  Springs,  whose  waters  were  already  becoming 
famous.  There  is  some  obscurity  in  the  accounts,  hut  it 
appears  to  have  been  at  this  time  that  he  tarried  at  Sche- 
nectady, being  on  his  way  to  sec  his  wife,  and  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  presbytery  of  Albany  at  Salem,  when  Dr. 
Smith,  after  hearing  him  preach,  urged  him  to  return  by 
way  of  Albany,  and  occupy  the  pulpit  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  there,  which  was  then  vacant.  Whether  he  was  then 
already  a member  of  presbytery,  as  his  Memoirs  state  tin 
which  case  we  should  expect  that  he  would  have  been  or- 
dained and  installed,  on  being  received  by  it,  over  his 
Cherry  Valley  charge),  or  whether  he  made  his  journey  for 
the  purpose  of  connecting  himself  with  the  presbytery, 
with  installation  then  in  view,  is  not  clear.  At  all  events 
the  journey  lost  him  to  Cherry  Valley;  he  preached  at 
Albany,  was  immediately  called  to  that  important  charge, 
and  a few  years  later  had  become  famous  among  the  clergy- 
men of  the  country.  In  1804  he  became  president  of 
Union  college,  where  for  an  extended  period  he  filled  that 
sphere  of  eminence  and  usefulness,  whose  events  are  a part 
of  the  history  of  our  progress  during  the  past  century. 

By  the  loss  of  its  minister  the  little  church  was  again 
left  to  its  own  meagre  resources  in  its  difficult  struggle,  and 
several  years  elapsed  before  it  secured  the  services  of  a 
regular  pastor.  Trustees  were  regularly  elected  each  year, 
but  no  minister  is  mentioned,  except  Mr.  Spaulding,  till 
18U2,  when  Rev.  Thos.  Kirby  Kirkham  was  employed  for 
at  least  one  year,  one-quarter  of  his  time  to  be  devoted  to 
Middlcficld.  In  Dr.  Nott  s time  efforts  had  been  made  to 
furnish  the  church,  and  the  proposal  started  to  erect  a better 
one.  It  seems  to  have  been  greatly  needed,  for  so  unat- 
tractive was  its  appearance  that  it  is  related  that  a traveler 
on  passing  it  exclaimed,  “ that  he  had  many  times  seen  the 
house  of  God,  but  never  before  had  he  beheld  the  Lord’s 
barn  !”  It  stood  on  the  site  of  the  previous  one  in  the 
graveyard,  a plain  building,  fifty  feet  square,  without 
steeple  or  ornament.  Within  was  a gallery  on  three  sides, 
and  on  the  fourth  was  a round,  barrel  pulpit  mounted  on  a 
post,  the  pews  being  of  the  high-backed,  square,  uncomfort- 
able pattern  usual  at  the  period,  neither  padded  nor  cush- 
ioned. For  many  years  there  was  neither  chimney  nor 
stove,  any  more  than  the  old  Covenanters  had  when  they 
met,  in  conventicle  on  the  Scotch  hillsides.  The  feeble 
wurfuth  of  the  foot-stoves  carried  by  the  women  barely 
sufficed  to  keep  the  congregation  from  freezing  as  tliev 
listened  to  Dr.  Nott’s  young  and  fervid  oratory  in  the  keen 
air  of  winter.  The  writer  has  more  than  once  preached  in 
Cherry  Valley  when  t lie  thermometer  outside  was  at  eighteen 
or  twenty  degrees  below  zero  ; and  when  it  was  at  that  static 
inside,  what  must  not  have  been  the  devotion  that  could 
keep  a congregation  together!  We  do  not  wonder  at  find- 
ing a record  that  there  should  be  but  one  service  at  that 
season  of  the  year.  Mr.  lvirkham’s  labors  seem  to  have 
led  to  litttlo  fruit,  and  he  appears  uot  to  have  been  re- 
engaged. 


We  have  seen  that  the  church  was  organized  hitherto  in 
that  somewhat  informal  manner  which  circumstances  per- 
mitted. A body  of  Christians  desiring  to  worship  God, 
they  had  builded  a church  and  employed  ministers  to  main- 
tain the  ordinances  so  far  as  they  could  be  obtained.  They 
evidently  endeavored  to  regain  that  presbyterial  recognition 
which  they  had  before  the  war;  but  this  their  remoteness 
prevented,  or  their  insignificance  failed  to  evoke.  Dr.  Nott 
being  without  ordination  prevented  the  institution  of  new 
elders,  though  one  or  two  who  had  been  such  in  the  old 
church  are  believed  to  have  been  on  the  ground.  Old 
“ Deacon”  John  Moore  had  been  a chaplain  in  the  first  pro- 
vincial congress  of  New  York,  in  1775,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  With  such  facts,  it  would  seem  an  absurd  piece 
of  punctiliousness  to  assert,  on  account  of  some  unavoida- 
ble defects,  that  they  were  not  a church.  An  army  does  not 
cease  to  be  an  army  because  its  officers  have  fallen.  They 
had  the  fact  that  they  were  a Christian  body  united  for 
worship  ; they  had  set  up  the  house  of  God  sixty  years 
before.  Old  Dominic  Dunlop  had  gone  hundreds  of  miles 
to  presbytery  ; as  soon  as  they  returned  from  exile,  before 
their  own  houses  were  rebuilt,  they  had  solemnly  met  in 
the  grave-yard  to  rehabilitate  the  sanctuary.  The  church 
members  were  there,  and  they  called  themselves  a “ Pres- 
byteriau  church  and  congregation.”  They  had  had  one 
pastor,  and  had  employed  at  least  two  other  preachers  of 
the  gospel.  No  temporary  neglects  or  iiaws  in  the  strict 
routine  of  ecclesiastical  order  could  destroy  the  fact  that 
that  they  were  a church  of  Christ  and  a Presbyterian 
church.  But  despite  all  this  a precisian  now  appears  who 
swept  it  all  aside,  and,  seemingly  on  his  own  responsibility, 
took  it  in  hand,  forsooth,  to  give  it  existence,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  impress  upon  it  a new  character,  and  intro- 
duce usages  entirely  foreign  to  its  wont.  In  January,  1SU4, 
Rev.  Isaac  Lewis  came  from  Cooperstown,  then  a small 
place  not  long  settled,  and  finding  the  church  without  a 
pastor  or  active  officers  (though  the  members  still  held 
together,  and  meetings  for  prayer  were  kept  up  weekly), 
not  only  lent  his  assistance  to  ordain  elders  in  the  church, 
but  treated  it  as  if  it  were  not  in  existence,  as  the  record 
runs  in  the  session-book,  “ organized  into  a church"  a 
certain  number,  only  fourteen  in  all,  whose  names  are  re- 
corded. Mr.  Lewis,  the  author  of  this  doubtless  well- 
meant,  but  rather  sweeping  and  gratuitous  measure,  was  a 
Presbyterian,  but  seems  to  have  been  reared  under  Congre- 
gational usages,  and  it  was  under  his  influence  and  at  this 
time  that  the  church  was  led  to  impose  upon  itself  a long 
and  dogmatical  “ confession  of  faith”  and  “covenant  after 
the  Congregational  fashion,  apparently  ignoraut,  or  else 
forgetful,  that  the  proper  and  only  authorized  standards  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  are  those  of  the  Westminster  as- 
sembly, adopted  by  general  assembly  in  1788.  Half  a 
dozen  years  later,  Mr.  Cooley,  better  acquainted  with  Pres- 
byterian ways,  brought  this  anomaly  in  the  practice  of  the 
church  to  the  notice  of  session,  and  appended  a note  to  the 
record,  stating  that  “ the  session  thinks  it  not  proper  to 
require  it  of  members,  inasmuch  as  the  printed  confession 
of  the  Presb\ teri.m  church  {i.e.  tint  Westminster)  clearly 
and  fully  express  all  articles  of  faith  and  practice  derived 
from  the  word  ol  God.’  pl811.)  Notwithstanding  this  re- 
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pudiation  some  later  pastors  revived  the  use  of  them,  and 
• in  1S.)4  they  were  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  In  August, 
1873,  they  were  formally  set  aside  by  session,  and  the 
action,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

The  effort  secured  little  fruit  beyond  amending  the  organ- 
ization and  enrollment  of  the  fourteen  members.  There 
are  evident  traces  that  the  innovation  was  displeasing  to 
the  old  members,  who  had  always  seen  believers  added  to 
the  church  on  the  simple  terms  of  repentance  towards  God 
and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  under  the  old 
Westminster  symbols,  literally  construed,  and  with  the 
largest  respect  for  the  right  of  private  judgment,  as  was 
usual  in  the  Scotch  church.  Not  till  three  years  later 
did  any  of  the  old  stock  allow  their  names  to  be  entered, 
when  four  only  were  received,  not  on  their  subscribing  to 
the  covenant,  but  on  the  ground  that  they  had  been  mem- 
bers in  Mr.  Dunlop’s  time,  while  many  others  remained 
out  altogether,  as  we  infer  from  the  absence  of  so  many  of 
the  old  names,  especially  of  the  men,  from  the  roll. 

A long  narrative,  under  date  1806,  records  the  goodness 
and  mercy  of  God  in  answering  the  prayers  of  the  church 
for  an  “ ambassador  to  watch  over  the  Hock  of  Christ  and 
warn  sinners  to  repentance,”  by  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Geo. 
Hall,  who  was  called  in  February  on  a salary  of  §500. 

• The  old  church  was  uow  so  out  of  repair  as  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  health  in  winter,  and  it  was  proposed  that  service 
be  held  iu  “ the  south  room  of  the  academy,  excepting 
on  every  fifth  Sabbath  that  the  Episcopalians  expect  their 
pastor  to  preach  there,”  which  is  the  first  uotice  of  a wor- 
shiping body  of  Episcopalians  among  us.  The  pastor  re- 
ferred to  was  doubtless  the  widely  useful  Father  Nash,  the 
pioneer  of  Episcopacy  in  these  parts.  The  old  meeting- 
house told  on  Mr.  Hall’s  health  severely,  and  he  resigned 
iu  1807. 

Luther  Rich,  a name  often  seen  on  the  records,  was  in 
1801  elected  to  the  constitutional  convention,  of  which 
Aaron  Burr  was  president,  as  was  Joseph  Clyde  iu  that  of 
1821.  Rev.  Andrew  Oliver  was  then  pastor  at  Springfield, 
and  appears  to  have  lent  his  service  to  our  church  from 
time  to  time  during  the  three  years  before  a pastor  was 
again  settled.  In  Mr.  Notts  day  the  Springfield  church  is 
spoken  of  as  applying  for  his  ministration  tor  half  the 
time,  an  overture  which  was  refused,  but  which  shows 
there  was  a church  there  as  early  as  1707.  In  1SU0,  Rev. 
Jedediah  Bushnell,  a missionary,  visited  the  place,  and  a 
revival  broke  out,  which  extended  to  several  other  towns, 
and  seventeen  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  31  r. 
Oliver  became  their  pastor  in  1806.  The  Baptists  had 
£ formed  a church  in  Springfield  in  1797,  under  Elder  Win. 
Furman,  which  flourished. 

Rev.  Jesse  Townsend  preached  in  the  summer  of  1810; 
but  at  the  close  of  that  season  was  to  begin  the  first  ex- 
tended pastorate  of  this  period  of  the  old  church.  It  was 
that  of  Rev.  Eli  F.  Cooley,  LL.l).,  a well-educated,  pru- 
dent, and  able  man,  who  had  graduated  at  Princeton  in 
1806,  and  having  concluded  the  required  three  years  of 
theological  study,  came  as  a licentiate  of  the  presbytery  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  began  to  preach  in  October,  having 
been  called  in  August.  An  earnest  effort  was  made  to 
secure  his  services,  and  §600  hating  been  raised  on  his 
17 


salary,  he  determined  upon  a permanent  settlement,  and 
was  installed  by  the  presbytery  of  Oneida  in  February 
following. 

The  fourteen  members  had,  in  the  six  years  till  he  came, 
risen  to  thirty-seven,  but  when  he  retired,  in  1820,  the 
list  had  swelled  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-six,  the  best 
evidences  both  of  the  prosperity  of  the  place,  and  the 
efficiency  of  his  labors.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  in  March,  1S20,  on  account  of  the  in- 
adequate support,  lie  died,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  i860. 

Among  the  more  prominent  men  whose  names  are  asso- 
ciated with  the  church  at  this  period  and  the  years  succeed- 
ing  were,  as  trustees,  Lester  Holt,  Levi  Beardsley,  James 
Brackett,  Isaac  Seelye,  and  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  most  of 
' whom  were  lawyers  of  great  ability.  The  last  mentioned 
was  an  author  of  considerable  merit.  Ilis  “ Political  His- 
tory of  the  State  of  New  York,”  and  “ Life  and  Times  of 
Silas  Wright,”  are  works  of  standard  authority,  and  ex- 
tremely valuable  contributions  to  historical  literature.  He 
was  a member  of  congress  in  1S15-18.  Mr.  Beardsley 
was  a prominent  citizen  and  a lawyer  of  wide  reputation. 

Dr.  Joseph  White  and  Alvan  Stewart  were  widely  known 
and  universally  respected,  the  former  (who,  though  an 
Episcopalian,  co-operated  with  the  church  for  some  time) 
as  a physician  of  remarkable  capacity,  whose  practice  em- 
braced an  area  of  very  great  extent,  the  latter  as  a radical 
reformer  and  man  of  original  genius  and  great  wit,  who 
became  one  of  the  earliest  apostles  of  the  temperance  cause 
and  in  the  abolition  of  slavery.  As  elders,  besides  Joshua 
Tucker,  Elijah  Belcher,  and  Jason  Wright,  who  begin  the 
list,  the  most  efficient  were  Ozias  Waldo,  Samuel  Hunting- 
ton,  James  O.  Morse,  and  David  II.  Little.  31  r.  Little,  an 
elder  from  1832  to  1879,  when  he  removed  to  Rochester, 
was  identified  with  the  religious  concerns  of  this  region  till 
his  death,  iu  1873.  James  Otis  3Iorse,  au  elder  from  1821, 
was  eminent  in  the  law,  and  exerted  a wide  influence  in 
public  affairs.  His  portrait  and  that  of  his  wife,  two  re- 
markable pictures,  the  work  of  the  great  inveutor  of  the 
telegraph,  in  his  early  artist  days,  adorn  the  walls  of  the 
family  mansion.  Portraits  of  Dr.  and  3Irs.  White,  by  the 
same  hand,  are  in  the  possession  of  their  descendant.  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Cox.  Perhaps  the  most  zealous  and  certainly  the 
most  successful  among  the  long  list  of  ministers  this  church 
has  had  was  Rev.  John  Truair,  who  was  called  iu  July, 
1S20,  he  having,  with  31r.  Cooley,  3Ir.  Oliver,  aud  others, 
formed  the  presbytery  of  Otsego  in  1819,  when  the  old 
Oneida  presbytery  was  divided.  He  was  of  English  birth, 
a man  educated,  talented,  and  full  of  vim ; of  excessive  ac- 
tivity, of  great  and  persuasive  powers  as  a speaker,  and  so 
successful  iu  bringing  souls  to  Christ  as  to  merit  comparison 
with  preachers  of  the  type  of  3Ir.  3Ioody.  His  pastorate, 
though  of  less  than  two  years,  was  a time  of  extraordinary 
growth.  Forty-six  persons  were  at  once  added  to  the  church 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  he  came,  aud  one  hundred  and  twenty 
the  next.  Traces  of  his  activity  are  seen  in  the  frequt  my 
with  which  ho  assembled  his  efficient  session,  thirty-eight 
sittings  being  held  iu  the  year  and  three-quarters  while  he 
was  pastor,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  six  in  a single  m "Oth. 
lie  was  seized  with  great  zeal  to  save  the  godle.'-s  s.-ann  n 
of  New  loth;  and  his  vehemence  is  exhibited  in  the  ter- 
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vid  and.  urgent  reasoning  of  a Ion*'  letter  he  recorded.  when 
beseeching  permission  to  withdraw  in  order  to  undertake  a 
work  among  that  unpromising  class,  to  which  he  had  re- 
ceived an  earnest  summons,  and  for  which  his  rugged  elo- 
quence no  doubt  eminently  fitted  him.  The  value  the  church 
placed  on  this  extraordinary  man  is  seen  in  their  granting 
him  six  months’  leave  of  absence,  owing  to  ill  heath,  with 
continued  pay.  and  supplying  his  pulpit,  Rev.  Charles 
James  Cook  being  secured  for  the  purpose.  His  request 
was  most  reluctantly  consented  to.  He  had  the  restless, 
untiring  spirit  of  an  evangelist  and  successful  harvester  of 
souls,  for  which  the  seed  had  been  planted  by  faithful  pre- 
decessors. The  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved  March  24, 
1822,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  he  celebrated  his  last 
communion  with  the  people  who  prized  him  so  well,  eight 
more  having  been  added  to  the  church,  making  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  in  all,  and  swelling  the  list  to  four 
hundred,  certainly  a strong  church  for  that  day. 

Before  Mr.  Cooley  left,  a serious  effort  had  been  made  to 
erect  a new  church  by  the  appointment  of  a committee, 
among  whom  were  Mr.  Morse  and  Oliver  Judd,  the  latter 
the  head  of  an  ingenious  family  who  came  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  established  themselves  in  the  manufacture  of  iron, 
and  all  of  whom  being  musical,  long  sustained  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  of  song.  Edwin  Judd,  who  might  have  been 
called,  like  Aristides,  the  just,  bore  the  character  of  a Nestor 
to  the  village,  and  sang  in  the  choir  for  forty  years,  scarcely 
missing  a Sunday.  Mr.  Truair  imparted  fresh  energy  to 
the  building  movement,  but  his  departure  delayed  the  plan 
for  a few  years  longer.  The  church,  however,  was  not  to 
sink  again  into  inactivity,  for  scarce  a month  had  passed 
when  Rev.  Charles  Fitch,  a Princetonian  licentiate,  was 
called,  and  Aug.  22,  1822,  he  was  ordained.  The  old 
church  was  now  too  ruinous  for  use ; a proposal  to  repair  it 
was  negatived,  and  a fresh  committee  instructed  to  devise 
ways  and  draft  a plan  for  another,  the  services  being  held 
meanwhile  in  the  Laucasterian  school-house.  An  inkling  of 
the  usages  of  life  at  that  period  is  seen  in  the  record  that  a 
certain  apprentice  was  suspended  from  the  church  for  run- 
ning away  from  his  ffiaster  to  parts  unknown  ; and  entries 
of  the  period  fill  long  pages  with  the  painful  and  sometimes 
ludicrous  accounts  of  regular  trials  in  case  of  discipline. 
The  conditions  of  religious  life  seem  to  have  improved  since 
then,  and  perhaps  there  has  been  some  accession  of  discreet- 
ness to  the  church.  Mr.  Fitch  was  not  well  sustained,  and 
applied  for  a dismissal  November,  1824,  leaving  the  spring 
following.  Rev.  James  B.  Ambler  succeeded,  as  stated 
supply,  from  May,  1825,  till  July,  1827.  The  efforts  in 
regard  to  a new  building  were  crowned  with  success  in  that 
year,  and  the  white  frame  ciifrch  reared  its  handsome 
steeple  to  a height  of  about  a hundred  feet  in  the  air.  Ir, 
was  in  the  classic  style  then  so  universally  in  vogue  ; appar- 
ently modeled  after  one  of  the  numerous  churches  of  8ir 
Christopher  \\  run,  and  became  in  its  turn  the  model  of 
many  churches  in  this  part  of  the  country.  In  front  was 
a portico  with  four  elegant  Tuscan  pillars,  above  which  rose 
the  steeple,  story  on  story,  to  thesummit.  which  was  adorned 
with  a tinned  dome,  and  gilt  ball  and  vane,  the  latter  being 
the  same  that  surmounts  the  present  spire.  The  gallery  oc- 
cupied three  sides,  the  pulpit  being  between  the  entrances, 


with  choir  and  small  organ  above  it.  The  old  meeting- 
house was  sold  and  the  proceeds  devoted  to  fencing  the 
venerated  and  historic  burial-ground,  the  new  church  hav- 
ing been  built  upon  the  site  now  occupied,  a short  distance 
further  up  the  street.  The  church  was  painted  in  that 
dazzling  white  so  invariably  chosen  for  the  structures  of 
the  American  village  of  the  period  ; whether  to  delude  the 
beholder  into  the  idea  that  he  was  gazing  on  classic  forms 
in  marble,  or  because  white  being,  as  philosophers  tell  us, 
the  sum  of  all  the  hues  of  the  rainbow  united,  it  was 
thought  impossible  to  go  wrong  with  it.  It  at  all  events 
seems  to  have  been  considered  as  the  beau  ideal  for  an  cle- 
ment of  harmony  with  the  intense  green  of  the  window- 
blinds  and  the  surrounding  verdure.  But  it  was  a very 
pretty  church,  as  was,  and  still  is,  the  village  itself;  em- 
bosomed in  lovely  maples  (thanks  to  an  old  fellow  named 
Gregg,  who  set  them  out  at  a shilling  apiece)  and  set 
round  about  witli  hills,  whose  tops  w’ere  crowned  with  nod- 
ding forests,  with  its  little  irregular  square,  on  which  were 
the  taverns,  the  bank,  and  the  stores,  and  to  which  con- 
verged the  four  or  five  highways  that  came  in  from  among 
the  fragrant  fields  in  as  many  different  directions,  and  with 
its  three  or  four  churches,  its  pleasant  houses,  and  green, 
shady  lawns.  The  demands  of  business  had  led  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Central  bank  as  early  as  181(1,  being 
then  the  only  bank  in  this  region,  and  in  1820  Mr.  Ho 
ratio  J.  Olcott  came  here  as  its  cashier,  since  which  period 
bis  name  has  been  a part  of  the  history  of  the  church,  and 
a power  in  the  financial  concerns  of  the  region,  being  a 
most  serviceable  supporter  of  the  former  in  various  capac- 
ities, especially  as  the  efficient  treasurer,  and  becoming  an 
elder  in  1875.  Many  of  those  who  had  been  prepared  for 
life  in  the  academy  reaped  success  in  various  fields,  and  as 
its  importance  as  a place  of  enterprise  declined  some  of 
them  gradually  returned  to  enjoy  a more  leisurely  life,  and 
the  old  village  assumed  the  air  of  a place  of  prosperous  and 
quiet  retirement.  The  sulphur  waters  of  Sharon  and  Rich- 
field, on  either  hand,  began  to  attract  numbers  of  people 
every  summer  in  search  of  health  or  of  purer  air,  who 
loved  to  drive  out  to  Cherry  Valley  to  enjoy  its  charming 
and  extensive  prospects,  and  those  of  them  that  were  priv- 
ileged share  the  social  cheer  of  its  delightful  homes. 

Among  those  who  came  back  to  enjoy  the  felicities  of 
rural  life  at  different  times  were  Judge  George  C.  Clyde  and 
Samuel  Campbell,  Esq.,  who  retired  after  successful  careers 
at  the  bar  or  on  the  bench,  and  Messrs.  George  B.  Ripley 
and  Henry  Iloseboom,  who  retired  from  mercantile  life. 
All  were  descended  from  old  settled  families,  and  by  their 
interest  in  church  affairs  greatly  compensated  tor  the  love 
of  those  who  were  departing.  Mr.  Clyde,  who  returned 
in  1S52,  was  judge  of  the  county  of  Columbia,  and  died  in 
1808.  II is  was  a family  of  influence,  his  grandfather, 
Colonel  Clyde,  having  been  the  magistrate  under  whose  call 
the  church  had  reassembled  after  the  war. 


Rev.  C.  \V.  D.  Tappan  was  called  March,  1828,  but  was 
dismissed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  accessions  Wore 
slender  at  that  period,  and  causes  had  begun  to  work  which 
greatly  diminished  the  importance  of  the  village,  commer- 
cially, as  well  as  the  prominence  of  the  church.  As  l have 
hinted,  the  character  of  the  place  was  changing  through 
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* causes  that  wore  irresistible ; new  lines  of  travel  were  opening 
up  which  diverted  that  stream  of  life  which  had  hitherto 
poured  through  and  drained  off  much  of  its  young  and 
enterprising  talent.  The  Erie  canal  was  completed  in 
1825,  and  a few  years  later  the  locomotive  followed  along 
the  level  stretch  bordering  the  Mohawk,  and  across  the  low 
divide  to  the  lakes,  which  constitute  the  natural  channel  of 
commerce  from  the  east  to  the  west.  The  old  highway 
along  the  hills  became  a deserted  country  road.  The  mere 
rivulet  only  of  traffic  was  left  from  the  south  to  the  canal 
and  railway.  At  a later  time  this  also  was  dried  by  the 
building  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad  south  of 
us;  when  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  regain  communi- 
cation with  the  outer  world  by  a railroad  of  our  own,  or 
sink  into  entire  insignificance,  an  ineffectual  attempt  towards 
this  same  end  by  carrying  a plank-road  to  Fort  Plain,  in 
1850,  only  serving  to  demonstrate  the  necessity.  This 
however,  is  anticipating. 

When  Rev.  Alex.  M.  Cowan  was  called.  Oct.  8,  1829, 
there  were  still  212  members,  but  at  the  end  of  his  time, 
notwithstanding  some  50  additions,  the  losses  being  greater 
than  the  gain,  the  total  had  fallen  to  208.  Installed  Feb- 
ruary, 1830,  he  remained  till  September,  1833.  Frequent 
mention  is  now  made  of  dismissals  to  the  two  Methodist 
churches  of  the  village,  which  about  this  time  began  to 
spring  up,  besides  numerous  others  of  that  and  other  de- 
nominations in  every  surrounding  hamlet. 

From  this  period  to  the  year  1S63  the  church  was  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  following,  sucessively  : Rev.  William 
Lochead,  Albert  V.  H.  Powell,  William  Lusk,  Geo.  S. 
Boardman,  John  G.  Hall,  James  H.  Dwight,  Alex.  L. 
Twombly,  Edward  P.  Gardner. 

The  history  of  the  church  is  thus  brought  down  to  the 
time  when  the  present  pastor  began  his  labors,  May,  1868, 
his  call  being  dated  February  26,  aud  his  installation  taking 
place  June  18  of  the  same  year. 

From  the  narrative  as  a whole  the  following  may  be  de- 
rived as  a general  summary.  The  church,  founded  in 
1741,  has  existed  over  a period  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  years.  It  has  had  five  successive  church  edifices  in 
three  different  locations.  It  has  received  the  labors  of  twenty- 
two  different  ministers,  including  the  present,  besides  occa- 
sional temporary  supplies.  Of  these  twenty-two,  fifteen  have 
been  regularly  installed  pastors. 

Mr.  Dunlop’s  pastorate  was  violently  ended  after  he  had 
been  on  the  field  for  thirty-seven  years.  Mr.  Cooley  served 
ten  years,  and  Mr.  Hall  seveu.  The  other  pastorates 
ranged  from  five  years  to  one  or  two. 

The  following  is  the  list,  with  the  years  of  their  labors 
[pastors  printed  in  small  caps;  stated  supplies  iu  roman; 
other  supplies  in  italics ]: 


Samuel  Dcni.op 

. 1741-78 

C.  IV.  D.  Tappan 

..  1828-20 

Kliphalel  Nott. 

. 17911-98 

Alex.  M.  Cowan 

..  is;:o-:s:! 

Thus.  K.  Kirkham 

. 1 8t>:t-04 

\ V >i . Lochead 

..  is:s4-:is 

Geo.  Hall 

. 1806-07 

Albert  V.  li.  I’oweli 

..  l s:>8-3‘J 

Jesse  TownsunJ 

. 1 S 1 0 

William  Lusk 

..  IS  11-46 

Eta  F.  Cooley 

. IS  10-20 

Guo.  S.  Roaudman 

..  1847-40 

John  Tim  vmi 

. 1820-22 

Joi!  S (r.  H V l.l 

..  is;>o-;>7 

Chur  ten  .!,<*.  C„„k 

. 1822 

1 Jus.  II.  Dwight 

..  ISdT-.lS 

Charles  Fitch 

. 1822-24 

Alex.  S.  Twombly 

..  1858-62 

Hr, tar  lirnr'UIn, 

. 1 825 

Edward  1’.  G \ud.ner. 

..  1 862-67 

Jas.  11.  Ambler 

. 1826-27 

1 Henry  U.  Swinnkrto 

n 1808 

The  following  is 

a list  of 

the  elders  since  1SU4 

, twenty- 

two  iu  all : 


Joshua  Tucker- 1801 

Elijah  Ii-kherf 1 SO  1 

Juson  Wright! 1894 

John  Horton"' ISO" 

John  Horton.  Jr.f 1SM7 

Ozias  Waldo9 1807 

John  Gault9 1808 

Jesse  Johnson5 1814 

James  Thompson^ 1814 

James  Church  " 1S1G 

Hugh  Robinson9 1810 


I Ephraim  Ilansonf 1 S 1 9 

Samuel  Huntington! 1-19 

James  O.  Morse5 l'Jl 

Allreil  Crufts9 1S21 

lienjamin  Tucker! 1 v; 'J 

David  H.  Little® 1 

Hubbard  Metcalf. Is  HI 

Charles  G.  Huzoltinef is.").! 

A.  Reach  Giles! * lsb'i 

Elijah  R.  Thompson 1875 

Horatio  J.  Olcott 1875 


The  names  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  persons  arc 
on  the  extant  roll  who  at  different  times  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  church  from  1804.  There  is  no  list  of  the 
members  previous  to  the  massacre ; but  presuming  that  ;is 
many  as  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  must  have  been  gath- 
ered during  the  long  ministry  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  we  may 
make  the  total  one  thousand.  The  old  church  has,  there- 
fore, in  heaven  and  on  earth  a numerous  flock,  even  as  it 
has  had  many  shepherds.  It  has  had  a long  history,  and 
has  not  existed  in  vain.  Its  honorable  record  is  worthy  of 
preservation,  and  there  is  a feeling  of  satisfaction  in  sub- 
mitting the  story  of  its  career  as  of  a duty  performed,  such 
as  one  generation  owes  to  those  which  have  preceded  it. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1872,  the  board  of  trustees  received 
the  following  generous  and  unexpected  proposal  iu  regard 
to  a uew  church  edifice : 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
tow  n of  Cherry  Valley: 

Gentlemen, — It  is  now  more  than  forty  years  since  your  present 
church  edifice  was  erected.  Extensive  repairs  would  be  necessary  to 
render  it  comfortable  for  the  society.  I propose  to  render  repairs 
unnecessary  by  the  erection  of  a new  church  edifice,  and  accordingly 
tender  to  you  this  proposition.  If  you  will  authorize  me  to  dispose 
of  the  present  building  in  such  a manner  as  I may  deem  best,  I will 
cause  the  same  to  be  taken  down  or  moved  away,  and  build  aud 
finish  on  the  same  site,  ready  for  use  by  the  congregation,  a suit- 
able edifice  of  stone.  In  this  undertaking  I am  mindful  of  my  fam- 
ily’s connection  with  the  town  since  its  early  settlement,  and  of  that 
family  and  personal  connection  with  the  church  which  has  coutinued 
for  four  generations,  and  propose  to  erect  a building  which  may 
serve  as  a grateful  memorial  to  my  beloved  parents  and  dear  sister, 
deceased,  and  which,  while  it  will  he  an  ornament  to  my  native  town, 
will,  I hope,  prove  a pleasant  and  attractive  religious  home  for  many 
corniug  generations. 

Thankful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  numerous  blessings  bestowed 
upon  my  family  and  myself  in  the  years  that  have  passed,  and  for 
the  opportunity  to  devote  a portion  of  His  good  gifts  to  me  to  His 
service,  I am  very  truly  your  friend  and  co-worker, 

Catherine  Roseboom. 

Cherry  Valley,  May  4,  1S72. 

This  liberal  offer  was  of  course  accepted,  and  on  Sunday. 
May  19,  1S72,  divine  services  were  held  for  the  last  time 
in  the  old  church.  It  was  soon  after  Liken  down,  and  on 
the  11th  day  of  the  following  month  the  foundations  for 
the  new  edifice  were  begun. 

No  sacred  deposits  were  found  in  the  old  foundation. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  July  25,  a brief  historical  account 
of  the  church  (published  in  the  Gazette  of  August  4)  being 
deposited  in  it,  with  other  documents  and  mementos.  The 
work  proceeded  without  accident,  attaining  its  completion 
by  Oct.  1,  1873,  when  the  dedication  took  place,  of  which 
a lull  account  was  also  published  in  the  Gaz-ttc.  with  a 
description  of  the  building.  It  was  a beautiful  day.  and  a 
great  concourse  of  people  filled  the  building  to  overflowing. 

* Deceased.  ! Disuiissed  to  other  churches. 
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Tlie  j’rinted  programme  bore  a list  of  t lie  chief  dates  in 
the  history.  After  tlie  invocation  and  some  responsive 
psalms,  tlie  keys  of  the  edifice  were  received  from  the 
donor,  Miss  Kate  Roseboom,  and  delivered  to  the  trustees 
for  the  use  of  the  people,  by  Hon.  illiam  W.  Campbell, 
who  accompanied  the  act  with  a short  address,  reviewing 
the  career  of  the  church  in  the  past.  After  a reply  by 
Mr.  II.  J.  Olcott,  on  behalf  of  the  trustees  and  the  people, 
expressive  of  their  thanks  for  the  gift,  the  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Anson  J.  Upson,  D.D.,  of  Albany,  from 
Psalm  exxii.  The  church  was  then  solemnly  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  God  in  prayer  by  the  pastor,  and  after  ad- 
dresses by  Rev.  P.  F.  Sanborn  and  F.  B.  Savage,  the 
audience  passed  to  the  lecture-room,  where  a repast  was 
spread. 

Nelson  M.  Whipple,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  is  the  architect 
of  the  building.  The  style  chosen  is  the  early  English, 
inclining  to  the  decorated.  Three  varieties  of  stone  enter 
into  the  composition  of  the  walls,  dark  blue  limestone,  with 
light  gray  foundations  and  coigns,  and  red  New  Jersey 
Bandstonc  arches  and  copings.  While  extremely  plain,  it 
has  an  air  of  great  solidity,  and  presents  an  appearance  of 
cheerful  dignity  and  conscientious  treatment.  The  interior 
is  finished  in  solid  walnut,  the  walls  and  windows  being 
richly  decorated  in  warm  colors,  and  the  upholstering,  etc., 
of  deep  crimson,  in  good  keeping.  The  edifice  has  a cleres- 
tory nave  and  two  aisles.  The  spire,  which  is  150  feet 
high,  occupies  one  angle,  and  being  the  point  of  connection 
between  the  church  proper  and  the  lecture-room  adjoining, 
constitutes  the  central  feature  of  the  front  as  a whole.  On 
the  south  face  of  the  tower  is  the  monogram.  C.  R.,  worked 
in  the  masonry ; and  over  the  porch  the  initials  of  the 
architect.  Beneath  the  rear  part  is  a handsome  parlor,  with 
suitable  closets,  and  a pastor’s  room,  connecting  with  the 
pulpit.  These  apartments  are  the  special  quarters  of  the 
Ladies’  society,  an  institution  which  was  formed  in  1868, 
and  which  has  since  always  been  a most  useful  adjunct  in 
the  work  of  the  church.  Each  new  project  has  generally 
here  been  taken  up  and  commended  to  the  support  of  the 
congregation.  By  this  means  there  have  been  successively 
undertaken  improvements  in  the  heating  and  lighting  of  the 
old  church  and  session-house,  repairs  on  the  parsonage  and 
on  the  organ,  carpets,  upholstery  and  pulpit  furniture  fur 
the  new  church,  the  gas  machines  and  fixtures,  furnishing 
of  the  parlor,  etc.,  besides  much  benevolent  work.  It  has 
thus  proved  a highly  useful  vehicle  in  developing  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  church,  besides  affording  a pleasing  medium 
for  social  intercourse.  Ample  accommodations  for  the 
SunJay-school  are  afforded  in  the  lecture-room,  which  has 
a primary  school-room  attached. 

A most  gratifying  increase  of  interest  was  at  once  no- 
ticeable, several  persons  being  received  into  the  church  on 
the  first  Sabbath  of  its  occupancy.  In  January.  1875, 
union  services  were  held  alternately  with  the  M.  E.  Church 
in  the  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer,  Rev.  W.  F.  Tooke  j 
being  pastor  of  that  church,  and  laboring  assiduously  to  I 
deepen  the  impressions  of  the  people.  An  unusual  degree  I 

of  religious  interest  was  developed.  The  meetings  were  I 

1 1 
sustained  almost  nightly  till  April,  with  effective  assistance  I 

from  Rev.  Mr.  Thurston,  of  Syracuse,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Blinn,  1 


of  Cambridge,  for  some  weeks.  Twenty-six  persons  united 
with  the  church  as  the  fruit  of  this  effort,  one-half  of  whom 
were  men,  and  a number  heads  of  families.  A revival 
followed  the  present  year  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  resulting 
in  an  unprecedented  accession  to  its  numbers,  and  in  which 
we  had  a generous  share.  The  general  improvement  in  the 
state  of  religion  is  not  the  least  happy  effect  of  these  blessed 
visitations,  a deeper  feeling  of  seriousness  having  been 
thrown  over  the  entire  community,  awakening  a more 
earnest  prayerfulness,  and  exciting  the  hope  that  greater 
blessings  are  to  follow.  A Young  Men’s' Christian  Asso- 
ciation has  been  formed,  with  a large  number  of  members. 
The  cause  of  temperance  has  received  fresh  attention  of 
late  years,  and  there  is  a stronger  sentiment  springing  up 
with  respect  to  that  extremely  important  reform. 

The  progress  during  the  period  of  eight  years  embraced 
in  the  present  pastorate  is  indicated  by  the  subjoined  table, 
which  gives  the  baptisms,  the  additions  to  the  church  and 
departures  from  it. 


MEMBEB8HIP.  BAPTISMS. 


The  loss  of  our  academy  has  never  ceased  to  be  the 
subject  of  deep  regret,  and  the  constant  prayer  of  the 
church  lias  been  that  it  might  again  be  revived.  There  is 
now  an  encouraging  prospect  that  this  hope  may  be  realized. 
A handsome  site  has  been  purchased  in  one  of  the  most 
eligible  parts  of  the  village  by  the  liberal  lady  who  lues 
already  done  so  much  for  the  church,  to  which  a large  lot 
has  been  added  as  a gift  by  Mr.  Olcott  and  Mr.  G.  W.  B. 
Bakin  jointly.  The  same  lady  has  in  contemplation  the 
erection  of  a suitable  academical  hall  for  the  purposes  of 
the  school,  of  which  plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  pastor. 
There  is  a house  on  the  property  capable  of  being  remodeled 
for  the  use  of  the  principal.  It  is  hoped  that  all  details 
in  the  scheme  of  this  enterprise  (which  are  still  under  ad- 
visement) will  soon  be  arranged,  and  that  the  ancient  in- 
stitution will  then  enter  afresh  upon  its  career  of  beneficent 
influence. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1876,  the  Centennial  of  American 
Independence  was  made  the  occasion  of  unusual  demon- 
strations and  gratitude  throughout  the  country.  The  Ot- 
sego County  celebration  was  held  at  Cherry  Valley,  and  w:us 
an  occasion  of  great  interest.  The  presidency  of  the  day 
was  fittingly  awarded  to  our  venerable  fellow-citizen,  lion. 
William  W.  Campbell,  who  has  been  identified  usefully 
with  every  local  movement  for  many  years.  No  other  man 
lues  given  such  attention  as  he  has  to  the  traditions  of  this 
part  of  the  country.  It  will  not  be  inappropriate  to  clnso 
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Oliver  Judd  was  a lineal  descendant  of  Deacon  Thomas 
Judd,  who  came  from  England  in  1633,  settled  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1036,  and  to  Farming- 
ton  in  1044. 

He  was  born  in  New  Britain,  Conn.,  June  9,  1782.  In 
early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  in  company 
with  Elihu  Burritt,  serving  a seven  years’  apprenticeship  to 
an  uncle.  In  March,  1804,  he  married,  and,  with  others, 
came  directly  here,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Nov.  24,  1859.  In  addition  to  iron  work,  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sleigh  bells,  and  of  brass  work 
generally;  was  interested,  with  others,  in  making  clocks, 
jewelry,  and  saddlery.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  manu- 
factured largely  harness  and  saddlery  trimmings.  In  1823 
he  established  an  iron  foundry,  which  is  still  carried  on  by 
his  son.  Elected  a magistrate  in  1810,  he  held  the  office  for 
twenty-one  years,  declining  longer  service  on  account  of  other 
engagements.  In  1810,  and  again  in  1825,  he  was  a repre- 
sentative in  the  State  legislature  from  this  county.  Was  post- 
master during  the  administration  of  John  Quincy  Adams. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal  and  subsequent  building 
o£  a railroad  through  the  Mohawk  valley,  he  was  untiring 
in  his  efforts  to  secure  better  communications  with  those 
thoroughfares.  Numerous  explorations  and  surveys  were 
made  looking  to  the  building  of  a railroad  ; but  the  grades  and 
work  were  found  to  be  too  heavy  to  be  practicable.  A plank 
road  was  built  leading  to  both  Canajoharic  and  Fort  Plain. 

The  records  of  school  district  No.  3,  and  of  the  Cherry 
Valley  academy,  attest  his  activity  in  educational  matters. 

Undemonstrative  and  retiring,  making  no  pretensions  or 
professions, his  whole  life'was  onoof  uprightness  and  integrity. 
Singularly  correct  in  his  judgments  and  decisions,  his  opinions 
were  highly  valued  and  continually  sought  in  matters  of  both 
a public  and  private  character. 

In  his  office  of  magistrate  he  was  notorious  as  a peace- 
maker, constantly  adjusting  differences  without  a trial.  In 


so  doing  he  often  innocently  thwarted  the  ambitious  schemes 
of  a troop  of  young  lawyers,  to  say  nothing  of  older  ones, 
with  which  the  locality  abounded. 

On  the  question  of  the  use  of  strong  drink  he  early  took  a 
stand  resulting  in  a life  of  perfect  sobriety. 

When  first  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  it  was  the  custom 
to  hold  courts  for  trials  at  a public-house,  where,  of  course, 
the  fashion  of  the  day  called  for  a great  deal  of  social  drink- 
ing, in  which  lawyers  and  magistrates  naturally  took  part. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  social  drinking  habits  of  the  people 
lay  at  the  foundation  of  intemperance,  he  declared  that  he 
would  neither  treat  nor  be  treated.  He  also  abolished  among 
his  own  workmen  the  social  sprees  then  so  prevalent  in  all 
manufactories.  This  trait  shows  itself  at  the  present  day  in 
his  descendants,  who  are  among  the  most  active  in  the  tem- 
perance cause.  His  public  spirit  and  patriotism  also  appear 
to  have  descended. 

Of  eight  grandchildren  old  enough  and  qualified  to  enter 
the  army  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion,  six  went 
into  the  service  as  volunteers.  Two  of  them  were  killed. 

The  positive,  independent  characteristics  of  his  mind  showed 
themselves  in  his  religious  views. 

Growing  up  under  New  England  orthodox  regime,  and 
having  established  decided  opinions  in  regard  to  the  character 
and  beatitudes  of  his  heavenly  father,  bis  thoughtful  mind 
discerned  what  to  him  seemed  glaring  inconsistencies  with 
those  opinions  in  some  of  the  so-called  essential  doctrines  of 
the  church  societies  of  the  day.  He  became,  and  continued 
for  the  last  fifty  years  of  his  life,  decidedly  Unitarian  in 
sentiment,  esteeming  churches  and  creeds,  forms  and  cere- 
monies, faiths  and  professions  of  value  only’  as  they  contrib- 
uted t<>  righteousness  of  character.  Notwithstanding  this  he 
gave  his  constant  attendance  and  support  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  this  place  ; and  on  the  occasion  of  their  building  a 
new  house  of  worship  in  1827,  was  one  of  three  selected  for 
their  building  committee. 
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tLU  account  of  the  church  with  a brief  notice  of  one  who, 

his  careful  labors,  may  be  said  to  have  saved  an  interest- 
ing chapter  of  American  history  from  oblivion.  I draw 
the  following  chiefly  from  a sketch  given  by  his  friend,  A. 
Su  wart  Morse,  M.D  .,  to  the  N.  Y.  Era,  March  14,  1803. 
His  ancestors,  four  generations  back,  formed  part  of  the 
first  U«]v  of  settlers,  the  farm  selected  being  that  nowoceu- 
j i.sl  hv  himself.  II  is  grandfather  was  the  colonel  who  is 
ox-Dtiotiisl  in  Chapter  II.,  and  his  father  one  of  those  who 
■ m-  taken  prisoners  in  t!?e  massacre  of  which  he  was  the 
L>»t  survivor.  II  is  mother  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  re- 
d .uhtable  Colonel  KIderkin,  of  Windham,  Conn.  3Irs. 
C.itnpU  ll  was  a remarkable  woman,  the  mother,  as  she  used 
to  miv,  of  forty-two  feet  of  boys;  there  being  seven  of  them, 
and  each  at  least  six  feet  tall.  All  became  liberally  edu- 
cated. and  most  of  them  entered  one  or  the  other  of  the 
professions.  The  eldest  was  the  widely-known  Alfred  E. 
Campbell,  D.D.,  of  New  York.  Samuel  retired  from  the 
bar  with  an  ample  fortune,  and  resides  on  a beautiful  estate 
at  Castleton.  John  is  chief  engineer  of  the  Croton  water 
department  of  New  York  city.  Augustus  is  a physician  at 
Galena,  and  George  resides  at  Cherry  Valley.  William, 
prepared  like  all  his  brothers  at  the  old  academy,  was 
graduated  in  1327  at  Union  college,  of  which  he  has  been 
Or  many  years  a trustee,  as  well  as  one  of  the  three  visitors 
of  the  Nott  Trust  Fund.  He  pursued  his  legal  studies  in 
the  office  of  the  eminent  Chancellor  Kent,  whose  firm 
friend-hip  was  of  great  service  to  the  young  lawyer.  In 
1330  a society  of  literature  and  historical  research  was 
formed  at  Cherry  Valley,  out  of  which  grew  his  labors  on 
the  “ Annals  of  Tryon  County,”  and  a number  of  other 
works  of  a historical  and  biographical  character,  whose 
value  led  to  his  being  made  a member  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society. 

In  1843  he  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  city  district 
in  which  he  resided,  and  in  1848  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
superior  court.  After  visiting  Europe  he  retired  to  Cherry 
\ alley,  but  was  called  forth  to  active  life  immediately  in 
1S;>7,  when  he  was  chosen  a judge  of  the  supreme  court 
ot  New  \ork.  Judge  Campbell’s  interest  in  his  native  vil- 
lage and  its  old  church  has  ever  been  peculiarly  earnest, 
and  he  takes  a just  pride  in  his  own  and  his  family's  long 
and  honorable  connection  with  them.  He  labored  zealously 
to  secure  the  construction  of  its  railway,  and  for  that  service, 
as  well  as  for  his  long  and  persistent  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  education  among  us,  with  the  others  who  have 
shared  his  labors,  we  owe  him  lasting  obligations.  The 
lovely  grove  of  maples  on  his  farm,  which  has  long  served 
in  place  of  a park  or  common  to  the  village  on  festal  days,  a 
favorite  resort  lor  the  stroller  or  the  picnic-party,  was 
the  scene  of  a grand  ox-roast  and  jubilation  on  the  occasion 
of  the  completion  of  the  railroad,  the  locomotive  as  it  passed 
the  margin  of  the  grove  waking  the  echoes  with  its  shrill 
whistle,  and  tho  hills  giving  hack  the  unwonted  sound  with 
a clearness  that  seemed  like  the  welcome  to  a fresh  era  in 
their  long  existence,  and  a new  page  in  the  history  of  the 
place.  The  same  grove  was  also  chosen  as  the  place  for  the 
celebration  of  that  joyful  centennial  occasion  which  has 
drawn  forth  such  unusual  expressions  of  mutual  congratu- 
lation all  over  the  country,  and  to  the  perpetuation  of  whose 
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memory  this  little  account  of  an  old  church  and  its  numer- 
ous brood  of  children  is  a small  contribution. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Cherry  Valley  was  or- 
ganized in  1828,  by  the  Rev.  Ephraim  Hall.  The  first 
meetings  were  held  in  the  Lancaster  school-house.  The 
officers  were  Leonard  Ferris,  Judson  Wells,  and  James 
Nichols. 

The  first  members  with  the  above  named  were  John  C. 
Hall  and  wife,  Win.  Prentice,  Shepherd  Prentice.  Pel-  • an 
Baker  and  wife,  Laura  Rudd,  James  Galt  and  wife,  Mor- 
deca  Clark  and  wife,  George  Taylor  and  wife. 

The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1335.  and  w s 
remodeled  in  1808.  The  original  cost  was  825UO,  and 
§1500  was  expended  in  repairs  and  decorating.  The 
dimensions  are  58  by  45,  with  side  and  end  galleries ; seat- 
ing capacity,  400.  It  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  Zacharinh 
Paddock.  The  present  officers  arc  George  Clark.  local 
preacher;  Platt  B.  Shearer,  class-leader  and  exhorter : 
Joseph  W.  Clark,  class-leader  and  steward  ; George  Ech-.-r- 
son,  class-leader  and  steward  ; Levi  Hardendorf,  class-leader 
and  trustee;  Thomas  Wichoff,  class-leader  and  steward  ; 
John  S.  Galt,  class-leader;  Lyman  W.  Thompson,  steward 
and  trustee  ; George  Sherman,  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent, and  steward  and  trustee  ; Robert  Wales,  steward  and 
trustee;  William  Folard,  steward  and  trustee;  Chauneov 
Galer,  steward ; John  Nugent,  steward ; Isaac  La  Homadue. 
trustee;  Munson  G.  Wadsworth,  preacher;  Thomas  B. 
Shepherd,  presiding  elder.  The  number  of  members  is  100. 
The  following  ministers  have  served  this  church  : Revs. 
Ephraim  Hall,  James  Kelsey,  Isaac  Grant,  Calvin  Hawk  v. 
Lyman  Sperry,  Joseph  Baker,  Leonard  Bowdish.  Lewis 
Anderson,  Lyman  A.  Eddy,  H.  Ereanback,  Bosnian  In- 
galls, C.  Harvey,  W.  Southworth,  George  Parsons,  Barkov 
W.  Gorham,  John  M.  Searles,  John  P.  Newman,  M so-  L. 
Kern,  L.  P.  Pendell,  Hiram  S.  Richardson.  John  T.  Crip- 
pen,  Joseph  Shank,  John  W.  Mitchell.  R.  W.  IV-bi 
George  W.  Foster,  J.  B.  Sherar,  Gordon  Moore,  Wesley 
F.  Took,  Munson  G.  Wadsworth. 

GRACE  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  on  the  13th  day  of  April. 
1840,  with  the  following  persons  as  officers:  Joseph  W . 
Brackett,  and  Henry  Roseboom,  wardens;  Benjamin  Pav  - 
George  W.  White,  Charles  McLean,  B.  B.  Provost.  Pud 
L.  White,  Joseph  Calder,  Amos  L.  Swan,  and  \\  ill;  on 
Owen,  vestrymen. 

The  following  were  the  first  members  of  the  church  : 

Fames  of  First  Members. — Henrv  Roseboom,  .Mr' 
Henry  Roseboom,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Beardsley,  Mrs.  Martha 
Gilbert,  Mrs.  Benjamin  Davis,  Mrs.  A.  Lvdleman.  31:-- 
J.  Livingston,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Cox,  31  rs.  Polos  White.  Mrs. 
Joseph  Calder.  Joseph  Webb,  31  rs.  Win.  W.  Fr 
Mrs.  31  ary  McKollip,  Daniel  Burton,  Mrs.  31.  S : 

Miss  P.  Hudson,  J.  W.  Brackett,  Joseph  Phelon,  31'- 
Joseph  Plielon,  3Iiss  A.  Phelon,  Miss  Fannv  >. 
Brayton  A.  Campbell,  .Mrs.  Brayton  A.  Campbell.  M 
Joseph  Webb,  Mrs.  Lucy  Shannon,  Mrs.  George  C.a-o. 
Present  number  of  members,  125. 
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The  following  notice  of  the  laving  of  flic  corner-stone 
of  the  church  cilitice  appeared  in  the  Cherry  Valley  Gazette , 
under  date  April  15,  1S4G: 

“ The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Grace  church  in  this  vil- 
lage was  laid  on  Easter  Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  in  presence 
of  a large  concourse  of  people.  The  congregation  assembled 
in  the  Episcopal  Methodist  church,  where  the  morning 
services  were  read  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ransom,  after  which 
the  new  church  was  organized.  After  the  election  of  the 
wardens  and  vestry,  the  procession* left  the  church,  preceded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ransom  and  Rev.  Mr.  Beach,  of  Coopers- 
town.  As  the  procession  moved  to  the  site  of  the  new 
church  the  122d  Psalm  was  repeated,  and  when  all  were 
gathered  around,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beach  read  the  address  (as 
laid  down  in  the  form  prescribed  for  such  occasions), 
together  with  the  collect.  The  inscription  on  the  corner- 
stone being  read  aloud,  it  was  laid  in  its  place,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ransom,  striking  it  three  times  with  a hammer,  pro- 
nounced the  dedication  of  the  building  to  be  erected  by  the 
name  of  Grace  church,  ‘ to  be  devoted  to  the  services  of 
Almighty  God,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in  its 
doctrines,  ministry,  liturgy,  rites,  and  usages.’  Upon  the 
corner-stone  was  the  simple  inscription,  ‘Grace  church, 
1846.’  Beneath  it  was  a leaden  box,  within  which  was 
deposited  a Bible,  a prayer-book,  the  names  of  the  pastor, 
wardens,  vestrymen,  and  the  Cherry  Valley  Gazette.  Mr. 
Ransom  delivered  a truly  eloquent  and  impressive  address 
upon  the  occasion,  congratulating  the  congregation  upon  the 
certain  prospects  of  the  completion  of  the  new  church.” 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  rectors  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  time:  Joseph  Branson,  1S4G; 
J.  L.  Townsend,  1850;  John  Dowdney,  1852;  George 
II.  Nichols,  1854;  Navel.  L.  Mines,  18G6 ; David  L. 
Schwartz,  18G7 ; II.  II.  Oberly,  1872;  J.  Hobert  De 
Mille,  1874;  Reeve  Hobbie  (present  rector),  1S7G. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows : Wardens. — Henry 
Roseboom  and  Joseph  Phelon. 

Vestrymen. — J.  L.  Sawyer,  Charles  McLean,  Abm.  B. 
Cox,>Geo.  Neal,  P.  R.  Wales,  A.  L.  Swan,  Almon  Brown, 
Geo.  L.  Merritt. 

TUE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

at  Center  Valley  was  organized  in  March.  1841,  by  Rev. 
I).  Ottmcn,  who  was  the  first  minister.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows:  Adam  Engle,  Samuel  Stinger,  Jacob  Har- 
torm.  The  church  has  been  served  by  the  following  pastors  : 
N.  Burst,  one  year;  J.  A.  Rosenberg,  one  year;  W.  II. 
■Shcllard,  one  year;  J.  Kling,  one  year;  J.  II.  Weber,  one 
year ; C.  Diepcndarf,  one  year ; S.  Bruce,  present  p;istor. 

THE  NATIONAL  CENTRAL  BANK. 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  “ Cherry  Valley  Bank”  was 
passed  April  21,  ISIS,  under  the  name  of  *‘  The  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Central  Bank,”  and 
Henry  F.  Cox,  William  Campbell,  Levi  Beardsley,  Wm. 
W . Enders,  and  Geo.  Morell  were  appointed  commissioners 
to  receive  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock. 

The  first  president  was  Joseph  White.  The  first  cashier 
was  A.  M.  Sehermcrhorn.  The  record-book,  which  con- 
tained the  list  of  first  board  of  directors  and  other  items  of 


interest,  was  burned  in  the  large  fire  which  occurred  in  this 
village  in  1SGG.  II.  J.  Olcott,  the  present  president,  was 
appointed  cashier  in  November,  1S29,  and  W.  II.  Baldwin, 
the  present  cashier,  was  appointed  in  April,  1855. 

The  date  of  reorganization  as  a national  bank  was  April 
13, 18G5.  Officers. — II.  J.  Olcott,  president ; W.  II.  Bald- 
win, cashier ; Joseph  Phelon,  Seth  Eldredge,  Wm.  W. 
Campbell,  O.  A.  Morse,  A.  C.  Parshall,  Samuel  Campbell, 
Henry  Roseboom,  II.  J.  Olcott,  and  Wm.  II.  Baldwin, 
directors.  Number  of  stockholders,  102. 

II.  J.  Olcott  has  been  president,  and  W.  II.  Baldwin  has 
been  cashier,  since  the  organization  as  a national  bank. 

The  following  are  the  present  officers : 

Horatio  J.  Olcott,  president ; G.  W.  B.  Dakin,  assistant 
president;  W.  II.  Baldwin,  cashier;  Horatio  J.  Olcott, 
William  W.  Campbell,  lliram  Flint,  G.  W.  B.  Dakin,  W. 
II.  Baldwin,  board  of  directors. 

The  capital  is  §100,000  ; surplus,  §0400. 

The  bank  has  always  been  in  the  present  building;  the 
interior,  of  course,  undergoing  many  changes,  until  now  it 
is  one  of  the  most  tasteful  and  convenient  of  country  bank- 
ing offices. 

The  president  came  as  cashier  to  this  bank  when  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  has  been  associated  with  it  ever 
since,  a period  of  nearly  forty-eight  years.  For  a long 
time  it  was  the  only  bank  between  Albany  and  Utica,  and 
transacted  business  from  a region  measured  by  the  triangu- 
lar points  of  Albany,  Binghamton,  and  Utica. 

So  rapid  has  been  the  growth  and  filling  up  of  this  sec- 
tion since  that  time  that  the  present  business  is  within  a 
radius  of  ten  miles,  and  is  ten  times  as  great  as  then. 

FREEMASONRY  IN  CHERRY  VALLEY. 

On  June  19,  1S0G,  a warrant  was  granted  to  a lodge 
to  be  located  in  this  village,  under  the  name  of  Trinity 
lodge,  No.  139,  F.  aud  A.  51.  Among  the  members  of 
that  lodge,  and  for  some  time  its  Master,  was  Dr.  Joseph 
White,  a distinguished  physician  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  He  was  the  first  man  initiated  in  Otsego  lodge, 
at  Cooperstowu,  in  1795.  He  was  State  senator  from  179G 
to  1799,  and  first  judge  of  Otsego  County  from  1800  to 
1823.  Associated  with  him  were  Elijah  and  Lester  Holt, 
and  Abraham  Roseboom,  men  of  worth  and  honor.  This 
lodge  continued  working  until  about  1814  or  1815,  when 
it  surrendered  its  charter  for  want  of  a convenient  place  in 
which  to  hold  its  meetings. 

Two  or  three  years  after  the  extinction  of  this  lodge, 
another  warrant,  instituting  Cherry  Valley  lodge,  No.  27 G. 
F.  and  A.  M.,  was  issued,  bearing  date  Feb.  G,  1817,  and 
naming  as  officers  Peter  Mayher,  W.  51.;  Levi  Beardsley, 
S.  W. ; Stephen  5Iather,  J.  W. 

Soon  after  this  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  in- 
stituted under  the  name  of  Cherry  Valley  chapter,  No.  74. 
There  was  also  a flourishing  encampment  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar located  here.  To  this  lodge  belonged  many  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  the  place.  Among  these.  Dr. 
Delos  White,  a sou  of  Dr.  Joseph  White,  above  mentioned. 
He  was  an  eminent  phvsician,  and  for  many  years  at  the 
head  of  his  profession  in  central  New  York  ; Alvin  Stew- 
art, an  eminent  lawyer,  and  a candidate  for  governor  of  the 
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«,atc  in  1812;  William  Campbell,  surveyor-general  of  the 
Stjt<‘,  1 and  regent  of  the  university  from  1 S3‘i  to 

I**vi  Beardsley,  State  senator,  1830  to  1838  ; Joseph 
(’’••de,  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1821, 
and  member  of  assembly  in  1828;  George  Clyde,  a magis- 
trate in  this  town  for  twenty-two  years  in  succession; 
J,m.*  Brackett,  surrogate  of  Otsego  County,  1S41-45. 
T),;»  1. also  numbered  among  its  members  many  others 
of  private  worth  and  loca'  repute. 

Mi^.nrv  lay  dormant'  from  1828  to  1854,  when  the 
I n -<  ,11  lodge  w;ts  organized.  The  date  of  the  dispensation 
in-tituting  Cherry  Valley  lodge,  No.  334,  F.  and  A.  M.,  is 
J,„t,  and  the  minutes  cf  the  first  meeting  are  not  to  be 
f und.  The  names  ol  the  petitioners  inserted  in  it,  as 
civ.  ii  fnmi  the  memory  of  members,  are  Jonathan  Hall, 

W.  M.;  David  Woodburn,  S.  W. ; Benjamin  Davis,  J.  W. ; 
Jalx’Z  1>.  Hammond,  Amasa  Belknap,  Hiram  Flint,  Edwin 
Judd,  William  Paddock,  William  T.  Thompson,  Elijah 
Thompson,  Barnard  Duffin. 

George  C.  Clyde  was  the  first  person  initiated,  Feb.  20, 
1854. 

The  date  of  the  warrant  is  June  28,  1854,  and  the 
names  of  officers  inserted  are  Jonathan  Hall,  W.  M. ; Da- 
vid W oodburn,  S.  W. ; Benjamin  Davis,  J.  W. 

The  first  election  was  held  Dec.  18,  1S54,  when  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected : Jonathan  Hall,  W.  M. ; Geo. 

C.  Clyde,  S.  W. ; Win.  II.  Baldwin,  J.  W. ; Iliram  Flint, 
Treasurer;  David  Woodburn,  Secretary;  Edwin  Judd, 

8 D ; Byron  W.  Gray,  J.  D. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Secreta- 
ries since  its  organization  : 

Mustrrg. — Jonathan  Hall,  Edwin  Judd,  Lyman  W.  Bates, 
James  Young,  John  L.  Sawyer,  DeWitt  C.  Bates,  John  E. 
Hetherington,  Hiram  Weller. 

Senior  Wordens. — George  C.  Clyde,  Edwin  Judd,  Amasa 
Belknap,  Wiu.  II.  Baldwin,  James  Young,  John  L.  Sawyer,  j 
De\\  itt  C.  Bates,  A.  R.  Sherman,  James  D.  Clyde,  John  E. 
Hetherington,  John  W.  Davis,  Fen.  J.  Willson,  James 
Braik. 

./mi  or  H ordens. — Win.  II.  Baldwin,  Hiram  Flint,  Ben- 
j trrri n Davis,  Lyman  W.  Bates,  S.  W.  Beardsley,  Joseph  W. 

D. ivi*,  A.  R.  Sherman,  George  Merritt,  John  E.  Hether- 
iugtoii,  I homns  Brien,  \\  in.  R.  Robbins,  Geo.  Clark,  Isaac 
La  Hoinadue,  Frank  Iloughtaling,  Iliram  Weller,  Walter 
Furniiu. 

S*  ert  tones. — David  Woodburn,  George  C.  Clyde,  Sam- 
uel (».  Wilkin,  William  Hall,  F.  J.  Willson,  Lvtnan  W. 
B.itts,  John  E.  Hetherington,  C.  D.  Breese,  E.  S.  Wral- 
dnui,  .lames  Hetherington,  Walter  Furniin,  E.  G.  Thomp- 
son, II.  II.  Browne. 

The  present  officers  are : Iliram  Weller,  W.  M. ; James 
Braik,  S.  W. ; Walter  Furniin,  J.  W\ ; James  W’aldradt, 
Treasurer ; II.  II.  Browne,  Secretary ; Jacob  T.  Peaslec,  S. 

I>.  ; John  Wright,  J.  1).;  W.  F.  Tuokc,  Chaplain;  II.  II.  | 
Browne,  Organist;  Alec.  Oliver,  S.  M.  of  C. ; Norman 
Hone,  J.  M.  of  C.  ; J.  D.  Clyde,  Marshal  ; J.  Iv.  Diell, 

I }!■  r;  II.  W . Best,  George  Merritt,  J.  L.  Sawyer,  Trustees. 

It  has  a membership  of  US. 

ibis  lodge  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  and  its  meetings 
are  well  attended. 


One  of  the  warrant  members  of  this  lodge  was  the  H n. 
Jabez  D.  Hammond,  LL.D.,  author  of  the  “ Political  His- 
tory of  the  State  of  New  York,”  member  of  congress 
from  the  Otsego  district,  in  1815-17,  State  senator,  ISIS 
-22,  and  first  judge  of  Otsego  County,  1838  to  1843.  He 
also  held  other  important  positions  under  both  the  State 
and  Federal  governments.  He  died  in  October.  1855. 

Benjamin  Davis  was  a prominent  member  of  this  lodge. 
He  was  for  many  years  a magistrate,  and  a member  of 
assembly  from  the  first  district  of  Otsego  Countv,  in 
1848.  He  died  March  25,  1860. 

George  C.  Clyde  was  for  many  years  secretarv  of  this 
lodge.  lie  was  clerk  of  Otsego  County.  1835-37  ; jud_-e 
of  Columbia  county  four  years;  and  a member  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention  of  1846.  He  died  Dec.  21.  1868. 

Jonathan  Hall  was  for  many  years  Master  of  the  old 
lodge  and  a Past-Master  of  the  present  lodge.  About 
1827  or  1S28,  he  organized  an  independent  company  <>f 
militia,  called  the  “Cherry  Valley  Volunteers.”  He  was 
its  captain  for  several  years;  a stanch  busiuess  man  and  a 
good  citizen. 

One  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  company  and  afterwards  its 
captain,  was  Edwin  Judd,  a man  greatly  beloved  and  uni- 
versally respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  a man  of  a 
considerable  local  repute.  He  was  Master  of  this  lodge  for 
many  years,  and  was  one  of  its  most  influential  members. 
He  was  at  one  time  a magistrate,  for  many  vears  a trustee 
of  the  village,  and  several  times  president  of  the  beard.  A 
strong  temperance  man,  and  one  of  the  countv  com- 
missioners of  excise  under  the  law  of  1857.  He  died 
Nov.  28,  1873. 

I.  O.  0.  F. 

This  lodge  was  instituted  May  26,  1847,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members:  A.  L.  Swan,  J.  B.  Wilkins.  L.  II. 
Robinson,  Lafayette  Clyde,  and  W.  D.  Davis.  The  fir>c 
officers  were  as  follows : Lafayette  Clyde,  N.  G.  ; J.  B. 
Wilkins,  V.  G.  ; W.  D.  Davis,  Secretary;  L.  II.  Robinson, 
Treasurer. 

About  fifty  persons  have  officiated  in  the  capacity  of 
Noble  Grand  since  the  organization  of  the  lodge. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Richard  Davidson. 
N.  G. ; II.  D.  Elwell,  V.  G. ; R.  W ales,  Treasurer:  A L. 
Swan,  Recording  Secretary;  Chas.  McLean,  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

The  lodge  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
membership  of  SO. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  village  a fire  department  wa- 
organized  and  apparatus  procured.  This  organization  con- 
tinued some  time,  but  was  finally  allowed  to  go  down. 

THE  PRESENT  DEPARTMENT. 

Iii  accordance  with  a previous  notice,  a number  <>f  v«  \ g 
men  of  this  village  met  on  Aug.  13,  1872.  ami  ad-  t : i :i. 
following,  which  was  signed  by  thirty-four  id'  them  : 

“ We,  the  undersigned,  deem  it  essential  that  a w - 
organized  fire  department  should  exist  in  Cherry  \ V. 
that  in  case  ot  fire  ail  efficient  and  organized  t T -rt  c.i  i l-o 
I brought  to  bear  on  the  devouring  element,  thereby  j r 
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tecting  the  people  and  saving  property,  do  hereby  unite  in 
a cali  to  effect  such  organization.” 

This  call  resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  present  fire 
department,  which  is  called  the  Excelsior  Fire  and  Hose 
Company.  It  has  two  fireeugines  and  a sufficient  quantity 
of  hose  ; is  well  uniformed,  and  under  excellent  discipline. 
The  present  membership  is  thirty-eight.  The  following 
are  the  officers:  Captain  P..  R.  Wales,  foreman;  Edwin 
Judd,  first  assistant;  Jesse  Howe,  second  assistant;  George 
Wales,  foreman  of  hose  ; G Jorge  Walton,  assistant  foreman 
ofhosc;  Hubert  Judd,  secretary;  Henry  S.  Coates,  treasurer. 

CHERRY  VALLEY  IN  THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 

Patriotic  Cherry  Valley  responded  nobly  to  President 
Lincoln’s  first  call  for  75,000  men.  In  April,  1861,  in  the 
first  outburst  of  northern  patriotism,  a company  was  or- 
ganized in  this  town,  having  its  quarters  in  the  school- 
house  near  the  cemetery,  on  the  site  of  the  old  revolutionary 
fort.  This  company  was  offered  at  Albany  under  the  first 
call,  as  stated  above,  but  the  call  having  been  filled  it  was 
not  received.  Its  captain  was  George  S.  Tuckerman,  and 
its  lieutenants  were  Egbert  Olcott  and  Cleveland  J.  Camp- 
bell. Nearly  all  of  its  members  joined  other  organizations. 
Some  of  them,  together  with  others  from  the  village, 
making  ten  in  all,  enlisted  as  privates  at  Albany  in  the 
44th  New  York  Infantry,  otherwise  known  as  “ Ellsworth 
Avengers.”  Cleveland  J.  Campbell  rose  from  one  grade 
to  another  in  line  and  staff,  and  in  different  corps,  becoming 
a colonel  and  brigadier-general  by  brevet.  lie  died  before 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Egbert  Olcott  joined  the  121st  Regiment,  of  which  he 
long  held  command  after  the  promotion  of  General  Upton, 
and  becoming  a colonel.  William  Crafts  received  a cap- 
tain’s commission  on  the  day  he  died. 

For  years  preceding  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion 
there  had  been  a fine  military  company,  of  which  Amos  L. 
Swan  was  captain,  and  in  which  the  people  of  the  village 
took  great  interest.  It  was  attached  to  the  old  39th  militia, 
of  which  Cherry  Valley  was  the  headquarters.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  on  the  call  for  three  years’  men,  General 
Dan  forth  of  the  local  militia  brigade  was  present  at  a parade 
of  this  company.  On  his  asking  how  many  from  it  would 
go,  the  order  was  given  for  such  as  were  willing  to  advance 
from  the  ranks,  when  nearly  the  whole  company  stepped 
forward.  There  was  then  no  bounty,  and  the  men  did  not 
even  know  the  pay.  The  general  at  once  decided  that  the 
enlistment  of  the  39th  should  bo  proceeded  with  at  Cherry 
Valley.  Bates’  hop-house  was  used  for  barracks  and  the 
'old  M.  P.  church  as  mess-room.  More  than  six  hundred 
men  were  recruited  by  Jan.  1,  1862,  wheu  they  were  sud- 
denly ordered  to  Albany  and  summarily  consolidated  with 
the  76th  Regiment.  Two  of  the  companies,  however,  were 
put  in  the  artillery  under  Colonel  Laidley. 

The  39th  thus  lost  its  identity,  and  the  interests  of  the 
people  have  followed  the  76th  through  its  long  and  honor- 
able career  to  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox.  For 
this  regiment  the  flag  was  made. 

The  officers  from  Cherry  Valley  were  as  follows : Cap- 
tain A.  L.  Swan,  who  was brevetted lieutenant-colonel;  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  Story,  who  became  captain,  and  was  killed  at 


Gettysburg;  Captain  John  W.  Young  beeamc  a major; 
James  D.  Clyde  subsequently  entered  as  lieutenant  and  be- 
came a captain.  Of  those  who  entered  as  privates  in  this 
regiment,  Edwin  J.  Swan  became  a captain  and  Barnard 
Phenis  a lieutenant,  who  was  killed  at  Weldon  Railroad. 
Samuel  Ludlam  and  James  George  became  sergeants,  and 
Albert  Gross  several  times  declined  the  office,  as  did  Solo- 
mon Howe,  though  called  by  Colonel  Swan  the  “ banner 
soldier”  of  the  regiment.  John  Stevens  was  made  color- 
sergeant  at  Gettysburg,  and  Irwin  Baker  at  South  Moun- 
tain, both  for  bravery.  But  all  these  men  wrere  splendid 
soldiers,  and  only  their  modesty  prevented  their  becoming 
officers,  as  no  doubt  was  the  case  with  some  others. 

In  the  fall  of  1861,  after  the  defeat  of  Bull  R un,  a troop 
of  cavalry  was  formed  under  Lieutenant  Philip  R.  Wales 
(who  became  a captain)  and  received  at  New  York  into  the 
Ira  Harris  Cavalry  (afterwards  6th  N.  Y.).  John  Ramsay 
became  a first  lieutenant  in  it,  and  James  J.  Fonda  an 
ordnance  sergeant.  Also,  that  fall,  a squad  of  near  a 
score  for  Berdan’s  sharpshooters,  raised  by  Geo.  S.  Tucker- 
man, as  captain,  and  Lieutenant  Charles  McLean,  who  was 
killed.  Wm.  McLean,  his  brother,  was  a sergeant,  and  was 
also  killed.  In  this  corps  John  E.  Hetherington  afterwards 
became  a captain,  atul  Oliver  J.  Iletberington  was  a ser- 
geant ; William  Story  several  times  persistently  refused  a 
commission  on  account  of  a romantic  friendship,  for  the  sake 
of  which  lie  preferred  the  ranks.  He  and  James  Kraig, 
his  alter  ego,  were  first  in  and  last  out  of  everything  that  was 
lively.  James  Hetherington,  the  third  brother  of  the  two 
above,  went  in  the  volunteer  navy,  as  did  also  William  V.  S. 
Bastian,  John  Nelson,  and  Thomas  Brien.  Charles  Nichols. 
George  Engle,  and  William  Nelson  lost  their  lives  in  the 
navy.  The  residence  of  Lieutenant-Commander  George 
Ransom,  U.  S.  N.,  was  here,  though  now  changed  to  Rich- 
field. lie  commanded  the  cruiser  “ Grand  Gulf,"’  was  post 
captain  at  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard,  aud  now  ranks  as 
commander  in  one  of  the  finest  vessels  of  the  navy.  In 
August,  1862,  upon  the  second  call  for  three  years’  men. 
two  companies  were  raised  for  the  121st,  whose  headquarters 
were  at  Herkimer.  Egbert  Olcott,  as  stated  above,  long 
held  command.  He  received  some  remarkable  commenda- 
tions for  the  efficiency  of  his  regiment,  and  his  own  merits 
as  an  officer.  It  was  attached  to  the  6th  Corps,  and  was 
engaged  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  up 
to  Winchester.  Thence  under  Sheridan  in  his  campaign 
to  Richmond.  It  got  the  honorable  nickname  of  “ Upton’s 
Regulars.”  Other  officers  from  here  were  Captains  Edwin 
Clark  and  Douglas  Campbell,  the  latter  brevetted  major, 
Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Francis  W.  Morse,  who  became 
captain  on  the  staff  and  major  by  brevet,  and  Lieutenants 
James  D.  Clyde  and  Wm.  Tucker;  Edward  Wales  and 
John  Daniels,  both  brave  fellows,  became  sergeants  and  were 
killed.  The  three  Wallaces,  Spencer,  Benjamin,  and  John, 
sons  of  a clergyman  (the  last  of  whom  was  killed),  were 
among  the  many  privates  whose  services  were  as  valuable 
as  those  of  many  an  officer.  And  John  Skinnon.  an  old 
veteran  of  the  British  army,  was  another  of  the  s ame  kind. 
When  examined  for  enlistment  the  doctor  pointed  to  a 
bullet  scar  in  his  chest,  remarking,  " If  that  had  goue  an 
inch  this  icag  it  would  have  killed  you.” 
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..  15.-._r,irra.”  John,  “ and  if  it  had  "one  the  wan  inch 
lj,,.  other  way,  it  wouldn  t liavo  liit  mo  at  all ! 

Ihtddi'S  these  bodies  of  men,  there  went  from  the  place 
numerous  individuals  in  otlier  organizations,  including  the 
fi.llowint: : 

Pavid  Little,  M.D.,  went  out  as  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  lUh.  and  became  a surgeon  with  the  rank  of  major. 

I •!«  ft  Oh-ott  (a  cousin  of  the  before-mentioned  of  the 
Mine  name)  became  a lieutenant  in  the  regular  army. 
jV  l.m  uleoit,  his  brother,  became  a captain  in  the  volun- 
tr*  r*  G*s»rge  Little  became  a captain  in  the  127th,  Louis 
thmipU'll  became  a lieutenant  in  the  152d,  Charles  Fry 

an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  26th. 

Colonel  Oleott,  Captain  Delos  Olcott,  Major  Young, 
(\»ptain  Edward  Swan,  Captain  Clyde,  and  Lieutenants 
(.’aslcr,  of  Springfield,  and.  L.  Campbell  were  all  prisoners, 
and  were  among  the  officers  placed  under  fire  at  Charleston, 
during  the  bombardment.  Some  were  exchanged,  but 
others  endured  unspeakable  horrors  in  the  prisons  at  Sa- 
vannah, Macon,  and  Columbia,  gaining  their  liberty,  with 
constitutions  in  some  cases  totally  impaired,  only  at  the 
end  of  the  war. 

I feel  that  this  list  is  very  imperfectly  made  up,  as  almost 
every  day  adds  a name  or  an  item  which  ought  to  go  in. 
My  only  fear,  however,  is  that  the  reader  a hundred  years 
from  now  will  not  believe  that  out  of  the  two  or  three 
thousand  people  in  this  town  so  many  could  have  been 
iw-nt ; that  the  officers  alone,  so  far  as  named,  should  num- 
t*  r so  many  as  thirty-six,  embracing  eleven  of  the  rank  of 
captain,  ten  of  higher  grade,  six  lieutenants,  and  at  least 
nine  subalterns ; and  that  the  dead  whose  fate  was  ascer- 
tained should  count  up  to  forty-two. 

In  1S70  the  citizens  of  Cherry  Valley  erected  in  the 
little  public  square  in  the  village  a marble  monument  in 
commemoration  of  her  patriot  dead.  It  is  about  twenty- 
five  feet  in  height,  surmounted  by  an  eagle,  and  bears  the 
following  inscriptions : 

“Erected  by  the  citizens  of  Cherry  Valley  in  memory  of  their 
patriot  dead,  ISOS.” 

■“  Second  Hull  Run,  Petersburg,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Freder- 
icksburg, Winchester,  Antictam,  Cold  Harbor. 

“ These  are  the  names  of  the  men  of  Cherry  Valley  who  died  that 
th.-ir  country  might  live: 

“ CM  \r to  York  Cavalry. — Sergeant  Thilo  D.  Chaddenden,  Jacob 
Hardendorf,  John  Beaumont,  Sergt.  James  II.  Moore,  Samuel  Bates. 

“ *-l«f  ib  Infantry. — Sergt.  John  Daniels,  James  Sherman, 

Jal.cz  D.  Wilson,  Sergt.  Edward  Wales,  Geo.  X.  L.  Drake,  Joseph 
It.  Howe,  John  W.  Ballard. 

“ l mtr<l  Staten  ,\ary. — Geo.  P.  Engcll,  Col.  and  Brev.  Gen.  Cleve- 
land J.  Campbell. 

l*f  Jlrijinieiit  U.S.  .S'.  S. — Capt.  Chas.  D.  McLean,  Dwight  Reed, 
Hi  ary  T.  Ferguson,  Sergt.  Win.  0.  McLean,  Chas.  Gould. 

“ C.  .S'.  A”. — Charles  P.  X.  Xuhall. 

" 10  D/,  A’.  Y.  I. — John  Barker. 

“2<l  A".  II.  .1. — John  II.  Bush. 

“ I«f  A'.  C. — John  F.  Bottsford. 

“ 'i'A  A.  1.  II.  .1. — Salmon  Drake. 

1 -‘-I l X.  Y.  I. — Geo.  Xelson,  Cornelius  Hardendorf,  Geo.  Van  do 
Bogart. 

’•  ttf/i  .V.  I. — Corp.  James  II.  Drake.  John  Wallace. 

“ "•’•/A  A'.  I. — Capt.  Robert  Story,  1st  Lieut.  Barnard  Phcnis, 

Wm.  Sterns  Bradford,  J.  D.  Fox. 

*'  $</,  V.  )'.  C.--W.  C.  Crafts,  1st  Lieut.” 

J he  following  is  u list  of  those  who  enlisted  in  the  war 


of  the  Rebellion  from  this  town,  taken  from  the  record  com- 
piled by  Stephen  Waldron  in  1S65  : 

George  N.  Drake,  cnl.  in  Co.  G,  12lst  Regt.,  1863;  billed  at  Spott.-vIvanU. 

John  II.  Bush,  cnl.  in  Co.  F,  *2d  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  1863;  <lieti  July  1.1,  W4. 

Chas.  E.  Hodge,  cnl.  in  Co.  B,  05th  Uegt.,  Aug.  7, 1862;  killed  at  Si-ottsylrAnu^ 
31  ay  10,  1861. 

Edward  L.  Clyde,  cnl.  in  Co.  D,  40th  Itegt.,  Aug.  9,  1804;  in  battle  of  PeT«*r*- 
burg,  etc. ; dis.  Aug.  4, 1805. 

Oliver  J.  Pens  lee,  enl.  in  Co.G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  12,  1862;  woumbnl  ;it  G..t:y«- 
burg;  did.  Oct.  28,  1804. 

Moran  Lewis,  cnl.  in  the  6th  Cav.,  Sept.  26,  18G1  ; sergt.;  pro.  to  adj.;  in  bat- 
tles  of  Richmond,  Gettysburg,  Antictam,  and  Fredericksburg;  du.  8**pc 
1865. 

L.  A.  Baker,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  July  28, 1862 ; dis.  Jan.  20,  1863. 

William  Clark,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  15,  1861 ; re-enl.  as  vet<*rui ; in 
buttles  of  Gainesville,  second  Bull  Run,  Gettysburg,  and  others. 

Chas.  Clark,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  22,  1861 ; dis.  Oct.  22,  1864. 

E.  Bush,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  95th  Regt.,  Aug.  21,  IS 63 ; in  all  battles  from  Wilder- 
ness to  Lee’s  surrender;  dis.  July  19,  1865. 

Chas.  31 . Bush,  enl.  in  the  192(1  Regt.,  April  3, 1865 ; dis.  31ay  4,  1805. 

Amos  Bush,  enl.  in  Co.  I>,  6th  Regt.,  3Iarch,  1865;  dis.  July  3,  18*55. 

Delos  S.  Peaslee,  enl.  in  192d  Regt.,  April,  1SG5  (not  mustered);  dis.  Mar  4, 
1865. 

Chas.  II.  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  22d  Regt.,  31arch  3,  1804 ; dis.  June  22,  1865. 

Harvey  W.  Hanver,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4,  1SG2  ; in  battles  of  Get- 
tysburg, before  Richmond,  and  others;  dis.  June  13, 1805. 

Samuel  L.  Beardsley,  enl.  in  the  66th  Regt.,  Feb.  G,  1802;  in  battles  of  Y ±.r 
Oaks,  before  Richmond,  and  others;  dis.  Aug.  9,  1862. 

Alfred  Foland,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  7Gth  Regt.,  Jan.  6,  1862;  pro.  to  1st  sergt. : in  all 
battles  of  the  76th  Regt. ; dis.  and  re-enlisted. 

William  Stevens,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt , April  3, 1864;  in  battles  of  G 

ville,  second  Bull  Run,  and  Gettysburg ; captured  and  sent  to  Andrrson- 
ville;  exchanged. 

R.  Walradt,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  10,  1862  ; in  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg  and  Chancellorsville  ; taken  prisoner;  dis.  July  4,  1S65. 

Joseph  Hubbard,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  6th  II.  Art.,  Aug.  29,  1864  ; dis.  June  28.  18^5. 

John  F.  Hubbard,  enl.  in  the  II.  Art.,  Aug.  29, 1S64  ; dis.  June  28, I860. 

Adolphus  Hubbard,  enl.  in  the  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  16, 1861 ; in  Seven  Days’  B .Tile. 2*1 
Bull  Run,  South  Mountain  ; taken  prisoner  Nov.  8,1863;  dis.  June  2'. vfo- 

Norman  Herchman,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  15,  1862;  pro.  to  ^rgt-- 
major;  dis.  July  6, 1865;  in  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Heights, azi 
Wilderness. 

Salmon  Drake,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  6th  Art.,  Aug.  29, 1865;  died  Feb.  1S65;  so  says  the 
record,  evidently  a mistake. 

Gilbert  W.  Tabor,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Cth  Cav.,  Aug.  14,  1SG1 ; in  •;  f 

Wilderness,  Seven  Days’ Fight,  Lee’s  surrender;  taken  prisoner,  p-arolvL. 
re-enlisted ; dis.  June  27, 1S65. 

Amos  L.  Swan,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  14, 1S61 ; in  battle  of  Gaines- 
ville, Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  etc.;  wounded  and  discharged. 

Edwin  J.  Swan,  capt.,  enl.  in  the  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  18,  1861  ; in  battle  of 

burg;  wounded  ami  taken  prisoner  at  the  Wilderness  ; exchanged  and  Un- 
charged. 

James  Clyde,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  44th  Regt.;  dis.  in  1862;  re-enlisted  in  Co.  G. 
121st  Regt.;  pro.  to  capt.;  in  battles  of  South  Mountain  and 
taken  prisoner;  exchanged;  dis.  3Iarch  12, 1865. 

J.  A.  Lening,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  17, 1861 ; died  June  8,  1861 

Albert  Gross,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  15, 1861;  was  in  tweaty-ei-ht  en- 
gagements and  not  wounded. 

John  S.  Fern,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  3Iarch  5, 1S61 ; dis.  in  1863. 

A Hollack,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  TGth  Regt.,  Oct.  24, 1S61;  dis.  in  1863. 

John  F.  Stevens,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  11,  1S61  ; was  in  twenty -seT*n 
engagements. 

James  George,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  4, 1861 ; dis.  Jan.  1,  lv*4  : re— 
listed  ; was  in  all  the  battles  of  the  26th  Regt. 

Barney  Plieness,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  TGth  Regt.,  Oct.  11, 1S61 ; pro.  :o  ii  u:. 
killed  at  Weldon  R.  R.,  Aug.  18,  1864. 

James  Krake,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  44th  Regt.,  in  Oct.  1861 ; killed  at  the  Wilder-. 

Samuel  Ledburn,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt., Oct.  11,  1864;  wcim -I  a?  S. -'.a 
Mountain;  discharged. 

William  Crafts,  cnl.  in  Co.  C,  44th  Regt’.;  accidentally  killed. 

L.  Bush,  sergt.,  cnl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  9,  1861 ; dis.  and  n-t-nlL-*:-'! . a 
battles  of  Petersburg,  Chancellorsville,  etc. ; dis.  June  20,  1865. 

Frederick  Wilson,  enl.  in  Co.  1>,  6th  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1862. 

John  McDonald,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Cth  Cav.,  Oct.  5, 1861 ; re-enl. : in  battles  • f G-: 
tysburg  and  Chancellorsvillo  ; taken  prisoner,  and  paroled;  di-  J-:.  * 

1S65. 

Seth  Platner,  enl.  in  a battery,  Aug.  16,  1864;  at  Lee's  surrender  . . 

1865. 

James  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  12 1st  Uegt.,  Aug.  31,  1864;  in  bat;  , ■_*  f H* 
Hill,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Petersburg,  etc.;  dis.  June  25,  1*08. 

J.  31.  Head,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  .Cth  Cav.,  Aug.  28,  1861;  in  battbs  *»f  Man  ; **• 
Cedar  Creek,  etc.;  dis.  in  1865. 

Edward  Wilkin,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  41th  Regt.,  Sept.  16,  1861  ; was  in  mar;  t v ~ 
trans.  to  Battery. 

Joseph  B.  Horr,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7, 1S62  ; died  of  wounds  r 
May  3,  1503. 
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Henry  S.  Horr,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Rept.,  Sept.  21, 1861 ; dis.  July  2.1,  1862. 

Henry  Leanini;,  enl.  In  Co.  E,  67th  Mnrcli  2‘J,  1861 ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 

nee*  nud  Cold  Harbor;  din.  July  21, 1865. 

John  Storry,  enl.  in  Co.  <!,  121et  ltegt..  Sept.  1,  1864 ; in  battles  of  Cedar  Creek 
and  Hatcher's  Run  ; corp.  ; dis.  July  6, 1865. 

Henry  C.  Plntnor,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  llat.,  Oct.  25, 1861 ; dis.  Nov.  15,  1862. 

Edward  Welken,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  44th  Regt.,  Sept.  16,  1861 ; was  in  many  battles. 

Relit.  Slurry,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  11, 1861 ; prom,  to  capt. ; mortally 
wuunded  at  Gettysburg. 

Solomon  Horr,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  22, 1861 ; in  about  thirty  battles; 
re*cnl.  and  dis. 

John  Mills,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  Dec.  10,  1861 ; dis.  in  1863. 

John  Horr,  enl.  in  Co.  H,76th  Regt.,0c'.  16, 1861 ; was  wounded  at  the  Wilder- 
ness nnd  trans.  to  Invalid  Corps.  9 

Allon  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt,  Oct  14, 1861 ; dis.  April,  1862. 

Geo.  Snow,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  18,  1861  ; wounded  at  Gainesville ; dis. 
Aug.  28,  1862. 

B.  Campbell,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  7 Gtli  Reg t,  Oct.  18,  1861  ; wounded. 

Ervin  Baker,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  15, 1861 ; sergt. ; wounded  in  three 
different  battles. 

Jay  Bronson,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct  14, 1861  ; re-enlisted. 

Lewis  Belknap,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Nov.  30,  1861 ; re-enlisted. 

Wm.  Sterns,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  in  1861 ; died  in  1861. 

Edward  Wales,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4, 1862  ; killed  at  the  Wilderness. 

James  More,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Nov.  1,  1861;  re-eni.;  in  many  buttles; 
drowned  July  10, 1S65. 

Delos  Head,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Gth  Cav.,  Aug.  29,  1864;  in  battles  of  Cedar  Creek 
and  Newtown;  dis.  June  9,  1865. 

John  A.  Head,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  29, 1864;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek  ; 
dis.  June  9, 1865. 

David  D.  Davidson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  16, 1862;  dis.  in  1863. 

John  Beaumont,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  5th  Cav.,  May  4,  1862;  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  at  battle  of  William’s  Ford,  in  July,  1863. 

Philip  Wales,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  12th  Regt.,  Dec.  20,  1861  ; dis.  in  1863. 

J.  Crotenden,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Ang.  7, 1862;  dis.  in  1863. 

L.  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  29, 1S64;  in  battles  of  Cedar  Creek 
and  Newtown;  dis.  June 9, 1865. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Gth  Regt.,  Sept.  1, 18C1 ; re-enh;  q.  m.-sergt. ; in 
battles  of  Cedar  Creek  and  Chancellor-ville ; dis.  Aug.  21,  1865. 

Jacob  Hordendorff,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Gth  Cav.,  Aug.  24,  1861;  re-enl.;  killed  at 
Port  Royal. 

J.  Hubbard,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  15,  1861  ; in  battles  of  Fair  Oaks, 
Yorktown,  and  Smith's  Field  ; ro-enl. ; q.  m.-sergt. 

•Augustus  Hubbard,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Cth  Cav.,  Aug.  16, 1861 ; accidentally  lost  leg. 

John  Daniels,  enl.  in  Co.G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1862  ; killed  at  Fredericksburg, 
May  3,  1863. 

John  Sheuion,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1862;  wounded  at  the  Wilder- 
ness ; dis.  July  18,  I860. 

Henry  N.  De  Long,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.  Aug.  18,  1862  ; dis.  in  1865. 

Vim.  Story,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  27,  1861 ; in  many  battles;  dis.  Oct. 
11,  1864. 

J.  E.  Hetherington,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Sharpshooters,"  Nov.  11,  1861; 
wounded  in  front  of  Petersburg;  dis.  Oct.  20,  1864. 

Walter  G.  Fry,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Sharpshooters,  Nov. .23,  1861;  in  the  Seven 
Days’  Fight  befure  Richmond  ; dis.  July  6, 1865. 

Henry  B.  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  16, 1862  ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness, etc. ; dis.  July  6,  1865. 

James  S.  Campbell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  17, 1862 ; dis.  Jan.  20,  1864. 

Delevan  Hill,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862  ; dis.  for  disability. 

William  Campbell,  enl.  in  the  6th  Cav.,  Sept.  1, 1SC4;  dis.  June  o,  1S65. 

Geo.  Heniman,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862;  mortally  wounded  at 
Brandy  Station  in  1863. 

Lyman  Hordman,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862 ; dis.  May  9,  1863. 

Clarence  Leaning,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  10th  Bat.,  Nov.  4,  1S63;  dis.  Aug.  23, 1805. 

Washington  Swift,  enl.  Co.  M,  3d  Bat.,  Oct.  24,  1861 ; in  many  battles';  dis.  Oct 
24, 1864. 

James  Sherman,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  15, 1862;  killed  at  Sailor's  Run, 
April  0,  1805. 

Edward  Bolster,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt,  Oct.  17, 1861. 

% Jarvis  Swift,  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.G,  134th  Regt.,  Aug.  21, 1862;  in  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  ami  many  others;  dis.  June  21,  1865. 

D.  Finch,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Gth  Cav.,  Oct.  11, 1SC1 ; dis.  Dec.  16,1863;  re-enlisted ; in 
battles  of  Gettysburg,  Chaucellorsville,  etc.;  dis.  Juno  25,  1865. 

James  S.  Carey,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  70th  Regt.,  April  17, 1861 ; wounded  at  Williams- 
burg; dis.  March  28,  1863. 

Andrew  Carey,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Sharpshooters,  in  May,  1862. 

Alfred  Campbell,  enl.  In  Co.  E,  Ctli  Cav.,  Oct.  1, 1861 ; re-enl.;  taken  prisoner 
atCliancellorsvilie;  discharged;  died  June  25,  I860. 

Philip  it.  Wales,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Cth  Cav.,  Aug.  17, 1801 ; in  battles  of  Fair 
Oaks,  Antictam,  etc.;  <1  is.  Oct.  8, l.so4. 

Thomas  Wilson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Sept.  1, 1864 ; dis.  July  25, 1865. 

Geo.  Vumlerbogurt,  uni.  in  Co.  F,  16th  II.  Art.,  in  1864;  killed  at  Petersburg. 

Joseph  Thompson,  mil.  In  Co.  F,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  27,  1864;  dis.  Oct.  9,  1865. 

Lewis  Campbell,  1st  liout.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  132d  Regt.,  Oct.  15, 1862;  dis.  July 
18,  1865. 

Douglass  Campbell,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  25, 1SC2 ; dis.  for  dis- 
ability. 


Edward  Clark,  capt.,  enl.  In  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  in  18G2;  did.  Jan.  18,  lw63. 

Jam<  d Fonda,  q.  in.-sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861;  in  many  buttles;  re-enlidUd ; 
dis.  Feb.  24,  1804. 

Frank  W.  Morse,  capt.,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  in  1862;  in  many  battles;  db". 
July  6,  1805. 

Oliver  Hetherington,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Regt.,  Oct.  26,  1861  ; dis.  Not. 
7, 1862. 

Phillip  Mitchell,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  20,  1861  ; 1q  many  battles. 

Geo.  Stockley,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  18G2. 

Arthur  Fitzgerald,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1862. 

Cleveland  J.  Campbell,  col.,  enl.  in  the  navy,  was  trans.  to  a colored  regt.,  and 
prom,  to  colonel;  taken  dick,  and  died  on  the  way  home;  brev.  gen. 

Egbert  Olcott,  maj.  of  the  121st  Regt.,  enl.  Sept.  8, 1862;  prom,  to  col.;  did.  with 
regt. 

John  Melson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1362;  in  battles  of  Gettysburg, 
Fredericksburg,  etc. 

Seth  W.  Beardsley, enl.  in  the  66th  Regt.,  in  Feb.  1862;  in  battle*  of  Fair  Oaka, 
Harrison's  Landing,  etc.;  dis.  Aug.  9,  1862. 

Geo.  Lahoinada,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1861. 

T.  Wilson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  itegt.,  in  1862 ; killed  at  Fredericksburg. 

Chas.  T.  Ferguson,  lieut.,  eul.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  25, 1862;  dis.  for  dis- 
ability. 

Foland  Merriman,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12tli  Regt,,  in  Dec.  1861. 

John  Ramsey,  1st  I ieut.,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  6th  Regt , in  Oct.  1861 ; wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania;  dis.  in  1S63. 

Henry  N.  Barhance,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  44th  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1862;  accidentally 
wounded ; discharged. 

Chas.  Stockley,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  10,  1862. 

Adam  Ilardendorff,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1861 ; lost  a leg. 

Chas.  D.  McLean,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Regt.  U.  S.  S.  8.,  in  March,  1861 ; killed 
at  Gettysburg. 

George  S.  Tuckerman,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Regt.,  in  March,  1861 ; discharged. 

William  0.  McLean,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Regt.  U.  S.  S.  3.,  in  March,  1S61 ; wouuded 
at  second  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  1862;  died  Sept.  11,  18G2. 

Edward  Holmes,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1861. 

Russell  Oaks,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  70th  Regt.,  Dec.  15,1861 ; dis.  in  April,  1862. 

Ellery  Gould,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1861;  in  battles  of  Gettysburg 
and  Chancellorsville. 

William  Hex,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  3d  L.  Art.,  Oct.  2,  1864 ; dis.  May  28,  1865. 

Sylvester  Melford,  asst.-surg.,  enl.  in  the  33d  Regt.  in  1861 ; served  till  the  cl 
of  the  war. 

Isaac  Low,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8, 1862  ; served  during  the  war. 

J.  Wallace,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  44th  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1861 ; died. 

Spencer  Wallace,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  44th  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1861  ; wounded  at  Malvern 
Hill. 

Chas.  Fry,  asst.-surg.,  enl.  in  the  21st  Regt.,  Aug.  15, 1862;  dis.  in  1863. 

Lyman  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  B.  S.  S.,  Nov.  1861. 

ITenry  Harrington,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Regt,  in  Nov.  1861. 

The  following  were  drafted  and  furnished  substitutes:  James  Walradc,  J.  S. 
Best,  Geo.  Merritt,  Davis  W.  Bates,  Wm.  H.  Baldwin,  Wm.  H.  Platner,  B. 
Baxter,  Adam  Sbaul,  John  Sharp,  J.  Pugh,  T.  Wykoff,  James  E.  Dewey, 
Russell  Sherman,  E.  Philon,  N.  C.  Moak,  C.  Galor,  Wm.  R.  Robbins,  John 
Whiteman,  B.  Cox. 

Dwight  Reed,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  U.  S.  S.  S.,  March  13, 1861 ; died  June  GO,  1S62. 

The  following  enlisted  in  the  navy:  Reuben  Cuttcruiarks,  Wm.  C.  Nelson, 
Samuel  Millson,  Wm.  Bastion,  John  Nelson,  James  Hetherington,  Thomas 
Bricn,  Geo.  Engle. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


HON.  W.  W.  CAMPBELL. 

When  the  bloody  and  bitter  persecutions  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  were  dividing  poor  Scotia  into  fragments, 
and  banishing  her  sons  to  other  and  more  peaceful  climes, 
the  ancestors  of  the  subject  of  our  present  sketch  took  a 
last,  long,  lingering  look  at  the  lovely  purple  heather  of 
their  native  hills  of  Argyleshire,  and  fled  for  refuge  into 
the  north  of  Ireland.  The  Campbells  of  Scotland, — there 
a well-known  and  honored  name,  celebrated  both  in  sung 
and  story, — trace  back  their  genealogy  for  more  than  eight 
hundred  years.  Of  that  portion  of  the  family  which  fioi 
to  the  north  of  Ireland,  some  emigrated  to  this  country 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  eighteenth  century ; and 
James  Campbell,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  present  sketch,  settled,  with  a number  of  bis  cvmjHig- 
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*'IM  ilu  at  a place  in  New  Hampshire  which  they 

rum-xl  Londonderry.  We  find  them,  however,  among  the 
earlier  settlers  of  this  Empire  State,  for  this  same  James 
Campbell,  not  .satisfied  with  his  New  Hampshire  home, 
rcmoTol  into  this  State  in  1741.  The  beautiful  valley  of 
tha  M hawk  w.m  at  that  time  a luxuriant  wilderness,  peo- 
only  by  the  red  man  and  his  prey,  save  where  a few 
Germio  families  were  scattered  through  it.  Here  he  made 
hi*  h'-tne. 

Colonel  Samuel  Campbell,  the  son  of  James,  was  a well- 
1,  .>,,wn  patriot  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an 
fcf'.ire  and  efficient  citizen  during  the  French  war,  and  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  a garrison  reared  its  protecting  head 
B{»m  his  farm.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the  bloody 
battle  of  Oriskany.  His  son,  James  S.  Campbell,  the 


In  the  fall  of  1830  a society  was  formed  in  Cherry  Val- 
ley for  literary  purposes,  but  especially  for  collecting  the 
natural  and  civil  history  of  that  section  of  the  countrv. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch,  having  been  requested  to  collo- 
cate and  embody  the  results  of  these  investigations,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  writing  a history  of  the  town.  On  ex- 
amination, however,  he  found  its  Revolutionary  history  so 
intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  whole  valley  of  the 
Mohawk,  that  he  abandoned  his  original  intention  and 
commenced  his  work  entitled  “ Annals  of  Tryon  County, 
or  the  Border  Warfare  of  New  York.”  This  is  one  of  his 
best  works,  indicating  great  research,  and  containing  much 
valuable  historical  information.  Besides  this  work,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  has  also  produced  the  “ Life  and  Writ- 
lings  of  Be  Witt  Clinton,”  “ Life  of  Mrs.  Grant,”  a mission- 


father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  lived  in  more  peaceful 
days.  He  married  a daughter  of  Colonel  Elderkiu,  of 
W indharn,  Conn.,  with  whom  he  settled  amid  the  lovely 
surmundiugs  of  Cherry  Valley,  in  this  State,  where,  on  the 
l'hh  day  of  June,  1S0G,  a son  was  horn  to  him.  This  son, 
R"W  Hon.  William  W.  Campbell,  is  the  subject  of  this 
present  brief  memoir.  The  subject  of  our  sketch,  natu- 
rally ot  a studious  disposition,  was  early  placed  at  the 
< berry  \ alley  academy;  leaving  which  he  entered  Union 
^’Hege,  Schenectady,  from  whence  lie  graduated  in  1827. 
Ath  r leaving  college  he  entered  the  office  of  the  distin- 
cuinhed  Chancellor  Kent,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his 
!■  gal  studies  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
•hich  he  prosecuted  with  vigor  and  success. 


ary  to  Russia,  “Life  of  Robin  Hood,  of  Captain  Kidd, 
etc. 

Besides  his  published  works,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
has  delivered  a large  number  of  orations  and  addresses, 
equally  distinguished  for  ability  and  erudition.  In  IS..' 
he  delivered  an  address  before  the  historical  society 
of  New  York  city  on  the  life  and  military  services  of  Gen. 
James  Clinton.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1840,  he  delivered 
the  centennial  address  at  the  celebration  of  the  citiz.  'is  ■ 
Cherry  Valley.  The  oration  was  very  fine,  and  was  enthu- 
siastically received  by  an  immense  audience.  But  mean- 
while he  had  by  no  means  neglected  the  practice  of  hi- 
profession.  In  1841  Governor  Seward  appointed  him 
master  in  chancery,  and  in  1842  he  was  further  appoint,  i 


■ 
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commissioner  of  bankruptcy  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York.  About  this  time  the  political  interest  of  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  received  an  awakening.  In  1843  he 
was  elected  by  the  American  and  Whig  vote  to  a repre- 
sentative scat  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  where 
he  succeeded  in  effecting  great  reforms  in  our  consular  sys- 
tem. In  July,  1845,  he  delivered  an  oration  before  the 
Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  his  alma  mater,  Union  col- 
lege. In  1848  he,  together  with  John  Dean  and  John  L. 
Mason,  were  elected  justices  of  the  superior  court  of  the 
State  of  New  Y'ork  by  "a  very  large  majority. 

Subsequently,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  visited  the  Old 
World  ; not  the  least  interesting  portion  of  which  to  him 
were  the  misty,  purple  hillsides  and  placid  cold-blue  lakes 
of  the  land  of  his  fathers.  While  there  it  was  his  good 
fortune  to  be  present  at  a reception  of  the  present  beloved 
sovereign  of  Great  Britain,  an  occasion  which  brought  to- 
gether all  the  Scottish  clans,  and  among  the  rest  the  one 
from  which  he  is  descended.  They  gave  him  a cordial  Scot- 
tish welcome.  At  a grand  dinner  given  by  the  Celtic  so- 
ciety, upon  the  beautiful  lawn  of  the  ancient  castle  of  the 
duke  of  Argyle,  the  following  beautiful  incident  occurred, 
illustrative  of  Scottish  character  : 

The  president  of  the  society,  alluding  to  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  stated  that  there  was  one  among  them  who  had 
long  been  a wanderer  from  the  Highland  Hock  ; who,  in- 
deed, now  placed  his  foot  upon  the  ancestral  soil  for  the  first 
time.  He  stated  that  his  ancestors,  nearly  a century  and  a 
half  since,  had  been  driven  out  of  Scotland  by  persecution 
for  conscience’  sake,  and  that  he  was  the  first  of  his  imme- 
diate race  who  had  returned  to  the  land  of  his  forefathers. 
Belonging  by  blood  as  he  did  to  a very  old  branch  of  the 
powerful  clan  of  Argyle,  the  president  trusted  that  the  so- 
ciety would  adopt  the  motion  he  had  to  make,  which  was 
that  the  gentleman  should  be  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  society.  The  motion  was  adopted  by  acclamation, 
and  the  health  of  the  new  member  drank  with  Highland 
honors.  Each  chieftain,  standing  with  his  left  foot  upon 
his  chair  and  his  right  resting  upon  the  edge  of  the  table, 
carried  his  glass  slowly  round  his  head  with  his  right  hand, 
repeating  in  Grebe,  after  the  president,  “zYc/’.s/i,  nets  It,  shed 
orra,  neish  /”  ( now,  now,  here’s  to  him,  now  !) ; after  which 
the  old  piper  of  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  who  had  been 
an  attentive  listener,  struck  up  the  stirring  tune  of  the  clan’s 
song  at  the  gathering  in  1745, — 

“Ob,  you’ro  long  in  coming,  but  you’re  welcome,”  etc. 

In  1857  the  subject  of  our  sketch  returned  to  Cherry 
Valley,  where,  immediately  after  and  without  solicitation, 
* he  was  nominated  and  triumphantly  elected  a justice  of  the 
supreme  court.  The  office  sought  him  almost  immediately 
upon  his  return  to  his  native  town.  No  small  tribute  this 
to  the  legal  ability  and  erudition  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  and  an  unanswerable  testimony  to  the  warm  admi- 
ration of  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  possessed  of  a large  and  com- 
manding person  and  fine  presence.  He  has  great  abilities 
as  a public  speaker,  with  a full  and  free  flow  of  chaste  and 
eloquent  language,  lie  is  a kind  neighbor,  a true  and  un- 
wavering friend,  and  above  all — that  noblest  work  of  God 
— an  honest  man.  Too  old  himself  to  buckle  on  his  armor 


and  mingle  in  the  martial  strife  of  the  late  Rebellion,  he 
sent  his  three  sons  to  the  army,  and  also  contributed  liber- 
ally, both  of  money  and  effort,  to  help  on  the  war. 

Though  somewhat  advanced,  as  years  go,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  is,  by  his  active  and  untiring  energy,  still  in 
the  redundant  prime  of  life.  Active  in  every  good  work, 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him,  may  he  yet  add  many  years 
of  usefulness  to  those  already  so  honorably  spent. 


JOSEPH  MELON 

was  born  in  Suffield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  Aug.  27,  1778. 
He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the  district 
school,  and  subsequently  entered  the  Westfield  academy, 
closing  his  studies  at  the  celebrated  private  select  school  of 
Rev.  Ebcnezer  Gay.  He  pursued  his  studies  with  diligence 
and  attention,  and  succeeded  in  acquiring  an  education  that 
well  qualified  him  for  his  subsequent  successful  business 
career.  He  taught  the  high  school  at  Suffield  two  years, 
and  in  1S09  came  to  Litchfield,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  the  following  year  commenced  the  mercantile  business  at 
Bridgewater,  Oneida  Co.  During  the  war  with  England, 
in  1812-15,  the  troops  at  Oswego  were  supplied  with  pro- 
visions from  the  Bridgewater  establishment  on  contract, 
delivered  at  Oswego  by  wagons  or  sleighs.  The  provisions 
were  received  at  Oswego  by  Alvin  Bronson,  now  residing 
in  that  city  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years,  who 
at  that  time  was  agent  for  I.  & J.  Townsend,  the  con- 
tractors for  supplying  the  Northern  army  with  provisions. 

In  1815  he  became  interested  in  the  Susquehanna  cotton 
and  woolen  manufactory,  situated  on  the  Susquehanna  river, 
in  the  town  of  Hartwick,  which  he  managed  until  1819, 
when  he  became  interested  in  the  Union  cotton  manufac- 
tory, located  on  the  outlet  of  Schuyler’s  lake,  which  was 
about  the  first  in  the  State.  Here  he  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  calico  prints  with  indigo  and  madder  dyes, 
by  block  prints,  having  procured  a practical  workman  from 
England,  and  succeeded  until  the  manufacture  of  prints  by 
copper  rollers  aud  machinery  was  commenced,  which  was  in 
about  the  years  1821-22. 

The  vending  of  early  manufactured  goods  of  shirting, 
sheeting,  and  ticking,  blue-dyeing  having  been  successfully 
established  at  the  Union  factory,  Mr.  Phelon  personally 
opened  a business  for  the  sale  of  the  Union  articles  with 
merchants  in  all  the  principal  cities  and  villages  between 
Otsego  and  the  Pennsylvania  on  the  south,  and  Lake  On- 
tario north,  to  Chatauqua  county  west;  became  familiar  with 
all  roads,  business  men,  and  banks,  and  to  this  day  can 
locate  and  give  a history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 
portion  of  the  State  for  the  hist  fifty  years,  and  of  his  bad- 
ness acquaintances  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  Albany  till 
the  last  twenty  years,  when  he  left  off  traveling  and  retired. 

In  18.’52  he  removed  to  his  present  location,  then  known 
as  the  Hudson  farm,  originally  known  as  *•  Lindsay's  Bush." 
where  tho  first  settlement  in  Otsego  County  was  made. 
Since  locating  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  he  has 
manifested  a lively  interest  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has 
been  considered  one  of  the  leading  and  progressive  agricul- 
turists of  the  county.  Lindsay  Bush  farm,  as  this  location 
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properly  he  called,  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the 
ortintv.  an  ! here  was  manufactured  the  first  cheese  that 
was  «.  nt  to  England.  Mr.  Phelon  was  also  interested  in 
»«..  I raL'iie.'.  and  became  the  owner  of  the  first  imported 
rattle  bmuMit  into  Otsego  County. 

In  January,  1>15,  lie  united  in  marriage  with  Alcena 
IVi.-J.  w,  .Guuhter  of  Benjamin  Denslow,  a patriotic  soldier 
. f the  Revolution,  who  was  wounded  on  the  battle-field  of 
Sirjt-'jx  The  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  five  of 
vh  ui  an*  1 ivi.it?. 

\|  r pin  ion,  although  now  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
vr-jrv  retains,  in  a remarkable  degree,  much  of  the  vigor 
send  ambiti  in  of  youth. 


CHAPTER  XXXYI. 

TOWN  OF  DECATUR. 

Orfaniuitioii  — Geographical  — Topographical — Early  Settlers  and 
their  Location  — Initial  Events — The  First  Town-Meeting — Officers 
Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  1S09  to  1S7S — Present 
Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — Area — Equal- 
i ted  and  Assessed  Valuation — Population  from  1SI0  to  IS75. 

Dk  cater  was  set  ofF  from  the  old  town  of  Worcester 
on  March  2.">,  ISOS.  Prior  to  1797  it  comprised  a portion 
of  the  old  town  of  Cherry  Valley,  which  in  that  year  was 
diminished  in  area  by  the  erection  of  Worcester.  It  re- 
mained ;es  a part  of  that  town  until  the  division  of  Worces- 
ter, in  1st  IS,  and  the  erection  of  this  town,  Maryland,  and 
We>tford.  It  lies  on  the  east  line  of  the  county,  and  is 
bounded  as  follows : on  the  north  by  Rosehoom ; on  the 
cast  by  Schoharie  county  ; on  the  south  by  Worcester  ; and 
on  the  west  by  Westford.  Its  surface  is  hilly,  broken  by 
narrow  valleys.  The  principal  streams  arc  Oak  and  Parker 
creeks,  tributaries  of  the  Schenevus.  The  soil  Is  a sandy 
and  gravelly  loam. 

The  first  settlement  of  Decatur  was  made  in  about  the 
year  1790,  by  Jacob  Kinney,  near  the  village  of  Decatur. 

Jacob  Brown  was  a pioneer.  lie  came  from  Columbia 
county  in  1797,  and  located  on  lands  now  owned  by  B.  R. 
Brown,  a grandson.  Jacob  Brown,  Jr.,  came  in  with  his 
lather,  and  remained  on  the  old  homestead  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1S77.  Five  children  are  living,  viz., 
Henry,  Bar/.illa,  Sandford,  Lucy  M.,aud  Harriet,  the  wife  of 
L.  E.  Preston  ; all,  save  Henry,  are  residents  of  the  town. 

1 he  first  merchant  in  the  town  was  Mr.  Sloan,  who 
c;uuc  from  Columbia  county  in  1797.  He  located  and 
opened  the  pioneer  store  north  of  the  present  village,  on  lands 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Northrop,  known  as  the  R.  C.  Lansing 
farm. 

Ihe  first  merchant  in  the  present  village  was  Nahum 
1 li<inip>-ou,  a prominent  pioneer,  and  the  first  tavern-keeper. 
He  was  a member  of  assembly  in  184  L A son,  Julius  R. 
I houipson,  is  a practicing  attorney  in  the  village  of  Sehene- 
VUs-  Another  son,  Nahum  B.,  resides  on  the  old  liome- 
-t'  ad.  and  a daughter  is  the  wife  of  Josiah  Earl,  and  re- 
sides in  Worcester. 


John  Treat  was  also  a pioneer.  A son,  Elisha  Treat,  came 
into  the  town  with  his  father,  and  at  the  present  writing 
is  living  here,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  was  J.  Youngs,  who  located 
on  lands  now  owned  by  Elisha  Shelland,  a son-in-law.  Mr. 
Shellaud  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  in  1811,  and 
has  been  a resident  of  the  town  half  a century.  His  son, 
James  E.  Shelland,  was  supervisor  of  the  town  in  1877. 

A venerable  octogenarian  is  Charles  Kaples,  who  settled 
in  this  town  in  an  early  day,  and  was  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  still  resides  here,  and  is  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

Nathan  and  Gardner  Boom  were  early  settlers.  Isaac, 
a son  of  Nathan,  now  resides  in  the  town.  lie  was  burn 
in  this  county  in  1802.  Amos  Boorn,  a son  of  Gardner, 
was  a prominent  citizen,  and  officiated  as  supervisor  -ix 
years,  and  town  clerk  eleven  years.  Samuel  Thompson 
came  from  New  England,  and  early  located  on  lauds  now 
owned  by  Hon.  Leonard  Caryl. 

The  father  of  Orra  Ferris  was  an  early  settler.  Orra 
Ferris  was  an  active  citizen,  and  held  the  office  of  supervisor 
four  terms.  A son  named  Warren  resides  in  the  town. 

One  of  the  oldest  native  residents  of  the  town  is  Chelsea 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  1811,  only  three  years  after  the 
organization  of  Decatur.  Mr.  Davis  now  resides  ou  lands 
originally  settled  by  David  Tripp,  who  was  the  first  super- 
visor of  the  town,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  rep- 
resented Decatur  in  the  board  of  supervisors  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years.  L.  D.  Davis  also  ranks  among  the  oldest 
native  residents  of  the  county,  having  been  born  in  1810. 
He  is  a present  justice  of  the  peace. 

Pioneer  physicians  in  this  town  were  Chas.  Barrows  and 
Julius  Bowley. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  by  John  Champion,  grand- 
father of  S.  B.  Champion,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Shi»/>rJ 
Mirror , a sparkling  and  excellent  newspaper,  published  in 
Stamford,  Delaware  county.  Janies  Stewart  built  the  first 
earding-uiill. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Samuel  Thurbur  in  about 
the  year  1798.  The  first  person  buried  in  the  cemetery 
was  Rufus  Kiug. 

Among  other  early  settlers  in  the  town  are  mentioned 
the  names  of  Lemuel  Fletcher,  who  was  the  first  town 
clerk,  Andrew  Elliott,  Elijah  Bennett,  Bobt.  Crawford. 
Jonathan  Davis,  Rufus  Ingalls,  Justis  Lewis,  Orlando 
Kaple,  James  Bascomb,  Alexander  Alford,  Daniel  Brother- 
ton,  William  Alford,  D.  Natch,  Philip  Stonematch.  1> 
Howe,  Amos  Crippen,  Peter  Elliott,  Robert  C.  Lansing 
Mr.  Griggs,  and  Mr.  Hoyt. 

DECATUR 

is  a pleasant  hamlet,  located  in  the  southwestern  part  nt 
the  town,  and  contains  one  church,  a store,  hotel,  saw-mi n. 
two  wagon-shops,  three  blacksmith-shops,  and  about  otic 
hundred  inhabitants.  The  hotel  is  kept  by  8.  I . IV  ir  •. 
and  the  store  by  Sumner  Pierson.  The  town  clerk  - ■ . 
is  also  located  here, — David  Cipperly.  clerk. 

TIIE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 


Ihe  Sewards  and  Parkers  were  early  settlers  southeast  of 
Decatur,  and  several  grandchildren  are  residents  of  the  town. 


was  held  in  March,  1809,  at  which  the 
were  chosen,  viz. : 


following 


ofii.  r~ 


. 
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Supervisor. — David  Tripp. 

Town  Clerk. — Lemuel  Fletcher. 

Assessors. — James  Steward,  Andrew  Elliott,  and  Samuel 
Thompson. 

ConstaJAe  and  Collector. — Elijah  Bennett. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Ilobt.  Crawford,  Jonathan 
Davis,  and  Rufus  Ingalls. 

Poor-masters. — Andrew  Elliott  and  Justis  Lewis. 

Fence  Viewers. — Barzilla  Brown  and  Justis  Lewis. 

Pathmasters. — Chauncey  Parker,  Orlando  Ivaple,  James 
Bascomb,  Robtcrt  Crawford,  Alexander  Alford,  Daniel 
Brotherton.'  William  Alford,  D.  Natch,  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, Gardner  Brown,  Philip  Stonematch,  and  Elijah 
Elliott. 


The  fol  owing  is  a list  of  those  who  have  served  this 


town  as  supervisors  and  town  clerks  from  its  organization 
to  1878: 


Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 


1S09 

Lemuel  Fletcher. 

1810 

44  it 

44  44 

1811 

tt  tt 

44  44 

1812 

a a 

Jacob  Elliott. 

1813 

44  44 

1814 

Amos  Crippen. 

44  44 

1815 

a i» 

1816 

it  a 

44  44 

1817 

a tt 

44  44 

1818 

a a 

44  44 

1819 

a tt 

44  44 

1820 

tt  tt 

R.  C.  Lansing. 

1821 

a a 

44  44 

1822 

tt  a 

44  t* 

1823 

a a 

it  it 

1824 

tt  tt 

tt  it 

1825 

tt  it 

1826 

it  4 i 

it  it 

1827 

tt  it 

it  tt 

1828 

tt  tt 

Amos  Boorn. 

1829 

44  44 

1830 

tt  it  it 

44  44 

1831 

44  44 

1832 

it  it 

ft  tt 

1833 

it  it 

it  tt 

1834 

Leonard  Harrow. 

1835 

Arnos  Boorn. 

1836 

4 4 44 

1837 

44  44  44 

44  44 

1838 

it  tt 

1839 

it  tt 

1840 

It.  T.  Woodin. 

1841 

“ “ 

Isaac  Boorn. 

1842 

tt  ft 

James  E.  Lansing. 

1843 

44  44  44 

1844 

it  44 

44  44  44 

1845 

I.  N.  Xorthrup. 

1846 

Isaac  Boorn. 

1S47 

Hanson  Wright. 

184S 

Isaac  Boorn. 

1S49 

“ “ 

J.  E.  Lansing. 

1850 

L.  G.  Cass. 

44  44 

1851 

John  T.  Crippen. 

1852 

J.  E.  Lansing. 

1853 

44  44 

1854 

L.  D.  Davis. 

L.  F.  Preston. 

1855 

Jas.  Shclland. 

1S56 

S.  B.  Hartwell. 

1857 

Chas.  Kaplcs. 

1858 

44  4 4 

1859 

..  " U 

tt  , tt 

I860 

Geo.  >1.  Boorn. 

1861 

M.  V.  B.  Rowley. 

1862 

Geo.  M.  Starkweather. 

1863 

it  it 

M.  V.  B.  Rowley. 

1864 

a :t 

Chas.  A.  Gibson. 

1865 

J.  \V.  Gardner. 

1866 

E.  It.  Waterman. 

1867 

I).  11.  Green. 

1868 

E.  S.  Brown. 

1869 

D.  11.  Green. 

1870 

'*  '* 

D.  Kaple. 

1871 

1872 

“ “ 

44  It 

1873 

H.  Hovt. 

1871 

Joseph  Pearson. 

1875 

“ “ 

Chas.  Goode!  1. 

1876 

44  44 

The  town  officers  elected  in  1877  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — James  E.  Shclland. 

Toion  Clerk. — David  Cipperly. 

Assessor. — William  Fern. 

Collector. — S.  F.  Pearson. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — J.  N.  Pitcher,  James  Stafford. 
Barzilla  Brown. 

Road  Commissioner. — James  L.  Dailey. 

Poormaster. — I.  Bulsom. 

Constables. — N.  Potter,  W.  L.  Knapp,  C.  Mickle,  H. 
Barner. 

Excuse  Commissioner. — Win.  H.  Vrooman. 

Auditors. — Geo.  M.  Starkweather,  John  Pratt,  D.  G. 
Brown. 

DECATUR  CHURCH. 

The  first  church  organized  in  this  town  was  a union 
church,  with  the  following  members : Timothy  Parker. 
Bigcr  Wright,  Stiles  Parker,  Jesse  Davis,  Martha  Howe, 

James  Parker,  Martha  Davis,  Sarah  Maple, Parker, 

J.  Lewis,  N.  Lewis,  Samuel  Howe,  P.  Parker,  and  Elijah 
Parker. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1807,  at  a cost 
of  8500.  The  pioneer  preacher  in  Decatur  was  Father 
Willis.  Among  other  early  ministers  are  mentioned  the 
names  of  C.  Catlin,  Timothy  Parker,  Jesse  Davis,  Samuel 
Howe.  Biger  Wright  was  the  first  class-leader. 

The  present  and  only  church  edifice  in  the  town  is  located 
in  the  village  of  Decatur,  and  was  erected  in  1839,  at  a 
cost  of  §2000. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows  : John 
Dailey,  class-leader;  L.  L.  Davis,  Esq.,  Henry  Holmes, 
William  II.  Day,  Chelsea  Davis,  and  James  E.  Shclland. 
stewards.  The  church  has  a membership  of  thirty-five, 
and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Wood. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865  Decatur  had  9471  acres  of  improved  lands,  the 
cash  value  of  which  was  $3S2,650.  There  were  2197  acres 
of  plowed  land  ; in  pasture,  3445  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat 
harvested,  177;  bushels  of  oats,  11,779;  bushels  of  rye, 
352;  bushels  of  barley,  758;  bushels  of  buckwheat, 
4395;  of  corn,  2127;  of  potatoes;  11,635;  of  peas,  539; 
of  beans,  76;  of  turnips,  416  ; pounds  of  hops,  60,797  ; 
of  tobacco,  50  ; bushels  of  apples  harvested  in  1864,  8614  . 
barrels  of  cider,  191  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar,  20, SI 5 ; 
pounds  of  butter,  63,  585  ; of  cheese,  13.8S5. 

Agricultural  statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  2094;  in 
pasture,  3021  ; mown,  4015  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  441  ; 
bushels  of  barley  produced,  441  ; buckwheat.  3157;  corn, 
1568;  oats.  22,577  ; rye,  17  ; spring  wheat,  1 7 U ; winter 
wheat  (1874),  30;  peas,  65;  pounds  of  hops.  28.210; 
bushels  of  potatoes,  18,072;  barrels  of  cider,  173;  maple 
sugar,  pounds,  955 ; value  poultry  sold,  8567  . eggs. 
81365;  pounds  of  butter  made,  86,713;  cheese,  6875. 
pork  made  on  farms,  49,533  pounds. 

Area. — Decatur  has  an  area  of  12,811  acres,  the  assessed 
valuation  of  which  is  8172,100,  and  the  equalized  valua- 
tion is  8190,689. 

The  following  shows  the  population  from  1810  to  1876: 


■ 
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POPUI.ATION. 


lain 

902 

1845 

975 

isu 

..  ... 819 

1850 

927 

1820 

90S 

1855 

913 

1825 

1061 

I860 

902 

1830 

1110 

1865 

853 

1835 

975 

1870 

802 

1840 

1071 

1875 

741 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  enlisted  to  fill  the 
quotas  of  Decatur  in  the  late  Rebellion,  compiled  by  L.  D. 
Davis,  Esq. : 

Nehemiah  Will  to,  enl.  Sept.  1,  18G4. 

Albert  B.  Essex. 

Edwin  It.  Waterman,  enl.  Aug.  9,  1801,  In  the  Cavalry. 

Tfyeroti  Treat,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Lorenzo  II.  Knapp,  enl.  in  1864. 

Charles  Butterfield. 

Ide  Hartwell,  eul.  in  1864. 

Owen  B.  Earl,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

James  H.  Putnam,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Alfred  Monruo,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

John  R.  Dana,  enl.  in  1864. 

John  D.  Waterman,  enl.  in  1864. 

P.  Waterman,  enl.  in  121st  Ite^t.  in  18G2. 

Charles  H.  Smith,  enl.  in  the  70th  Regt.  in  1861. 

Otis  Stoete,  enl  in  the  Cav.  in  1S64. 

David  Wright. 

Levi  Rory,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Alexander  Rory,  enl.  in  18G4. 

Joseph  Joning,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

George  Crippen,  enl.  in  the  121st  Itegt.  in  1862. 

Levi  Crippen,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1862. 

Alexander  Bates,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Willihm  H.  Bates,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1S64. 

Robert  Skinner,  enl.  in  1861. 

David  Cipperly,  enl.  iu  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Tobias  Fletcher,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  I860. 

Lansing  Van  Voorhiss,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  1864. 

Levi  Van  Voorhiss,  enl.  in  the  Cav.  in  18G4. 

Ray  Maple,  enl.  in  the  51st  Regt.  in  1801. 

Daniel  Kaple,  enl.  in  1864. 

John  Lovejoy,  enl.  in  1864. 

Stephen  Platner,  enl.  in  1804. 

Carlton  B.  Shays,  enl.  in  the  76th  Regt.  in  1861. 

William  H.  Darling,  enl.  iu  the  121st  Itegt.  in  1862. 

E.  Brown,  enl.  in  1864. 

William  H.  Boom,  enl.  in  tho  121st  Itegt.  in  1862. 

Thomas  McCool,  James  Houston,  Joseph  Jening,  John  Lovejoy,  Everitt  Wooden, 
Eugene  Parks,  Orlando  Bishop,  Joseph  Darling,  Duane  Marsh,  Marvin 
Waterman,  Daniel  Dailey. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

TOWN  OF  EDME3TON. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  and 
their  Location — Percifcr  Carr — Incidents — Initial  Events — Town 
Officers,  etc. — Agricultural  aud  (Jenera!  Statistics — Area — Assessed 
and  Equalized  Valuation — Population. 

Edmeston  was  formed  from  the  town  of  Burlington,  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1808,  the  same  year  in  which  Westford, 
Decatur,  and  Maryland  were  organized.  It  is  located  on 
the  western  border  of  the  county,  north  of  the  centre,  and 
is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by  Plainfield,  on  the 
east  by  Burlington,  on  the  south  by  Pittsfield,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  which  separates  it  from  Mad- 
ison counry.  The  surface  is  an  elevated  upland,  broken  by 
numerous  valleys.  The  highest  elevations  are  about  400  feet 
above  the  Unadilla.  There  are  several  small  streams  in  the 
town,  most  of  which  are  tributaries  of  Wharton  creek,  which 
flows  across  the  southeast  corner,  entering  the  Unadilla  in 


the  town  of  Pittsfield.  The  soil  Is  fertile  and  well  adapted 
to  agricultural  pursuits. 

This  locality  was  within  the  bounds  of  the  Oneida  nation, 
and  along  the  Unadilla,  through  this  delightful  valley,  was 
one  of  the  favorite  haunts  of  the  Indian,  and  here  was  the 
Oneida  chieftain's  favorite  hunting-ground,  as  the  river  pro- 
duced great  quantities  of  fish,  while  deer  and  other  animals 
roamed  at  will  in  the  adjacent  forests.  This  territory  was 
in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  red  man  until  about 
the  year  1770. 

In  1770  a grant,  embracing  a large  tract  of  land  lying 
along  the  river,  was  made  to  Colonel  Edmeston,  in  return 
for  his  services  for  having  been  a soldier  in  the  British 
army,  and  served  meritoriously  in  the  French  war  of  1763. 
Soon  after  the  grant  was  made,  Colonel  Edmeston  sent  Per- 
cifer  Carr,  a faithful  soldier  who  had  served  in  his  com- 
mand, to  settle  on  the  tract,  and  for  a long  series  of  years 
this  courageous  pioneer,  with  his  wife  and  servants,  were 
the  only  whites  in  the  valley  of  the  Unadilla.  But  fur  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  followed  soon  after,  and  Carr’s 
unfortunate  sympathy  with  the  king,  they  might  have  de- 
veloped their  forest  home,  and  the  remainder  of  the  old 
soldier’s  days  might  have  passed  in  rest  and  quietude.  That 
he  was  in  friendly  intercourse  with  Brant,  is  clearly  ex- 
hibited by  a letter  written  him  by  the  dusky  warrior,  under 
date,  “ Tunadilla,  July  9,  1778.”*  Not  only  was  he  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  king’s  people,  but  he  rendered  the  Tories 
substantial  assistance  by  sending  them  supplies  from  the 
estate. 

Before  the  close  of  the  war  a band  of  hostile  Indians  in- 
vaded the  estate,  killed  the  servants,  burned  the  buildings, 
and  carried  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  into  captivity.  Their  cap- 
tors  exhibited  a savage  and  inhuman  spirit,  and  caused 
them  to  submit  to  many  degradations.  They  were  particu- 
larly severe  in  their  treatment  of  Carr,  and  while  crossing 
streams  he  was  compelled  to  lie  down  in  the  mud  and  water 
as  a bridge  for  the  savages  to  cross  upon. 

They  were  taken  to  Canada,  and  there  kept  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  they  were  set  free,  and  immediately 
retraced  their  steps  to  the  Unadilla.  But  what  a change 
met  the  gaze  of  the  exiles  as  they  reached  the  old  location. 
Their  home  was  in  ruins,  and  the  fields  in  which  they  had 
labored  so  hard  to  redeem  from  the  forest  were  covered  with 
briers  and  underbrush.  No  human  voice  in  the  wilderness 
to  welcome  them,  aud  no  relic  left  as  a remembrance  of  the 
once  happy  home.  “Hark!  what  is  that  noise?  ’tis  the 
snapping  of  brush  under  the  tread  of  some  animal  which  is 
coruiug  in  this  direction.”  The  sound  comes  nearer,  nearer, 
and  at  last  through  the  thicket  and  before  the  astonished 
exiles  walks  the  old  family  horse.  He  had  been  overlooked 
by  the  marauding  savages,  and  during  these  long  years  had 
lingered  around  the  old  home,  living  on  wild  herbage  and 
buds. 

Their  home  was  soon  restored  to  something  of  its  original 
comfort,  where  they  remained  until  the  death  of  Colouel 
Edmeston,  when  Carr  was  neglected  by  the  remaining  heirs, 
and  for  some  time  su tiered  in  want  and  poverty;  at  knt, 
however,  a piece  of  land  was  secured  to  him,  upon  which 


* See  page  16. 
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he  remained  until  his  death.  Thus  cndeth  the  story  of 
the  pioneer  of  Edmeston. 

Up  on  the  death  of  Colonel  Edmeston  the  estate  fell  to 
the  heirs  and  minor  children  residing  in  England,  from 
whom  no  secure  title  could  be  obtained  for  many  years, 
which  greatly  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  town. 

One  of  the  first  settlers  after  Mr.  Carr  was  Aden  Dom- 
ing. He  was  born  in  1768,  and  lived  with  the  Quakers  in 
Pittsfield  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  purchased  his 
time  for  twenty  dollars.  In  1701  he  married  Martha 
Phelps,  and  after  having  purchased  a farm  in  this  town 
and  made  some  improvements,  sold  it  for  8125,  and  in 
1792  settl  ,‘d  with  his  family  in  the  locality  now  known  as 
“ Graves’  Flats.”  He  soon  after  moved  across  Wharton 
creek.  He  was  an  industrious,  hardy  pioneer,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  June,  1847,  he  was  the  owner  of  1300 
acres  of  land  in  Edmeston,  and  400  in  Pittsfield.  His  wife 
died  in  1848.  Of  their  family  two  reside  in  the  county, 
— Lyman  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Betsey,  wife  of  Edwin 
Phelps,  in  Edmeston  Centre.  Nelson  lives  in  New  "Berlin, 
Chenango  county. 

The  pioneers  on  the  Unadilla  were  the  De  Forests, — 
Abel  and  Gideon. 

James  Kennedy  was  an  active  pioueer  at  Edmeston 
Centre,  and  he,  together  with  William  Kennedy,  built  the 
first  grist>mill  in  the  town,  at  the  Centre  in  1801,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  mill,  erected  by  William 
Stickney. 

They  also  built  the  first  saw-mill  in  town,  at  about  the 
same  time. 

The  first  school  was  taught  here,  but  no  record  or  even 
tradition  exists  from  which  we  can  glean  the  teacher’s 
name.  Like  most  of  the  schools  of  those  early  days,  it  was 
undoubtedly  held  in  a building  where  slabs  answered  the 
place  of  boards  for  desk  and  seat. 

The  “ Gazetteer  of  1S00”  states  that  the  first  inn  was  kept 
at  this  place  by  Rufus  Graves.  Possibly  this  was  the  first 
regular  inn,  but  Pereifer  Carr,  mentioned  on  a previous  page 
as  the  first  settler  in  the  town,  many  years  kept  a public- 
house,  which  wTas  well  known  in  the  surrounding  country. 

The  first  regular  store  was  opened  in  1824  by  Lyman 
White,  which  proved  a great  convenience  to  the  settlers. 
This  building  has  been  added  to  from  time  to  time,  and  is 
now  used  as  a hotel,  kept  bv  Delos  Davis.  In  the  follow- 
ing year  another  store  was  opened  across  the  street,  by  Silas 
Barleson. 

Among  other  early  tradesmen  are  mentioned  the  names 
of  Erastus  Waldo  and  Benjamin  Poet. 

In  1818,  William  Stickney  and  Samuel  Simmons,  two 
blacksmiths,  built  a forge  and  trip-hammer  for  the  manu- 
facture of  axes,  scythes,  and  wrought-iron  plow-shares. 

The  first  cast-iron  plow  Seen  here  was  in  1823. 

A carding-  and  fulling-mill,  a long-needed  industry  and 
convenience,  was  erected  here  in  1818  by  a man  named 
Stearns.  In  1820  he  disposed  of  it  to  Joseph  Footman, 
who  operated  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1844. 
The  site  has  since  been  occupied  by  his  son  Truman  as  a 
planing-mill,  etc. 

The  first  tannery  wits  built  by  John  Bilyea,  on  the  site 
of  the  present  tannery. 


The  first  physician  wits  Dr.  Gains  Smith,  who  came  with 
his  family  from  Vermont  in  about  the  year  1S00,  and 
settled  on  the  road  leading  from  Edmeston  Centre  to  Wc.-t 
Burlington.  He  had  a large  practice,  and  was  hi_rr,I v 
esteemed  in  the  community.  lie  died  in  1819,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

A daughter  named  Rachel  married  David  Brown,  in 
Vermont,  and  moved  to  this  town  after  her  father’s  death. 
Another  daughter,  Diantha,  married  Benjamin  St.  John,  in 
Saratoga  county.  A son,  Hon.  David  B.  St.  John,  became 
a resident  of  this  town  in  1820,  and  has  done  much  to 
advance  the  interests  of  Edmeston,  as  well  as  the  adjoininc: 
town  of  Pittsfield.  He  at  one  time  resided  in  Pittsfield, 
and  represented  that  town  in  the  board  of  supervisors 
during  ten  successive  terms,  from  1835  to  1S45. 

His  record  in  the  board  of  supervisors,  together  with  his 
general  integrity  and  character,  won  him  the  esteem  of  the 
people,  and  he  was  subsequently  chosen  member  of  assem- 
bly in  the  years  1849-59-60,  and  was  in  the  constitu- 
tional convention  in  1846. 

Another  pioneer  physician  and  prominent  citizen  wa_s 
Dr.  Halsey  Spencer,  w7ho  came  from  Greene  county  to 
Otsego  in  1814,  and  located  in  West  Exeter.  He  remained 
there  two  years,  and  removing  to  this  town,  settled  on  the 
turnpike,  between  the  Centre  and  West  Burlington,  where 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  labored 
until  his  death  in  1S70.  lie  was  an  esteemed  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  the  county,  and  served  in  various  official 
capacities.  He  was  supervisor  in  1S35-37,  member  of 
assembly  in  1828,  and  sheriff  in  1838. 

William  M.  Spencer,  M.D.,  a son,  was  the  first  resident 
physician  at  the  Centre,  where  he  now  resides,  and  Is  in  t In- 
active practice  of  his  profession.  He  has  served  several 
years  as  supervisor.  Lewis  Spencer,  brother  of  Dr.  Spencer, 
resides  at  the  Centre,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Hull,  a sister,  in 
West  Exeter. 

Daniel  Chapin  and  wife  emigrated  from  Richmond. 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  in  about  the  year  lS'UO.  and  set- 
tled one  and  a half  miles  west  of  the  Centre  on  lands  of 
the  Cooper  patent.  He  died  in  1S37,  aged  sixty-three. 
His  eldest  son,  Walter,  remained  on  a portion  of  the  old 
homestead  until  1S70,  when  he  removed  to  Unadilla  Forks, 
where  he  now  resides. 

John,  the  secotid  son,  occupies  the  homestead.  Ills 
mother  is  living  with  him  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years. 
Alfonso  is  a resident  of  Sherburne,  Chenango  couuty. 

Uriah  Chapin  was  an  early  settler  in  Burlington.  David 
Chapin  settled  near  Edmeston  Centre,  where  he  conducted  a 
tannery.  A son,  Laurcntine,  lives  on  the  homestead. 

Nathan  Langworthy,  wife,  and  family  emigrated  from 
Rhode  Island  about  the  year  1805  and  settled  in  Br  v- 
field,  Madison  county,  about  half  a mile  below  V cst  Ei- 
moston  village,  where  he  died.  Two  of  his  children  su  - 
scquently  moved  across  the  river  into  this  couuty.  V 111 
F.  Langworthy,  a son,  settled  on  a farm  in  - t cf  ' - 
father’s  place.  He  married  Desire  A.  Bicss  in  1832.  Nu- 
merous representatives  of  this  honored  family  are  resid  ’ 
of  the  town.  Hollnm  Langworthy,  who  now  occup  - i..- 
father’s  homestead,  is  an  enterprising  citizen  and  a 
ful  apiarian. 


Chas.  F Goodrich 


Mrs  Chas.  F.  Goodrich 
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The  Hoxie  family  were  of  English  origin.  The  first  of 
the  family  who  eame  to  this  country  located  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Stephen  Ilosie,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
present  family  residing  in  Edmeston,  emigrated  from  Con- 
necticut, and  was  among  the  first  settlers  in  the  Unadilla 
valley,  at  Leonardsville,  upon  premises  now  owned  by  his 
direct  descendants.  lie  was  an  honored  pioneer,  and  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years.  Na- 
than B.  Hoxie,  his  grandson,  and  son  of  Solomon  Hoxie, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  1801.  In  1820  he  married  Eliza  Lang- 
worthy,  and  in  1832  moved  in  this  town,  locating  upon 
the  Edmeston  patent,  which  at  that  time,  was  a dense  unin- 
viting wilderness.  The  farm  upon  which  he  settled  is  now 
owned  by  his  younger  sou,  Samuel  L.  Hoxie.  Nathan  B. 
Hoxie  had  but  two  children,  who  grew  to  years  of  man- 
hood,— Solomon,  now  residing  at  Whitestown,  Oneida 
county,  and  Samuel  L.,  who  resides  upon  a farm  adjoining 
the  old  homestead.  The  former  married  Lucy  P.  Stickney, 
of  Edmeston,  and  has  three  children, — C.  Be  Forest,  Jennie 
L.,  and  Franklin.  Mr.  -Hoxie  has  been  an  active  citizen 
of  the  town,  and  was  supervisor  four  years  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion.  Samuel  L.  married  Rosetta  E.  Pope, 
and  their  family  consists  of  two  children, — Arthur  S.  and  E. 
Ellsworth.  Agnes,  a daughter,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years.  31 r.  Hoxie  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  is  ranked  among  the  progressive  agriculturists 
and  stock-breeders  of  the  country.  lie  occupies  over  400 
acres  of  land  lying  along  the  Unadilla  river,  and  is  largely 
engaged  in  dairying,  although  he  gives  much  attention  to 
breeding  of  improved  stock.  His  horses  are  of  the  Ham- 
blctonian  and  Golddust  breeds.  lie  Ls  a leading  member 
of  the  Unadilla  Stock-Breeders’  association,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  its  organization. 

An  early  settler  in  Edmeston  w'as  Abel  3Iatteson,  who 
came  from  Pownal,  Vermont.  Two  grandsons  and  a grand- 
daughter reside  in  the  county. 

The  Taylors  were  pioneers  in  the  vicinity  of  “ Taylor 
Hill,”  among  whom  are  mentioned  Benjamin  B.,  William,  I 
Timothy,  Thomas,  etc.  They  were  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing the  first  Baptist  church  of  Edmeston.  B.  F.  Taylor, 
the  celebrated  poet  and  writer,  is  a relative. 

Charles  Burlingham  and  John  Bates  were  also  pioneers, 
having  settled  in  about  the  year  1801)  on  Taylor  Hill. 

EDMESTON  VILLAGE 

is  pleasantly  located,  and  contains  four  churches,  Metho-  j 
dist,  Free  Methodist,  Baptist,  anil  Uuiversalist,  and  the  ; 
following  business  interests  : physicians,  Win.  B.  Chambers, 
Wm.  31.  Spencer;  general  stores,  J.  J.  Talbot,  Win.  Tal- 
bot & Son,  Truman  Barrett;  grocer,  Geo.  31.  Pitts;  post- 
master, F.  A.  Bilyea ; hotels,  Delos  Davis,  S.  W.  Barton ; 
harness-shop,  Win.  II.  Humphrey;  hardware,  etc.,  Cham- 
berlain & Hopkins;  tannery,  Lewis  Spencer ; blacksmiths, 
Levi  Brown,  31.  Smith  ; wagon-simp,  Clias.  Squire ; fur- 
niture, Arthur  31.  Worden ; foundry  and  machiue-slmp, 
Nelson  L.  Green;  cooper,  II.  G.  Talcott ; grist- and  saw- 
mills, Edgar  Bassett ; boots  and  shoes,  Wm.  Joslyn. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

The  records  of  this  town  are  lot  prior  to  1S31  ; from 
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that  date  to 

1878  wc  give  below  the 

names  of  those  who 

have  occupied  the  offices  of  supervisor 

and  town  clerk: 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1831 

.Erastus  Waldo. 

Joseph  Bootman. 

] s:i‘2 

.Artemas  Goo-lenough. 

“ “ 

1833 

“ 

tt  a 

um 

it  it 

a a 

1 835 

.ILilsey  Spencer. 

a tt 

l s:tr. 

I.  P.  Brown. 

1837 

it  it 

a a 

l s:!S 

.Artemns  Goodcnough. 

Joseph  Bootman. 

18. 'll) 

Ephraim  Chamberlain,  Jr. 

Silas  Burleson. 

1840 

it  it 

“ 44 

1841 

.Abijah  Beardsley. 

Chas.  Jluruiuoud. 

1K42 

44  “ 

44  44 

184.'! 

. E.  Chamberlain. 

tt  a 

1844 

it  it 

O.  W.  Calkins. 

1845 

.Chas.  Hammond. 

Samuel  Hopkins. 

18  46 

..Abijah  Beardsley. 

Julius  Lines. 

1.847 

it  ti 

it  it 

1848 

. Lyman  Doming. 

tt  ti 

1.849 

it  ti 

it  tt 

1850 

tt  ti 

ft  it 

1861 

it  it 

Lyman  White. 

1852 

tt  it 

tt  it 

185.1 

.Wm.  M.  Spencer. 

John  Perry. 

1854 

,,  “ “ 

ti  it 

1855 

.Walter  H.  Chapin. 

tt  ft 

1850 

Oliver  B.  York. 

1857 

Levi  A.  Beardsley. 

tt  it 

1858 

..Daniel  K.  Barrett. 

it  it 

1859 

...Joshua  Maxson. 

it  tt 

1800 

.Levi  A.  Beardsley. 

it  it 

1S61 

..Julius  Lines. 

if  ti 

1802 

if  it 

tt  tt 

1863 

..Win.  II.  Spencer. 

it  tt 

1 S04 

..Solomon  Hoxie. 

ft  ti 

1 805 

it  ti 

tt  it 

1866 

tt  it 

Hamilton  G.  Tulcott. 

1S07 

tt  it 

44  44 

1S08 

..Truman  Bootman. 

J ulius  Lines. 

1809 

..Wm.  M.  Spencer. 

Ely  Chamberlain. 

1870 

..Truman  Bootman. 

F.  II.  Bilyea. 

1871 

..Win.  M . Spencer. 

ti  ti 

1872 

..Nelson  Matteson. 

tt  ti 

1 S73 

..Ely  Chamberlain. 

it  tt 

1S74 

it  it 

Arthur  A.  Pope. 

1875 

..Lewis  Spenecr. 

Edgar  Bootman. 

1876 

..William  Talbot. 

* t a 

The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — William  Talbot. 

Town  Clerk. — Edgar  Bootinan. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Truman  Bootman,  Orrin  Howard. 

Collector. — George  Wright. 

Assessor. — Thomas  A.  Page. 

Commissioner  of  Wjliways. — Erast  us  G.  V aldo. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — W.  Burlingham,  Samuel  C. 
Bassett. 

Trustees  of  School  Final . — G.  W.  Arnold,  11.  Lang- 
worthy. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Theo.  C.  Ilinds,  L.  J.  Dupee, 
Dr.  F.  Davis,  Ilollum  Langworthy,  John  Page,  Delos  Silts. 

Constables. — Lewis  Lamb,  D.  C.  Talbot,  D.  Silts,  George 
Wright. 

Game  Constable. — Erastus  G.  Waldo. 

Town  Auditors. — 31.  Coon,  C.  5V.  Hopkins,  W.  B. 
Chambers. 

Commissioner  of  Excise. — 3Ioses  W.  Taylor. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1805  Edmeston  had  19,004  acres  of  improved  Ian-1, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  S"08,S0<> ; in  pi  w-  I ’ . , ! 
2104  acres;  in  pasture,  13.381;  bushels  of  .q  riu,'  wi  -t 
harvested,  200;  bushels  of  winter  wheat.  927  ; l-u.-heB  -d 
oats,  21,810;  bushels  of  barley,  150;  bushels  of  buck- 
wheat, 710;  bushels  of  corn,  13,825;  bushels  of  potato-  . ■ -, 
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10,739  ; .bushels  of  peas,  19G;  bushels  of  beans,  302; 
bushels  of  turnips,  1120  ; pounds  of  hops,  110,250  ; bush- 
els of  apples,  21,5-14;  barrels  of  cider,  454;  pounds  of 
maple  sugar,  32,408  ; pounds  of  butter,  S4,275. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1S75. — Acres  plowed,  225S  ; in 
pasture,  11,004  ; mown,  0273;  tons  hay  produced,  7711  ; 
bushels  barley,  332  ; buckwheat,  502  ; corn,  14,391  ; oats, 
38,834;  rye,  17  ; spring  wheat,  208;  winter  wheat,  243; 
beans,  127;  pounds  hops,  27,535;  bushels  potatoes, 
41,197  ; barrels  cider,  433;  butter  made,  70,250  pounds; 
cheese,  30,870;  sheep  shorn,  1087  ; weight  of  clip,  7271 
pounds;  pork  made  on  farms,  124,927  pounds. 

Area. — Edmcston  has  an  area  of  27,075  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  §453,440,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  §192,705. 


Daniel  Colegrove,  D.  Colegrove,  Wilber  Walling,  Lorenda 
Walling,  Esther  Preston,  Mary  York,  Phccbe  Hopkins, 
Paulina  Mitchell,  Ezra  Wheeler,  Darling  Stephens,  Rhodu 
Stephens,  David  Walling,  Esther  Babcock,  Stephen  \\  insor, 
Henrietta  Winsor,  Warren  Colegrove,  Mary  Colegrove, 
S.  S.  Webber.  The  first  church  building  was  erected  in 
1871,  at  a cost  of  §1000.  The  present  trustees  are  Daniel 
Colegrove,  Albert  Denison,  Warren  Colegrove. 

The  present  minister  is  S.  W.  Cronk.  The  name  and 
time  employed  of  each  minister  was — David  Dempsey,  one 
year;  Daniel  Colegrove,  one  year;  S.  B.  McVay,  one  year; 
Daniel  Colegrove,  one  year;  S.  W.  Perkins,  one  year;  J.  B. 
Stacy,  one  year;  S.  W.  Cronk,  one  year.  Number  of 
present  members,  sixteen. 


POPULATION. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

The  First  Baptist  Church — The  Univcrsalist  Church — The  Free 
Methodist — The  Second  Baptist — The  Seventh-Day  Baptist. 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CnURCH 

of  Edmeston,  located  on  what  is  known  tis  Taylor  Hill,  was 
organized  March  8,  1794,  by  Rev.  Stephen  Taylor,  who 
came  from  Rhode  Island  and  settled  in  the  town  in  1790. 
He  donated  the  land  on  which  to  erect  the  church,  and 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  edifice.  He  died  in 
1841,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Among  those  who  joined  at  date  of  organization  were 
Jonathan  Pettit,  Timothy  Taylor,  Jacob  Talbot,  Thomas 
Terry,  Thos.  Taylor,  Daniel  Green,  Nehcmiah  Billings, 
Robert  Fuller,  Stephen  Colegrove,  William  Scranton,  Hugh 
Smith,  Jos.  Case,  Lydia  Taylor,  Dorcas  Scranton,  Seviah 
Billings,  Agnes  Pettit,  Hannah  Green,  Sarah  Terry,  F rec- 
love Taylor,  Rosannah  Taylor,  and  Marcy  Phinney.  The 
church  building  was  erected  in  1822. 

TIIE  UNI  VERS  A LIST  CHURCH 

of  Edmeston  was  organized  at  Edmcston  Centre,  Nov.  25, 
1843,  with  thirty-nine  members.  Rev.  /.  Cook  was  the 
first  officiating  piaster.  The  church  building  was  erected 
in  the  year  following  the  organization,  at  a cost  of  about 
§2590.  Only  occasional  services  are  now  held. 

THE  FREE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

of  Edmcston  was  organized  April  17,  1871,  by  William 
Southworth.  The  following  were  the  first  trustees:  Arte-  j 
mus  Welch,  Wilber  F.  Walling,  Ezra  Wheeler,  Daniel  [ 
Colegrove.  Stephen  Winsor.  Warren  Colegrove,  anil  Dari  in*:  j 
Stephens.  The  name  of  the  first  minister  was  William  , 
Southworth.  The  names  of  the  first  members  were  I 


THE  SECOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  in  Edmeston  Centre,  May 
30,  and  recognized  by  council,  June  11,  184G.  Its  first 
officers  were  L.  B.  Gregory,  deacon,  and  Stanton  Tefft, 
clerk.  Rev.  Justus  II.  Wells  was  the  first  pastor.  Its 
constituent  members  were  Silas  Coats,  Stanton  Tefft.  Perry 
Pope,  L.  B.  Gregory,  D.  O.  Church,  Nelson  Greene,  Stephen 
Card,  Harvey  Pasco,  with  sisters  Coats,  Tefft,  Pope,  Greg- 
ory, Card,  Caleb  Perkins  and  Sarah  bis  wife,  Sally  Brown, 
Emeline  Potter,  Hannah  Spafford,  Freelove  Kennedy,  and 
two  or  three  others,  making  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  in 
all. 

The  first  and  only  meeting-house  was  erected  of  wood 
in  1S53.  It  cost  about  §2500,  and  is  34  by  43  feet  in 
size,  and  has  a tower  and  a fine-toned  bell.  Previous  to 
this  time  religious  services  were  held  in  school-houses  and 
in  the  TJniversalist  house.  The  house  was  begun  in  May, 
1853,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God 
in  November,  1853.  Its  present  deacons  are  S.  A.  Coats, 
J.  T.  Richards,  and  C.  W.  Hopkins;  Eli  Chamberlain  is 
church  clerk.  The  Rev.  Lawson  Muzzy  was  chosen  pastor 
in  April,  1874,  and  still  continues  to  fill  that  office.  Rev. 
J.  H.  Wells  served  the  church  as  pastor  nearly  five  years  : 
Rev.  Ilew'ctt  Fitch,  nine  years ; Rev.  J.  C.  Foster,  two 
years;  Rev.  S.  N.  Wcstcott,  four  years;  Rev.  G.  II.  Hoge- 
boom,  two  years;  Rev.  G.  E.  Flint,  three  years;  Rev.  J. 
H.  Chamberlain,  one  year.  The  present  membership  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

This  church  has  been  blessed  with  an  unusual  degree  of 
peace  and  harmony,  and  has  for  the  most  of  the  time  en- 
joyed a good  degree  of  prosperity.  Three  of  its  number 
have  been  called  of  God,  as  we  believe,  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  perishing.  The  Rev.  J.  D.  Pope  is  worthily  serving 
the  Master  in  St.  John's.  Nova  Scotia;  his  brother,  Rev. 
D.  B.  Pope,  is  a faithful  pastor  in  this  State,  and  the  third 
brother,  John  Greene,  is  pursuing  his  preparatory  studies 
in  the  theological  seminary  at  Hamilton. 

The  meeting-house  was  built  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  II.  Fitch,  who  served  the  church  acceptably  and 
faithfully.  The  most  remarkable  and  extended  revival 
known  in  the  congregation,  or  in  this  town,  was  enjoyed 
in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1S75,  under  the  labors  of  their 
present  pastor,  Rev.  L.  Muzzy.  Meetings  were  continued 
daily  for  three  months,  and  were  characterized  by  unusual 
solemnity,  and  striking  exhibitions  of  divine  power  and 
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MRS.  J.  S.  COON. 


John  S.  Coon,  of  Edmeston,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rhoda 
Coon,  was  born  in  Plainfield,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  21, 
1807.  His  father  and  mother  were  natives  of  Rhode 
Island,  of  English  origin,  and  were  among  the  early  pioneers 
to  Otsego  County,  and  settled  in  Plainfield,  at  Loydsvillc, 
in  1793. 

His  business  was  farming,  and  he  owned  at  one  time 
nearly  500  acres.  He  reared  a family  of  nine  children, 
namely:  Betsey,  Ezra,  Fanny,  Clarissa,  Laura,  Polly, 
Daniel,  John  S.,  and  Alanson,  the  last  two  of  whom  are 
the  only  remaining  members  of  the  family.  Ir.  politics 
he  affiliated  with  the  old  Whig  party,  and  was  always 
closely  identified  with  public  interest.  He  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  several  years.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
*oIe  owner  of  all  the  mills  at  West  Edmeston. 

He  died  aged  about  sixty-four,  and  his  wife  at  about  the 
‘Mine  age,  three  or  four  years  previously. 

John  8.  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  commenced  to  work  at  the  clothier 
business,  working  in  the  falls  and  early  winters,  and  during 
the  summers  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  and  joiner  trade, 
continuing  to  work  at  the  former  trade  till  he  was  about 
twenty-two.  He  has  continued  to  work  at  his  carpenter 
trade  more  or  less  ever  since.  When  he  was  about  twenty- 
' '-'bt  years  of  age  he  built  him  a furnace  at  West  Edmeston, 
111  which  he  made  all  kinds  of  farming  implements,  and 
centinm-d  to  follow  the  same  for  some  twenty  years,  and 


connection  with  his  carpenter  trade,  has  been  his  principal 
business  ever  since. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Aurilla  Burdick,  a native  of 
Plainfield,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  24,  1829.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Chas.  L.  and  Rebecca  Burdick,  and  was  born 
Oct.  4,  1808.  By  this  alliance  three  children  were  born, 
namely  : Adelbert  C.,  Almeron  S.,  and  Myron  H.  Adel- 
bert  C.  was  born  Feb.  27,  183S,  and  died  Jan.  IS,  1859  ; 
Almeron  S.,  born  May  27,  1841,  and  died  Feb.  5.  1S42  ; 
and  Myron  II.,  born  March  G,  1849,  and  died  Oct.  4.  1850. 
In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Whig,  and  when  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  organized  he  joined  it. 

He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Seventh-Day  Baptist 
church  it  West  Edmeston.  Mrs.  Coon  died  Feb.  24,  1877. 
Mr.  Coon  has  been  living  on  his  present  home  about 
twenty-nine  years. 

Mrs.  Aurilla  Coon  was  a member  of  the  Ladies’  Auxiliary 
Tract  Society  of  West  Edmeston.  She  was  its  first  treas- 
urer, and  one  of  its  most  influential  and  efficient  members. 
She  is  the  first  of  that  noble  organization  that  is  removed 
by  death.  By  her  sound  judgment,  with  a mind  endowed 
with  superior  graces,  combined  with  dignity  of  character, 
and  over  all  a loving  heart  imbued  with  the  divine  spirit, 
consecrated  to  His  service,  strong  iu  faith,  " rich  in  works," 
her  whole  life  becomes  a monument  of  grace. 

Mr.  John  S.  Coon  is  one  of  the  most  liberal  of  men. 
having  contributed  largely  to  the  church  of  which  he  and 
-.1.:^  =mi..u.r  the  workiny  members. 
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Over  one  hundred  were  hopefully  converted.  Some 
f':v  w<  re  added  to  the  church  during  that  year.  Their 
Siiudav-scliool  is  at  present  as  well  organized  aud  as  pros- 
j.  rous  as  any  school  in  the  county. 

Til E SEVENTH-DAY  BAPTIST  CIIURCII  AT  WEST 
EDMESTON,  N.  Y* 

This  church  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  Otsego  County. 
There  are  three  in  Madison,  two  in  Chenango,  and  others 
in  ( tueida,  Cortland,  and  several  more  counties  of  the  State. 
They  differ  from  the  regular  Baptists  only  in  respect  to 
ke-  ping  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  as  the  Sabbath. 
They  believe  that  there  has  been  no  change  of  the  day  by 
divine  authority,  as  the  Scriptures  contain  no  proof  of  any, 
and  accenting  the  Ten  Commandments  as  God’s  moral  and 
immutable  law,  they  observe  the  day  which  he  has  blessed, 
sanctified,  and  commanded  as  the  Sabbath  to  be  kept  holy 
bv  all  mankind.  In  this  view  they  feel  confirmed  because 
tlmse  passages  in  the  New  Testament  which  refer  to  the 
fir4  day  of  the  week  do  not  seem  to  them  to  imply  either 
the  substitution  of  that  day  for  the  seventh  as  the  Sabbath, 
or  its  appointment  at  all  as  a day  for  religious  worship. 
Their  practice,  therefore,  does  not  arise  from  any  capricious 
or  bigoted  spirit,  but  from  the  conviction  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  strictly  regard  what  God  has  definitely  enjoined, 
until  he  definitely  abrogates  his  law,  or  absolves  them 
plainly  from  its  requirements. 

The  church  at  West  Edmeston  was  organized  Sept.  28, 
1823.  It  first  took  the  name  of  the  Third  Church  of 
Brookfield.  The  meeting-house,  which  was  built  some 
time  before,  was  located  about  half  a mile  north  of  Bab- 
cock's mills,  in  the  Beaver  Creek  valley.  The  first  mem- 
bers were  connected  with  churches  at  Leonardsville  and 
Clarkville,  in  the  same  town.  Believing  that  their  conve- 
nience, as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  God  required 
the  formation  of  the  new  church,  a council  was  called  con- 
sisting of  Elders  William  B.  Masson  and  Henry  Clarke, 
Deacons  William  Utter  and  Ethan  Clarke,  of  the  First 
Church  of  Brookfield,  and  Elder  Eli  S.  Bailey,  Deacons 
Saunders  Langworthy  and  Silas  Spencer,  of  the  Second 
Church.  Elder  Matthew  Stillman,  from  Rhode  Island, 
being  present,  was  invited  to  a seat  in  the  council.  Eli  S. 
Bailey  was  made  moderator,  and  Silas  Spencer  clerk. 
After  hearing  the  reasons,  and  the  Articles  of  Faith  and 
the  Covenant,  the  couueil  approved  the  movement,  and 
proceeded  with  the  organization,  Elder  Ilenry  Clark  giving 
the  hand  of  fellowship  for  the  council,  and  Elder  Daniel 
( oon  receiving  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  new  church. 
Iho  first  officers  were  as  follows:  Daniel  Coon,  pastor; 
Samuel  P.  Burdick  and  Joshua  Masson,  deacous ; Adin 
Burdick,  clerk. 

Eighty  names  were  enrolled  at  the  organization,  as  shown 
by  the  following  list  of  members:  Daniel  Coon,  Joshua 
Maxson,  Samuel  P.  Burdick,  Elias  Burdick,  Lydia  Bur- 
dick (widow  of  Elisha),  Adin  Burdick,  Benjamin  Burdick, 
D 'ire  Burdick  (daughter  of  Elisha),  Thankful  Muxson 
(wit,-  of  Joshua),  David  Maxson,  Lydia  Champlin  (wife 
o!  fieorge  C.),  Martha  Burdick  (wife  of  Bowse  B.),  Sarah 
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Burdick  (wife  of  Robert),  Prudence  Stillman  (wife  <>f 
Benjamin),  Nathan  Stillman,  Isaac  W.  Brown,  Ethan  P. 
Crandall,  James  Crandall,  Augustus  Crandall,  Joel  Maxson, 
Nathan  Burch,  Peleg  Babcock,  Samuel  B.  Crandall,  John 
Maxson,  Ephraim  Maxson,  Darius  Chapin,  Henry  M. 
Crandall,  Franklin  Coon,  Sanders  Crandall,  Rowland  Coon, 
Joseph  S.  Crandall,  Thankful  Crandall  (wife  of  James), 
Rachel  Maxson  (wife  of  Joel),  Polly  Crandall  (wife  of 
Sanders),  Betsy  Crumb  (wife  of  Silas),  Fanny  Stillman 
(wife  of  Nathan),  Sarah  Burdick  (wife  of  Charles),  Olive 
Crandall  (wife  of  James  S.),  Hannah  Burdick  (wife  of 
David),  Nancy  Clarke  (daughter  of  Luke),  Prudence  Clarke 
( daughter  of  Luke),  Phebe  Babcock  (daughter  of  Jonathan), 
Clarissa  Maxson  (wife  of  Ephraim),  Thankful  Crandall 
(wife  of  Aldrich),  Polly  Burdick  (wife  of  Samuel  I’.), 
Lavina  Maxson  (daughter  of  Joel),  Damaris  Burch  (wife 
of  Nathan),  Nancy  Babcock  (daughter  of  Jonathan  ),  Fanny 
Coon  (wife  of  Daniel),  Lucy  Griswold,  Sally  Coon  (wife 
of  Rowland),  Benjamin  Edwards,  Mary  Edwards  (wife  of 
Benjamin),  Abram  Coon,  Amy  Coon  (wife  of  Abram), 
Anna  Coon  (daughter  of  Abram),  Elizabeth  Brown  (wife 
of  J.  W.),  Philecta  Crandall  (wife  of  Ethan),  Ahuira 
Maxson  (wife  of  John),  Daniel  Brown,  Charles  Putter, 
Samuel  II.  Coon,  Olive  Coon  (wife  of  Samuel  II.),  Joshua 
Maxson,  Jr.,  Ezra  Coon,  Mary  Burdick  (daughter  of 
Samuel  P.),  Eliza  Potter  (wife  of  Charles),  Fanny  Wilber, 
Kinyon  Crandall,  Mary  Crandall  (wife  of  Kinyon),  Caleb 
Church.  Esther  Church,  Ethan  Stillman,  Weeden  Witter, 
Betsy  Nye  (wife  of  B.  B.  Nye),  Mary  Crandall  (daughter 
of  James),  Luke  Clark,  Cyrene  Coon  (wife  of  Ezra),  Patty 
Babcock  (wife  of  Chas.  B.,  Jr.),  Ephraim  Clark. 

After  fifteen  years  it  was  found  that  a majority  of  the 
members  had  become  located  in  and  near  West  Edmeston, 
and  for  their  accommodation  they  built  a meeting-house  in 
1843,  which  cost  $S00.  Subsequently  it  was  enlarged  so 
as  to  seat  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Its  present  value 
is  $1200.  For  ten  years  after  its  erection  the  meetings 
were  held  alternately  between  the  two  chapels.  They  were 
all  removed  to  West  Edmeston  in  1834,  and  soon  after  the 
name  of  the  church  was  changed.  Up  to  this  date  the 
terms  of  ministerial  service  only  in  part  can  be  accurately 
ascertained.  Daniel  Coon,  the  first  pastor,  was  employed 
several  years.  Samuel  B.  Crandall,  his  successor,  also 
served  for  several  years.  He  was  followed  by  Yarnum 
Hull,  who  preached  for  them  only  one  year,  during  1841. 
Eli  S.  Bailey,  a resident  minister  and  physician  of  Brick- 
field, preached  during  the  time  to  1S44,  when  Giles  M. 
Langworthy  served  one  year.  Samuel  B.  Crandall  was 
re-employed,  and  continued  his  labors  until  1830,  the  year 
of  his  death,  which  took  place  at  South  Brookfield.  E i 
S.  Bailey  was  again  secured,  and  labored  five  years,  to  1833. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Libbeus  M.  Cottrell  for  three  years, 
to  1858.  Eli  S.  Bailey  again  served  two  years,  to  1800. 
John  P.  Hunting  from  April  1,  1800,  to  1803.  Alex- 
ander Campbell  three  years,  to  1800,  fr  m which  time  the 
present  pastor  has  had  the  care  of  the  church. 

The  following  are  the  present  officers:  J.  BeMnett  Clarke, 
pastor;  Ransom  l-.  Stillman,  Ethan  Stillman,  and  Wileon 
II.  Burdick,  deacons;  Amos  S.  Stillman,  clerk.  The 
present  membership  is  one  hundred  and  eleven. 
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It  will  he  seen  that  this  sketeh  covers  a little  more  than 
half  a century.  Revival  seasons  fnun  time  to  time  have 
been  enjoyed,  and  in  the  list  of  m an  hers  for  that  period 
nearly  five  hundred  different  names  have  been  enrolled. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  entered  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  to  fill  the  quota  of  this  town,  as  compiled  by 
Oliver  I>.  York  in  1805: 

Thomas  C.  Adams,  cnl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  Ang.  1862;  in  battles  of  An- 
tletnm,  South  Mountain,  Wilderness ; l«»st  left  arm  ; promoted  to  capt.; 
din.  in  1805. 

Alonzo  Adams,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  7,  18G1 ; wounded  at  Five  Forks; 
dis.  Nov.  0,  18G2. 

William  f).  Ackerman,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  July  30, 18G2;  dis.  July  28, 
1805. 

George  M.  Ackerman,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  liilat  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1862;  dis.  July,  18G5. 
Henry  A.  Ackerman,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Dec.  29,  1863;  wounded  at  Reams* 
Station  ; dis.  in  1804. 

Edwin  O.  Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  Aug.  18G2;  dis.  July  G,  18G5. 
Wm.  II.  Adams,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Dec.  1863 : dis.  June  7.18G5. 

Frederick  Ackerman,  cnl.  in  Co.  II,  22 d C'av.,  Dec.  18,  1603;  <1  is.  Aug.  1,  18G5. 
Alvin  II.  Alger,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  lf»2d  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1SG2 ; dis.  Dec.  2,  1862. 
William  Algci , enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves,  Nov.  14, 1802  ; dis.  June  13, 
- 1863. 

Thomas  Burk. 

Herbert  L.  Burdick,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  Aug.  20,  18G2;  died 
in  1862. 

Michael  Burk,  enl.  in  the  170th  Regt.,  in  Nov.  lSr-2. 

Horace  Biirlingham,  enl.  in  2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves,  in  Nov.  1SG2. 

Edgar  Bootman,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  0,  1862;  dis.  March  15,  1863. 
Clias.  D.  Burdick,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Hawkins'  Zouaves,  Nov.  14,  1862;  killed  at 
buttle  of  Clinton,  Miss.,  July  5, 1804. 

Van  R.  Bennett,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  G,  16G2;  dis.  in  Nov.  1804. 
Daniel  Barrett,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9, 1S62 ; died  in  Maryland,  Oct. 
24, 18G2. 

Chas.  II.  Briggs,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  8th  Car.,  Aug.  9,  1804. 

James  Black,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  in  Aug.  1804. 

Thus.  Baker,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  in  Aug.  1804. 

John  Berg,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  in  Aug.  1861. 

Michael  Briggs,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves,  in  Nov.  1802;  dis.  in 
1863;  re-enlisted,  and  died. 

P.  Barkley  (sub.  for  llolluw  Langworthy),  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Aug.  24, 
18G4. 

John  Coman, enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1802;  in  battle  of  Wilderness; 

taken  prisoner:  exchanged,  and  died  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

Henry  Caspens,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves,  in  Not.  18G2. 

Chas.  Cushman,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1802;  wounded  at  Cedar 
Creek  in  1804;  dis.  June  3,  180.5. 

William  Crandall,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  182d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1SG2;  dis.  in  Nov.  1802. 
Murviu  Coman, enlisted  in  Co.  C,2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves, Nov.  14,1862;  dis.  Juno 
13,  ISG3. 

Eli  Coman,  cnl.  in  the  1st  Art.,  in  Sept.  1S61. 

Chus.  Chamberlain,  enl.  in  Co.  C,2d  Haw  kins*  Zouaves,  Nov.  1S62  ; dis.  June  13, 
1863. 

William  Cribbins,  enl.  in  the  regular  army  in  Aug.  1804. 

Patrick  Casey,  cnl.  in  the  regular  service  in  Aug.  1 SOL 

Cyrus  Covey,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  9,  1801  ; killed  at  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks. 

James  A.  Carrier,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  in  Sept.  16G1. 

Chas.  E.  Chase. 

Matthew  Carpenter,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  12, 1801 ; dis.  June  21, 1SG5. 
William  Casuly,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Feb.  9,  18G5. 

Warren  Doming,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1802  ; dis.  in  Aug.  18G3. 

Milo  II.  Denison,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art. 

William  W.  Downs,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Aug.  29.  1804. 

Win.  F.  Davis,  enl.  Ang.  29,  180*1  (sub.  for  Marcus  Welch  >. 

Samuel  Davis, enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Aug.  15,1804  (Mib.  for  Alvin  Dutton). 
Wm.  L.  Ellsworth,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Dec.  1>G3. 

Henry  M.  Eckerson,  cnl.  In  the  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  18,  lc>04. 

K.  A.  Edwards,  cnl.  in  the  regular  service  in  Aug.  lo64. 

(’has.  S.  Fisk,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  13,  1804. 

David  Farit,  enl.  in  the  22d  Cav.,  in  Jan.  1814. 

Patriek  Fonley,  enl.  in  the  regular  sen  ice  in  Ang.  1S04. 

B.  F.  Fuller,  enl.  in  tin-  1st  Art  , in  Spt.  1801. 

Simeon  Foibtish,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  I<\  1-01  ; dis  hi  Jan.  1802. 

Geo.  W.  Freeman,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Dec.  180*3. 

1 'has.  A.  Gray,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  July,  L-02  ; dis.  Jan.  12,  1S63. 
Lyman  Gaddis,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  I2lst  Regt.,  July  20,  l-SGi;  wounded  at  Wilder- 
ness; dis.  Aug.  23,  186.5. 

Janies  Grant,  enl.  in  the  2d  Hawkins*  Zouaves,  in  Nov.  Is*. 2. 

Joseph  Gilmore,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  14,  1 8 0 1 ; discharged;  rev  nlisted; 
dis.  July  22,  1865. 


John  Goff,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  F«  b.  9,  1805. 

Henry  Herrick,  enl.  in  the  2d  Hawkins’  Zouaves,  in  Nov.  1802. 

Tracy  JIopp,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  Aug.  ‘J*-',  1 804  (sub.  f.-r  Wm.  E.  Wal-I  * . 
Kin-sell  D.  Harris,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  12 1st  Regt..  Aug.  1,  1802. 

John  Hopkins,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1802 ; died  in  Mar>  land,  in 
1602. 

E.  P.  Ilickok,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2(1  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1804. 

Corvin  Hawkins,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Jun.  4,  18G4  ; mortally  wounded  in  l«at- 
tlo  of  Cold  Harbor. 

Ambrose  R.  Hodsell,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Jan.  18GL 
William  C.  Hagle,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Jan.  1804;  died  in  18G5. 

Reuben  R.  Hammond,  cnl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1SG4. 

Henry  Henderson,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1864. 

Francis  W.  Henry,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1>04. 

Cluis.  D.  Hooker,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  ll-lth  Regt , Ang.  12,  1802;  dis.  June  20,  1865. 
William  Jones,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1864. 

Hiram  W.  Jolls,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art.,  in  1602. 

Edward  Jones,  enl.  in  the  176th  Regt.,  in  1802. 

Benj.  E.  Know  h,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  7,1801;  discharged  and  re-eu- 
listed  ; dis.  in  18G5. 

T.  Kowolck,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  Jan.  31,  1865. 

John  Kelley,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1864. 

Samuel  E.  Lambert,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  in  1604. 

Thomas  Long,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1864. 

John  T.  Morton,  lieut.,  enl.  in  the  121at  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  18G2;  killed  in  battle 
April  G,  1SG5. 

Eliphalet  Morton,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Feb.  22, 1864;  dis.  July,  1805. 

William  Murphy,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Dec.  lSGJ. 

Henry  Marsh,  enl.  in  the  6th  Cav.,  in  1801. 

William  Masters,  enl.  in  the  176th  Regt.,  in  1802. 

Frank  Morris,  cnl.  in  the  176fh  Regt.,  in  1SG2. 

John  Monies,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1SG4. 

Geo.  II.  Mitchell,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  in  Aug.  1861 ; died  June  2*,  1803. 

Leak  Nagle,  enl.  in  1861. 

Geo.  W.  Nugent,  enl.  in  18G4. 

Henry  Newman,  enl.  in  1SG4. 

Alex.  Newell,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  22d  Cav.,  Dec.  16,  1863 : dis.  Aug.  1.  1865. 

George  New  ell,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  22d  Cav.,  Dec.  is,  1801* : dis.  Aug.  1.  1865. 

Thos.  O’Brien,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  Sept.  1,  1804  (sub.  for  Wm.  J-sIynh 
Alvin  Peek,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Jan.  1864;  wounded  at  battle  of  Deep 
Bottom,  Aug.  4,  186*1;  dis.  June  14,  1865. 

Alonzo  II  Preston,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  July  10,  1661 ; dis.  N'ov.  22, 1862. 
Adelbert  Payne,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  5, 1864. 

William  Tope,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2*1  Art.,  Dee.  29,  1803;  mortally  wouuded  at  Cold 
Harbor. 

Edmund  W.  Fearsoll,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  in  Jan.  1804. 

Samuel  L.  Palmer,  enl.  in  the  50th  Kegt.,  in  Jan.  1864. 

Franklin  Perry,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  22d  Cav.,  Dec.  16,  1863  ; dis.  Aug.  1,  1865. 

Genrge  Perkins,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  29, 18G2. 

Samuel  Phillips. 

Edward  E.  Pelton,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Feb.  10,  1865. 

Adelbert  Reed,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  5,  1862;  wounded  at  S|*otL-vl- 
vania;  dis.  May  5, 18G5. 

Joseph  Reed,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art , in  Dec.  1S63;  taken  prisoner  Jan.  10,  1>04  ; 
exchanged  and  died. 

Geo.  W.  Reynolds,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  iu  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  Cedar 
Creek,  Sept.  9,  1864  ; dis.  in  May,  1865. 

Josopii  Squires,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Hawkins*  Zouaves,  in  Nov.  1862;  killed  near 
Vicksburg. 

Aaron  Stevens,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  July,  1802  ; killed  at  Fredericks- 
burg, May  ‘3,  1863. 

Join.  Scott,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  in  July,  1862. 

Frederick  Stanburgli,  enl.  in  tin-  1st  Art.,  Sept.  1,  1861;  dis.  Sept.  1.5,  1>G2. 
John  H.  Sheldon,  enl.  in  C'o.  F,  121st  Regt.,  iu  July,  1802. 

M.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Dec.  29,  1863;  dis.  in  July,  1865. 

Henry  Swan,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  21  Ai  t.,  in  Dec.  18621. 

John  Spurr,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  12,  1862. 

Thos.  Shellman, enl.  in  1,2-1  Art.,  in  Dec.  1863. 

Jas.  Shelly,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  in  Ang.  1864. 

Edw.  Stanton,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  in  Aug.  1804. 

Wm.  Sin  der,  enl.  iu  the  regular  army,  in  Aug.  1864. 

Marion  F.  Stevens,  enl.  in  tin  2d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1861  ; dis.  in  May,  1863. 

Albert  I).  Stevens,  enl.  in  Berdan's  Sharpshooters,  in  Aug.  I >•  •'2. 

Carl  Stongcr  (sub.  for  Amos  S.  Stillman),  enl.  in  the  reg.  service  in  Aug.  1864. 
David  C.  Tall*ott,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  5,  1814  ; wounded  at  Cold  Harbor ; 
dis.  June  16.  1864. 

Henry  M.  TefTt,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  12l>t  Regt.,  in  July,  1$G2. 

Norman  D.  Tripp,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art. ; dis.  am!  re-enl.  July  1805. 

Eug- m- Timm,  ns,  enl.  in  Co.  1,  2-1  Art.,  ill  Dec.  1863. 

Mai  tin  L Truesdell,  sergt.,  enl.  X-  v.  12,  1803;  dis.  Aug.  17,  1*65. 
l’atrii  k O.  Tool,  enl.  in  the  regular  army  in  1865. 

Eugene  l th  y,  enl.  in  Co.  D.  114th  Regt.,  in  Aug.  186*2;  mortally  wounded. 

W ill  Yaiidee,  enl.  in  Aug.  1804. 

Nathan  s.  West,  enl.  in  the  2d  II  .whins'  Zouaves,  N<  v.  1 1SC2;  dis.  Juiu 

1863. 

Chas.  B.  West,  enl.  iu  Co.  F,  12ist  Regr.,  in  Aug.  1862  ; dis.  in  July,  1*6.5. 

Enos  Wicks,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  121.-1  Kegt.,  July  22,  1862;  dis.  in  June,  !*•*'. 
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) |,II  w l it",  Ill  20th  Cnv.,  In  Di->\  On.!. 

U WtMxiiitill,  i'll),  in  t lie  lr2d  lii'Kt , in  ISfiJ. 

Ini^r  U « luhtniaii,  c-nl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  7,  11*01 ; ills.  Oct.  9,  1SG4. 

Willi*,  trill,  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  In  Sept.  1SG1. 

J l,n  \V  liliniiis,  enl.  in  Nov.  Iri02. 

T |,o  following  onliatcil  in  the  navy  at  New  York  in  18Gn,  an,l  were  credited 
to  th,»  town : 

JaiiKsi  II.  Ilarr,  John  <>.  Boyle,  John  Truman,  James  Morgan,  Thos.  McMin, 
( arl  Jlyer,  John  McNulty,  Win.  W illiams,  Samuel  Phillips. 


always  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  a life-reader  of  Mr.  Greeley's  Who  York 
Tribune. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  are  members  of  the  Universalist 
society  at  Edmcston  Centre. 


LEVI  B.  BANKS, 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


CHAS.  F.  GOODRICH. 

Amon;»  the  early  pioneers  of  this  county  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Goodrich  family.  The  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  Hubbard  Goodrich,  was  a native  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  married  Miss  Susan  Graves,  a native 
of  the  same  State.  They  had  eight  children, — six  sons  and 
two  daughters, — and  AJpheus,  one  of  their  sons,  was  the 
father  of  Chas.  F.  Mr.  Hubbard  Goodrich  and  family 
emigrated  to  Otsego  County  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Pittsfield  about  171)3.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  that  town,  and,  with  Dr.  Cone  and  others  of  his 
native  place,  named  and  organized  it..  He  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  reared  his  family  to  industry  and  fru- 
gality. Later  in  life  lie  removed  to  Otselic,  Cheuango 
Co.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  Alpheus 
was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  39,  1789,  and  conse- 
quently was  about  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  this  county.  His  advantages  for  an  education 
were  very  limited,  as  in  those  early  days  every  one  had  to 
do  what  he  could  to  aid  in  supporting  the  family.  He  was 
reared  a farmer,  and  at  one  time  was  the  owner  of  some  371 
acres  of  good  land.  He  married  Miss  Ruey  Fairchild,  a 
native  of  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  about  1810.  She  was  born 
about  1794,  and  they  had  four  children, — three  sous  and 
one  daughter.  The  daughter  died  while  yet  an  infant,  but 
the  sons  are  still  living,  namely,  Alpheus  D.,  David  F.,  and 
Chas.  F.  In  polities  Mr.  Alpheus  Goodrich  was  a Whig 
and  Republican.  He  died  Jan.  28,  1852,  and  Mrs.  Good- 
rich died  Feb.  23,  1858.  Chas.  F.  is  of  English  origin, 
his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from  England  previous  to 
the  Revolution  and  settled  in  Connecticut.  They  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  colonists,  and  were  strong  advocates  of  the 
independence  of  the  colonies.  It  is  related  that  three 
brothers  came  over,  and  one  of  them  returned  for  their 
property,  but  never  was  heard  from.  Chas.  F.  was  born 
Feb.  23,  ISIS,  in  Pittsfield,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm,  with  his  parents,  in  1822.  He  has 
continued  to  reside  here  ever  since.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  P.  Winn,  a daughter  of  Eliphalet  and  Lydia 

inn,  Aug.  22,  1817.  She  was  horn  in  Lee,  Oneida  Co., 
N.  \ .,  Aug.  4, 1830.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  her  mother  of  Schenectady.  By  this  happy  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  six  children  were  born, — one  son 
and  five  daughters, — namely,  Mary  I.,  Josephine  C.,  Emo- 
gene,  Ella  A.,  Chas.  A.,  and  Mattie  \\  . Emogcno  died  at 
the  age  of  nine. 

Mr.  Goodrich  is  the  owner  of  the  “old  homestead’’  of 
•J7 1 acres,  a tine  view  ot  which  may  he  seen  elsewhere,  and 
portraits  ot  himsclt  and  wife  above.  In  polities  ho  lias 


son  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Oakley  Banks,  was  born  March 
G,  1824.  His  father  was  a native  of  Redding,  Fairfield 
Co.,  Conn.,  and  his  mother  of  Easton,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn. 
His  parents  came  toJJtsego  County,  and  settled  two  miles 
south  of  South  Edmeston,  in  1810,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  on  a farm  till  Mr.  Banks’  death,  which  occurred 
May  7,  1SGS.  Mrs.  Banks  died  Aug.  13,  1SGS.  Thcv 
reared  five  children, — Summers  O.,  Peter  O.,  Jeremiah  A., 
Levi  B.,  and  Eliza  E.  Peter  O.  aud  Levi  B.  are  the  only 
ones  now  living.  Levi  B.  was  reared  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  com- 
menced to  work  out  by  the  month  on  the  farm,  getting 
SI 20  for  the  first  year’s  service,  and  out  of  this  he  laid  up 
SI  10.  He  worked  for  ten  consecutive  years  by  the  month, 
and  during  this  time  he  laid  up  some  $1000,  and  then  re- 
turned to  his  father’s  home,  and  in  company  with  his  father 
carried  on  the  home  farm,  and  continued  till  March  >. 
18G4,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  which  at  first 
contained  2721  acres,  and  to  this  he  has  kept  adding  until 
at  present  he  otvns  some  425  acres  of  as  good  land  as  y..>u 
will  find  in  any  part  of  Otsego  County.  It  all  borders  on 
the  Unadilla  river,  and  is  situated  from  a miie  to  two  miles 
south  of  South  Edmeston.  He  has  three  good  farm-houses 
on  his  farm.  A fine  view  of  his  present  residence,  and  por- 
traits of  himself  and  wife,  may  be  seen  in  another  part  of 
this  work.  He  married  Miss  Polly  L.  Lottridge,  a daughter 
of  Bennitt  and  Phebc  Lottridge,  of  Columbus.  Chenango 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  S,  1SG3.  Mrs.  Polly  Banks  was  horn 
Dec.  24,  1S37,  in  Columbus.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
Columbus  also,  but  her  paternal  grandfather  was  a native 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Co- 
lumbus. Her  mother  was  a native  of  Rhode  Island.  They 
had  six  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Banks  is  the  oldest.  By 
the  matrimonial  alliance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Batiks  four  chil- 
dren have  been  born,  namely,  Charlie  L.,  born  Jan.  22. 
1SG5;  Nellie  E.,  horn  March  12,  1867 ; Lee  B.,  horn  Jan. 
26,  1872;  and  Josie  Bell,  horn  Aug.  27.  1875.  Mr.  Banks 
is  a Republican  in  polities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  are 
worthy  members  of  St.  Andrew’s  Episcopal  church,  at  New 
Berlin.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  sketch  that  Mr. 
Banks  began  life  by  working  out  by  the  mouth,  and  that 
by  close  application  to  his  business,  combined  with  g-d 
judgment,  he  stands  to-day  in  the  front  rank  as  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  farmers  in  the  town. 


JOHN  BARRETT, 

son  of  D.  R.  and  Cyrene  Barrett,  was  horn  in  M.mln  im, 
Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dee.  23,  1827.  At  the  age  of  live 
ho  settled  in  Edmeston  with  his  parents.  As  KB  lain  r 
was  a farmer,  John  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry  a i 
economy  on  the  farm,  which  principles  he  carried  with  him 
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throughout  a successful  business  life.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able  to  work  he  was  hired  out  by  his  father  on  the  farm,  in 
order  to  aid  in  paying  for  his  parents’  home.  He  contin- 
ued at  this  for  several  years.  lie  was  married  to  Miss 
C'harissa  Doming,  of  Edmeston,  Sept.  19,  1852,  by  whom 
oue  son — Geo.  I). — was  born  Dec.  1,  1864.  Mrs.  Charissa 
Barrett  was  born  in  Edmeston,  July  8,  1892.  Soon  after 
marriage  he  commenced  business  for  himself,  and  the  hue 
property  he  accumulated  shows  the  success  which  attended 
all  his  business  operations.  By  his  untiring  energy  and 
good  judgment  lie  became  one  of  the  foremost  in  his  chosen 
occupation.  Besides  the  duties  of  the  farm  he  was  engaged 
in  the  flour  and  lumber  business  with  Edgar  Bassett,  at 
Edmeston,  and  it  was  not  until  Oct.  15,  1877,  that  he 
sold  out  his  half- interest  to  his  partner,  conscious  of  the 
fact  that  his  time  on  earth  was  short.  He  built  his  beau- 
tiful fine  farm  residence,  in  which  his  widow  and  son  now 
reside,  in  1S60,  and  in  that  year  settled  on  the  home,  where 
he  continued  to  live  till  he  was  summoned,  Jan.  8,  1S7S, 
to  occupy  a better  “ mansion”  in  the  “ Summer  Land  of 
Rest.”  As  a citizen  he  was  honest,  trustworthy,  respected, 
and  esteemed;  as  a friend,  sincere  and  true;  as  a husband 
and  father,  kind,  faithful,  and  devoted.  He  had  a very 
strong  attachment  for  his  family,  and  often  did  he  express 
a desire  that  he  might  live  to  see  his  only  son — G-eorge — 
grow  to  manhood’s  years,  and  well  established  in  life.  He 
had  no  apprehension  of  the  future,  and  was  firm  in  the  faith 
that  all  would  be  well. 

In  politics  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  In 
business  circles,  and  as  a son  and  brother,  he  will  be  missed. 

A fine  view  of  his  residence,  and  portraits  of  himself  and 
wife  above,  may  be  seen  iu  another  part  of  this  work. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

TOWN  OF  EXETER. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  ami 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Incidents — First  Town-Meeting 
— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  1799  to  1S73 
— Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — Area — Assessed  and  Equal- 
ized V'aluatiun — Population  from  1300  to  1S73. 

This  town  was  formed  from  Richfield,  March  25,  1799. 

It  is  an  interior  town  lying  northwest  of  the  centre  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : on  the  north,  by 
Plainfield  and  Richfield;  on  the  oast,  by  Richfield,  Oaks  1 
creek,  and  Schuyler’s  Lake,  which  separate  it  from  the  town 
ofgOtsego ; on  the  south,  by  Otsego  and  Burlington;  and 
on  the  west,  by  Burlington  and  Plainfield. 

The  surface  is  generally  hilly,  some  of  the  elevations 
reaching  a height  of  five  hundred  feet  above  the  valleys. 

It  is  drained  by  Herkimer  and  Sutherland  creeks,  which 
flow  into  Schuyler’s  Luke,  and  Butternut  and  Wharton’s 
crocks,  which  empty  into  the  Umulilla  river.  A small 
stream,  called  llockdunder  creek,  rises  in  the  southwestern 
part,  and  is  a tributary  of  Wharton’s  creek.  The  soil  of 
Exeter  is  a clayey  loam  mixed  with  gravel,  and  is  well 
adapted  to  grazing. 

The  permanent  settlement  of  this  town  was  begun  in 
1789,  by  Major  John  TunniclilT  and  William  Angell. 


Maj  or  Tunnicliff  located  near  Schuyler’s  Lake,  in  the  south- 
i eastern  part  of  the  town,  on  lands  now  owned  by  J.  Fern. 
I lie  was  a prominent  citizen,  and  did  much  toward  the  im- 
provement of  this  locality.  He- reared  a large  family.  One 
daughter,  Mrs.  Judd,  now  about  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
resides  at  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

William  Angell,  who  settled  contemporaneously  with 
Major  Tunnicliff,  came  from  Rhode  Island,  and  located  on 
what  has  subsequently  been  known  as  “Augell’s  Hill,”  in 
school  district  No.  3.  His  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and 
several  daughters.  The  sons  were  Caleb.  Joshua,  Prentiss, 
Stephen,  Robinson,  and  William  G.,  all  of  whom  were  es- 
teemed citizens.  William  G.  was  an  influential  man,  and 
represented  this  district  in  congress;  Joshua  settled  on  the 
farm  where  II.  Fay  now  resides,  and  Thomas  Angell  on 
premises  owned  by  Milton  Taylor.  David  R.  and  Joseph, 
sons  of  Caleb  Angell,  are  residents  of  the  town.  The 
former  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  the  latter  at 
Exeter  Centre,  ou  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  Dr.  Buck- 
ingham. 

Among  the  many  worthy  pioneers  who  left  the  “ land  of 
steady  habits”  and  sought  homes  in  what  was  then  con- 
sidered the  “ western  wilderness,”  was  Jonathan  Angell, 
who  located  in  Burlington  in  1806,  and  a few  years  later 
in  this  town.  He  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Marvin  T.  Matterson.  His  family  consisted  of  nine  chil- 
dren, only  one  of  whom  survives,  viz.,  Jonathan  Angell, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-five,  who  resides  at  Exeter 
Centre. 

Other  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity  were  Seth  Tubbs,  Ja- 
cob Goble,  and  Caleb  Clark.  At  West  Exeter  the  pioneers 
were  Seth  Tubbs,  Bethel  Martin,  Amos  and  Hull  Thomas. 

On  the  Angell  farm  a little  mound  may  now  be  seen 
which  marks  the  remains  of  one  of  the  first  log  houses  built 
in  the  town.  This  primitive  domicile  was  erected  by  Jacob 
Goble.  It  seems  that  Mr.  G.  forestalled  the  march  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  locating  this  house  before  the  high- 
way was  surveyed.  The  survey  and  laying  out  of  the  road 
left  it  back  about  fifty  rods. 

A few  years’  occupancy  of  this  building  convinced  him 
that  he  was  too  far  “back  in  the  woods,”  and  in  1S0G  he 
erected  a frame  house  on  the  road,  2G  by  39  feet.  This 
building  is  now  standing,  and  on  the  chimney  may  still  he 
seen  the  figures  indicating  the  date  of  erection,  “ 1806.” 

The  early  settlements  in  the  vicinity  of  Schuyler’s  Lake 
were  made  by  George,  Harry,  and  Abram  Herkimer,  and 
"W  illiam  Lickell.  On  the  place  subsequently  known  as  the 
“ Herkimer  farm”  a small  improvement  had  been  male 
prior  to  the  Revolution. 

One  of  the  prominent  and  early  settlers  of  the  town  was 
Levi  Beardsley,  who  came  to  the  “ Herkimer  farm”  with  his 
father  in  1790.  lie  remained  here  oue  or  two  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Richfield. 

\\  e give  the  reader  a glimpse  of  those  early  davs,  subs  '- 
quently  pictured  by  Air.  Beardsley.  Their  advent  into 
this  region  he  thus  happily  describes  : 

We  left  our  eastern  home  with  a cart,  one  or  two 
wagons,  one  or  two  yoke  of  oxen,  three  or  four  horses,  and 
a few  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs.  The  roads  were  excessively 
had,  and  we  took  but  little  household  goods  with  us.  Mv 
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ni.itliiT  whs  left  behind  with  a sick  child.  My  sister,  about 
l years  younger  than  myself,  was,  with  me,  stowed  away  in 
the  cart  or  wagon,  among  the  chairs  and  furniture,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  a girl  brought  up  by  my  grandfather.” 

Some  distance  this  side  of  Canajoharie  they  abandoned 
their  vehicles,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  condition  -of  the 
roads,  and  proceeded  on  their  journey  : 

“ Some  of  the  party  drove  the  live  stock,  and  went  on  the 
best  way  they  could.  My  father  put  a saddle  on  one  of  the 
horses,  and  on  another  packed  a bed  and  bedding,  on  which 
the  girl  was  to  ride.  I was  placed  on  the  horse  behind  him, 
on  a pillow  tied  to  the  saddle,  with  a strap  under  my  arms 
buckled  around  his  waist  to  prevent  me  from  falling  off, 
and  carrying  my  sister  before  him,  we  pursued  our  journey, 
the  girl,  Suhey,  riding  the  other  horse  on  the  top  of  the  bed 
and  bedding,  and  a yearly  colt  tagging  after.  This  consti- 
tuted the  cavalcade  so  far  as  my  father  and  his  family  were 
concerned.” 

Their  destination  was  finally  reached,  and  soon  after 
Mr.  Beardsley's  father  returned  to  the  east  and  brought  his 
wile  and  sick  child  to  the  new  country.  He  says, — 

“She  rode  the  horse  on  a man's  saddle,  and  carried  the 
child,  my  father  in  a patriarchal  manner  walking  by  her 
side  ; and  thus  the  family  were  at  length  reunited  in  the 
woods,  at  the  foot  of  the  beautiful  lake,  and  by  the  side  of 
the  fine  little  stream  known  as  ‘ Herkimer  creek,’  then 
full  offish,  particularly  the  speckled  trout.” 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  dwellers  of  to-day,  who 
are  favored  by  mills  and  railroads,  and  live  in  costly  homes, 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  and  improvements  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  to  glauce  at  an  Exeter  dwelling  of  1790. 
Mr.  Beardsley  says, — 

“ The  house  that  we  moved  into  was  a small  log  cabin, 
the  body  laid  up,  and  part,  though  not  the  whole,  of  the 
roof  was  covered  with  black  ash  and  elm-bark,  which  had 
been  peeled  from  the  trees  at  the  season  when,  bark  is 
taken  off  easily.  When  opened  out  and  put  on  the  roof, 
and  pressed  down  with  poles  or  small  timbers,  the  rough 
side  exposed  to  the  weather,  it  makes  a good  roof,  that  will 
last  several  years  and  shed  the  rain  quite  well.  One  house 
was  partially  covered,  and  when  it  rained  we  had  to  put 
our  effects  .and  get  ourselves  under  that  part  which  was 
sheltered.  The  floor  was  made  of  basswood  logs,  split  and 
hewed  partially  on  one  side,  and  then  spiked  down,  making 
a good  substantial  floor,  but  only  about  half  of  ours  was 
laid.  We  had  no  fireplace  or  chimney,  and  till  this  was 
built  the  cooking  must  till  be  done  out  of  doors.  A place 
for  the  door  was  cut  out  so  that  we  could  go  in,  but  no  door 
had  been  made,  tior  had  we  any  way  of  fastening  the  door- 
way except  by  barricading.  There  was,  of  course,  no  cham- 
ber floor,  though  this  was  supplied  by  loose  boards  subse- 
quently obtained.  A mud-and-stick  chimney  and  fireplace 
"'•  re  afterwards  added  as  the  weather  became  cool ; and  to 
g'  t earth  or  clay  to  make  mortar  to  daub  the  house  and 
make  the  chimney  a hole  was  dug  under  the  floor,  which  | 
w as  our  only  cellar,  in  which,  in  winter,  we  put  a few 
bushels  of  potatoes  and  turnips,  and  took  up  one  of  the 
flattened  logs  from  the  floor  whenever  we  wanted  anything 
bom  below.  I have  said  there  was  no  door  when  we  moved 
My  father,  on  reaching  the  house  with  my  mother  and 


family,  suspended  a blanket  at  the  doorway  to  keep  out 
part  of  the  night  air.” 

At  this  time  there  were  no  stores  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
settlers  were  obliged  to  journey  long  distances  to  a gri.-t- 
rnill,  the  nearest  being  located  at  Toddsville,  about  three 
miles  from  Cooperstown. 

The  first  grist-mill  in  the  town  was  erected  on  Herkimer 
creek  by  John  Hartshorn,  on  premises  now  owned  by  Seth 
L.  Bliss.  He  also  built  the  first  saw-mill,  on  lands  now 
owned  by  John  Sutherland. 

The  pioneers  were  compelled  to  travel  many  miles  fir 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  it  was  no  small  acquisition  to 
this  new  settlement  when  C.  Jones,  in  1810,  opened  a store 
at  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

The  first  hotel  at  Schuyler’s  Lake  was  kept  by  Eliphaict 
Brockway,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Vober's  hotel. 

The  pioneer  merchant  at  Exeter  Centre  was  Bailev 
Plumb. 

The  first  tannery  was  erected  near  Exeter  Centre  by- 
Ransom  Comstock. 

The  first  survey  of  roads  in  Exeter  was  made  by  Judge 
Peck,  of  Burlington,  and  the  first  frame  bridge  was  built 
over  what  is  known  as  the  “ gulf.’’ 

John  Philipps  was  an  early  settler  and  pioneer  carpenter 
and  joiner.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  in 
town,  now  occupied  by  Deacon  Philipps. 

Many  years  after  the  first  settlements  were  made,  each 
settler  attended  to  his  own  horseshoeing,  but  as  the  popu- 
lation increased  this  was  abandoned,  and  the  demand  fur 
blacksmiths  became  a pressing  necessity.  Among  the  first 
at  Exeter  Centre  is  mentioned  the  name  of  Ira  Perry,  and 
at  Schuyler’s  Lake,  Samuel  and  Joseph  Hartshorn. 

One  of  the  first  schools  in  the  town  was  kept  by  Azubah 
White,  in  a log  building,  in  1S0G. 

Major  Tunnieliff  built  the  first  distillery,  on  the  Fern 
farm,  soon  after  his  settlement,  and  Ebin  Hartsson  erected 
the  first  tannery,  on  the  premises  uow  occupied  by  H.  J. 
Baker. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  at  Schuyler’s  Lake  was  Hen- 
drick Herkimer,  a member  of  the  celebrated  Ilerkim  - 
family,  which  occupied  such  a prominent  position  dur::ig 
the  border  wars.  In  1774  a rude  cabin  was  erected  > n 
Herkimer  creek  bv  a family  named  Schuyler,  who  occupied 
it  during  the  Revolution.  This  family  succeeded  in  main- 
taining a strict  neutrality  during  that  struggle,  and  was  not 
molested  by  the  savages,  who  carried  war  throughout  cvi  ry 
other  portion  of  the  county  where  a white  settler  had  se- 
cured a foothold. 

- This  locality  was  often  visited  by  scouts  from  Fort  H r 
kiiner  during  the  Revolution,  and  it  is  related  that  win  :r 
Brant  and  his  dusky  legion  were  prowling  in  the  vicinity 
of  Schuyler  Lake,  an  intrepid  scout,  named  Abram  Her- 
kimer, penetrated  the  forest  as  far  as  Deerlick  creek,  lb  re 
he  found  a band  of  the  savages  engaged  in  a triumpi  t 
war-daucc,  the  woods  resounding  with  their  demoni . ••  y ■ 
He  immediately  returned  to  the  fort,  but  too  late  to  apt  i- 
the  garrison  of  the  movements,  of  the  Indians,  and  on  A • 
following  day  the  dusky  warriors  attacked  the  sottleuie  it 
at  Cherry  Valley,  where  occurred  the  most  inhuman  m 
ere  recorded  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  Schuyler s 1 * L 
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was  a favorite  haunt  of  the  savages,  and  many  scouts  were 
sent  from  time  to  time  to  watch  their  movements.  Soon 
after  the  adventure  of  Herkimer,  one  Smith,  a scout  of 
considerable  notoriety,  undertook  the  perilous  task  of  visit- 
ing this  point.  lie  reached  the  cabins  of  the  Schuyler 
family  mentioned  above,  where  he  remained  one  night, 
and  continued  his  precarious  wanderings.  The  day  follow- 
ing he  came  upon  two  savages,  one  of  whom  he  killed, 
and  upon  returning  to  the  cabin  of  the  Schuylers  he  was 
told  that  a party  of  warriors  were  in  the  vicinity,  and  if  he 
held  his  life  at  a farthing’s  value  he  would  immediately' 
fly  to  the  fort.  lie  rau  nearly  the  entire  distance  to  Fort 
Herkimer,  and  died  two  weeks  afterwards  from  exhaustion. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  in  1799,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers  elected,  viz. : 

Supervisor.— .Thomas  Brooks. 

Town  Clerk. — Minerva  Cushman. 

Assessors. — Seth  Warren,  Agur  Curtis,  John  Martin. 

Commissioners  of  II! jh ways. — Joseph  Round,  Caleb 
Clark,  Anderson  Beckwith. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Thomas  Angell,  Caleb  Clark. 

Constables. — Joel  Cass,  Garshom  Palmer,  Charles  Lewis. 

Collector. — David  Hollister. 

The  following  persons  have  served  the  town  as  super- 
visors and  town  clerks  from  1799  to  1S78,  viz. : Thomas 
Brooks,  Humphrey  Palmer,  Jared  Munson,  Jeremiah  Rob- 
erson, Thomas  Nedger,  Ager  Curtis,  Elijah  Babcock, 
Samuel  Beckwith,  Cornelius  Jones,  Seth  Hubbard,  Jede- 
diah  P.  Sill,  Allen  Lidell,  C.  II.  Brooks,  George  G.  May, 
George  C.  Cushman,  D.  W.  Patrick,  D.  F.  Liddell,  Edward 
Andrews,  Martin  Austin,  B.  W.  Lidell,  J.  F.  Gray. 

Clerks. — Minerva  Cushman,  Humphrey  Palmer,  Ander- 
son Beckwith,  Cornelius  Jones,  Jenks  S.  Sprague,  Naboth 
Buckingham,  Cyrus  Turney,  L.  II.  Robinson,  W.  C.  Harp, 
W.  P.  Jones,  D.  F.  Lidell,  John  F.  Gray,  C.  F.  Thompson, 
John  Chappell,  L.  0.  Veber,  E.  A.  Taylor,  Judson  Duvfy. 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — John  F.  Gray. 

Town  Clerk. — Judson  Durfey. 

Justice. — W.  P.  Jones. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — J.  Pope. 

Assessor. — Milton  P.  West. 

Collector. — Win.  A.  Johnson. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — B.  Rose. 

Toini  Auditors. — Daniel  Ycber,  N.  II.  Southworth,  and 
A.  P.  \\  atson. 

Constables. — Wm.  A.  Johnson,  Win.  McGarity,  J.  Allen,  j 
Clrfls.  Palmer. 

Excise  Commissioner. — Geo.  D.  Bowers. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1SG5. 

Acres  of  improved  land,  14,547;  cash  value  of  farms,  | 
§721, J20;  acres  of  plowed  land,  1GU4;  acres  of  pasture,  ; 
G93G;  acres  of  meadow,  4911  ; tons  of  hay,  5220  ; bushels  \ 
of  spring  wheat  harvested,  211  ; bushels  of  winter  wheat,  | 
130  ; bushels  of  oats  ( 1804),  15.59G  ; bushels  of  barlev,  402  ; i 
bushels  of  buck  wheat,  1.)  i •> ; bushels  of  Indian  corn,  020 1 ; 
bushels  ut  potatoes,  12,900;  bushels  ol  .peas,  2>(j ; bushels  j 


of  beans,  29 ; bushels  of  turnips,  4G5 ; pounds  of  hops, 
103, G28  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar,  22, 132  ; pounds  of  honev. 
2027 ; pounds  of  butter,  53,781  ; pounds  of  cheese,  359,950. 

Exeter  has  an  area  of  18,895  acres,  and  its  assessed  val- 
uation is  §305,939,  and  its  cc|ualized  valuation  is  §347, G»j§. 

Agricultural  Statistics , 1875. — Acres  plowed,  1800;  in 
pasture,  7947  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  7349;  bushels  bar- 
ley, 53G ; buckwheat,  2431;  corn,  1 3,1 7G ; oats,  27.894; 
rye,  30  ; spring  wheat,  73  ; winter  wheat,  20G  ; peas,  11*); 
pounds  of  hops,  3G,5S2  ; potatoes,  22,478  ; barrels  of  cider, 
428;  butter  made,  G6, 310  pounds;  cheese,  21,590  ; pork 
made  ou  farms,  88,451. 


POPULATION. 


1800 712  1815 

1810 1418  1850 

1814 1421  1855 

1820 1430  18(10 

1825 1588  ! 1865 

18:30 1600  j 1870 

1835 1402  : 1875 

1840 1423  | 


14«7 
1526 
1540 
1570 
1 445 
1256 
1320 


CHAPTER  XL. 

TOWN  OF  EXETER— Continued. 

Congregational  Church,  Exeter — Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Exe- 
ter— Baptist  Church,  Exeter — Methodist  Episcopal,  of  West  Exe- 
ter— Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  Schuyler’s  Lake — Richfield  Lodge, 
No.  102,  F.  & A.  M. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  EXETER 
was  formed  July  11,  180G,  by'  the  Rev.  Win.  Graves,  mis- 
sionary from  the  State  of  Connecticut.  The  first  members 
were  as  follows:  Asahel  Williams,  Samuel  Seymour,  Hope 
Hollister,  Priscilla  Cushman,  David  Bryan,  Mary  Plumb, 
Elknah  Higgins,  Win.  Abeel,  Irena  May,  John  Philipps. 
Elias  Higgins,  Azubah  White,  E.  Dailey,  Anna  Cranweli, 
Hannah  Morse,  Nancy  Child,  David  Hollister,  Minerva 
Cushman,  and  Mahitable  Philipps.  The  first  officers  were 
Asliael  Williams,  deacon,  and  Samuel  Seymour,  clerk.  A 
church  building  was  erected  in  about  the  year  1817.  and 
rebuilt  in  1859.  The  present  organization  is  Presbyterian, 
and  its  officers  are  Alunzo  Curtis  and  II.  N.  Wood,  deacons. 
The  last  officiating  pastor  of  the  church  was  Frank  W. 
Townsend. 

TIIE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIIURCII  AT  EXETER  CENTRE 
was  organized  Nov.  19, 1S21,  as  the  “ Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  Otsego  and  Cooperstown.”  The  following-named 
persons  were  chosen  first  trustees:  Elijah  Babcock,  Calvin 
Huntley,  P.  Angell,  Thomas  D.  Mitchell,  and  Elisha  Shep- 
herd. The  first  services  of  this  society  were  held  in  a barn 
built  by  Thomas  Angell,  on  the  premises  now  owned  by" 
David  Angell,  on  “ Angell  Hill.”  Among  the  first  pastors 
were  Revs.  Geo.  Gary,  Cluis.  Giles,  and  a Mr.  Chase.  The 
present  trustees  are  David  R.  Angell  and  John  W.  Ball; 
Oscar  E.  Angell,  clerk.  The  present  pastor  is  Itev.  Tru- 
man F.  Hall.  Membership,  3G. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  WEST  EXETER 
was  organized  in  about  the  year  1830,  and  for  many  wars 
was  connected  with  the  Exeter  Centre  charge  of  the  Mcth- 


«. 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


1 33 


t •:  E|*i*-'»|' ■'!  church.  In  the  year  1873  it  was  annexed  to 
K-lmeston  charge,  and  remained  two  years,  when  it  was 

’ached  to  Exeter  and  Schuyler’s  Lake,  and  is  at  present 
Vu.iwii  us  the  Exeter  charge.  Among  the  first  members  are 
a,  :itii>ncd  the  names  of  Calvin  Huntley,  Olive  Huntley, 
Martha  Huntley,  Mr.  Huntley  (father  of  Calvin  Huntley), 
J Im  Harrington,  Samantha  Harrington,  Noel  Harrington, 
||  jimah  Harrington,  E.  Taylor  and  wife.  The  first  church 
budding  erected  was  a frame  structure  32  by  43  feet,  and 
„„t  about  $1300.  It  was  built  in  1839.  This  building 
destroyed  by  fire  March  31,  1872,  and  rebuilt  during 
tin-  summer  of  1873.  It  was  dedicated  Nov.  20,  1S73.  the 
J.ilicatory  sermon  being  delivered  by  Rev.  II.  II.  Wheeler. 
The  new  building  is  32  by  43  feet,  and  was  erected  at  a 
(ist  of  about  $3700. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  William  Johnson, 
Dele-van  Huntley,  and  Calvin  Huntley,  trustees,  and  Del- 
evan  Huntley  and  John  C.  Jones,  stewards.  Present  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Truman  F.  Hall.  Membership,  34. 

THE  FREE-WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  SCHUYLER’S  LAKE 

was  organized  as  a Free  Communion  society  in  1821  by 
Elder  William  Hunt.  This  organization  was  effected  in 
the  old  Tunnicliff  house,  about  three  miles  below  Schuyler’s 
Lake,  and  consisted  of  the  following  persons,  viz. : Chaun- 
cey  Judd  and  wife,  Amelia  Judd,  Henry  E.  Firman  and 
wife,  Henry  J.  Herkimer  and  wife,  Harrison  Underwood 
and  wife,  Mr.  Mott  and  wife,  Mr.  Robinson,  Patience  Rose, 
Amelia  Burk.  The  meetings  of  the  society  were  held  at 
the  Tunnicliff  place  until  the  erection  of  the  union  church 
at  Schuyler’s  Lake  in  1838.  This  church  is  of  stone,  and 
was  erected  by  George  Herkimer.  The  first  sermon  was 
preached  by  Bishop  A.  Russell.  He  was  followed  by  the 
present  pastor,  Rev.  S.  Darrow.  The  following  are  the 
present  officers:  Henry  E.  Firman,  Norman  C.  Judd,  and 
Daniel  Horton,  trustees ; A.  C.  Smith  and  Amos  Under- 
wood, committee;  N.  C.  Judd,  church  clerk. 

UNION  CHURCH,  SCHUYLER’S  LAKE. 

The  Free  Baptist  church  was  organized  Sept.  2,  1830,  by 
P.  W.  Lake  and  Wm.  Hunt,  elders  in  said  denomination, 
at  the  old  Tunnicliff  house,  about  two  and  a half  miles 
south  of  the  village  of  Schuyler’s  Lake,  in  the  ball-room, 
which  place  was  used  by  the  church  as  their  place  of  wor- 
ship until  the  union  church  was  built. 

The  council  was  composed  of  the  following  delegates: 
Elder  P.  W.  Lake,  moderator;  Henry  Fitch,  clerk;  Elder 
Mm.  Hunt  and  Deacon  Crumb,  from  Plainfield;  Deacon 
MeCoon,  from  Burlington;  Henry  Fitch,  from  Columbia; 
Deacon  Henry  Lake  and  Deacon  Gates,  from  Oueonta. 
Alter  consultation  they  decided  in  favor  of  organizing  a 
church,  to  be  known  as  the  First  Free  Baptist  church  of 
Exeter.  Chauncey  Judd  and  Henry  G.  Herkimer  were  or- 
d. dried  deacons,  and  Eider  Wm.  Hunt  w;is  chosen  as  pastor 
ol  said  church.  The  first  member?!  whose  names  appear  on 
the  church  record  are  as  follows:  Wm.  Chappell,  Nathaniel 
Mott  and  Abigail  Mott,  Ezekiel  Robinson  and  Betsv  Rob- 
in-on, Chauncey  Judd  and  Amelia  Judd,  John  Rider  and 
" 1 * * “ i Henry  I',.  Firman  and  Rhoda  Firman,  Stafford  Coats 
and  wife,  \\  illiam  Herkimer,  and  -Freelovo  Rose. 


Elder  Wm.  Hunt  preached  to  the  church  for  two  years, 
and  then  Elder  Robert  Hunt  succeeded  him,  and  remained 
nine  years.  The  next  pastor  was  Ransom  Hunt,  for  two 
years,  and  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  union  church 
Elder  B.  A.  Russell  was  pastor. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  union  society  for  the  erection 
of  the  church  was  hold  Dec.  17,  1838,  and  a constitution 
adopted.  The  second  meeting  was  held  March  4,  1839, 
and  Calvin  Underwood,  J.  Tunnicliff,  Amos  Fitch,  N.  Mott, 
and  George  Herkimer  were  elected  as  the  buildingcommittee. 
Tbc  bouse  was  dedicated  March  5,  1840,  and  the  following 
officers  were  chosen  : N.  Mott,  C.  Judd,  and  II.  Firman  for 
the  Free  Baptists;  David  Steward  and  John  Chappell,  for 
the  Metho'dists  ; C.  Underwood  and  Alvin  Barrus,  for  the 
Uni versal ists.  The  dedication  sermons  were  preached  by 
Wm.  Hunt,  for  the  Baptists;  Elder  Job  Potter,  for  the 
Universalists  ; and  Elder  Wright,  for  the  Methodists.  The 
time  of  occupation  of  the  house  was  decided  upon  in  the 
following  manner:  The  Universalists  to  hold  the  Srsc 

Sunday,  the  Free  Baptists  the  second  and  fourth,  the  EpLs- 
copal  Methodists  the  third  Sunday,  aud  the  Christian  order 
the  fifth  Sabbath,  when  one  occurred. 

The  building  is  of  stone,  32  by  46  feet,  and  cost  about 
$4000. 

The  present  officers  are  N.  C.  Judd,  Henry  Finnan, 
Amos  Underwood,  for  the  Baptists;  and  Daniel  W.  Clark. 
J.  II.  Yebber,  for  the  Universalists;  and  C.  Watson  and 
I.  L.  Yebber,  for  the  Methodists  ; and  John  F.  Gray,  societv 
clerk.  The  present  ministers  are  Elder  S.  Darrow,  for  the 
Free  Baptist;  Rev.  S.  R.  Ward,  for  the  Universali.st ; Rev. 
Mr.  Hall,  for  the  Methodist.  The  present  number  of  the 
Free  Baptists  is  nineteen  ; the  Methodists,  about  fifty;  the 
Universalists,  about  ten. 

The  church  building  was  remodeled  at  an  expense  of 
about  $1200,  and  was  dedicated  by  the  respective  societies 
and  funds  pledged  to  pay  all  arrears;  at  the  same  time  a 
subscription  was  circulated,  and  an  organ  purchased,  c-ost- 
ing  $200.  The  church  building  is  a neat  and  substantial 
edifice,  and  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  enterprise  of  the 
denominations  interested. 

TnE  BAPTIST  CIIURCII  OF  EXETER 

w;is  organized  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century. 
The  exact  date  is  unknown,  but  it  was  probably  in  about 
the  year  1S05  or  1806.  The  first  pastor  of  whom  we  learn 
anything  was  Elder  Haskell.  He  was  followed  by  Elder 
Palmer,  then  Israel  Hodge.  The  last  was  Elder  Braziiu 
King.  Brethren  Angell  and  Mattison  are  remembered  as 
deacons  of  that  church.  In  1820  the  Otsego  associate  a 
met  with  the  church,  and  one  of  our  present  mi -tubers. 
John  Durfy,  came  as  a delegate  from  the  White-shore’ 
church,  which  was  then  included  in  the  Otsego  associa- 
tion. The  question  of  dividing  the  association  was  pre- 
sented at  this  meeting,  and  the  formation  of  the  On  A. 
association  resulted.  The  church  above  mentioned  tue-t 
have  disbanded  about  1823. 

In  1823  forty-five  persons,  most  of  whom  had  Kvu 
members  of  previous  church,  signed  the  confession  of : ..  a 
and  the  covenant  of  practice  of  the  Burlington  1 E .- 
Weston  churches,  aud  ou  December  24  held  a meeting,  at 
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which  they  resolved  to  ask  their  brethren  of  Burlington 
and  Edmeston  to  consider  the  propriety  of  setting  apart 
the  brethren  and  sisters  at  the  Lake  into  a church,  and 
also  of  sett ii»*r  apart  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry 
Brother  John  Sawin.  The  result  was  a council  met  in  the 
Baptist  meet inj;- 1m use,  at  Exeter,  Feb.  8,  1826,  composed 
of  twenty-seven  delegates  from  ten  neighboring  churches. 
The  result  of  the  council  was  the  reorganization  of  the 
church,  and  the  ordination  of  John  Sawin,  in  the  following 
order  of  exercises:  sermon,  by  Elder  Washington  Windsor; 
hand  of  fellowship  to  the  church,  by  Elder  Benj.  Sawin  ; 
ordaining  prayer,  by  Elder  Seth  Gregory;  Elder  John 
Bostwick  gave  the  charge ; Elder  Eben  Loomis  gave  the 
hand  of  fellowship  to  the  candidate;  Elder  Benj.  Sawin 
addressed  the  church  ; Elder  Jacob  Knapp  offered  the  con- 
cluding prayer.  Elder  John  Bostwick  was  moderator,  and 
Eben  Loomis  clerk.  The  first  church  meeting  was  held 
Feb.  17,  1826.  Jonathan  Babcock  was  moderator,  and  Gil- 
bert Palmer  clerk.  The  first  covenant  meeting  convened 
February  25,  at  which  two  brethren — C.  Palmer  and  L. 
Mott — were  chosen  deacons,  and  G.  Palmer  clerk,  by  the 
members  approaching  the  clerk  of  the  meeting  one  by  one, 
and  personally  communicating  to  him  their  choice.  At  the 
same  meeting  a committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  the 
temporal  concerns  of  Brother  Sawin,  but  their  doings  were 
never  recorded,  and  Elder  Sawin  removed  from  the  church 
in  November  of  that  year.  Dnring  the  first  year  of  its 
existence  four  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one  by  letter.  From  November,  1826,  to  May,  1820,  the 
church  seems  to  have  been  without  a pastor.  During  the 
year  1827  three  were  added  by  letter.  In  1S29,  Elder 
Stephen  Hutchins  became  pastor  of  the  church,  and  during 
the  year  fourteen  were  baptized  and  two  added  bv  letter. 
In  1830  seventeen  were  baptized,  and  four  received  bv  ex- 
perience, and  three  by  letter.  Aug.  14,  1830,  is  the  first 
record  of  the  doings  of  the  church  after  Oct.  25,  1S26.  at 
which  time  it  was  voted  that  the  Whitesboro’  resolutions 
on  Freemasonry  be  adopted.  C.  Turney  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  which,  doubtless,  was 
the  first  Sunday-school  in  the  town.  In  1831  twenty-seven 
were  baptized,  two  added  by  letter,  and  two  by  experience. 
In  March  of  this  year  the  church  voted  to  hold  a four- 
days’  meeting,  immediately  after  which  baptisms  occurred 
every  month,  and  sometimes  oftener,  during  the  year.  This 
was  also  a year  of  discipline,  showing  that  the  pruning 
process  tends  to  increase  the  fruit.  Among  other  labors 
there  was  regular  monthly  distribution  of  tracts.  During 
the  year  Elders  Gregory  and  Curtis  were  called  to  sit  in 
council  with  the  church  upon  a difficult  case  of  discipline; 
on  April  4,  in  the  following  year  (1832),  a council  consist- 
ing of  N.  Kendrick,  S.  Gregory,  B.  Sawin,  W.  Burch,  and 
W.  B.  Curtis,  convened  to  adjust  a difficulty  between  the 
church  and  J.  Ilartson, — an  assemblage  of  superior  talent 
to  put  out  a great  fire  kindled  by  a little  matter.  In  No- 
vember of  this  year  Elder  Stephen  Hutchins  was  released 
from  the  pastorate  to  go  to  Mexico.  During  the  year  three 
were  baptized  and  nine  added  by  letter.  In  February, 
1833,  the  church  voted  to  adopt  the  plan  of  circuit  preach- 
ing, as  explained  to  them  by  Elder  Curtis ; raised  $30  by 
assessing  eighteen  brethren,  the  largest  amount  (§12)  being 


paid  by  John  Ilartson.  On  August  IS  the  church  adopted 
the  covenant  and  articles  recommended  by  the  association. 
In  November,  Brother  Nathan  Bundy  began  to  preach  to 
the  church  ; the  only  additions  during  the  year  were  by 
letter,  two.  In  September  of  the  next  year  Brother  Nathan 
Bundy  was  called  to  ordination.  During  1834  one  was 
baptized  and  five  added  by  letter. 

In  April,  1835,  Elder  Bundy  left  the  church  to  labor  in 
Hartwick.  The  following  November  Elder  R.  T.  Smith 
came  to  labor  with  the  church,  and  two  were  baptized  and 
four  added  by  letter.  The  year  1836  was  one  of  prosperity  ; 
twenty-eight  were  baptized,  seven  added  by  letter,  and  two 
by  experience.  It  is  recorded:  “ We  appreciate,  with  grati- 
tude to  God,  the  final  adjustment  of  the  matter  of  misun- 
derstanding and  difference  heretofore  existing,”  etc.  In 
December  gave  Elder  Smith  a call  for  one  year,  from  Jan. 
1,  1S37,  to  pay  him  §300,  furnish  his  wood,  and  move  a 
load  of  goods  from  New  Haven,  N.  Y.  The  Burlington 
church  wishing  his  services  a part  of  the  time,  this  church 
accepted  his  labors  three-fourths  of  the  time,  and  he  labored 
in  this  way  through  the  year,  during  which  thirteen  were 
baptized  and  four  added  by  letter.  At  the  last  meeting  of 
this  year  S.  B.  Beckwith  was  chosen  clerk.  In  January, 
1838,  the  church  formed  itself  into  a Bible  society,  and 
appointed  proper  officers  for  such  a society.  In  the  early 
part  of  1838,  Elder  Lyman  Wright  began  his  labors  with 
the  church,  and  eight  were  baptized  and  five  added  by  let- 
ter. Elder  Wright  continued  his  labors  through  1839,  and 
received  §250.  During  the  year  four  were  added  by  letter, 
and  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  increasing  light  of  the  present  day  on  the  subject  of 
temperance  shows  how  imperative  is  every  Christian’s  duty  on  that 
matter;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  member  of  this  church  shall  still  continue  to 
use  intoxicating  drinks  as  a beverage,  or  furnish  it  for  those  in  their 
employ  to  be  so  used,  they  do  it  to  the  grief  of  the  church. 

The  labors  of  Elder  Wright  continued  through  1841  for 
§250,  and  use  of  parsonage;  E.  N.  Bradford  was  chosen 
deacon  ; three  were  baptized,  eight  added  by  letter.  In 
November,  1S41,  Elder  Wright  closed  his  labors  as  pastor. 
A protracted  meeting  had  been  held  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year;  twelve  were  baptized,  four  added  by  letter.  In 
August  another  council  to  adjust  difficulties  was  held,  con- 
sisting of  S.  Gregory,  II.  A.  Smith,  and  D.  Cutler.  From 
November,  1841,  to  April,  1842,  the  church  was  supplied 
by  Elder  Robinson,  and  during  the  remainder  of  1842 
Brother  Z.  Smith,  a licentiate,  supplied  the  church  ; eleven 
were  added  by  letter.  Brother  Z.  Smith  continued  his 
labors  till  April,  1843.  After  June,  Brother  J.  W.  Crumb 
supplied  the  church.  July  12,  the  church  passed  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved,  That  American  slavery,  under  all  possible  circumstances, 
is  sinful : that  its  essential  ingredients  are  these  flagrant  violations 
of  God's  law  and  the  rights  of  man  which  the.  1’ible  everywhere 
condemns  ; and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  Christian  to  labor,  :oi  1 
constantly  pray,  for  its  speedy  and  peaceful  abolishment. 

About  this  time  Abby  Kelly  found  her  way  to  this  place, 
and  to  the  ears  and  hearts  of  some  of  the  people,  and  the 
year  was  one  of  anxiety  to  the  lovers  of  Zioti,  and  of  ex- 
citing contention  with  the  troublcrs  of  Israel  ; and  on  No- 
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a -jkm-'uI  clmrch-meotiu"  was  held  (Elders  D. 
Ca(M  and  S.  Hutchins  being  present),  at  which  some 
hK<e.i._-  confessions  were  made,  the  resolution  of  July  was 
fv-.vr.'h  and  the  church  resolved,  “ That  we  will  not  fellow- 
,1  ..  ,j,,.  sljvc-holder,  nor  those  that  fellowship  the  slave- 
t Ur."  and  the  aggrieved  brethren  expressed  themselves 
M'.-.d.-'l,  c'Uisidcred  the  slave  question  settled,  and  so  far, 
iV<tr  difficulties  removed.  During  the  year  three  were 
t.iMib-d,  and  four  added  by  letter. 

In  Hll  the  church  was  supplied  on  communion  seasons 

I i neighboring  pastors  until  May,  when  Elder  II.  Turner 
Uojuie  p.t'tor,  continuing  through  the  year;  difficulties 

• .fc  experienced,  growing  out  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
jfevi-uis  year;  one  was  baptized  and  two  added  by  letter. 
In  H15  one  was  baptized  and  two  added  by  letter.  II. 
Garb  A -uppl’ed  the  church  from  the  fall  of  this  year  until 
t!,e  following  spring.  At  the  first  covenant  meeting  of 
!«.|n,  C.  V.  Ilartson  was  appointed  clerk,  in  place  of  S. 
It  Ihvkwith,  deceased.  This  was  a year  of  much  trial  on 
matters  arising  from  settled  questions  of  two  years  before  ; 
no  pastor;  five  were  added  by  letter.  In  the  beginning  of 
I -IT.  Elder  Pease  labored  successfully  with  the  church; 
<i  .n_^  were  confessed  and  wanderers  returned  ; eight  were 
vllol  by  baptism  and  three  by  letter.  In  July,  Elder 

II  im  r Clark  began  his  labors  as  pastor,  and  continued 
until  'larch  of  the  following  year.  In  July,  1S48,  Elder 
f I’n-'ton  became  pastor,  ami  so  continued  till  laid  aside 
1 i the  km-ss  which  resulted  in  his  death,  Juno  12,  1S50; 
daring  the  year  one  was  baptized  and  eight  added  by  letter. 

1 ' r.i  fiiur  were  baptized  and  one  added  by  letter. 
I h r I..  Holton  was  pastor  from  June,  1S50,  to  April, 
S *'•"*: ’*  In  1850—51  three  Were  added  by  letter  each  year. 
! .1  1 '.VI  two  were  added  by  letter  and  one  by  experience. 
1 r in  Aug.  20,  1853,  to  May  20,  1800,  a period  of  over 
► i a years,  there  were  no  additions,  and  for  four  years  of 
the  time  no  record  of  the  church  was  kept.  Elder  O. 
H.  tnictt  labored  with  the  church  one  year  from  May,  1853  ; 
»f;er  which,  till  1800,  preaching  was  had  but  occasionally. 
The  church  diminished  in  numbers  and  the  lovers  of  Zion 

* re  in  sadness.  At  the  beginning  of  1S00,  Elder  S.  P. 
" ay  came  to  labor  with  the  church  a part  of  the  time,  and 
continued  so  till  June,  1803;  during  that  time  five  were 
b.ptuisl  and  one  added  by  letter.  After  April,  1S04, 
if.r..  was  no  communion  and  but  occasional  preaching 
uiit:l  January,  1801),  when  Elder  O.  N.  Fletcher  came  to 
* 1 1 ‘ • r with  the  church.  Ilis  labors,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
'*■  re  successful  in  the  revival  of  his  work;  nine  were  bap- 
t'f  hJ,  six  added  by  letter,  and  one  by  experience,  while  the 
influence  and  condition  of  the  church  was  greatly  enlarged 
and  improved.  During  the  year  the  house  of  worship — 
*hiih  was  built  during  the  pastorate  of  Elder  Lyman 
M ri.dit — was  repaired  and  refurnished.  At  the  beginning 
' > the  year  1S7H,  Elder  Fletcher  left  for  another  field,  and 
T br  11  *>.u!ick  began  his  labors  with  the  church.  He 
mm  mied  until  1872,  and  was.. succeeded  by  D.  C.  Putter, 

1 '1‘dison  university,  lie  left  in  1872,  and  the  church 
'■*  - without  a pastor  until  January,  1874,  when  Rev.  J.  II. 

1 1 dien  began  his  labors.  In  1875  he  closed  his  pas- 
i >te,  and  the-  pulpit  was  vacant  until  ls77,  when  the 
| * pa-tor.  llev.  L L.  Hury,  assumed  the  charge.  The 


church  is  prosperous  and  has  a membership  of  thirtv-three 
souls. 

RICHFIELD  LODGE,  NO.  162,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

On  April  15,  ISOS,  a convention  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  was  held  in  Richfield,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  forming  a lodge  of  Ma-uiis 
to  be  held  in  said  town.  The  convention,  after  considering 
the  subject,  adopted  a resolution  to  petitiou  the  grand  lod^e 
for  a dispensation,  and  recommended  James  Hyde  for 
Master;  E.  Pringle,  Senior  Warden;  and  James  Mark- 
ham, Junior  Warden.  A dispensation  was  granted,  and 
Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  deputy  Grand  Master,  installed  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  as  officers  on  Sept.  15.  1808:  James 
Hyde,  Master;  E.  Pringle,  Senior  Warden;  James  Mirk- 
ham,  Junior  Warden;  Jacob  Brewster,  Secretary;  John 
Dunsmore,  Treasurer;  Cyrus  Robinson,  Senior  Deacon; 
Jabez  B.  Hyde,  Junior  Deacon;  Roswell  Starr  and  Daniel 
Randall,  Stewards ; John  Miller,  Tyler. 

In  April,  1857,  a dispensation  was  granted  by  the  grand 
lodge  for  the  removal  of  Richfield  lodge  to  Schuyler’s  Lake, 
where  the  first  meeting  was  held  May  6,  1857. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows,  viz. ; B.  W.  Lidell, 
W.  M. ; L.  S.  Henry,  S.  W. ; J.  W.  Fitch,  J.  W. ; L. 
O.  Yober,  Secretary;  G.  D.  Lathrop,  Treasurer;  W.  I. 
Philipps,  S.  D. ; R.  D.  Smith,  J.  D. ; P.  Anderson,  Tyler. 

The  lodge  is  now  iu  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
membership  of  seventy-two. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  enlisted  to  fill  the  quotas  of  this  town  in 
the  late  Rebellion  : 

John  Andrus,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  140th  Regt.,  in  1S63;  died  at  Ncwbern,  X.  C. 
Halsey  S.  Arnold  ; died  in  New  York. 

Horace  Acker. 

John  Arnold. 

Hiram  Barber,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt.  ill  Oct.  1862;  wounded. 

Robert  Burke,  enl  in  6th  N.  Y.  Cav.  iu  1862. 

Chas.  Brisbin,  enl.  iu  the  152d  Regt. 

William  Bliss,  enl.  iu  1861. 

Thus.  G.  Burgess,  enl.  in  the  6th  Cav.,  Sept.  G,  1S63;  discharged  f *r  dDabi’.  tv, 
broken  shoulder ; re-cul.  in  Co.  K,  ljtli  Cav.;  killed  at  Petersburg.  >•  pi.  6 
1864. 

Jolm  Bush,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  5, 1SG4 ; died. 

John  Buckley,  enl.  in  the  navy. 

Edward  Butler,  enl.  in  the  navy. 

John  Brown,  enl.  in  the  regular  army. 

Jacob  F.  Brunner,  enl.  iu  the  regular  army. 

John  II.  Chappell,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art .,  Aug.  14,  1SG2. 

Frederick  A.  Chappell,  enl.  In  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14,  1862. 

Charles  W.  Chappell,  eul.  in  Co.  F,  44th  Regt. 

Jerome  Carter. 

Taber  Card,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  21, 1864. 

Clark  W.  Dickey,  enl.  iu  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14,  1862. 

George  l)«»ty,  enl.  in  the  76tl»  Itegt. 

D.  Dorr,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  Art  , Dec.  30, 1863  ; died. 

James  Evans,  eul.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Dec.  31,  1SG3. 

Cltas.  II.  Fenton,  enl.  in  the  12tst  Regt. 

William  L.  Fenton,  enl.  iu  the  12Dt  Regt. 

Lewis  Fairchild,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2*1  Art.,  Jan.  .1,  1864. 

Slieaman  Fay,  enl.  in  l>t  Fug. 

Patlick  Franklin, enl.  iu  the  43d  Regt. 

Fiank  Fisher,  enl.  iu  the  regulars.  Sept.  13,  lv04. 

Adalbert  Green,  eul.  in  the  2d  Cav. 

| John  Grilhth. 

Robert  Uinck,  enl.  in  the  14th  Regt. 

Orville  Him  k,  enl.  in  the  21st  Regt.  ; killed  in  battle. 

Andrew  J.  Huntley,  onl.  in  Co.  F,  12l.»t  K**gt.,  Aug.  2«>,  lSi'2. 

Damon  lligbie,  enl.  m Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14,  Im.j. 

Mill  «n  lligbie,  enl.  m C*».  A,  1st  Ait.,  Aug.  11,  1862;  pi  mote  l to  2*1  lo  ot. 

Fin  an  ml  IL.use,  enl.  in  the  44th  Itegt.;  died. 

J Hinds,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  l.YJd  Regt.,  Hist  lieut. ; died. 

Thomas  T.  Haight,  enl  in  Co.  L,  2*1  Art. 
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William  D.  IIjmNoII,  enl.  in  To.  A,  12th  Cut.,  Aug.  18C2;  die*l. 

William  Haskett,  enl.  in  (*>.  F,  12lat  Aug.  20,  1802;  wounded. 

Thoiuud  Ifaa.-ctt,  ml.  ill  Co.  F,  121st  Hi-gt.,  Aug.  20,  1802;  wounded 
Charles  IJuiIhcII,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  Art.,  Jun.  f»,  1804  ; dieil  at  Andersonvillo. 
John  Hull,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  A.,  Jan.  5,  1803 ; died. 

Orion  Ifuight,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  A.,  Dec  150,  1804  ; lost  leg  at  Farmvillo. 
Dennison  Hasaett,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  A.,  Jan.  1, 1864. 

Lauren  tine  Iliglde,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  l>t  L.  A.,  Dec.  Ill,  180:5. 

Anseu  W.  Johnson,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Uegt.,  Aug.  25,  1802  ; in  battle  of  Clian- 
cellorsvillc. 

Henry  W.  Jones,  enl.  in  the  1st  Eng. 

Richard  Johnson,  enl.  in  the  regular  army,  Sept.  12, 1804. 

Edward  Kidder,  enl.  in  the  121st  R«*gt. 

Jacob  Kester,  enl.  in  the  regular  service.  Sept.  12,  1864. 

Thomas  Kelley,  enl.  in  the  regular  service,  Sept.  13,  1864. 

Lorin  Kriell,  enl.  in  the  121st  Uegt.,  Sept,  3,  1804. 

John  Heller. 

Sylvester  Loomis,  enl.  in  the  1st  Rogt.  Cav. 

Leonard  Love,  enl.  in  the  2d  Uegt.  Cav. 

Joseph  Landsdale,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1S64. 

Michael  Law  tor,  enl.  i ri  the  navy,  in  1804. 

Wallace  W.  Mattison,  enl.  in  the  l2lst  Rogt.,  in  1SG3. 

Allcu  Mattison,  enl.  in  the  121st  Rogt. 

Joseph  McArthur. 

Daniel  Mott,  enl.  in  the  2d  Rogt.  Cav.;  died  at  Andersonville. 

James  A.  Mason,  enl.  in  the  121st  Uegt. 

Chas.  Morey,  enl.  in  the  121st  Uegt. 

Noel  Myers,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  5, 18C4. 

Erostus  Merrill,  enh  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  5,  18G4. 

John  McLachlun.  enl.  in  the  navy,  Sept.  3,  1804;  substitute  for  W.  W.  Wood. 
Ceylon  Niles,  vui.  in  the  1st  Eng. 

Chas.  Noyes,  enl.  in  the  34th  Regt 

George  Norton,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Eng.,  Nov.  10,  1861 ; died  at  Ililton  Head, 
Aug.  2,  1863. 

Albert  Norton,  died  April  22,  1862. 

Chus.  Pickens,  eul.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Ilarlon  Pickens,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14,  1862;  dis.  July  1,  1805. 

David  Pratt,  sergt.,  enl.  in  the  2d  Cav.;  died  in  New  York. 

James  Palmer,  enl.  in  the  121st  Rogt. 

Joseph  31.  Plans,  enl.  in  1st  Art.,  Sept.  14, 1802. 

David  Pullion,  eul.  in  Co.  L,  °.d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  21, 1804. 

Nathaniel  Pierson,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  24, 18G4. 

John  Phillips,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  3,  1S64. 

Thomas  Pearson,  enl.  in  the  navy,  Aug.  31,  1862. 

John  Quinlan,  enl.  in  the  navy,  July  30,  1804. 

Henry  Rowell,  eul.  in  the  20th  Regt. 

Delos  Rose,  q.-m.-sei  gt.,  enl.  in  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14, 1SG2. 

Griffin  Reno,  surg.  in  the  66th  Rogt. 

Lee  C.  Stone,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug.  14,  1862 ; dis.  in  January,  1SC3. 

John  Sweet. 

Chos.  W.  Scudder,  enl.  in  the  1st  Eng. 

Samuel  C.  Smith,  enl.  in  the  1st  Eng. 

William  It.  Sweet,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  102d  ltegt.,  Aug.  2,  18C4 ; died  in  Washington, 
Sept.  16,  ISM. 

Wallace  W.  Smith,  enl.  in  1st  Eng. 

Edwin  Small. 

Hiram  Soule. 

Alexander  Stanton,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  31, 1863  ; d:s.  for  disability. 
Edwin  D.  Spoenburg,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  21,  1863;  dis.  for  disability. 
Chas.  Smith,  enl: in  the  regular  army,  in  1804. 

James  A.  Taft,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  20, 1862 ; 2d  lieut. 

Carlton  Taylor,  enl.  in  the  2d  Cav. 

Elisha  Town,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  30,  1863. 

Daniol  Pomeroy  Van  Court,  eul.  in  the  34th  Regt. 

George  H.  Van  Court,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Dec.  28,  1803;  died  in  1864. 
Eugene  Van  Court,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  in  September,  1804;  died  in  1&04. 
Ilcnry  Wakely,  enl.  in  the  cavalry. 

Jerome  Wo./d,  enl.  in  the  2d  Cav. 

William  Wilbur,  enl.  in  the  cavalry. 

Francis  Waldron. 

John  C.  Walworth,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  5,  1864. 

Fr^jjerick  Worlhingel,  enl.  in  the  regular  service;  substitute  for  Dclcvan 
Huntley. 

P.  lilies,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  1,  1864. 

Herman  II.  Wood,  enl.  in  1st  Cav.,  Sept.  .21,  I8t4. 

Mattcson  W.  Wallace. 


CHAPTER  X L I. 

TOWN  OF  HAETWICK. 

Organization — Geographical — Topographical — Named  in  Honor  cf 
John  Christopher  JIartwiek — Copy  of  Indian  Deed— Land  Con- 
veyed— -The  Hartwick  Patent — ilartwick’s  Eccentricities — Woman 
Hater — Climbing  the  Fence — He  Visits  the  Cabin  of  a Tenant — 
Retires — Leaves  Disgusted— -llis  Death — Burial — Will — Early  Set- 
tlers and  their  Locations — Incidents — Interesting  Relics — Initial 
Events — First  Town-Meeting — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from 
1864  to  1878 — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General 
Statistics— Area — Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuation — Population 
from  1810  to  1876. 

The  territory  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
town  originally  comprised  a portion  of  the  old  town  of 
Otsego,  and  was  formed  March  30,  1802.  It  is  located 
near  the  geographical  centre  of  the  county,  and  bounded 
as  follows:  on  the  north  by  Otsego  and  Burlington  ; on  the 
east  by  Otsego  and  the  Susquehanna  river,  which  separates 
it  from  Middlefield ; on  the  south  by  Milford  and  Laurens  ; 
and  on  the  west  by  New  Lisbon  and  Burlington. 

Its  surface  is  a hilly  upland,  the  highest  summits  beincr 
200  to  350  feet  above  the  valleys.  The  soil  is  well  adapted 
to  agriculture,  and  consists  chiefly  of  a gravelly  or  sandy 
loam,  in  some  localities  intermixed  with  clay.  The  town 
is  drained  by  several  small  streams,  which  flow  into  the 
Susquehanna,  and  the  east  branch  of  the  Otego  creek. 
There  are  two  miniature  lakes  in  the  town,  one  called  Little 
pond,  located  in  school  district  No.  11,  in  the  east  part', 
and  Arnold  lake,  in  the  southern  part,  near  Bowe  Hill,  in 
district  No.  15. 

This  town  derived  its  name  from  John  Christopher  Hart- 
wick,  who,  on  the  29th  day  of* May,  1752,  received  a deed 
from  the  Indians,  embracing  nearly  the  whole  territory 
lying  within  its  present  boundaries. 

As  a matter  of  interest,  we  reproduce  below  a copy  of 
the  Indian  deed  by  which  this  grant  was  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Hartwick,  now  on  file  among  the  Indian  deeds  in  the  sec- 
retary’s office  : 

To  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  in  any  wise 
concern,  lVe,  Abraham  Petersen,  Wilhelm  Darghiores,  Hendrick 
Sarighouna,  Native  Indians,  and  sole  and  absolute  proprietors  of 
Canjohare,  in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  Province  of  New  York, 
send  Greeting:  Know  ye,  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pound  to  us  in  hand,  paid  and  delivered  before  the 
Executing  of  these  Presents,  by  the  Hands  of  John  Christopher 
Hartwick,  for  and  in  the  name  of  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign.  King 
George  the  Second,  the  Receipt  whereof  wo  do  hereby  acknowledge 
ourselves  to  be  therewith  fully  satisfied,  Contented,  and  paid,  have 
Granted,  Bargained,  sold,  and  released,  and  do  by  these  Presents  for 
us  and  our  Heirs  forever  Grant,  Bargain,  and  Sell,  alien,  Release, 
enfeoff  and  confirm  and  forever  quit  Claim  unto  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  King  George  the  Second,  All  that  Tract  of  Land  situate, 
lying,  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawks  River,  hounded  iu 
the  manner  following,  viz.:  Beginning  on  the  West  side  of  Susque- 
hanna River,  at  Northerly  hounds  of  a Patent  granted  to  Aaron 
Bratt,  Volekrcd  \ an  \ eghten,  and  others,  and  running  from  thence 
up  the  said  River  Six  Miles  to  a \oung  Lime  Tret*,  stan  ling  n*.vr 
said  River,  marked  with  X W I7.il,  extending  in  Breadth  from  'he 
said  River  into  the  Woods  Six  miles,  together  with  all  and  every  the 
Mines,  Minerals,  and  Oarcs  of  what  kind  soever  standing,  growing, 
being  or  to  be  found  in  or  upon  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  and  all 
other  the  Hereditaments  and  Appurtenances  to  the  said  Tract  beh-t  g- 
ing  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  .viol  the  Reversion  and  llcv.-rsi  u«. 
Remainder  and  Remainders,  Rents,  Issues,  and  Proffits  thereof,  and 
of  every  part  and  pa  reel  thereof,  and  all  the  Estate,  Right,  Title, 
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1*»<r«-tl.  property  PosseeMon,  Claim  and  Demand  whatsoever  of  us 
j ,„,i  every  of  us  either  in  law  or  Equity,  of  in  or  to  tho 

*<  n«iiJ  T'»ct  or  parcel  of  Land,  or  every  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
j „ L«i«and  to  hold  tho  said  Traet  of  Lund,  and  all  and  singular 
the  Premises  aforesaid,  With  their  and  every  of  their  Hero- 
1 and  appurtenances,  in  and  by  tho  Presents  mentioned  or 

■ a tended  to  be  granted  and  Released,  as  aforesaid,  unto  our  most 
»#»*ciou»  Sovereign  King  George  the  Second,  his  llcirs  and  Sucees- 
to  and  for  his  and  their  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and 
1 *b.>of  forever.  In  Witness  whereof,  Wo  have  hereunto  set  our 
JUnii  and  seals,  this  Twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  Twenty- 
Kirnth  year  of  his  said  Majesty's  Reign,  Annoque  Domini,  odo 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four. 


Wiliiklm  Dargiiurer, 


mark. 

his 

Hendrick  IP  Petersen,  [l.s.] 
mark, 
his 

Nicholas  N Caraghiahtatli,  [l.s] 
mark, 
his 

Brand  X Roghisdicka,  [l.s] 
mark, 
his 

Abraham  X Rosendan,  [l.s.] 
murk. 

her 

Rent  X Daraghionka,  [l.s.] 

mark. 

Paclcs  Petersen,  [l.s.] 

Scaled  ami  Delivered  in  the  Presence  of 
her 

Wh  inner  X Ragser,  [l.s.] 
mark, 
his 

" ILLIAM  X CONNINGHAM,  [L.S.] 
mark. 

We,  the  Sub-cribers.  in  Rehalf  of  the  whole  Castle  of  Canjoharce, 
do  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  John  Christopher  Hartwick  the 
turn  of  one  hundred  pounds,  York  Currency,  being  the  full  considera- 
tion agreed  for  the  within-mentioned  Traet  of  Land.  Witness  our 
Hands  and  seals  this  29th  day  of  May,  1754. 


his 


before  the  Executing  said  Deed.  Given  under  my  Hand  this  :,i 
of  May,  1754. 

CaDR.  CoLDEN,  JCXR.,  Drjit.  S;^:. 

The  tract  of  land  conveyed  by  this  instrument  contain.-.! 
21,500  acres,  lying  within  the  following  boundaries,  viz. : 
“ Beginning  in  the  northwesterly  bounds  of  a certain  tract 
of  hind  granted  by  letters  patent  to  Vulkert  Oothouc.  J dm 
Dc  Witt,  and  others,  where  the  river  issuing  out  of  the 
lake  called  Otsego  crosses  the  aforesaid  northwest.-rlv 
bounds  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  granted  to  Yolk-.-rt 
Oothout  and  others,  and  runs  thence  west  four  hundred 
and  eighty  chains;  thence  north  four  hundred  and  ti_rhtv 
chains;  thence  east  four  hundred  and  eighty  chains  to  tin- 
said  river  issuing  out  of  the  said  lake  Otsego.  Then  al  n_: 
the  west  side  of  the  said  river  as  it  runs  to  the  place  where 
this  tract  of  land  first  began.” 

Mr.  Hartwick  now  met  an  unexpected  barrier.  Althov_rh 
the  deed  for  this  land  was  executed,  the  purchase-m.  nev 
paid,  and  the  tract  surveyed,  it  was  necessary,  before  he 
could  enter  into  possession  of  the  land,  to  obtain  letters 
patent  of  King  George  II.  In  this  he  finally  succeeded, 
and  on  April  22,  1761,  he  received  the  long-looked-f.r 
document. 

About  ten  years  before  the  Revolution,  Mr.  Hartwhk 
commenced  a clearing  near  the  outlet  of  Otsego  lake,  but 
upon  learning  that  it  was  not  on  his  purchase  lie  abanden  d 
it.  From  this  period  until  the  close  of  the  Revolution  he 
wandered  about  the  country  as  a missionary,  preach ir.-e 
the  gospel.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
patent,  and  began  the  establishment  of  a colony.  He  in- 
tended to  found  a colony  in  which  education  and  Ci  risti- 
anity  should  be  the  rule,  not  the  exception,  and  in  further- 
ance of  this  scheme  the  following  conditions  were  attached 
to  each  lease  executed:  “Be  it  remembered  that  am  .:: 

the  conditions  on  which  the  validity  of  this  instrument  1 - 
pendeth,  the  following  is  intended  to  be  the  principal  ene. 
viz. : That  the  grantee  be,  or  become,  within  a year's  time 
from  the  date  of  these  presents,  a parishioner  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  which  consist  in  the  following  particulars, 
viz. : 


N ick  is, 


Paclcs, 


D AVID, 


[l.s.] 


I do  certify  that  the  Indian  Proprietors  of  tho  within-mentioned 
T’a.  t of  Land,  have  acknowledged  in  my  Presence  (ho  sale  of  said 
land  to  Mr.  J. dm  Gli- i.-topher  ILvrtwick;  also,  the  Receipt  of  the 
1 "'idirati.in  Money;  likewise  scaled  mid  Delivered  the  Within 
Do.  I in  my  presence,  and  seemed  very  well  Contented  therewith, 
••non  under  my  lined  this  2'Jlh  day  of  May,  1754. 

WM.  JOHNSON. 


“1st.  To  acknowledge  the  grantor,  John  Christ,  t her 
Hartwick,  or  his  substitute,  for  his  pastor,  teacher,  ami 
spiritual  counselor. 

“ 2d.  To  behave  himself  to  him,  with  his  family,  agree- 
ably to  this  relation. 

“ 3d.  To  attend  regularly,  decently,  attentively,  and  de- 
voutly, Divine  service  and  instruction,  performed  and  • :s 
by  the  said  J.  C.  Hartwick  or  his  substitute. 

“4th.  To  aid  and  assist,  according  to  his  ability,  in 
building  and  repairing  church,  parish-,  and  school-ln  u^o. 

“ 5th.  To  keep  his  children  and  servants  to  sch  . an  i 
catechization  until  they  arc  fit  to  ho  confirmed,  if  : ; :/  i 
in  infancy,  and  if  not  until  they  are  fit  to  be  baptized  m.  i 
admitted  to  the  Lord's  supper.’’ 

The  letters  patent  of  the  tract  (if  land  mentioned 
were  issued  to  Mr.  Hartwick  and  ten  others,  sc veti-w  - -a 
relinquished  their  claims  to  him,  thereby  leaving  him  ' 


I Jo  hereby  certify  that  the  Tract  of  I, and  mentioned  in  tho 
*itLut  written  deed,  was  surveyed  in  the  Presence  of  the  aliove- 
Ui.  niton cd  \icko-,  Puulus,  and  David,  by  Mr.  Peter  Van  Driscn, 


owner  of  eight-elevenths  of  tho  entire  property.  i. 
tract  was  divided  into  eleven  shares,  estimated  to  cm 
2000  acres  each.  The  sections  farthest  south,  otic  an  1 tw 
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were  allotted  to  Derrick  Leffarts  and  Godfrey  Bangor;  the 
third  to  the  tenth  inclusive,  containing  10,001)  acres,  to 
J.  C.  Ilartwick  ; and  the  eleventh,  near  Cooperstown,  to 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Elizabeth  Cooper. 

May  13,  1701,  he  constituted  Judge  William  Cooper  as 
his  agent,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  nearly  13,000 
acres  were  leased  or  sold  to  thirty-four  proprietors,  for  ten 
years,  at  the  annual  rental  of  one  shilling  per  acre,  with  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  at  fourteen  shillings  per  acre. 

In  speaking  of  himself,  he  says,  “ My  name  is  Johannes 
Christopher  II  art  wig,  which  the  English,  according  to  their 
dialect,  pronounce  and  write  Hardwick,  a native  of  the 
dukedom  of  Sax-Gotha,  in  the  province  of  Thuringia,  in 
Germany,  sent  liither  a missionary  preacher  of  the  gospel, 
upon  petitiou  and  call  of  some  Palatine  congregations  in 
the  counties  o'"  Albany  and  Dutchess,  etc.” 

He  was  a peculiar  man  and  a determined  woman  hater. 
His  life  would  seem  to  warrant  the  assertion  that  he  re- 
garded woman  as 

“A  bosom  serpent, 

A domestic  evil,  a night  invasion, 

And  a mid-day  devil." 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  him,  if  he  saw  that  he 
was  about  to  meet  a woman  on  the  road,  to  cross  over,  or 
even  to  leap  a fence  in  order  to  avoid  her.  It  is  said  that 
on  one  occasion,  when  he  was  disturbed  in  preaching  by  the 
presence  of  a dog,  he  exclaimed,  with  much  earnestness, 
that  they  had  better  keep  their  dogs  and  children  at  home, 
and  it  would  not  be  much  matter  if  they  kept  their  women 
there  too. 

The  following  incident  is  also  related  by  Dr.  Pohlman  : 

I was  told  by  a former  resident  of  this  valley  that  when 
this  country  had  only  begun  to  be  inhabited, — and  he  was 
among  the  first  to  bring  hither  his  household  goods, — he 
was  surprised  one  evening  by  a visit  from  his  eccentric 
landlord.  My  informant  was  then  a young  man,  and  he 
and  his  wife  occupied  a log  hut,  in  which  there  was  only 
one  bedroom  and  one  bed.  Their  only  sleeping  accommo- 
dation they  very  cheerfully  gave  up  to  their  clerical  guest, 
and  stretched  themselves  out  on  the  floor  before  the  kitchen 
fire.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  wife  awoke,  and  found 
that  the  weather  had  become  much  colder,  and  it  instantly 
occurred  to  her  that  the  occupant  of  her  bed  might  not 
have  a sufficient  quantity  of  clothing  over  him.  Her  con- 
cern for  his  comfort  led  her  to  arise,  and  go  silently  into  his 
room,  and  spread  upon  his  bed  a part  of  her  own  very  simple 
wardrobe.  Rut  such  a thing  was  not  to  be  done  by  a woman 
and  yet  escape  the  observation  of  such  a woman-hater.  No 
jiooner  had  the  offense  been  committed  than  her  guest 
arose,  dressed  himself,  made  his  way  out  of  the  house  to 
the  stable,  saddled  his  horse,  and  rode  off." 

This  eccentric  man  died  in  the  town  of  Clermont,  Colum- 
bia Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  July  Iff.  17DC,  as  the  following  extract 
shows,  from  a letter  to  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  from  ! 
R.  1!.  Livingston,  bearing  date  •‘Clermont,  18th  July,  ; 
1790.” 

“ Sir, — Tt  is  proper  that  I should  inform  you  that  on 
Wednesday  last  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ilartwig  landed  here  from  a 
sloop  going  to  Albany,  being,  as  he  said,  fatigued  with  the 
sloop.  He  remained  at  my  mother’s  till  Sunday  noon,  1 


when,  without  any  previous  indisposition  other  than  the 
asthma,  after  conversing  much  at  his  ease  with  me  for  an 
hour,  he-  died,  without  pain,  and  perfectly  in  his  senses.” 
In  J.  Fenimorc  Cooper’s  “ Chronicles  of  Cooperstown.” 
page  11,  it  is  erroneously  stated  that  he  committed  suicide 
with  a razor,  in  June,  1800.  He  was  buried  under  the 
pulpit  of  Ebenezer  church  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

He  bequeathed  lands  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
Lutheran  theological  seminary,  and  upon  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  “ Hartwick  seminary" 
was  established,  which  is  the  oldest  Lutheran  theological 
seminary  in  the  United  States. 

Ry  the  first  codicil  attached  to  his  will  he  gives  all  the 
lands  in  Hartwick,  Otsego  County,  not  disposed  of  by  him, 
or  which  were  not  granted  away  by  his  attorney  before  the 
revocation  of  his  power,  to  be  laid  out  into  a regular  town, 
closely  built,  to  be  called  the  New  Jerusalem,  with  build- 
ings and  a hall  for  a gymnasium,  which  he  entitles  a Gym- 
nasium Evangelicum  Ministerial!:  pro  propagntione  Evnn- 
gelicx  Christiana:  religionis  inter  Gentiles;  and  also  devises 
one  hundred  acres  to  be  laid  out  for  a glebe  of  an  Evan- 
gelical minister,  who  is  to  be  called  and  appointed  by  the 
faculty. 

Prominent  among  those  sturdy  pioneers  who,  at  the  clo.se 
of  the  Revolution,  left  the  comforts  of  an  eastern  home  and 
sought  an  abode  in  the  wilds  of  “ Tryon  county”  was  Nathan 
Davidson,  who  came  from  Massachusetts,  and  located  in 
this  town  in  about  the  year  1780.  He  was  accompanied 
to  his  prospective  home  by  his  wife,  and  they  came  down 
the  lake  from  Springfield  on  the  ice.  It  was  late  in  the 
spring,  and  the  ice  was  covered  with  water,  which  rendered 
the  journey,  to  one  unaccustomed  to  the  lakes,  not  at  all 
pleasing.  As  he  approached  the  shore,  and  at  lust  found 
himself  safely  on  terra  jinna,  casting  a backward  glance, 
lie  exclaimed,  “ You’ll  never  catch  me  on  that  ice  again.” 
At  this  time  there  was  but  one  small  house  ou  the  site  of 
Cooperstown. 

As  an  incident  of  those  early  days,  illustrating  the  incon- 
veniences and  hardships  encountered  by  the  pioneers,  it  is 
related  that  at  one  time  he  journeyed  to  Schenectady  to  pro- 
cure a bushel  of  potatoes,  and  brought  them  home  on  horse- 
back. The  potatoes  were  used  for  food,  and  the  eyes  were 
planted  for  seed.  For  many  years  the  nearest  grist-mi  1 
was  at  Cherry  Valley.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
during  the  Revolution  assisted  the  colonial  cause  by  shoeing 
the  horses  of  the  soldiery,  making  swords,  etc.  He  was  a 
useful  man  in  the  new  settlement,  working  at  his  trade  for 
the  pioneers,  who  in  turn  assisted  in  clearing  his  land. 
The  first  clearing  in  this  vicinity  was  made  by  John  David- 
son, and  he  built  the  first  frame  barn  in  the  town.  He  was 
an  early  justice  of  the  peace,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of 
Hartwick  seminary.  He  died  in  1S21,  leaving  a son  and 
daughter.  1 1 is  son,  Mr.  Clark  Davidson,  was  born  here 

March  1-1.  1795.  He  was  a prominent  and  useful  citizen, 
and  many  years  held  the  position  of  justice  of  the  p . 
and  postmaster.  He  died  March  11,  1873,  in  the  seventy- 
eighth  year  of  his  age.  A son,  William  C.,  and  a daughter. 
Catharine  L.,  reside  on  the  old  homestead. 

John  Davidson,  a brother  of  Nathan,  came  to  the  town 
in  the  following  year,  and  located  on  an  adjoining  farm. 
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k „ > ,»!  (.jin,  who  c:mie  from  Rliode  Islaml  and 
t i.uodn d u<Te»  of  land  cuist  of  Ilartwick  village.  S 
i 1 1»  d<  -scviidaiits  are  residents  of  the  county. 

\ jj.iiuvr  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  was  N.  Lyon, 
|.*-ated  prior  to  the  year  1S00. 
jiM.>,|i  Winsor,  an  honored  pioneer,  came  into  Hartwick 
tn  lUi-xle  Island  in  about  the  year  1790,  and  settled  on 
,v„-  N.  Lvon  farm.  The  incident  of  purchase  is  related  as 
t Mr.  Winsor  was  passing  the  clearing  made  by 

|,v  n,  and  in  answer  to  the  question  if  he  would  sell  out, 
the  latter  replied,  “Yes;  I want  to  move  away.”  The 
! jrjain  was  male,  and  for  an  axe  and  twelve  shillings  in 
u,  in  v the  land  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Winsor.  He  re-  j 
turned  to  Rhode  Island,  and  two  years  after  came  to  the  | 
t,.un  and  located  on  his  purchase.  He  died  at  the  age  of  i 
rijity-fbur  ye».rs.  Three  children  are  residing  in  the  town,  | 
vtx  : Harris,  at  Hyde  Park;  Isaac,  at  Portlaudville ; and 
Mis.  Ada  Field,  in  the  vicinity  of  Toddsville. 

The  N.  Lyon  mentioned  above,  after  disposing  of  his 
“ betterments”  to  Mr.  Winsor,  concluded  to  remove  to  the 
Moitliern  part  of  the  county,  and  accordingly  employed  a 
nun  to  move  his  household  goods,  and  wife,  baby,  and  a ; 
pig  as  far  as  he  could  go  in  one  day  and  return.  Near 
night,  having,  as  he  thought,  gone  far  enough,  he  unloaded 
the  goods  at  the  foot  of  a hemlock-tree,  and  returned  to  the  j 
settlement.  Mr.  Lyon  made  a rude  shelter  for  the  wife  j 
and  baby,  and  after  tying  the  pig  to  a tree  started  off 
through  the  wood  in  search  of  another  team  to  take  him  to 
hi-  destination.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  Bruin  ever 
had  a great  propensity  for  making  a meal  on  the  “ porkers ;” 
and.  when  hearing  the  noise  of  the  pig  in  the  woods,  he 
hastened  to  the  spot  and  at  once  made  an  effort  to  capture 
it.  Mrs.  Lyon,  upon  seeing  his  majesty  approach,  seized 
a fire-brand  and,  by  waving  it  in  front  of  him,  succeeded  in 
keeping  him  from  his  prey.  The  bear  remained  during  the 
•tight,  and  as  daylight  appeared  retired  into  the  forest. 

Two  worthy  pioneers  of  Ilartwick  were  William  and  Na- 
than Field,  who  emigrated  from  Rhode  Island  in  17S7  and 
settled  on  lands  about  one  mile  northeast  of  Hartwick  vil- 
l-'ce.  After  selecting  their  land  they  returned  to  Rhode 
I -land  and  married,  and  immediately  thereafter  started  for 
•h  ir  abode  in  the  forest.  Here  they  erected  rude  cabins, 
and  christened  them  with  the  endearing  title  of  home. 

“ Our  furest  life  was  rough  an.l  rude. 

And  dangers  closed  us  round; 
llut  here,  amid  the  green  old  trees, 

A home  wo  sought  and  found. 

Oft  through  our  dwelling  wintry  blasts 
Would  rush  with  shriek  and  moan  : 

AVc  cared  not — though  they  were  but  frail, 

We  felt  they  were  our  own  !” 

^ illiam  Field  s family  consisted  of  seven  children, — three 
k-  and  four  daughters.  Elisha,  aged  seventy-eight,  and 
''  i;‘i  "n.  aged  sixty-seven,  are  living  in  the  vicinity,  and  a 
'■  ‘lighter,  Mrs.  Murdock,  in  Coopt  rstown.  Mr.  Field  died 
■'‘eventy-seven  years.  Of  Nathan’s  family  none  are 
Mr.  Elisha  Field,  mentioned  above,  has  in  his  pus- 
'■  '“•"•I  a dog-collar  which  was  plowed  up  on  his  father  s 
* ‘tan  in  about  ISnti,  which  hears  the  following  inscription: 
Ions  Slatku  Ills  L>og  Ai.itANy  M a lien  27  17j” 


It  is  supposed  that  the  dog  was  stolon  by  the  Indians,  or 
that  he  was  lost  while  hunting  with  his  master  through 
this  locality. 

Jerry  Potter,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  emigrated  to 
Hartwick  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  and  soon  after  re- 
moved to  this  town,  locating  near  Ilartwick  village.  S.-ven 


| wick  village  ; a daughter,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Beaman,  in  Onecnta; 

| another  daughter,  Mrs.  Dorinda  Boland,  adjoining  the  obi 
farm  ; and  the  following  sons  on  the  homestead  : Alfred  T.. 
William  H.  H.,  Isaac  L.,  and  Asel  W. 

Jedediah  Ashcraft  was  an  early  settler.  He  came  from 
Connecticut  with  his  wife  and  children,  in  1790.  and  lo- 
cated on  lands  near  the  central  part  of  the  town.  Ilis  sons 
settled  on  farms  in  the  vicinity.  Jedediah.  a grandson, 
survives. 

Joseph  Marsh,  of  honored  memory,  came  with  his  wife 
from  Connecticut  in  1S07  and  located  in  New  Lisbon,  and 
in  1821  moved  to  Hartwick  village.  He  died  on  the  farm 
north  of  the  village  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  II. 
Iv.  Marsh,  who  was  born  in  1S09. 

Another  pioneer  was  Nicholas  Steere,  who,  with  a wife 
and  one  son,  emigrated  from  Rhode  Island  and  settled  in 
Hartwick  in  about  1794.  He  purchased  land  on  the 
Cooper  patent  about  three  miles  northeast  from  Hartwick 
village.  His  son,  Ira  Steere,  grew  to  manhood  here,  mar- 
ried, and  had  a family  of  six  children, — three  sons  and  three 
daughters, — all  of  whom  are  living,  viz. : Mrs.  Martha  Perrv. 
resides  in  the  village  of  Morris;  Mrs.  Hosea  Winsor.  in 
the  town  of  Hartwick  ; Mrs.  Minerva  Jarvis,  at  Hartwick 
seminary ; Delos,  on  his  father’s  farm  ; Elizur,  on  the  farm 
occupied  by  his  grandfather ; and  Schuyler,  in  New  Or- 
leans. 

A sturdy  pioneer  from  Rhode  Island  was  Elijah  Haw- 
| kins,  who,  accompanied  by  a brother,  Rufus,  settled  in 
1790  on  a farm  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Hartwick 
J village.  In  1793  he  sold  this  farm  to  Amos  Winsor.  wb>> 
had  just  arrived  from  Rhode  Island,  with  his  wiff  and 
children.  The  old  homestead  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
! by  Hosea  Winsor,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of  Am  - 
W insor.  Nathan  Winsor,  son  of  Russel!  and  grandson 

i of  Amos  Winsor,  resides  in  Toddville. 

Noah  Eddy,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  settled  in  this 
town  at  the  close  of  the  war,  on  a farm  about  three  mis  s 
west  of  Toddville.  Some  of  his  descendants  are  residents 
of  the  county. 

Benjamin  and  Nicholas  Camp  were  soldiers  In  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  and  soon  after  located  in  Hartwick.  P>.  i- 
jamin  died  in  1SG3,  aged  nearly  one  hundred  veal's. 

A prominent  pioneer,  and  Ilartwick  s first  supervisor, 
was  Philip  Wells,  who  came  from  Foster,  Rhode  Island. 
He  was  accompanied  by  two  brothers.  Ji»hua  and  J be. 
j and  by  a man  named  Rhodes  Fry.  They  settled  . n la;  b~ 
| about  one  mile  east  of  the  village.  He  died  in  1 ^ 1 2 . A 
I grandson,  William  Burlingham,  now  owns  a (•■rib  n • 
old  homestead.  John  and  James,  suns  of  Philip  W - 
were  in  the  war  of  1 S 1 2.  and  both  participated  in  the  l 
of  Queenstown,  where  the  former  was  wound. d. 

Hopkins  Burlingham,  wife,  and  eldest  dauMit.  • w 
i pioneers  from  Connecticut,  and  settled  southeast  from  the 


earliest  settlors  in  the  town  was  Lot  Crosby, 

purchased 
ome 
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village.  Orman  and  William  Burlingham,  sons  of  Wil- 
liam, and  grandsons  of  Hopkins  Burlingham,  reside  in  the 
village. 

Calvin  Goodrich,  a prominent  pioneer  from  Sharon, 
Connecticut,  came  into  the  county  in  an  early  day  and 
located  in  this  town.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  five  daughters.  A son,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  born  in 
180G,  is  a prominent  resident  of  Milford  village,  where  he 
has  lived  thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  held  the 
office  of  postmaster  seventeen  years,  and  justice  of  the 
peace  two  terms. 

Isaac  Bissell,  a commissary  in  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, settled  in  this  town  in  1793,  in  the  Bow  Ilill  district. 
He  died  in  1S24,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

A prominent  pioneer  was  Deacon  Ziba  Newland,  who 
came  from  Norton.  Massachusetts,  and  settled  in  what  is 
now  South  Ilartwick,  in  about  the  year  1792,  then  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  Deacon  Newland  was  a nail-maker  by 
trade,  and  soon  after  locating  set  up  a shop  and  forge, 
which  business  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming. 
He  married  Lucy  Henry,  and  had  a family  of  nine  children. 
A grandson,  Henry  Newland,  resides  in  Otego  village. 

A prominent  pioneer  was  Amasa  Peters,  from  Connec- 
ticut, who  settled  on  the  present  site  of  the  village  in  179G. 
He  had  a family  of  two  sons  and  six  daughters.  One 
daughter,  Mrs.  Torrey  J.  Luce,  resides  in  the  village,  on  a 
portion  of  the  old  farm. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  county  was  Uriah  Luce, 
who  came  from  Rhode  Island,  and  located  near  the  lake  in 
Otsego.  A son,  Uriah  Luce,  Jr.,  was  sheriff  in  1798. 
Torrey  J.  Luce,  a son  of  John  Luce  and  grandson  of  Uriah, 
was  born  in  Cooperstown  in  1798,  and  became  a resident 
of  this  town  in  1837 ; was  a merchant  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  Rufus  P.,  a merchant,  and  the  present  supervisor 
of  the  town,  and  Henry  J.,  sons  of  John  Luce,  are  residents 
of  the  village.  Stephen  Ingalls  was  a pioneer  in  this  town. 
He  came  from  Cheshire,  Mass.,  in  about  the  year  17S0.  A 
son,  Samuel  M.,  was  member  of  assembly  in  1S23. 

Among  other  early  settlers  were  David  Mathewson,  Abner 
Alger,  John  Davison,  Joseph  Skiff.  Micah  Robinson,  Josiali 
Maples,  Abner  Adams,  John  Webb,  Eliphalet  Dewey, 
Perez  Bradford,  Thomas  Johnson,  Joel  Holbrook,  Edward 
Dowd,  Reuben  Bernard,  Jeremiah  Hopkins,  Isaac  Carr, 
Josiali  Burgam,  Joseph  Clark,  Squire  Luther,  Isaac  Hedges, 
Iehabod  Perkins,  Joshua  Hinraan,  Thomas  Green,  Jacob 
Allen,  Nchemiah  Burch,  Daniel  Murdock,  Thomas  Hall, 
Jr.,  David  Cole,  Benjamin  Bissell,  Joseph  Ashcraft,  Isaac 
Barnes,  Jeremiah  Rumsey.  James  Gray,  A.  Crosby,  Joseph 
Porter,  Lewis  Adams,  Moses  Barnes,  William  Hughes, 
Stephen  Reynolds,  Hibbard  Fuller,  Asahel  Whipple,  Daniel 
Green,  Samuel  Carr,  Rhodes  Fry,  Edmund  Skiff,  Peter 
Kendal,  John  Webb,  Moses  Bowing,  Hibbard  Pride, 
Thomas  Cully,  Joshua  Monroe,  Amasa  Mudge,  Ezekiel 
Jacobs,  David  Fisk,  Jonathan  Runyon.  Aaron  Rice,  Alfred 
Ilaselip,  Edward  Bean,  Jr.,  Dudley  Loomis.  Alford  Hop- 
kins, Isaac  Barnes,  William  Campton,  John  Comstock. 

In  about  the  year  18GG,  while  workmen  were  engaged  in 
clearing  a piece  of  land  south  of  the  village,  they  removed 
a stump  five  feet  in  diameter,  under  which,  and  intertwined 
by  its  roots,  was  found  a stone  hearth  or  fireplace,  upon 


which  the  brands  or  coals  were  still  lying.  They  also  found 
a number  of  stone  arrow-heads.  In  counting  the  grains  of 
the  stump  it  was  estimated  to  bo  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old. 

HART  WICK  VILLAGE 

is  located  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town,  in  a beau- 
tiful valley  through  which  flows  the  Otego  creek.  The 
present  (1877 ) business  interests  are  represented  as  follows: 
general  stores,  Eldred  & Ball,  L.  R.  Sergent,  F.  II.  Robin- 
son ; dry-goods,  groceries,  and  drugs,  Luce  Brothers  ; hard- 
ware, Robinson  k Butler;  grist-,  saw-,  shingle-,  and  plauing- 
rnills,  Cassius  Maples;  foundry,  etc.,  P.  G.  Williams.  Three 
blacksmith-shops,  two  jewelers,  two  shoe-shops,  two  haruess- 
shops,  three  milliners,  and  three  cooper-shops. 

SOUTH  HART  WICK 

in  the  southwestern  part,  Ilartwick  Seminary  and  Hyde 
Park  in  the  eastern,  and  Toddsville  in  the  northwest  parts, 
are  pleasant  hamlets. 

CLINTONVILLE 

is  a small  hamlet  in  the  southeastern  part,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna. Here  are  located  the  Clinton  cotton-mills,  which 
were  erected  by  Mr.  Cockett  in  about  the  year  1815.  The 
mills  are  now  owned  and  operated  by  Mrs.  William  51. 
Clinton. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

was  held  in  1802,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Lippitt.  The  first 
town-meeting  of  which  any  record  exists  on  the  town  books 
was  held  March  6,  1804,  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Holden, 
and  the  following  officers  were  chosen,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — Philip  Wells. 

Town  Cleric. — Rufus  Steere. 

Assessors. — David  Mathewson,  Abner  Alger,  and  John 
Davidson. 

Collector. — Joseph  Skiff. 

Poormasters. — Micah  Robinson  and  Josiah  Maples. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Abner  Adams,  John 
Webb,  and  Eliphalet  Dewey. 

Constables. — Perez  Bradford,  Thomas  Johnson,  Joseph 
Skiff,  and  Joel  Holbrook. 

Pouudmasters  (each  man’s  barn-yard  a pound). — Ed- 
ward Dowd,  Hopkins  Burlingham,  Nathan  Davidson,  and 
Reuben  Bernard. 

Pathmasters  and  Fence  Viewers. — Jeremiah  Hopkins, 
Nathan  Davidson,  Isaac  Carr,  Josiah  Burgham,  Jos.  Clark, 
Square  Luthrn,  Isaac  Hedges,  Iehabod  Perkins,  Amos 
Winsor,  Joshua  Ilinman,  Thomas  Greene,  Jacob  Allen, 
Simeon  Ingalls,  Nchemiah  Burch,  Daniel  Murdock,  Thus. 
Hall,  Jr.,  Charles  Alger,  James  Brownell,  Edward  B irr, 
Jr.,  Reuben  Barnard,  David  Cole,  Benjamin  Bissell,  Jos. 
Ashcroft,  Isaac  Barnes,  Jeremiah  Rumsey,  James  'fray, 
Royal  Crosby,  Joseph  Porter.  Lewis  Adams,  Thus.  John- 
son, Philip  Wells,  Moses  Barnes.  Y\  illiam  Hurrhes.  Jo-  q.h 
Winsor,  Stephen  Reynolds,  Hubbard  Fuller,  Asahel  W hip- 
ple, Daniel  Green,  and  Samuel  Carr. 

At  a meeting  held  March  5,  lSUo,  it  was 

Jtaiulveil,  That  the  now  present  Town  of  Ilartwick  shall  bo  to  their 
Ccjual  expence  by  a town  tax  towards  I’rosceutin^  to  obtain  a dona- 
tiou  from  the  Executors  A curators  of  the  late  Reverend  John  C. 


. 


■ 


HARVEY  MAPLES.  MRS.  HANNAH  MAPLES. 


HARVEY  MAPLES. 


Among  the  old  men  now  living  in  the  town  of  Hartwiek, 
there  is  none  more  worthy  of  having  his  life  record  placed 
upon  the  imperishable  page  of  history  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  the  town  Feb.  2,  1807,  being 
the  son  of  David  and  Lois  Maples,  they  having  emigrated 
from  Connecticut  and  settled  in  this  town  about  the  year 
1*00.  Like  other  pioneers,  he  struggled  with  the  in- 
cmiveniences,  trials,  and  hardships  incident  to  the  settle- 
ment of  a new  country,  but  he  has  lived  to  see  cultivated 
•mlds  take  the  place  of  the  forest,  swamps  and  marshes 
'hanged  to  fertile  meadows,  and  the  beautiful  farm-house, 
with  its  modern  conveniences,  take  the  place  of  the  rude 
l"g  cabin,  and  villages  grow  up  around  him  with  their 
't'Ti's,  mills,  churches,  schools,  and  comfortable  residences, 
lbs  early  life  was  replete  with  hardship  and  toil ; his  educa- 
tion much  neglected;  but  during  his  life  he  has  complied 


faithfully  with  the  scriptural  injunction  of  “ Whatsoever 
your  hands  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  your  might.”  At  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  he  was  married  to  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Seth  Robinson,  the  ceremony  taking  place  Feb.  1,  1835. 
Her  parents  were  originally  from  the  New  England  States, 
and  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Hartwiek,  where  she  was 
born  April  10,  1S15.  Their  family  consists  of  only  two 
daughters,  Lucinda,  who  was  born  March  5,  lSoti,  and  was 
married  to  Edwin  A.  Wells,  March  20. 1856,  and  Mary  Jane, 
born  Jan.  27,  1838.  Mr.  Maples  has  been  very  successful 
iu  business,  and  by  industry  and  frugality  enjoys  a well- 
earned  competency.  ITe  always  voted  the  Republican 
ticket.  Not  being  a member  of  any  church  he  has  given 
largely  of  his  means  for  the  support  of  the  various  churches 
in  the  town.  His  wife  is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian 
church  of  llartwick. 
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k 1 treat'd.  Ami  the  now  present  town  of  llartwick  to  bo 
» i U'lj.-titeil  by  t ho  profits  that  shall  arise  therefrom. 

' The  now  present  Town  of  llartwick  raise  by  a Town  tax 

, Jmn  Irv-i  A fifty  dollars  to  enable  a committee  to  prosecute  against 
tl  I »«vut.jfs  and  curators  of  the  late  Rev.  John  C.  llartwick. 
t That  Michuiah  Robinson,  Stukelv  Ellsworth,  Thomas 

• tx>  a Committee  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  resolves. 

. ,prcial  town-meeting  legally  warned  at  the  house  of  Stephen 
II  i<t.«  on  Saturday  the  17th  day  of  August  ISO.},  Nathan  Davison, 

• ka.tman, 

cei/.  That  the  town  will  prosecute  the  business  agaiost  the 
I l(.  ui.,r  of  the  Estate  of  the  late  Reverend  John  Christopher  Uart- 

• .rk.  deceased. 

That  tho  town  will  raise  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
jtiv  dollars  in  addition  to  what  was  voted  to  be  raised  at  the  lust 
•uii ual  town-meeting  for  carrying  the  above  resolve  into  effect. 

/rrt/,  That  Henry  Raker  be  a witness  to  see  the  inhabitants 

• ;n  » powt-r  of  attorney  to  authorize  the  Com'ttee  to  prosecute 
«'rr»ablc  to  tho  foregoing  resolves. 

Rufus  Steerk,  Town  Clerk. 


Supervision.  Town  Clerks. 

1S09 James  S.  I’crkins.  Elisha  Robinson. 

1870  “ “ Orrin  Fitch. 

1871  Eben  M.  Temple.  Dolphus  S.  Luce. 

1872  “ 

1872 Solomon  L.  Robinson.  Geo.  E.  Lewis. 

1874  “ “ Henry  D.  Rubin-on. 

1875  Eben  M.  Temple.  Nathan  11.  Harrington.' 

1870 “ “ “ 


The  present  (1877)  town  officers  arc  as  follows  : 
Supervisor. — Rufus  P.  Luce. 

Town  Clerk. — Henry  K.  Ball. 

Assessor. — Win.  II.  Shore. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — John  M.  Houck. 
Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Perry  Barton,  John  T.  Wilson. 
Collector. — John  W.  Beckley. 

Constables. — Ilobert  B.  Brownell,  James  K.  Harring- 
ton, Kobert  W.  Garduer,  M.  II.  Mercer,  Abner  Dean. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
from  1804  to  1878  : 


*01, 

*05, 

■dirt, 

**'7. 

*08, 

*09, 

*10, 

*11 

*12, 

*13. 

*n 

*15, 
*10 
*17, 
*1*. 
819, 
*20 
*21 
*22 
*2  1 
*21 
*25, 
*20. 

*28, 

*29 

*oo 

*31, 

*32 

833 

*34 


*30 


839 

*tn, 

*il 

*12, 

* 13 
*11 
*1.} 

* 10 

* 17 

* 1* 
t*  19 
*..o 
ssi 


*5 1 


Supervisors. 
Philip  Wells. 
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Stukely  Elsworth. 
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Isaac  Burch. 
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.Samuel  Todd. 
.Chester  Wright. 
.Henry  Baker. 

ft  tt 

.Laban  Matbewson. 
.Elisha  Eldred. 
.Laban  Matbewson. 

tt  it 

.Rufus  S.  Peters. 
.John  Dicfendorff. 

it  a 

. r,aban  Mathewson. 
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• Thos.  McIntosh. 
.Thos.  McIntosh,  Jr. 

tt  u 
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.George  Clark. 

,.L.  J.  Luce. 

. Kdvvanl  J.  A liny. 
.Win.  Davison. 

• Thos.  McIntosh. 

..P rent  is  Brown. 
..Sheffield  Harrington. 


James  Stecre. 

li j)h rai ru  S wartwout. 

Peter  S.  Smith. 


.. Lphraiiu  Swartwout. 
..Win.  C.  Davison.  # 
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Town  Clerks. 
Rufus  Stecre. 

tt  tt 

Stukely  Elswortb. 
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Isaac  Burch. 
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Chester  Wright. 
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Paris  Pray. 

Robert  W.  Church. 

tt  tf 
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Harkins  Smith. 

<•  tt 

it  tt 

tt  tf 

it  tt 


Chester  S.  Harrington. 
Wm.  G.  Puree. 

Thus.  McIntosh,  Jr. 
Jarvis  Caulkius. 


Chester  S.  Harrington. 

*•  a 
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Edwd.  M.  Card. 
Chaunecy  T.  Smith. 


Thos.  Puree. 
Edwin  A.  Bissell. 

Delos  W.  Morrell. 
Theron  E.  Bissell. 
Frederick  Wilcox. 
Henry  A.  Almy. 
James  11.  Barney. 
A.  W.  Stearns. 

James  Brownell. 
Adelbert  Wells. 
Albert  Fields. 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1SG5  there  were  19,525  acres  of  improved  land  in 
llartwick,  and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  8 1 .039.1  UG. 
There  were  3635  acres  of  land  plowed  ; in  pasture,  S11G  ; 
in  meadow,  G252  ; tons  of  hay,  5117  ; bushels  of  spriu" 
wheat,  57G;  of  winter  wheat,  909;  bushels  of  oats.  28.- 
622  ; bushels  of  winter  rye,  471  ; bushels  of  barley,  1494  : 
bushels  of  buckwheat,  2G16;  bushels  of  corn,  11.597; 
bushels  of  potatoes,  26,162  ; bushels  of  peas,  220  ; bushc-L- 
of  beans,  210;  bushels  of  turnips,  1174;  bushels  of  flax- 
seed, 113;  pounds  of  hops,  166,643;  bushels  of  apples. 
32,484  ; barrels  of  eider,  905  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar. 
25,208;  pounds  of  butter,  140,271;  pounds  of  cheese. 
136, 6S6. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  1S75. 

Acres  plowed,  380S ; in  pasture,  S2S9  ; mown,  7376; 
tons  of  hay  produced,  8428  ; bushels  of  barley,  424  ; buck- 
wheat, 4354  ; corn,  16,572  ; oats,  50,149  ; rye,  25  ; spring 
wheat,  624;  winter  wheat,  602;  beans,  70;  peas.  2"5  . 
pounds  of  hops,  76,696;  potatoes,  43.42S  bushels;  p un  > 
of  butter  made,  200,990;  cheese,  1965;  pork  made  on 
farms,  121,854  pounds. 

llartwick  has  an  area  of  25,9S0  acres,  and  its  as~--~:-d 
valuation  is  §472,725,  and  its  equalized  valuation.  §545.- 
580. 


1810 

1S14 

1820 

1825 

1830 

1835 

1810 


POPULATION. 


..2002 

1815.. 

..2107 

1850.. 

..2570 

1855.. 

..2020 
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..25SG 

1870.. 

..2190 

1S75.. 

CHAPTER  XL  II. 

TOWN  OF  HART  WICK— Continued. 

Churches — Lodges — Hurt  wick  Seiui  miry. 

THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  HART  WICK  SEMINARY. 

Rev.  John  C.  Hartwiok,  the  founder  of  llartwi.A  - a.  - 
nary,  was  the  pioneer  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  that  t r- 
tiou  of  New  York  State  which  is  now  known  a.-  *• 1 - _ 
County.  Mr.  llartwick  was  a native  of  the  duk  i n: 


. 


. 

. 
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Saxc-Gotha,  in  the  province  of  Thuringia,  in  Germany  ; 
and,  according  to  his  own  account  of  himself,  was  “ sent 
hither,  a missionary  preacher  of  the  gospel,  upon  petition 
and  call  of  some  Palatine  congregations  in  the  counties  of 
Albany  and  Dutchess.” 

The  precise  date  of  his  arrival  in  this  country  is  not 
given.  He  was  born  Jan.  4,  1714,  and,  it  is  presumed, 
began  his  active  life  here  as  soon  as  he  was  able  after  his 
studies  were  completed.  The  first  few  years  of  his  labors 
were  divided  between  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, Virginia,  Maryland,  and  New  England;  and  his  rest- 
less spirit  seemed  to  have  no  settled  purpose,  save  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  until  about  the  year  1750,  when 
he  bought  from  the  Mohawk  Indians  a tract  of  land  contain- 
ing about  thirty-six  square  miles.  For  this  he  paid  £100  ; 
though,  from  some  defect  in  the  transaction,  he  never  re- 
alized any  benefit  from  this  purchase.  This  tract  was  situ- 
ated on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river,  and  extended 
towards  Schoharie  and  Cherry  Valley. 

Mr.  Hartvvick,  however,  was  not  discouraged  by  this 
failure ; and,  as  the  sequel  shows,  did  not  give  up  the  in- 
tention of  becoming  an  extensive  land-owner.  Four  years 
later,  in  1754,  he  obtained  a deed  for  the  tract  which  in- 
cludes the  present  town  of  Havtwick,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. 
.For  this  he  also  paid  £100.  It  is  not  worth  our  while  to 
discuss  his  motives  in  making  these  purchases;  his  version 
of  the  matter  is  that  lie  wished  to  colonize  the  tract,  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  savages,  and  by  education  and  re- 
ligion to  raise  up  barriers  against  the  encroachments  of 
tyranny  and  infidelity.  This  we  know,  that  at  his  death 
he  left  all  his  worldly  effects  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom.  From  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  estate  was  established  the  institution  which  still  bears 
his  honored  name.  It  is  our  purpose  to  notice  only  such 
events  as  pertain  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  here  ; the 
facts  in  connection  with  the  establishment  and  progress  of 
the  seminary  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Though  for  many  years  the  church  and  seminary  were 
almost  identical,  yet  the  church  has  a history  peculiar  to 
itself.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hartwick,  which  occurred 
July  17,  1796,  Rev.  John  Fred.  Ernst  was  appointed  by 
the  executors  “ to  preach  for  the  inhabitants  and  to  assist 
in  the  education  of  their  youth,  with  the  intent  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  land  in  the  patent  would  prove  an  eligible 
spot  for  the  seminary.”  He  labored  here  till  about  the 
year  1800. 

For  fifteen  years  from  this  time  affairs  were  very  un- 
settled. The  question  of  the  location  of  the  new  seminary 
*fras  continually  agitated.  Sometimes  it  was  almost  settled 
that  it  should  be  at  Schoharie,  then  at  Cooperstowu,  New 
York,  and  Albany,  where  the  foundation  was  actually  be- 
gun. Meanwhile  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  was  largely 
neglected.  The  question  of  location  at  length  being  finally 
settled,  the  foundation  of  the  seminary  was  laid  on  the 
present  site  in  the  year  1812,  and  the  building  was  com- 
pleted in  the  following  year.  On  the  15th  of  December, 
1815,  Rev.  Dr.  Ernest  Lewis  Ilazelius  opened  the  school. 
From  this  time  dates  the  regular  and  continual  preaching 
of  the  word  to  the  students  and  to  those  inhabitants  who 
were  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  Dr.  Ila- 


zelius labored  here  until  1830,  when  Rev.  Dr.  George  B. 
Miller  was  elected  as  his  successor  in  the  institution.  Dr. 
Miller  continued  the  work  till  1839,  when  he  removed  to 
Dansvillc.  Although  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
any  account  of  the  first  organization  of  a church,  yet  we 
find  as  early  as  Sept.  28,  1817,  an  entry  of  this  kind : 

TtESOLVES  OF  THE  VESTRY. 

Renolvcd,  That  henceforth  every  Lord's  day  a collection  shall  be 
made,  as  in  other  churches,  for  the  wants  of  the  room  we  meet  in, 
which  resolve  was  published  by  me  October  5th. 

Ernest  L.  Hazelius,  Pastor  pro  temp. 

Another  entry,  bearing  date  of  December  15,  in  the 
same  year,  says,  “ It  being  deemed  improper  that  the  elec- 
tion of  church  officers  should  be  held  on  the  day  of  sacra- 
ment, it  was  resolved  by  the  vestry  to  hold  our  election 
for  church  officers  on  January  1st,  and  so  on  for  time  to 
come.” 

From  these  extracts  we  conclude  that  the  organization 
was  effected  about  the  same  time  that  the  seminary  began 
its  operations.  Drs.  Hazelius  and  Miller  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  “ Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York" 
(afterwards  called  the  New  York  Ministerium).  and  the 
congregation  sustained  the  same  synodical  relations.  On 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Miller  as  principal  of  the  seminary, 
in  the  year  1839,  the  institution  suspended  operations  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  the  buildings  were  enlarged 
and  improved.  Measures  were  taken,  however,  to  secure 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  an  item  in  the  church  re- 
cord, in  the  handwriting  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer,  informs  us 
that  he  “ received  a call  from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  of  Hartwick,”  and  that  he  accepted  the  same,  and 
entered  upon  his  duties  there  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1839. 

Another  record  says,  “ Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  the 
male  members  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  church  convened 
in  the  chapel  of  the  academy  in  Hartwick  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  the  church  by  choosing  officers,  and  of 
incorporating  the  church  under  the  statute.  The  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  10th  of  August,  1839.  Br.  John 
D.  Lawyer,  the  pastor,  presided.  . . . Bros.  Clark 

Davison  and  John  Rich  were  elected  elders;  and  Bros. 

William  Davison,  Philip  Mickel,  and Swaekhammer, 

deacons.”  Messrs.  Dewey,  Eldred,  Derbyshire,  Rolinson,  and 
Gowey  were  elected  trustees,  and  steps  were  taken  toward 
having  the  churoh  incorporated.  The  act  of  incorporation 
bears  date  of  Aug.  10,  1839,  and  was  verified  before  the 
late  Judge  Samuel  Nelsou,  of  Cooperstown.  On  July  25 
following,  the  discipline  of  the  Franckean  synod  was 
adopted.  During  the  summer  they  erected  a house  of  wor- 
ship, and  Rev.  N.  Van  Alstine,  president  of  the  Franckean 
synod,  dedicated  it  to  the  service  of  God.  The  contract 
for  building  the  church  was  let  at  81400,  and  that  amount 
was  raised  by  subscription  to  discharge  the  debt.  By  some 
mismanagement,  however,  when  they  came  to  settle  ac- 
counts they  found  tin'  cost  to  he  81800,  which,  of  course, 
left  8400  unprovided  for.  For  this  amount  a mortgage 
was  given  ; and  this,  as  is  so  often  the  case  with  church 
mortgages,  became  a source  of  great  annoyance  to  them. 
When  it  became  due,  there  being  no  funds  to  meet  it,  the 
church  was  locked,  and  it  w:ts  only  alter  considerable 
trouble  and  contention  that  it  was  again  opened  for  wor- 
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*},;]>.  In  order  to  liquidate  this  debt,  a sinking  fund  society 
organized,  and  it  held  monthly  meetings  until  it  had 
raiw-d  not  only  enough  to  discharge  the  debt  on  the  church 
building,  but  also  contributed  a similar  amount  for  the 
other  expenses  of  the  congregation.  The  society  afterwards 
reorganized  into  a “ Foreign  Missionary  Society,”  and  for 
minv  years  contributed  yearly  a handsome  sum  for  that 
department  of  Christian  benevolence  ; indeed,  it  continued 
iu  operations  until  the  death  of  its  guiding  spirit,  the 
sainted  Lottie  Miller. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer  continued  his  labors  about  four  years 
— from  1839  to  1843.  In  1840,  Rev.  W.  D.  Strobel, 
I>.D  .,  was  elected  principal  of  the  seminary.  Believing 
that  his  call  to  the  institution  also  required  that  he  should 
preach  to  the  students,  he  felt  called  upon  to  perform  his 
obligations  to  the  letter.  Mr.  Lawyer,  having  a call  from 
the  congregation,  held  stated  services  in  the  church,  and 
l>r.  Strobel  preached  to  the  students  in  the  chapel  of  the 
seminaiy.  For  a time,  therefore,  there  was  rival  preach- 
ing, and  it  can  easily  be  imagined  that  this  state  of  affairs 
was  not  calculated  to  foster  a kindly  feeling.  In  1S44, 
Rev.  Henry  I.  Schmidt,  D.D.,  was  elected  principal  of  the 
seminary,  and  Rev.  G.  B.  Miller,  D.D.,  professor  of  the- 
ology. Rev.  Mr.  Lawyer  having  left  the  previous  year, 
the  congregation  was  virtually  without  a pastor  for  the 
next  five  years,  though  preaching  was  maintained  by  the 
professors.  In  1849,  Dr.  Schmidt  resigned  ; and  following 
this  event  we  find  an  item  on  the  church-book  to  the  effect 
that  on  Dec.  15,  1849,  the  congregation  “ unanimously  in- 
vited the  Rev.  Dr.  Miller  to  become  their  pastor.”  He  ac- 
cepted the  relation,  and  continued  the  same  till  his  death, 
which  occurred  April  5,  1809. 

Although  we  can  find  no  official  record  of  the  act  by 
which  the  congregation  resumed  its  synodical  connection 
with  the  New  lrork  ministerium,  we  learn  from  the  minutes 
of  the  synod  that  the  congregation,  after  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Lawyer,  again  contributed  as  before  to  the  various  be- 
nevolent enterprises  of  that  body,  and  from  the  time  that 
Dr.  Miller  became  the  pastor  it  is  regularly  enrolled  as  a 
part  of  the  synod.  This  connection  continued  until  the 
formation  of  the  present  New  York  synod,  when  it  followed 
its  pastor,  Dr.  Miller,  into  that  body. 

Rev.  Wm.  N.  Scholl,  D.D.,  succeeded  Dr.  Miller  as  pastor, 
and  continued  the  relation  as  long  as  he  was  principal  of 
the  seminary.  In  1871,  Rev.  T.  T.  Titus,  A.M.,  was 
elected  principal,  and  also  pastor  of  the  church,  but  on 
account  of  physical  weakness  was  unable  to  preach.  Rev. 
James  Pitcher  meanwhile  performed  the  pulpit  duties,  and 
continued  to  do  so  till  October  1,  1S73.  Mr.  Titus  died 
Feb.  15,  1873.  On  Nov.  7,  1S74,  Rev.  P.  Bergstresser, 
A.M.,  the  newly-elected  professor  of  theology,  was  invited 
to  assume  the  pastoral  relations  with  the  church. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  its  history,  except  during  the 
tour  years  when  it  was  served  by  Mr.  Lawler,  the  congre- 
gation has  been  served  by  professors  iu  the  seminary.  Its 
present  active  membership  is  only  about  twenty-five.  Add- 
ing to  this  fifteen  whose  names  still  stand  on  the  cliurch- 
buuk,  the  number  is  forty — small,  indeed,  but  when  we  take 
into  account  the  fact  that  the  duties  of  the  pastors  have 
been  chiefly  confined  to  the  seminary,  their  legitimate  call- 


ing, it  is  an  indication  that  a much  larger  congregation 
could  have  been  gathered  by  a pastor  whose  labors  could 
have  been  given  entirely  to  the  interests  of  the  society. 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 

of  Hartwick  was  founded  on  Jan.  9,  1814,  by  Elder  Jonathan 
Newman  and  others. 

Be  it  remembered  that  we,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  on  thi? 
9th  day  of  January,  a.d.  1814,  do  unite  ourselves  in  a church  of  Christ, 
by  the  name  of  the  Christian  church,  and  take  Christ  for  our  head 
and  the  Bible  or  New  Testament  for  our  law,  and  extend  our  eharitv 
to  all  that  are  born  of  his  spirit,  and  open  our  arms  of  love  to  re- 
ceive all  true  Christians  to  our  communion  and  fellowship,  prayin  ' 
God  our  Father  to  help  us  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour, 
by  a holy  life  and  godly  conversation  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 
Jonathan  Newman,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Eunice  Fisk,  Benjamin  Rose, 
Judeth  Rose,  Nathan  Fisk,  Eleanor  Bliss,  Jr.,  Jesse  Bliss,  Ciari-.-a 
Bliss,  Anthony  West,  Eunice  Main,  Ruth  Clark,  Mary  trims,  Sarah 
Bliss,  Sally  Hedges,  Lydia  Fisk,  Rachel  Winsor,  Daniel  Winsor,  Geo. 
Bishop,  Mary  Bishop,  Hannah  Weaver,  Samuel  Whaley,  Jas.  Steere, 
Mehitable  Fisk,  Louis  Church,  Elizabeth  Church,  Dorcas  Hawkins, 
Mary  Barns,  Phcbe  Winsor,  Ira  Steere,  Lucy  Steere,  Patty  Barney, 
Anna  Hanford,  Nathan  Fisk,  Jr.,  Jesse  Squares,  Johu  Price.  Julius 
Bissell,  Hannah  Cornwell,  Mehitable  Price,  Lydia  Wells,  Mary  Steere, 
Lucinda  Comstock,  Martha  Hawkins,  Hezekiah  Bowen,  Sabrina 
Wood.  Cynthia  Butler,  Smith  Steere,  Polly  Roberts,  Celia  Lippitt. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1830.  Here  the 
society  worshiped  until  the  present  church  edifice  was  built 
and  ready  for  occupancy  in  1843.  It  was  dedicated  on  the 
first  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  September  of  that  year ; 
Elder  John  Spoor,  John  Ellis,  John  Cook,  and  others  were 
iu  attendance.  The  church  cost  SHOO.  Present  officers: 
Deacons,  Hosea  Winsor  and  Edward  Paine  ; Trustees.  Johu 
M.  Hackley,  Walter  Wood,  and  Delos  Steere;  Ministerial 
Committee,  E.  Knowlton,  E.  R.  Carr,  and  C.  11.  Steere ; 
Treasurer,  Wm.  Wood  ; Librarian,  F.  J.  Steere.  The 
church  is  at  present  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  i-  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  John  Scott  Cook. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

This  church  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  county.  May 
20,  1795,  a few  scattered  individuals  of  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination in  this  region  held  a conference-meeting  in  a 
school-house,  at  which  Rev.  James  Bacon  was  chosen 
moderator  and  John  Bostwick  clerk.  This  conference  met 
several  times  until  Aug.  19,  1795,  when  the  church  was 
organized,  and  consisted  of  twelve  members.  The  first 
pastor  was  Johu  Bostwick,  who  commenced  his  labors  im- 
mediately after  the  organization  of  the  church.  He  was 
soou  after  ordained,  and  served  the  church  for  a period  ot 
thirty  years.  The  first  deacon  was  Josiah  Maples.  Iu  ! 
Ziba  Newland  was  chosen  deacon. 

Elder  Bostwick  resigned  the  pastorate  iu  1830,  and  wa< 
succeeded  by  Elder  Robertson,  who  remained  about  three 
years.  In  1835,  Rev.  Nathan  Bundy  became  pastor,  an  i 
remained  as  such  about  five  years.  The  next  pastor  was 
J.  N.  Adams,  who  officiated  until  1840.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  E.  II.  Bailey,  who  officiated  four  months,  and  nut 
a melancholy  fate  by  drowning  hinwlf  iu  a well  iu  a i 
of  rneutal  derangement.  Rev.  J.  B.  l’ixlcy  became  pu.-r.  r 
in  1S47,  and  was  followed  by  Rev.  Jacob  Grants  in  '• 
who  remained  nearly  two  years,  when  Mr.  P:\ley  return' 4 
to  the  charge,  and  officiated  until  1859.  It  was  during 
his  pastorate  that  the  church  edifice  was  erected.  1 u 
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following-named  persons  have  officiated  as  pastors  and  sup- 
plies from  1859  to  the  present  time,  viz.,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Hammond,  Russell  Spafford,  A.  Maynard,  H.  Fitch,  II. 
H.  Fisher. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  AT  HARTWICK  VILLAGE 

was  organized  by  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Hayward,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Stephen  Hitchcock,  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1853. 

The  following  were  the  first  members,  viz.,  S.  Harring- 
ton, Dana  F.  Harrington,  Elisha  Robinson,  Daniel  Toiler, 
Gorden  Pierce,  Lucitta  Gardner,  Thirza  M.  Morehouse, 
Fanny  Harri  lgton,  Hartwick  Tuller,  Hannah  Maples, 
Polly  Harrington,  Mary  Mathewson,  Eliza  Potter,  M.  L. 
Harrington,  Sally  Johnson,  Waity  B.  Harrington,  Saman- 
tha Johnson,  Sophrona  Johnson,  Lucinda  Wells,  Mary  E. 
Garrett,  Lydia  Head,  Ruth  Sherman,  Rocena  Adams,  Lib- 
erty Pierce,  and  Caroline  Green.  The  first  clerk  chosen 
by  the  society  was  Dana  F.  Harrington.  The  first  trustees 
were  S.  Harrington,  Benjamin  Downing,  Elisha  Robinson, 
Amasa  Aldrich,  Alanson  Lynn,  and  Harvey  Maples ; first 
deacons  were  D.  F.  Harrington  and  E.  Robinson. 

The  first  pastor  settled  over  the  church  was  Rev.  Samuel 
B.  Hayward.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer, 
who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  A.  Damon.  Mr.  Damon  was 
succeeded  in  the  pastoral  office  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Peak.  The 
next  officiating  clergyman  was  Rev.  II.  Brown,  who  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  D.  L.  Pendell.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Scott  M.  Cook,  has  served  the  society  nearly  two 
years.  The  following  persons  have  served  the  church  as 
supplies,  viz.,  Revs.  T.  Taylor,  A.  Hayward,  and  W.  H. 

' Humphrey. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice,  services  were 
held  in  the  Presbyterian  and  subsequently  in  the  Baptist 
church. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  society  a move- 
ment was  started  for  the  erection  of  a church  building,  and 
'on  the  fifth  day  of  the  following  July  the  present  structure 
was  raised.  It  is  34  by  44  feet,  and  cost  about  82200. 
It  was  dedicated  Nov.  24,  1853,  by  the  Rev.  John  Ross, 
of  Charlestown  Four  Corners,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.,  as- 
sisted by  Revs.  John  Cook,  Stephen  Hitchcock,  G.  Walker, 
and  S.  B.  Hayward. 

This  church  since  its  organization  has  numbered  in  its 
membership  3S5  persons.  It  is  now  in  a prosperous  con- 
dition, and  has  a membership  of  174. 

The  present  organization  of  the  church  is  as  follows: 
Rev.  Scott  M.  Cook,  pastor;  Mumford  Aldrich,  A.  Hollis- 
ter, and  II.  S.  Bradley,  trustees;  E.  Robinson  and  Reuben 
Talbot,  deacons;  S.  D.  Willis,  J.  II.  Nortlirup,  M.  Aldrich, 
It.  Alger,  and  II.  S.  Bradley,  ministerial  committee;  Mum- 
ford  Aldrich,  treasurer;  II.  S.  Bradley,  clerk. 

TIIE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

of  Hartwick,  N.  Y.,  was  organized  May  30,  1800,  by  the 
Rev.  Jediah  Bushnell,  a missionary  from  Connecticut. 
The  constituent  members  wore  sixty-eight  in  number, 
twenty-four  of  whom  presented  letters  of  dismission  from 
other  churches,  and  forty-four  united  by  profession  of  their 
faith.  For  six  years  the  church  h;\d  no  regular  p;istor. 


In  1806,  Sept.  20,  the  first  pastor,  Whiting  Griswold,  was 
installed,  who  continued  his  labors  nearly  five  years,  when, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  was  obliged  to  request  a disso- 
lution of  the  pastoral  relation. 

In  1S11  a second  pastor,  Rev.  Henry  Chapman,  w;ls 
chosen.  He  remained  with  the  church  from  Nov.  Is, 
1811,  until  his  removal  by  death,  Aug.  30,  1S23.  His 
labors  were  attended  with  marked  success.  About  one 
hundred  and  sixty  were  added  to  the  church  on  profession 
of  their  faith  during  his  charge. 

In  1824  the  church  selected  their  third  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  H.  Prentice,  who  labored  from  Dec.  30,  1824,  to 
Dec.  25,  1829. 

From  this  time  until  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Gilbert  Riley,  on  Feb.  25,  1840,  the  church  employed 
stated  supplies. 

Mr.  Riley  remained  until  1844,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Spencer,  the  last  installed  pastor,  who  served 
the  church  until  1S48.  During  two  or  three  years  after 
the  close  of  Mr.  Spencer’s  pastorate  the  pulpit  was  supplied 
occasionally  by  Rev.  Chauncey  Lee. 

The  church  building  was  erected  in  1810,  at  a cost  of 
8250  ; size,  40  by  4S  feet. 

The  following  served  this  church  as  deacons:  David 
Willard,  Oct.  17,  1800;  Daniel  Potter,  June  19,  18o2  ; 
Jonathan  Seymour,  July  14,1812;  Sylvanus  West,  Dec. 
18,  1812;  Jacob  Bliss,  Oct.  11,  1817;  Daniel  Beebee, 
Aug.  31,  1826;  Prentice  Brown,  March  31,  1S37  ; Rufus 
C.  Swift,  March  31,  1837. 

M.  E.  CHURCH  AT  TODDSV1LLE 

was  organized  in  1865  by  the  Union  society,  with  twenty- 
five  members.  It  was  first  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Rev.  II.  V.  Talbot.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in 
1865,  at  a cost  of  82300. 

HARTWICK  LODGE,  NO.  271,  I.  O.  O.  F. 

The  lodge,  of  which  this  is  a lineal  successor,  was  insti- 
tuted in  this  village  Sept.  26,  1848,  as  No.  136.  It  be- 
came extinct,  and  was  reorganized  Aug.  24,  1871,  as  No. 
271.  Its  first  officers  in  1848  were  Thomas  McIntosh, 
N.  G.  ; C.  L.  Harrington,  Y.  G.  ; W.  G.  West,  Secretary ; 
Wm.  Perkins,  P.  S.  ; John  F.  Perkins,  Treasurer.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows,  viz. : James  II.  Jenks,  X. 
G. ; W.  J.  Kellogg,  Y.  G. ; E.  11.  Norton.  Secretary ; E. 
Robinson,  P.  S. ; W.  T.  Weeks,  Treasurer.  The  lodge 
has  a membership  of  twenty-one  persons. 

OTEGO  VALLEY  LODGE,  NO.  733,  I.  O.  C«.  T., 

was  instituted  Aug.  7,  1874,  by  31.  W.  Russell,  of  Coopers- 
town,  D.  G.  W.  C.  T.  The  first  officers  were  John  M. 
Eldred,  W.  C.  T. ; Ellen  M.  Field,  W.  Y.  T. ; Rev.  J.  Y. 
Newell,  W.  C. ; Henry  Walden,  W.  S. ; Carrie  Field,  W.  T. 
The  present  officers  are  Geo.  Fields,  W.  C.  T. ; Miss  Car- 
rie Barney,  W.  8.  ; -Mrs.  Geo.  Fields,  W.  Y.  T.  ; James 
Barney,  W.  C.  Present  membership,  twenty-five. 

HARTWICK  SEMINARY 

is  the  oldest  Lutheran  theological  institution  in  the  United 
States,  having  commenced  its  instructions  in  the  year  I s 16. 
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i:.  v,  L)r.  H.  N.  P.  ill  1 uian  was  its  first  graduate,  since  which 
time  it  has  educated  about  one  hundred  Lutheran  ministers. 
The  institution  is  located  in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Sufsiuehanna,  in  Otsego  Co..  N.  Y.,  four  miles  below  the 
p.Ieasant  village  of  Cooperstown,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of 
Ot.s“go  lake,  a picturesque  body  of  water,  about  two  miles 
wide  and  eight  long,  surrounded,  except  at  the  south,  by 
lolly  wooded  hills.  The  outlet  of  Otsego  lake  forms  the 
Susquehanna  river,  which  at  Hartwick,  four  miles  from 
its  source,  is  but  ?.  slender  stream. 

The  seminary  is  named  after  its  founder,  Rev.  John 
Christopher  Hartwick.  a German  Lutheran  minister,  who 
died  in  1790,  and  left  a tract  of  land  in  Otsego  County  for 
founding  a theological  school.  From  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  these  lands  enough  money  was  realized  to  erect  the 
buildings  and  retain  an  endowment  fund  of  SI 0,000.  A 
few  years  ago  the  buildings  were  renovated  and  enlarged  at 
a cost  of  §21,500,  which  was  collected  in  the  churches  by 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  N.  Scholl. 


Rev.  Dr.  Ernst  L.  Hazelius  was  the  first  principal  and 
professor  of  theology,  and  served  from  1810  to  1830,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Dr.  G.  B.  Miller,  who  labored 
from  that  time  until  1SG7,  except  for  an  interval  of  a few 
years,  when  his  place  was  occupied  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Strobel. 
8ince  then  Rev.  T.  T.  Titus  and  Rev.  P.  Bergstresser  have 
served  in  the  theological  department. 

The  institution  has  a classical  as  well  as  a theological  de- 
partment, in  which,  besides  those  already  named,  Rev.  Dr. 
II.  I.  Schmidt,  Rev.  Dr.  L.  Sternberg,  and  Rev.  Dr.  \V.  -N. 
•s,'holl  have  served  as  principals.  Among  the  assistant  pro- 
hssors  appear  the  names  of  Gen.  J.  A.  Quitman,  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  Sonderling,  Rev.  II.  Ilayunga,  Rev.  C.  B.  Thuemmel, 
Ih  v.  Dr.  L.  Sternberg,  Rev.  G.  II.  Miller.  John  Crafts, 
Ih  v.  A.  Martin.  Rev.  Dr.  II.  N.  Fohlman.  Rev.  J.  Berger, 
Bov.  Dr.  G.  B.  Miller,  Rev.  Dr.  II.  I.  .Schmidt.  Rev.  G. 
_Ne)I,  Rev.  \V.  K.  Snyder,  J.  B.  Steele,  Rev.  J.  Pitcher, 


Rev.  W.  P.  Evans,  Rev.  C.  H.  Traver,  and  G.  II.  Pren- 
tice. The  present  theological  faculty  consists  of  Rev.  J. 
Pitcher  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Ivistlcr,  with  Rev.  W.  Hull  as  lec- 
turer on  ecclesiastical  law.  The  classical  department  has  a 
faculty  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  Pitcher,  Rev.  J.  L.  Kistler, 
G.  II . Prentice,  and  C.  O.  Barnard.  The  classical  depart- 
ment comprises  a four  years’  course  of  study,  including  all 
the  higher  mathematics,  Latin,  Greek,  and  the  natural  sci- 
ences. The  theological  course  of  study  comprises  three 
years,  and  covers  the  whole  range  of  theological  learning, 
and  is  as  complete  as  that  taught  in  any  of  our  institutions. 

Hartwick  seminary  has  fulfilled  an  important  mission  to 
the  Lutheran  church  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  past, 
and  it  will  doubtless  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.  It  is 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  four  Lutheran  synods,  and  is  more 
than  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  any  other  Lutheran 
institution  of  theological  learning.  The  trustees  have  had 
in  contemplation  the  addition  of  a collegiate  to  the  classical 
and  theological  departments.  According  to  the  last  cata- 
logue issued,  the  institution  numbered  seventy-six  pupils. 
The  expenses  for  the  year  do  not  exceed  two  hundred  dol- 
lars for  classical  students,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
for  theological  students;  the  latter  have  tuition  free  in  both 
departments. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  list  of  men  who  entered  the  late  Rebellion 
from  Hartwick  was  compiled  by  Captain  William  J.  Kel- 
lo(Tor  I 

Theodore  W.  Sternburg,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1SG2. 

E.  D.  Blanchard,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Abraham  Cass,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Cyrus  H.  Clark,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Jonathan  Childs,  enl.  in  the  121st.  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Horace  Field,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Kendrick  Hecox,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Orrin  English,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Lester  Murdock,  enl.  in  t lie  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

John  H.  Miller,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1662. 

W.  Shouler,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Caleb  Sweet,  Jr.,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Daniel  J.  Merrihew,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

Alonzo  Lyon,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  July  0, 1862. 

M.  Flansburg,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  July  3,  1862;  killed  at  Chance’lorsville. 
Washington  Joslyn,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862;  killed  at  Chaucellors- 
ville. 

Wm.  G.  Palmer,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  Chancel iors- 
ville. 

James  C.  Rogers,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  July,  1862. 

Johu  P.  Burlingham,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1SG2 ; killed  at  White  Oak 
Church. 

Elliott  Jones,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  and  was  wounded  at  Chancellorsville. 
Chester  G.  Alger,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1SC2. 

Hiram  Freclan,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  6th  Cav.,  Oct.  8, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness, Cedar  Creek,  Winchester,  Spottsylvanio,  Hatcher’s  linn,  etc, ; mus- 
tered out  with  regt. 

C.  B.  Harris,  enl.  in  6th  Cav.,  Oct.  8,  1S61 ; in  battles  of  Cedar  Creek.  Winches- 
ter, Wilderness,  Spottsyl vuniu,  Hatcher’s  Run,  etc.;  mustered  out  with 
regt. 

Gloud,  Avery,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  I52d  N.  Y.  Vols., Oct.  4, 1862;  discharged. 

Arnold,  Mason  D.,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  X.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  2o,  1862;  rejected. 
Bishop,  Minzo,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  X.  Y.  Vols.,  Aug.  26,  1S62  ; discharged. 
Bunn,  Chas.  E.,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Aug.  2o,  1862 . in  battles  of  Wil- 
derness, Spottaylvania  Court House,  Hatcher's  Run,  Reams'  Stati  n,  and 
Burgess’  Farm;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  I860. 

Combs,  Wm.,  enl.  in  Co.  II.  lf»2d  X.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  2, 1862 ; in  battles  *-f  Wil  i r- 
ness,  Spottsyl vunia  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams'  Station.  and  B .r* 
gess’  Farm;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  lSiv>. 

Davis,  Earl  II.,  enl.  in  Co.  If,  l">2d  X.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  10, 1>62  , wounded  in  ’ .»ti’  * 
of  Cedar  Grove;  in  battles  of  Wilderness,  Spottsylvauia  Court-II 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams’  Station,  and  Burgess*  Farm;  mustered  -••it  * h 
regt.,  July  13,  I860. 

Henry  Freeland,  mil.  in  Co.  II,  lf»2d  X.  V.  Vuls.,  Sept.  23,  lSi  _ ; in  battle? 
Wilderness,  Sjmttsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run.  K«  mi-’  . a, 
and  Burgess’  Farm  ; mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  IM'A. 
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Fearits,  Aaron,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Voln.,  Aug.  28,  1862  ; wounded  in  battle 
of  Spot toy l van ia  Court-House;  in  battles  of  Wilderness,  Hatcher's  Run, 
Reams’ Station,  and  Burgess’  Farm;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  1SG5. 

Gifford,  Darius  M.,  enl.  in  Co.  If,  152«l  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  22,  1S62 ; in  battles  of 
Wilderness,  SjMittsylvania  Court-IIouso,  Hatchet's  Run.  Reams’  Station, 
and  Burgess’  Farm;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  FI,  18(i5. 

Hall,  Edwin  G.,  onl.  in  Co.  II,  152  X.  Y.  Vols.,  Aug.  In,  1S02. 

Hidden,  Stephen,  enl.  in  Co.  If,  15 2d  N.  V.  Vols.,  Sept.  13,  1802;  wounded  in 
battle  of  Wilderness;  in  battles  of  Hatcher's  Run  and  Reams’  Station  ; 
prom,  to  2d  lieut.;  prom,  to  1st  lieut.  Nov.  30, 1803;  to  rapt.  Jan.  31,  18G5. 

IngaLsbeo,  Silas,  enl.  in  Co  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Aug.  28,  18G2;  discharged. 

Jenks,  Thomas,  enl.  in  O . H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  C,  1802 ; discharged  Feb. 
15, 1864. 

Jenks,  Milton,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d.  N.  Y.  Vols  , Sept.  16, 1SC2 ; died  at  Alexan- 
dria, Va.f  Aug.  3, 1863. 

Joslin,  Gilbert,  enl.  Sept.  16,  1802,  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols. ; discharged. 

Kellogg,  Henry  J.,  Mil.  Aug.  25, 1862,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols. ; discharged. 

Kellogg,  William  J.,  enl.  Sept.  28,  1802,  in  Co.  I,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  pro.  to 
sergt.-maj.  Oct.  10, 1862;  2d  lieut.  June  3,  1863;  to  capt.  Oct.  13,  1863; 
dis.  April  16,  1804. 

Kellogg,  Melville  X.,  enl.  Feb.  1804,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  killed  in  battle 
of  Wilderness,  May  5,  1804. 

Marr,  Henry,  enl.  Sept.  3,  1862,  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  absent  without 
leave. 

Mallory,  Samuel,  enl.  Oct.  3,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  discharged. 

Mills,  Elisha  R.,  enl.  Sept.  G,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  received  a fur- 
lough and  failed  to  return. 

Luce,  Harry  J.,  enl.  Sept.  10,  1862,  in  Co.  IT,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  discharged. 

Pickens,  Edwin,  enl.  Aug.  28,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  discharged. 

Salisbury,  Henry,  enl.  Aug.  'll,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  discharged. 

"’"Sherman,  Alanson,  enl.  Oct.  0,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols. : discharged. 

^ Sherman,  Etson,  enl.  Aug.  26, 1862,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  V’ols. ; discharged. 

^Sherman,  Delavan,  enl.  Sept.  22, 1862,  in  Co.  II,  152il  N.  Y.  Vols.;  wounded  in 
tattle  of  Wilderness,  3 1 ay  6, 1864;  discharged. 

Stevens,  Rozzel,  enl.  Aug.  28, 1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  discharged. 

Stevens,  Lucius  W.,  enl.  Oct.  G,  1862,  in  Co.  I,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  in  battles  of 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams’  Station, 
and  Burgess’  Farm;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  1805. 

Stevenson,  Chas.  W.,  enl.  Sept.  3,  1862,  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  in  battles 
of  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams'  Sta- 
tion, and  Burgess’  Farm  ; mustered  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  1865. 

Richards,  Philander,  enl.  Aug.  30,  1862,  in  Co.  H,  l">2d  N.  Y.  Vols.;  killed  in 
battle  of  Wilderness,  May  C,  1802. 

Walker,  Squire  S.,  enl.  Sept.  13,  1862,  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols. ; received  a fur- 
lough and  failed  to  return. 

Weeks,  John,  enl.  Aug.  28,  1802,  in  Co.  II,  152d  X.  Y.  Vols.;  in  battles  of  Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams’  Station,  and 
Burgess’ Farm ; received  a medal  from  President  Lincoln  for  having  cap- 
tured rebel  colors. 

Weeks,  John  R.,  uni.  in  Co.  H,  1st  N.  Y.  Mounted  Rifles,  Oct.  8,  1801  ; in  bat- 
tles arourd  Suffolk  and  Petersburg;  mustered  out  with  regt.,  1805. 

Weeks,  James  R.,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  1st  X.  Y.  Mounted  Rifles,  Oct.  8,  1861  ; died  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  March  18, 1802. 

Heeul,  Adelbert,  enl.  Sept.  18G1,  in  Co.  G,  Sorrell's  Engineers ; in  battles  of 
Roanoke  Island,  Morris  Inland,  and  Folly  Island;  discharged. 

Roxford,  Horatio  X.,  enl.  in  Sept.  1801,  in  Co.  G,  Serrell’s  Engineers;  died  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  March  6,  1802. 

Downing,  Arthur,  enl.  Sept.  1801,  in  Co.  G,  Sorrell's  Engineers  ; in  battles  of 
Roanoke  Island,  Morris  Island,  aud  Folly  Island;  dis.  in  1864. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

PETER  S.  SMITH,  M.D., 

was  born  in  tbe  town  of  Kortright,  Delaware  C'o.,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  25,  1812,  being  the  son  of  Elijah  C.  and  Electa 
Smith.  His  father  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  17S8,  and  at  seven  years  of  age  he 
came  with  his  father  to  Kortright.  In  1812  lie  was  mar- 
ried, and  settled  on  a farm  in  that  town,  where  he  endured 
all  the  dangers  and  privations  incident  to  frontier  life.  In 
181!)  lie  removed  to  Meredith,  in  the  same  count v,  still 
carrying  on  the  business  of  farming.  His  family  consisted 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  can  be  said,  no  nobler  sons  or 
worthier  daughters  have  gone  forth  to  bless  the  world. 
Mr.  Smith  ended  a busy  life  Oct.  20,  1S74,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early  life  on  his 
father’s  farm,  and  what  education  he  received  was  obtained 
at  the  district  school ; hut  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  at- 
tended medical  lectures  at  Fairfield  college,  in  Herkimer 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  two  courses  of  lectures. 
In  the  spring  of  1S38  he  attended  college  at  Woodstock, 
Vt.,  where  he  received  his  diploma  in  June  of  that  year. 


The  following  year  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  East  Franklin,  Delaware  Co.,  and  Oct.  10,  1830,  was 
married  to  Betsey  Tuttle,  who  was  a native  of  the  town  of 
Meredith,  Delaware  Co.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living, — Clinton,  born  Oct.  0. 
1841  ; Charles  L.,  born  Jan.  8,  1847, — both  being  natives 
of  Delaware  county,  the  former  still  a resident  there,  and 
the  latter  residing  in  Nebraska. 

Dr.  Smith’s  wife  quietly  passed  away  from  earth  March 
16,  1847.  He  was  subsequently  married  to  Mrs.  Lucy 
Seeley,  Sept.  16,  1847,  aud  in  the  following  year  he  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Hartwick,  Otsego  Co.,  where  he  has 
since  practiced  medicine.  _ His  seeoud  wife  died  Jan.  7. 
1863.  He  again  married,  Sept.  7.  1864.  choosing  Lydia  R.. 
daughter  of  Isaac  S.  Ford,  of  Richfield,  as  his  companion. 
She  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.  Their 
family  consisted  of  only  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Smith  was  originally  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  being  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  in  1856 
he  joined  the  Republican  ranks,  of  which  party  he  has  since 
been  an  active  worker.  He  has  held  several  town  offices,  hav- 
ing been  supervisor  during  the  years  1862  and  1863.  He 
lias  regularly  attended  the  Baptist  church,  and  has  uiven 
largely  of  his  means  for  the  support  of  various  churches  in 
his  town.  Dr.  Smith  is  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors not  only  for  his  skill  as  a practicing  physician,  but  aiso 
for  his  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  make  him 
a worthy  friend,  a good  neighbor,  and  an  enterprising 
townsman. 
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TOK11Y  J.  LUCE 

, a native  of  this  county,  being  born  in  Mhldlefield, 
\jnl  IT'JS,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Sally  Luce. 
J|.»  father  carried  on  the  business  of  blacksmithing  and 
farmin'.'.  His  life  was  passed  in  the  mercantile  business. 

He  was  married  March  14,  1825,  to  IIu!dsh  Eliza, 
laughter  of  Aiuasa  aud  Sarah  Peters,  she  being  born  in 


the  town  of  Hartwick,  April  2,  1S07.  Her  father  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  town,  having  removed 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of  which  he  was  a native, 
about  the  year  1790.  Their  family  consisted  of  Rufus  P„ 
bom  in  Mhldlefield,  May  12,  1820  ; Caroline  L.,  born  June 
1J.  1S2S;  Cynthia  Ann,  born  May  17,  1830,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Dolphus  Skinner,  born  March  17,  1832,  died 
Get.  17,  1870, — the  last  three  were  natives  of  the  town  of 
1 hit  tern  ut  s ; Henry  James,  born  in  Hartwick.  31  arch  5, 
1 8 17. 

Mr.  Luce  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
held  various  town  offices,  having  been  supervisor,  justice 
of  the  peace,  etc.  He  was  a member  of  the  Uuiversalist 
church,  as  was  also  his  wife. 


CYRUS  SHORT 

w i'  born  in  Hartwick,  Nov.  22,  1824,  being  the  youngest 
1 1 a family  of  fifteen  children.  Amasa,  his  father,  was  a 
native  ot  Connecticut,  born  July  7,  1772,  and  emigrated 
*"  this  town  in  1794,  and  was  married  in  1799.  His 
*Oe.  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Greenbu.-h,  Album  Co.,  Feb. 

1782.  His  father  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
*ar,  and  sacrificed  his  life  to  establish  the  independ- 


ence of  his  country.  He  died  Dec.  9,  1S44  ; his  wife 
survived  him  but  a few  years,  she  passing  away  Aug.  15, 
1851.  Cyrus  passed  his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
has  pursued  that  business  ever  since,  being  located  on  the 
same  farm  at  the  present  time  which  his  father  cleared 
and  settled  when  he  first  came  to  this  town.  Fie  was 
married  Oct.  13,  1845,  to  Mary  M.,  daughter  of  George 
and  Polly  .Murdock,  old  settlers  of  the  town  of  Hartwick, 
where  she  was  born  Aug.  24,  1827.  Their  family  consists 
of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Adaline  A., 
born  April  2,  1S47,  died  Aug.  31,  1848  ; George  31..  born 
Sept.  15,  1848,  died  Oct.  31,  1851  ; William,  born  Oct. 
25,  1850;  Annie  31.,  April  1G,  1853;  John  II..  Nov.  15, 
1855  ; Charles  D.,  June  19,  1859  ; Ella  31.,  April  3, 1863  ; 
Fred.  L.,  April  8,  18G8;  Gilbert  C.,  July  31,  1S72.  All 
natives  of  the  town  of  Hartwick. 

For  over  twenty-five  years  3Ir.  Short  and  wife  have  been 
active  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  31  il- 
ford,  and  his  children,  William,  John,  Annie,  and  Ella,  also 
are  members  of  the  same  church.  Politically,  ho  belongs  to 
the  Republican  party. 


CHAPTER  XLIII. 

TOWN  OT  LAURENS. 

Organization — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  a ml 
their  Locations — Incidents — Initial  Events — First  Tovni-MeeGng 
— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  Or^ciaiza- 
tion  of  the  Town  to  187S — Present  Town  Officers — Agricultural 
and  General  Statistics — Area — Equalized  and  Assessed  Valuation 
— Population  from  1814  to  1S75. 

Laurens  was  formed  from  Otsego  on  the  2d  day  of 
April,  1810.  It  is  an  interior  town,  lying  southwest  of  the 
centre  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : on 
the  north  by  New  Lisbon  and  Hartwick ; on  the  east  by 
Milford  and  Oneonta  ; on  the  south  by  Oneouta  and  Otego  ; 
and  on  the  west  by  3Iorris.  Otego  creek  flows  nearly 
south  through  a fertile  and  productive  valley.  With  the 
exception  of  this  valley  the  surface  is  a rolling  upland,  the 
soil  consisting  chiefly  of  a sandy  and  gravelly  loam,  and  is 
gen  -rally  productive. 

Interest  always  attaches  to  those  courageous  spirits  who 
leave  the  comforts  of  civilization,  and  threading  their  way 
into  an  uninhabited  region,  first  erect  the  standard  of  civil- 
ization in  the  wilderness.  To  Joseph  3Iayall  is  the  honor  in- 
scribed of  being  the  first  white  settler  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  present  town  of  Laurens.  He  located,  in  1773.  about 
one  mile  north  of  the  village  of  Laurens,  on  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  which  bad  been  given  him  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  patent.  He  was  a man  of  great  courage,  and  during 
the  Revolutionary  struggle  became  somewhat  celebrated  as 
an  Indian  fighter.  In  consequence  of  his  numerous  con- 
tests with  the  Indians  they  learned  to  respect  him  and  Id' 
family.  Although  by  birth  an  Englishman,  he  early  t .q  n-  1 
the  cause  of  the  colonists,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
singled  out  as  a victim  by  the  Tories,  who  resolved  to  inflict 
condign  punishment  upon  him  lor  the  course  he  had  j ur- 
sued.  While  hunting  he  was  accosted  hv  three  men.  with 
a request  to  pilot  them  to  the  fording  place  on  the  8 usque- 
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hanna.  He  cheerfully  acceded  to  their  wishes,  and  upon 
reaching  the  ford  his  gun  was  taken  from  him,  the  lock 
removed,  and  the  barrel  returned  to  him,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  notified  that  he  was  their  prisoner,  and  must  pro- 
ceed with  them  to  Canada.  He  remonstrated  with  his 
captors,  telling  them  inasmuch  as  the  war  had  closed  they 
had  no  right  to  make  him  a prisoner.  But  all  in  vain, 
and  he  finally  concluded  to  accompany  them  and  watch  his 
chance  to  escape.  Upon  crossing  a branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, in  order  to  better  secure  their  prisoner,  one  crossed 
to  the  opposite  shore,  one  was  stationed  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream,  and  the  other  was  to  accompany  the  prisoner. 
Quick  as  thought  Mayall  dealt  his  companion  almost  a 
death-blow  on  the  head  with  his  gun,  which  felled  him  to 
the  ground,  and  at  the  same  moment  seized  the  gun  of  his 
prostrate  foe  and  fired  it  at  the  one  in  the  stream,  whom  he 
wounded.  The  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream  shot  at 
Mayall,  and  missing  his  mark,  fled  into  the  forest.  He 
wended  his  way  to  Cherry  Valley,  bringing  with  him  the 
guns  of  his  assailants,  together  with  his  own,  and  deposited 
them  with  Mr.  Campbell.  It  is  said  that  the  barrel  of 
Mavall’s  gun  was  bent  nearly  to  a semicircle  with  the  vio- 
lence of  the  blow.  His  family  subsequently  moved  to 
Alleghany  county,  Pa. 

Soon  after  the  advent  of  Mr.  Mayall  came  John  Sleeper, 
a Quaker  preacher,  who  emigrated  with  his  family  from 
Mount  Holly,  N.  J.,  in  1774,  and  settled  on  a tract  of  land 
embracing  two  hundred  acres,  which  were  donated  to  him 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  patent,  in  consideration  of  which 
he  was  to  build  a grist-  and  saw-mill.  This  settlement  was 
made  with  a view  of  founding  a Quaker  colony  in  the 
locality,  which,  however,  was  stopped  by  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Mr.  Sleeper  being  considered  neutral,  his 
house  was  often  the  halting-place  of  both  Indians  and  col- 
onists on  their  way  from  Cherry  Valley  to  Unadilla.  In 
June,  1778,  five  months  before  the  massacre,  Captain 
McKean, — who  at  that  time  was  in  command  of  a body 
of  rangers  at  Cherry  Valley, — while  on  a scouting  ex- 
pedition to  Unadilla,  arrived  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Sleeper, 
who  informed  him  that  “ Brant  had  that  day  been  at  his 
house  with  fifty  men,  and  would  return  there  that  night.” 
McKean  looked  around  the  house  with  the  eye  of  a soldier; 
observing  that  it  was  built  strong  and  of  logs,  he  remarked, 
“ Your  house,  friend  Sleeper,  shall  be  my  fort  to-night ; I 
have  with  me  five  good  marksmen,  and  I am  not  myself 
deficient  in  that  qualification  of  a soldier.”  Sleeper  re- 
monstrated, saying,  “ he  wished  to  remain  neutral ; that  he 
would  be  involved  in  difficulty,  and  in  the  end  would  lose 
hi^  property,  probably  his  life.”  McKean  finally  with- 
drew, and  took  possession  of  a vacant  house  a mile  or  two 
distant.  It  was  on  this  or  another  scout,  a short  time 
afterwards,  that  McKean  wrote  a letter  to  Brant,  and 
fastening  it  in  a stick,  placed  the  stick  in  an  Indian  path. 
He  blamed  him  for  his  predatory  warfare,  and  challenged 
him  to  meet  him,  either  in  single  combat  or  with  an  equal 
number  of  men,  adding  that  if  he  would  come  to  Cherry 
Valley  and  have  a fair  fight  they  would  change  him  from  a 
Brant  into  a Goose.  lie  received  this  challenge,  as  ap- 
pears by  a letter  written  soon  after  to  Percifer  Carr,  a 
Tory,  living  in  Edmeston. 


The  day  before  the  massacre  of  Cherry  Valley,  Mr.  Sleeper 
started  for  New  Jersey,  and  upon  arriving  at  Cherry  Valley 
was  urged  by  his  friends  to  remain  overnight.  But  he  re- 
fused, and  continued  his  journey  to  Bowman’s  creek,  sev- 
eral miles  distant,  and  thereby  saved  his  life.  The  day 
following  this  butchery  a party  of  savages  passed  through 
Laurens  and  robbed  the  family  of  Mr.  Sleeper  and  burned 
their  buildings.  Brant  came  soon  after  and,  finding  Mrs. 
Sleeper  still  there,  exclaimed,  “ My  God  ! Mi’s.  Sleeper,  are 
you  alive?”  She  replied,  £- Yes,  but  they  have  taken  all 
of  our  property.”  Brant  charged  the  destruction  of  the 
property  upon  the  Senecas,  saying  “ that  they  wmuld  kill 
their  best  friends,”  and  offered  to  pay  for  the  loss,  but  Mrs. 
Sleeper  being  of  the  Quaker  faith  refused,  as  she  believed 
that  he  had  come  wrongfully  by  it.  The  family  soon  after 
returned  to  New  Jersey,  suffering  terribly  on  the  way. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  in  1784,  and  when  peace 
again  reigned  throughout  Tryon  county,  Mr.  Sleeper  and 
family  retraced  their  steps  and  settled  on  their  old  location, 
and  rebuilt  the  mills  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  In- 
dians and  Tories. 

The  old  mill  mentioned  above  as  having  been  burned  by 
the  Indians  and  Tories  was  a rude  structure,  located  on  the 
east  end  of  Main  street,  in  the  village  of  Laurens.  It  was 
built  of  logs,  and  the  lower  stone  was  attached  to  the  upright 
shaft,  the  upper  stone  being  fast.  When  a man  came  to 
the  mill  he  poured  his  grain  into  the  hopper,  took  out  the 
“ toll,”  raised  the  gate,  and  the  mill  began  to  grind.  Mr. 
Sleeper  would  say,  u When  your  grist  is  ground  shut  down 
the  gate.”  Every  man  attended  to  his  own  grist.  Mr. 
Sleeper  died  in  1794,  and  Mrs.  Sleeper  in  1811.  They 
reared  a family’ of  seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  One  son, 
Joseph  H.  Sleeper,  settled  on  a portion  of  the  original  pur- 
chase. He  died  in  1830.  A sou,  Hudson  Sleeper,  resides 
on  the  old  homestead. 

In  the  year  1794,  Mr.  Sleeper  sold  his  grist-  and  saw- 
mills and  1000  acres  of  land  to  Griffin  Crafts,  of  honored 
memory. 

Mr.  Crafts  came  from  Cherry  Valley.  He  was  a man 
that  manifested  much  interest  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
public  good,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  general  welfare 
of  the  county  and  the  community  wherein  he  resided.  He 
opened  the  first  tavern,  and  was  the  first  supervisor  of  the 
town,  in  1811.  In  1815  he  disposed  of  his  mills,  farms, 
distillery,  etc.,  to  his  son.  General  Erastus  Crafts,  who  was 
also  a prominent  man.  He  received  his  title  from  boimr  in 
the  old  State  militia.  He  was  a soldier  by  nature,  and  so 
far  excelled  in  military  matters  that  he  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  General  Harrison,  who  offered  him  the  position  after- 
wards held  by  General  Scott.  He  was  member  of  assembly 
in  1810,  '13,  and  ’14,  the  second  supervisor  of  the  town, 
and  officiated  in  the  latter  capacity  at  various  times  for 
thirteen  years. 

He  married  a sister  of  Judge  W.  W.  Campbell,  of  Cherry 
Valley,  and  their  family  consisted  of  four  children,  viz.: 
Julia,  a daughter,  married  a son  of  David  II.  Little,  of 
Cherry  Valley,  and  is  now  deceased  ; a son,  William,  was 
killed  in  battle  during  the  late  Rebellion  ; a daughter.  Caro- 
line, married  her  deceased  sister’s  husband,  and  resides  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. ; a son,  Laurens,  resides  in  Toledo,  O. 
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,j  ,,.n«l  Crafts  « I i 1 April  9,  1 So  1 , aged  seventy-one,  and 
buried  at  Cherry  Valley. 

Richard  Smith,  a bachelor,  is  said  to  have  been  the  third 
*rt:l«-r  in  the  town.  He  came  from  Philadelphia,  and  pur- 
about  5000  acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which  he  sub- 
•.'pimtly  disposed  of  iu  small  lots.  He  erected  the  first 
fnuie  house  in  the  tow*n. 

Atuoin;  the  pioneers  were  Erastus  and  Ezra  Dean,  who 
„<(!isiiu  about  the  year  1805,  and  opened  the  first  store. 
The  former  was  a prominent  man  and  was  the  first  town 
in  1811.  A sou,  Delos  W.  Dean,  occupies  the  old 

h.  .tin -stead. 

t’hauncey  Strong,  from  Greene  county,  settled  in  about 
tin-  war  1811,  and  was  a furniture-maker. 

Samuel  Allen  came  from  New  Jersey  iu  about  the  year 
17;t:i,  and  settled  south  of  the  village.  The  old  homestead 
was  subsequently  owned  by  a son,  Samuel,  and  a grandson, 
All«  rt,  both  of  whom  reside  in  the  village. 

Iu  the  south  part  of  the  town  a prominent  early  settler 
was  Nijah  Griffith,  who  came  from  New  Jersey.  He  took 
an  actiyc  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  was  supervisor 
five  years,  and  also  served  a number  of  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace. 

In  the  locality  known  as  Butts’  Corners,  Jacob  Butts, 
an  honored  pioneer  from  Windham  Co.,  Coun.,  settled  in 
alxiut  the  year  1790.  He  penetrated  the  wilderness  alone, 
and,  after  building  a log  house,  returned  to  Connecticut, 
packed  up  his  household  goods,  and  with  his  wife,  a wagon, 

\ 'ke  of  oxen,  and  a single  horse,  started  for  their  forest 
home.  It  required  no  small  amount  of  courage  in  that 
early  day  to  undertake  a journey  of  several  hundred  miles, 
over  almost  impassable  roads  and  through  a forest  which 
at  night  resounded  with  the, howls  of  wild  animals;  but 
Mr.  B.  and  bis  companion  were  ready  to  face  the  hardships 
of  pioneer  life,  and  after  a weary  journey  of  twelve  days 
arrived  at  their  log  cabin,  and  there  erected  the  standard 
of  “ home.” 

“Our  forest  life  was  rough  anJ  rmle, 

And  dangers  closed  us  round  ; 

But  here,  amid  the  green  old  trees, 

A home  we  sought  and  found.” 

They  reared  a family  of  eight  children, — five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Two  sons  reside  in  the  town,  Harvey  and 
••■den,  who,  with  their  children,  occupy  the  old  homestead. 

Amos  Preston  was  also  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity. 

He  came  from  Connecticut  in  1789. 

J.  \\  hitcomb  was  a pioneer  who  located  soon  after  Mr. 
loitts.  A son.  David,  now  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
live  years,  is  living  in  Morris. 

Coincident  with  the  settlement  of  the  above  was  that  of 
N 'than  Newell,  also  from  Connecticut.  A son,  Nathan, 
r ’ides  in  the  town  of  Middlefield. 

A large  land-holder  and  active  pioneer  was  Solomon  Har- 
u.  who  emigrated  from  the  “land  of  steady  habits”  and 

I'd  on  Otcgo  crock,  about  two  miles  above  Laurens,  and  l 
qnentiy  moved  to  a locution  west  of  Laurens,  where  I 
had  purchased  one  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the  | 
* ' ‘ patent.  lie  erected  a gri  and  saw-mill,  and  sold  a 
1 'don  ot  his  land  to  settlers,  and  the  locality  became  1 
11  s Harrison’s  Mills,  now  called  Brewsters  Mills. 


A son,  Wm.  Harrison,  lives  on  a farm  between  Butts’ 
Corners  and  Laurens.  A portion  of  the  old  homestead  is 
in  possession  of  a granddaughter,  Mrs.  Johu  Ward,  who 
resides  in  the  village  of  Morris. 

An  old  settler  at  Butts’  Corners  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  named  Potter.  In  1810,  Ezekiel  Benedict,  also  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  located  in  this  vicinity.  In  about 
1800,  Amos  Mathewson,  from  the  “ Green  Mountain  State,” 
“took  up”  land  adjoining  Jacob  Butts  on  the  south. 

Among  the  first  preachers  of  the  Society  of  Friends  who 
raised  their  voices  in  the  wilderness  of  Laurens  was  Calvin 
Straight,  who  settled  north  of  the  village  about  the  year 
1800.  Two  sons,  William  and  Samuel,  are  farmers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Butts'  Corners. 

Where  Aaron  Eldred  now  resides,  his  father,  Solomon 
Eldred,  was  an  early  and  respected  settler  from  Vermont. 

In  the  locality  known  as  West  Laurens,  Daniel  Weatli- 
erby,  from  Rhode  Island,  was  a pioneer.  He  had  four 
sons,  Samuel,  Henry,  William,  and  Dauiel ; some  of  their 
descendants  are  residents  of  the  town.  Daniel  Dunbar,  the 
father  of  Delos  W.  Dunbar,  came  from  Massachusetts  in 
about  1S00,  and  located  between  Laurens  and  Butts'  Cor- 
ners. Silas  Gilbert  settled  in  about  the  year  1 S 0 0 , and 
purchased  land  of  Jacob  Butts.  James  I.  Thorn  located 
in  1S00,  north  of  Butts'  Corners. 

Rufus  Tucker,  wife  and  children,  came  from  Connecticut 
iu  1792,  and  settled  in  West  Laurens,  on  the  Otego  patent. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  sous  and  three  daughters. 
Rufus,  Jr.,  succeeded  to  the  possession  of  the  farm.  Six 
children  are  now  living,  viz. : Ezra  resides  in  this  town, 
Erie  in  the  village  of  Morris,  Leroy  is  a merchant  in  the 
village  of  Laurens,  Mrs.  Eveline  Perkins'  resides  in  the 
town  of  Morris,  and  Mrs.  Maryette  Hyatt  and  Mrs.  31. 
Lull  iu  West  Laurens. 

An  early  settler  above  Laurens,  on  the  Mount  3 ision 
road,  was  Dr.  Ezer  Winsor,  who  came  from  Rhode  Island 
in  1794.  He  had  a family  of  nine  children.  Amos,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  county,  who  was  sheriff  in  1842. 
resides  in  the  town,  on  a farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead, 
and  Morris  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  Dr.  Winsor  died  in 
1834,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Harvey  Kenyon,  and  Harvey  Keyes  and  sons,  Omer  and 
Josiah,  are  old  residents  of  Mount  Vision. 

Benjamin  Tiffany  was  a worthy  pioneer  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gilbert’s  lake,  having  settled  in  1794.  One  s<>n,  Mr. 
Thomas  Tiffany,  is  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the  famiiv. 
and  resides  at  Mount  Vision. 

Another  honored  pioneer  of  Laurens  who  settled  in  about 
the  year  1793  was  Daniel  Eldred,  who  located  about  two 
miles  west  of  Mount  Vision.  lie,  together  with  six  >•  n>. 
subsequently  moved  to  New  Lisbon,  and  in  1837  to  Mich- 
igan, and  settled  on  Climax  Prairie,  to  which  a nephew 
who  was  with  them  gave  the  name.  One  daughter.  Mrs. 
Thomas  Tiffany,  is  the  only  member  of  the  family  left  in 
the  vicinity. 

Gilbert  s lake  derived  its  name  from  Benjamin  Giil>  rt.  1 
Revolutionary  soldier  from  Connecticut,  who  settled  in  its 
vicinity  soon  after  the  war.  Two  great-grandson*.  . t 
and  Morris,  live  on  the  estate. 

An  honored  pioneer  in  the  village  of  Lauren*  was  Dr 
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Allen  Harrington,  who  came  from  North  Brookfield,  Wor- 
cester Co.,  Mass.,  in  about  the  year  1800.  lie  was  a 
successful  practitioner,  and  his  ride’  extended  over  a large 
territory.  A son,  Orlando,  resides  in  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  a son,  Samuel  H.,  is  a practicing  attorney  in  the  village 
of  Laurens.  Mr.  Harrington  has  in  his  possession  an 
interesting  relic,  being  the  original  parchment  deed,  with  a 
map  of  the  Otego  patent,  in  which  is  conveyed  2000  acres 
of  land  by  Thomas  Wharton  to  John  Smith,  dated  Febru- 
ary 3,  177  0,  lots  2.1  and  50  embracing  1000  acres  each. 
On  this  map  the  Otsdawa  and  Oneonta  and  Otego  creeks 
are  shown,  and  Oneonta  is  spelled  Onabrienton  creek. 

A worthy  pioneer  is  Cyrus  Hudson,  who  came  into  New  j 
Berlin,  Chenango  county,  from  Rhode  Island,  in  1816,  and 
in  1818  to  Laurens,  and  settled  two  miles  below  the  village, 
where  he  bought  a tannery  and  five  acres  of  land.  He  con- 
ducted this  business  until  1S32,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved 
above  the  village,  where  he  still  resides,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  with  a daughter,  Mrs.  Caroline  Curtis. 
Two  sons,  Stephen  T.  and  Horace,  are  hardware  merchants 
iu  the  village;  Henry  resides  in  New  Lisbon,  Cyril  in 
Oneonta,  and  one  daughter  lives  in  Chenango  county,  and 
one  in  Monroe. 

A prominent  and  public-spirited  man,  and  one  who  has 
ever  manifested  a lively  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  is 
Hon.  William  C.  Fields.  He  came  from  Delaware  county 
to  Laurens  in  1826,  and  has  been  largely  engaged  in  the 
woolen  and  cotton  manufacture,  owning  the  cotton  manu- 
factory, which  was  erected  in  1847.  He  was  also  many 
years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  has  occu- 
pied many  official  positions  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  board  of  super- 
visors two  years,  was  county  clerk  three  years,  justice  of 
the  peace  seventeen  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  Fortieth 
Congress. 

An  active  pioneer  was  John  Philips,  who  located  a short 
distance  above  the  village  of  Laurens,  and  operated  the 
factory  in  connection  with  Hon.  William  C.  Fields.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  progress  of  the  town, 
and  was  highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  died 
in  1877. 

Hon.  Levi  S.  Chatficld,  now  a prominent  lawyer  of  New 
York  city,  came  to  this  village  in  1S27,  and  studied  law  in  j 
the  office  of  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Bowne.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  practiced  law  in  this  county  until  elected  to 
the  office  of  attorney-general  of  the  State.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  a member  of  the 
assembly,  and  speaker  of  the  assembly,  He  resides  in 
Jersey  City,  and  practices  in  New  York. 

Closes  I’owell,  a Quaker,  emigrated  from  Greene  county 
in  about  the  year  1800,  and  purchased  the  Mavall  farm, 
upon  which  lie  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  killed  at  a 
raising.  A son,  Isaac  Powell,  came  it.  with  him  and  located 
below  the  village,  on  the  cast  side  of  Otego  creek.  A son 
of  Isaac,  Mr.  Erast  us  I).  Powell,  resides  in  the  village. 

John  Sleeper,  Paul  Iloag.  and  his  sons  Isaac,  Andrew,  j 
and  Abraham,  Thomas  Haight, Moses  Hoag,  Samuel  Allen, 
Jeremiah  Gardner,  with  their  families,  were  members  of 
the  Quaker  society. 

Other  early  settlers  were  Daniel  Weller,  Henj.  Shepherd, 


Rowland  Carr,  Michael,  William,  and  Thaddeus  Bird-all. 
Mrs.  H.  Hunt,  Peter  Scramling,  Nathan  Birdsall,  John 
Smith,  Chester  Lamb,  L.  B.  Packard,  and  Moses  Bundy. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  instrument  which  released 
2000  acres  of  land  in  this  locality : 

This  indenture  made  the  Second  day  of  June,  a.d.  1770,  between 
Thomas  Wharton,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  merchant,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Smith  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  Esquire,  of  the  other  p^rt. 

Whereat,  King  George  the  Third,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  hearing  date  the  lid  day  of 
February,  1770,  did  Grant,  Ratify,  and  Confer  unto  Charles  Read  an  l 
fi.'S  others,  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  county  of  Albany,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk 
river,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  Re- 
ginning at  three  Butternut  trees  growing  from  one  stump  or  root,  the 
northerjuost  marked  with  the  letters  G.  C.  C.  Y.,  and  Figures  170  s. 
standing  4 chains  and  2 rods  from  the  north  side  of  a brook  that 
falls  into  Kounderrah  River. 

Thomas  Wharton  4 Release  for  2000  acres  of 

to  V land  at  Otego,  in  the  county 

John  Smith.  ) of  Albany. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  LAURENS 

is  pleasantly  located  in  the  valley  of  the  Otego  creek,  and 
has  a population  of  about  500.  It  was  incorporated  April 
22,  1S34,  and  the  first  meeting  f ir  the  election  of  officers 
was  held  at  the  house  of  James  S.  Johnson,  May  13.  1834, 
and  the  following-named  persons  were  chosen  : 

Trustees. — Erastus  Crafts,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  Hiram  W. 
Bostwick,  Joel  Lull,  and  Chauneev  Strong. 

Treasurer. — Thomas  Boyd. 

Constable  and  Collector. — Benj.  F.  Wakefield. 

Clerk. — Levi  S.  Chatfield. 

Assessors. — William  Comstock  and  Gideon  Cornell. 
Overseer  of  Ilijhways. — Samuel  S.  Bowne. 

The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows: 

President. — Albert  Allen. 

Trustees. — J.  B.  Straight,  Horace  Hudson,  Egbert  Bab- 
cock, E.  S.  Fisher. 

Clerk. — J.  B.  Shove. 

Laurens  contains  three  churches,  viz.,  Methodist,  Pres- 
byterian, and  Christian. 

The  present  business  interests  are  as  follows  : general 
merchants,  Leroy  Tucker,  J.  B.  Steere,  D.  S.  Poet;  hardware, 
S.  T.  & II.  Hudson;  grocery,  George  Randall;  attorney- 
at-law,  S.  II.  Harrington  ; physicians,  A.  P.  Strong,  H.  T. 
Harris;  hotel,  41.  Watson;  jeweler,  John  Me  well ; harness- 
shops,  J.  B.  Shove,  R.  Hall ; boots  and  shoes,  J.  Fuller, 
P.  Brown,  S.  Gilo,  A.  Benedict,  N.  Merrills;  saloon.  Wm. 
Harrington  ; carriage-shops,  Kidder  A Fisher,  Gardner  A 
Babcock  ; blacksmiths,  D.  II.  Mead,  M.  C.  Mead.  A.  Clark ; 
j grist-,  saw-mill,  etc..  L.  S.  Elwcll ; tannery,  L.  II.  Winsor  : 
milliners,  Mrs.  Cooley,  Harrington,  and  Ilulburt ; dress- 
makers, the  Misses  Shove;  undertaker,  R.  \.  Richmond; 
furniture,  J.  B.  Straight. 

MT.  vision 

is  a pleasant  village  located  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
town,  on  Otego  creek,  and  contains  two  churches.  Mcthn- 
4 and  Baptist,  and  about  250  inhabitants. 

Present  business  interests:  general  stores,  Bunn  A Bard, 
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Allen  Harrington,  who  came  from  North  Brookfield,  Wor- 
cester Co.,  Mass.,  in  about  the  year  1800.  lie  was  a 
successful  practitioner,  and  his  ride'  extended  over  a large 
territory.  A son,  Orlando,  resides  in  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  a son,  Samuel  H.,  is  a practicing  attorney  in  the  village 
of  Laurens.  Mr.  Harrington  has  in  his  possession  an 
interesting  relic,  being  the  original  parchment  deed,  with  a 
map  of  the  Otego  patent,  in  which  is  conveyed  2000  acres 
of  land  by  Thomas  Wharton  to  John  Smith,  dated  Febru- 
ary 3,  1770,  lots  25  and  50  embracing  1000  acres  each. 
On  this  map  the  Otsdawa  and  Onconta  and  Otego  creeks 
are  shown,  and  Onconta  is  spelled  Onnbrienton  creek. 

A worthy  pioneer  is  Cyrus  Hudson,  who  came  into  New 
Berlin,  Chenango  county,  from  Rhode  Island,  in  1816,  and 
in  1818  to  Laurens,  and  settled  two  miles  below  the  village, 
where  he  bought  a tannery  and  live  acres  of  land.  He  con- 
ducted this  business  until  1832,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved 
above  the  village,  where  he  still  resides,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-two  years,  with  a daughter,  Mrs.  Caroline  Curtis. 
Two  sons,  Stephen  T.  and  Horace,  are  hardware  merchants 
iu  the  village ; Henry  resides  in  New  Lisbon,  Cyril  in 
Oneonta,  and  one  daughter  lives  in  Chenango  county,  and 
one  in  Monroe. 

A prominent  and  public-spirited  man,  and  one  who  has 
ever  manifested  a lively  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  is 
Hon.  William  C.  Fields.  He  came  from  Delaware  county 
to  Laurens  in  1826,  and  has  been  largely  engaged  in  the 
woolen  and  cotton  manufacture,  owning  the  cotton  manu- 
factory, which  was  erected  in  1847.  He  was  also  many 
years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  lie  has  occu- 
pied many  official  positions  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  board  of  super- 
visors two  years,  was  county  clerk  three  years,  justice  of 
the  peace  seventeen  years,  and  was  a member  of  the  Fortieth 
Congress. 

An  active  pioneer  was  John  Philips,  who  located  a short 
distance  above  the  village  of  Laurens,  and  operated  the 
factory  in  connection  with  Hon.  William  C.  Fields.  He 
was  prominently  identified  with  the  progress  of  the  town, 
and  was  highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  died 
in  1877. 

Hon.  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  now  a prominent  lawyer  of  New 
York  city,  came  to  this  village  in  1827,  and  studied  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Bowne.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  practiced  law  in  this  county  until  elected  to 
the  office  of  attorney-general  of  the  State.  lie  was  also  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention,  a member  of  the 
assembly,  and  speaker  of  the  assembly.  He  resides  in 
Jersey  City,  and  practices  in  New  York. 

Moses  Powell,  a Quaker,  emigrated  from  Greene  county 
in  about  the  year  1800,  and  purchased  the  Mnvall  farm, 
upon  which  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  killed  at  a 
raising.  A son,  Isaac  Powell,  came  iu  with  him  and  located 
below  the  village,  on  the  east  side  of  Otego  creek.  A son 
of  Isaac,  Mr.  Erastus  D.  Powell,  resides  in  the  village. 

John  Sleeper,  Paul  Hoag,  and  his  sons  Isaac,  Andrew, 
and  Abraham,  ihoinas  Haiuht,  Moses  Ilong.  8amuol  Allen, 
Jer  emiah  Gardner,  with  their  families,  were  members  of 
the  Quaker  society. 

Other  early  settlers  were  Daniel  Weller,  Bcnj.  Shepherd,  ! 


•'  Rowland  Carr,  Michael,  William,  and  Thaddeus  Birdsall, 
Mrs.  II.  Hunt,  Peter  Scramling,  Nathan  Birdsall,  John 
Smith,  Chester  Lamb,  L.  B.  Packard,  and  Moses  Bundy. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  instrument  which  released 
2000  acres  of  land  in  this  locality : 

This  indenture  made  the  Second  day  of  June,  a.u.  1770,  between 
Thomas  Wharton,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  merchant,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Smith  of  tho 
city  and  county  of  Burlington,  N.  J.,  Esquire,  of  the  other  p^rt. 

\Vheiean,  King  George  the  Third,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seal  of  tho  province  of  New  Jersey,  hearing  date  the  3d  day  of 
February,  1770,  did  Grant,  Ratify,  and  Confer  unto  Charles  Read  and 
63  others,  that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  county  of  Albany,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk 
river,  in  the  Province  of  New  York,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  Be- 
ginning at  three  Butternut  trees  growing  from  one  stump  or  root,  the 
northermost  marked  with  the  letters  G.  C.  C.  Y.,  and  Figures  17GS, 
standing  4 chains  and  2 rods  from  tho  north  side  of  a brook  that 
falls  into  Kounderrah  River. 

Thomas  Wh autos  4 Release  for  2000  acres  of 

to  > land  at  Otego,  in  (he  county 

John  Smith.  \ of  Albany. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  LAURENS 

is  pleasantly  located  in  the  valley  of  the  Otego  creek,  and 
has  a population  of  about  500.  It  was  incorporated  April 
22,  1834,  and  the  first  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers 
was  held  at  the  house  of  James  S.  Johnson,  May  13.  1S34, 
and  the  following-named  persons  were  chosen  : 

Trustees. — Erastus  Crafts,  Samuel  S.  Bowne,  Hiram  W. 
Bostwick,  Joel  Lull,  and  Chauncey  Strong.  , 

Treasri  rev. — T ho  mas  Boyd. 

Constable  and  Collector. — Bcnj.  F.  Wakefield. 

Clerk. — Levi  S.  Chatfield. 

Assessors. — William  Comstock  and  Gideon  Cornell. 

Overseer  of  ITajlacays. — Samuel  S.  Bowne. 

The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows: 

President. — Albert  Allen. 

Trustees. — J.  B.  Straight,  Horace  Hudson,  Egbert  Bab- 
cock, E.  S.  Fisher.  < 

Clerk. — J.  B.  Shove. 

Laurens  contains  three  churches,  viz.,  Methodist,  Pres- 
byterian, and  Christian. 

The  present  business  interests  are  as  follows  : general 
! merchants,  Leroy  Tucker,  J.  B.  Stcere,  D.  S.  Peet ; hardware, 

| S.  T.  A II.  Hudson;  grocery,  George  Randall;  attorncy- 
I at-law,  S.  II.  Harrington  ; physicians,  A.  P.  Strong,  H.  T. 

Harris;  hotel,  M.  Watson  ; jeweler,  John  Mcwell ; harness- 
j shops,  J.  B.  Shove,  R.  Hall ; hoots  and  shoes,  J.  Fuller, 
P.  Brown,  S.  Gile,  A.  Benedict,  N.  Merrills;  saloon,  Win. 
Harrington  ; carriage-shops,  Kidder  A Fisher,  Gardner  A 
Babcock  ; blacksmiths,  D.  II.  Mead,  31.  C.  Mead,  A.  Clark; 
grist-,  saw-mill,  etc.,  L.  S.  Elwell ; tannery,  L.  II.  Winsor; 
milliners,  31  rs.  Cooley.  Harrington,  and  Ilulburt  ; dress- 
makers. the  31isses  Shove;  undertaker,  R.  V.  Richmond; 
furniture,  J.  B.  Straight. 

MT.  VISION 

is  a pleasant  village  located  in  tiie  northeast  part  of  ihe 
town,  pn  Otego  creek,  and  contains  two  churches.  .Metho- 
dist and  Baptist,  and  about  250  inhabitants. 

Present  business  interests:  general  stores,  Bunn  A Bard, 
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I vHlU,  Green  Si  Son,  Chauneey  Wright,  W.  Keyes;  hard- 
w tp»,  A.  Robinson;  wagon-shop,  Chester  Wentworth, 
pniiel  Barnard;  blacksmiths,  Peter  Couse,  Levi  Peek; 
i, h<>e-shop,  Willard  Cutler;  hotel,  D.  II.  House;  physician, 
pwh'ht  Kenyon;  grist-  and  saw-mill,  Harry  Gardner. 
There  are  also  two  milliners,  one  dress-maker,  trhamess- 
nhop,  and  a cooper-shop. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

held  in  the  town  of  Laurens  was  at  Griffen  Craft’s  house, 
on  March  5,  1811,  and  the  following  officers  chosen: 

Supervisor. — G ri ffen  C rafts. 

Town  Cleric. — Erastus  Dean. 

.•Itwmors. — Jacob  Butts,  Nijah  Griffith,  Isaac  Bughtman. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Isaac  Powell,  Nathan 
Eldred,  Jonathan  Gilbert. 

Overseers  of  Poor. — Russell  Johnson,  Abel  Hoag,  Esq. 

Constable  and  Collector. — Holden  Cook. 

Constable. — Peleg  Coon,  Jr. 

Pound masters. — Nathan  Eldred,  Isaac  Powell,  Asa  Grif- 
fith, Nathaniel  Newell,  Jared  Gorton. 

Pathmusters. — Daniel  Johnson.  James  Iloag,  Isaac  Pow- 
ell, John  Lane,  James  Parsons,  W illiam  Luther,  Amos 
PreSton,  Jonathan  Griffith,  Daniel  Tucker,  Solomon  Harri- 
son, James  I.  Thorn,  Jesse  Dunbar,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Newell, 
Ebenezer  Richardson,  Caleb  Clark,  Richard  Gardner,  But- 
ler Gilbert,  Amasa  Grover,  Jonathan  Johnson,  Christopher 
Staikcs,  George  Fewlston.  Joshua  Morrise,  Andrew  Hoag, 
Justus  Goodrich,  George  W.  Rouse,  Bezall.  Washburn, 
Thomas  Eldred,  Joseph  Allen,  Jr.,  John  Brown,  King 
Hathaway,  Amos  Wood,  James  Haight,  John  Smith. 

Robert  Barton,  1st  surveyor. 

Ezra  Dean,  Charles  Matteson,  Philip  Sweet,  Philip  Gard- 
ner, Thompson  Keyes,  Amasa  Grover,  Henry  Eldred,  Ziba 
Tucker,  Henry  Weatherby,  Walter  C.  Rathbun,  Thomas 
Stanton,  Benona  Weatherby,  John  Willson,  Jonas  Hodgkins. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  1S78  : 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1311 

Erastus  Dean. 

1 s 1 2 

it  tl 

1313 

ii  ii 

1 31 1 

“ u 

Amasa  Harrington. 

1815 

u a 

ii  ii 

1'lfl 

a u 

ii  ii 

1817 

a a 

H ii 

1818 

Caleb  Eldre.l. 

it  it 

IMS 

Erastus  Crafts. 

it  ii 

Is  20 

A “ ** 

Erastus  Doan. 

1821 

u a 

“ « 

ii  ii 

1823 

a a 

ii  ii 

1 *24 

Ilervey  Strong. 

182.1 

1 >28 

*<  a 

H a 

1 827 

44  ii 

1S2S 

Hiram  VY.  Dostwiek. 

1 >20 

it  .< 

ii  i i 

1 s.!i) 

a tt 

ii  ii 

Is  31 

a a 

ii  ii 

ls.',2.  . 

ii  ii 

Is  3 

Ilervey  .String. 

Joel  Lull. 

1 s 1 

“ “ 

Samuel  II.  Harrington. 

1 • :i 

1 >M\ 

Delos  W.  Dean. 

i't:7.. 

it  ii 

ii  ii 

I*'*.. 

Gideon  Cornell. 

IVICI 

Rufus  Stucro. 

James  F.  Dean. 

1 " 1 0 

Wm.  Com'tock. 

ii  ii 

I'll 

“ “ 

Orvill  Rockwell. 

Is  12.  . 

« .< 

Is  13 

Jouatban  Joliusun. 

Samuel  S.  Hoag. 

1311 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerk*. 
E.  B.  Stccre. 

1815 

“ “ 

a a 

1310 

a a 

1847 

a a 

■*  1848 

a a 

1 8 4‘J 

%i  a 

a a 

1850 

a a 

a a 

1851 

« a 

D.  S.  Sitscr. 

1852 

u a 

-John  L.  Comstock. 

1853 

Wm.  A.  Strong. 

185* 

Horatio  X.  Drew. 

1855 

James  C.  Hulbert. 

1850 

u u 

Wm.  Comstock,  Jr. 

1857 

W.  T.  lias  sett. 

ii  ii 

1858 

P.  W.  Day. 

a a 

-s.1859 

William  Comstock. 

Milton  Gurney. 

'180U 

1861 

II.  R.  Wellman. 

1802 

Silas  Marlett. 

Richard  Cooley. 

~ 1803 

ii  .< 

ISO  4 

Orman  Potter. 

1805 

Chas.  S.  Kenyon. 

1SGG 

u a 

ii  ii 

1807 

ii  U 

1803 

“ “ 

ii  ii 

1800 

it  a 

E.  S.  Fisher. 

1870 

“ “ 

ii  ii 

1871 

a a 

H.  N.  Drew. 

1872 

a a 

ii  ii 

1873 

a a 

1S74 

a a 

M.  T.  Ward. 

1875 

John  Newell,  Jr. 

1870 

“ “ 

ii  ii 

The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows : 

Supervisor. — Henry  T.  Harris. 

Town  Clerk. — John  Newell,  Jr. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Hamilton  D.  Carr. 

Assessor. — Geo.  W.  Marlett. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — W.  C.  Wing. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Stephen  F.  Straight  and  Ezra 
Marlett. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Morrell  Grant,  Cornelius  E. 
Lane,  Howard  S.  Briggs,  and  I.  C.  Rouse. 

Collector. — Leonard  Frink. 

Game  Constable. — E.  Fuller. 

Town  Auditors. — James  N.  Kenyon,  Anson  Weatherly. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865,  Laurens  had  19,863  acres  of  improve!  lands, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms,  §861,978  ; acres  plowed.  2561 . 
ac  es  in  pasture,  9992  ; acres  in  meadow,  6680 ; bush* -is 
spring  wheat  harvested  in  1861,  253  ; bushels  winter  wheat 
harvested,  187  ; bushels  of  oats,  19,558;  bushels  of  baney. 
199;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  3061  ; bushels  of  corn.  11.'  .'  . 
bushels  of  potatoes,  15,736;  bushels  of  peas,  -18  ; bu.-luis 
of  beaus,  292;  bushels  of  turnips,  205  ; pounds  of  l.;-. 
64,084;  bushels  of  apples,  25,789;  barrels  of  cider.  522  . 
pounds  of  maple  sugar  made,  20,738;  pounds  of  butter, 
150,688  ; pounds  of  cheese,  4000. 

Agricultural  Statistics , 1S75. — Acres  plowed,  33*1  : in 
pasture,  9833;  mown,  7357  ; tons  of  hay  produced.  7 " 4 1 * : 
bushels  of  barley,  110;  buckwheat,  3924;  corn,  2' '.753, 
oats,  44,732  ; rye,  483;  spring  wheat,  330 ; winter  w -it 
778;  beans,  48 ; peas,  20;  pounds  of  hops.  71 312"  : [ - 
latoes,  39,389  ; pounds  of  butter  made.  221 ,033  ; ci. 
244S ; pork  made  ou  farms,  109,188  pounds. 

Area. — The  area  of  Laurens  is  26.1 16  acre-,  and  its  -- 
sessed  valuation,  §147,670;  and  its  equalized  valuati 
§522,320. 


■ ' 


’ 


- 


172 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


POPULATION. 


1811  

1820 

1825 

1873  ] 

207  1 

21  IS  1 

1S50 

1855 

18(111 

1805 

2108 

2100 

1930 

1885 

i 835 

2235  i 

1870 

1810  

2173 

1375 

1S74 

1845 

2208  | 

1" 

CHAPTER  XLIV. 

TOWN  OF  LAUBENS-Continued. 

Churches  an  l Lodges. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Laurens  was  organized  on 
the  lGth  of  January,  1844,  with  the  following  first  trustees, 
viz. : Erastus  Crafts,  Levi  S.  Chatfield,  Chauncey  Strong, 
Hudson  Sleeper,  Janies  F.  Dean,  Harvey  Strong,  Daniel 
D.  Comstock,  Martin  Bridges,  and  J.  Harrison  Baker.  The 
first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  E.  Vine  Wales,  who  re- 
ceived and  accepted  a call  to  become  the  pastor  July  i), 
1844.  * 

The  present  church  building  occupied  by  the  society  was 
originally  erected  as  a union  church  by  the  Presbyterians, 
Methodists,  and  Baptists.  General  Crafts,  who  manifested 
a great  interest  in  matters  concerning  the  church,  purchased 
the  shares  of  the  church  owned  by  the  Methodists  and  Bap- 
tists, with  the  intention  of  giving  them  to  the  Presbyterian 
society.  Before  this  project  was  consummated  General  Crafts 
died,  but  his  purposes  were  carried  out  by  his  heirs,  who 
gave  to  the  society  a deed  of  the  property.  The  church 
has  enjoyed  a long  season  of  usefulness,  and  is  now  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
Hii  •am  W.  Lee.  The  present  trustees  are  John  Smith, 
Hudson  Sleeper,  and  S.  S.  El  well.  The  following  have 
served  this  church  as  pastors  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time : Rev.  E.  V.  Wales,  commenced  preaching 
Feb.  7,  1S44,  closed  May  6,  1855  ; Rev.  H.  Herrick,  com- 
menced preaching  June  3,  1855,  and  closed  May,  1857; 
Rev.  Wm,  Baldwin  preached  three  years;  Rev.  E.  V. 
Wales,  commenced  May  1,  1802,  and  served  three  years; 
Rev.  R.  A.  Clark,  commenced  his  services  in  1SGG,  and 
served  three  years;  Rev.  II.  W.  Lee,  present  pastor,  com- 
menced Sept.  1,  1871.  Present  elders,  Samuel  Harrison 
and  Albert  Benedict. 

METHODIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Laurens  was 
organized  at  Jacksonville,  Nov.  29,  1837.  The  first  church 
edifice  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1838,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  following  trustees,  viz. : Auren  Wilcox,  Caleb 
Armstrong,  Dennis  Barnard,  Henry  Mosher,  and  Hervey 
Keyes.  The  church  building  has  since  been  improved  bv 
the  addition  of  a steeple  and  basement.  The  following 
were  members  at  the  time  the  church  was  built:  Auren 
\\  ilcox,  Thompson  Keyes,  Henry  Mosher,  Caleb  Armstrong, 
Elisha  Armstrong,  Benjamin  Green,  James  Eaton.  Erastus 
Gardner,  Robert  Templeton,  Judsou  Gardner,  Willis  E. 
Gardner,  Daniel  Boe,  Asahel  Brooks,  Joshua  Dulcy,  Adam 


G.  Bratt,  John  L.  Keyes,  Betsey  Wilcox,  Mary  Keyes, 
Dianthu  Mosher,  Betsey  Armstrong,  Ponind  Armstrong. 
Marian  Boe,  Mary  Brooks,  Sally  L.  Eaton,  Betsey  Green. 
Miss  Duley,  Miss  Bratt,  and  Catharine  Kenyon.  Eld.  r 
Calvin  Hawley  organized  the  first  church,  and  held  his 
meetings  in  the  district  school-house  at  Jacksonville  until 
the  edifice  was  built,  which  cost  §1)50.  Addition  of  steeple, 
bell,  and  basement  cost  about  §2000.  Size  of  first  building, 
31  by  44  feet ; the  size  of  house  after  repairs,  31  by  54  feet. 
The  name  of  the  present  pastor  is  A.  J.  Cook.  The  trus- 
tees at  this  date  are  Seth  A.  Gardner,  Henry  Van  Beauren, 
Landen  King,  Peter  Couse,  Daniel  W ilber  The  present 
number  of  members  is  115. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MOUNT  VISION, 

was  organized  June  4,  1S44.  by  Rev.  Seth  Gregory,  of 
New  Lisbon,  with  the  following  members,  viz. : Joshua 
Matterson,  Jacob  Bunn,  Jane  Bunn,  Ephraim  Mann.  Lydia 
Mann,  Ira  Kenyon,  Hannah  Kenyon,  Thomas  Tiffany, 
Sally  Tiffany,  Phcbe  Wright,  Nancy  Brooks,  Sarah  Stevens, 
Lemuel  C.  Pettingill,  Mary  G.  Pettingill,  James  R.  Fitch, 
Lydia  Fitch,  Jonathan  Card,  Polly  Card,  Fanny  Sweet, 
Julia  Cutlar,  Polly  Templeton,  Polly  Kenyon,  Isaiah  C. 
Wright,  Rosanna  Wright,  Samuel  Mack,  Mary  Mack, 
Louisa  Wright,  Clementina  Wright,  Lueina  Wright,  Harry 
Gregory,  Harriet  Gregory,  Hannah  Foulston  (dismissed  by 
letter  while  a branch),  Sully  Kenyon,  Lucy  Newell,  Orson 
J.  Crane,  Sarah  A.  Crane,  Amanda  Bowdish,  Martha 
Aspinwall,  Maria  Mann,  A.  Mann,  Susannah  Clark,  Alonzo 
Matterson,  Nathaniel  Matterson,  Ahijah  Matterson,  Asa 
Gardener,  Nancy  Gardener,  Cynthia  Clarke,  David  Sned- 
eker,  David,  Sally,  Zimry,  and  Almira  Mead. 

The  first  officers  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

Deacons. — James  R.  Fitch  and  Nathaniel  Matterson. 

Trustees. — Thomas  Tiffany,  Asa  Gardener,  Nathaniel 
Matterson,  Jesse  B.  Kenyon,  and  Peleck  Sweet. 

Cleric.— James  R.  Fitch. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Lemuel  C.  Pettingill.  Soon 
after  the  organization  of  the  society  measures  were  adopted 
for  the  erection  of  a church  edifice,  which  was  built  in 
18  44,  and  dedicated  in  February,  1845,  Rev.  Mr.  Westcott 
preaching  the  sermon.  The  church  building  is  3G  by  50 
feet  in  size,  and  cost  about  §3000  ; it  was  subsequently 
repaired  and  remodeled  at  a cost  of  about  §3000. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  time,  viz. : Rev.  Lemuel  C. 
Pettingill,  eight  years  ; Rev.  John  Smith,  six  years;  Rev. 
Seth  Gregory  (supply),  six  months;  Rev.  Abner  Maynard, 
three  years;  llev.  George  11.  Burnside,  ten  years;  Rev. 
Robert  Boocock,  nearly  two  years;  Rev.  P.  C.  Bently 
(killed),  nearly  two  months;  Rev.  James  D.  Webster,  pres- 
ent pastor. 

The  present  membership  of  the  church  is  one  hundred 
l and  twenty-seven  persons.  The  present  officers  are  as 
j follows : 

Deacons. — Mathew  Robinson  and  Isaiali  D.  5V  right. 

Trusties. — A.  Robinson,  George  Robinson,  M.  Gregory, 
j E.  E.  Beals,  and  Arnold  Carr. 

Cleric. — Dr.  Dwight  Kenyon. 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  LAURENS 
w;is  organized  Dec.  If-I,  lSiili,  by  Charles  I.  Butler,  with 
the  following  members:  Rufus  Steere,  Eliza  Ann  Steere,  j 
Esther  L.  Steere,  Rial  Briggs,  Margaret  Briggs,  Isaac 
G.  Briggs,  Polly  Briggs,  Abigail  Strait,  Martha  Aspinwall, 
Philo  Fenton,  Delos  Carpenter,  William  N.  Clark.  The 
first  church  building  was  erected  in  1S37,  at  a cost  of  about 
$S00. 

The  following  have  officiated  as  pastors  of  this  church  : 

William  Roberts,  E.  G.  Holland, Hitchcock,  J.  Ellis, 

Kingsley  Walker, Stearns, Taylor, Walker, 

Charles  E.  Peake,  Henry  Brown,  Allen  Hayward,  William 
II.  Humphreys,  G.  A.  Beebe,  present  pastor.  The  church 
has  a membership  of  thirty-two  persons. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  LAURENS. 

We  understand  that  there  is  a prosperous  Methodist 
church  located  in  the  village  of  Laurens,  and  although  we 
have  made  repeated  requests  for  its  history,  and  have  as 
often  received  a reply  from  Rev.  Benjamin  Ripley,  stating 
that  he  would  send  data,  he  failed  to  do  so. 

LAURENS  LODGE,  NO.  54S,  F.  AND  A.M., 
was  granted  a charter  in  the  year  1S64,  and  held  its  first 
communication  April  9,  1864.  The  charter  members  were 
as  follows:  Harvey  Gregory,  Samuel  II.  Harrington,  Milton 
Gurney,  Charles  Culver,  Samuel  Straight,  Harvey  Strong, 
Delos  W.  Johnson,  Thomas  W.  Bassett,  Chauncey  Wright, 
Orman  Potter,  and  Peter  Barton,  Jr.*  The  first  officers 
were  as  follows:  Harvey  Gregory,  W.  M.;  Harvey  Strong, 

S.  W. ; D.  W.  Johnson,  J.  W. ; Peter  Barton,  Treas. ; 
Milton  Gurney,  Sec. 

The  following  persons  have  officiated  as  Master,  and 
Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  from  the  organization  of  the 
lodge  to  the  present  time,  viz. : 180'),  Harvey  Gregory,  31.  ; 
Harvey  Strong,  S.  W. ; Richard  Cooley,  J.  W.  1866, 
Harvey  Gregory,  31. ; 31  ilton  Gurney,  S.  W. ; 3Iorris 
Butts,  J.  W.  1867-68,  3Iilton  Gurney,  31.  ; 3Iorris 
Butts,  S.  W. ; Peter  Barton,  Jr.,  J.  W.  I860,  Morris 
Butts,  31. ; Delos  W.  Johnson,  S.  W. ; Leonard  P.  Rich- 
mond, J.  W.  1870,  3Iorris  Butts,  31.;  Leonard  P.  Rich- 
mond, S.  W. ; Nelson  B.  Gardner,  J.  W.  1871-72, 
Leonard  I’.  Richmond,  31.  ; Nelson  B.  Gardner,  S.  W. ; 
Elisha  S.  Fisher,  J.  W.  1873—74,  Nelson  B.  Gardner, 
31. ; Albert  S.  Allen,  S.  W. ; E.  B.  3Iiller,  J.  W.  187.'), 
Nelson  B.  Gardner,  31  ; E.  B.  Miller,  S.  W. ; Damon  II. 
Mead,  J.  W.  1876,  3Iorris  Butts,  31.;  E.  B.  3Iiller, 

S.  W.;  D.  II.  3Icad,  J.  W.  1877,  Elijah  B.  Miller, f 
W.  31. ; Addison  Gardner,  S.  W.  ; Robert  E.  Goewey, 

J.  W. ; Albert  S.  Allen,  Treas.;  3Iarzy  J.  Ware,  Sec.; 
Nelson  B.  Gardner,  S.  D. ; Henry  I>.  Ratbbun,  J.  D. ; 
James  I).  Ratbbun,  S.  31.  C. ; Damon  II.  3Iead,  J.  31.  C. ; 
Delos  W.  Johnson,  Tyler. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

John  S.  Kidder,  enl.  in  Co.  1,121st  Aug.  18,  1862,  capt.;  pro.  to  maj., 

Jan.  20,  1865,  and  to  lient.-col.,  April  27,  participated  in  batths  of 

Crumpton  Pass,  1 rede  i •k>l»ur£,  1SG.T  and  lsi.l  ; > alem  i 'hureh,  G.-tt  \ sburg, 
Fairfield,  Funktown,  Rappahannock  .Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  S|s>tt- 
sylvunia,  llatc.her's  Run,  Petersburg*  and  Sailor’s  Creek;  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania. 

* Present  yherit!’.  f JJeccaseil. 


Era*tus  C.  Weaver,  cupt.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Inf.,  An^.  2d,  1862;  res  Marcn, 
I8G0 ; in  battles  of  Crumpton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  rirtfvs- 
burg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spott>vlvan:a,  and 
others. 

Robinson  F.  Fox,  enl  in  Co.  1, 121st  Inf.,  Aug.  15, 1*62  ; killed  fit  Salem  Cliun  h. 

Jumps  F.  Hall,  enl.  in  C'o.  I,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  5, 1802 ; in  buttle  of  Crompton 
Push;  died  at  White  Oak  Church,  Dec.  2d,  1862. 

Mason  S.  Jenks,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Inf.,  Aug.  8,  1802;  lie  took  part  in  all  of  the 
battles  the  regiment  was  in  until  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek. 

Charles  W.  Dean,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  5,  1862  ; in  battles  of  Cramp- 
ton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  and  Gettysburg;  deserted  Aug.  1864. 

Samuel  G.  Snediker,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  12l«t  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862;  in  battles  of  Salem 
Church,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  and  Wilderness;  killed  at  Sjiottayl- 
vania.  May,  1SG4. 

Samuel  A.  Babcock,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8, 18C2  ; in  battles  of  Salem 
Church,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Sjx.tt- 
sylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Deep  Bottom  ; killed  near  Charlestown, Yu.,  Aug. 
20, 1864. 

Henry  D.  Snediker,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  U^ct.,  Aug.  6,  18G2 ; in  battles  of  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Salem  Cbtirch  ; dis.  June,  186-1. 

Charles  Thurston,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1SG2;  absented  himself 
without  leave,  Oct.  27. 1862;  afterwards  rei>orted  and  was  discharged. 

George  Richardson,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Uegt.,  Aug.  5. 1S62 , in  battles  <_f  Crump* 
ton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  and  Salem  Church,  at  which  he  was  wounded; 
after  recovery  he  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the  regiment;  dis.  at 
close  of  the  w ar. 

Zebulon  Bowen,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  in  all  the  battles  of  his 
regiment;  dis.  at  close  of  war. 

Nelson  Curry,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4,  1862;  discharged  as  worthless 
in  1862. 

Sherman  Peet,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  5,  1862;  dis.  March  1G,  1863. 

James  C.  Gardner,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  1SG2,  corp. ; in  battles  of 
Crumpton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  Gettysburg.  Fairfield. 
Funktown,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  and  Wilderness;  killed  at 
Spot tsyl vania,  May  10,  18G4. 

Clark  E.  Rouse,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  1862;  in  battles  of  Crumpton 
Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Winches- 
ter, Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Petersburg,  bailor’s  Creek, 
and  Lee’s  surrender. 

Henry  Ileniker,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Rest.,  Aug.  5,1862;  in.  battles  of 
Crumpton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Salem 
Church,  and  many  others;  wounded  at  Salem  Church,  1863. 

Charles  Nichols,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  3,  18G2;  in  battles  of  Crumpton 
Pass,  Fredericksburg,  and  Salem  Church,  where  he  was  wounded;  dis. 
Aug.  27, 1863. 

Samuel  A.  Fenton,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  July  30, 18G2 ; in  battles  of  Cramp- 
ton  Pa'S,  Fredericksburg,  and  Salem  Church;  killed  at  Salem  Church, 
May,  1803. 

Moses  Wright,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  July  28, 18G2;  in  battles  with  regiment 
until  Cellar  Creek  ; was  court-martialed  for  misbehavior  before  the  enemy  ; 
pardoned  Aug.  1865;  killed  at  South  Mountain. 

James  H.  McIntyre,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  July  *26,1862;  dis.  Apiii  11,1863. 

Richard  Bennett,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11, 1862;  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  regiment  till  killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June,  1SG4* 

Henry  B.  Potter,  eul.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11, 1862;  in  buttles  of  South 
Mountain,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg,  and  Salem  Church  ; dis.  May  16, 
I860. 

Leroy  Hall,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  13,  1862;  in  battles  of  Crumpton 
Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg, 
Sailor's  Creek,  and  Lee’s  surrender;  taken  prisoner  May  4,  1863;  ex- 
changed Oct.  1SG3. 

William  M.  Swart,  enl  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  0,  1SG2;  wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania,  May,  186-1;  dis.  Aug.  25,  1805. 

Peter  Wi  de,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  10,  1862 ; in  most  of  the  battles  of 
the  regiment. 

William  Gardner,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12lst  Regt.,  Aug.  10, 1862  ; killed  at  Wilderness, 
May,  1864. 

George  Teel,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  T,  121st  Regt.,  Aug. 5, 1862;  in  battles  of  Crimp- 
ton  Pass,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mb.**  Run. 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Deep  Bottom,  Petersburg,  Fisher’s 
Hill,  anil  Winchester;  wounded  At  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  9,  1804. 

Win.  L.  Hopkins,  2d  liout.,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  22, 1862;  resigned 
Jan.  1803. 

John  George,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  Regt.,  Aug  1862;  dis.  Dec.  1863. 

Jacob  H.  Chrisnian,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1862;  wounded  near 
Suffolk,  Va. ; died  Nov.  13,  1863. 

Albert  Gummet,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152*1  Regt.,  Aug.  30, 1S62;  in  battles  of  Black- 
water,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Stony  Ridge,  Salem  Church,  Petersburg, 
Boydton  l’lank-Road,  Deep  Bottom,  Weldon  Railroad,  Reams’  Station,  and 
at  Lee’s  surrender. 

Augustus  J.  Steere,  enl.  in  C IT,  l.V2d  Regt , Sept.  1, 1 
May  6,  1m  I. 

! James  \\ . Hubbard,  eul.  in  Co.  H,  152 d ltegt.,  Sept.  1,  1862;  shot  oil  picket 
duty,  1864. 

I Hiram  Carr,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  1.V2  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1862  ; dis.  for  disnl  ility. 

j Win  II.  Merrill,  enl.  in  Co.  H.  152d  Regt  , Aug.  30,  1>62;  deserted  Dct.  1803. 

I Chester  Pierce,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  iU),  l&GJ;  dis.  Nov.  lsuJ. 
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Francis  Ripley, enl.  in  Co.  H,  152J  Regt., Sept.  4, 1802;  died  in  prison  at  Ander- 
eonville,  <•;«.,  Oct.  1*64. 

Ilornce  llillv  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152il  It  -gt.,  Aug.  23,1802;  in  Jetties  of  Mine 
Run,  Martin’s  Ford,  Wilderness,  and  Spottsylvania,  where  he  was  wounded 
31  ay  12,  1804;  dis.  Mh)'  11,  1X65. 

Wm.  11  Beaman,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802;  wounded  at  Wilderness. 

L.  D.  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  I52d  Itegt.,  Sept.  1862;  deserted  Oct.  1863. 

Hiram  Whitmamh,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  jo2d  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1802;  in  battles  of  Mina 
ltim,  Martin’s  Ford,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  South  Anna, 
and  Cold  Harbor;  wounded  in  the  arm  and  hip;  dis.  June  18,  1SC5. 

Galen  II.  Tull,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  1520  Itegt.,  Sept.  1802;  in  battles  of  .Mine  Run, 
3Iartin’s  Ford,  Wilderness,  Sp«»tt!»yl vania,  and  Petersburg,  where  he  was 
captured;  died  in  prison,  Uc.^  18,  lbt/4,  at  Anderson ville. 

Freeland  Gardner,  enl.  in  3d  Artillery. 

John  Mills,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt,  Sept.  5,  1802;  deserted  Oct  1863. 

W'ui.  31ickle,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  132*1  Itegt.,  Sept.  1802;  discharged. 

Allen  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Itegt..  March,  1804. 

James  K. Straight,  enl.  ill  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  March,  18C4;  killed  at  Wilderness, 
31  ay,  1 8<>4- 

Jacoh  Wixilliart,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  March,  1804;  deserted. 

David  II.  Hilsinger,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  170th  Regt.,  Dec.  I,  1*02;  in  battle  of  La 
Fleck  Crossing,  La. ; dis.  Nov.  1803. 

George  W.  Coose,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  170th  Regt.,  Nov.  10,  1802;  dis.  Nov.  1, 1SG3. 

Garrett  Snediker,  enl.  in  Co.G,  lTGtli  Regt.,  Nov.  10, 13G2;  iu  battle  of  La  Fleck 
Crossiug.  La. ; dis.  Nov.  1,  1863. 

Warren  C.  Gardner, enl.  in  Co.  31,  3d  Light  Art.,  Oct.  1861. 

Wm.  M.  3iatin,  enl.  in  Co.  11,121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2;  dis.  for  disability. 

William  Graves, enl.  in  Co.  E, 2d  N.  V.  II.  Art.,  Nov. ‘22, 1863;  dis.  April  12,1864. 

Adelbert  C.  Fassette,  enl.  in  2d  L.  l*at.,  Nov.  15,  1801;  in  battles  of  Suffolk, 
Petersburg,  Chapin's  Farm,  Northeast  Station,  Fair  Oaks,  Fort  Fisher,  Wil- 
mington, Raleigh;  pro.  to  2d  lieut. ; res.  July  8,  I860. 

Edward  Graves,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  H.  Art.,  Nov. 22, 1863;  dis.  April  12, 1864. 

Allen  Dickerson,  enl.  Nov.  22, 1863. 

George  Belcher,  enl.  Nov.  22, 1861. 

Theodore  E.  Varce,  enl.  Nov.  22,  1863. 

Samuel  II.  Huchins,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  T.  II.  Art.,  Nov.  22, 1863;  in  battles  of 
Cold  Harlior,  Spottsylvania,  Reams'  Station,  Petersburg,  and  Deep  Bottom, 
where  he  lost  his  right  arm  ; dis.  Nov.  22. 1864. 

George  W.  Graves,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  3,  1864;  in  battle  of 
Spottsylvania ; wounded. 

Henry  Crandall,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  3,  18G4 ; wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania, 3Iay  19,  1864;  died  June  18,  1804. 

Calvin  3leClarg,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  1,  1804. 

Addison  A.  Gilbert,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864. 

George  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  H.  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1861. 

Benjamin  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  \\  H.  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1804. 

Wm.  K.  Wakefield,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  2d  N.  Y.  H.  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1864;  wounded  at 
Deep  Bottom. 

Lewis  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  IT.  Art.,  Jan.  4, 1864;  wounded. 

James  A.  Harris,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4,  1864;  died  at  Washing- 
Urn,  3lay  11,  1805. 

Damon  II.  3Iead,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  X.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  3,  1864;  in  battle  of 
Spottsylvania;  wounded  ami  dis.  Dec.  15,  1864. 

Henry  Gardner,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  4, 1864;  a member  of  reg. 
band,  and  in  all  the  battles. 

Xlenry  Ackley,  enl.  iu  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  H.  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1864;  wounded  at  Cold 
Harbor;  died  June  IS,  1864. 

Horace  C.  Richmond,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  IT.  Art.,  Jan.  4, 1804;  in  battles  of 
Cold  Harbor,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  and  Wilderness;  wounded  June 
17,  1864. 

Olney  Bailey,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  16,  1864;  dis.  May  16,  1804. 

James  L.  Blatchiey,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Dec.  31,  1S03 ; in  battles  of 
Hatcher’s  Run  and  Petersburg,  and  Lee’s  surrender;  dis.  Oct.  1,  I860. 

Daniel  G.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1804  ; died  June  17, 

1864,  at  Alexandria,  Va. 

Elisha  A.  Cooke,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  44th  Regt.,  August,  1861 ; in  battles  of  Yorktown, 
Hanover  Court-House,  and  Gaines’  Mills;  taken  prisoner  at  3Ialvern  Hill; 
paroled  and  dis.  N**v  20, 1862. 

Elisha  S.  Fisher,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  1-lst  Regt.,  Aug.  29,  1864  ; sent  to  post  band  at 
Hart’s  Island;  d:s.  31. iy,  1865. 

Win.  C.  Olin,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  12lst  R*gt.,  Aug.  27,  1804;  in  Rattles  of  Hatcher’s 
* Run,  Petersburg,  and  Sailor’s  Creek,  where  I10  was  wounded;  dis.  June  10, 

1865. 

Charles  N.  31orrill,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  29, 1865;  in  battles  of  Hat- 
cher’s Run  and  Petersburg,  and  bee’s  surrender;  dis.  July,  1*65. 

Egbert  Richardson,  enl.  In  Co.  L,  22<1  X.  Y.  Caw,  Jan.  5.  ISO! ; dis.  June,  1X65. 

Charles  II.  Goodsell,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  22  1 N.  Y.  Cav.,  Jan.  5,  1801;  taken  prisoner 
al  Chancellors  vi  lie,  May  25,  1S04;  exchanged  Feb.  15,  1865. 

Jam*-s  St.  John,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  42d  Itegt.,  June  1,  1802;  >1  is.  Aug.  20,  1m', 2. 

Philip  Gardner,  e il.  iu  Co.  D,  4 2d  lt-  gt.,  Jan.  1,  1802;  dis.  July,  1-uj. 

Charles  S.  Matt*  son,  enl.  in  70th  X.  Y.  Regt.,  Dec.  10,  1861  ; wounded  at  Gettys- 
burg; dis.  Oct.  11),  1803. 

Samuel  A.  Clark,  on),  in  Co.  L,22d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Jan.  5, 1804;  in  battles  of  Fisher’s 
Hill,  Cellar  Creek,  Winchester,  and  Waynesboro*. 

Orlow  W.  Coy,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  157th  Regt.,  Sept.  1863  ; dis.  Oct.  1865. 

Alonzo  Jenks,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  01st  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  ISG1 ; in  battles  of  Yorktown, 
Williamsburg,  and  Fair  Oaks,  whore  he  was  killed,  31ay  31,  1*02. 


Or: l Cooke,  enl.  in  1st  N.  Y.  Eng.,  Sept.  1,  1864;  dis.  July,  1865. 
j N ■twnn  Rowdish , I i«*u t.,  enl.  in  3d  N.  V'.  Art.,  Dec.  1801 ; resigned,  1863. 

E hih-v  lk*wdish,  enl.  in  3d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1861  ; deserted. 

, !•*"  re  W.  Varce,  enl.  in  3d  X.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1S61 ; dis.  Dec.  1*62. 
j J-mt  H-rr  iig,  enl.  in  4:kl  Regt.,  Aug.  1861;  killed  .it  Wilderness,  May.  IS64. 

1 W_ii*  Hilsinger,  enl.  in  43d  X.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  1861;  in  battles  of  Yorktown 
and  Williamsburg;  killed  at  Fredericksburg,  May  3, 1803. 

! rv  B.  Straight,  enl.  in  101st  Regt.,  Jan.  1882;  wounded  at  Bull  Run; 

died  on  steamboat. 

| lieurge  Woolhouse,  enl.  in  17 tD  N.  Y.  Inf.,  3tay,  1861 ; dis.  Feb.  1862;  re-enlist^i 
;rj  regular  army. 

J*:rUB  Kelsey,  enl.  in  17 tl*  X.  Y.  Inf.,  3Iay,  1861. 

Eiiward  Record,  enl.  in  16th  X.  Y.  Bat.,  Nov.  15, 1861;  discharged. 

Fls::ii  Spoor,  enl.  in  16th  Battery,  Nov.  18,  1861;  dis.  for  disability. 

P!l_  :•  Dicker,  enl.  in  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  1861;  dis.,  and  re-enlisted. 

WmS.  Hubbard,  enl.  in  76th  Regt.,  Aug.  1861  ; killed  (place  not  ascertained). 
B^s:  lamin  Perley,  enl.  in  76th  Regt.,  Dec.  1861 ; dis.  Jan.  1862. 

A :i_»on  Spoor,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  22d  X.  Y.  Cav.,  Jan.  5,  1804;  dis.  1605. 

W J.  Green,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record, 
n H.  Winjg,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record. 

Slawson,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record. 

M.  Brown,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record. 

SeyTmore  Knap,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record. 

Gei.'-ge  Patterson,  enl.  Jan.  1864  ; no  record. 

II  x”_!and  Cooly,  enl.  Jan.  1864  ; no  record. 

E.  3L.  Merrill,  enl.  Jan.  1864;  no  record. 

Adiii-i  n Gardner,  enl.  Jan.  1804;  no  record. 

Wzl_  Bills,  enl.  Sept.  1801 ; no  record. 

G*. ■■■ire  Johnson,  enl.  1864  ; no  record. 

R.  L-zrt  Hustmi,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

J ojz  Willis,  enl.  Sept.  1S64;  no  record. 

ALe.7  Franklin,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Gei.rre  Washington,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Henry  Woodhaw,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Wax.  Armstrong,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Du—  : Harris,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

R *rrt  Ileleins,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

So-uirack  Henderson,  enl.  Sept.  1S64;  no  record. 

S ur.^-rl  Gibson,  enl.  Sept.  1664;  no  record. 

b Watts,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Joka  W,  Thomas,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Juha  Menon,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Wgi_  A.  Allen,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Johns  Middleton,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Jack.  Li  gwood,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

J.\n>es  Roberts,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Lemuel  S.  Potter,  enl.  Sept.  1804 ; no  record. 

Joseph  Wicks,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Hen ry  Williams,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Jenkins,  enl.  Sept.  1664;  no  record. 

Wm.  Reynolds,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Frcn-ris  Smith,  enl.  Sept.  1S64  ; no  record. 

J ig-4*  W.  Hopkins,  enl.  Sept.  1864 ; no  record. 

George  Fears,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Gtot^t  Williams,  enl.  Sept.  1864  ; no  record. 

Ali-rn  Davenport,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

G^:~xc  Fork,  enl.  Sept.  1664;  no  record. 

Wm.  Brow  n,  enl.  Sept.  1804;  no  record. 

Wm.  Katcock, enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Wdiis  Smith,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Thonaas  E.  Ross,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

H-n^y  Starts,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Cli.'ii*.  ■;  her  Young,  enl.  Sept.  1864;  no  record. 

Eiisha  Gibson,  enl.  Sept.  1804  ; no  record. 

Leggett,  enl.  Sept.  1S64  ; no  reconl. 

31:  ..ic’.  K*-sst,  enl.  Sept.  1>64;  no  record. 

J hr.  Fri'den,  enl.  Sept.  1865;  no  record. 

Tlem-is  Tente,  enl.  Sept.  1805 ; 110  record. 

August  Meyer,  enl.  S -pt.  1865 ; no  record. 

Wm.  J nes,  enl.  Sept.  I860;  no  record. 

Wm.  Eiake,  enl.  Sept.  1865;  no  record. 

31-chael  Uandun,  enl.  Sept.  I8G0  ; no  reconl. 

Wm.  Kelly,  Sept.  1865;  no  reconl. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 

Daniel  Sheldon,  enl.  Jan.  1865;  no  record. 

Wim  Ticket,  enl.  Jan.  1865;  uo  record. 


. 
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MRS.  HUDSON  SLEEPER. 


HUDSON  SLEEPER. 


Hudson  Sleeper  was  born  in  the  town  of  Laurens,  Otsego 
N.  Y.,  July  2S,  1S02.  His  father,  Joseph  Sleeper, 
■ a"  born  in  New  Jersey,  Burlington  county,  in  17G5. 
In  ne  Frisbee  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Litchfield  county, 
August,  1773.  His  grandfather,  John  Sleeper,  w;is  born  in 
N’<  «r  Jersey,  Aug.  14,  1731.  Hannah  Sleeper  was  born 
March  13,  1735. 

He  came  to  Otsego  County  about  1774,  he  being  one 
• the  family  of  nine  children.  His  father  was  influenced 
' Ihvd  A Co.  to  come  to  Otsego  County,  and  settle  upon 
* ,-*-rtu  of  300  acres,  which  they  gave  him  to  come  and 
' add  mills.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was  driven 
•r”tu  his  home  by  the  Seneca  Indians.  After  an  absence 
‘ 1 |,‘x  years  he  returned  to  his  original  location,  and  added 
his  farm  1700  acres  more,  rnakiug  in  all  2000  acres. 
H‘  lived  in  the  wilderness  until  his  death,  Nov.  24,  1794. 
^ | h II.  Sleeper  came  with  his  father  to  Otsego  County 

1*74;  lived  with  his  father  until  the  age  of  twenty- 


one;  then  commenced  clearing  land  where  Hudson  now 
lives;  kept  bachelor’s  hall  three  years. 

In  1790  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Irene,  daughter 
of  Captain  Greekson  Frisbee,  of  Cherry  Valley.  Of  this 
union  were  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Cynthia,  Jonathan, 
Lucy,  Reuben,  Lydia, — Lydia,  the  second, — Morris,  Hiram, 
and  Hannah;  of  whom  three  are  living,  viz.,  Hiram,  Han- 
nah, and  Hudson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  born.  IIe  was  united  in  marriage  to 
M iss  Manda,  daughter  of  Daniel  Weller.  Of  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  viz.:  Caroline  Eliza  was  born  Jan 
9,  1833;  Charlotte  was  born  Nov.  12,  183S;  Julia  was 
born  Jan.  14,  1S40;  only  one  of  whom  are  living.  Julia 
was  married  to  Elias  Cosscllcr,  May  2,  1SG3. 

Hudson  Sleeper  is  in  good  health  at  the  age  ot’  seventy- 
five,  and  respected  by  all.  Politically  a Democrat.  Has 
voted  fifty-four  times. 
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CHAPTER  XLY. 

TOWN  OF  MARYLAND. 

Geographical—' Topographical— Fir>t  Settlers— Their 

t Initial  Ev.-nts — Ineirlents — The  First  Town-Meeting — 

rrt  Fleeted Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  IMIS  to  1S78 

Pfr-wnt  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — 
Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuation — Population. 

This  n>wn  was  formed  from  the  old  town  of  Worcester, 
.},uh  was  set  off  from  Cherry  Valley  in  1797.  Mary- 
lit;.]  was  organized  March  25,  1S08.  It  lies  on  the  south 
;lt»c  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north, 
hr  West  ford;  on  the  east,  by  Worcester;  on  the  south,  by 
lvUware  county;  and  on  the  west,  by  Milford.  The 
j riiu  ipal  stream  is  the  Schenevus  creek,  which  flows  south- 
wi>t  through  the  town.  Elk  creek  and  several  smaller 
»t reams  are  tributaries.  The  surface  consists  chiefly  of  a 
hillv  upland,  broken  by  ravines.  The  soil  is  a sandy  loam, 
and  well  adapted  to  grazing. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  dates  back  to  1790,  eight 
y.-ars  prior  to  its  organization,  when  those  sturdy  pioneers, 
Israel,  Elephas,  and  Phineas  Spencer,  and  Elisha  Chamber- 
lain,  threaded  their  way  into  the  wilderness,  aud  located  in 
the  vicinity  uow  known  as  the  Maryland  Station  on  the 
mil  road. 

The' first  settlers  near  where  Chaseville  is  now  located 
were  Jotham  Houghton  and  two  sons,  Jerehamel  and 
lhiniel.  The  latter  was  a captain  in  the  war  of  1S12. 

Two  sons  of  Daniel  reside  in  the  town.  Daniel  D.  re- 
sides at  Chaseville,  and  Eliphalet  E.  is  a physician  in  the 
village  of  Schenevus,  where  he  has  practiced  nearly  a quarter 
of  a century. 

Wilder,  Ezekiel,  and  John  Rice  came  in  soon  after,  and 
located  in  this  vicinity.  Coincident  with  this  settlement 
was  that  of  Caleb  Boynton,  who  located  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  town,  aud  Joseph  Howe,  who  settled  in  Elk 
Creek.  . 

Early  settlers  and  large  land-owners  were  Josiah  Chase 
and  J oshua  Bigelow.  These  active  pioneers  came  into  the 
town  in  1791j  and  purchased  a tract  of  land  containing 
1000  acres.  They  each  erected  a log  house;  the  for- 
mer on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  house  of  Albert 
Barney,  and  the  latter  on  the  premises  owned  by  S.  R. 
Slingerland.  The  Chase  lot  was  subsequently  divided  by  a 
line  extending  north  and  south,  and  a portion  of  the  western 
part  was  sold  to  John  Tuthill,  a pioneer,  who  settled  soon 
after  Chase,  and  south  of  him,  on  the  same  lot,  located 
Daniel  Seaver,  who  married  a daughter  of  Chase. 

Other  early  occupants  of  the  Bigelow  tract  were  Asa 
Houghtou,  Peter  Roman,  and  Edward  Goddard. 

l he  year  1794  witnessed  the  arrival  of  many  pioneers, 
prominent  among  whom  were  John  Thompson  and  his  two 
s“ii>  John  and  Janies,  from  Columbia  county.  They  located 
to  ar  the  foot  of  “ Cromhorn.”  A son  of  John  Thompson, 
•Jr  , named  John  T.,  resides  in  Schenevus.  lie  has  repre- 
’'•■utod  his  town  in  the  hoard  of  supervisors  four  terms, 
the  first  of  which  was  in  the  year  IMS.  James  M.,  a son 
•d  John  T.,  is  a merchant  in  the  village  of  Schenevus ; has 
officiated  as  supervisor  six  terms,  lour  of  which  were  in 
Mtecessiou. 


One  of  the  greatest  inconveniences  met  by  the  pioneers 
in  almost  every  portion  of  the  country  was  the  want  of  mills 
for  grinding  grain.  In  this  town,  however,  this  want  was 
felt  but  a few  years,  for  as  early  as  1794  those  enterprising 
pioneers,  Israel  and  Eliphas  Spencer,  erected  a mill,  which 
stood  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  mills  at  Maryland 
Station.  The  erection  of  this  mill  occasioned  much  rejoicing, 
as  the  long  and  wearisome  journeys  to  Cherry  Valley  and 
Schoharie,  in  “ going  to  mill,”  were  no  longer  necessary. 
This  was  the  first  substantial  improvement  in  the  new  set- 
tlement, and  the  pioneers,  who  had  left  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  eastern  homes,  no  doubt  felt  that  with  such 
enterprising  men  the  embryo  settlement  would  not  long  l»e 
without  those  improvements  which  betoken  a progressive 
advancement,  and  such  was  the  result.  The  tide  of  immi- 
gration set  in,  clearings  were  made,  taverns,  saw-mills,  and 
other  evidences  of  civilization  soon  became  numerous,  and 
not  much  time  elapsed  ere  that  portion  of  the  old  town  of 
Worcester  now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  Mary- 
land was  peopled  by  a sturdy  and  intelligent  population. 

At  about  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  Spencer  mills, 
Jotham  Houghton  built  a saw-mill  near  Chaseville.  This, 
however,  was  abandoned,  as  water  could  not  be  obtained  at 
this  point  without  doing  damage  to  surrounding  property, 
and  he  finally  erected  it  near  the  grist-mill  of  the  Spencers. 

The  grist-mill  was  built  under  the  supervision  of  Phineas 
Spencer,  a cousin  of  Israel  and  Eliphas,  who  was  the 
pioneer  carpenter.  He  was  a useful  man  in  the  vicinity, 
and  was  not  only  the  first  carpenter,  but  the  first  mason, 
chair-,  cabinet-,  plow-,  and  cofiin-maker.  It  is  said  that 
during  a number  of  years  he  made  the  coffins  for  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  would  receive  no  remuneration  for 
his  labor.  These  primitive  burial-cases  were  usually  made 
of  pine  boards,  and  colored  black  by  a solution  of  water 
with  the  ashes  of  straw.  The  first  death  in  the  town  was 
that  of  a step-daughter  of  Phineas  Spencer,  the  first  wife  of 
Josiah  Chase.  Her  death  occurred  in  the  summer,  and  the 
remains  wore  borne  on  a bier  by  neighbors  to  the  cemetery 
near  Maryland  Station,  a distance  of  seven  miles.  James 
Wilscy,  who  died  in  1S72,  aged  ninety-two  years,  was  one 
of  the  bearers.  This  was  the  customary  practice,  as  hearses 
were  unknown,  and  it  was  withal  considered  an  act  of  re- 
spect. 

In  the  early  times  the  latch-string  of  almost  every  cabin 
was  out,  where  the  traveler  might  find  accommodation  n r 
a night’s  rest,  but  the  first  regular  public-house  was  k-  t t 
by  Josiah  Chase,  familiarly  known  as  “•  Landlord  ( . 
This  was  a log  building,  and  occupied  the  site  of  the  pn-s- 
eut  residence  of  J.  T.  Thompson,  Esq.  It  is  said  that  the 
strength  of  “ Landlord  Chase’s”  lungs  was  such  that  he 
could  be  distinctly  heard  a distance  of  three  miles  or  nn  re. 
In  corroboration  of  this  statement,  it  is  said  that  a little 
son  of  his  one  day  mounted  a tame  colt  that  was  rutin  n .• 
loose  in  the  pasture,  and  after  making  several  •ircu‘> 
the  field,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the  youngster.  :t  r - 
doubled  its  pace,  and  seemed  about  to  enter  the  adj  ni'  -' 
woods.  The  father,  witnessing  the  scene,  shouted.  " M:  k 
j to  him,  ’Siah  I Stick  to  him  ! Stick  to  him.  Siah  I a:  1 
his  voice  was  heard  by  those  living  three  miles  distant,  in 
I the  present  town  of  Worcester. 
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Samuel  T.,  a grandson  of  Landlord  Chase,  was  a mer- 
chant in  the  village  of  Schenevus  nearly  a quarter  of  a 
century.  He  died  in  js>7G,  and  his  family  are  residents  of 
the  village. 

Prominent  among  the  pioneers  who  came  into  this  locality 
in  1705  were  Nathaniel  Rose  and  Samuel  Hotchkin.  The 
former  opened  a public-house  near  the  Maryland  station. 
His  sons  were  Jesse,  Warren,  Elon,  Ithamer,  Jacob,  and 
Nathan.  Only  one  survives,  Ithamer,  who  resides  in  this 
town.  Jesse  was  a leading  citizen,  resided  at  Chaseville. 
He  was  supervisor  as  early  as  1S29,  and  officiated  in  that 
capacity  five  years,  and  was  also  county  clerk. 

The  locality  known  as  Chaseville,  originally  called  Rose- 
ville, was  first  settled  by  Jerahauiel  Houghton,  who  built 
the  house  subsequently  known  as  the  Carpenter  House,  in 
the  basement  of  which  he  opened  a store  as  early  as  1794. 
He  soon  after  built  an  asliery,  and  manufactured  potash, 
and  was  an  active  business  man.  He  w’as  colonel  in  the 
militia,  and  his  house  was  a popular  rendezvous  for  the 
general  trainings,  which  were  held  on  a clearing  near  by. 
He  disposed  of  his  interests  at  Chaseville,  in  1814,  to  Na- 
thaniel Carpenter,  and  removed  to  Ohio. 

An  honored  pioneer  was  Amos  Spencer,  who,  with  his 
father,  came  from  Columbia  county  in  about  the  year  1798, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  known  as  the  Spencer  homestead, 
west' of  Maryland  station,  now  occupied  by  two  grandsons, 
Israel  and  Joseph  Speucer.  His  family  consisted  of  the 
following^  viz. : Ithamer,  Simeon,  Deborah,  Isaac,  John, 
Nathan,  Uriah,  and  Desire,  the  wife  of  Sandford  Babcock, 
and  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family.  The  fol- 
lowing children  of  these  early  settlers  are  living:  Horace, 
son  of  Simeon;  Catherine,  wife  of  E.  S.  Burnside;  Olive 
It.,  wife  of  the  late  Henry  L.  Marble;  Amos  D. ; Caroline, 
wife  of  Hiram  Banner;  and  Mary,  wife  of  John  M. 
Talmadge, — children  of  Nathan.  Children  of  Uriah  are 
Philip  D. ; Israel;  Martha  A.,  wife  of  Sanders  Gurney; 
George  M.,  John  U.,  and  Joseph. 

The  old  house  on  the  Spencer  homestead,  which  was 
built  by  Deacon  Amos  Spencer  in  a very  early  day,  and 
occupied  by  him  as  a tavern,  is  still  standing,  and  the  old 
sign  is  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  It  is  of  wood, 
about  three  feet  square,  painted  red,  with  white  figures. 
On  one  side  is  a sword,  and  the  inscription,  li  A.  Spencer  a 
Inn ,”  and  the  other  side  is  ornamented  with  an  “ eagle” 
and  the  inscription,  “A.  Spencer,  1802.”  Amos  Spencer 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  having  entered  the 
service  at  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Edward  Goddard  came  into  the  town  in  about  the  year 
1793,  and  located  on  lands  now  owned  by  Peter  Bedeau, 
north  of  Schenevus.  He  was  an  active  and  influential 
pioneer;  was  the  first  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  officiated 
in  that  capacity  successively  until  lSlti,  and  at  various 
times  fourteen  years.  His  family  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing, viz.:  Warren,  William,  Samuel,  Betsey,  and  Hannah. 
Warren  is  deceased.  A daughter  of  his,  wife  of  Samuel 
II  ubbard,  resides  near  the  old  homestead.  William  is  a 
resident  of  New  Jersey:  a daughter,  Lorancia,  wife  of  I. 
Snnekhammer,  lives  in  this  town,  one  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  still  another  in  New  Jersey.  Samuel  resides  in  Onc- 
onta,  and  has  two  children,  Warren  and  Elvira.  Betsey 


married  Reuben  Fellows;  their  children  are  Edward  R. 
Fellows,  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  II.  Dunham,  and  Diania, 
wife  of  Woodbury  K.  Cook.  The  children  of  Hannah, 
who  married  Levi  Y.  Boardman,  are  Edward,  who  resides 
in  Philadelphia,  Levi,  deceased,  and  Eliza,  wife  of  S.  II. 
Gurney,  Esq.,  the  present  postmaster  at  Schenevus.  Mr. 
Gurney  has  discharged  the  duties  of  postmaster  nearly 
twenty  years,  is  a present  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  rep- 
resented his  town  in  the  board  of  supervisors.  Levi  V. 
Boardm.  n resides  in  Schenevus,  and  was  supervisor  of  the 
town  as  early  as  184G.  Levi,  deceased,  had  also  served  as 
supervisor. 

Stephen  Brown  was  an  honored  pioneer  who  came  from 
Albany  county  in  180G,  and  located  on  lands  now  owned 
by  Warren  Bennett.  His  family  consisted  of  Stephen, 
David,  Amos  H.,  Lucy,  Abbey,  and  Elminu.  David  died 
in  Pennsylvania;  Stephen  and  Amos  H.  resided  here  until 
their  death.  The  former  died  in  1872,  and  the  latter  in 
1875.  Amos  II.  Brown  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  county.  He  was  supervisor  of  Maryland  several  years, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  He  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  in  Schenevus,  in 
copartnership  with  Hon.  George  W.  Chase.  His  family- 
consisted  of  the  following  members,  viz.,  Carlton,  Harvey 
W.,  Hamilton,  Emily  A.,  Maria,  and  Elizabeth.  Carlton 
and  Harvey  W.  are  residents  of  the  town,  and  both  have 
served  as  supervisors ; Harvey  W.  has  also  been  sheriff  of 
the  county  ; Hamilton  is  deceased;  Emily  A.  was  the  wife 
of  Hon.  E.  E.  Ferrey  ; both  are  deceased;  Maria  married 
Julian  Ferrey,  of  Schenevus  ; and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Chas.  S.  Brown,  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Ebenezer  Houghton  was  an  early  settler.  His  sons  were 
Ebenezer,  Rufus,  Jonas,  and  Joel.  Edward,  a sou  of  Jonas, 
resides  in  the  town. 

The  first  house  erected  within  the  corporation  of  the 
present  flourishing  village  of  Schenevus  was  in  1793,  by 
one  Sisko.  It  was  a log  building,  and  opened  as  a tavern, 
occupying  the  site  of  the  upper  hotel. 

Silas  and  Luther  Follett  were  worthy  pioneers  who  emi- 
grated from  the  “ Granite  State”  to  this  town  in  about  1791. 
Luther  settled  in  Schenevus,  where  a son,  Halsey,  still  re- 
sides. The  latter  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz., 
J.  Henry  Follett,  a surgeon-dentist,  residing  in  Schenevus  ; 
Ashley,  a physician  in  Earleville,  Madison  county.  One 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  Fred  E.  Page,  and  the  other  of 
Hon.  Azro  Chase.  Mr.  Chase  was  supervisor  in  1S74-75, 
and  is  a present  member  of  assembly  from  this  county. 

The  Burnsides  were  also  pioneers. 

James  Burnside  was  a captain  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  died  from  fatigue  in  battle.  He  had  two  sons, 
Evert  and  Samuel.  They  owned  a farm  together  in  the 
town  of  Bethlehem,  Albany  Co.,  which  they  sold,  and 
moved  to  Otsego  County  in  1890.  Evert  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  grandson,  W.  II.  Burnside,  two  miles 
east  of  Cooperstown  Junction,  where  ho  (Evert  ) died  in 
1 S34.  Samuel  moved  into  .Milford,  near  the  Susquehanna, 
at  Colliersvillc,  and  was  the  father  of  General  S.  S.  Burn- 
side. of  Oneonta.  When  these  brothers  came  there  lived 
between  the  now  village  of  Maryland  and  the  Susque- 
hanna river  Jonathan  Milks,  James  Morehouse,  Nathan 
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Deacon  Amos  Spencer,  and  Cyrus  Brown.  When 
K-jomi  A.  Spencer  came,  in  about  1794,  there  was  but  one 
! uh',  that  of  James  Morehouse.  Evert.  Burnside  had 
* ion  children, — Deborah,  wife  of  Leonard  Baker,  of  Mil- 
f.pl  deceased;  Nicholas,  deceased,  of  Illinois;  James  E., 
Jrvvx'ed,  of  Iowa;  Evert  S.,  now  a farmer  adjoining  the 
^,J  homestead,  where  his  son,  W.  H.  Burnside;  lives;  Mar- 
-»rvt.  wife  of  II.  D.  Spencer,  deceased  ; Ann,  wife  of  Jacob 
lhctx,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  ; and  Amos,  deceased,  of  Mary- 
land. Evert  S.  has  four  sons.  All  live  in  town  near  the 
fcrrrl  Burnside  homestead. 

John  Burnside  came  from  New  Scotland,  Albany  Co., 
in  1802  or  1803,  and  located  on  the  Worden  farm,  now 
occupied  and  owned  by  Joseph  Blanchard.  Fie  had  three 
^ns, — “ Big”  Gloud  fa  hunter),  Samuel,  and  John.  Gloud 
lived  to  old  age,  and  died  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
A daughter,  wife  of  Edward  Houghton,  lives  in  this  town; 
Samuel  died  in  1836,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son, 
J.  C.  Burnside;  John,  Jr.,  had  a large  family;  Samuel 
had  a large  family;  James  C.  and  Sally,  wife  of  J.  T. 
Thompson,  of  Schenevus,  reside  in  town.  Ephraim,  father 
of  Do  Witt  Burnside,  lived  north  of  the  village  of  Mary- 
land ; was  a cousin  of  Evert.  Gloud  T.  (son  of  Thomas, 
who  settled  near  the  Susquehanna  soon  after  1S()0)  settled 
near  the  Worden  farm ; had  sis  sons, — Thomas,  now  of 
Otego,  Otsego  Co. ; Isaac,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Claudius,  now  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin ; and  Wilson,  of 
the  State  of  Illinois ; John  and  Washington,  the  last  two, 
now  live  in  town,  north  of  Maryland  village. 

. “ The  first  marriage,”  says  A.  Hotchin’s  History,  “ was 
that  of  Amizi  Whitney  to  Sally  Boynton,  and  the  next, 
Daniel  Seaver  and  a daughter  of  Landlord  Chase  ; but  the 
earliest  record  found  of  a marriage  is  that  of  Samuel 
Ilotchkin  and  Mary  (then  called  Polly)  Spencer,  in  January, 
1S04. 

“ The  earliest  records  of  a school  taught  was  by  Mary, 
or  as  then  called  Polly  Spencer,  near  Maryland  Statiou,  and 
the  second  by  Luna  Chamberlain. 

“ The  first  birth  is  claimed  to  have  been  that  of  Warren 
Goddard,  and  the  next  that  of  Hannah  Seaver;  but  it  is 
also  said  that  Leafy  Seaver  was  the  first  birth  after  the 
town  was  set  off  from  Worcester,  and  that  she  received  her 
appropriate  name  from  the  fact  of  her  having  been  born  in 
a leafy  forest. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  John  Rice,  who  was  killed 
by  the  falling  of  a tree.” 

A prominent  pioneer,  and  one  closely  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  locality,  was  David  Benedict,  of  honored 
memory,  who  came  from  Danburyr,  Conn.,  and  settled  here 
in  about  1803.  He  was  a large  land-owner,  being  the  pro- 
prietor of  1000  acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity.  His  son, 
Philur  Benedict,  was  also  an  enterprising  man,  and  left  an 
honored  posterity.  His  family, consisted  of  the  following : 
Clarissa,*  wife  of  E.  Boardman  ; D.  E.*  ; Sarah  A.,  widow 
ot  Seth  II.  Case,  who  resides  in  Schenevus;  Elvira  B.,  wife 
<>!  Nathan  Clark,  resides  in  Illinois;  Emily  became  the  wife 
of  L.  W.  Kelley,  both  of  whom  are  deceased  ; Philor  is  a 
practicing  attorney  in  the  village  of  Schenevus,  and  present 


* Deceased. 


district  attorney  of  Otsego  County;  Ada  A.,  wife  of  M. 
M.  Clark,  resides  in  Missouri.  The  name  of  Benedict  has 
been  honorably  associated  with  the  history  of  this  place 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  century,  and  the 
house  known  as  the  Eastern  or  Benedict  tavern  was  kept  bv 
David  Benedict  in  18(1.),  and  prior  thereto  by  his  brother 
Obadiah,  from  whom  it  derived  its  name,  and  retains  it  to 
the  present  time. 

The  first  physician  in  Schenevus  was  Joseph  Carpenter, 
who  settled  in  about  the  year  1812.  Since  that  time  the 
following  have  practiced  medicine  here : Thomas  Lawver, 
E.  E.  Houghton,  Peter  Simmons,  and  H.  W.  Boorn.  Drs. 
Houghton  and  Boorn  are  resident  practitioners. 

The  first  attorneyf  in  Schenevus  was  E.  E.  Ferry,  who 
commenced  practice  in  about  1840,  and  continued  in  the 
active  duties  of  his  profession  until  within  a few  vears  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S77.  The  next  attorney  was 
Hamilton  Brown,  now  deceased.  The  present  attomevs 
are  Philor  Benedict,  Chas.  II.  Graham,  Julius  R.  Thomp- 
son, and  Geo.  M.  Spencer. 

Schenevus  was  originally  called  Jacksonboro’,  and  in 
1829  a post-office  of  that  name  was  established  here,  and 
Joseph  Carpenter  appointed  postmaster.  The  name  of  the 
office  and  village  was  changed  to  Schenevus  some  time  prior 
to  1840,  and  E.  E.  Ferry  appointed  postmaster.  Post- 
masters from  that  time  to  the  present  have  been  as  follows ; 
George  W.  Chase,  Amos  n.  Brown,  Carlton  Brown,  Levi 
Boardman,  and  S.  II.  Gurney,  the  present  incumbent. 

A pioneer  merchant  was  Peter  Johns,  who  came  from 
Hudson,  Columbia  county,  in  1S16,  and  opened  a store  in 
the  Benedict  House. 

The  following  glimpse  of  this  mercantile  establishment, 
and  its  clerk.  Isaac  Slingerland,  is  taken  from  A.  Hotch- 
kin’s  History  of  Marylaud,  as  related  by  Mr.  Slingerland : 

“ Five  wagons  brought  the  goods  from  the  city,  and  him- 
self, a lad  of  about  fifteen  years,  had  charge  of  the  goods 
and  the  store  for  some  months  afterward.  Arriving  at 
Todd’s  tavern,  four  miles  east  from  their  destination,  near 
night,  they  were  told  by  the  tavern  functionary  that  they 
were  on  the  wrong  road,  some  twenty  miles  from  Benedict’s 
tavern  ; that  it  was  over  South  Hill,  and  the  nearest  inn 
was  twelve  miles  away.  But,  mistrusting  it  a falsehood  to 
detain  them,  they  drove  on  and  arrived  at  Benedict’s  in  the 
evening,  putting  their  wagon  and  goods  in  a yard  for  the 
night.  A change  from  city  to  country  life  soon  produced 
homesickness,  and  a change  of  diet  nothiug  bettered  it.  A 
standing  dish  at  table  was  salt  pork,  fattened  ou  • 
(beechnuts),  aud  the  landlady  (four  years  after  his  mother- 
in-law)  was  unable  to  get  it  on  the  table  in  little  better 
shape  than  rinds  and  grease. 

“ In  the  sugar  season  he  was  told  that  trees  yielded  a sap 
which  produced  sugar,  and,  on  eating  molasses  made  from 
sap,  his  marvelousness  was  further  excited,  and  to  such  a 
degree  that  he  inquired  the  process  of  obtain imr  the  -ap, 
and  being  informed,  and  furnished  with  tools  and  imple- 
ments to  tap  the  trees  and  vessels  to  catch  the  sap.  he 
bounded  forth  in  high  glee,  and  in  time  returned  and  joy- 


f It  is  stated  in  liotchkin’s  History  that  S.  S.  Burnside  *v .is  :t>e 
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fully  reported  the  number  of  trees  he  had  tapped.  But 
wet  blankets  sometimes  dampen  or  put  out  the  flames  of 
joy.  I'll ilo  Benediet,  who  had  given  him  the  molasses,  and 
so  greatly  elevated  his  spirits  and  his  joys,  when  he  re- 
turned from  the  woods  where  his  and  the  other  trees  were 
tapped,  reported  the  fact  that  the  trees  tapped  by  Isaac  were 
all  hemlock,  dead  anil  dry.  Slingerland,  after  his  marriage, 
for  a short  time  had  a store  in  Westford ; but  his  mother 
soon  after  purchased  a portion  of  the  Roman  farm,  and  in 
1825  erected  a dwelling  on  the  corner  formed  by  the  Elk 
creek  and  Schencvus  creek  roads,  in  which  Isaac  kept  goods 
for  sale.  ‘ On  this  farm,’  he  says,  ‘ I was  intending  to  have 
a fine  piece  of  corn,  and  when  planting  it  Mary  (his  wife) 
came,  and  in  a surprised  manner  asked  how  l planted  it.  I 
replied  that  I put  a handful  of  corn  in  each  hill ; where- 
upon she,  taking  the  hoe,  placed  four  and  five  kernels  in  a 
hill  and  covered  it.” 

The  building  in  which  John’s  store  was  opened  was  pur- 
chased by  Daniel  Houghton,  in  1822,  and  removed. 

The  next  regular  merchant  who  offered  his  wares  for  sale  in 
this  village  was  Colonel  Magher,  of  Cherry  Valley,  in  about 
the  year  1830,  in  the  building  now  occupied  as  a dwelling 
by  the  family  of  the  late  E.  E.  Ferrey. 

Ezekiel  Miller  and  Amos  II.  Brown  commenced  mer- 
cantile business  in  about  1831,  in  the  building  now  occu- 
pied'by  J.  Carpenter  as  a dwelling  on  Main  street,  west 
of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1832,  Miller  & Brown 
erected  a store  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  post-office, 
where  they  continue  their  business. 

Various  small  enterprises  in  those  early  days,  such  as 
cooper-  and  tailor-shops,  etc.,  sprang  into  existence  from 
time  to  time,  but  the  first  substantial  improvement  in  the 
manufacturing  line  was  the  erection  of  the  grist-mill,  in 
1827,  by  Eli  Howe  and  Philor  Benedict,  which  occupied 
the  site  of  the  present  mills  owned  by  Guy  A Foliett. 
John  Howe  soon  after  built  a saw-mill  near  by.  The  first 
hardware-  and  tin-shop  was  opened  in  1844  by  Hotchkin  & 
Swarthout. 

Schencvus  gradually  improved,  and  the  completion  of  the 
Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad  ushered  in  an  important 
epoch  in  its  history.  The  business  of  the  village  rapidly- 
increased,  and  it  soon  became  one  of  the  leading  towns  on 
the  line  of  the  road.  June  6,  1870,  it  took  upon  itself 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  an  incorporated  town,  and 
is  the  only  incorporated  village  within  the  State  that  is  free 
from  debt.  Notably  among  those  who  labored  for  its  incor- 
poration was  Charles  11.  Graham,  Esq. 

The  first  trustees  were  E.  E.  Ferrey,  president ; A.  C. 
De  Long,  Chas.  Stcrer,  Wellington  E.  Orippeu  ; Philor 
Befiedict,  clerk. 

1871. — E.  E.  Ferrey,  president ; Chas.  Stever,  Chester 
Gurney,  John  Fields,  trustees ; Philor  Benedict,  clerk  until 
June,  when  Chas.  II.  Graham  was  appointed. 

1872— A.  C.  Delong,  president ; 11.  M.  Hanor,  W.  J. 
Merrihcw,  Julian  Ferrey,  trustees;  Chas.  II.  Graham, 
clerk. 

1873.  — L.  T.  Brown,  president;  John  Fields,  L.  Water- 
man, Jos.  Robinson,  trustees;  Julius  11.  Thompson,  clerk. 

1874.  — Timothy  Parsons,  president ; J.  E.  Tyler,  W.  J. 
Merrihcw,  Geo.  E.  Guy,  trustees;  8.  II.  Gurney,  clerk. 


1875. — Philor  Benedict,  president;  Jos.  B.  Robin-.- 
Julian  Ferrey,  Oscar  P.  Toombs,  trustees;  S.  II.  Gurn-v. 
clerk. 

187G. — W.  J.  Merrihew,  president;  A.  C.  Delong.  Cha- 
II.  Graham,  Thos.  Page,  trustees, — the  two  latter  were 
elected  for  two  years ; O.  F.  Lane,  clerk. 

1877. — Joseph  B.  Robinson,  president;  R.  C.  Wilson, 
trustee,  two  years  ; 0.  F.  Lane,  clerk. 

The  village  has  a population  of  about  800,  contains  two 
churches,  — Methodist  and  Baptist,  — and  the  following 
business  interests:  attorneys-at-law,  Philor  Benedict.  Chas. 
II.  Graham,  J.  R.  Thompson,  and  Geo.  M.  Spencer  ; physi- 
cians, E.  E.  Houghton  and  H.  Vr.  Boorn  ; surgeon  den- 
tist, J.  Henry  Foliett;  bank,  Peter  H.  Mitchell  A Co.. — 
bank  founded  by  Thompson,  Chester  & Co.  in  1870; 
Schcnevns  Monitor , S.  J.  Douglass  editor  and  proprietor; 
postmaster,  S.  II.  Gurney ; dry-goods  and  general  stores,  J. 
M.  Thompson,  J.  McIIarg,  C.  M.  Wade,  S.  Strauss  . drugs. 
J.  M.  Thompson,  J.  McHarg;  hardware,  Mills  A Gleason  ; 
clothing,  W.  II.  Bennett ; groceries,  books,  etc.,  A.  J.  Bates : 
boots  and  shoes,  Cleveland  & Wr right;  justice  of  the  peace. 
S.  II.  Gurney;  jewelry,  J.  T.  Welton  ; photographer,  E.  E. 
Brownell ; music-teachers,  F.  E.  Page,  Milo  Kelley,  and 
Mrs.  J.  Mills;  marble-works,  Aylesworth  & Gurney,  Toombs 
& Lake;  furniture,  etc.,  S.  II.  Walker,  Ferrey  & Butts; 
bedstead-manufacturers,  Ferrey  & Guy ; mills,  Guy  A Fol- 
iett, E.  E.  Ferrey  estate ; boots  and  shoes,  G.  H.  Spencer, 
H.  Wilcox,  and  E.  Flynn  ; harness:  L.  Waterman  ; carriage- 
manufacturers,  P.  Brown.  T.  L.  Brown,  F.  T.  Starr,  H.  E. 
Carpenter;  carpenters,  J.  P.  Manning,  John  Chase,  F. 
Rurey ; tannery,  R.  II.  Gleason  ; blacksmiths,  H.  Foliett, 
Seward  A Noonen,  W.  O.  Mills,  P.  Brow-n,  31.  O Brian; 
cooper,  P.  J.  Brady ; meat-markets,  Hawver  A Griffin. 
Julian  Hubbard;  painters,  W.  J.  Merrihew,  31.  Kelley, 
W.  Kelley,  John  Wight ; livery,  P.  W.  Brown;  milliners, 
3Irs.  G.  C.  Guy,  3Irs.  G.  Wright,  3Iiss  A.  D.  Gilland, 
3Irs.  B.  S.  3Iorehouse,  Schermerhorn  Tice  ; bakery,  J.  W. 
Sullivan ; barber,  T.  W.  Enories ; there  is  also  an  excel- 
lent band  of  music  in  the  village,  called  the  Schencvus 
Valley  band. 

The  citizens  of  Schenevus  have  ever  manifested  a laud- 
able interest  in  educational  matters,  and  their  graded  school 
ranks  among  the  best  educational  institutions  in  the  county. 

The  school-building  is  a neat  and  substantial  two-story 
frnmc  structure,  pleasantly  located  on  Arch  street.  The 
present  faculty  is  as  follows : Floyd  S.  Lowell,  principal : 
Amelia  Spencer,  assistant  principal ; 3Iary  R.  Kelley,  in- 
termediate department;  Clara  Hubbard,  primary  depart- 
ment. 

The  flood  of  July  23,  1S73,  will  long  be  remembered 
by  those  who  witnessed  the  terrible  storm  and  saw  the 
deluge  of  water  which  came  pouring  down  upon  Schencvus, 
carrying  destruction  in  its  train.  The  storm  broke  upon 
this  locality  at  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
mentioned,  and  although  much  damage  was  occasioned  to 
the  surrounding  country,  its  greatest  fury  was  spent  upon 
the  village.  Mr.  A.  Hotchkin,  in  speaking  of  this  flood, 
says,  “ Some  idea  of  the  deluge  and  its  destruction  m iy 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  water  commenced  to 
fall  at  four  o clock  P.M.,  and  at  five — one  hour — the  stream, 


' 

. 

HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


179 


4 'r^rtiiol  Un-Ik.  of  the  writer's  house  (before  dry  ),  was 
. .1  m nil*  of  forty  miles  an  hour,  was  from  four  to 
, . < yi  aud  twenty  rods  wide.”  Every  gorge  road, 
>u  srv-»  of  about  eight  miles  long  and  three  wide, 
j down  the  creek  from  Schenevus,  was  torn  to  pieces, 
uU.t  in:  them  to  the  amount  of  §10,000.  The  estimated 
figure  caused  by  this  deluge,  including  farms,  roads,  and 
, » -e  property,  was  from  650,000  to  §100.000.  The 
,j j|  sufferers  in  the  village  were  Lane  & Hotchkin, 
iii.it*  H.  Graham,  F.  II.  Cleveland,  Wm.  E.  Carpenter, 

• Wright,  aud  Christina  Hotchkin. 

t'n  tsKVH.LK,  located  uear  the  centre  of  the  town,  con- 
u t , , Haptist  church,  store,  post-office,  etc. 

M \tU  LAND  has  two  churches, — Lutheran  and  Christian, 

.tores,  two  hotels,  blacksmith-shop,  etc. 

Ki.k  Cheek,  in  the  northern  part,  is  a hamlet.  Has 
church — Methodist  Episcopal — and  a store. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

• i>  held  in  1808,  at  which  Edward  Goddard  was  chosen 
*ap*-rvi<or.  There  are  no  complete  records  of  the  town 
until  1810,  when  the  following  officers  were  chosen,  viz. : 

S i/^n-isor. — Edward  Goddard. 

Town  Clerk. — John  Chase. 

„ 1 sssssurs.  — John  Tuthill,  Caleb  Crandall,  and  Oliver 
Chappcl. 

(’ tlleclor  and  Constable. — Daniel  Houghton. 
Commissioners  of  Highways. — Daniel  Platt,  Ezekiel 
Rice,  and  John  Gun. 

(feerxeer  of  the  Poor. — Daniel  Platt. 

Constable. — George  Tubbs. 

Fence  Yieicers. — Roger  Kelley,  David  Benedict,  Daniel 
Platt,  C.  I.  Bresee,  and  Adam  Simmons. 

Overseers  of  Highways. — C.  I.  Bresee,  B.  Simmons, 
J"hn  Smith,  E.  Holmes,  Samuel  Burnside,  Amos  Spencer, 
I'aac  Howland,  E.  Spooner,  Jr.,  Josiah  Chase,  R.-  B.  Wet- 
ni'Te,  Jr.,  Curtis  Catlin,  Simeon  Houghton,  James  Thomp- 
tM,n,  James  Walling,  E.  Burnside,  James  Baker,  James 
lb  Roe,  Ephraim  Boardman,  Jr.,  Jesse  Spencer,  Ezekiel 
Palmer,  Sylvester  Richmond,  Leander  Chamberlain,  and 
Andrew  Van  Allen. 

Among  the  ear-marks  recorded  in  the  old  town-book  are 
the  following : 

“ Amos  Spencer’s  ear-mark,  a sloping  crop  off  the  under 
>i  Ie  of  each  ear.” 

“ John  Rurnside’s  ear-mark,  a crop  off  the  left  ear  and  a 
flit  in  the  same.” 

• “ Elisha  Chamberlain’s  mark,  a crop  on  the  right  ear  aud 
a ',,!t  in  the  left,  and  a ; happenny’  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
left.” 

‘■Josiah  Chase’s  mark,  a square  crop  off  the  right  ear 
and  a slit  in  the  end,  and  a halfpenny  in  the  foreside  of  the 
x line.” 

1 he  following  have  served  ;ls  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
,foin  the  organization  of  the  town  to  1S7S  : 

Supervisor!  Town  Clerks. 

j ' Edward  Goddard.  N'n  record. 

. , “ ” John  Chase. 

t-lu.  ,,  „ u „ 

„ 

I'U 


Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 


1813 

John  Chase. 

1814 

“ U 

it  if 

1815 

it  It 

tt  it 

I S Hi 

Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

1817 

John  Chase. 

ISIS 

it  ti 

Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

is  i y 

1S20 

it  tt 

1S21 

it  ti 

John  Chase. 

1*22 

Enos  I.  Spencer. 

1823 

il  “ 

John  Chase. 

1824 

ft  ti 

1825 

tt  it 

tt  if 

1826 

Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

1827 

. “ “ 

ti  ti 

1828 

ti  it 

tt  tt 

1829 

ltussel  Chappcl. 

18:50 

“ “ 

1881 

if  ti 

N.  Carpenter. 

18:52 

it  it 

Daniel  Houghton. 

ls.w! 

N.  Carpenter. 

18:54 

it  it 

1835 

if  tt 

ft  it 

1836 

it  tt 

ti  it 

1837 

Nathaniel  Carpenter. 

John  Chase. 

18.38 

N.  Carpenter. 

1839 

John  Romans. 

1840 

S.  T.  Chase. 

1841 

Isaac  Striugerland. 

1842 

F.  B.  Carpenter. 

1843 

“ “ 

Albert  Wilcox. 

1844 

Josiah  G.  Chase. 

1845 

John  T.  Thompson. 

1846 

J.  G.  Chase. 

1847 

F.  15.  Carpenter. 

J.  T.  Thompson. 

1848 

Robert  W ilson. 

1849 

A.  II.  Platt. 

it  il 

1850 

H.  W.  Brown. 

1851 

S.  B.  Wilson. 

1852 

tt  tt 

1853 

tt  it 

II.  W.  Brown. 

1854 

Philor  Benedict. 

1855 

E.  E.  Ferrev. 

S.  B.  Wilson. 

1856 

Hcnrv  Wilcox. 

1857 

S.  B.  Wilson. 

S.  11.  Gurney. 

1858 

it  it 

Levi  Boardman. 

1859 

Milton  Walling. 

1S60 

it  it 

1861 

U U 

1S62 

tt  it 

1863 

“ “ 

tt  tt 

1S64 

tt  tt 

1865 

James  M.  Thompson. 

1866 

it  <* 

1867 

W.  S.  Hotchkin. 

1868 

P.  W.  Brown. 

1869 

ti  ti 

T.  E.  Cornish. 

1870 

tt  ti 

A.  J.  Bates. 

1871 

tt  it 

L.  Glazier. 

1872 

Thos.  Page. 

1873 

ft  »i 

1874 

Benj.  Manzer. 

1875 

it  tt 

P.  R.  Young. 

1876 

F.  II.  Cleveland. 

The  officers  elected  in  1877  were  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — Timothy  Parsons. 

Town  Clerk. — Oscar  F.  Lane. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Milton  Walling. 

Assessor. — M.  R.  Bulson. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Byrron  Cass  and  E.  D.  Burn- 
side. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — A.  II.  Platt. 

Collector. — B.  Manzer. 

Town  Auditors. — German  Wright,  Geo.  W.  Hardy,  and 
B.  F.  Van  Zundt. 

Jnspeetors  of  Flections. — Sandford  Brown,  Chas.  H. 
Wightman,  and  Jerry  P.  Barnes. 

Game  Constable. — Albert  Olds. 

Constables. — P.  G.  Schermerhom,  A.  E.  Tallin  i lgc, 
Joseph  Swartwood,  Geo.  Bennett,  and  David  Bo-twi  k. 
Commissioner  of  Excise. — Geo.  Tator. 

Town  Sealer. — William  Arnold. 
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AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  18G5  Maryland  had  15,072  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  §714,480.  There  were 
3117  acres  of  plowed  land;  in  pasture,  6521  ; in  meadow, 
4689  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested,  239  ; bushels  of 
winter  wheat,  180;  bushels  of  oats  in  1864,  17,164; 
bushels  of  rye,  2060  ; bushels  of  barley,  377  ; bushels  of 
buckwheat,  5682  ; bushels  of  Indian  corn,  3775  ; bushels 
of  potatoes,  18,402  ; bushels  of  peas,  30  ; bushels  of  beans, 
94;  bushels  of  turnips,  467  ; pounds  of  hops,  163,264; 
bushels  of  apples,  18,703;  barrels  of  cider,  648;  pounds 
of  butter,  103,635  ; pounds  of  cheese,  850. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  4319; 
in  pasture,  5SG6;  mown,  6561;  tons  of  hay  produced, 
7544;  bushels  of  barley,  260;  buckwheat,  5420;  corn, 
5840;  oats,  45,829;  rye,  6771;  spring  wheat,  161; 

winter  wheat,  110  ; beans,  67  ; peas,  105  ; pounds  of  hops, 
73,004  ; bushels  potatoes,  63,389  ; pounds  of  butter  made, 
167,625. 

Maryland  has  an  area  of  29,873  acres,  the  assessed  valu- 
ation of  which  is  §493,525,  and  the  equalized  valuation, 
§544,286. 

POPULATION. 

1810 1 1 06  1845 2128 

1814 ,...1814  : 1S50. 2152 

1820 1489  1855 2177 

1825 1749  i 1860 2228 

1830 IS 3 4 1805 2197 

1835 2015  1870 2402 

1840 20S5  | 1875 2365 


CHAPTER  XL  VI. 

TOWN  OF  MARYLAND— Continued. 

CHURCHES  AND  SOCIETIES. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — The  Schcnevus  Baptist  Church — 
Church  of  Christ — Methodist  Church  of  Elk  Creek — Baptist  Church 
at  Chascville — -Methodist  Episcopal,  Crumhorn  Valle)- — Methodist 
Episcopal,  South  Hill — Zion's  Evangelical  Lutheran — Scheuevus 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — Schcnevus  Lodge,  I.  0.  of  G.  T. — Brown 
Post,  G.  A.  R. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  AT  SCHENEVUS 
was  organized  April  25,  1842,  in  the  school-house  at  Schen- 
evus,  then  called  Jacksonboro’,  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Daniels.  The 
tirst  trustees  were  Warren  C.  Smith,  G.  E.  S.  Draper,  Geo. 
W.  Chase,  Silas  and  Jacob  F ol let t . The  first  minister  was 
Rev.  Mr.  D anicls.  Services  were  held  in  the  school-house 
until  the  church  building  was  completed,  which  was  erected 
in  1S  J-2;  32  by  .)2  feet  in  size.  A comfortable  parsonage 
and  barn  was  erected  in  1867-68.  Cost,  $1800. 

In  1874,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Wells,  the 
church  was  enlarged  and  beautified  at  a cost  of  §3000.  and 
has  a present  seating  capacity  of  four  hundred.  The  valua- 
tion of  church  property  is  §111(10. 

The  present  officers  of  this  church  are  as  follows:  Samuel 
Hubbard,  Richard  Wilson,  and  Frank  Gleason,  trustees ; 
Nelson  Lane,  Almond  Reynolds,  Frank  Gleason,  John 
Seward,  Henry  Howland,  Harvey  Haynor,  Augustus  Bush, 
Richard  Wilson,  and  Dr.  W.  II.  Boom,  stewards ; Joseph  j 
Manning  and  A.  Reynolds,  class- leaders. 


Among  the  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  the 
following:  Revs.  A.  E.  Daniels,  Martin  Marvin,  Jos.-ph 
Shank,  Luke  C.  Queal,  R.  S.  Lent,  E.  II.  Orwin,  S.  H. 
Hill,  II.  V.  Talbott,  J.  B.  Weeks,  Geo.  Parsons,  D. 
Mead,  II.  V.  Van  Dcusen,  Hubbard  Flox,  J.  V.  Newell, 
Andrew  Colgrove,  .1.  L.  Wells,  Joseph  Hartwell,  A.  S. 
Clark,  present  pastor.  The  present  membership  is  one 
hundred  and  ten. 

Rev.  Mr.  Clark  serves  another  church  on  what  is  known 
as  Maryland  Hill.  Membership,  fifteen  ; valuation  of 
church,  §1000. 

THE  SCHENEVUS  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  * 

The  Schcnevus  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Schenevus,  in  the  year  1871,  by  Rev.  Albert  Mar- 
tin, who  was  also  the  first  pastor. 

The  first  officers  were  A.  C.  Delong,  Rev.  G.  W.  Howe, 
and  Wm.  E.  Wright,  trustees.  The  first  members  were 
Frederick  Snyder  and  wife,  Rev.  G.  W.  Howe  and  wife, 
Levi  Haines  and  wife,  James  D.  Thompson  and  wife,  51  il- 
ton  Wright  and  wife,  Rev.  A.  Martin  and  wife,  Aaron 
Swarthout  and  wife,  Mary  E.  Brownell,  Sarah  Kelley, 
Emily  Bice,  Mary  Cunningham,  Wm.  E.  Wright,  Moses 
Bennett,  Hannah  Wilcox,  Joanna  Hubbard,  Clide  A. 
Hotehkin,  Emma  Howe,  and  Susan  Clark. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1868,  and  cost 
§4200.  The  size  was  40  by  55  feet.  Previous  to  the 
erection  of  their  edifice  the  Baptists  of  Schenevus  wor- 
shiped in  a school-house  on  the  east  end  of  Main  street. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  church  edifice  was  laid  by  Geo. 

B.  Snyder,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  which  was  placed  copies 
of  the  minutes  of  the  Worcester  Baptist  association,  vari- 
ous coins  of  moneys  Schenevus  Monitor,  Examiner  and 
Chronicle,  and  other  papers,  and  a Bible,  etc.  The  ser- 
vices on  this  occasion  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Corwin. 
The  present  trustees  are  W.  II . Bedeau,  Warren  Bennett, 
and  Henry  Wilcox ; Clerk,  W.  II.  Bedeau ; Deacons,  W. 
II.  Bedeau  and  Warren  Bennett. 

The  church  at  present  is  without  a pastor.  The  follow- 
ing clergymen  have  served  the  church  as  ministers,  viz. : 
Rev.  A.  Martin,  three  years ; Rev.  C.  II.  Babcock,  nine 
months;  Rev.  A.  K.  Batchelder,  two  years;  Rev.  C.  II. 
James,  one  year  and  three  months;  Rev.  S.  J.  Douglass, 
nine  months;  and  licentiate  G.  C.  Charles,  ten  weeks. 
The  present  membership  is  fifty.  They  have  an  interesting 
Sunday-school. 

TIIE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  AT  MARYLAND 
was  organized  March  10,  1875,  with  thirteen  members,  as 
follows:  Louis  Wilber,  Cynthia  Wilber,  C.  T.  Bush,  Anna 
Bush,  S.  O.  Butler,  Mary  A.  Butler,  Wm.  Wightman, 
Catharine  Wightman,  Sarah  A.  Wightman,  C.  Tillapaugh, 
Maliala  Tillapaugh,  Polly  Gurney,  Electa  Clark.  Deacons, 

C.  T.  Bush,  Lewis  Wilber;  Clerk,  C.  Tillapaugh;  first 
pastor,  II.  Brown  ; Trustees,  Lewis  Wilber,  S.  O.  Butler, 
Wm.  Wightman. 

The  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a cost  of  §960.  The 
present  membership  of  the  church  is  thirty-one.  The  pres- 
ent pastor  is  Rev.  Wm.  Olin. 

* By  Rev.  S.  J.  Douglass. 
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UIK  METHODIST  CHURCH  AT  ELK  CREEK 

,1-ntiin-d  in  about  the  year  1S30,  and  Rev.  Lyman  J. 
was  the  first  officiating  pastor.  The  church  build- 
, erected  in  about  the  year  1857.  The  present  val- 
t,f  c hurch  property  is  §2500.  The  present  trustees 
William  Bradley,  Walter  Chase,  John  Page,  Samuel 
;\<h*t<r,  and  Philo  Beers;  Stewards,  F.  W.  Perry,  Dan- 
(<j  I'ilmer,  D.  A.  Palmer,  Dow  M.  Webster;  Sunday- 
Sujicrintcndent,  F.  W.  Perry.  The  present  pastor 

K«-v.  Albert  F.  Brown,  who  has  served  the  church  three 
Present  membership,  ninety-one. 

the  baptist  church  at  chaseville. 

The  first  church  organized  in  the  town  was  by  the  Bap- 
li.t  denomination,  and  their  house  of  worship  was  erected 
in  1S10.  and  was  situated  near  Maryland  Station.  The 
fn>t  pastor  was  Rev.  N.  D.  Wright,  who  officiated  in  that 
capacity  about  twenty-five  years. 

This  denomination  erected  a second  church  edifice  at 
Ituseville,  now  Chaseville,  in  1834.  It  has  a seating  capa- 
city of  four  hundred  and  fifty.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev. 
Mr*.  Denton. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  AT  CROMHORX  VALLEY 

was  organized  in  1S40,  with  a membership  of  fifteen  per- 
n-ms. In  the  fallowing  year,  1841,  a church  edifice  was 
erected,  with  a seating  capacity  of  about  three  hundred. 
This  was  repaired  in  the  year  1867,  and  the  church  prop- 
erty Is  now  valued  at  about  §2000. 


C.  II.  Graham,  W.  M. ; Julian  Ferrey.  S.  W. ; Azro 
Chase,  J.  W.  ; S.  II.  Gurney,  Sec. 

Officers  installed  Dec.  26,  1867  : S.  B.  Wilson,  W.  M.  ; 
S.  II.  Gurney,  S.  W.  ; L.  A.  Chamberlain,  S.  W.  ; II.  T. 
Oatman,  Sec. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Masters,  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens,  and  Secretaries,  from  1867  to  1877  : — 1867.  S.  B. 
Wilson,  W.  M. ; S.  II.  Gurney,  S.  W. ; L.  A.  Chamber- 
lain,  J.  W. ; II.  F.  Oatman,  Sec.  1868.  C.  II.  Graham, 
W.  M. ; W.  II.  Leonard,  S.  W. ; Chester  Gurney,  J.  W.  ; 
W.  W.  Cone,  Sec.  1S69.  Julian  Ferry,  W.  M.  ; W.  J. 
Sloan,  S.  W.  ; 0.  D.  Ball,  J.  W. ; S.  II.  Gurney,  Sec. 
1870.  W.  II.  Leonard.  W.  M. ; 0.  D.  Ball,  S.  W. ; C.  B. 
Robbins,  J.  W. ; Nelson  Lane,  Sec.  1871.  W.  II.  Leon- 
ard, W.  M.  ; S.  II.  Gurney,  S.  W.  ; B.  Manzer,  J.  W. ; 
N.  Lane,  Sec.  1S72.  0.  D.  Ball,  W.  M. ; Benjamin 
Manzer,  S.  W. ; 0.  F.  Lane,  J.  W.  ; George  C.  Guy,  Sec. 
1873.  Benjamin  Manzer,  W.  M. ; Azro  Chase,  S.  W.  ; 

B.  J.  Marble,  J.  W. ; 0.  F.  Lane,  Sec.  1874.  Julian 
Ferry,  W.  M. ; Chester  Gurney,  S.  W. ; Thomas  Page, 
J.  W.  ; A.  M.  Aylesworth,  Sec.  1875.  0.  F.  Lane,  W.  M. ; 

C.  H.  Graham,  S.  W. ; M.  P.  Agan,  J.  W.  ; E.  S.  Butts, 
Sec.  1876.  C.  II.  Graham,  W.  51.;  G.  Wright,  S.  W. ; 
B.  J.  Marble,  J.  W. ; Chester  Gurney,  Treas. ; II.  W. 
Boorn,  Sec. ; 0.  F.  Lane,  S.  D. ; C.  51.  Aylesworth,  J.  D ; 
51.  P.  Agan,  Tyler. 

The  lodge  is  uow  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
membership  of  69. 

SCUENEVUS  LODGE,  NO.  612,  I.  0.  OF  G.  T., 


THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  ON  SOUTH  IIILL 

was  organized  in  about  the  year  1S40.  The  society  wor- 
shiped without  a church  edifice  until  1850,  when  the  present 
building  was  erected  at  a cost  of  §2000.  Seating  capacity, 
200. 

ZION’S  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  MARYLAND 

was  organized  in  1866  by  Rev.  George  W.  Enders,  the 
first  pastor,  with  a membership  of  thirteen.  Their  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1867,  at  a cost  of  §3400. 

SCUENEVUS  VALLEY  LODGE,  NO.  592,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

The  first  regular  communication  of  this  lodge  under  dis- 
/« nsa lion  was  held  Sept.  21,  1865.  It  was  chartered  in 
June,  1866,  with  the  following  charter  members:  C.  II. 
Graham,  S.  B.  Wilson,  W.  W.  Houghton,  Wm.  Stewart, 
John  R.  Boyce,  John  Walker,  S.  II.  Gurney,  J.  E.  Pee- 
bles, and  Azro  Chase.  The  first  officers  under  dispensation 
were  the  following:  C.  II.  Graham,  W.  51.;  S.  B.  Wilson, 
8.  W. ; W.  W.  Houghton,  J.  W. ; S.  II.  Gurney,  Sec.  ; 
U K.  5Iorss, Treas. ; Azro  Chase,  S.  D. ; J.  E.  Peebles,  J.  I). 

June  25,  I860,  the  lodge  was  constituted  under  the  war- 
rant by  District  Deputy  C.  W.  Tomlinson,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers  installed,  being  the  first  under  the  warrant : C. 
U.  Graham,  W.  51.;  S.  B.  Wilson,  S.  W. ; Nelson  Lane,  J. 
^ • i 8.  II.  Gurney,  Sec. ; L.  A.  Chamberlain,  Treas. ; Azro 
f base,  S.  D.  ; J.  W.  Peebles,  J.  D.  ; Julian  Ferrey,  S.  51. 
"I  C.  ; J.  5lills,  J.  51.  of  C. ; J.  B.  Robinson,  Tyler. 

1 lie  officers  installed  in 


was  instituted  June  15, 1877,  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Wood.  Deputy 
Grand  5Iaster,  with  the  following  officers:  H.  T.  Oatman, 
W.C.  T;  51  rs.  51.  E.  Oatman,  W.  V.  T. ; W.  S.  Hotehkin, 
W.  S. ; Celida  A.  Wright,  W.  A.  S.  ; J.  E.  Preston,  W.  F. 
S. ; 51 aggie  Bronk,  W.  T. ; 5Iilo  Kelley,  W.  51. ; Ella  Chase, 
W.  A.  51. ; 5Irs.  Schermerhoru,  W.  I.  G.  ; Thomas  Lewis, 
W.  0.  G. ; 5Irs.  A.  Brownell,  R.  II.S.;  Vide  Parish,  L. 
H.  S. ; Rev.  II.  N.  Van  Dusen,  W.  Chap. ; W.  W.  Cone, 
P.  W.  C.  T.  ; S.  T.  Chase,  Lodge  Dep. 

The  lodge  was  instituted  with  about  fifty  members. 
Nearly  four  hundred  and  fifty  persons  have  since  been 
initiated  in  the  lodge,  taking  a solemn  obligation  to  abstain 
forever  from  anything  that  will  intoxicate.  Of  these  a few 
have  fallen  from  the  high  stand  taken  ; but  the  most  of  them 
are  scattered,  and  gone  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge, 
which  numbers  at  present  (Nov.  27,  1877)  fifty-six. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follow's : Carrie  C.  Chase, 
W.  c.  T. ; 5Irs.  A.  C.  Delong,  W.  V.  T.  ; A.  D.  Spencer, 
W.  S. ; F.  S.  Lowell,  W.  A.  S. ; George  Harper,  W.  F.  8.  ; 
51  rs.  S.  T.  Chase,  W.  T. ; Wallace  Bates,  W.  51. ; 5Irs. 
Wallace  Bates,  W.  D.  51. ; 5Irs.  C.  Gurney.  W.  T.G.: 
Jesse  Dunham,  W.O.  G. ; F.  T.  8tarr,  Lodge  Dep.;  5Iary 
Boardman,  W.  Chap. ; 5Irs.  Jennie  5lills,  P.  W.  C.  T. ; 
Amelia  Spencer,  R.  II.  S. ; Mary  Kelley,  L.  II.  S. 

Of  those  who  have  been  initiated  many  were  drunkards, 
and  have  been  reclaimed  by  the  influences  thrown  around 
them  and  the  lessons  taught  in  the  lodge ; and  many 
earnest  workers  in  the  cause  of  temperance  have  gone  out 
from  this  lodge  to  work  in  other  localities  for  the  g<  od  of 
mankind. 


December,  1866,  were  as  follows: 


' 


•• 
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BROWN  POST,  NO.  15,  DEPT.  OF  N.  Y.,  0.  A.  R., 

was  organized  at.  Schcnevus,  N.  Y.,  March  2ft,  187-t,  with 
32  charter  members.  The  first  roster  of  officers  was  as 
follows:  II.  W.  Brown,  Post-Commander;  Milo  Kelley, 
Senior  Vice-Commander;  Julian  Ferrey,  Junior  Vice-Com- 
mander; F.  II.  Cleveland,  Adjutant;  Wm.  S.  Hotchkin, 
Quartermaster;  D.  M.  Webster,  Chaplain;  Win.  II.  Leonard, 
M.D.,  Surgeon;  J.  K.  Tyler,  Officer  of  the  Day;  Lester 
Waterman,  Officer  of  the  Guard. 

Present  number  of  comrades  on  the  rolls,  65  ; number 
of  deaths,  1.  Present  roster  of  officers:  II.  W.  Brown, 
Warren  Bennett,  Past  Post-Commanders ; F.  II.  Cleveland, 
Post-Commander;  Dun  De  Green,  Senior  Vice-Commander; 
Samuel  Tompkins,  Junior  Vice-Commander;  Wm.  S.  Ilotch- 
kin,  Adjutant;  Warren  Bennett,  Quartermaster  ; J.  Barnes, 
Chaplain;  J.  Chase,  Surgeon;  II.  W.  Brown,  Officer  of 
the  Day  ; J.  Lewis,  Officer  of  the  Guard. 

The  regular  encampments  are  held  at  Good  Templars’ 
Hall,  Main  street,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  even- 
ings of  each  month.  ~ ~ 

A strong  interest  is  felt  and  manifested  by  the  public  in 
the  welfare  of  the  post ; and  its  works  of  charity  toward 
the  living  and  grateful  remembrance  of  the  dead  are  always 
nobly  seconded,  as  becomes  the  town  that  stands  first  in 
the  Empire  State  in  the  proportionate  number  of  her  sons 
who  answered  the  call  to  arms. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a record  of  those  who  enlisted  from 
'Maryland  during  the  late  Rebellion,  compiled  by  James 
Thompson  in  1865. 

Charles  D.  Uooae,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  L.  Art.,  Feb.  9,  1804. 

Edw.inl  Harwell,  enl.  in  Co.  L>,  3d  Cav.,  April  13,1802;  pro.  aergt.,  May  20, 18G4. 
Delos  II.  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  lo,  1»02;  in  battle  ofClian- 
cellorsville. 

J.  M.  Davis,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  31th  Regt.,  Slay  10,  13GI ; served  time  and  re-eul.  in 
51st  Regt.  in  1801 , taken  prisoner  Sept.  30,  18G4. 

Austin  M.  Fellows,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11, 1862;  in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  and  Shenandoah  Valley ; wounded 
at  Wilderness. 

William  Chamberlain,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cuv.,  Aug.  9, 1862;  pro.  to  corp. 

Daniel  Chase,  enl.  ill  Co.  C,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  1801. 

J.  Sperry,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1801 ; in  buttles  of  Antictam,  Roan- 
oke Island,  Newborn,  2d  Bull  Run,  and  South  Mountain  ; lust  an  arm  in 
service. 

T.  F.  Wager,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Sept.  30,  18GI ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Newborn,  2d  Bull  Run,  and  Chantilly  ; wounded. 

John  Durhy,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  2d  Regt , April  21,  1801 ; injured  wliiieen  mute  from 
New  York  to  Newbeni,  and  discharged. 

Gilbert  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  llegt.,  Aug.  25, 1SC1 ; in  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg; dis.  July  20,  180.1. 

William  S.  Delong,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1802;  in  battles 
of  South  Mountain,  Antictam,  Fredericksburg;  dis.  in  Feb.  1803. 

James  I.  Spencer,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  01st  Regt.,  Aug.  180-1;  in  battles  of  Roams'  Sta- 
^C*n  and  Hatcher's  Run. 

John' ©’Graney,  enl.  in  llio  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  7, 1802;  in  battles  of  Kingston,  White- 
li  ill,  Goldsboro’ ; dis.  June  10,  1865. 

II.  L.  Wade,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  29,  1802;  died  of  disease  at  Newbern, 
July  20,  1863. 

John  W.  Seeley,  enl.  In  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  23, 1804. 

William  Dunham,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cuv.,  Aug.  5,  1802 ; in  battles  of  Goldsboro’ 
an«l  Kington, 

Lew.-llyn  I).  Cyphers,  enl.  In  Co.  1>,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  1082  ; in  battles  of  Richmond, 
Malvern  llill.  Stony  Creek,  and  Petersburg. 

Juntos  Cyphers,  eul.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  3,  1802;  'lied  in  Newbern,  N.  C., 
April  2,  1803. 

Andrew  Bates,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  ltd  Cav.,  April  2,1802;  in  lmttles  of  Washington, 
Gohlsburo’,  Kingston,  White  Hall,  Blunt  s Mills,  Petersburg,  Malvern  llill, 
and  Deep  Bottom;  dis.  April  0,  1st;:.. 

Miles  Chase,  enl.  in  Co.  I*,  3.1  Cav,  Aug.  20,  1862;  in  battles  of  Goldsboro’, 
Kingston,  W h-tn  Hall,  lUunt  s Mills,  and  Petersburg  ; dis.  June  7,  1805. 


Joseph  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Ang.  4,  1802;  In  battles  of  Golds!,.. r.,’, 
Kingston,  White  Hall,  Little  Washington,  Blunt’s  Mills,  and  Petersburg; 
dis.  Jnno  14, 

Nel*  >n  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cur. ; in  battle  of  Petersburg;  taken  pri«v»fj,.r 
at  Stanton  Bridge  and  sent  to  Libby  prison. 

Goorgo  M.  Cass,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  28,  1802;  rc-onl.  Sept.  3,  13M  ; <1;,. 
July  3,  l«G5. 

Christopher  Covenhooen,  enl.  In  Co.  D,3d  Cav.,  Aug.  9, 1862;  dis.  Juno  l«*f  l^/, 

Johu  N.  Spencer,  enl.  In  Co.  D,  3d  Cav..  Aug.  31, 1862;  In  battleaof  Reams'  Su- 
tion,  Stanton  Bridge,  Petersburg  ; eerg. : dis.  June  7,  1865. 

David  Dike,  enl.  in  Co.  P,  3d  Cav.,  March  15,1802;  in  battles  of  GoldslH.r/, 
White  Hall,  Little  Washington,  Reams’  Station, and  Petersburg;  dis.  Man  h 
15, 1805. 

George  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 51st  Regt.,  Aug.  18, 1862  ; in  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  C.  H.,  Cold  Harbor,  Gaines'  Farm,  Peters- 
burg; dis.  June  18,  18G5. 

Samuel  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  a ml  Newbern  ; 
died  in  hospital. 

George  Knapp,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor, 
and  Spottsylvania  C.  II. 

Jerry  P.  Barnes,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  July  10, 1801 ; in  battles  of  White  Hall, 
Kingston,  and  Goldsboro’;  dis.  Aug.  30, 18G4. 

D.  R.  Barnes,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  12,  1802;  ord.;  in  battles  of  Bermuda 
Hundred  and  Petersburg;  dis.  May  18,  1805. 

Jeremiah  Parish,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  R**gt.,  Oct.  9,  18G2;  in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness, Po  River,  Petersburg,  Reams’  Station,  Deep  Bottom;  wounded  ; dis. 
Aug.  16,  1865. 

Ellery  Barnes,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  9,  18G2;  dis.  June  11,  186-5. 

Seymour  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Sept. 28,  18GI ; in  battles  of  Roan- 
oke Island,  Newbern,  2d  Bull  Run,  Antietani,  South  Mountain,  Fredericks- 
burg, Chantilly,  Petersburg,  Vicksburg,  and  Jackson  ; re-enlisted. 

David  Bostwick,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  1st  Mounted  Rifles,  in  Feb.,  1862;  re-eulisted 
in  1865. 

John  Pechtel,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  11, 1864 ; in  battle  of  Petersburg  ; dis. 
June,  1865. 

Franklin  B.  Sinallin,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  69th  Regt.,  Aug.  22,  1364;  in  battles  of 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Front  Petersburg;  killed  at  battle  of  FortStedman,  March 
25, 1865. 

Robt.  E.  Sperry,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  7,  1861 ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Newbern,  South  Mountain,  Antictam,  Pope’s  Retreat,  2d  Freder- 
icksburg; wounded;  dis.  in  1863,  and  re-enlisted  in  1864  in  the  V.  R.  C. 

John  D.  Tripp,  enl.  in  Co.  D.,  16th  Regt.,  Aug.  23,  1SG4;  in  battles  of  1st  and  2d 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Front  Petersburg;  dis.  in  June,  1865. 

Abram  Wilber,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  7,  1862;  in  battles  of  Kingston, 
Goldsboro’,  Stony  Creek,  Petersburg,  Johnson’s  Farm,  Spring  Hili,  Fort 
Harrison,  and  Malvern  Hill ; dis.  1805. 

William  W.  Kelley,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  8th  U.  S.,  Aug.  27, 1862;  dis.  Aug.  1SG5. 

Silas  Rider,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1865;  dis.  Oct.  15,  lsG5. 

Danford  H.  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  12,  1861;  in  battles  of  Little 
Washington  and  Ball’s  Bluff;  dis.  Sept,  lu,  1864. 

A.  E.  Talmadge,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  12, 1861 ; in  battles  of  K ings- 
tou,  Goldsboro’,  Stony  Creek,  Petersburg, and  Spring  Hill ; dis.  Sept.  11, 1804. 

Hobart  B.  Hull,  corp.,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  13,  1862;  in  battles  ot  Golds- 
boro’, Kingston,  White  Hall,  Stony  Creek,  Petersburg,  Johnson’s  Farm; 
dis.  Juno  10,  1865. 

Barzilla  Chase,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  29,  1862;  in  battle  of  Sulphur 
Springs;  dis.  March  I t,  1863. 

Seward  Houghton,  sergt.,  enl.  in  the  cavalry,  July  8, 1801 ; in  battles  of  Berry - 
ville,  Kingston,  White  Hall,  Goldsboro’, Tarborough,  Raeby  Mount,  Peters- 
burg, Wilson's  Raid,  Canby’s  Raid,  Little  Washington,  and  Blunt's  Mills; 
cut  down  first  rebel  flag  taken  l»y  his  regiment. 

Nelson  Hoose,  eul.  in  Battery  M,  3d  L.  Art.,  Dec.  17,1862;  in  battles  of  Fair 
Oaks,  Spring  Hill,  Newbern,  Seven  Pines,  Wilson’s  Landing,  Roanoke 
Island,  Seven  Days  before  Richmond,  Powhuttun’s  Landing;  re-enlisted  ia 
1864;  dis.  in  1865. 

Michael  Keegan,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  3, 1SG2;  in  battles  of  Goldsboro*, 
Kingstou;  dis.  in  1865. 

Chas.  D.  House,  enl.  in  Battery  M,  3d  L.  Art.,  in  Dec.  1864;  in  battles  of  Seven 
Pines,  Powhattan,  and  Wilson’s  Landing;  dis.  in  June,  IS65. 

Wilson  Walling,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  3d  Regt.,  in  1861 ; in  battles  of  Great  Be  thel  and 
Fort  Fisher;  dis.  in  1863,  and  re-en lifted  in  1864. 

Samuel  B.  Kelley,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862;  in  battles 
of  Crumpton  Gap,  1st  and  2d  Fredericksburg.  Salem  Heights,  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  Mine  Run;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg;  captured  at  Wilder- 
ness; paroled  ; died  soon  after. 

A. Kelley,  enl. in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  27,  1802;  in  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
Vicksburg,  and  Jackson  ; dis.  July  2s,  1865. 

I II.  W.  Brown,  1st  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  I>,  3d  Cav.,  in  July,  1901  ; in  buttles  of 
Ball  s Bluff,  Little  W t-bington,  Goldsboro’,  White  11. ill,  Kingston,  Proctor 
Creek,  Drury's  Bluff,  and  Petersburg;  promoted  to  major  1st  C.  S.  C.  C., 
Dec.  15,  1864;  dis.  Aug.  24,  1865. 

Irving  Stevenson,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  in  July,  1861  ; In  battles  of  Edward's 
Ferry,  Little  Washington,  White  Ilall,  Goldsboro’,  Kingston,  Stony  Creek  ; 
dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Edward  Boardman,  »ergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1862 ; In  buttle* 
of  Chane-diorsville,  Rappahannock  Station,  Spot  lay lvoniu  C.  II.;  lost  ait 
arm  ; did.  Dec.  16,  1861. 
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f a»rp,  nil.  in  Co.  G,  40tli  Regt. ; killed  at  Hanover  C.  II. 

j ,i,l.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav,  Aug.  12,  1*01 ; in  battled  of  Kington, 
* * *7a-»*  < . * hit*  'Vurren*  Petersburg,  Richmond. 

w \ t rli*,  ml.  in  Co.  D,3d  Cav,  Aug.  12, 1861 ; io  battle  of  Big  Bethel; 
*"*'*.*  and  died  at  City  Point. 


tl  > 

i,  4 


uu.  2 I Lieut.,  eul.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt,  Sept.  18GI ; in  battles  of 
r a„untled;  Jackson,  Wilderness,  Petersburg;  wounded;  ilia.  Aug. 


* f i*  r dbtt,  ml.  In  the  1st  Regt.  Eng,  Sept.  1804  (enl.  for  the  town  of 
I 1 el.  Co.). 

I i H fvilowd,  »ergt,  cnl.  In  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Ang.  5, 1861;  In  l*attle«  of 
l ll  i#  vt  a.hmgton,  Kingston,  Guldaljoru',  Reams’  Station  ; dis.  Aug.  1*2,1*64. 

» *.«•  I enl.  lu  Co.  L,  3d  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1*61  (eul.  for  Albany  Co.). 

*1.'*  • lUnlrr,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  5lst  Regt.,  Feb . 1*02. 
fv  4H**  IWuk«Tf  eiil.  In  Co.  I,  -51st  Regt,  Aug.  1862. 

* rt  ru  krr,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt,  Aug.  1*0*2;  killed  in  a charge  at  Ruan- 

I.Unl.  Feb.  1*03. 

j t junker.  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862  ; killed  at  battle  of  Fredericka- 
4*-'* 

r tunkrr.  enl.  In  Co.  I,  51st  Regt,  Aug.  180*2;  dis.  in  1865. 
t * s I Ranker,  enl.  March,  1804  ; killed  or  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  tho 

rno-d. 

1 il  x Tompkins,  enl.  in  G>.  D,  3d  Cav,  Aug.  23,1804;  dis.  June  10,  1805 

t(il,  f..r  the  town  of  Westford). 

t»^*.  tl  It  rook-*,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  3d  Cav.,  January,  1804  ; dis.  June  13,  1805  (enl. 
t * f .wu  of  Kortwriglit). 

• WMU  r,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  51st  Regt.,  Ang.  2-8,  1801;  in  battles  of  Roanoke 
|o«odt  Sewbern,  Fort  Macon,  Kingston,  Bachelor's  Cre*k,  Goldsboro’,  and 
I :.zjil*eth  City;  dis.  Aug.  2u,  1*04. 

to  . 1 1 :n  Lulfdell,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  l‘21st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1801 ; in  battles  of  Rappa- 
hann*M. k Station,  Fredericksburg,  South  Mountain,  A ntictam,  Gettysburg, 
*l--tl*yD  ania,  and  Wilderness;  wounded;  dis.  July  1,-1805. 

•*»vin|  Tompkins,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  3U,  1804;  dis.  July  4,  1805  (enl. 
U.r  towu  of  Ot.^ego). 

A.  rU/k,  eriL  in  Co.  B,  101st  Regt.,  Oct.  9,  1801  ; in  battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Fight 
l*  for-  Richmond,  2d  Bull  Run  ; dis.  Feb.  0,  1803. 

% Chanil*erlain,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav  , March  *27,  1802;  in  battles  of  Little 
Washington,  Swan's  Quartet,  Weldon,  Wilniiiigton,Tarl»oro*,  Rocky  Mount, 
*»L»nj  Creek,  Reams’  Station,  Richmond;  dis.  April  1, 1805. 

2 bn  J.  Gurney,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  16, 1802;  in  battles  of  Nelson’s  Raid, 

W bite  II. ill,  Kingston,  Cold- boro* ; dis.  June  8,  1805. 
l'*»i  i II  T*  al,  enl.  id  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Feb.  29,  1*02;  dis.  June  13,  1SC5. 

II-  r»tio  L.  Perry,  enl.  in  Co.  F.  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  18C2 ; corp.;  in  battles  of 
Kr-lericksburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Wilderness,  Spot  try  I vania  C.  II., 
Petemburg,  Sailor’s  Creek  ; wounded  at  Spottsyl vania ; dis.  July  5,  1865. 
Osid  < h— »ebro,  eul.  in  Co.  L,  7th  Cav,  Jan.  12, 1803;  in  battles  of  Ball’s  Bluff, 
Little  Washington,  Petersburg,  Hatcher’s  Run;  wounded;  dis.  July  20, 
1*65 

V man  Nellis,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Sept.  9,  1801 ; in  battles  of  Roanoke, 
Newborn,  Crampton's  Gap,  Antietam,  and  Fredericksburg ; dis.  April  3, 

1*64. 

AT}L<iii*>  1).  Cba-e,  enl.  in  Co.  F, ul-t  Regt.,  Aug.  9, 1802;  in  battles  of  Gramp- 
ian's Gap,  2d  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  Cedar  Creek,  Winchester; 
w u tided;  dis.  in  June,  1*05. 

J%m-9  Rddee,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Weldon  Road, 
G-.l«Lilioro’,  Kingston,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  Stony  Creek  ; dis.  June 
7,  1*65. 

Lyman  S.  Tiffany,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  9, 1802:  in  battles  of  Petersburg, 
Whiu*  Hall,  Goltlsboro',  Little  Washington,  Blunt's  Mdls,  Rocky  ML,  Tar- 
b*n/#  Pomeroy's  Raid;  dis.  in  May,  1805. 

J pli  S.  t'b  amp  ion,  enl.  iu  Co.  I,  51st  Itcgt.,  Feb.  24,  1804;  corp. ; dis.  in  1865. 
M*nutd  >id«-H,  eul.  in  3d  Cav. ; trans.  to  Mounted  RiJl-s. 

**••».  V*n  Doan,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Feb.  27,  1863. 

Ljbraim  B.  Dutilraiu,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  1801;  in  battles  of  New- 
Ifin,  Ricbnion*!,  etc.;  dis.  iu  1*02. 

t*-  W -xionjk,  enl.  in  Co.  1,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battle  of  Freder- 
i-  k*l  urg ; dis.  in  1*03. 

H r\rc  Dunhaui,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2d  Regt.,  1801;  iu  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  etc.; 
di»*  barged. 

l»» «iiu  Dunham,  enl.  in  1804;  dis.  1865  (credited  to  Daveii|K>rt). 

W^xr  n Dunham,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3*1  Cav.,  &epr.  1804;  dis.  July  5, 1863  (cred- 
its! to  Westford). 

* *rl  « i hauilx>rlAin,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  Art.,  Dec.  18C*2;  dis.  1*03. 

R t-urj»  ( hantlK-rlaJii,  eul.  in  Co.  I.  51st  Il*-gt.,  1*01;  in  battles  of  lb/:  nuke 
l*Und(  N«wbern,  Aniietaiu,  and  South  Mountain  ; died  iu  the  s«*rTice. 
2*iii'«  J.  Jones,  ml.  in  C*».  G.  Dt  Eng.,  Aug.  1*04 ; iu  battles  of  Roan*-ke  and 
N-  * l«»*ni ; di-.  and  rc-en lifted. 

b » < va..f  ,.„j  jn  :u\  { ,y  ' i . i ; dj-.aml  re-enlisted  f r ihe  town  «*f  Ouego. 

1 - V.  a : h Tie  in .<ii,  .*r»L  iu  C ,.  I,  5l-t  lU-gt..  Sept.  5,  Iri.j  ; in  i at  tl*  s . f I red- 
••ri  f^l  urg,  iVit-rstiurg,  Wii-l-rn*— •,  and  Jju  k-on  ; di-.  June,  lfc*85. 

1 •*  i B « hajM*,  enl.  iu  Co.  D,  d Cav„  Aug.  2U,  1*02;  in  battles  of  Wilson’s 
R*i  I,  ••!«*.;  corp.;  dis.  June  D»,  ImV). 

'’iD.-i.  r |S.^tH,rk,  enl.  in  CV#.  F,  l2Dt  RegL,  Ang.  12,  1*02;  in  lwiltles  of 
" *ldrrn**M,  Cold  llarl-or.  *jKitt-ylvanni,  Cedar  Creek,  Frederi.ksburg,  i t 


Julian  Ferry,  capt..  enl.  In  the  12 1 nt  Il**gt.,  Aug.  11,1*02;  in  buttb-*  of  Well- 
ington, Kingston,  Goldsboro',  White  Hall,  Tarlroro’  Raids,  etc.;  dis.  1 in*',. 

John  L.  Weaver,  sergt.,  enl.  in  tho  5I»t  Regt.,  SepL  ‘23,  1801  ; in  Isittb  « of 
Roanoko  Island,  Newborn,  second  Bull  Run,  Vicksburg,  and  Fmb  ri*:k»- 
lmrg;  trans.  to  V.  R.  C. ; re-onlisted  ; taken  prisoner;  dis.  Nov.  11,  1*65. 

Fennimore  Bennett,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  18th  N.  \ .S.  M.,  April,  1801;  in  battles  of 
f*outh  Mountain,  Seven  Days’  Fight  before  Richmond,  etc. ; dis.  W2J. 

Loander  M'-rrihew,  enl.  in  the  70th  Regt.,  1*0*2;  dis.  and  re -on  listed. 

Charles  Merribew,  enl.  in  the  51st  Ib'gt^  180*2;  disc  harged;  re-eulmUd ; again 
discharged  ; died. 

Myron  L.  Chamberlain,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51»t  Ib'gt.,  Oct.  7,  1801  ; in  battles  of  Bull 
Run  and  South  Mountain  ; kilb-d  at  battle  of  Antietam. 

Joseph  H.  Van  /ant,  enl.  in  Co.  G^lnt  N.  Y.  Eng.,  Aug.  ’** 0, 18<>4;  di-.  July  3, 
1805  (credited  to  Otegoi. 

E*lgt\r  Chamberlain,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  March  27,  1802;  dis.  1*65. 

Lary  Dolan,  enl.  in  1802. 

Peter  Hammill,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  1802;  died  in  the  sendee  at  Newhern. 

George  L.  Case,  enl.  in  1862,  capt.,  1st  U.  8.  C.  C. ; in  Grant’s  cufni«aign  of 
1804. 

Hamilton  Brow  n,  maj.,  enl.  in  3d  Cav.,  July,  1801 ; pro.  to  maj.  2*1  U.  S.  C.  C., 
Dec.  5,  1*61;  in  battles  of  Goldsboro*,  Ball’s  Bluff,  and  Kingston;  came 
home  31arch,  18<>4,  and  died  seven  months  thereafter. 

7.iha  H.  Brown,  enl.  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  1801;  died  in  the  sendee,  at  P*x4- 
ville,  Va^  Dec.  1801. 

Delias  Swart,  no  record. 

Ephraim  Rathbone,  no  record. 

Smith  Richardson,  no  record. 

Walter  O&boro,  enl.  in  3d  Cav. 

Frank  Utman,  enl.  in  51st  R**gt. 

King  Ay*  Isworth,  eul.  in  51bt  Regt. 

Edgar  Tip[»e. 

Philor  Prindle. 

Roswell  Olds. 

Davi«l  Smith. 

William  Peebles. 

J.  E.  Smith. 

Joseph  II.  Smith,  enl.  in  14th  Regt.  U.  S.  Inf,  March  13,1802;  served  three 
yean;  honorably  discharged. 

Augustus  E.  Bush,  enl.  in  1st  Fng.,  Aug.  29, 1864;  dis.  July  12,  1865  (credited 
to  town  of  Ot-ego). 

Henry  Shutt*,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng.,  Ang.  1804;  dis.  July,  1865. 

Austin  Tompkinn,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  23,  18C4;  di-.  July  3,  1865 
(credited  to  tow  n of  Otsego). 

D.  M.  Webster,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng.,  1804;  dis.  July,  1*65. 

Rubin  Hoose,  died  in  service. 

Carlton  Tall  mad  ge,  enl.  in  3d  Cav. 

Anthony  Crisielski,  enl.  iu  3d  Cav. 

Tniman  Irish,  surg.,  enl.  in  1st  Erg,  Aug.  28.  1804  ; dis.  June  13, 1*65. 

Job  Ketchuiu,  cnl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  1864;  dis.  18C4  (eul.  for  town  • f 
Otsego). 

Daniel  Pratt,  enl.  in  let  Eng,  Aug.  1804;  dis.  1865  'enl.  for  town  **f  Otsego). 

L.  J.  Brooks,  enl. an  69th  Regt,  Aug.  1*04;  dis.  1**>5. 

Henry  Chamberlain,  enL  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  30,1804;  dis.  July  1.18*5 
(credited  to  Otsego  or  Westford). 

Warren  S.  Fellows,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3*1  Cav,  Aug  1*04;  dis  1865  {credited  to 
Westford). 

William  A.  Fellows,  enl.  in  1st  Eng,  Aug.  1864;  dis.  July  1,  1505  (credited  to 
Westford). 

Jerry  Chase,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  30,  1804  ; dis.  July  1 4,  1865  >redit-  d 
to  Otsego). 

Danicd  Herron,  eul.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav,  Aug.  23,  1864;  dis.  1*65  (credit**d  to 
West  tonl). 

Adalbert  Obis,  enl.  in  3d  Cav,  Aug.  18,  1864 ; dis.  1805. 

George  Hubbard,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Eng,  Sept.  30,  1m>4 ; di-*.  1*05. 

Russel  Huldredge,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lat  Eug,  Aug.  1*»’4;  dis.  1*65. 

Amos  II.  Crippcn,  enl.  in  Co.  E.  1-t  Eng,  Sept.  I**r4 ; *Jis.  18 tio. 

George  Lobdell, -nl.  in  Co.  E,  lit  Eng,  S**pt  lh«’-l ; dis.  1565. 

G.  Swift,  enl.  in  Co.  E.  1st  Eng,  Sept.  -J,  1*04;  dis.  1*65  <cre*l.t»*I  to  3Iilf  »r»l 

Ephraim  Burnside,  eul.  iu  Co.  G,  lot  Eng,  Aug.  1*04;  dis.  lv>5  ';red»t  -l  to 
Westford). 

Juhn  M.  Cady,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng,  Aug  30,1*64;  dis.  1865  (cre«lit  d to 
Ots**go). 

Alvin  S|*erry,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  30,  1864 ; diseharg- d (credited  to 
Otsego). 

Orrin  Lon i ph ere,  enl.  in  3d  Cav,  Aug.  1804;  discharged  (cr*  lit<**I  to  W.-stf  r 1 . 

Charles  Brownell,  eul.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav,  Aug.  23, 1864  ; dis.  I*6>  (credited  t*» 
Westford). 

Solomon  L.  Kelley',  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eug,  Aug.  3u,  1**4  ; dis.  1**>5  (cr».-d.t— i to 
Westford). 

Milo  K»dl*  y,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  30,  1*04;  die.  1865  (ere  lit*  d to  W 
for*l). 

S.  Grwtiel  1,  enl.  In  Co.  E,  1st  Eng,  Aug.  31,  1*61 ; d s.  1*65  credited  to  \\  -,- 
f*»nl  or  Ulsego  >. 

David  N 1 1 is,  eul.  iu  Co.  E,  1st  Eug,  Aug.  31,  1*64;  dis.  1*05  (credited  to 


"••I*.;  *b»  June  .5,  1>*>5. 

“""O  H.lim  r,  .III.  In  tin?  I Jl.t  IU-gt,  Auk.  11,  ISlii,  corp.  I in  UitllM  of  Wil- 
I-,  u-raburg,  Stilor'.  Crvik,  Grtl}.Uurg,  I fcJoricksl  nrj;,  etc. 


Ol^-*;o|. 

Joseph  \ • unnns.  cnl.  In  Co.  G,  L»t  Log,  Aug  30, 1*04;  dis.  July  4,  l*4-  ’*  crr-d« 
lied  to  Westford). 


' 

■ 


184 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


Charles  U.  8evrardt  enl.  In  7tli  If.  Art.,  Jan.  1864 ; wounded  in  buttle  of  Cold 
Harbor;  June  29,  1804. 

8il»u  Qimck#»nbu»h,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  141th  tteu't.,S<*pL  17, 1864;  In  battle  of  Peters- 
burg, etc.;  dia.  June,  1865. 

John  Dyk**man,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lat  Kng.,  Sept.  20,  1004;  dia.  July  2.0  (credited  to 
JfiddleAeld). 

G.  Thompson,  enl.  in  Cav.,  S^pt.  5,  I8f4  ; dii.  June  10, 1805  (enl.  for  Albany  Co.). 

Lawrence  \V.  Davirf,  enl.  in  95th  ItegL,  Oct.  1801 ; re-enl. ; in  battles  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Gettysburg,  etc. 

Jacob  Butts,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  1st  fcng.,  Sepf.  10, 1804 ; dis.  18G5  (credited  to  Daren- 
p<jrt). 

Edward  P.  Eldre<lgpr  enl.  in  Co.  E,  65th  Regt.,  March  11,  1804;  dis.  July  17, 
1805  (crediteil  to  Davenport). 

Stephen  G.  Swift,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  29, 1004  ; dis.  July,  1805  (credited 
to  the  town  of  Otsego). 

Clark  Appleby,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  31,  1804;  dis.  July  4,  1865  (credited 
to  Otsego). 

Franklin  Tompkins,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  30,  1804;  dis.  July  4,1805 
(credited  to  Otsego). 

John  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  90th  Regt.,  Aug.  30, 1804  ; dis.  1805  (credited  to 
Otsego ). 

Daniel  Pratt,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  1804 ; dis.  1805  (credited  to  Otsego). 

Beckwith  Thompson,  enl.  iu  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Sept.  5, 1802;  in  Imttles  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Vicksburg,  .Spottsyl vam a Court-House,  Cold  Harbor,  Jackson 
and  Petersburg;  dis.  June  7,  1*65. 

John  I.  Wilbur,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  1st  Eng.,  Sept  3,  1804 ; dis.  July  3, 1805  (credited 
to  Davenport). 

Lawrence  R.  Kelley,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng.,  Sept  1,  1804,  aergt. ; dis.  July  13, 
18G5  (credited  to  Middb  fudd;. 

narrieon  Mallory,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng., Sept  5,1864 ; dis.  Aug.  22, 1865  (credited 
to  Middlefield). 

Chester  Osborn,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  30, 1804 ; dis.  July  4, 1805  (credited 
to  West  ford). 

Armstrong  Wright,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  lot  Eng.,  Sept.  5,1804;  dis.  June  30,1865 
(credited  to  Middlefield). 

Stephen  G.  Swift,  enl.  in  1st  Eng. 

Jerome  F.  Swift,  enl.  in  1st  Fng. 

Auios  H.  Bennett,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  3d  Cav.,  Sept  3,  1804;  discharged  in  1805 
(credited  to  Albany  county). 

Dewight  Robinson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  l=t  Eng.,  Aug.  30,1804;  in  battles  of  Chapin's  j 
Bluff  and  Hare  Hill;  dis.  July  3,  1865. 

Charles  W.  Utter,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  30,  1804;  dis.  July  4,  1865 
(credited  to  Otsego). 

Ingraham  P.  Boughton,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  3d  Car.,  Sept  10,1804;  corporal;  dis. 
June  lu,  1865. 

Thadous  C.  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  2-3,  1804;  dis.  June  7,  1865 
(credited  to  Westford). 

George  Bennett,  enl.  in  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  2, 1064;  dis.  June  30, 1865  (credited  to 
Westford). 

Freeman  Banker,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.;  dis.  in  1865  (credited  to  Pittsfield). 

Frederick  Olds,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  11,  1864;  dis.  in  1865  (credited  to 
Rosel«o',m). 

Don  D.  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  2, 1-.04  (credited  to  Middlefield;. 

Kib*y  J.  Hathaway,  enl.  in  Oj.  L,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  30,  1*04  'credited  to  West  ford). 

Nathan  Brockway,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng  , Aug.  30,  1864  (credited  to  Otsego  . 

John  II aynor,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  3 <1  Car.,  Aug.  30,  1804  (credited  to  Westford;. 

George  W.  Haynor,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  30,  1804  'credited  to  WVstf  .rd  . 

William  S.  Bliren,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  3f»,  1804;  killed  at  Cl  Lap  in’s 
Farm  (credited  l«*  Otsego). 

Oliver  P.  Wigar,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  30,  18G4  (credited  t o Otsego). 

Lew  is  Gras-fiehl,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  30,  180  4;  dis.  July  4.  1865. 

John  J.  Smalley,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  A Car.,  Aug.  1*64  : dis.  June  7,  1*65. 

Rufus  L.  Cluuui,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Car.,  Aug.  23,  lv>4  'credited  to  Weatford). 

Ransom  31.  Evans,  enl.  in  51al  Regt.,  Aug.  38, 1-*  4;  dis.,  and  re-enlisted  in  lat 
Eng.  Ib  gt.  'credited  to  Otsego). 

William  ?.  H o.hkin,  enl.  iu  Co.  E,  Ut  Eng , Aug.  28, 1804  ; in  battle  of  Chapin's 
Farm  ; dis.  July  13,  1865  (credited  to  West  ford). 

John  M.  Tall  mad go,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  l*»t  Eng.,  Aug.  31,  1864  (credit  **d  to  Otsfgo). 

Milo  Kelley,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  let  Er*g.,  Aug.  29,  1 »«>4 ; m battle  of  Chapin's  Farm 
(credited  to  West  ford ). 

Davi  1 Palmer,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Dt  Eng  , Aug.  3u,  1864  (credited  to  Otsego). 

R1v.4di.r-t wick,  enl.  in  C#.  K,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  31,  1*64  (credited  to  Otsego). 

Dari iis  Olnwfe-td,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3*1  Car.,  Aug.  12,  1801. 

Washington  Olds,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Car.,  Aug.  3d,  1**>4  ( cr«  lited  to  W*-«tf>rd  ). 

Arnold  S.  Lain ph ere,  enl.  in  (Jo.  E,  1st  Eng^  Sept.  1,  1864  (credited  t \o  Middle- 
field). 

Dxu’.tl  P.  Walling  and  L.  R.  Boj ce  enlisted  in  the  navy. 


CHAPTER  XL  VII. 

TOWN  OF  MIDDLEFIELD. 
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Middlefield  was  set  off  from  the  old  town  of  Cherry 
Valley,  March  3,  1797.  It  lies  northeast  of  the  centre-  of 
the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north,  by 
the  towns  of  Springfield  and  Cherry  Valley;  on  the  ca-it, 
by  Cherry  Valley,  Roseboom,  and  Westford;  on  the  south, 
by  Westford  and  Milford;  and  on  the  west,  by  Hartwick, 
Otsego,  and  Otsego  lake.  The  principal  stream  is  Cherry 
Valley  creek,  which  flows  southwest  through  the  east  part 
of  the  town,  passing  near  Clarksville  and  Westville,  empty- 
ing into  the  Susquehanna  in  school  district  No.  20. 

The  surface  is  hilly,  the  summits  being  400  to  500  feet 
above  the  village.  It  is  well  adapted  to  agriculture,  the 
soil  consisting  chiefly  of  a sandy  and  gravelly  loam. 

Settlement  began  in  this  town  nearly  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury before  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  only  fifteen  years 
after  John  Lindsay  planted  the  standard  of  civilization  iu 
the  wilds  of  Cherry  Valley.  Among  those  adventurous 
spirits  were  Alexander,  Benjamin,  Daniel,  and  Reuben 
McCollum,  Samuel  and  Andrew  Wilson,  William  Cook. 
Andrew  Cameron.  Andrew  Cochran,  and  a Mr.  Hall. 
They  settled  in  the  north  p*art  of  the  town,  near  Middle- 
field  Centre. 

It  required  no  small  amount  of  courage  to  penetrate 
the  wilderness  at  that  early  date  and  attempt  a settlement, 
when  the  surrounding  forest  was  inhabited  only  by  wild 
beasts  and  hostile  Indians.  As  time  passed  on,  and  the 
Revolutionary  war  became  imminent,  the  situation  was 
rendered  still  more  hazardous;  and.  in  1776.  in  the  com- 
munication addressed  to  the  committee  of  Try  on  county, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dunlop  say.s,  “ Newtown-Martin  ("Middlefield; 
lies  very  open  and  unguarded,  and  very  much  exposed  to 
the  enemy  in  case  an  Indian  war  should  break  out,  or  any 
party  of  the  enemy  should  take  it  into  their  heads  to  come 
down  upon  us.”  It  will  also  be  seen  by  the  following,  which 
appeared  in  the  same  letter,  that  the  inhabitants  genera: iy 
rallied  around  the  colonial  standard,  ready  to  sacrifice  th  !r 
lives  in  defense  of  their  “just  and  inalienable  right'. 

“ Know  also,  honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  spirit  of  our 
inhabitants  has  been  such  for  the  American  cause,  that  out 
of  the  small  and  scattered  bounds  of  Cherry  Valley  and 
Newtowu-Martin  no  less  than  thirty-three  has  turned  out 
for  immediate  service.” 

During  this  period,  and  many  years  later,  it  was  un.-afo 
for  women  or  children  to  venture  out  unprotected,  as 
marauding  bands  of  savages  were  mining  the  for.-f.s  iu 
every  direction.  On  the  White  farm  is  standing  the  barn 
near  which  Daniel  McCollum,  son  of  Alexander  McCollum, 
was  captured  by  Indians  in  1 7 7 -r5 . The  narrative  of  hu 
capture  is  as  follows  : 

In  the  spring  of  1773,  then  but  two  years  of  age.  he 
went  with  his  father  and  eldest  brother  to  a ‘ sugar-hu-h 
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,•/.(  • *h.>rl  distance  fr  is  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
, • ■ »rtti  tustr.  II  e soon  became  weary,  ami  wanted  to  go 
^ The  others,  not  bein^  ready  to  go,  showed  him  tlie 
• ath.  and  saw  him  start  for  the  house.  He  proceeded 
M ,,  until  within  hearing  distance  of  the  house  and  near 
v ' g„ud.  His  mother  and  sister  in  the  house,  hearing 
K{tani  n-cnguized  it  as  that  of  the  little  boy.  The  mother 
,J  - Hun,  Kitty;  for  I fear  something  has  happened  to 
I»ia>wd.  ' 8he  immediately  ran  to  the  place  from  whence 
l(if  Mrtjnd  had  proceeded,  but  could  find  no  traces  of  him 
me  » few  small  foot-prints  near  the  pond.  Site  went  to 

0. <  «urar-eamp,  and  there  learned  that  they  had  but  a 
:'.Js  while  before  sent  him  to  the  house.  The  pond  was 

Jnimsl,  and  during  three  days  search  was  continued  for 
,i  <.  j,!ilo  one,  but  without  success.  Mr.  McCollum,  being 
t urn  of  influence  and  property,  left  no  means  untried  by 
■ hu-h  information  might  be  obtained.  But  all  in  vain. 
The  heart-broken  parents  were  obliged  to  give  up  in  de- 
*:«»ir.  Daniel  in  the  mean  time  was  being  carried  on  the 
of  a squaw  towards  Buffalo,  by  way  of  the  Mohawk 
i »lh-y.  This  squaw  had  been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
she  McCollum  neighborhood,  several  times  visiting  the 

1,  use,  and  was  often  seen  to  take  the  children  in  her  arms 
!i  a playful  manner.  As  she  was  missing  about  this  time, 

and  was  never  after  seen  in  the  vicinity,  it  is  supposed  that 
•lie  had  taken  him.  He  was  about  nine  years  among  the 
Indians,  when  he  was  taken  to  Fort  Stanwix  (Rome). 
From  here  he  went  to  Albany,  and  finally  to  Poughkeepsie, 
where  he  was  takeu  by  the  pnx>rmaster  and  apprenticed  to 
a man  named  Colonel  Hay,  who  soon  after  removed  to 
lake  George,  taking  Dauiei  with  him,  and  naming  him 
Clinton  Hay.  While  at  the  lake  he  was  seen  and  recog- 
niz  d by  an  aunt,  who  ac  ocee  sent  the  information  to  his 
parents.  They,  however,  failed  to  receive  it,  but  subse- 
quently learned  from  a lady  residing  at  Cherry  Valley  that 
hr  was  alive.  Mr.  McCollum  immediately  set  out  to  re- 
el. ri m the  wauderer,  and  after  furnishing  Colonel  Hay  suffi- 
cient proof  that  the  child  was  ••  Daniel  McCollum,”  he  was 
r> -stored  to  his  father  and  taken  to  his  mountain  home. 
Hut  oil,  how  changed  1 The  little  prattling  boy  had  grown 
up  in  Indian  degradation  and  wretchedness,  knowing  no- 
thing of  civilized  life  except  the  little  he  had  learned  while 
among  the  whites.  He  spoke  three  Indian  tongues,  and 
uj-oti  his  return  he  attended  school,  but  it  was  with  the 
etc. itost  difficulty  that  be  learned  English.  He  grew  to 
manhood,  married,  and  settled  on  a farm  given  him  by  his 
father.  His  long  captivity  with  the  savages  in  a measure 
incapacitated  him  from  business,  and  he  subsequently  lost 
his  property,  and  to  gain  a livelihood  published  a uarrative 
"f  his  captivity  and  life  among  the  Indians. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  ami  soou  after, 
*<.•111  eiuents  were  made  in  various  portions  of  the  town,  and 
the  ringing  axe  of  the  pioneer  told  of  a new  era. 

Among  the  early  *«.  tt.crs  were  lleubeu  Beals,  31  r.  Rice, 
1»>  ruard  Temple,  V*  ii.iaru  Couiptou,  Whitney  Jurili, 
'**'  plien  and  Thomas  Pratt.  William  Cook,  Moses  Rich, 
I* oiic!  Moore,  William  Temple,  and  oue  Dunham. 

Prominent  union the  ; ioneers  who  left  New  England 
*'"d  settled  in  this  town  was  Gardner  Blair,  from  .Massa- 
rhusctis,  who  located  in  iTW  on  the  Bowers  patent,  about 
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four  miles  southeast  of  Middlefield  Ceutre.  Ilis  family 
consisted  of  twelve  children, — seven  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Two  sons,  David  and  Robert  Blair,  aged  respectively  eighty- 
two  and  seventy-four  years,  reside  in  the  town  ou  farms 
south  of  the  Centre. 

Levi  H.  Pierce  was  born  in  this  town  in  1794.  He 
subsequently  purchased  land  on  the  Bowers  patent,  near 
Clarksville,  aud  in  the  year  1831  erected  a gristmill  and 
distillery  near  Bowerstown.  The  mill  was  afterwards 
changed  to  a tannery  by  his  son,  Orrin  J.,  who  resides  <>n 
the  same  farm.  George  W.  Peckham  built  a grist-mili, 
distillery,  and  tavern  in  about  1818. 

John  Parshall  emigrated  to  Ncwburg,  N.  Y.,  ami  from 
there  to  Middlefield  Centre,  then  known  as  Newtown- 
Martin,  in  179G,  and  purchased  land  of  the  McCollum 
family,  located  between  Springfield  and  Middlefield  Centre. 
He  reared  a family  of  eleven  children, — three  sons  aud  eight 
daughters.  Two  daughters — Mrs.  Delia  Parshall,  aged 
seventy-nine,  and  Mrs.  D.  Dutuher,  aged  seventy-seven— 
are  living  in  the  vicinity. 

From  Chatham,  Conn.,  came  Noahdiah  White,  in  1805, 
with  a family  of  four  daughters  and  two  sons.  Ho  pur- 
chased a large  farm  of  Alexander  McCollum,  on  Red  creek, 
near  the  village  of  Middlefield  Centre.  There  w.as  a saw- 
mill on  the  place  at  the  time  of  purchase.  Mr.  White 
died  in  1835.  Two  daughters — Miss  White  and  Mrs. 
Rice — arc  living  in  the  vicinity. 

A soldier  of  the  Revolution  who  sought  the  wilds  of 
Newtown-Martin  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  Isaac  Green, 
who  was  born  in  Greenwich,  Mass.,  in  1757.  lie  pur- 
chased land  about  three-fourths  of  a mile  north  of  31  id  lie- 
field  Centre.  A number  of  apple-trees  were  standing  «n 
this  farm  at  the  time  of  purchase,  and  this  was  undoubt- 
edly the  first  orchard  in  the  town.  Ilis  family  consisted 
of  twelve  children, — ten  daughters  and  two  sons.  A 
daughter — 3Irs.  David  Blair,  aged  eighty- three — resides 
on  a farm  south  of  the  Centre. 

Solomon  Jones  was  an  early  settler.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  War  of  1S12.  Died  in  1S713. 

Samuel,  Andrew,  Abner,  and  Phinney  Wilson,  four 
brothers,  came  from  3Iassaehusetts  in  1814,  and  settled 
near  Middlefield  Centre,  on  the  Ilosebooui  and  .McCollum 
tract.  3Irs.  Agnes  Church,  a niece  of  Samuel  Wilson,  re- 
sides in  the  vicinity.  (See  portrait  on  page  191.  ) 

Hiram  Peake  now  occupies  the  farm  upon  which  lie  was 
born  iu  1804.  Ilis  father,  Ephraim  Peake,  was  a j • i • r 
in  this  vicinity,  locating  in  Bowerstown,  on  land  known  a; 
the  Bowers  tract. 

David  Anderson  was  also  an  early  settler,  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  a pioneer  mill. 

Prominent  among  those  identified  with  the  piom-er  his- 
tory of  3Iiddlefuld  stands  the  name  of  James  Parsbail. 
| who  came  from  Long  Island  to  Cherry  \ alley  in  17  * 
l and  soon  after  to  this  town,  locating  at  Middled  -1  (' 

Ho  was  an  orderly-sergeant  iu  Clinton’s  army  in  hi-  u 
j orablo  campaign  against  the  Indians,  and  assisted  in  ij  i- 
I ing  the  dam  at  the  foot  of  the  lake.  A son  of  th  • 

Mr.  Gilbert  Parshall.  now  residing  at  WhigvilV-.  <•■. 
the  oldest  residents  in  the  town,  having  been  born  in  31 
die  field  Centre  iu  1809.  .Mr.  Parshall  manifests  iniici: 
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interest  in  the  history  of  the  town,  and  relates  with  zest 
many  incidents  of  “ye  olden  time.”  He  has  in  his  posses- 
sion an  interesting  Indian  relic.  It  is  a cup  about  six 
inches  in  diameter  and  one  and  one-half  inches  in  depth, 
made  of  a black-ash  knot.  This  curious  cup  was  found  by 
his  father  hanging  in  an  Indian  wigwam. 

Another  prominent  pioneer  and  surveyor  was  Benjamin 
Gilbert.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town, 
and  was  also  sheriff  of  the  county.  Joseph  White  is  also 
mentioned  as  a pioneer. 

The  first  tavern  in  Middlefield  Centre  was  built  by  Isaiah 
Newcomb.  This  was  one  of  the  first  buildings  in  the 
village,  and  is  still  standing  as  a monument  of  days  gone  by. 

The  first  store  was  kept  by  Dr.  Asel  Todd. 

The  pioneer  physician  was  Dr.  Alfred  Ely. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  in  about  the  year 
1812,  with  Willard  Griffen  as  postmaster,  the  mail  at  that 
time  being  brought  by  post-riders. 

The  first  school-house  was  erected  in  about  the  year  1800, 
on  the  White  farm.  Master  Aplin  was  the  first  teacher. 

Luther  Peck  is  remembered  as  the  pioneer  blacksmith, 
and  Zorah  Todd  as  the  first  carpenter. 

Major  Jotham  Ames,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  was  a 
pioneer  in  this  town,  where  he  died  in  1S12,  aged  seventy. 
He  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  and  served  gallantly  through 
the  entire  war.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga,  where  his 
captain  was  killed,  and  he  took  command  of  the  company. 

Another  soldier  of  the  Revolution  was  Captain  Stephen 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  17-17.  He  came  from  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  settled  in  Pierstown  in  1790,  and  ten  years 
after  located  in  this  town  on  lands  taken  from  the  Bowers 
patent,  now  owned  by  the  county,  upon  which  the  county 
poor-house  is  located.  Captain  Smith  was  at  the  battles  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  Trenton,  and  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis, 
at  Yorktown.  He  died  in  1817.  A granddaughter — 
Amanda,  wife  of  Barzilla  Bradley — resides  in  the  town. 

_ Captain  Thomas  Ransom,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
settled  in  the  town  at  the  close  of  the  war,  on  lands  near 
Phocnixville,  on  the  Beaver  Meadow  road.  Captain  Smith 
was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  died  in  this  town, 
in  1828. 

James  Bradley,  of  honored  memory,  entered  the  colonial 
army  from  Sandgatc,  Vt.,and  served  three  years.  lie  was 
at  Princeton  and  also  at  the  crossing  of  the  Delaware.  He  \ 
received  his  discharge  at  Grcenbush,  opposite  Albany,  and  ! 
in  1799  came  to  this  town  and  located  near  Phuenixville, 
on  the  Bowers  patent.  He  died  in  1381,  at  the  advanced  | 
age  of  seventy  years.  A son — Mr.  Barzilla  Bradley — re- 
sides on  a portion  of  the  land  owned  by  his  father. 

Still  another  veteran  of  the  Revolution  was  Moses  Thomp- 
son, who  enlisted  from  Walpole,  N.  II.  He  emigrated  to 
this  town  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  settled  on  the  Beaver 
Meadow  road.  He  died  in  183-1. 

William  Temple,  a native  of  Walpole,  N.  H.,  was  a sol-  j 
di<  r in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  settled  in  this  town 
in  1790,  on  the  Beaver  Meadow  road.  He  died  in  1826. 
Three  granddaughters  occupy  the  old  homestead. 

Another  veteran  of  the  Revolutionary  strmrglo  was  Aaron 
Smith,  who  enlisted  from  the  “ land  of  steady  habits.  He 
settled  in  Middlefield  in  1807,  outlie  Beaver  Meadow  road.  1 


He  died  in  1825,  aged  eighty  years.  Two  grandson-—- 
William  and  Fenimore  Smith — are  residents  of  the  town. 

Captain  Ziba  Robinson,  from  Rhode  Island,  served 
during  the  Revolution.  He  came  to  the  western  wilder, 
ness  and  settled  in  Hartwick  in  1790,  and  subsequently 
located  in  this  town,  on  the  Patten  farm.  He  died  in  I s Op 
at  the  advanced  age  of  about  ninety  years.  Three  children 
are  residents  of  the  county, — one  son  residing  in  Hartwick, 
one  in  Milford,  and  a daughter,  Mrs.  Compton,  in  this 
town. 

Simeon  C.  Ames,  William  Pulley, - Milton  Young,  and 
Ichabod  Stockwell,  also  residents  of  Middlefield,  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  last  named  is  still  living  in  the 
town. 

Of  the  early  settlers  of  Middlefield  none  occupied  a 
wanner  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  than  Dr.  Sumner 
Ely,  of  honored  memory.  He  located  in  Clarksville  in 
1810,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which 
he  continued  almost  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  occupied 
many  positions  of  trust  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
always  discharging  his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency.  He  died  Feb.  3, 1S57. 
His  children  were  as  follows  : Adriel  G.  Ely,  physician,  re- 
siding at  Girard,  Pa. ; Theo.  D.  Ely,  deceased  ; Sumner 
Stow  Ely,  attorney,  residing  in  New  York  ; Benjamin  C. 
Ely,  physician,  residing  at  Girard,  Pa. ; and  William  H. 
Ely,  merchant,  residing  at  East  Worcester. 

A prominent  settler  below  Bowerstown,  and  one  of  the 
first  in  the  county,  was  Dr.  Obadiah  Dunham,  who  came 
from  Pownal,  Vermont,  in  1755.  He  died  in  1813,  aged 
eighty-two  years.  His  son,  Abner  Dunham,  was  born  in 
this  town  in  1773,  and  during  his  lifetime  occupied  the 
farm  upon  which  he  was  born.  lie  died  in  1822,  leaving 
a family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters.  Two  daughters 
reside  in  the  vicinity,  viz.,  Mrs.  Amy  Campbell,  born  in 
1801,  living  at  Middlefield  Centre;  and  Mrs.  Joanna 
Mackey,  born  in  1804,  living  near  Bowerstown. 

Among  other  old  settlers  were  the  following:  Stephen 
Smith,  Ethel  Starr,  Abijah  Boughton,  John  II.  Rice,  Wil- 
liam Rice,  Abner  Dunham,  Robert  Dickson,  Jeremiah 
Irons,  Amos  Smith,  William  Smith.  Samuel  Alger,  Jesse 
Smith,  Samuel  Wilson,  Samuel  Griffen,  Thos.  Jones.  Abra- 
ham Fling,  Samuel  Gary,  Daniel  Mason,  James  North, 
Daniel  Edwards,  David  Fling,  Abijah  Barnutu,  Hinckley 
Walker,  Ephraim  Peake,  John  Smith,  Amasa  Gary,  Janus 
Murphy,  Constant  Havens,  Jabez  Johnson,  M.  Pierce, 
Jonathan  Pierce,  Noah  Hubbell,  William  Armitage,  John 
Ross.  Luther  Peake,  Reuben  Brown,  Nathan  Pierce,  Thad- 
deus  Brookins,  Isaac  Green,  Robert  and  William  Campbell. 
Darius  Moon,  Lewis  Edsou,  Jr.,  Othniel  Luce,  Richard 
Hortli,  Nathaniel  Antisdcl,  Benajah  Bunda,  Samuel  Ham- 
lin, Daniel  Rice,  Thomas  Tennant,  Joshua  Coon,  Jane 
Eggleston,  Arnold  Burrill,  Ziba  Robinson,  Benjamin  North, 
George  Boid.  Wiiliatu  Binti,  Isaac  Green.  Oliver  Buell. 
Ebcnczor  Bennett,  Oliver  Stetson,  Nathan  1 larky,  Nath. 
Gallop,  Oliver  Gibbs.  John  Sweet.  Daniel  Temple,  Samuel 
Kilpatrick.  James  Ingalls,  Timothy  Walker,  Cornelius  Hen- 
drix. and  Jonathan  Bennett. 

A prominent  settler  in  the  town,  and  one  of  the  largest 
land  holders  in  the  county,  was  John  M.  Bowers. 
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, J'li.rnix  cotton-mil!,  located  in  this  town,  was 
, in  about  the  year  1815,  and  was  superseded  by  the 
, i.t. me  building  in  1835.  In  about  the  year  18UG 

, ehmu'tsJ  to  a woolen-mill,  and  run  as  such  about  live 
wj„.„  the  hosiery  manufacture  was  beyun.  It  is  now 
'f»tcd  by  Groat  & Co. 

p-,nv  are  four  small  villJcres  in  Middlcfield,  viz.,  Middle- 
i,  J ('< litre,  in  the  northern  part ; Westville,  in  the  south- 
part ; and  Clarksville,  in  the  eastern  part.  Bowera- 
^ f ii  and  Lentville  are  hamlets. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  in  Middlcfield  was  held  April  4, 
IT'.'",  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  following  officers: 
S"i«rvi.«>r. — Samuel  Gritfcn. 

T,irn  Clerk. — Thomas  Joues. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Andrew  Wilson,  Stephen 
Smith,  ami  Moses  Rich. 

( ’.mmissiouersof  Schools. — Samuel  Griffon,  Lewis  Edson, 
*nd  Robert  Campbell. 

Assessors. — Robert  Dickson,  William  Binn,  and  George 
II  dd. 

Onr*eera  of  Poor. — Daniel  McCollum  and  Obadiah 
Dunham. 

Constables. — Abraham  Fling,  Abner  Dunham. 

Collector. — Abraham  Fling. 

Pence  Viewers. — Daniel  Rice  and  John  Smith. 

Pmnul  Master. — William  Binn. 

Overseers  of  Highways. — Isaac  Green,  Oliver  Buel, 
'Rlx  tiezer  Bennett,  Oliver  Stetson,  Nathaniel  Harley,  Na- 
thaniel Gallop,  Oliver  Gibbs,  John  Sweet,  George  Boid, 
Daniel  Temple,  Samuel  Kiilpatrick,  Thaddeus  Brookins, 
J-uirs  Ingalls,  Timothy  Walker.  Abijah  Barnurn,  Cornelius 
Hendrix,  and  Jonathan  Bennett. 

Overseers  of  highways  appointed  by  the  commissioners, 
Nathan  Pearce,  Jonathan  Smith. 

Ordinances  passed  as  law  in  and  for  the  town  of  Middlcfield,  April 

«.  i ry- : 

l*t.  “That  horses  and  sheep  shall  not  be  commoners.” 
id.  “That  hogs  shall  not  be  commoners  from  the  first  of  April  until 
the  first  of  November.” 

'-I.  “That  all  marks  of  cattle,  etc.,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  town- 
r'r  “M*  that  have  not  previously  been  recorded  in  the  town  of  Cherry 
v alley.” 

IT>\  May  29: 

A fine  of  twelve  dollars  and  a half,  secured  to  the  poormasters  by 
>•'«  Rich  by  note,  William  Cook,  of  Cooperstown,  bail  for  said 
' obtained  before  James  Ingals,  Esq.,  for  the  said  sum  of  jtl2.n0. 

1 of  Middlefiold,  1 Recorded  by  order  of 

t ouuty  of  Otsego.  ) James  Ingals,  Esq. 

Aor.  not  of  excise  arising  from  licenses  given  to  the  following  per- 
*onq  A. n.  1799  : 

James  Ingals $3 

Andrew  Carman 5 

•allies  Il  wth 3 

■'’  .than  l’earee 5 

M .-es  Rich 3 

M illiam  Rice 3 

Total $31) 

Attest:  Samvel  Griffin,  Supervisor. 

M»reh  23,  1799. 

Ai,  a.  '. Hint  of  the  road  district  in  the  town  of  Middlcfield,  as  laid 
eul  by  the  commissioners,  bob.  14,  1798: 


No.  I.  “ Beginning  at  Cooperstown  bridge,  ends  four  rods  north  of 
James  Ingals’.” 

No.  2.  “ Beginning  4 rods  N.  of  Jas.  Ingals’,  ends  at  the  bridge  near 
Andrew  Carman’s.” 

No.  3.  “Begins  at  the  bridge  near  A.  C.  bridge,  and  ends  at  C.  Val- 
ley lines.” 

No.  4.  “ Beg.  at  the  St.  road,  near  Phineas  Wilson's,  ends  at  Spring- 
field  lino.” 

No.  5.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road  near  Sam'l  Anderson’s,  ends  at  Spr. 
line.” 

No.  6.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road  a few  rods  N.  of  James  Ilorth's,  ends 
at  Spr.  line.” 

No.  7.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road  between  James  Ingals’  and  Abel  Park- 
er’s, ends  at  Robert  Riddle's." 

No.  8.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road,  running  by  John  Cook’s,  Sam’l  Kill- 
patrick’8,  and  to  C.  Valley  line.” 

No.  9.  “ Beg.  at  the  St.  road,  near  Sam'l  Anderson's,  ends  at  the  long 
Pattent  road  near  Ephraim  Brookins’.” 

No.  10.  “ Beg.  at  road  No.  9,  ends  at  the  N.  line  of  Win.  P.use’i 
farm.” 

No.  11.  “ Beginning  at  the  State  road,  near  Hosea  Brown's,  ends  at 
Nathan  White’s  house,  on  long  Pattent.” 

No.  12.  “ Beg.  at  C.  Valley  line,  runs  down  the  long  Pattent  to  Moses 
Rich’s  barn.” 

No.  13.  “Beg.  at  a bridge  near  James  Murphy’s,  ends  at  the  N.  line 
of  John  Thomas’  farm.” 

No.  14.  “ Beg.  at  N.  line  of  John  Thomas’  farm,  ends  at  the  So.  line 
of  Middlcfield.” 

No.  15.  “ Beg.  at  the  house  of  Arnold  Burrells,  ends  at  the  So.  line 
of  Middlefield,  W.  side  C.  V.  creek.” 

No.  16.  “Beg.  at  Moses  Rich's  Mill,  ends  at  C.  Valley  line,  E.  side 
of  C.  Valley  creek.” 

No.  17.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road,  near  Mrs.  Bntt’s  farm,  ends  at  :h.e 
crotch  of  the  road  near  Bower’s  saw-mill.” 

No.  18.  “Beg.  at  the  St.  road  near  Bower’s  field,  ends  at  the  crotch 
of  the  road  near  Thomas'  tract. 

No.  19.  “ Beg.  at  the  School-house,  ends  at  the  bridge  below  Bower's 
saw-mill.” 

No.  20.  “ Beg.  at  the  bridge  near  Thomas’  tracts,  ends  at  Jeremiah 
Irons’.” 

Moses  Rich, 

Andrew  Wilson, 

Stephen  Smith, 
Commissioners  of  Highimyt . 

“The  Commissioners  of  Excise  for  the  town  of  Middlcfield  have 
Licensed  Moses  Rich  to  keep  an  iDn  or  a Tavern,  which  I’ve  acct'd  to 
the  Poor-Masters  five  dollars. 

“Samuel  Griffin,  Supervisor. 

“ Middlefield,  May  26,  1793.” 

“Statement  of  excise  or  poor  money  in  the  town  of  Middlesex. 
July  10,  1797  : 

“On  hand  at  present,  £20  18s. 

“Samuel  Griffin,  Supervisor. 

“To  be  Recorded.” 

The  proportion  of  school  money  from  the  State  for  the  town  of 
Middlefield,  forty-one  pounds  thirteen  shillings.  Also,  twenty-one 
pounds  twelve  shillings  raised  by  said  town,  making  in  the  whole 
the  sum  of  sixty-three  pounds  five  shillings. 

As  certified  by  the  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Otsego. 

Entered  August  22,  1797. 

“ The  commissioners  for  the  town  of  Middlefield  have  licensed  four 
persons  to  keep  inns  or  taverns,  for  which  they  pay  five  dollars  each, 
the  whole  twenty  dollars. 

“Samuel  Griffin,  Supervisor. 

“ March  2,  1798.” 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  anti  town  clerks 
from  17  J 7 to  1878: 

Supervisors.  Town  Clerk*. 

1797 Samuel  Gridin.  Thomas  Jones. 

1793 “ 

1799 “ « “ “ 

1SOO “ “ “ “ 

1801 « “ “ 

1892 « « “ 
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SuperviH*  re.  Town  C1<*rke. 


1803 

Thomas  June*. 

1801 

“ “ 

44  44 

1805 

a a 

1 4 .4 

lSUti 

1 4 44 

Samuel  Griffin. 

1807 

44  44 

Thomas  Jones. 

1808 

it  u 

Samuel  Gliffiu. 

1800 

it  44 

44  44 

1810 

44  44 

1811 

“ “ 

44  44 

1812 

44  44 

1813 

Sumner  Ely. 

181  l 

44  44 

44  44 

1815 

(1  u 

44  44 

1810 

44  it 

44  44 

1817 

Daniel  Gilbert. 

Isis 

44  44 

44  44 

1810 

U 44 

44  44 

1820 

44  44 

44  44 

1821 

44  44 

Ashael  Todd. 

1822 

44  44 

44  44 

1823 

44  44 

Sarancl  Griffin. 

1821 

44  44 

James  J.  Lice. 

1825 

44  44 

44  44 

1826 

44  44 

Lewis  Barnum. 

1S27 

44  44 

44  44 

1828 

44  44 

Benjamin  Gilbert. 

1820 

David  Lent. 

1830 

44  44 

Samuel  Huntington. 

1831 

Levi  Wood. 

1832 

.4  44 

1833 

44  44 

Barnabas  M.  Gilbert. 

1S34 

44  44 

1335 

44  44 

1836 

Levi  Wood. 

44  44 

1837 

44  44 

1.838 

44  44 

Milton  U.  Chase. 

1839 

44  44 

44  44 

1340 

John  Hayden. 

1841 

44  44 

IS  12 

44  44 

44  44 

1843 

44  44 

1844 

44  44 

44  44 

1845 

Everett  Henman. 

1846 

41  44 

William  Brooks. 

1847 

44  44 

1818 

George  Henman. 

1840 

44  44 

44  44 

1850 

44  44 

1861 

44  44 

1852 

44  44 

44  44 

1853 

44  44 

1 S54 

44  “ 

Orscmus  Reynolds. 

1855 

Moses  R.  Rrown. 

1856 

John  Hinds. 

1857 

“ 44 

Elihu  C.  ljri'_r£3. 

1858 

Fayette  L.  Gilbert. 

1850 

William  Brooks. 

i860 

William  H.  Ely. 

1861 

44  44 

1862 

44  44 

1803 

Farrand  C.  Parshall. 

1804 

Samuel  11.  Hunter. 

1865 

44  44 

44  44 

1806 

44  44 

44  4. 

1807 

Jordan  C.  Follett. 

1808 

44  44 

1860 

Egbert  Marks. 

1870 

“ 44 

Lueien  li.  Bowen. 

1871 

Martin  E.  Gates. 

1872 

44  44 

Lueien  B.  Bowen. 

1873 

44  44 

1871 

44  it 

L>75 

Delos  Follett. 

1876 

I.ucieu  B.  Bowen. 

1877 

John  Peake. 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows  : 

•T 

Supervisor. — A.  G.  Murphy. 
hum  Clerk. — John  Peake. 

Collector. — D.  M.  Hunter. 

Commissioner  of  !l i'jh icaijs. — Henry  Jones. 

Justice  of  the  I ’a ice. — N.  T.  Bates. 

Roil  rood  Commissioners. — L.  II.  Bowen,  J.  G.  North, 
ami  II.  M.  Pierce. 

.lsscssw. — It.  B row n . 

Constables. — J.  C.  Lane,  George  Risedorph,  Henry 
Andrews,  C.  Doolittle.  T.  Aud,  J.  W.  Sexton,  and  Martin 
Eekler. 


Inspectors  of  Election. — L.  D.  \ an  Patten,  Ja_\  Ecki»  r 
S.  M.  Barnum,  Jr..  Harry  North,  H.  Hubbard,  B.  Rug,.r 
and  E.  Eggleston. 

Excise  Commissioner. — J.  II.  Ames. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  18G5  there  were  25,612  acres  of  improved  land-  in 
Middlefield,  and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  §1 ,5dd.;>:J5 ; 
plowed  lands,  6178  acres  ; in  pasture,  9525  acres;  acre-  in 
meadow,  8632;  spring  wheat  harvested  in  1864.  1 

bushels;  bushels  of  winter  wheat,  857;  bushels  of  oats. 
47,440;  bushels  of  barley,  1443;  bushels  of  buckwheat. 
8300  ; bushels  of  Indian  corn,  19,460  ; bushels  of  potatoes. 
35,726;  bushels  of  peas,  953;  bushels  of  beans,  1ST 
bushels  of  turnips,  886  ; pounds  of  hops,  391,861  ; bushels 
of  apples,  35,834 ; barrels  of  cider,  10S3 ; pounds  of 
maple  sugar,  11,606;  pounds  of  butter,  170,795;  pounds 
of  cheese,  232,087. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  5370  ; in 
pasture,  1052;  mown,  9696;  tons  of  hay  produced,  10,7u5; 
bushels  of  barley,  1071  ; buckwheat,  10,190  ; corn,  12.2<»3  ; 
oats,  75,998  ; rye,  2388  ; spring  wheat,  640  ; winter  wheat. 
984;  beans,  133;  peas,  622;  pounds  of  hops,  323,303: 
bushels  of  potatoes,  48,522 ; pounds  of  butter,  184,466 ; 
cheese,  22,485. 

Area. — Middlefield  has  an  area  of  37,456  acres,  and  its 
assessed  valuation  is  8562,710,  aud  its  equalized  valuation 
8726, 646. 

POPULATION. 


1800 104-1 

1S10 2003 

1814 2234 

1845 3196 

1S50 3113 

1820 2579 

1825 2832 

1860  2825 

1SC5 2 C ' 4 ' • 

1830 3323  i 

1870 286> 

1835 3163 

1875 2603 

1810 3310 

CHATTER  XL  VI II. 

TOWN  OF  MIDDLEFIELD— Continued. 

Ecclesiastical  History* — Early  Methodism — Methodist  Churches — 
Presbyterian  Church,  Middlefield  Centre — Baptist  Church,  Clarks- 
ville. 

“ We  felt  that  wc  were  fellow-men, 

We  felt  we  were  a band 
Sustained  here  in  the  wilderness 
By  Heaven's  upholding  hand. 

And  when  the  solemn  Sabbath  came, 

Wc  gathered  in  the  wood, 

And  lifted  up  our  hearts  in  prayer 
To  God,  the  only  Good.” 

W.  D.  Gallagher. 

EARLY  METHODISM. 

The  pioneers  of  Otsego  manifested  much  zeal  in  religious 
matters,  aud  the  clearing  was  scarcely  made,  and  the  rude 
cabin  erected,  ere  measures  were  adopted  enabling  them  to 
hold  devotional  exercises.  These  gatherings  were  usually 
held  at.  the  house  of  some  settler,  who  generously  opened 


* See  history  of  West v i 1 1 o churches,  in  town  of  Westford. 
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, . r,  i4.  the  neighborhood  ; but  often, “ when  the  solemn 
,‘*<h  came,  they  gathered  in  the  wood,”  and  there  amid 
, <urvha  of  the  forest,  raised  their  voiees  in  solemn 

,,,  ijostinn. 

j-.<  fnllowing  interesting  sketch  of  early  Methodism  in 
, , t utniiy  was  compiled  mainly  from  the  writings  of  the 
l’eek,  D.D.,  who  was  born  in  Middlefield, 

U;  *.  17W- 

1 ■«0,2  the  Rev.  William  Colbert  was  appointed  pre- 
„ • rider  in  the  Albany  district,  at  the  conference  in 
*■;>!  March  10,  1802,  he  preached  at  a school-house  in 
J •{»£<  Id.  and  on  the  following  day  rode  to  Cooperstown, 
t , . | 4;Vr  a brief  stop,  rode  on  to  Daniel  McCollum  s,  iu 
\t  Mi,  field,  where  a few  people  were  waiting. 

lKtiiiel  McCollum’s  house  was  the  regular  preaching- 
j ’„v,  and  thu  place  of  the  public  prayer-meetings  when 
t},rtv  was  no  preaching. 

The  Middlefield  society  was  a strong  society  in  those 
but  still  only  at  intervals  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the 
iriViTing  preachers  on  the  Sabbath. 

Sept.  21,  1S03,  Mr.  Colbert  rode  to  Joseph  Blair’s,  in 
Middlefield.  “ Thursday,  22,”  says  he.  “ we  spent  at  Mid- 
dle field  (centre),  and  at  night  Samuel  Budd  preached,  and 
1 .*|«>ke  after  him.  In  this  place  there  appears  to  be  a very 
Lapp  y society.” 

November  12,  quarterly  meeting  for  Otsego  circuit  was 
b.  Id  in  Middlefield,  and  on  this  day  Mr.  Colbert  records 
his  arrival  “at  Joseph  Blair’s,  cold  and  weary,  about  two 
o'clock,  and  found  that  the  quarterly  meeting,  for  conve- 
nience’ sake,  was  held  at  our  friend  Isaac  Green's,  in  the 
u«  i.diborhood  ; but,  as  we  supposed  the  meeting  would  be 
coded  before  we  could  get  there,  we  kept  the  house.  At 
nijht  we  had  a tedious  conference.  May  the  Lord  restore 
j*aee  to  the  societies.” 

“ Sunday,  13,”  says  Mr.  Colbert,  “ we  had  a blessed  love- 
feast  and  sacrament  this  morning. 

“ Monday,  14,  spent  at  Joseph  Blair’s,  and  in  the  even- 
ing a few  assembled  to  hold  a prayer-meeting. 

“ Several  of  our  sisters  were  carried  away  with  ecstasies 
of  joy.  I cannot  but  make  mention  of  the  sorrows  of 
Si'icr  Green,  on  account  of  her  hardened  daughter,  Sally. 
Never  did  I see  a mother  in  such  agony  for  the  salvation  of 
» daughter.  She  prayed  for  her  until  she  fell  four  or  five 
tunes;  and  all  this,  with  all  the  awful  warnings  and  loving 
entreaties  of  others,  brought  not  this  stubborn  mortal  on 
lo  r knees. 

**  Aunt  Green,  as  we  used  to  call  her,  was  a woman  of 
vr-  at  zeal  and  of  unrivaled  tenacity  of  purpose.  Her 
hardened  daughter  Sally  was  like  her  mother  in  unyielding 
firmness.  She  was  an  independent  thinker,  and  acted  upon 
her  own  responsibility.  Her  will  was  stronger  than  her 
Mtnpaihy.  But  Sally  Green  had  another  side  to  her  char- 
she  was  generous  and  frank.  A blunt  refusal  to 
’“••ke  a religious  effort  with  her  simply  meant  ‘ let  me  alone 
until  1 got  ready,  then  I will  start  in  my  own  way,’  and  so 
*he  did.  8he  embraced  religion,  was  baptized,  and  united 
*'|h  the  church.”  She  married  Mr.  David  Lent,  of  Men- 
d"i>.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lent  and  children  are  all  dead. 

•Jonathan  Newman  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York 
11  ‘o t).  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  learned  the  tailor  s 
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trade,  at  which  he  continued  to  work  until  after  the  close 
of  the  Revolution,  except  three  years  that  he  was  in  the 
American  army  and  served  as  a soldier. 

Soon  after  lie  was  ordained  by  the  New  York  conference, 
and  continued  to  travel  and  preach  until  he  located  in 
Ilartwick,  Otsego  County.  He  was  very  much  esteemed 
by  bis  friends  and  brethren,  and  honored  by  all  who  know 
him  for  the  love  and  attachment  that  he  manifested  towards 
the  cause  of  Christ,  and  particularly  for  the  untiring  zeal 
and  steadfast  integrity  that  he  exhibited  to  the  world. 

As  the  facilities  fora  traveling  minister  in  those  days  were 
very  limited,  be  labored  under  a great  disadvantage-;  often- 
times he  was  obliged  to  travel  by  marked  trees  through  the 
woods,  aud  to  endure  all  kinds  of  weather,  as  the  country 
was  thinly  settled.  He  continued  bis  philanthropic  course 
until  old  age  put  an  end  to  bis  traveling,  which  was  a 
cause  of  much  grief  to  him  the  remainder  of  bis  days. 

After  he  had  been  located  a number  of  years  he  was 
seized  with  a fatal  disease,  which  confined  him  to  his  bed 
but  six  weeks  before  he  died. 

He  had  his  senses  until  the  last,  and  appeared  calm  and 
composed,  willing  to  die,  and  with  but  a faint  struggle  he 
resigned  his  spirit.  Thus  ended  the  days  of  a venerable 
father  and  a useful  minister  of  Christ. 

He  was  buried  near  Hartwick  village,  on  Otego  creek, 
and  has  a beautiful  monument  erected  at  his  grave,  pur- 
chased by  the  church  and  his  neighbors. 

In  1804  Mr.  Bidlack  was  stationed  on  Otsego  circuit 
with  John  P.  Weaver.  In  1811  lie  located,  but  after  an 
experiment  of  three  years  he  found  worldly  occupation  in- 
terfering, he  left  off  preaching.  In  1815  he  offered  himself 
again  to  the  conference,  and  did  effective  work  four  years, 
when  he  became  so  infirm  that  he  was  superannuated. 

He  removed  his  family  to  Middlefield,  and  occupied  a par- 
sonage which  was  built,  perhaps,  for  his  special  account. 
But  such  a parsonage  as  it  was  ! The  location  was  in  a 
field,  at  a distance  from  any  road,  in  a most  isolated  and 
unfrequented  locality.  At  the  east  were  stretched  out 
fields,  and  a few  farm-houses  were  visible  at  the  distance  of 
one  or  two  miles.  At  the  west  lay  a deep  gorge  in  a steep 
slope  of  the  hill,  across  which  was  the  old  “ grave-yard. 
At  the  south  a deep  dell,  covered  with  a growtli  of  lur_-.‘ 
white  pine  and  hemlock  trees,  through  whi;h  murmurs  Red 
creek,  and  at  the  north  and  northwest,  two  houses  within 
a quarter  of  a mile. 

The  parsonage  mentioned  above  was  built  of  large  pine 
logs,  slightly  hewed  on  the  inside,  with  openings  between 
them  “chunked”  and  plastered  with  mud.  It  was  roofed 
with  boards  and  slabs,  and  about  14  by  1G  feet  in  size. 
Here  remained  the  preacher's  family  alone  during  his  loos 
absence  upon  his  circuit. 

Mr.  Bidlack  was  something  over  six  feet,  erect,  full  ch< 
broad  shoulders. aud  powerful  limbs.  Ilis  black  hair.  sli_-  .tiy 
sprinkled  with  gray,  lmng  upon  his  shoulders,  ami  i - 
open  features  bore  an  expression  of  gravity  and  hen  is:  • 

mingled  with  cheerfulness,  which  at  once  prep"-.-,-.-~-d  ■ 
in  his  favor.  His  voice  was  harmonious  and  powerful,  lie 
was  an  effective  preacher  though  not  a profound  thinker. 
Ilis  sermons  were  fine  specimens  of  uativo  eloquence,  lie- 
died  Nov.  27,  1845. 
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MEMOIR  OF  REV.  GEORGE  PECK,  DD. 

He  was  born  in  Middlefield  Centre  on  Aug.  8,  1797  ; 
was  converted,  and  became  a member  of  the  Methodist  j 
Episcopal  church  in  1S12;  licensed  as  an  exhorter  in 
1815  ; the  next  year  took  a circuit  under  the  presiding 
elder,  and  in  June  of  that  year,  1810,  was  licensed  to 
preach,  and  recommended  for  admission  to  the  annual 
conference.  Being  received  by  the  “Old  Genesee,”  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Broome  circuit,  and  thenceforward  filled 
the  most  important  appointments  in  his  conference  until 
1835,  when  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  Oneida  confer- 
ence seminary.  During  the  three  years  he  remained  there 
he  gave  great  satisfaction,  but  in  consequence  of  domestic 
affliction  was  obliged  to  resign.  After  the  lapse  of  several 
months  in  the  pursuit  of  health,  he  resumed  the  work  of 
au  itinerant,  serving  the  Susquehanna  district  as  presiding 
elder  until  1840.  From  the  minutes  of  the  Wyoming  an- 
nual conference,  held  at  Honesdale,  Pa.,  April  11,  1S77, 
we  make  the  above  and  following  extracts  : 

“ The  senior  member  of  our  conference,  the  Rev.  George 
Peck,  D.D.,  left  the  church  militant  for  the  church  tri- 
umphant at  Scranton,  Pa.,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1876. 

“ There  is  some  little  alleviation  in  the  fact  that  his 
demise  was  preceded  by  no  very  great  amount  of  physical 
.suffering,  but  rather  by  the  gradual  decay  of  a once  strong 
and  vigorous  organism.  Life  with  him  was  not  wasted, 
but  worn  out  in  just  such  work  as  a good  man  might  like 
to  perform.  Years  before  he  reached  his  majority  he  de- 
voted himself  to  a life  of  toil  in  the  Great  Master’s  vine- 
yard, and  he  neither  sought  abatement  nor  allowed  diversion 
until  he  could  say,  with  that  Master,  ‘ It  is  finished  !’  ” 

The  Methodist  church  at  Middlefield  erected  a house  of 
worship  in  1832,  at  a cost  of  about  82000. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  sermon  preached  in  the  vicinity  of  Clarksville 
was  by  Elder  Benjamin  Sawin,  who  visited  the  place  as  mis- 
sionary in  1806.  Regarding  the  spot  as  promising  for  a 
religious  centre,  and  being  encouraged  by  a number  of 
Baptists,  he  visited  them,  frequently  preaching  in  barns 
and  private  houses.  In  1807  a conference  was  formed, 
which  was  considered  a branch  of  the  Worcester  church. 
The  members  constituting  this  conference  were  Pomeroy 
Wright,  F.  Hodgson.  L.  Pitts,  N.  Wickham.  H.  Belknap, 

P.  Boyce,  T.  Pitts,  B.  Pitts,  M.  Wickham,  Metsey  L.  Eg~ 
gleston, — four  males  and  six  females. 

In  the  summer  of  1807  a school-house  was  erected, 
principally  by  the  enterprise  of  a Mr.  Pinney.  This  build- 
ing stood  nearly  opposite  the  present  meeting-house,  and 
was  lists]  for  a house  of  worship  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
This  school-house  was  the  birthplace  of  many  souls,  and 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  Iloly  Spirit  was  frequently 
manifested.  Here  Christians  wrestled  with  God  in  earnest 
prayer;  sinners  wept,  and  new-born  souls  rejoiced  in  the 
forgiveness  of  sin  and  the  blessings  of  salvation.  It  was 
with  mingled  feelings  of  joy  and  sorrow  that  the  little  band 
left  this  sacred  spot  to  occupy  their  present  edifice,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1826. 

Elder  French,  residing  in  Westford,  preached  occasion- 
ally, and  administered  the  ordinances  until  September,  1808,  I 


when  a council  was  called,  and  ordained  Benjamin  Suwin  as 
pastor.  He  held  this  office  for  the  succeeding  twenty-tiw 
years,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  people  of  the  com 
munity;  his  fruit  still  remains,  and  his  memory  is  fragrant. 
The  names  of  Elder  Bostwick,  of  Ilartwick,  Elder  Gregory, 
of  New  Lisbon,  and  Elder  Wright,  of  Maryland,  appear  as 
members  of  this  council. 

Soon  after  the  ordination  of  Elder  Sawin,  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  revivals  ever  known  in  this  region  com- 
menced. It  extended  over  a period  of  ten  years.  Conver- 
sions were  frequent,  and  almost  every  month  some  were 
received  by  baptism.  Sister  Pinney,  one  of  the  constituent 
members  of  the  church,  says,  “ It  was  God’s  work  ; the 
instrumentality  employed  was  of  the  weakest  kind,  and  yet 
the  result  was  marvelous.”  As  the  fruits  of  this  revival, 
one  hundred  and  three  were  baptized,  most  of  whom  re- 
mained faithful  until  death. 

In  September,  1819,  the  number  of  Baptists  having  in- 
creased to  forty,  they  were  recognized  by  a council  as  a 
regular  Baptist  church.  Elder  Richmond,  of  Milford, 
preached  the  sermon  on  the  occasion,  from  Matt.  xvi.  28, 
and  the  pastor,  in  taking  leave  of  them  in  1833,  said, 
“Praised  be  His  adorable  name;  the  promise  has  thus  far 
been  verified.” 

The  first  entire  list  of  members  to  be  obtained  (owing  to 
the  fact  that  no  records  were  kept)  is  in  1821,  when  the 
number  was  one  hundred  and  forty-two.  The  discipline  of 
this  period  was  faithful  and  thorough.  Absence  from  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  church,  errors  in  doctrine,  dis- 
respect of  the  pastor,  or  a disorderly  walk,  were  considered 
deserving  of  punishment.  The  exclusions  on  record  are 
sixteen,  and  the  history  of  the  church  for  twelve  years  is 
rich  with  Christian  love  and  united  labor  for  Christ  and 
souls. 

In  March,  1S33,  Elder  Sawin  closed  his  labors,  after  a 
pastorate  of  twenty-five  years.  From  1832  to  1852  the 
records  are  missing,  and  we  are  obliged  to  glean  from  other 
sources  what  little  can  be  known  of  its  history. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  thus  church  from  1832 
! to  the  present  time : Revs.  W.  Green,  E.  Spafford,  G.  Ridge, 
E.  Pimberly,  Francis  Prescott,  H.  J.  Smith,  S.  W.  Furge- 
son,  I.  Powers,  J.  M.  Berry,  J.  Smith,  J.  W.  Lamoine, 
H.  O.  Rowland,  D.  F.  Leach,  E.  D.  Clough,  A.  C.  Bab- 
cock, S.  P.  Way  (present  pastor). 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows  : Deacons, 
J.  Follett,  J.  Lane,  E.  Knapp;  Clerk,  N.  Smith,  M.D. 

TIIE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


of  Middlefield  Centre  was  organized  Nov.  19,  1821.  with 
the  following  first  members,  viz.:  Samuel  Huntington  and 


Holden  Rice,  Mary  Campbell,  Johanna  Dutcher,  lloxey 
Lotheridge,  Joseph  White  and  wife,  Rebecca  Gordon, 
Addison  Hubbell,  and  John  Burrett.  The  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  Andrew  Oliver.  The  following  persons  have 
served  this  church  as  pastors  from  its  organization  to  the 
present  time:  Revs.  Andrew  Oliver,  three  years;  Robert 
Brown,  John  Smith,  two  years ; Alvin  Parmalee,  fourteen 
years;  Alfred  North,  four  years ; Alonzo  Weldon,  ibur 
years;  Alfred  Ketchum,  four  years ; Alvin  Parmalee.  two 
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years  ; Philander  Griffin,  four  years  ; Chauneey  Francisco, 
four  years,  and  Rev.  Walter  Fry  (present  pastor). 

The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1800  or  1807,  and 
the  present  one  in  1848.  The  present  membership  of  the 
church  is  eighty-nine. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  enlisted  from  this  town  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion.  For  this  list  our  thanks  are  due  to 
Horace  M.  Pierce,  S.  W.  Buruum,  and  Fernando  Ilubbell. 

Fernando  Ilubbell,  enl.  in  the  121st  R<*gt. ; waa  in  the  battles  of  South  Moun- 
tain and  Fredericksburg;  lost  right  arm  at  Fredericksburg. 

Lilmnus  Lettuce,  enl.  in  the  12lst  UcgL;  iu  battles  of  South  Mount«kin,  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  Wilderness. 

Bennett  Bray,  enl.  in  the  121st  R*gt. 

L.  Cornish,  enl.  in  the  121st  Kegt. 

Harr}'  Dmisenbury,  enl.  in  the  121st  R**gt. 

Nathan  Manzer,  enl.  in  the  12 1st  Regt.  j in  battles  of  Antietim,  Fredericks- 
burg, ami  Wilderness. 

William  Hoyt,  enl.  in  the  Tilth  Itegt.;  in  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Antieta.ni,  and 
Fredericksburg,  ami  Wilderness. 

Cyrus  Powers,  enl.  in  the  70th  R**gt.  in  1862  ; killed. 

John  Risendorf,  enl.  in  the  70th  Regt.  in  1802;  served  during  the  war. 

Esick  Roberts,  enl.  iu  the  42d  Regt. ; discharged;  re-enlisted.  Yet. 

Daniel  Reynolds. 

Clark  Farr,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Andrew  Dividson,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  prom,  to  sergt.-major  of  the  121st; 
subsequently  appointed  adj.  of  the  oUth  U.  S.  Cav.  Reg. ; was  capt.  on  staff 
of  Gen.  Bates;  wounded  at  Salem  Heights. 

II.  B.  Walker,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  prom,  to  lieut. 

John  Gates,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  prom,  to  nergt. ; killed  at  Salem  Church. 
Homer  Graham,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  killed. 

Albert  Waffle,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  killed. 

William  H.  Waffle,  enl.  in  the  I2lst  Regt. ; prom,  to  sergt. 

James  Wood,  cul.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Simeon  Smith,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Darius  Woodruff,  enl.  in  the  121st  R’  gt. 

William  Olive,  enl  in  the  121  st  Regt. 

Henry  Ludlam,  enl.  in  the  12lst  Regt  ; died. 

A.  Eugene  Smith,  enl.  in  the  I21't  Regt. 

Dewitt  Wells,  enl  in  the  121st  llegt.;  lost  leg. 

Thus.  II.  Bentley,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Lorenzo  Smith,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.;  wounded. 

Gilbert  A.  Pars  hall,  capt.  of  Co.  T>,  42d  Regt.  Illinois  Vols. ; killed  at  Spring  Hill, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  1,  1861. 

Wm.  H.  Jones,  enl.  in  l^t  N.  Y.  Eng.,  Nov.  11,  1861;  rlis.  in  1804. 

The  following  also  enlisted  from  this  town,  regiments  unknown:  Parsliall 
Duclter,  M.  Winnie,  Noinian  Moyer,  Henry  Su  ts,  William  Neal,  Josiah 
Bush,  John  Hudson,  John  Walker,  Dewitt  Andrews,  Henry  Daniels. 

Robert  Wood,  enl.  in  the  14th  Regt.  L\  S.  Inf.,  March  1!),  1862;  came  home  sick, 
Nov.  26,  1804;  died  soon  alter:  age  22  years  0 months. 

Henry  Wood,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121>t  Regt  , Aug.  12,  1802;  dis.  June  12,  180.'). 

John  T.  Wood,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  12,  1802  ; dis.  June  12,  I860. 
Silas  K.  Pierce,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Izlst  Regt.,  Ang.  11,  1802  : trails,  to  Co.  F;  prom, 
to  2d  lieut.  and  then  to  Ut  lieut.;  mortally  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  12;  died  May  1 ■ 18G4. 

Charles  Compton,  enl.  in  (V*.  K,  121st  llegf.,  Aug.  11,1802;  supposed  to  have 
been  killed  in  the  battle  at  Salem  Cbapel ; never  was  heard  from  after  the 
battle. 

Albert  Bailey,  enl.  in  CV  E,  121st  R gt.,  Aug.  II,  1802;  dis.  June  12,  1805. 
Reuben  II.  Bates,  enl.  in  Co.  <J,  1 — 1st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1802;  dis.  June  25, 1805. 
John  Bristol,  enl.  in  (\>.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  12,  1x02;  dis.  1805. 

Wilbam  H.  Lyms, eul.  Sept.  2,  l^OA,  in  < C* pt.  William  E.  Marcus’  Light  Battery 
(Cj,  Jd  Ib'gt.  Art.,  N.  Y.  State  YuN. ; dis.  July  14,  1865. 

Isaac  Pier,  eul.  Sept.  2.  1864.  in  Light  Battery  C,  Jd  Regt.  Art.,  N.  Y.  State 
Vols.;  dis.  June  J,  18»«5. 

Oscar  Pier,  enl.  pt.  8,  i860 ; di**d  in  hospital  at  Washington  in  March,  1805. 
Orrin  Waterhouse,  enl.  iu  spring  of  1802;  died  in  hospital  at  Washington. 

John  Wheeler,  enl.  in  spring  ot  180-g;  died  in  hospital  at  Washington. 

Ervin  Holcomb,  enl.  in  UOtli  Regt.  N.  Y.  Vet.  Vols,  Feb. — , 1805,  Capt.  Wm. 

B.  Brocken),  commanding;  <1  si  in  spring  <>f  1805. 

Timothy  Dodge,  enl.  iu  Co.  B,  1st  Reg.  C.  S.  Col.  Cav.,  Sept.  5,  1804;  dis.  May 
20,  1805. 

William  Dodge,  enl.  iu  Co.  B,  1st  R*gt.  U.  S.  Col.  Cav.,  Sept.  5,  1864  ; dis.  May 
26,  1805. 

Samuel. Cln iso,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  Regt.  N.  Y.  % <<l.  C tv S.  pt.  17,  l-'Ot  ; di-.  Dec.  28, 
1805,  by  reason  of  n-eiilisting ; taken  prisoner  in  the  battb*  t the  Wilder 
ness;  died  in  the  Florence  stockade,  S.  C.,  in  the  winter  of  1805. 
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MRS.  AGNES  CHURCH. 


SAMUEL  GATES  HUNTINGTON. 

The  Huntington  family  first  found  its  way  to  the  shores 
of  the  New  World  through  the  means  of  Simon  Hunting- 
ton,  who  emigrated  from  England  (where  he  was  born)  in 
the  year  1633.  He  was  attacked  with  smallpox  on  the 
passage,  died  on  shipboard,  and  his  body  was  consigned  to 
the  ocean’s  deep.  His  widow,  Margaret,  located  at  Rnx- 
bury,  Mass.,  but  finally  removed  to  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. Simon  (the  second  generation  in  this  country),  from 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended,  was,  probably, 
born  in  England,  in  1629;  he  was  married  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Clark,  of  Windsor.  Conn.,  and  died  at 
Norwich,  June  28,  17*16.  Samuel  (the  third  generation) 
was  born  in  Norwich,  March  1,  1665,  and  married  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Clark,  in  1686;  he  died  May  1*1, 
1717.  Samuel  (the  fourth  generation)  was  born  at  Norwich, 
Aug.  28,  1691,  and  lived  to  the  green  old  age  of  ninetv- 
four.  Samuel  (the  fifth  generation)  was  born  in  Lebanon. 
Oct.  16,  1723;  he  was  married  twice,  and  was  a graduate 
of  Yale  college;  he  died  March  20,  1797.  Samuel  (the 
sixth  generation)  was  born  at  Canterbury,  June  4,  1764; 
he  was  married  three  times,  and  removed  in  1SU3  to  the 
town  of  Middlefield,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
Oct.  8,  1826.  Samuel  (the  seventh  generation)  was  hern 
at  East  lladdam,  Conn.,  Jan.  26,  17S9.  and  was  married 
Nov.  3,  1S14,  to  Jenett  Mosly,  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Esther  Gates.  He  removed  with  his  father  to  Ot.-eeo 
County,  where  lii.s  wife  died  Dec.  5,  1X48.  He  afterward- 
married,  Mareh  31,  1852,  Mrs.  Eliza  Silliman.  and  died 
September,  lSil.  Samuel  Gates  he  eighth  generation) 
was  horn  in  Middlefield,  Otsego  County,  May  2>,  1X20, 
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aud  married  Jane  II.  Church,  Sept.  21,  1848.  She  died 
June  5,  1851.  lie  subsequently  married  Adeline  Julia, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Alvin  and  Vilotta  Parnialee,  July  20, 
1852.  His  family  consisted  of  four  children,  viz.,  Helen 
Wilson,  born  Nov.  27,  184!) ; Agnes  Church,  Jan.  4,  1851 ; 
George  Mason,  Aug.  2,  1858;  Alice  Parnialee,  June  25, 
1857  ; all  being  natives  of  the  town  of  Middlefield,  Otsego 
County.  Thus  we  have  the  genealogy  of  a family  that  has 
lived  in  this  country  for  almost  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
Settling  as  they  did  in  the  days  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  they 
have  multiplied  so  that  now  the  descendants  of  the  old 
Puritan  stock  are  to  be  found  in  every  State  of  the  Union. 


CHAPTER  XL  IX. 

TOWN  OF  MILFORD. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settler?  and 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — First  Town-Meeting — -Officers 
Elected — Documentary  History — Supervisors  aud  Town  Clerks 
from  l'U6  to  187S — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and 
General  Statistics— Area — Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuation — 
Population  from  1S00  to  1S75. 

Tins  town  was  formed  from  Unadilla  Feb.  5,  179G,  as 
“ Suffrage."  It  retained  this  name  until  the  year  1800,  when 
it  was  changed  to  Milford.  It  is  an  interior  town,  lying 
south  of  the  centre  of  the  county,  and  bounded  as  follows : 
on  the  north  by  Hartwick,  Middlefield,  and  Westford,  on 
the  east  by  Maryland,  on  the  south  by  Oneonta,  and  on 
the  west  by  Oneonta  and  Laurens. 

The  surface  of  Milford  is  a hilly  upland,  divided  into  two 
ridges  by  the  Susquehanna  river.  The  declivities  of  the 
hills  in  many  places  are  very  steep.  Crumhorn  mountain, 
on  the  east  border,  attains  an  elevation  of  500  to  6l)0  feet 
above  the  valley.  The  hills  in  the  west  part  of  the  town 
are  300  to  400  feet  in  height.  The  soil  consists  chiefly  of 
a sandy  loam,  in  some  localities  mixed  with  gravel. 

Settlements  were  begun  in  this  town  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  the  border  wars  caused  them  to  be  abandoned,  and 
no  permanent  settlement  was  effected  until  1783.  Among 
those  who  located  prior  to  the  Revolution  was  one  Carr,  a 
“squatter,"  who  settled  on  the  Susquehanna. 

Among  the  first  who  located  in  the  town  after  the  war 
were  David,  Thomas,  and  Mathew  Cully,  from  Cherrv 
Valley,  and  the  Mumfords,  from  Bennington,  Vt.  They 
came  in  1788,  and  settled  at  Milford  Centre. 

The  Mumford  family  consisted  of  the  father,  Thomas 
Mumford,  and  four  sons,  George,  Gardner,  John,  and  Jo- 
seph, and  five  daughters.  31  r.  Mumford  purchased  a grist- 
mill of  David  Cully,  aud  four  hundred  acres  of  land  from 
David  and  Mathew  Cully,  lie  settled,  with  his  sons,  on 
the  farm.  In  the  year  1800,  Joseph,  desiring  to  change  his 
location,  purchased  a farm  on  the  site  of  the  present  village  \ 
of  Portlaudville,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  In  1807,  I 
John  purchased  a farm  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  One 
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soil.  Alonzo,  now  resides  in  the  vicinity.  The  only  descend-  j 
ants  are  Delora,  residing  in  Otego ; Robinson,  below  Port-  j 
landviile;  and  Captain  Jesse  Mumford.  The  latter  now 
resides  at  Portlaudville,  at  an  advanced  age.  lie  has  kept 
a public-house  in  this  town  more  than  forty  years. 


The  Edsons  were  early  settlers  tit  the  corners  bearing 
their  name.  Levi  Adams  was  also  an  early  settler  in  this 
vicinity.  He  came  from  Pawlet,  Vt.,  and  located  here  in 
1790.  He  was  the  first  carpenter  in  the  town.  He  built 
many  of  the  pioneer  houses,  and  was  in  many  respects  a 
useful  man  in  the  new  county.  A daughter,  Polly,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Mumford.  She  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  seven  years,  and  died  in  187G. 

The  village  of  Portlaudville  was  formerly  known  as 
Mumfordsvillc;  but  the  Mumfords,  not  caring  that  their 
name  should  bo  perpetuated  in  this  manner,  decided  to 
change  the  name  of  the  village,  and  finally,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Captain  Jesse  Mumford,  it  was  called  Portland viile. 
This  designation  pleased  the  inhabitants,  and  it  has  since 
retained  that  name. 

The  establishment  of  a post-office  was  an  event  hailed 
with  much  satisfaction  by  the  people  of  Portlandville  and 
vicinity.  This  was  established  in  1826,  and  Captain  Mum- 
ford appointed  postmaster.  After  officiating  in  this  ca- 
pacity four  years,  the  office  was  removed  to  Milford  Centre, 
and  was  subsequently  removed  to  Portlandville,  and  Captain 
Mumford  reinstated  as  postmaster. 

The  first  tavern  was  built  in  1825  by  Captain  Mumford, 
which  he  kept  for  a period  of  forty'  years. 

The  excellent  water-power  afforded  by  the  Susquehanna 
at  this  point  early  stimulated  the  erection  of  mills,  and  in 
1814  a large  dam  and  saw-mill  was  built  by  a eompanv, 
consisting  of  George  Gardner,  Joseph  and  John  Mumford, 
John  Lowe,  Sr.,  John  Lowe,  Jr.,  and  David  Cully.  In  the 
following  year,  1815,  a grist-mill  was  also  built  by  the  same 
company. 

The  pioneer  store  in  Portlandville  was  kept  by  Russell 
Rriggs.  The  first  physician  was  Dr.  Steward. 

A prominent  settler  below  Portlandville  was  Colonel 
John  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley  in  17G7,  and 
located  in  this  town,  then  known  as  “ Suffrage ,”  in  1784. 
He  afterwards  moved  to  the  village  of  Milford,  and  settled 
on  a farm  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  upon  which  a por- 
tion of  the  present  village  is  situated.  A daughter  of 
Colonel  Moore,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Sweet,  was  born  on  the 
farm,  and  lives  in  the  vicinity.  Colonel  Moore  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  assembly  in  1 S 1 8.  He  was  postmaster  for  a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years,  supervisor  three  years,  and  a 
colonel  in  the  militia.  He  died  in  1855,  aged  eighty-eight 
years. 

Conspicuous  among  the  many  prominent  men  who  have 
at  various  times  resided  in  Milford  is  mentioned  the  name 
of  William  II.  Bissell.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hart- 
wick,  and  came  to  this  town  when  an  infant.  Here,  in 
this  picturesque  vale  of  the  Susquehanna,  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, in  the  mean  time  preparing  himself  for  the  medical 
profession.  This  he  finally  abandoned,  and,  removing  to 
Illinois,  commenced  the  study  of  the  law,  and  was  subse- 
quently admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  State.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Mexican  war  lie  entered  the  United  States 
service  as  the  colonel  of  a regiment,  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction. Among  the  many  contests  in  which  he  partici- 
pated was  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  returned  to  his  adopted  State,  and  was  twice  elected 
to  congress.  His  laithlul  attention  to  the  intere.-ts  of  in- 
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State  in  that  body  won  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  he 
was  elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  He  was  re-elected, 
and  died  during  his  second  term. 

A prominent  pioneer  was  Norman  Bisscll,  who  purchased 
land  near  the  village.  Three  children  reside  in  the  town, 
viz.,  Amos  Bisscll,  Esq.,  a farmer,  real  estate  and  produce 
dealer,  in  Milford  village;  Mrs.  Margaret  Luther,  in  ilart- 
wick  ; and  Mrs.  King,  in  Milford  village. 

A soldier  of  the  Revolution  was  Artemus  Ward,  who 
enlisted  from  Worcester,  Mass.  He  was  statioued  at  West 
Point  during  the  gloomy  days  of  Arnold  s treachery  to  the 
colonial  cause.  Mr.  Ward  located  near  Milford  village  prior 
to  1800.  lie  died  in  1827.  Amos  Bisscll,  Esq.,  men- 
tioned above,  is  a grandson. 

Jonathan  Sweet  was  a prominent  man  in  the  early  days, 
and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  pioneers.  He 
came  from  the  town  of  East  Greenwich,  It.  I.,  and  located 
in  this  town,  one-half  mile  north  of  Milford  village,  on  the 
Outhout  patent.  He  had  two  sons,  Amos  and  Abel.  The 
former  died  here,  leaving  a large  family.  Abel,  after  re- 
siding here  several  years,  moved  to  Oneida  county.  A 
daughter  married  Asa  Eddy,  who  emigrated  from  Hoosick, 
Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y\,  in  1805,  and  settled  on  lands  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  village  on  the  Outhout  patent. 
Mr.  Eddy  was  an  enterprising  citizen,  and  built  the  first 
tannery  in  the  town.  This  primitive  establishment  was  in 
operation  in  1806,  and  during  a period  of  sixty-five  years 
was  conducted  by  the  father  and  son.  He  had  a family  of 
four  daughters  and  four  sons.  Two  of  the  daughters,  Mrs. 
Mary  Russell  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Bowe,  reside  in  the  village  of 
Otego.  A son,  John  Eddy,  Esq.,  a prominent  citizen,  was 
born  and  resides  in  the  town.  He  was  a member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  in  1SG7. 

A pioneer  on  Clark’s  patent,  below  the  village,  was  Dan- 
iel French,  who  came  from  Massachusetts  at  a very  early 
day.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  brother,  31  r.  David 
French.  A daughter  of  Daniel  French,  Mrs.  Chauncey 
Brown,  aged  seventy -seven  years,  is  living  in  the  village. 
As  au  instance  of  the  privations  and  hardships  encountered 
by  the  settlers  in  a new  county,  it  is  related  by  Mr.  French 
that  during  a year  of  great  scarcity  they  subsisted  on  leeks 
and  milk  during  six  weeks,  and  before  the  ripening  of  their 
wheat  it  was  gathered  and  boiled  for  food.  So  reduced  did 
they  become  that  he  gave  a yoke  of  cattle  in  exchange  for 
seven  bushels  of  c >rn. 

The  Emerald  Isle”  sent  few  worthier  representative’s  to 
the  new  county  than  Henry  Scott.  Mr.  Scott,  accompanied 
by  bis  wife  and  daughter,  emigrated  from  Ireland  prior  to 
171)6,  and  settled  on  lands  north  of  the  village.  He  was  a 
successful  farmer,  and  paid  the  purchase-money  of  his  farm 
with  the  first  crops  of  wheat.  He  was  a prominent  pioneer, 
the  first  clerk  of  the  town,  and  was  also  a justice  of  the 
peace.  A son,  Henry  Scott,  was  many  years  cashier  of  the 
Otsego  County  bank,  located  at  Cooperstown. 

A well-remembered  pioneer  was  David  L.  Sayre,  who 
came  from  Greene  county,  N Y..  in  1868.  lie  settled  in 
the  village,  and  opened  a general  store.  He  died  in  1835. 
A son,  George  \VM  was  born  in  the  village  in  1811.  and 
dic'd  there  in  1871.  His  widow  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead. 

25 


193 


Moses  Ford  was  a pioneer,  and  a portion  of  Milford  vil- 
lage is  located  upon  lands  formerly  owned  by  him. 

The  first  tavern  in  the  village  was  located  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  Gilbert  Ktiiskerns.  Levi  Stewart,  who  after- 
wards became  county  judge,  opened,  and  during  many  years 
conducted,  a manufactory  of  “ beaver  bats”  at  this  place. 

A cabinet-shop  was  established  here  by  William  l*.  Wait 
as  early  as  18U8.  A comb-factory,  somewhat  celebrated  in 
its  day,  Wits  once  in  operation  in  this  village,  where  the  old- 
fashioned  tortoise-shell  and  back-comb  was  manufactured. 
Prosper  Stewart,  proprietor. 

Edward  and  Thomas  Baker  came  from  Vermont,  and 
settled  in  this  town  at  an  early  day.  The  former  located  at 
Milford  Centre,  and  the  latter  in  the  vicinity  of  Edson’s 
Corners.  A grandson  of  Thomas  owns  and  occupies  the  old 
homestead. 

Prominent  among  the  early  settlers  who  chose  3Iilfbrd 
for  a home  was  Isaac  Collier,  who  located  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Colliersville.  A son,  Peter  Collier,  of  honored 
memory,  was  a prominent  man  in  the  vicinity,  being  super- 
visor from  1818  to  1825,  and  from  1827  to  1839.  He  was 
also  presidential  elector  in  1832.  A daughter  married 
Jared  Goodyear,  who  was  supervisor  of  the  town  for  a 
period  of  six  years. 

James  Westcott  was  an  early  settler,  and  was  supervisor 
in  1807-8.  Ezra  Adams  was  also  a prominent  pioneer, 
and  officiated  its  supervisor  during  the  years  1809-13. 

Among  other  pioneers  in  31ilford  are  mentioned  die 
names  of  the  Edsons,  Westcotts,  Aylesworths,  Numerous 
descendants  are  now  living  in  the  town. 

Other  pioneers  who  settled  prior  to  1790  are  as  follows: 
Joel  Stoddard,  Aaron  Brink,  John  Bivins,  Joseph  Culver, 
Samuel  Whitmarsh,  Samuel  Doolittle,  James  Westcott, 
David  Hamlin,  John  Felton,  Samuel  Bid  well.  Lemuel 
Sergeants,  Reuben  Jennings,  Philip  Ellsworth,  Edmund 
Pattee,  and  Noah  Ford. 

The  following  located  prior  to  1797,  viz.,  Stanley  Whit- 
ford,  Abel  Lyon,  Harvey  Bacon,  Belazrd  3Ioffat,  3Iieah 
Hoskins,  Jacob  3Iorrel,  Ezra  Tryon,  Levi  Adams,  Sperry 
Peck,  Cyrenus  Stoddard,  Pennel  Jewels.  Others  who  set- 
tled at  about  the  same  time  were  Samuel  Sisson,  James 
Adams,  Frederick  Hess,  Seth  3Iillcr,  Noah  Dodge,  Fred- 
erick Brown,  Benjamin  Westcott,  William  Marianis,  Jacob 
Weaver,  Philip  Aylesworth,  Joseph  Hatch,  Elias  Jennings, 
William  Collier,  Samuel  Hiiiman,  Eleuzer  Cross,  Otis 
Prentice,  Levi  Ilungerford,  Leonard  31orey,  Peter  Mil- 
lington, James  Ray,  William  Chichester,  John  Aylesworth, 
Griswold  Walworth,  Thos.  Eldrod,  and  31r.  3IcGolluui. 

Daniel  Avcrill,  David  French,  Jr.,  Jacob  Houghtailing, 
Josiah  Foots,  Joseph  McDonald,  and  John  Wickham. 

Abraham  and  Jacob  Beals  settiod  near  Milford  village  in 
1784. 

The  first  child  born  was  David  Beals,  in  1786,  and  tbo 
first  death  that  of  Mrs.  Beals,  in  1788. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  James  Brown  and  RhoJa 
31  arvin,  in  178S. 

The  first  grist-mill  in  the  town  was  erected  in  1788.  by 
i David  Cully,  and  the  first  saw-mill  by  Mathew  Cuiiy,  in 
j 1792-93. 

Increase  Niles  taught  the  first  school  in  1790. 
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Stanley  Whitford  was  undoubtedly  the  first  surveyor  in 
the  town,  as  his  name  appears  on  the  records  as  being  a resi- 
dent in  1790. 

Surveyors  in  1801  were  Elijah  Mason  and  Samuel 
Sleeper. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  PORT  LAND  VI LLE 
Ls  situated  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  in  a narrow  valley 
lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river  between  the  Cramhorn 
hills  on  the  east  and  high  hills  on  the  west.  It  contains 
three  churches,  viz. : Christian,  Rev.  Win.  Olin  pastor  ; 
Episcopal,  Rev.  James  Smith  rector;  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Rev.  A.  B.  Richardson  pastor  in  charge. 

It  contains  the  following  business  interests:  merchants, 
O.  M.  Soule  and  C.  D.  MeLawry ; grocer,  W.  H.  Gurney; 
carriage-shop,  C'hauncey  & Carpenter,  and  Nelson  C'ronk- 
ite ; grist-mill,  Julius  El  well;  two  saw-mills,  Elwell,  and 
Squires  & Wright;  hotel,  J.  W.  Stephens ; dentist,  Ira 
Stephens;  physicians,  E.  W.  SpafFord  and  J.  Thorn;  at- 
torneys, R.  M.  Townsend  and  31.  S.  Cook.  There  are  also 
four  blacksmith-shops. 

MILFORD  VILLAGE 

is  pleasantly  situated  in  a broad  valley,  near  the  confluence 
of  the  Susquehanna  river  and  Cherry  Valley  creek,  and  con- 
tains two  churches, — Presbyterian  and  Methodist, — and  the 
following  business  interests:  general  merchants,  Hawver  & 
Liddel,  James  31.  Parshall ; hardware,  Cronkite  & Smith  ; 
tin  and  stoves,  Sullivan  Smith ; drugs  and  groceries.  0.  I>. 
Westcott ; butter  and  cheese  dealers,  S.  T.  Pratt,  B.  L. 
Bates  ; hotels,  G.  Kiuskerns,  F.  Pratt ; tannery,  W.  E. 
Stickney. 

The  first  town-meeting  in  “ Suffrage,”  now  3Iilford,  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Collier,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day 
of  April,  1790,  when  the  following  persons  were  elected: 

Supervisor. — J allies  3 loore. 

Town  Clerk. — Henry  Scott. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — John  3Ioore,  Joel  Stod- 
dard, and  Aaron  Brink. 

Assessors. — John  Bivins,  Joseph  Culver,  Samuel  Whit- 
marsh. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — David  Cully,  Samuel  Doo- 
little, and  Samuel  Whitmarsh. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — James  Wescott  and  David 
Hamlin. 

Constables  ami  Collectors. — John  Felton,  Jr.,  and  James 
Westcott. 

Poor  Committee. — David  Cully,  Henry  Scott, and  James 
31 onre. 

Pound  Master. — Samuel  Bidwell. 

Fence  Viewers. — Lemuel  Sergeants,  Samuel  Doolittle, 
Aaron  Brink,  and  Daniel  French. 

At  this  town-meeting  the  following  “ road  wards"  were  I 
designated,  viz. : 

rust  )\ur<l. — John  3Ioore,  pathmustcr.  “ Beginning 
at  tlm  smith  line  of  Otsego  town,  from  there  to  3loscs  Ford's 
north  line,  and  from  the  school-house  to  David  Pulley  s 
grist-mill.” 

Second  Ward. — Nehcmiah  Noyes,  pathmaster.  “ From 
Mwes  Ford’s  north  line  to  Matthew  Culler's  south  line.” 

lined  li«n/. — James  Wescott,  pathmaster.  *•  From  ‘ 


Matthew  Culley’s  south  line  to  the  Hemlock  bridge,  bctw< . n 
James  Wescott’s  and  Isaac  Collier’s.” 

Fourth  Ward. — Isaac  Collier,  pathmaster.  “ From  th. 
aforesaid  Hemlock  bridge  to  Abraham  Houghtailing  * 
creek.” 

Fifth  Ward. — Aaron  Brink,  pathmaster.  “ From  the 
aforesaid  creek  to  the  south  line  of  the  town.” 

Sixth  Ward. — Reuben  Jennings,  pathmaster.  “ Begin- 
ning at  David  Culley’s  grist-mill,  from  thence  to  John 
Blivins’  south  line.” 

Seventh  Ward. — Philip  Ellsworth,  pathmaster.  “From 
John  Blivins’  south  line  to  the  main  road  at  Samuel  Doo- 
little’s.” 

Eighth  Ward. — Edmund  Pattee,  pathmaster.  “ Begin- 
ning at  the  town  line  of  Otego,  and  ending  at  the  bouse  of 
Reuben  Jennings.” 

Ninth  Ward. — Noah  Ford,  pathmaster.  “ Beginning  at 
the  Susquehanna  river  near  the  conjunction  of  Cherry 
Valley  creek  with  said  river,  and  ending  at  the  intersection 
of  the  road  from  David  Culley’s  mills  to  John  Blivins  .” 

At  this  meeting  it  was  also  “ Resolved , that  where  a creek 
or  bridge  is  in  the  bounds  of  a ward,  that  each  ward  shall 
extend  to  the  middle  of  such  creek  or  bridge.” 

The  following  records  appear  on  the  town-books  for  the 
year  1797  : 

“ Licenses  granted  to  William  Cross,  and  cash  received  for  the  same, 
five  dollars.  £2.  0.  0. 

“Ezra  Adams,  Town  Clerk.” 

“June  10.  License  granted  to  David  Hess,  and  a note  taken  fur 
the  sum  of  five  dollars.” 

“ March  the  1st,  1708,  permits  to  Mathew  Cully,  Isaac  Collier.  Isaac 
Edson,  Daniel  Hess,  Aaron  Brink,  and  James  Wescott,  and  notes 
taken  from  each  of  them  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars.” 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 


from  the  organization  of  the  town  in 

1790  to  1S78 : 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

iron 

Henry  Scott. 

1707 

“ “ 

Ezra  Adams. 

1708 

“ “ 

John  Mumford. 

1700  

a u 

It  44 

1SII0 

it  ti 

Henry  Scott. 

1801 

it  tt 

44  44 

1802 

u It 

It  li 
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it  tt 

tt  it 

1 804 

It  11 

it  It 

1805 
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U It 
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Ezra  Adams. 

1808..., 

“ U 

44  <4 

180!) 

Enos  J.  Spcnccr. 

18  |0  

. “ 

44  44 

1811 

It  tl 

44  44 

18)2 

tl  it 

Jacob  Edson. 

1813 

. “ “ 

John  Mumfoni. 

1814 

Ezra  Adaius. 

1815 

Jacob  Edson. 

1810 

Ezra  Adams. 

1818 

44  44 

1819 

44  44 

1820 

....  “ “ 

44  44 

1821 

tl  if 
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Jacob  Dietz. 

Asa  Eil.lv. 
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>u  jv  nr  lii’rs. 
Prior  Collier. 

Town  Clerks. 
John  Moore,  Jr. 

tt  a 

t*  u 

n tt 

« - 

it  U 

a tt 

u « 

Allen  Baker. 

> •••• 

\sa  Eddy. 

a tt 

111  

Chauncey  Brown. 

a tt 

*•  

..Jared  Goodyear. 

Allen  Baker. 

♦♦ 

Jeremiah  G.  Bissell. 

' * 

it  it 

Adriel  G.  Ely. 

Elijah  Brown. 

Orin  C.  Starr. 

U t< 

Hiram  C.  Cline. 

..  Zebediah  Martin. 

...Jared  Goodyear. 

Wm.  II.  Branch. 

...Norman  Griswold. 

S.  Loomis  Russell. 

John  Eddy. 

tt  a 

f , J 

.... Dan'l  Bow. 

Thos.  L.  Wakefield. 

Hiram  C.  Cline. 

tt  u 

Dan’l  Bow. 

Jesse  Mumford. 

t T -1 

Ilirain  C.  Cline. 

it  it 

Thos.  L.  Wakefield. 

> i . 

Darid  Wilber. 

it  it 

a tt 

u a 

a tt 

!>'l  

,...R.  M.  Townsend. 

a a 

a tt 

1 td  * , , 

Win.  R.  Hardy. 

Hobart  B.  Somers. 

: >«  4 

tt  it 

tt  tt 

. “ “ 

Eli  Van  Etten. 

t-  • 

Henry  C.  Whitman. 

t ' ' * 

Isaac  C.  Winsor. 

1*0 

“ U 

t * : u 

Calvin  Thorn. 

IT!  

Isaac  C.  Winsor. 

IT; 

Joel  Thom. 

i 

it  it 

tt  tt 

IT! 

if  it 

t-:i 

Marcy  S.  Cook. 

»*:« 

it  it 

Oscar  M.  Soule. 

Tiio  present  (1S77)  town  officers  are  as  follows : 

Su/H-rvisor. — Spencer  T.  Pratt. 

T'tcii  Clerk. — Oscar  M.  Soule. 

Justice. — James  0.  Baker. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — Menzo  Wilcox. 

Collector. — Orlando  Lawyer. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — John  Leaning. 

Town  Auditors. — Sullivan  Smith,  William  R.  Hardy, 
»nd  Edwin  Chauncey. 

Constables. — Henry  Seabolt,  Alfred  Mumford,  C'yrenus 
Stevens,  Solomon  Seargeants. 

Excise  Commissioners. — G.  Bostwick  and  W.  II.  Secor. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1 SG3  there  were  10,229  acres  of  improved  land  in 
Millord,  and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  $1,139,815; 
1 1 • . w od  land,  3731  acres;  in  pasture,  7001;  in  meadow^ 
>^.>7  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat,  201 ; bushels  of  winter 
"h.-at,  171;  bushels  of  oats,  19,115;  bushels  of  barley, 
l-'j;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  4271;  bushels  of  corn,  11,- 
; bushels  of  potatoes,  10,317  ; pounds  of  hops,  302,501 ; 
builds  of  apples,  21,003  ; barrels  of  cider,  0S2  ; pounds  of 
maple  sugar,  1200;  pounds  of  butter,  120,855;  pounds  of 
choose,  15,259. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  IS75. — Acres  plowed,  1005;  in 
! a-ture,  7805  ; mown,  0878  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  7320  ; 
b ill. Is  of  barley,  00;  spring  wheat,  100;  winter  wheat, 
■' * 0 ; buckwheat,  5300  ; corn,  11,290;  oats,  13,001)  ; rye, 
•'•-'f;  beans,  S2  ; peas,  100;  pounds  of  hups,  102,516; 
| 4 Uatoes,  38,508;  pounds  of  butter,  210,589;  cheese, 
1 050, 

_Jrca. — Milford  has  an  area  of  28,172,  nud  its  assessed 


valuation  is  $510,070,  and  its  equalized  valuation  is  $578,- 
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CHAPTER  L. 

TOWN  OF  MILFORD— Continued. 

Lodges  and  Churches. 

PORTLANDVILLE  LODGE,  I.  O.  O.  P. 

A lodge  of  this  honored  order  was  organized  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Milford,  March  16,  1850,  with  the  following  officers: 
Avery  Iv.  Briggs,  N.  G. ; S.  Loomis  Russell,  V.  G.;  James 
Sweet,  Sec. ; John  Stewart,  Treas.  This  lodge  was  moved 
to  Portlandville  ou  Aug.  5,  1851. 

The  present  officers  arc  as  follows : George  Bartlett,  N. 

G.  ; Norman  Stone,  V.  G. ; R.  M.  Townsend,  Sec.  ; A^a 
D.  Squier,  Treas.  The  present  membership  of  the  lodge 
numbers  twenty-eight. 

GOOD  TEMPLARS. 

A lodge  of  Good  Templars  was  instituted  at  Portland- 
villc  in  July,  1863,  by  A.  S.  Draper,  of  Albany.  William 

H.  Gurney  was  the  first  W.  C.  T.  The  present  officers 
areas  follows:  Mrs.  Eliza  Thorn,  W.  C.  T. ; Mrs.  Jennie 
Manning,  V.  C.  T. ; Clarence  Thorn,  Sec. ; Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gurney,  Treas.  Preseut  membership,  forty-seven. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CIIURCII. 

Tradition  says  that  a religious  society  was  organized  in  this 
town  as  early  as  1S03,  which,  Aug.  25,  1S06,  was  formed 
into  a Presbyterian  society,  agreeable  to  “ P.  notincati  -n.  " 
The  officers  of  such  society  were  as  follows : Henry  Scott 
and  James  Moore,  returning  board;  Jonas  Perry,  Jehu 
Moore,  Moses  Ford,  Judah  Waters,  Daniel  French,  and 
William  Cross,  trustees. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  church  building  was  begun  in 
1803,  but  was  not  covered  for  several  years.  The  records 
show  that  the  same  was  completed  in  1807.  A subscript  n 
paper,  dated  March  3,  1801,  is  extant,  which  empowers 
“ trustees  to  begin  and  carry  on  the  building  of  said  house  as 
soon  as  they  can  1 git’  and  collect  a sufficient  quantity  of 
materials  for  the  same.  ’ It  appears,  from  a coutraet  exe- 
cuted March  7,  1805,  that  Ezekiel  Follett  and  William 
Angell  contracted  with  said  trustees  to  “ finish'’  the  above 
meeting-house  in  every  respect  in  a masterly  manner,  on 
or  before  the  10th  day  of  January,  “ which  will  hayt-'u 
in  1807.’’  It  was  further  agreed  ‘“by  said  Ezcki.i  a i 
William’’  that  the  gable  ends  were  to  be  “ cornished  on  the 
deck,  a handsome  balistrade  round  the  top  of  the  lantern , 
posts  to  be  done  with  mudiliotis.  The  front  door  in  the 
tower  to  be  dune  with  a handsome  and  fashion  ah  fir  niis- 
piecc,  the  work  on  the  said  door  to  be  equal  to  twenty 
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dollars and,  further,  “The  pews  to  he  panel-work.  The 
pulpit  and  pulpit  windows  to  be  done  in  the  newest  and 
most  fashionable  manner.  The  said  house  to  be  lathed 
and  plastered  and  whitewashed  in  a neat  and  handsome 
manner.”  No  consideration  is  named  in  the  contract.  The 
church  edifice  was  repaired  and  moved  in  1875.  It  is  now 
a substantial  and  comfortable  house  of  worship. 

The  following-named  persons  have  officiated  as  pastors 
of  this  church  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time, 
viz. : Alexander  Con  key,  1807-13  ; John  R.  St.  John,  1813 
—20;  Jacob  Burbank,  1820— 26 ; Edward  Fairchild,  1S26— 
28;  Win.  Clark,  one  year,  in  1833;  J.  B.  Fish,  one  year, 
in  1837 ; A.  D.  Hollister,  1838-41 ; Horatio  Pattengill, 
1841—45;  James  W.  Phillips,  1847—51;  S.  Mercereau, 
1851—52;  James  W.  Phillips,  1852—53;  S.  S.  Goodman, 
1853—58  ; Chas.  Gillette,  1858-70  ; A.  Snashall,  1S70-71  ; 
supplies,  1871-72;  A.  G.  Beebee,  1872—74;  S.  C.  Van 
Camp,  1874,  present  incumbent. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : Parker 
Scott,  Warren  Lyon,  Sullivan  Smith,  elders.  George  N. 
Bisscll,  Cyrus  Short,  and  James  E.  Parshall,  trustees. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
membership  of  134. 

TIIE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 

at  Portlandville  was  organized  Dec.  29,  1S38,  by  Elders 
Stephen  Soule  and  Stephen  Hitchcock,  both  of  whom  were 
chosen  elders,  and  the  latter  became  the  first  pastor.  The 
first  members  were  as  follows:  Stephen  Soule,  John  Cook, 
Robertson  Ellsworth,  Hannah  Smith,  Harriet  White,  and 
Minerva  Winsor.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  iu  1840 
at  a cost  of  $000,  and  dedicated  in  September  of  that  year 
by  Elders  J.  Ross,  J.  Soule,  S.  Soule,  C.  J Butler,  Wui. 
Roberts,  S.  Hayward,  S.  Hitchcock.  The  dedicatory  ser- 
mon was  delivered  by  Elder  Ross.  It  has  been  repaired 
and  greatly  improved  at  a cost  of  $075. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows:  Rev. 
William  Olin,  pastor;  O.  M.  Soule,  Eli  Van  Ellen,  deacons ; 
Dr.  Ezra  Spafford,  A.  Hubbard,  and  William  Murry, 
trustees;  G.  D.  Bartlett,  clerk. 

CHURCH  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR  (UNIVERSALIST),  OF  COLLIERS 
AND  MARYLAND. 

April  25,  1S77,  a meeting  of  the  members  was  called  at 
the  house  of  the  p;istor  to  mature  an  organization.  It  w;es 
accomplished.  At  the  above  meeting  Amos  D.  Spencer 
and  Byron  Burnside,  previously  appointed  to  act  as  deacons, 
were  retained.  Dr.  Irish  elected  secretary;  Miss  Wealthy 
Marble,  treasurer. 

Bfcom  October,  1870,  to  April,  1877,  Rev.  D.  Ballou,  of 
Utica,  preached  here.  Oct.  22,  1870,  some  steps  were 
taken  toward  organization,  and  twenty-two  members  wore 
received,  viz.:  Simeon  R.  Barnes,  Mrs.  Margaret  Jane 
Barnes,  Amos  1).  Spencer,  Mrs.  Elvira  Spencer,  Miss 
Wealthy  31:  irble,  Mrs.  Olive  Marble,  Sigsby  Burnside,  Mrs. 
Call.  erine  Burnside,  Horace  Burnside.  Byron  Burnside,  Dr. 
Truman  Irish,  Mrs.  Susan  Irish,  William  Uhauneey,  Mrs. 
Mary  Uhauneey,  George  Gunn,  Mrs.  Bollv  Ann  Gunn.  Miss 
Susan  Coon,  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Bostick,  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Burn- 
side, of  Oneonta,  Mrs.  3Iary  Tallmadge,  of  Schciievus,  John 
D.  Platt,  of  Illinois,  Mrs.  Julia  D.  Platt,  of  Illinois. 


During  summer  of  1870  a church  was  built,  at  a t : 
cost  of  $2400,  of  wood,  55  by  32  feet,  with  52  slip-.  ..  ,, 
ing  350  persons.  Services  wero  previously  held  irr.  ,t 
larly  in  school -houses.  The  corner-stone  was  given  ‘ • 

General  S.  S.  Burnside,  of  Oneonta,  and  has  inscribed  1 1 j . . r. 
it,  “ First  Universalist  Church  of  Colliersville  and  Murv- 
land,  1870.”  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  R.  II.  Aldrich 
who  took  the  charge  April  1,  1877.  The  number  ..f 
present  members  is  30.. 

The  county  association  was  held  here  June  20-22.  1-77. 
The  clergymen  present  were:  U.  R.  Nye,  of  Brooklyn 
C.  W.  Tomlinson,  of  Hudson  ; E.  W.  Fuller,  of  Fort  Plain 
L.  F.  Porter,  of  3Iorris;  D.  Ballou,  of  Utica;  E.  E.  lYck. 
of  Cooperstown  ; J.  31.  Clarke,  of  Edmeston  ; J.  II.  Bui- 
lou,  of  Minden.  Large  audiences  were  in  attendance,  an  1 
very  effective  sermons  were  delivered,  and  the  rich  spir- 
itual  feast  fully  appreciated.  31  rs.  Fox,  of  Steuben.  Mrs 
Farmer,  of  Oneonta,  and  3Irs.  Gurney,  of  Scbenevus,  united 
with  the  church  at  this  time. 

Dec.  13,  1877,  a constitution  for  parish  government  was 
adopted. 

Board  of  Trustee s. — S.  R.  Barnes,  A.  D.  Spencer,  II. 
Spencer,  W.  Chauucey,  S.  S.  Burnside,  H.  Burnside. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  MILFORD 

was  organized  in  1817  by  Rev.  Abner  Chase,  and  among 
the  first  members  were  Asa  Eddy,  John  Badger,  and  others. 
These  two  persons  were  also  the  first  officers. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1836,  at  a cost  of 
$2000.  Previous  to  the  erection  of  this  house  of  worship 
services  were  held  in  the  school-house.  The  church  build- 
ing was  repaired  eight  years  ago  at  a cost  of  $3500.  and 
during  the  present  year  has  been  beautified  and  enlarged  at 
an  additional  expense  of  $3000.  It  is  now  one  of  the  finest 
church  edifices  in  this  county. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  D.  Wilber,  E. 
Cronkite,  J.  Eggleston,  G.  A.  Fox,  and  A.  Low,  trustees; 
pastor,  Rev.  Albert  B.  Richardson.  Present  membership, 
256. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Eddy  was  born  in  this  town,  and  bad  his  first 
church-membership  with  this  church,  of  which  he  subse- 
quently became  pastor.  Hon.  Levi  Stewart,  a former  judge 
of  tin;  county,  was  a leading  member  of  this  church.  lie 
! died  iu  1868. 

st.  John’s  church. 

St.  John’s  Episcopal  church,  located  at  Portlandville, 
was  organized  in  1866  by  Rev.  Edward  Pidsley,  who  be- 
came the  first  rector.  The  house  of  worship  was  erected 
in  1866.  R.  31.  Townsend,  Esq.,  of  Portlandville,  re- 
peatedly promised  the  writer  that  he  would  furnish  a 
detailed  history  of  this  church,  but  failed  to  do  so ; hence 
the  above  brief  notice. 

THE  RAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  MILFORD  CENTRE 

was  organized  in  about  the  year  T805,  with  8 constituent 
menff'ors.  Rev.  Josiah  31 orris  became  the  first  pastor. 
The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in  about  1820.  at  a 
cost  of  82000.  The  census  of  1S75  reports  value  of  church 
property  at  $7000  ; number  of  members,  151. 
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Jared  Goodyear  was  a lineal  descendant  of  Stephen  Good- 
year, first  lieut. -governor  of  the  colony  of  New  Haven, 
Conn. 

Of  the  early  history  of  the  Goodyear  family  very  little 
is  known,  except  that  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  Jared  Goodyear,  with  his  family,  together  with  the 
Fillmore  family,  emigrated  from  Connecticut,  and  settled  in 
Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1800,  coming  the 
entire  distance  with  ox-teams.  Jared  Goodyear  and  Millard 
Fillmore  were  schoolmates  together  in  a log  school-house  in 
that  county.  After  five  years  the  Goodyears  removed  to 
Albany  county,  and  there  kept  hotel  on  the  western  turn- 
pike. Jared,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  leaving  the  hotel  where 
he  had  helped  his  father,  opened  a little  store  at  the  same 
place,  the  goods  being  furnished  him  by  a merchant  of 
Albany.  In  this  business  his  capacity  for  trade  and  busi- 
ness so  began  to  develop  itself,  that  from  that  time  forward, 
-during  his  minority,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  one  much 
older  in  years,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  early  busi- 
ness tact  and  shrewdness.  After  a few  years  the  family 
removed  to  Cobleskill,  where  his  father  bought  a farm  and 
remained  until  his  death,  about  the  year  1850 ; having  been 
born  near  New  Haven,  Conn.,  April  26,  1767.  Jared  was 
the. eldest  sou,  and  we  next  find  him  buying  and  droving 
cattle,  and  in  this  business  he  is  successful ; but  when  pass- 
ing through  Colliersville,  Otsego  County,  becomes  acquainted 
with  one  who  was  to  become  the  sharer  of  his  happiness 
and  fortune,  or  misfortune,  through  life. 


Among  the  most  enterprising  and  honored  of  the  pioneer 
families  which  have  added  materially  to  the  growth  aci 
prosperity  of  the  town  of  Milford,  as  well  as  to  the  county 
of  Otsego,  is  that  of  the  Goodyear  family,  represented  by 
Jared  Goodyear,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie  county,  Juiy 
24, 1792,  and  became  a resident  of  Otsego  County,  locating 
at  Colliersville  about  the  year  1822,  at  the  time  of  LLs 
marriage. 

• The  direct  cause  assigned  for  his  settling  at  Colliersville 
was  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza,  only  daughter  of  Maj  )r 
Peter  Collier,  who  was  son  of  Isaac  Collier,  the  first  settler 
of  that  place,  and  who  had  come  there  during  or  about  tbs 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Goodyear  formed  a partnership  with  his  father-in-law. 
and  their  business  was  thereafter  conducted  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Collier  & Goodyear,  till  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved by  the  death  of  Major  Collier,  in  1846. 

This  firm — and  after  its  dissolution,  Mr.  Goodyear — we*e 
not  only  frugal  and  industrious  in  their  manner  of  life,  but 
they  also  had  the  sagacity  to  foresee  that  the  rapid  devel.p- 
ment  of  this,  their  new  country,  would  necessarily  increase 
the  value  of  real  estate,  and  they  therefore  invested  their 
gradual  accumulations  in  such  property;  and  the  evL-n:  - - 
justified  their  anticipations,  as  the  increase  in  the  value  or 
their  purchases,  and  their  success,  was  such  that  Mr.  Good- 
| year,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Oct.  24,  1874,  left  behiai 
him  in  their  combined  property  the  largest  estate  ever  accu- 
mulated iu  the  county  of  Otsego. 


- 


And  while  Mr.  Goodyear  was  active  and  enter- 

j*-.ung  for  himself,  he  was  a;  the  sa.~r.-e  time  a useful  and 
• ward  citizen,  and  maintained  the  respect  and  confidence 


J h-.*  fellow-citizens. 

Those  who  had  a disposition  to  heir  themselves,  requiring 
fcwotaoce,  could  always  rely  upon  him  for  aid ; and  many 
W»ia<#8  men  in  the  vicinity  where  he  lived  were  often 
flatly  indebted  to  him  for  favors  that  released  them  from 
iris  t»nry  embarrassment,  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
tVa  utterly  disastrous. 


He  was  one  of  the  meet  active  and  efficient  supporters 
the  treat  work  in  connecting  the  Susquehanna  river 
* '.h  vlie  Hudson  by  railroau,  ann  unrinsr  the  ionr.  arduous, 
ac  i doubtful  struggle  to  raise  rr.ea.-s  to  build  that,  which  is 
*-  * ri-garded  as  one  of  the  most  important  thoroughfares 
• (he  Slate,  Mr.  Goodyear  gw-  to  the  enterprise  such  aid, 
PVunury  and  otherwise,  that  but  for  him,  his  then  fellow- 
•t-rvetera  say,  “it  would  have  failed  and  been  abandoned.” 
la  connection  with  his  ether  business.  Mr.  Goodyear 
'•'wm.-vi  on  banking  at  Schoharie,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Charles,  for  several  vesors. 

Although  his  whole  mini  seemed  intent  on  business,  he 
1 u t shrink  from  bearin'  ruin:  burdens  when  so  required 
'-.T  ht*  fellow -citizens,  yet  he  *i?  in  no  way  solicitous  of 
**-  He  was  the  first  peetmascer  of  Colliersville,  and 
i the  office  from  about  lido  to  IS  bo.  By  those  who 
atirw  Mr.  Goodyear  he  is  said  to  have  been  a self-reliant, 


resolute,  and  active  man,  possessed  of  great  powers  of 
endurance  of  body,  a man  of  strict  integrity,  and  for  several 
years  represented  the  town  as  supervisor.  In  politics  Mr. 
Goodyear  was  a Democrat ; although  in  this  respect  an  un- 
swerving member  of  his  party,  yet  not  in  any  sense  of  the 
term  a professional  politician. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodyear  lived  together  for  over  fifty  years, 
the  latter  surviving  the  former  only  some  four  years,  and 
dying  March  30,  1878;  having  been  born  at  Colliersville, 
May  1,  1803. 

Mrs.  Goodyear  was  a woman  of  great  prudence,  industry, 
and  economy,  possessed  of  rare  intellectual  attainments, 
and  well  versed  in  the  current  reading  of  the  day,  in  the 
national  polities,  and  conversant  with  the  best  authors. 
She  was  sociable  and  kind  to  her  many  friends,  a lady  of 
remarkable  decision  of  character,  of  dourage  and  patience, 
and  for  the  last  thirty  or  more  years  preceding  her  death 
she  was  an  invalid,  but  bore  her  bodily  misfortune  with 
singular  and  pleasing  patience. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodyear  was  bora  one  daughter, 
Alvira  Collier,  wife  of  Sylvester  Lyman,  a native  of  Pitts- 
field, Mass.,  but  now  a resident  of  Cooperstown.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Ella,  who  desires  to  place  in  the  history 
of  Otsego  County  the  portraits  of  her  grandfather  and 
grandmother,  and  short  sketches  of  their  lives,  in  honor  to 
them  for  their  many  virtues,  and  as  representative  men  and 
women  of  the  pioneers  spared  to  live  to  old  age. 
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JArs.  Elizabeth  Collier. 

MAJOR  PETER  COLLIER. 


The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Isaac  Collier,  | 
was  the  first  settler  of  the  village  of  Colliersville,  and  hence 
its  name  after  its  first  pioneer.  He  came  to  the  then 
wilderness  country  with  his  family  during  the  days  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  descending  the  Susquehanna  from  its  i 
source  in  Otsego  lake  to  that  place,  which  since,  on  account 
of  the  enterprise  of  the  Collier  and  Goodyear  families,  has  J 
ranked  among  the  places  of  prominence  in  the  county. 

Isaac  Collier  was  of  German  descent,  and,  with  the  many 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  pioneer  settler  (which  was  no 
exception  in  his  case),  was  enabled  to  make  but  little  head- 
way in  clearings  and  property  where  his  progeny  in  future 
became  noted  for  wealth.  He  raised  a large  family  of 
children,  and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years ; 
his  wife  surviving  him  several  years,  and  living  to  be  about 
one  hundred  years  of  age. 

Major  Collier  was  third  son  in  the  family,  and  became 
inured  to  the  privations  and  hardships  of  the  wilderness 

p 

hoitfe,  and  at  the  same  time  learned  those  lessons  of  economy 
and  self-reliance  which  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future 
success.  He  leased  a large  quantity  of  land  from  George 
Clark,  of  Springfield,  built  a saw-mill  and  grist-mill,  and 
engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  business.  Manufactur- 
ing his  lumber,  by  means  of  rafts  constructed  from  the 
same,  he  shipped  it  to  Baltimore,  where  it  found  ready  sale. 

Major  Collier  was  known  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
sen  in  the  county ; was  held  in  such  esteem  by  his  fellow- 


men,  and  so  characterized  by  honesty  and  integrity  of  pur- 
pose, as  to  receive  their  suffrages  on  many  occasions,  and 
represent  them  in  offices  of  responsibility  and  trust. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
county  for  several  years ; was  the  first  loan  commissioner 
of  the  county  for  the  United  States  loan.  Although  he  was 
a man  who,  in  early  life,  had  received  only  a limited  oppor- 
tunity for  obtaining  an  education  from  books,  which  in 
after-years  was  largely  made  up  by  extensive  reading,  he 
was  twice  chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the  legislature 
of  the  State,  and  during  one  of  which  terms,  in  1831,  he 
became  a strong  advocate,  and  aided  largely  in  the  passage 
of  the  bill  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Subsequently 
Major  Collier  was  a presidential  elector,  representing  the 
Democratic  party.  Although  an  unswerving  member  of 
his  party,  he  was  not  ardent  in  the  desire  for  official  re- 
sponsibility, but  never  shrank  from  bearing  with  fidelity 
the  public  burdens  intrusted  to  his  care. 

Major  Collier  was  born  in  1776.  Married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Man,  of  Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.,  a woman  of  good  sound 
mind,  a safe  counselor  in  all  her  husband’s  matters,  re- 
spected and  honored  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  bom 
in  the  year  1782,  and  died  March  20,  1863.  Major  Collier 
died  June  23,  1846.  They  left  only  one  daughter,  Ann 
Eliza,  wife  of  Jared  Goodyear. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  likeness  <jf  Major  Collier  in 
existence,  but  a portrait  of  his  wife  may  be  seen  above. 
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HIE  METHODIST  CIM'RCH 

< I fil»iul'il!e  erected  their  first  church  edifice  in  ISIS. 

> . hoU.se  of  worship  was  built  in  lStili,  at  a cost 

,<  The  present  value  of  church  property  is  esl.i- 

.j  it  about  SiJOOO. 

rr  U also  a Methodist  church  at  Colliersville,  hut  no 
,,  „ r ||ul>it<sl  sufficient  interest  in  it  to  furnish  the  historian 
„ i bn*-  Our  repeated  requests  for  information  received 
itnntiou  whatever. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

Tie-  following  is  a list  of  those  who  enlisted  in  the  war 
f t!,,-  I’u  bellion  from  Milford,  as  compiled  by  Hobart  B. 
S in  1S05  : 

l,.**.  II  IVk,  en I.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  5,  1SG2:  pro.  to  sergt. ; in  battles 
,4  vjrni  Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  and  Spot tsyl vania; 

« niitnlfl. 

t uning,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  loth  Art.,  Jan.- 15,  18C4 ; taken  prisoner  at  the 
lotile  of  the  Wilderness  and  sent  to  Andersonville ; exchanged  Nov.  25, 

E Vandnsen,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  15th  Art.,  July  15,  1804;  discharged  pre- 
tl«ni*  lo  muster  ring-out  of  the  regt. 

iwija  J.  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 12lst  Regt.,  in  August,  1862;  in  battles  of  Salem 
lln^liif*,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Stat  on,  and  Spotsylvania. 

1 ;ah  Dingman,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  R**gt.,  Aug.  6,  1802;  in  battles  of  Gettys- 
burg, R*t  p{  *nh  an  nock  Station,  Salem  Heights,  Spottsyl  vania,  and  Cedar 
» ‘r«  . k . du-d  in  Cedar  Creek  battle-field. 

?*-jr r Ini.gman,  enl.  in  the  3<1  Art.  in  1861 ; died  from  disease. 

Iwi.el  G.  Winsor,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862;  in  first  battle  of 
Fredericksburg ; discharged  and  re-enlisted  in  Co.  G,  0th  Cav. ; in  battles 
of  Collar  Creek  and  Dinwiddie  Court-House;  sergeant, 
tamuel  Dennison,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1862;  wounded  at  second 
buttle  of  Fnjderick>burg ; dis.  March  8,  1864. 

M.  M Mumford,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  12 1st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,1862;  in  battles  of  Spott- 
»y)  vaunt,  Wilderness,  Rappahannock  Station,  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill; 
wounded  at  Cedar  Creek. 

I»»v  d E.  Parker,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1862 ; dis.  March  27,  1863. 

5*  »l!iam  ttifenborg,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  24,  1864. 

Lemuel  Kimltall,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt.,  Aug.  31,  1864. 

U , Ilium  Wbitford,  enl.  in  tho  90th  Regt.,  Aug.  3,  1864. 

Hall,  enl.  in  1863. 

" 11  •-» in  Hall,  enl.  in  1863. 

Or  Undo  Lawyer,  enl.  in  the  93d  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1865. 

G*>».  W.  Ross,  enl.  in  the  93d  Regt.,  April  8,  1805. 

Ab»uio  Wellman,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt.  in  Sept.  1862. 
im-*i rgt*  Ciuiy,  enl.  in  the  89th  Regt.,  Jan.  8,  1S64. 

*•'  rgv  Teal,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  July  29,  1862. 

Ilr;iry  Ldsoo,  enl.  in  22d  Kogt.,  Feb.  20,  1864. 

Juwplt  Faison,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

I*  It.  Tle.ni,  enl.  in  the  1st  Regt.,  Oct.  10,  1861. 

Lrorgr  Chase,  enl.  in  the  2uth  Regt.,  Aug. 9,  1864. 

TaiUtx.enl.  in  193d  Regt.  in  March,  i860. 

* Mntnf  nl,  enl.  in  1st  Regt.  in  1861. 

Jrn -mi all  Parrish,  enl.  in  the  I52d  Regt.  in  1SC2. 
b!'7di  Keith,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt.  in  1862. 

J liu  I'.-aslee,  enl.  in  the  20th  Cav.  in  Oct.  1863. 

J bn  Kb-tcber,  enl.  in  the 'Joth  Regt.  in  Aug.  1862. 

* herb’s  In. ns,  enl.  in  Co.  0,  43d  Ib*gt.,  Aug.  6,  1861 ; in  battles  of  Yorktown, 

" “lia in*. l urg,  Chicknhoininy,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern 
Hill,  Second  Bull  Run,  Antic-tain,  and  Gettysl  urg  ; dis.  Nov.  2,  1864. 

" ' b Hu  Every,  enl.  in  an  engineer  regt.  in  1861. 
l*«*lnoT  llimiside,  011I.  in  the  36th  Regt.,  Arg.  5,  1861. 

It*ury  Clyde  wise,  capt.,  enl.  ill  1861. 

,v-  »r  1-tne,  enl.  in  July,  1864. 

Hamilton  WVstcott,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1862. 

^ ill  lam  Newkirk,  enl.  in  tho  76th  Regt.  in  1861. 

HmmU..ii  Carpenter,  enl.  in  2d  Art.,  April  19,  1864. 

I • 1 , II  .HiMer,  enl.  in  the  121st  Kogt.  ill  Aug.  1862;  wounded. 

J ha  Newkiik,  enl.  in  Sept.  ls6l. 

N 1 .a » 1 1 v , enl.  in  Co.  A,  4 -Id  Art.,  in  1861  ; ro-enl.  and  desertod. 

* • • > in  Burns  ile,  onl.  in  the  1st  Hug.  Regt.  in  lSt'4. 

*'  * ‘ 'Cun*,  enl.  iu  1.1st  Regt.  in  Aug.  1*6.2. 

N'  •»»*  ' uiwoniior,  enl.  in  the  59th  Regt.  in  Fob.  1804. 

J * i ' lUrnm,  enl.  in  lfitli  Art.  in  1803. 

*'*"  1 1 • » r v in,  enl.  in  the  loth  Regt.  in  1863. 

ll ' * F. tii,  enl.  in  the  95th  ltegt.  in  1862. 

H > sbuttt  rs,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt.  iu  1801. 

1 >,M“(  rs,  enl.  iu  the  43d  Regt.  in  1861. 
hbntters,  enl.  ill  tin*  43d  Regt.  in  IsOl. 

' 1 ’*•1*  Barova,  enl.  iu  the  152d  Regt.  in  1862. 

-V*  Greene,  enl.  in  tin*  121st  Regt.  iu  1862. 


Wendull  Monk,  enl.  iu  the  l*t  Eng.  In  186-1. 

James  W.  Cronkite,  enl.  in  the  l2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  5, 1862;  prorn  1st  sergt.  Co  T, 
Aug.  18,  1862;  2d  lieu t.,  Oct.  2<»,  1802;  1st  lieut.,  April  10, 1863  ; capt  , May  3, 
1863;  maj.  by  brev.,  Oct.  19,  1864,  for  meritorious  services  nt  the  battle  f 
Cedar  Creek;  maj.,  Dec.  24,  18»'4;  lieut. -col.,  Jan.  24,  18*W> — subsequently 
resigned  that  office  ill  favor  of  Major  Kidder;  Ileut.-col.  by  bmv.,  April  6, 
1805,  for  gallant  ami  meritorious  services  at  the  battle  of  Little  Saylor  s 
Creek;  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Saylor’s  Creek,  April  6, 18t>5;  dis.  June 
25,  1805. 

Harrison  Whitney,  enl.  in  tho  76th  Regt.,  Sept.  27, 1861  ; in  battles  of  *«e*-ond 
Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancelloraville,  Gettysburg,  Wilder- 
ness, Petersburg,  and  surrender  of  Lee. 

Edgar  Gage,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  27, 1862. 

Eugene  Murry,  enl.  in  Oct.  1861. 

Norman  Stone,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1862;  in  battles  of  Sal*m 
Heights,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Spottsyl  vania,  Winchester-, 
Fisher's  Hill,  and  surrenderor  Lee. 

Chas.  Beach,  enl.  iu  the  152d  Regt.  in  Oct.  1862. 

Philip  Blanchard,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt.  in  Aug.  1861. 

William  M.  Carpenter,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt.  in  Aug.  1861. 

Adrian  Bartlett,  enl.  iu  the  121st  Regt.  in  1862. 

Danforth  Gagne,  enl.  in  the  15'2d  Regt.  in  Oct.  1862. 

Edgar  Stickney,  enl.  in  Berdan's  Sharpshooters,  Nov.  28, 1862. 

Jacob  G.  Whitney,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1SG4. 

Benj.  II.  Baker,  enl.  Sept.  3,  1864;  substitute. 

James  I.  Spencer,  enl.  Aug.  6,  1864  ; substitute. 

Anson  More,  enl.  Aug.  23,  1864;  substitute. 

Harley  T.  Williams,  eul.  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Janies  Wright,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  15, 1864. 

Samuel  M.  Wheeler,  enl  in  the  5th  Art.,  Jan.  19,  1804  ; dis.  March  10, 1864,  by 
reason  of  having  furnished  a substitute. 

Geo.  Williams,  enl.  in  the  16th  Art.  in  1*64;  deserted. 

Marshall  Wilber,  enl.  in  the  16th  Art.,  Jan.  18, 1*64. 

Emmett  Webster,  enl.  in  the  2d  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1864. 

Archibald  Warren,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1864. 

Andrew  Jackson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3, 1864. 

William  Adams,  enl.  in  the  131st  Regt.,  Feb.  6,  1865. 

Benj.  I.  Ashley,  enl.  in  the  1st  Regt.,  Feb.  4,  1865. 

Nelson  Alger,  enl.  in  the  5th  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1864. 

Denison  Reynolds,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 144th  Regt.,  Jan.  19, 1864. 

Emulus  A.  Reynolds,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  18,  1864. 

George  Reeve,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt.,  Jan.  19,  1864. 

Harvey  L.  Rogers,  enl.  iu  Co.  0,  152d  Regt.,  Feb.  10, 1864. 

Peter  Ross,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  19,  1864. 

Chas.  E.  Itadeker.  enl.  in  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  26, 1S64. 

James  M.  Itadeker,  enl  in  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1864. 

Augustus  E.  Itadeker,  enl.  in  Co.  K.  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Chas.  L.  Reside,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1864. 

Alvin  A.  Kinney,  enl  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Jan.  19,  1864. 

Faley  Kingsley,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  26, 1S64. 

Reuben  Keata,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144tli  Regt.,  Sept.  12,  1864. 

Thomas  Kelley, -enl.  in  the  131st  ltegt.,  Feb.  4,  1865. 

Cornelius  Cavwell,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  16th  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1*64. 

Artemas  G.  Carwell,  enl.  iu  Co  H,  16th  Art.,  Jan.  19,  1864. 

Janies  Chismore,  enl.  in  tiro  2d  Art.,  Jan.  16, 1864. 

Edward  Cantwell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  114th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Ulysses  S.  Campbell,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  144th  Kegt.,Sept.  3, 1864. 

Charles  E.  Curtis,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Richard  S.  Cole,  enl.  in  Co.  IT,  8th  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

David  S.  Shore,  enl.  in  Co.  G.  144th  Regt , S«  pt.  2,  1804. 

Walton  Capler,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  131st  Regt.,  Feb.  3, 1865. 

David  Snyder,  enl.  in  Bates'  Bat.,  Sept.  5,  1804. 

Jerome  Swift,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Burton  Slade,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  *2d  Art.,  Jan.  20,  1864. 

Edward  A.  Stevenson,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Jan.  IS.  1864. 

William  S.  Smith,  enl.  in  (Jo.  B,  4th  Art.,  Jan.  1864. 

Lorin  True,  eul.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  19,  1*64. 

Hamilton  Turner,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  16th  Art.,  Jan.  19,  1864. 

James  Palmer,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  20,  18*14. 

Leroy  Pratt,  enl.  in  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  18,  1**4. 

Horatio  N.  Platt,  enl.  in  22d  Cuy.,  Jnu.  15,  1864 
John  A.  Patten,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  16th  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1*64. 

Edward  Parson,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  16,  1*64. 

Isaac  Pier,  enl.  in  a battery,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Geo.  I>.  Phillips,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  22d  Cav.,  Fob.  7,  1865. 

Cluik  I>  Saiifh  ld,  eul.  in  Co.  K,  141th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1864. 

Geo.  I).  Barringer,  eul.  Aug.  5,  1*64. 

Willey  Barker,  enl.  iu  the  13bst  Regt.,  Feb.  24,  1*65. 

Chas.  L.  Barrows,  enl.  iu  the  Doth  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1*64. 

Cheater  Burnside,  enl.  in  Co.  A.  lat  Eng.,  Sept.  15,  18*4. 

Herman  Briggunu,  enl.  in  Sih  Art.,  Jan.  20,  1*01. 

Patrick  I.  Burke,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  Iblli  Art.,  Jan.  18, 1864. 

George  Bbau field,  ml.  in  Co.  II,  16tli  Art.,  Jan.  Is,  1*64. 

Andrew  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  loth  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1*6.4. 

Lyman  Brown,  enl.  111  Co.  11,  lOtli  Art.,  Jan.  I*.  1*64. 

Chas.  F.  A.  Burgh erof,  ml.  in  Co.  II,  loth  Art , Jan.  18,  1864. 

Samuel  Babcock,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  ll  llli  Regt.,  Aug.  30,  18(4. 
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Clms.  T.  Bogart,  evil.  In  Co.  K,  144th  Ib*gt.,  Sept.  3, 1304. 

Ifimm  Hawk,  onl.  in  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

Ephraim  Hu  limi  t,  cnl.  Feb.  0,  1S0.3. 

CTim.  R.  Ilutttehl,  <*nl.  in  C<..  G,  1 14th  R-gt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

William  Hubbell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  1 14th  Ibgt.,  Sept.  1,  1804. 

Chas.  W.  Hewitt,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  10th  Art.,  Jail.  18,  1804. 

AniAtleilfl  Uoughtnling,  enl.  in  5th  Art.,  Jan.  18,  1804. 

Geo.  G.  Houck,  enl.  in  8th  Art.,  Jan  *20,  1804. 

Itobt.  \V.  Houae,  enl.  Aug.  *23,  1804. 

Alexander  Hadden,  enl.  Sept.  3,  1 804. 

Harvey  Hubbell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  1,1804. 

David  U.  Fuller,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  1 44 tl»  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

Eugene  Fuller,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  144th  R<*gt.,  Aug.  25,  1804. 

Scott  G.  Falla,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  1524  Ib-gt.,  Jan.  18,  1804. 

John  D.  Fruin,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  15th  Eng.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

Jacob  II.  Gibbon,  enl.  in  both  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

OBcar  Grant,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  4th  Art.,  Jan.  10, 1804. 

Nathan  S.  Gilbert,  enl.  iu  22d  Cav.,  Jan.  10,  1SG4. 

Ambrose  Dryer,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  4th  Cav.,  Sept.  15, 1804. 

Kmerett  B.  Dane,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  R'‘gt.,  Sept.  2,  1804. 

David  Dyke,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Ilegt.,  Sept.  ‘2,  1801. 

Jacob  Decker,  cnl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  2, 1HG4. 

John  Daley,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  37th  Regt.,  Jan.  14, 1805. 

Anson  Davenport,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  lot li  Art.,  Jau.  1, 1804. 

Thomas  David,  enl.  Jan.  19,  1804. 

John  A.  More,  cnl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1804. 

James  A.  Morse,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1804. 

Martin  Malon,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  4th  Cav.,  Sept.  15,  1804. 

Edwin  Miller,  enl.  in  the  3d  Art.,  Sept.  3, 1804. 

Edwin  (I.  Lake,  enl.  in  the  3d  Art.,  Sept.  3,  1804. 

O.  W.  Lawrence,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  144th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1804. 

Chad.  E.  Dixon,  enl.  in  the  14th  Regt.,  Jan.  13,  1805. 

James  Seymour,  enl.  in  the  14th  Regt.,  Jan.  1805. 

Edward  Vail,  enl.  in  the  14th  Regt.,  Jan.  1805. 

James  Carr,  enl.  in  Jan.  1805. 

Michael  Carroll,  enl.  in  Jau.  1805. 

Jacob  Renz,  enl.  in  Jan.  1805. 

John  P.  Murphy,  enl.  in  Jan.  18*35. 

Jumes  Hurley,  enl.  in  the  both  Col.  Regt.,  Aug.  23, 1S04. 

Isaac  Robinson,  enl.  in  the  5*>th  Col.  Regt.,  Aug.  23,  1801. 

Elias  Me  Dale,  enl.  in  the  5*»th  Col.  Regt.,  Aug.  23,  180-4. 

Robert  Davis,  enl.  Jan.  24,  1805. 

John  llosey,  enl.  in  the  8th  Regt.,  Jan.  20,  180,3. 

Christian  Christiansor,  enl.  in  the  7th  Regt.,  Jan.  20,  1805. 

John’O’Br ien,  enl.  in  the  lbth  R«*gt.,  Jan.  20,  1805. 

John  Mock,  enl.  in  the  11th  Regt.,  Jan.  24,  1805. 

Daniel  Lanuigan,  enl.  iu  the  15tli  Regt.,  Jan.  24,  1805. 

John  Huffman,  enl.  in  15th  Regt.,  Jan.  24,  1805. 

John  Eldon,  enl.  in  the  loth  Regt.,  Jan.  21, 180.5. 

John  Pawler,  enl.  in  the  5th  Art.,  Sept.  27, 1804. 

James  Ross,  enl.  in  the  17th  liegt.,  Oct.  4,  1SG4. 

James  Carr,  eul.  in  Jau.  1805. 

John  M.  Irons,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  0,  1801 ; discharged  in  1802 ; re- 
enlisted; in  liattles  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel lors- 
ville,  and  Gettysburg  ; died  on  Gettysburg  battle-field. 

George  Keith,  enl.  in  16C1,  in  Eng.  Corps. 

Robert  M.  Rose,  enl.  in  the  1st  Eng.,  Oct.  3,  1801;  pro.  to  sergt. ; in  battles  of 
James  Island,  Secession vi lie,  Pocotaligo,  Fort  Pulaski,  Morris  Island,  Fort 
Wagner,  Fort  Gregg,  and  Olusty  ; dis.  Nov.  28,  1804. 

The  following-named  persons  enlisted  from  this  town  and 
were  credited  to  the  town  of  Ilartwick  : 

Albert  I.  Thorn,  enl.  in  Cav.  R<  gt.,  1804. 

Samuel  S.  Apliu,  eul.  iu  Cav.  lb  gt.,  l'>04. 

William  Leaning,  enl.  in  Cav  lb*gt.,  1SG4. 

George  Beach,  enl.  iu  Cav.  Ib  gt.,  1804. 

Daniel  Wiusor,  enl.  in  Cav.  Regt.,  180-4. 

The  following  enlisted  in  the  naval  service  : 

Goo.^RT.  Warren,  enl.  Jan.  28,  1805. 

Coo.  Jackson,  enl.  Aug.  25,  1804. 

Johu  Glynn,  enl  Jan.  2-3,  1805.  - 
Goo.  Wood,  onl.  Jan.  *20,  1805. 

Tlmiuiid  Martin,  erd.  Aug.  25,  ls64. 

Edward  Judge,  enl.  Jan.  23,  18*55. 

Johu  Naylor,  enl.  Jan.  2S,  1.8*55. 

William  B.  Iluicbiii-on,  enl.  Aug.  25,  180-4. 

J«dm  Jlab-r,  enl.  Jan.  23,  l vA. 

Coo.  How  laud,  old.  Fob.  3,  1805. 

Alb  u Swape,  enl.  Aug.  25,  In, 4. 

Daniol  K(  tu  dy,  onl.  Jan.  '21,  1805. 

Olivor  Coon,  eul.  Fob.  3,  In 55, 

J'ist  pb  I liul. •>',  enl.  Aug.  25, 1>GI. 

Jaiu.  rt  Kimball,  eul.  Feb.  2,  1*05. 

Henry  M Hinds,  enl.  Feb.  3,  1 Mi5. 

William  Brown,  enl.  Aug.  2.5,  ImH. 


William  Robinson,  cnl.  Jan.  24,  1805. 
Edward  Li  Indian,  enl.  Fob.  3, 1805. 
William  H.  Harrison,  cid.  Sept.  7,  1804. 
Samuel  Armstrong,  cnl.  Jan.  24,  18*5.3. 
Jacob  Buckhart,  enl.  Fol*.  3,  1805. 

Chas.  B.  Surkinor,  enl.  Jan.  24,  180.3. 
William  Spink,  erd.  Jan.  23, 18(55. 

John  Kelly,  enl.  Jau.  28,  1805. 

Josiali  Kinsey,  enl.  Feb.  3,  1805. 
William  Williams,  enl.  Jan.  24,  180.5. 
William  Childley,  erd.  Jan.  23,  1805. 
Chas.  W.  Rudd,  enl.  Jan.  23,  1805. 
Patrick  Buckley,  enl.  Jan.  3,  18*55. 
William  Spillor,  enl.  Jan.  25,  18*55. 
Robert  Somerville,  enl.  Jan.  28, 1805. 
Nathaniel  Bullock,  enl.  Jan  28, 1805. 
Richard  Palmer,  enl.  Jan.  28, 1805. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


RICHARD  B.  MORRIS 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Milford,  Otsego  County,  April  3. 
1811,  being  the  youngest  son  of  Charles  and  Catherine 
Morris.  His  early  life  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm, 
being  the  same  property  on  which  his  grandfather  settled 
about  1790,  and  which  is  still  owned  by  members  of  the 


family.  He  took  for  his  companion  in  life,  March  1,  1833. 
Zilpha,  daughter  of  llcuben  and  Wealthy  Westcott.  She 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Milford,  Nov.  1,  1820.  The  re- 
sult of  this  marriage  was  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
And,  by  God’s  will,  the  sons  alone  are  left  to  preserve  their 
father’s  name  and  honor  for  posterity.  The  eldest  son. 
Albert,  was  horn  in  Milford,  Jan.  2,  1840.  and  married 
Mary  J.  Birdsall,  Nov.  .').  ISOS  ; they  have  two  children, 
viz.,  Burton  II.,  horn  Nov.  2S,  1S09,  and  A.  Stanley,  lorn 
Oct.  28,  1871.  The  second  son.  William  II.,  was  horn  iu 
Milford,  July  21,  1841,  and  married  Ada  Angell ; tlu  v also 
have  two  children,  Susan,  horn  May  21,  1S70,  and  Willard, 
horn  June  21,  1872.  For  twelve  years  these  two  sons  have 
carried  on  a largo  and  extensive  flour  and  food  business  in 
the  village  of  Oneonta,  and  arc  among  its  most  prominent 
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■■MP*  « ,l‘°  t,lir^  SOD’ was  born  in  M;irch 

(0 

ftp  ftctrt*  originally  belonged  to  the  old  V*  big  ptny.  j 
^ (Efr  *hc  format  ion  of  the  Republican  parry  joined  that  ; 


r ganization.  He  held  several  minor  town  offices,  and  in  j 
l i*  early  life  was  connected  with  the  New  York  State  i 
to;. itia.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
' r . vcr  thirty-five  years,  having  been  a deacon  for  thirty-  1 
»'  rve  years.  His  grandfather  was  the  leading  organizer  of 
the  first  Baptist  church  in  the  town  of  Milford.  All  man- 
k'.nd  have  at  some  time  to  end  their  earthly  career  and  i 
r n l-T  an  account  to  the  Almighty.  None  was  better  pre-  ! 
pvn-il  fbr  this  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  passed 
»««v  Dec.  2G,  1S77,  mourned  by  his  friends  and  neigh- 

b IV 


ADOLPHUS  G.  MORRIS. 

Atm»ng  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Milford  was 
tin*  M itt is  family.  Their  forefathers,  about  the  time  of  ! 
t'  Revolutionary  war,  emigrated  from  Wales  to  the  State  ! 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  subsequently  moved  west  to  Rens- 
*•  ■ r county,  and  some  time  between  1791)  and  1SO0  settled 
in  this  town  in  Otsego  County.  David  E..  a descendant 
■ t this  family,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Milford.  Otsego  : 
1 inty.  May  2,  IStll.  being  the  son  of  Charles  and  Cath- 
‘r,n,‘  Morris.  He  was  married  to  Susan,  daughter  of 
i(i-  n Westeott,  she  being  a native  of  Cheshire,  Berk- 
•b;ro  ( Mass.,  born  in  1802.  and  came  to  this  countv 

* !h  her  father  in  1S15.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight 

• hildrcn.  the  eldest  of  whom.  Adolphus  G..  was  born  Aug. 

- ' 1 in  the  town  of  Milford.  lie  was  married  Feb. 

It  I'm.),  to  Mary  J..  daughter  of  Albert  Howland,  sbe 
' ;!l-  a native  of  the  town  of  Laurens,  and  was  born  Oct. 

1 *•  ' > Five  children  have  blessed  their  union  : Wel- 
“ -’"tt  Ij.,  born  Aug.  23,  Clarence  S..  Dec.  19, 

1 •*> ; Hiram.  Dec.  28,  18t!2;  Frank.  Sept.  S.  1871;  1 
1 March  3,  1877.  Mr.  Morris  mourns  the  loss  of 
'■  'll  tatlicr  and  mother,  the  latter  having  pas-od  awav  No- 
'•mUr.  18GS, and  the  former  May  3,  1>7G.  l’olitically  1 


1L9 


he  belongs  to  the  Republican  party,  and  is  one  of  the  m -t 
useful,  energetic,  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  town  in 
which  he  resides. 


SIMEON  R.  BARNES 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Maryland,  Otsego  County.  An;. 
IS,  1831,  being  the  son  of  Philip  and  Jane  T.  Barnes. 
His  father  was  born  June  22,  1798,  at  Groton,  Conn.,  and 
emigrated  with  his  father  to  this  county  in  1823.  Simeon 
was  brought  up  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  received  his  earlv 
education  at  the  district  school,  but  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
was  sent  to  the  New  York  Conference  seminary  at  Cliar- 
lottcville,  Schoharie  county,  where  he  graduated  in  1852. 
The  winter  following  lie  taught  school  in  Delaware  countv. 
but  in  May,  1S53,  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  sa.-h 
and  blinds  at  Maryland  on  a small  scale.  In  the  fall  of 
1855  he  took  F.  M.  Fox  in  partnership  with  him  ; under 
the  firm-name  of  Barnes  & Fox  they  continues!  badness 
at  Maryland  till  April,  18G7,  when  they  removed  their 
works  to  the  village  of  Colliersville,  in  the  town  of  Milford, 
erecting  a large  building,  and  having  as  many  as  fifty  imn 
at  one  time  in  their  employ.  They  also,  in  connection  with 
their  manufactory,  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  car- 
pentering, building,  and  lumbering,  and  had  a very  exten- 
sive trade. 

Mr.  Barnes  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his  part- 
ner in  December,  1874,  and  since  that  time  has  lived  a 
retired  life.  He  was  married,  Oct.  11,  1S53,  to  Margaret 
J..  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Platt,  who  were  origin- 
ally from  the  State  of  Connecticut,  but  who  emigrated  to 
the  town  of  Maryland  in  an  early  day,  and  were  aii!"n; 
the  first  settlers ; their  daughter  was  born  in  that  town 
Dec.  14,  1833.  But  two  children  have  blessed  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes,  only  one  of  whom  is  living  at  the 
present  time.  The  eldest,  Charles  P.,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Maryland,  Dec.  4,  1854,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1S72;  the 
youngest,  Frank  Leslie,  was  born  in  the  same  town,  Aug. 
6,  185S. 

Mr.  Barnes  has  been  a life-long  Republican,  and  has  hGd 
a number  of  State  and  local  offices,  having  been  supervisor, 
from  the  town  of  Milford,  in  1SG9  ; and  was  appointed  by 
that  board,  in  1871,  as  one  of  a committee  of  five  to  super- 
intend and  erect  the  present  jail  and  sheriff  s residence.', 
and  personally  gave  his  attention  towards  drafting  and  c m- 
pleting  the  building.  In  1S72  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Dix  as  one  of  the  town  commissioners  for  this  county, 
which  office  he  holds  at  the  present  time.  In  the  fall 
1S7G  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  assembly,  in  a 
triet  strongly  Democratic,  receiving  a majority  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

He  and  his  wife  arc  both  members  of  the  I niversal.-x 
church,  and  he  has  given  largely  of  his  means  for  its  sup- 
port, having  in  the  fall  of  187G  built  the  only  church  cl 
that  denomination  in  the  town,  about  two  miles  tV  m 1 
liersville,  on  his  own  responsibility.  The  church  bear-  : 
name  of  the  First  Universalist  church  of  Collicrsvilb  at:  i 
Maryland,  and  has  a seating  capacity  of  two  lutmin  I t 
fifty.  Mr.  Barnes  erected  his  present  homo  in  the -u:  : . r 
of  1SGS,  a view  of  which,  accompanied  by  the  p<  rtrait- 
himself  and  wife,  can  he  found  in  another  part  of  this  w u 
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OTIS  AVESTCOTT. 

Prominent  among  -the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Milford 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  A son  of  old  Massachusetts, 
bom  at  Cheshire,  Berkshire  Co.,  April  25,  1800,  being  t ho 
offspring  of  Reuben  and  Susan  Westcott.  At  eight  years 
of  age  his  father  emigrated  to  this  town,  bringing  his  family 
with  him,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  niue  children, 
which  was  afterwards  increased  to  twelve, — six  boys  and  six 
girls;  and  at  the  death  of  their  father,  iu  1S47,  all  were 
living,  the  youngest  being  over  thirty  years  of  age.  They 
were  all  members  of  the  Baptist  church  except  the  two 
oldest,  who  were  Methodists.  He  remained  on  his  father's 
farm  till  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Dec.  0,  l!S2G,  to  Sally, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Catherine  Morris,  she  being  born 
in  Milford,  Aug.  21,  1804.  He  then  purchased  a farm, 
being  the  one  on  which  lie  now  resides,  and  there  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  comfortable  fortune  which  he  now  pos- 
sesses. There  came  six  children  to  bless  his  home  and 
fireside,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  the  town  of  Milford.  Eliza  Delia,  born  Feb.  G, 
1828.  Catherine,  born  Feb.  4,  1832,  and  was  married  to 
Rev.  Ozias  Ellerson,  a Methodist  minister,  located  at  Key- 
port,  N.  J.  Munro,  born  July  11,  183G.  Emily  S..  born 
Sept.  I,  1843,  was  married  Sept.  23,  1SG3,  to  Dr.  Thomas 
Evans,  of  Milford.  Mr.  W.  has  been  a Republican  ever  since 
the  formation  of  the  party.  Ilimself  and  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  for  over  half  a century. 
Dee.  6,  187G,  there  gathered  at  his  family  mansion  relatives 
and  friends  to  extend  their  greetings  and  celebrate  the  anni- 
versary of  his  golden  wedding,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
appropriate  than  the  following  lines: 

“ For  fifty  years  we’ve  journeyed  on 
Together  on  life's  way; 

Our  locks,  onco  fair  to  look  upon, 

Are  mingled  now  with  gray. 

“ We’ve  shared  each  other’s  toil  and  cares, 

A Kathcr'3  love  hath  blessed; 

And  e’er  another  fifty  years 
Wo  hope  with  Him  to  rest.” 


WILLIAM  K.  HARDY 

is  a native  of  the  town  of  Unadilla,  Otsego  County,  born 
Jan.  13,  1809,  being  the  sou  of  William  and  Esther 
Hardy. 

Soon  after  his  birth  his  father  removed  to  Broome  county, 
where  William  remained  till  1821,  when  he  came  to  the 
town  of  Milford,  being  then  only  twelve  years  of  age. 
He  spent  his  time  summers  in  working  as  a farm  laborer, 
and 'h is  winters  in  trying  to  obtain  an  education  at  the  dis- 
trict school,  till  he  became  of  age.  He  at  that  time  hired 
for  four  years  to  John  Low,  of  Milford,  and  served  his  time. 
He  was  married,  Feb.  25,  1835,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of 
his  employer,  she  being  horn  iu  the  town  April  15,  1807. 
lie  then  purchased  a farm  of  sixty-three  acres,  and  with 
this,  in  connection  with  one  hundred  and  fiftv  acres  which  he 
hired,  and  with  a debt  of  live  hundred  dollars  on  his  shoul- 
ders, he  began  life  for  himself,  lie  has  always  carried  on 
that  business,  and  stands  to-day  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
successful  farmers  of  his  town,  enjoying  a comfortable  and 


honorable  fortune.  Nine  children  came  to  bless  his  lu  ... 
only  four  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time:  All,.  :- 
borti  Feb.  2,  183G ; Oscar,  Sept.  1,  1839;  Georire  \\ 
March  14,  1845;  Elbridgc  G.,  Jan.  2,  1850;  all  I,.; 
natives  of  Milford.  In  politics  Mr.  Hardy  belongs  to  t!. 
Democratic  party,  having  east  his  first  vote  for  pre-iq. ... 
of  the  United  States  for  Andrew  Jackson,  for  his  j 

term  of  office.  He  has  held  several  county  and  town 
offices,  having  been  elected,  in  1854,  superintendent  of  i|„. 
county  poor  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  represented  In- 
town  as  supervisor  in  18G3,  was  justice  of  the  peace  t .r 
four  years,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  school  commissioner, 
assessor,  and  commissioner  of  highways.  Mr.  Hardy  i- 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Milford,  and  stands  to-day  a living  model  of  an  American 
farmer. 


ANDREW  SPENCER 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Warren,  Ilerkimcr  county.  X.  Y., 
April  3,  1835,  being  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Emeline 
Spencer, — the  former  a native  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  was  born  in  1803.  He  removed  with  his  father 
to  Herkimer  county  in  1819.  In  1830  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Christila  Dusler,  they  being  old 
settlers  of  Herkimer  county,  where  she  was  born,  Sept.  13, 
18u9.  He  subsequently  came  to  the  town  of  Richfield, 
Otsego  County,  in  1849,  and  in  1853  came  to  Hurtwick, 
and  the  year  following  removed  to  Milford,  where  he  died 
in  November,  1859.  Andrew,  his  son,  received  his  early 
education  at  the  district  school,  and  soon  after  his  father 
removed  to  this  county  entering  Hartwick  seminary  as  a 
student,  where  he  graduated  after  a three  years’  course. 
He  afterwards  held  the  position  as  a teacher  iu  the  same 
institution  for  a year  and  a half.  lie  followed  teaching  for 
a livelihood  for  eight  years,  having  charge  of  private  and 
public  schools  in  the  south  and  west.  After  his  father’s 
death  he  returned  to  Otsego  County,  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  in  which  business  he  is  still  engaged.  He 
was  married,  Jan.  17,  18G2,  to  Minerva,  daughter  of  E. 
and  S.  Cronkite,  a native  of  Milford,  born  Dec.  1G.  1840. 
His  family  consists  of  five  children,  viz.,  Andrew,  born  iu 
Milford,  Dec.  10,  1SG3;  Cora,  born  in  Laurens,  June  28, 
1SG5;  Maude,  iu  Laurens,  July  13,  1SG7;  Mattie  in  Mil- 
ford, Feb.  7, 1874.  and  Forrest,  in  Milford,  March  5.  1877. 
Politically,  he  has  always  been  a member  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  an  active  worker  in  its  ranks,  and  has  received  a 
goodly  number  of  offices  from  the  supporters  of  that  party, 
— representing  his  town  as  supervisor  in  1872  and  1W3 
justice  of  peace  and  sessions,  and  being  the  present  county 
superintendent  of  the  poor.  lie  has  given  largely  of  his 
means  for  the  support  of  religion  in  his  town,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Milford.  And 
for  a man  of  his  years  few  are  hold  in  as  high  esteem  by 
his  fellow-citizens. 

HENRY  WILCOX 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Laurens,  Otsego  County,  Sept. 
15,  1805,  being  the  son  of  William  Wilcox.  The  latter 
was  a native  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  and  removed  from  there 
with  his  father  to  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  iu  about  1800 
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came  to  Otsego  County,  where  he  married  Lctitia,  daughter 
of  John  Brees,  an  early  resident  of  this  county,  but  origin- 
ally from  the  State  of  Virginia.  On  her  mother’s  side  she 
was  connected  with  the  noted  Cooper  family. 

Mr.  Wilcox  early  turned  his  attention  to  firming,  and 
followed  that  avocation  during  his  life.  lie  passed  away 
April  1,  1S57.  During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he 
was  deprived  of  the  companionship  of  his  wife,  she  having 
died  Sept.  13,  1S53. 

Henry,  the  eldest  child,  was  brought  up  on  his  father’s 
farm,  and  received  his  education  at  the  district  school.  lie 
married,  Oct.  15,  1829,  Lucina,  daughter  of  Robert  M.  and 
Sarah  J.  Tunney.  She  was  born  at  Windham,  Greene  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  9,  1S08.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  youngest, 
William  II.,  was  born  in  Milford,  Aug.  2,  1840,  and  was 
married  Sept.  29,  1803,  to  Emogene  Shute.  He  died 
May  13,  1873,  leaving  but  one  child,  John  Henry,  born 
Nov.  24,  18(36  ; he,  therefore,  being  the  only  one  left  in  the 
towu  where  the  family  has  lived  for  four  generations,  to 
hand  the  honored  old  name  of  Wilcox  down  to  posterity. 

Mr.  Wilcox  has  always  belonged  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  held  several  town  offices,  including  that  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity  he  officiated  twelve  years. 

Both  he  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Milford  about  forty  years.  Mr. 
Wilcox  is  probably  at  the  present  time  the  oldest  living 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Milford  born  in  the  county  ; and 
he  has  during  his  life  maintained  a reputation  for  honesty 
and  integrity  among  his  friends  and  neighbors. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

TOWN  OF  MORRIS. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  nnil 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Incidents — First  Toivn-Mcetings 
— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  arid  Town  Clerks  from  Organiza- 
tion of  the  Town  to  1S73 — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural 
and  General  Statistics— Area — Equalized  and  Assessed  Valuation 
— Population  from  Organization  of  Town  to  1S75. 

This  town  was  organized  from  Butternuts  on  the  6th 
day  of  April,  1S49.  It  is  one  of  the  western  tier  < f 
towns,  and  bounded  as  follows : on  the  north  by  Pittsfield 
and  New  Lisbon  ; on  the  east  by  New  Lisbon  and  Laurens  ; 
on  the  south  by  Butternuts;  and  on  the  west  by  Butternuts 
and  the  Unadilla  river,  which  separates  it  from  Chenango 
county.  Butternut  creek  flows  southwest  through  nearly 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  divides  its  surface  into  two 
ridges  or  hilly  uplands,  which  are  well  adapted  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  The  western  ridge  terminates  in  a steep 
bluff  bordering  on  the  Unadilla  river.  The  soil  in  the  val- 
leys is  a gravelly  loam,  very  fertile,  while  on  the  uplands  it 
consists  chiefly  of  clay  and  gravel. 

The  first  settlement  in  Morris  was  made  in  about  the 
year.  1770. 

Among  those  brave  spirits  who  led  the  pioneer  van  was 
Paschal  Franehot,  a uative  of  France,  who  left  his  sunny 
home  for  an  abode  in  the  wilds  of  the  New  World.  His  I 
26 


advent  into  the  wilderness,  and  the  incidents'of  the  journey, 
together  with  much  other  valuable  information,  is  thus 
pleasantly  related  by  himself:  “ You  ask  an  old  settler  to 
give  you  the  historical  associations  pertaining  to  the  old 
town  of  Butternuts.  This  town  derives  its  name  from 
three  butternut-trees  growing  from  one  stump,  were  noted 
as  being  the  corner  of  three  patents,  to  wit:  the  Otego, 
Wells,  and  Ilillington,  which  latter  contains  18,090  acres, 
being  chiefly  in  said  town,  and  being  also  at  this  day  the 
corner  of  three  towns,  Pittsfield,  New  Lisbon,  and  Butter- 
nuts, now  called  Morris,  being  the  southeast  corner  thereof. 
This  tract  was  purchased  by  Henry  Ilill  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  of  Gov.  Franklin,  and  was  part  of  a tract  of 
47,000  acres  patented  to  Geo.  Butler  and  others,  who  con- 
veyed the  said  18,000  acres  to  William  Franklin  and 
others,  owned  by  Mr.  Holkcr,  at  that  time  French  consul- 
general,  and  partly  by  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  who  also  owned 
the  Middleton  patent,  part  of  which,  with  the  above,  is 
now  called  the  towu  of  Morris,  leaving  the  old  name  of 
Butternuts  to  that  part  consisting  mainly  of  the  Morris 
and  Upton  patents,  with  4000  acres  of  the  Otego  patent, 
being  about  five  miles  distant  from  the  three  butternut-trees 
from  which  the  name  was  derived. 

“ Benjamin  Lull  and  five  of  his  sons,  Benjamin  Lull,  Jr., 
Joseph,  Caleb,  Nathan,  and  William,  wTith  their  families, 
Ebenezer  Knapp,  Increase  and  Moses  Thurston  and  family, 
came  from  New-Town-Martin,  of  Tryon,  late  county  of 
Albany,  together  with  Hugh  51.  Irish,  Benjamin  Stone, 
William  Pierce,  Esquire  Brooks,  Jack  Johnson,'  and  Robert 
Garrett,  all  English,  and  settled  with  their  families  in  and 
about  Ilillington  and  Wells’  patent  in  1773,  ot  before,  in 
Butternuts.  All  these  people  were  harassed  and  driven 
off  by  the  Indians  under  Colonel  Brant  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war. 

“ Mr.  Jonathan  Moore  and  sons  were  the  next  settlers. 

“ Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  in  company  with  Mons.  le  Chout- 
teau,  explored  Ilillington  and  Middleton  patent,  and  under 
the  auspices  of  the  said  llolker  and  Chaumont,  Louis  de 
Yilliers,  Esq.,  a French  gentleman,  settled  and  cleared  a 
large  farm  now  called  Elm  Grove.  The  widow  Rosseau 
and  three  sons,  from  the  city  of  Paris,  and  Francois  Cock- 
rell first  settled  Louisville. 

“ Mons.  llenourd,  Mons.  Perry,  and  51.  De  Lay,  all 
French,  settled  in  what  was  then  called  Chaumont  Valley, 
now  New  Lisbon,  on  lands  of  Le  Ray. 

“ Among  the  first  settlers  of  the  Upton  patent  should  be 
mentioned  De  Burgers  and  his  father,  remarkable  as  the 
largest  and  most  corpulent  man  I ever  saw,  and  withal, 
possessing  gentlemanly  manners.  General  Jacob  5IorrLs 
told  me  when  he  came  to  his  place,  New  Morrisnnia,  as  he 
then  called  it,  he  first  embarked  at  the  head  of  Otsego 
lake,  and  followed  the  Susquehanna  river  to  the  Unadilla 
river,  and  up  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Butternut 
creek,  thence  to  the  tract  on  which  he  settled  and  cleared 
his  farm  in  5Iorris’  patent.  About  the  same  time  Abijah 
Gilbert,  Esq.,  settled  Gilberts ville,  and  owned  1000  acres 
in  that  neighborhood.  5Ir.  Upton  also  settled  5Ir.  Cham- 
berlain on  his  farm,  now  owned  by  5Irs.  Fcnno  and  sons. 

“51essrs.  Lickeau  & Boons,  at  that  time  agents  of  the 
Scotland  land-company,  made,  previously  to  their  settlement 
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of  Cazcnovia  and  Brownsville,  experiments  in  Otsego  on  a 
considerable  scale  in  making  maple  sugar,  and  satisfied 
themselves  in  wliat  could  be  done  in  that  line  of  business. 
All  these  gentlemen,  together  with  some  from  Cooperstown, 
at  times  congregated  together,  mostly  at  Louis  de  Villiers’, 
Esq.,  and  at  our  dwelling,  and  passed  the  time  very  pleas- 
antly. 

“At  the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution  my  father 
emigrated  from  France  to  this  country  with  the  intention  to 
settle  his  sons  on  the  Ohio,  where  a considerable  French 
settlement  was  begun.  When  we  arrived  at  New  York, 
Count  De  la  Foret,  consul-general  of  France,  advised  us  to 
settle  on  lands  of  Le  Ray  de  Chaumont,  in  Hillington, 
especially  since  a bloody  Indian  war  then  existed  in  Ohio. 
Accordingly,  with  La  Foret’s  advice,  after  wintering  at 
New  York,  which  contained  50,000  inhabitants,  weembarked 
in  April,  1700,  with  our  luggage  and  one  year’s  provision, 
for  this  place;  arrived  at  Albany  in  a passage  of  eight  days; 
thence  to  Schenectady  iu  wagons ; thence  in  bateaux  up 
the  Mohawk  river  to  Canajoharie;  thence  hired  six  wagons 
to  the  head  of  Otsego  lake,  at  Major  Staat’s,  who  then  lived 
at  the  carrying-place,  where  we  were  disappointed  in  finding 
boats  to  carry  us  to  Cooperstown.  Being  the  youngest,  I 
came  down  to  Cooperstown  and  made  out  to  get  Captain 
Stewart  Averill  and  others,  with  all  the  boats,  and  brought 
our-  luggage  and  family  to  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  on  the 
bauks  of  which  a tavern  was  kept  by  a worthy  Scotchman, 
Mr.  Ellison,  where  we  were  well  entertained,  and  were  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Bowers,  from  New  York,  who  was  then  on 
the  opposite  bank  clearing  and  burning  brush  where  his 
bouse  was  afterwards  built. 

“I  found  that  I had  committed  a blunder;  there  was  no 
road  from  Cooperstown  to  Butternuts.  I ought  to  have 
turned  off  from  Springfield  to  Schuyler’s  Lake,  and  so  on 
to  Tuunicliff’s  and  Burlington. 

“ I immediately  set  out  through  Ilartwick  to  Major  But- 
terfield’s ; thence  was  shown  a path  which  went  to  Burlington, 
but  this  path  was  so  blind  I got  bewildered ; traveled 
most  all  night,  and  happened  to  see,  just  before  daylight, 
fires,  for  which  I started,  and  found  a Mr.  Palmer,  who 
had  got  up  to  punch  his  log  heaps,  and  who  met  me  with  a 
hand-spike,  in  a threatening  posture,  but  we  were  soon 
made  friends.  I was  so  much  Frenchified  he  could  not 
understand  me.  I must  have  been  a great  curiosity,  for  he 
examined  me  very  closely ; my  manchcttes,  my  coat,  my 
shoes,  my  double-barreled  gun,  all  appeared  odd  to  him. 
He  became  very  kind  to  me ; took  me  to  his  house  and 
comforted  me  the  best  way  he  could,  and  after  feeding  me 
and  showing  me  real  good-will  he  put  me  in  the  right  road 
aifii  l arrived  safely  at  Butternuts,  distant  seventeen  miles. 

“ After  apprising  my  brother  of  my  mistake  he  immedi- 
ately set  out,  and,  with  the  advice  of  Judge  Cooper,  hired 
Maj  or  Butterfield,  an  excellent,  good  man,  and  some  of  his 
neighbors,  who  cut  out  a road  from  this  place  to  Johnson’s, 
a mile  above  Garrutsville,  and  moved  the  family  and  all  our 
luggage  from  Cooperstown  with  ox-wagons  exactly  fitted  for 
going  through  the  woods.  My  father,  as  soon  as  he  saw 
us  snugly  settled,  returned  to  France. 

“ Soon  after  I lost  two  brothers,  Francois  and  Auguste. 
My  eldest  brother,  Louis,  died  in  lMK),  after  being  in  part- 


nership eight  years.  I pursued  the  mercantile  j^  , s 
with  Mr.  Volkert  Peter  Van  Rensselaer,  from  CLv,*(  p 
who  was  introduced  by  Mr.  John  De  Peystcr  Dotiw  \ 
ware  merchant  of  Albany,  until  1S14,  when  I retina  y,.  n 
mercantile  business,  and  was  agent  for  Le  Ray  d (y , 
mont  and  others  in  settling  lands,  and  clearing  and  . - ^ , 
ing  my  farm,  and  bringing  up  a large  family.  [ !.  .r-  i 
believe,  done  my  humble  part  in  improving  our  <.  ;p,.v 
and  I feel  I shall  not  long  remain  here,  having  at: 
fourscore  of  years  and  about  worn  out.” 

Mr.  Pascal  Franchot,  born  March  JO,  177-1.  in 
partment  dela  Haute  Marne,  Canton  deSaintc  Dcz.hr.  ('tl* 
mune  de  Chamonilly, married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  ('ad 
Hansen,  of  Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  and  for  his  second  wifi  y,* 
Deborah  Hansen,  both  of  whom  were  daughters  of  P.  r:  »k 
Hansen.  His  family  consisted  of  ten  children, — three  ^ 
and  seven  daughters, — viz. : Miss  Julia  A.  Franchot  reside 
in  the  village  of  Morris  ; Helen  married  Volkert  do  1Y\  -xtr 
Douw,  of  Albany ; Joanna  married  Henry  II.  Van  Runs-  la,  - 
of  Morris ; Francis  G.  married  A.  C.  Powell,  of  Syraeu-.- 
Meta  married  Robert  Wells,  of  Riverton,  N.  J. ; Mi-« 
Antoinette  and  Chas.  F.  reside  in  Syracuse;  Louis  Fran- 
chot, deceased;  his  widow  resides  in  the  village  of  Morris 
Marie  Augusta  in  Canandaigua.  Richard  Franchot,  de- 
ceased ; his  widow  resides  in  Schenectady. 

Richard,  son  of  Pascal  Franchot,  born  in  Morris  in  lSlti, 
was  a leading  citizen  of  the  county.  He  held  the  office  . f 
supervisor  of  the  town,  and  was  for  several  years  president 
of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad.  In  1 S G ( 1 lm 
was  elected  to  congress  from  this  district,  and  in  1n12 
was  made  colonel  of  the  121st  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  lie 
afterward  resigned  his  commission  to  Colonel  Upton,  of  the 
regular  army,  and  after  serving  out  his  term  of  office  re- 
moved his  residence  to  Schenectady.  He  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  establishing  the  cotton  and  woolen  factories  t 
Morris,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  general  interests 
the  town.  He  died  in  Schenectady  on  Nov.  23,  1S75. 

Benjamin  Lull  and  five  sons, — Benjamin,  Jr.,  Joseph. 
Caleb,  Nathan,  and  William  Lull, — Jonathan  Moore,  An- 
drew Cathcart,  Jacob  Morris,  Ebenezer  Knapp,  and  Andre 
llenourd  were  also  among  the  pioueers. 

In  those  early  days  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occurrence 
for  the  female  portions  of  the  household  to  leave  their  if  >- 
mestic  duties  and  assist  in  the  severe  toils  of  the  field  ami 
forest.  It  is  related  of  Martha,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Knapp,  that,  in  1775,  she  employed  herself  in  the  ‘-sugar- 
bush,”  a “ good  run”  sometimes  obliging  her  to  feed  the 
fires  under  four  kettles  until  midnight.  One  night,  while 
thus  engaged,  hearing  a fierce  growl  which  betokened  the 
near  approach  of  wolves,  she  immediately  returned  it.  at  the 
same  time  swinging  fire-brands  in  defiance  of  their  attaik. 
During  that  season  she  made  215  pounds  of  sugar,  with 
which  her  father  was  enabled  to  purchase  at  a distant  vil- 
lage a sufficient  quantity  of  grain  to  supply  them  with  biv  1 
the  ensuing  slimmer. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  little  settlement  was  that  el 
Joseph  Lull  and  Martha  Knapp,  mentioned  above.  They 
settled  on  a farm  about  one  mile  distant  from  their  parents, 
and  here,  in  the  midst  of  a dense  forest,  with  strong  hearts 
and  willing  hands,  begau  the  battle  of  life. 
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The  peace  and  quiet  of  their  home  was,  however,  not 
destined  to  remain.  The  Revolutionary  war,  which  began 
tho  previous  year  at  Lexington,  had  now  penetrated  the 
wilderness  and  broken  the  quiet  of  the  valley  homes  of  the 
settlers. 

A company  of  British  soldiers  passing  through  without 
molesting  their  rude  dwelling  excited  the  suspicion  of  those 
who  called  themselves  “ Whigs,”  and  Mrs.  Lull  soon  saw 
her  father  and  husband  arrested  on  the  charge  of  being 
“ Tories,”  and  conveyed  to  Albany  for  trial.  Thus  left  a 
lonely  occupant  of  her  new  home,  she  was  in  a few  days 
called  on  to  defend  herself  and  property  from  the  frequent 
attacks  of  enemies. 

It  was  now  fall,  and  her  husband’s  brothers,  three  of 
whom  were  fortunately  left,  appointed  a husking-bee  at  her 
house. 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  while  sitting  in  her  desolate 
home,  a tap  was  heard  at  the  door.  She  arose,  and  upon 
opening  it  in  stalked  fourteen  Oneida  Indians.  She  wel- 
comed them  as  brothers,  extending  to  them  her  hand  in 
token  of  her  friendship.  Pleased  with  such  a friendly 
reception,  they  seated  themselves,  manifesting  their  good- 
will and  peace.  At  their  request. she  began  to  prepare  sup- 
per. In  the  mean  time  her  brother  entered,  and,  in  the 
same  manner  as  she  had  done,  gave  the  red  men  a friendly 
welcome  to  their  home.  After  supper,  which  was  heartily 
discussed  by  the  Indians,  the  invited  guests  began  to  make 
their  appearance.  As  may  be  supposed,  their  number  was 
small,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  was  acceptable. 
The  “ sons  of  the  forest”  seemed  disposed  to  assist,  and 
soon  set  themselves  to  work,  and  chatted  and  made  merry 
till  midnight,  when,  weary  of  labor,  all  reclined  upon  the 
husks  of  corn. 

Scarcely,  however,  were  their  eyes  closed  in  sleep  when 
a man  and  woman  appeared  and  informed  them  that  the 
Continentals  were  in  the  northern  part  of  the  settlement, 
at  the  same  time  advising  them  to  secure  their  goods.  These 
tidings  quickly  excited  the  war  spirit  of  the  savages.  With 
a shrill  whistle  calling  to  their  aid  two  of  their  number  who 
had  been  stationed  as  sentinels,  they  seized  the  half-sleeping 
men  and  quickly  disappeared  over  the  hill.  The  remainder 
of  the  night  was  passed  by  the  women  in  fear  and  weeping. 
At  dawn  of  morning  it  was  agreed  to  go  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Knapp,  and  on  opening  the  door  they  met  two  of  the 
same  Indians,  who  had  but  au  hour  or  two  before  disap- 
peared so  suddenly,  dressed  in  the  most  frightful  form. 
The  Indians  demanded  of  them  where  they  were  going. 
“To  my  fathers  house,”  replied  Mrs.  Lull.  “.You  must 
prepare  to  go  to  Cherry  Valley,”  was  the  answer,  and,  seiz- 
ing one  of  them  by  the  shoulder,  who  was  sobbing  bitterly 
for  the  loss  of  her  husband  and  for  the  dread  of  her  own 
fate,  he  stamped  fiercely  upon  the  ground,  and  commanded 
her  to  “ whist.”  Feigning  to  draw  a knife  upon  another, 
he  terrified  her  into  the  surrender  of  her  silk  handkerchief.  1 
Then  proceeding  to  tho  barn,  they  set  it  on  fire,  and  thus  : 
destroyed  the  fruits  of  a year's  patient  industry.  They  1 
returned  to  the  house,  gathered  up  some  clothing  and  | 
household  utensils,  and  were  about  to  depart,  leaving  the  j 
women  surrounded  by  the  smoke  of  the  burning  buildings,  j 
when  Mrs.  Lull  inquired  if  she  must  go  with  them  ; they  I 
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answered,  “ No;  go  long  to  your  father’s  home,  where  you 
said  you  were  going.”  She  questioned  them  closely  as  to 
what  they  intended  to  do  with  the  prisoners,  and  learned  r 
that  nothing  serious  need  be  apprehended.  This  intelli- 
gence, though  communicated  in  the  unfeeling  manner  of  an 
Indian,  somewhat  relieved  her  aching  heart.  The  whole 
company  of  women  and  children  then  set  out  and  arrived 
in  safety  at  her  father's  house,  where  they  found  the  people 
ignorant  of  what  had  happened. 

Restless  and  discontented  while  separated  from  her  hus- 
baud,  and  fearing  a repetition  of  the  same  alarming  scenes 
through  which  she  had  just  passed,  she  desired  to  go  to 
Cherry  Valley,  from  which  place  the  communication  with 
Albany  was  more  direct,  and  where  friends  of  a more 
thickly -settled  region  offered  greater  protection.  Filled 
with  the  resolve  of  proceeding  thither,  she  returned  to  her 
own  house  in  search  of  a horse  which  they  had  pasturing 
in  the  field.  The  search  was  in  vain.  The  Indians  had 
returned,  killed  a hog,  and  taken  the  horse  to  carry  off  the 
pork.  Almost  despairing  of  being  able  to  accomplish  her 
object,  she  was  cheered  by  the  return  of  her  brother  from 
Albany  with  three  horses,  one  of  which  she  obtained,  and, 
with  her  sister,  set  out  for  Cherry  Valley,  thirty  miles  dis- 
tant, the  path  leading  through  an  unbroken  forest,  marked 
trees  being  their  only  guide.  They  rode  alternately,  car- 
rying three  children, — one  two  years,  one  sixteen  months, 
and  one  six  months  old, — two  of  whom  were  the  children 
of  a deceased  sister. 

After  enduring  many  hardships  they  at  length  reached 
their  place  of  destination.  But  here  another  difficulty 
arose:  they  were  without  provisions.  On  applying  to  the 
colonel  commanding  they  received  an  order  on  the  com- 
missary, with  which  they  got  half  rations  for  three  weeks, 
when  Joseph  Lull  returned,  having  been  found  innocent  of 
the  charge  alleged  and  was  released.  Hearing  that  the 
Indians  designed  an  attack  upon  the  place,  he  immediately 
obtained  a horse,  and,  with  his  family,  started  for  Dutchess 
county,  which  then  seemed  to  be  a place  of  refuge.  They 
had  gone  four  miles  when  the  report  of  fire-arms  told  that 
the  attack  had  begun.*  Congratulating  themselves  upon 
their  timely  escape  from  this  scene  of  devastation  and 
bloodshed,  they  hastened  onward  and  reached  in  safety 
their  destination,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles.  There  the  family  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  during  which  time  three  more  were  added  to  their 
number. 

Now  peace  once  more  invited  them  to  their  long-deserted 
home.  Having  prepared  such  things  as  necessity  might 
demand,  they  commenced  their  long  wished  for  return. 
At  Middlcfield  they  were  detained  until  spring  by  the 
great  depth  of  snow.  From  thence,  leaving  their  sleighs, 
and  binding  their  children  fiat  upon  their  horses  lest  they 
might  be  torn  off  by  the  overhanging  branches  of  the  trees, 
they  traveled  on  foot,  sometimes  crossing  tho  rapid  streams 
on  a string-piece  which  chanced  to  be  spared  by  tho  flood, 
while  they  guided  the  horses  by  the  halter  as  they  swam 
with  their  loads.  Arriving  at  New  Lisbon,  they  restid 
upon  the  ground  until  morning,  and  then  with  difficulty 
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reached  that  home  from  which  they  had  been  five  years 
exile3. 

Joseph  Lull  died  in  March,  1840,  aged  eighty  years, 
leaving  eleven  children  and  ninety-nine  grandchildren. 
His  wife  died  in  June,  1851,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-nine  years.  They  reared  a numerous  family,  only 
three  of  whom  survive,  viz.,  Jacob  K.  Lull,  now  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-three  years,  resides  in  the  village  of 
Morris.  lie  has  been  an  active  man  in  his  town  and 
county,  and  besides  holding  the  office  of  supervisor  several 
terms  was  member  of  assembly  in  1838.  Cyrus  resides  in 
Jordan,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  Nathaniel  W.  in  Jeffer- 
son Co.,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Turner  Davis,  a granddaughter,  lives 
in  Morris  village.  Ezra  Lull,  a son  of  Caleb,  resides  in 
this  town,  aged  eighty  years. 

Jonathan  Moore,  wife,  and  four  sons  came  from  Salisbury, 
Conn.,  in  about  the  year  1732,  and  located  on  adjoining 
farms.  Two  sons  with  their  families  subsequently  moved 
to  the  west.  Alanson,  the  eldest,  married  Ascnath  Skinner, 
and  had  a family  of  four  children.  Two  sons  reside  in 
town.  Ansel  C.  Moore,  a banker  in  Morris  village,  mar- 
ried Esther  Freeman,  and  had  a family  of  four  daughters 
and  one  son  ; Mrs.  Mary  F.  A.  Pearsall  resides  with  her 
father;  Josephine  married  Everett  E.  Yates,  and  lives  in 
New  Jersey  ; Albert  G.  married  Elizabeth  Beardsley,  and 
died  Feb.  10,  1S7G;  Victorine  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  James 
E.  Cooke,  of  Morris ; Amelia  married  Rev.  Romaine  S. 
Mansfield,  and  resides  in  Spring  Valley,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Ansel 
C.  Moore  was  first  vice-president  and  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  Cooperstown,  subsequently 
merged  into  the  Second  National  bank  of  Cooperstown,  and 
was  also  supervisor  of  Butternuts  for  eight  years. 

A daughter  of  Jonathan  Moore,  named  Ruth,  married 
Nathan  Lull;  Charity  married  [Jri  Jackson;  Charlotte 
married  William  Lull ; and  Cynthia  married  Amos  Perrv. 

An  honored  pioneer  of  Morris  was  Benajah  Davis,  who 
settled  contemporaneously  with  Paschal  Franchot  in  “ Louis- 
ville,” now  the  village  of  Morris.  He  built  a tannery  on 
the  corner  of  the  street  opposite  the  Louisville  Hotel,  which 
he  continued  until  his  death.  Ilis  family  consisted  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz. : Elizabeth  married 
Samuel  C.  Gilbert,  and  resides  in  Gilbertsville ; John,  de- 
ceased, married  Sarah  Morris ; Jonah,  deceased,  married 
Tamar  Palmer,  who  lives  in  Morris  village;  and  James  W. 
lived  and  died  in  Kingston,  on  the  Hudson. 

Ichabod  B.  Palmer,  w ife,  and  family  moved  from  Con- 
necticut soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  settled  about  two  miles  above  the  village  on  the 
east  side  of  the  creek,  on  a farm  which  he  carried  on  as 
long  as  he  lived.  A sun,  Amos,  then  occupied  the  farm, 
which  remained  in  his  possession,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  18(12.  Ichabod  I>.  Palmer’s  family  consisted 
of  tune  children, — three  sons  and  six  daughters.  Ammi 
Palmer,  a son,  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  Other  children  are 
as  follows,  viz. : Amos  Palmer  married  Theresa  Lull,  and 
had  a family  of  eleven  children;  Mrs.  Tamar  Davis  is  the 
only  one  living  in  the  town  : Rev.  Noble  Palmer  is  the 
rector  ol  the  Episcopal  church  in  Havana,  X.  Y. ; Amos 
P.  Palmer  resides  in  Albany,  and  is  a banker;  Jacob  K.  is 


a resident  of  Warren,  Pa.,  and  carries  on  the  tannin" 
business ; Ichabod  B.  is  a farmer,  and  resides  near  Ithaca ; 
a daughter  married  Cornelius  Jones,  and  resides  with  a son, 
Win.  Jones,  a merchant,  in  Exeter;  one,  now  deceased, 
married  Dr.  Wm.  Yates,  and  the  old  homestead  is  now 
occupied  by  a son,  George  Yates ; one,  now  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Wolcott  Dunning,  and  lived  in  New  Lisbon  ; 
and  another  daughter,  also  deceased,  became  the  wife  of 
Richard  Pratt,  and  resided  in  Burlington. 

General  Jacob  Morris,  from  whom  the  town  derived  its 
name,  who  during  the  Revolution  was  on  the  staff  of  Major- 
General  Charles  Lee,  settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
near  the  site  of  the  “ Morris  Memorial  Chapel.”  He  was 
born  in  1755.  During  the  Revolution  he  was  in  the  battle 
of  Monmouth  and  other  engagements.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  engaged  in  business  in  New  York,  and  soon  after  re- 
moved to  his  new  home  in  what  was  then  considered  the 
western  wilderness.  The  following  highly  interesting  letter, 
giving  an  account  of  his  journey  from  New  York  to  the 
present  town  of  Morris,  was  written  by  him  to  John 
Rutherford,  of  New  York  : 

Butternut  Creek,  12  mii.es  from  the  Unadilla, 
Montgomery  Co.,  June  21,  1 7S 7. 

The  friendly  solicitude  you  discovered  for  the  success  of  mv  present 
undertaking;  merits  a letter  from  me  to  acquaint  you  of  my  operations 
since  I left  you,  how  I am  now  situated,  and  of  my  future  inten- 
tions, prospects,  expectations,  etc.  As  far  as  Albany  and  Schenec- 
tady I came  on  very  handsomely,  having  had  a fine  short  passage  to 
the  former  place.  I embarked  all  rny  movables,  and  dispatched  four 
wagons  for  Schenectady,  in  less  than  two  hours  after  my  arrival,  and 
proceeded  immediately  for  that  place,  where  I came  that  evening.  I 
was  not,  however,  quite  as  expeditious  in  gel  ting  my  stores  up  the 
Mohawk,  owing  to  the  laziness  of  the  bateau-men,  who  were  nearly 
four  days  getting  from  Schenectady  to  the  carry dug-place  for  Lake 
Otsego  (eighteen  miles).  Here  I was  at  some  additional  expiense,  on 
account  of  my  falling  in  with  the  commissioners  for  running  the 
boundary  line  between  us  and  Pennsylvania,  who  were  going  the 
same  route,  and  had  occasion  for  fifteen  or  twenty  wagons,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  extravagant  in  their  demands  for  team  hire.  It 
took  us  three  days,  by  reason  of  the  excessively  bad  roads  to  get 
over,  and  when  there  I was  at  much  loss  which  way  to  proceed. 
However,  as  I had  written  to  a man  last  winter  to  come  over  and 
look  at  this  part  of  the  country,  and  report  to  me  respecting  it.  I 
concluded  it  was  best  to  leave  all  my  things  in  store  at  Staats',  the 
north  end  of  the  lake,  and  embark  with  the  commissioners,  who  were 
going  down  the  Susquehanna  in  bateaux,  and  go  with  them  as  far 
as  the  residence  of  this  man,  about  twenty  miles  below  Otsego,  ou 
the  above-mentioned  river.  When  I came  there,  I found  the  man 
had  been  to  sec  my  trait  ot  land,  and  he  gave  me  a tolerable  account 
of  it,  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  I could  transport  my  stores  by- 
water  to  my  intended  spot  of  residence,  though  he  could  not  speak 
with  certainty,  having  never  viewed  this  creek.  This  was  enough 
for  me,  as  I knew  full  well  the  great  difficulty  of  land  transportation 
in  this  country  at  this  time.  I therefore  immediately  set  about  to 
procure  a bateau  and  hands.  The  former  I could  not  hire,  and 
therefore  applied  to  a man  who  had  a great  respect  for  rum,  to  bar- 
ter that  article  with  him  for  one  of  which  ho  was  possessed.  We 
soon  struck  the  bargain  lor  eight  gallons  of  rum,  which  I could  con- 
veniently spare,  having  more  along  with  me  than  I believe  I shall 
consume  before  winter.  Thus  I became  master  of  a bateau,  mv 
own  property,  obtained  two  good  hands,  and  sent  them  oil  for  a 
load,  with  orders  to  stay  at  (Jullig's,  ou  the  Susquehanna,  if  they 
should  return  before  me.  I then  set  out,  with  one  of  the  Culligs.  to 
look  at  the  place  myself,  it  being  about  twenty  miles  fiom  hi.-  lun;-e. 
as  the  path  now  runs  to  the  Butternuts,  across  the  Otcgo  crick.  L 
left  Monsieur  lie  Villers’  house  |a  frenchman,  w ho  is  making  a very 
respectable  settlement  at  the  Butternuts,  six  miles  from  w here  I shall 
build),  came  down  in  the  morning,  and  did  not  hesitate  long  to  de- 
termine on  this  spot  as  the  place  ut  my  future  residence.  My  sittia- 
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tion  is  at  tlie  north  end  of  my  father's  and  uncle  Richard's  patvht, 
near  the  confluence  of  tho  great  Mill  and  Ruttcrnut  creeks,  two  as 
handsome  runs  of  water  as  wero  ever  seen  in  tho  world.  Upon  the 
former  I am  preparing  to  build  a saw  mill  immediately,  within  ono 
hundred  yards  of  where  I shall  put  my  house,  which  will  be  that 
distance  from  tho  creek,  having  a fine  spring  Dear  and  a fine  tract  of 
land  in  front.  As  healthy  a country  as  any  in  the  world.  I lay  out 
in  tho  woods  ono  night,  and  returned  to  Do  Villers’  the  next  day; 
from  thenco  up  to  one  TunniclilFs,  near  Lake  Concdenaga,  which 
ride  satisfied  me  that  as  fine  a road  will  by-and-by  be  mado  to  the 
north  end  of  Lake  Otsego  that  way — about  forty  miles  from  henco 
— as  was  ever  made  tho  same  distance  in  any  back  country.  From 
thenco  I returned  to  Cullig’s  tho  next  day,  and  found  my  bateau- 
load of  things.  Tho  heavy  rains  had  swollen  the  river'so  much  that 
it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  go  down  directly.  This  induced  mo 
to  go  up  to  St  ant  s’,  as  the  stupidity  of  tho  bateau-man  induced  him 
to  leave  behind  several  things  I particularly  requested  him  to  bring, 
among  which  were  some  that  were  indispensably  necessary  for  mo 
to  havo  directly.  On  my  return,  we  judged  the  water  had  fallen  suf- 
ficiently for  us  to  proceed.  This  being  an  enterprise  of  some  diffi- 
culty and  danger,  and  tho  cargo  of  too  much  consequence  to  me  to 
hazard  out  of  my  view  any  longer,  I thought  proper  to  go  on  this 
expedition  in  person.  We  accordingly  embarked  on  Thursday,  the 
14th  inst.,  at  Cullig's,  reaching  that  evening  the  mouth  of  the  L'na- 
dilla  (thirty-five  miles).  The  next  day  we  proceeded  up  the  Una- 
dilla  about  eight  miles,  and  came  up  the  Butternut  creek  about  two 
miles  that  evening,  being  the  Jiret  white  man  that  ever  attempted  i s 
navigation.  After  meeting  with  several  obstructions  from  fallen 
trees  and  logs,  which  are  ever  to  be  found  in  small  rivers  which 
have  never  been  cleared,  and  often  in  those  constantly  used,  wo 
arrived  in  front  of  my  building  spot  with  a full-loaded  bateau  on 
Sunday,  the  17th  inst.,  being  about  twelve  miles  up  the  Butternut 
creek,  from  where  it  falls  into  the  Unadilla  river.  I do  solemnly 
declare  it  is  the  handsomest  navigable  creek  I ever  lay  my  eyes  upon. 
I am  now  in  my  tent,  having  been  obliged  to  clear  a spot  to  pitch  it, 
as  there  were  never  before  ten  trees  cut  down  by  the  hand  of  man 
within  four  miles  of  me.  I have  as  yet  had  only  two  hands  chopping 
forme  since  Sunday;  indeed,  one  of  them  I was  obliged  to  send  yes- 
terday to  Otsego  for  Hour,  and  the  other  is  employed  cutting  down  trees 
for  a small  hut  I mean  to  erect  and  cover  with  bark  for  the  accom- 
modation of  my  work-pieople.  I find  it  will  cost  me  a very  small 
trifle  more  to  build  a frame  house  than  a log  one.  The  latter  will 
Only  last  a few  years,  and  is  eternally  out  of  order,  sinking  upon 
the  door  and  window  frames,  and  is  always  a dirty  house.  I shall 
therefore  this  year  build  a frame  one, — 24  by  lb  feet, — that  will  by- 
and-by  do  to  convert  to  tho  use  of  a kitchen,  and  next  year,  with 
my  saw-mill,  will  build  an  addition.  I wish  you  would  come  and 
see  me.  You  would  probably  find  me  either  chopping  or  cooking  or 
doing  work  of  that  kind  (there  is  no  female  within  six  miles  of  me). 
Upon  reading  what  goes  before,  I find  I have  been  a most  unpardon- 
able egotist.  A brother  will,  I hope,  excuse  it. 

General  Morris  married  for  his  first  wife  a Miss  Cox,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  for  his  second  wife  a Miss  Pringle,  of 
Richfield.  llis  family  was  as  follows,  viz. : Lewis  Lee, 
born  in  1778,  and  came  to  Butternuts  wheu  about  sixteen 
years  of  age.  lie  married  for  his  first  wife  a Miss  Gilbert, 
and  for  his  second  wife  a Miss  Winter.  Seven  children 
are  living,  viz.,  Lewis,  in  Binghamton  ; William,  in  New 
York;  John,  in  Friendville,  Pa.;  Charles  Lee,  in  Aus- 
tralia; Mrs.  John  A.  Collier,  in  Rochester;  Mrs.  John  A. 
Davis,  in  New  York,  and  James  R..  who  resides  on  his 
father’s  homestead. 

John  Cox,  the  second  son,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1781  ; was  educated  at  Dartmouth  college,  subsequently 
studied  law,  and  practiced  in  New  York.  He  afterwards 
removed  to  this  town,  where  he  continued  his  practice  and 
was  judge  of  the  county.  Richard,  the  third  son,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  in  1782.  and  came  hero  with  his  parents. 
He  married  a Miss  Upton,  and  settled  at i;  Upton  Park.” 

Mary  Ann,  horn  in  178-1,  married  Isaac  Cooper,  of 


Cooperstown.  George  died  in  infancy.  Sarah  Sabina, 
born  in  1788,  married  for  her  first  husband  Peter  Kean, 
and  for  her  second  husband  Looe  Baker.  She  is  still  living 
in  New  York  with  a daughter,  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish. 

Jacob  Walton  was  born  in  Butternuts,  in  171)2.  A 
son,  Charles  Morris,  occupies  the  old  homestead. 

Catherine  Cox,  born  in  Butternuts,  in  1791,  and  mar- 
ried John  II.  Prentiss,  of  Cooperstown.  William  Augustus, 
born  in  179G,  was  accidentally  killed  in  about  1818.  James 
Elliott  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  Valentine,  born  in  1S02,  entered  the  navy  as  a 
midshipman  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  has  since 
remained  in  the  service.  He  was  in  command  of  tho 
Washington  navy-yard  during  the  late  Rebellion,  and  is 
now  on  the  retired  list,  and  resides  at  Saeket’s  Harbor, 
N.  Y.  William  Pringle,  born  in  1S32,  is  a practicing 
attorney  in  Madison,  Wis.  General  Jacob  Morris  died 
Jan.  10,  1841,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 

The  Morris  patent  embraced  30,000  acres,  and  wa3 
granted  to  Lewis  and  Richard  Morris  to  indemnify  them 
for  the  loss  of  their  property  on  the  Hudson,  which  was 
destroyed  by  the  British  during  the  Revolution.  Lewis 
was  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  first  store  was  kept  by  Louis  and  Paschal  Franchot, 
and  the  first  inn  by  Sturgis  Bradley,  at  Morris  village. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  by  Louis  de  Villers,  at 
Elm  Grove. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Benjamin 
Lull,  Jr.,  and  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Knapp. 

An  honored  pioneer  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Morris 
was  Stephen  Walker,  who  moved  from  Johnstown,  Saratoga 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  in  1 SI  1 . He  was  some  fifteen  days 
on  his  journey,  and  first  lived  in  a house  on  the  premises 
of  Judge  Van  Rensselaer,  and  after  a few  years  bought  and 
built  a house  of  Lis  own,  where  he  lived  till  old  age.  llis 
wife,  Lydia  Gardner,  of  Nantucket,  was  a birth-right  Qua- 
ker, and  he  always  attended  the  “ Friends’  meeting”  in  the 
meeting-house  still  standing  at  Morris,  and  most  of  his  life 
was  favored  with  the  preaching  of  Joseph  Bowne,  of  fra- 
grant memory.  He  was  a native  of  Providence,  R.  I.  He 
was  a good  citizen,  an  honest,  true  man,  and  a kind  and 
loving  father  of  a family.  He  died  in  1S15,  aged  eighty 
years. 

lie  had  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  mar- 
ried and  have  children  of  their  own.  William  died  in 
Wisconsin,  in  1873,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Stephen  died 
at  Buffalo,  in  18G1,  aged  seventy-two.  Polly  (Mrs.  George 
Andrews),  still  living  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  mother  of  Edward 
Andrews,  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  of  lion.  Charles  Andrews,  of  Syra- 
cuse. judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  New  York.  Samuel 
G.,  who  died  at  Buffalo,  in  1857,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 
Phebe  A.  (Mrs.  S.  S.  Munson),  now  of  Fowlervilk.  Mich- 
igan. Sarah  (Mrs.  E.  Walter),  who  died  at  Litchfield, 
Mich.,  in  1SG7,  aged  sixty-tlnoc  years,  the  mother  of  Prof. 
E.  S.  Walter,  of  .Michigan  universitv.  Ferdinand,  now  of 
i Brooklyn,  N.  ).  Caroline  (Mrs.  Isaac  Caskey  . now  oi 
| Detroit,  Mich.  Matilda  (Mrs.  Sylvester  Granger,  now  nt 
Detroit.  Benjamin  G.,  who  died  at  Tecumseh.  Mi  h..  in 
I 1851,  aged  thirty -eight  years.  Charles  I.,  now  of  Detroit, 
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Mich.,  a distinguished  lawyer,  judge,  and  fifteen  years  pro-  i 
fessor  of  law  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  Susannah 
(Mrs.  A.  C.  McGraw),  who  died  at  Detroit,  in  1842,  aged 
twenty-four  years,  leaving  two  sons,  E.  M.  McGraw,  a law- 
yer of  San  Francisco,  and  Dr.  T.  A.  McGraw,  an  eminent 
surgeon  and  professor  in  medical  college  at  Detroit.  Edward 
C.,  also  a lawyer  of  Detroit,  and  for  fifteen  years  regent  of 
Michigan  university. 

The  following  interesting  reminiscences  of  Morris  were 
written  by  A.  S.  Avery,  Esq.,  in  1874  : 

“ When  I was  a boy.”  IIow  often  do  wc  hear  this  remark, 
and  how  it  calls  up  in  our  minds  the  scenes  and  incidents  of 
by -gone  days!  How  it  strikes  on  the  ears  of  the  young  to 
tell  what  happened,  and  how  places  looked  when  we  were 
young  ! Fast  history  lived  over  again.  We  will  start  from 
the  old  cherry-tree  at  the  cast  end  of  Main  street  and  walk 
over  the  village  of  Morris,  and  tell  how  it  used  to  look  fifty 
years  ago.  There  were  two  cherry-trees  here  then  in  which 
“ we  boys”  have  often  climbed  and  more  often  stoned.  From 
the  top  of  this  high  bluff  on  the  north  “ Old  Sayles”  and  Eli 
Cole  used  to  make  a large  sled,  pile  on  fifteen  or  twenty  cords 
of  wood,  and  slide  it  down  the  hill  into  and  across  the  road. 
Near  by  on  the  right  baud  is  the  new  residence  of  Colonel 
Y.  P.  Van  Rensselaer.  The  trees  in  the  door-yard  have 
just  been  set  out  and  are  growing  finely.  The  residence  is 
one  of  the  finest  west  of  Albany.  The  window-glass  is  the 
largest,  for  but  few  persons  had  seen  in  that  day  anything 
but  7 by  9 glass  in  a dwelling-house. 

Going  down  the  road  we  first  come  to  the  mill-road. 
This  road  ran  down  the  hill  through  the  woods  od  the  east 
side  of  that  oak-tree,  and  the  factory-store  and  shed  stand 
right  in  the  old  highway.  The  next  building  on  Main 
street  is  Joshua  Weaver’s  harness-shop.  The  next  near  by 
is  his  dwelling-house,  now  owned  by  Peleg  Weeden.  The 
next  house  was  a little  one-story  building,  end  to  the  road, 
occupied  by  one  Mills,  and  afterwards  by  Edward  Wing, 
who  built  the  second-story  part  of  the  present  house  in 
1880,  now  occupied  by  S.  G.  Weeden.  The  next  was  a 
small  two-story  house,  built  by  one  Bentley,  and  owned  by 
Allen  Holcomb,  in  the  rear  of  which  he  manufactured 
Windsor  chairs.  Across  the  road  in  front  of  these  houses 
was  a clearing  full  of  stumps  and  log  heaps.  The  next  was 
a long  one  and  a half  story  house,  with  two  front  doors, 
owned  by  Ashael  Avery,  one  end  of  it  being  used  as  a cab- 
inet-shop. Across  the  road  opposite  was  a one-story  brick 
house,  built  by  General  Jacob  Morris  for  his  son,  John  C., 
for  a law-office;  but  John  not  taking  a fancy  to  living 
there  it  was  used  as  a dwelling-house,  and  at  this  time 
occupied  by  Ebenezcr  Dewey. 

'Jfhc  next  house  was  owned  by  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer 
and  rented  to  Elijah  Hitchcock  ; afterwards  occupied  by 
Rev.  Russell  Wheeler,  John  Roberts,  Sami.  Somers,  and 
others;  finally  sold  to  Rich.  Garratt,  and  now  owned  by  Mrs. 
Mathews.  Across  the  road,  in  ISIS,  was  built  the  Epis- 
copal church,  with  a half-circle  fence  in  front.  The  church 
cost  85500.  The  next  house  was  owned  by  Elakim  Howe, 
a tailor  by  trade.  It  was  a small  one-story  house.  The 
site  of  J.  lx.  Lull’s  house  was  a hog-yard.  The  next  house 
was  owned  by  C.  June,  a shoemaker.  This  house  was  al- 
tered over  recently.  Across  the  road,  on  the  site  of  the 


Otsego  House,  was  Davis’  barn.  At  the  foot  of  the  -t.  . 
hill  in  front  of  Esquire  Harrison’s  house  was  a goes  • [»..,  t 
The  present  site  of  J.  M.  Lull’s  house  was  an  orchard,  at  ; 
near  where  the  store  is  stood  the  tavern  barn. 

The  old  red  tavern  built  by  Bradley,  situated  about  wf  - • 
the  kitchen  of  the  Louisville  Hotel  is,  was  a long  two-st  ,rv 
building,  with  a double  piazza  in  front,  and  a one-story 
room  on  the  east  end.  In  front  of  it,  on  a green  1 . , r-_- . - 
enough  to  put  up  a circus-tent,  stood  the  sign  between  tw., 
posts,  reading  “ Z.  Roberts’  Inn."  Across  the  road,  on  t! 
east  of  the- four  corners,  stood  a one  and  a half  story  r-  d 
store,  facing  the  west,  built  by  Pratt  and  owned  by  Luth.  r 
Skidmore.  This  store  is  now  R.  Cooley’s  house,  and  ti 
present  building  was  built  by  C.  Moore  in  1832. 

Crossing  the  turnpike  running  from  New  Berlin  to 
Huntsville,  on  the  west  corner,  was  the  two-story  residence 
of  Esquire  Davis.  Just  beyond  the  house  was  the  one- 
story  red  shop  and  post-office,  and  in  the  rear  is  the  tannerr. 
The  bark-mill  and  fulling-mill  were  run  by  the  water  from 
the  brook.  The  next  building  across  the  brook  was  Dr. 
Wing’s  office,  moved  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  village. 

We  next  come  to  the  turnpike  which  led  into  the  settle- 
ment known  as  “ Hay li."  On  this  corner  stood  a one-story 
house,  owned  by  Luther  Skidmore.  Farther  on  stood  the 
new  red  school-house,  built  by  Mr.  Jackson,  and  near  the 
tenant-house  of  H.  B.  Washbon  was  an  old  house  occupied 
by  Jos.  Pearsall,  who  always  dressed  iu  the  Continental 
costume. 

On  the  road  to  South  Berlin,  near  the  present  site  of 
Matteson’s  tannery,  was  an  old  building  called  the  filc- 
i factory,  used  afterwards  for  boring  gun- barrels,  aud  lastly 
used  as  a dwelling-house. 

Let  us  retrace  our  steps  and  start  again  from  the  four 
corners.  On  the  southeast  corner  was  a small  red  store. 

built  by  Dr.  Hadley  and Goble,  occupied  by  Edward 

C.  Williams.  Next  west  of  it  was  a two-story  tavern, 
built  and  occupied  by  Jeremiah  Crittenden.  There  was  a 
picket  fence  in  front,  and  farther  out  in  the  road  three 
trees.  Where  now  is  the  Perry  block  were  the  tavern  sheds. 
It  was  here  that  the  first  elephant  in  the  country  (Old  Bet  > 
was  exhibited.  A road  ran  down  by  the  side  of  the  brook 
to  the  other  street,  and  on  this  was  Franchot  and  A an 
Rensselaer’s  distillery.  The  brick  house  of  Dr.  Wing  was 
commenced  in  1824.  The  bricks  were  burned  about  five 
miles  up  the  creek  by  White  & Dayton.  An  old  one-story 
house  stood  in  what  is  now  the  garden  occupied  by  C 
Jackson.  The  next  and  last  building  on  the  main  street 
was  a two-story  house  on  the  present  site  of  Lyman  Brooks 
residence,  owned  by  Dr.  Bard,  and  where  now  is  Murdock  s 
barn  was  Eli  Walter’s  wagon-shop,  and  across  the  road 
opposite  was  the  old  school-house  in  Lull’s  woods. 

It  is  said  that  these  woods  were  underbrushed  to  furni-h 
whips  for  the  schoolmaster.  To  say  he  wore  up  one  bee  h 
“gad”  a day  would  be  a moderate  estimate.  Wa’t'T' 
house  stood  where  Murdock  s now  stands.  The  lion-  in 
which  W.  E.  Bunn  lives  was  built  by  Dr.  Hadlev,  and  at 
that  time  was  owned  by  Stephen  Walker,  and  his  carpenter- 
I shop  was  situated  about  in  the  door-yard  of  L.  -1.  Dav:-. 

It  was  sided  up  with  shingles.  Lyman  Cruttcmhn  bad  a 
! blacksmith-shop  where  L.  -I.  Davis'  is,  and  iu  R.  Cooley  - 
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t,  • , ar  the  brook  was  an  ashery.  Opposite  the  n.shery 
' t g lj0^htory  house  occupied  by  Frank  Harris,  a baskct- 
L f *2*j,e  wagon-shop  on  tlic  corner  was  owned  by  John 
When;  C.  II.  Turner’s  house  is  was  Lysander 
„ ,■  jun-shop.  Ou  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  was 
, . j.l  one-story  house  occupied  by  Allen  Jackson.  He 
Idled  July  4,  1S14. 

Ja  those  days  there  were  no  platform  scales,  and  many 
were  sold  at  gross  weight,  2240  pounds  for  a ton. 

\ ••  o>> ' was  a weight  with  a hole  drilled  in  it;  in  this 
• k jut  a charge  of  powder,  then  a crease  was  cut  in  a 
which  was  driven  in,  primed  and  tired.  The  next 
l u*.  , I.  M ansfield  s)  was  owned  by  Lyman  Cruttcnden. 
IV  next  (11.  31.  Ferry’s)  by  E.  C.  Williams;  the  second 
rv  was  a Masonic  hall. 

The  next  ( Dr.  Fox's)  was  the  residence  of  John  Bard, 
t.nd  the  next  was  Franchot’s  old  store,  moved  from  the  cor- 
ner below,  and  occupied  by  Benj.  Lull,  batter,  afterwards 
bv  T.  8.  Bergen,  and  later  by  Obadiah  Seeley.  Near  the 
♦lie  of  A.  C.  Moore’s  house  was  a small  one-story  white 
|,..u*e.  owned  by  Mrs.  Louis  Franchot. 

The  rear  of  the  Franchot  house,  by  the  creek  bridge, 

« as  built  by  Judge  Franchot  in  1S10.  In  what  is  now 
the  factory  pond,  near  the  old  Cotton  house,  was  the  mil- 
ler’s bouse.  The  mill  has  been  raised,  but  stands  on  the 
old  site.  Coming  hack  to  the  corners  again  on  the  road  to 
N.  Berlin,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  opposite  Jas.  Little’s  res- 
idence, was  a blacksmith-shop,  and  on  the  left  hand,  at  the 
t> >p  of  the  hill,  was  the  residence  of  Newell  Marsh.  A 
little  farther  on,  about  opposite  the  road  that  goes  down  to 
the  sled-factory,  was  a red  bouse,  which  was  moved  about 
1 •OK)  nearly  opposite  Stephen  Walker’s  residence,  and  oc- 
cupied by  Norman  Newell,  afterwards  by  Rufus  Sanderson, 
and  now  by  Moses  Luther. 

The  above  described  houses,  29  in  all,  were  on  the  cor- 
poration in  1824.  It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  say  that 
thirty  years  before  there  was  not  a framed  house  in  the  town, 
and  there  is  one  person  now  living  in  town — Mrs.  Benj. 
Draper,  aged  ninety-four  (died  in  1875) — who  well  remem- 
bers that  time. 

A census  in  1824  would  show  about  1G0  inhabitants. 

1 here  are  but  two  houses  on  the  corporation  to-day  that 
have  not  been  built  or  altered  over,  viz. : R.  II.  Van  Rensse- 
la>  rs  and  Dr.  Wing’s.  W e add  the  following  as  a chro-  | 
nology;  Avery’s  cabinet-shop  was  built  in  1828;  S.  W. 
Murdock’s  store  (A.  C.  Moore’s),  1S27  ; the  old  red  school- 
houso,  in  1825;  Bergen’s  hat-shop  (Bunn's),  in  1830; 
.Mattcson's  tannery,  1831,  burned  in  1847 ; Avery's  house, 
»s32;  F.  Rotch’s  house,  1833-34;  stone  hotel  and  store, 
1^33;  Hargrave  factory,  1833,  burned  1850;  J.  P.  Iveu- 
vuis  store,  1S32  ; II.  R.  Washbou’s  house,  1839;  Ot- 
N House,  1840;  Ferry’s  block,  1841;  Masonic  hall 
("Id  Baptist  church),  Methodist  and  Universal  churches, 

11  ; engine-house,  1835,  opposite  AN  eedeu's,  moved  to  its 
present  location  in  1853;  J.  F.  Kenyon's  shop,  1842;  II. 

L.  AN  aslibou’s  office  (N.  Stevenson's  shop;),  1852  ; Episco- 
pal rectory,  1841;  Wccdcn’s  shop,  18 17  ; J.  I\.  Lull’s 
h”U>tf,  1842,  and  shop,  1845;  Davis  house,  for  a hotel, 
l8.>7;  David  Beckman's  house  and  store,  1805;  Lawrence  s 
■'•tore,  1 >58,  house,  1858;  school-house  built  in  1800;  C. 


L.  Tucker’s  house,  1868;  J.  P.  Kenyon’s  house,  1807; 
Baptist  church,  1809  ; A.  L.  Sanderson’s  house,  and  Dr. 
Still’s  house,  1833;  Garratt’s  house,  1811;  J.  Little's 
house,  1852;  S.  Barrett’s  house  (first  balloon  frame  in 
town),  1849;  Jaycox’s  house  (Mordecai  Wing’s),  in  1838; 
J.  E.  Cooke’s  house  (Bates’),  1S38.  On  the  corner  oppo- 
site Bard’s  (Lee’s)  wagon-shop  Church  & Steen  built  a 
stone  blacksmith-shop  in  1838,  which  was  afterwards  en- 
larged for  an  iron-foundry  and  machine-shop  by  J.  II. 
Bump  ; and  finally  it  was  torn  down  or  moved  away,  and  is 
now  a vacant  corner,  just  as  it  was  fifty  years  ago. 

The  sled-factory  up  the  Davis  brook  was  originally  a 
dwelling  nearly  opposite  Bourne's  gate,  Elm  Grove,  and 
was  moved  there  and  used  by  Allen  Holcomb  as  a manu- 
factory of  tobacco-boxes  and  inkstands.  It  was  enlarged 
and  used  as  a cabinet-shop.  The  village  was  incorporated 
in  1870.  J.  E.  Cooke  was  first  president;  J.  A.  Ward, 
second;  A.  S.  Avery,  third;  and  Peleg  Wooden,  fourth. 

The  Episcopal  church  bell  was  recast  in  1828,  and  weighs 
about  S00  pounds. 

The  town-clock  was  purchased  by  subscription  in  1849. 
Before  we  had  a clock  a man  was  paid  by  subscription  about 
§25  a year  to  ring  the  bell  at  sunrise,  twelve  m.,  and  nine 
P.M..  The  number  of  houses  on  the  corporation  is  175.  and 
the  population  about  750.  The  new  cemetery  was  laid  out 
in  1802  ; the  first  burial  there  was  Airs.  Leonard. 

We  will  now  speak  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
people. 

It  was  a common  thing  for  a shoemaker  (cobbler)  to 
“ whip  the  cat,” — go  into  a farmer’s  house,  put  his  kit  in  one 
corner  of  the  room,  and  with  one  last,  made,  perhaps,  from 
a stick  off  the  wood-pile,  make  the  shoes  for  the  whole  fam- 
ily,— the  largest  first,  then  cutting  down  the  last  to  the  next 
smaller  size,  the  farmer  furnishing  the  leather.  Rights  and 
lefts  shoes  were  unknown.  The  shoe-pegs  were  all  made 
by  hand.  Pegged  shoes  were  looked  upon  with  distrust. 

Everyday  hats  were  made  of  wool,  and  a fur  hat,  if  one 
was  able  to  own  it,  was  worn  Sundays  and  to  trainings.  It 
was  a great  discovery  when  “ waterproof  hats”  were  made. 
Silk  or  cotton  plush  was  unknown.  All  cloth,  wool  or  linen, 
was  “ spun  or  wove”  by  hand,  and  spinning-wheels  and 
looms  were  as  common  then  as  sewing-machines  and  pianos 
now  are.  Every  house  had  oue  or  more  fireplaces  (a  cook- 
ing-stove was  unknown),  and  by  the  side  of  the  fireplace 
was  a large  brick  oven  (sometimes  the  ovens  would  be  built 
near  the  house,  out  of  doors).  The  large  loaves  of  “ rye 
and  Indian”  bread  were  staple  articles,  and  hard  to  beat. 
When  folks  got  out  of  pearlush,  they  used  the  ashes  of  corn- 
cobs as  a good  substitute. 

In  the  square-room  of  <!  well-to-do”  people  were  brass- 
ornamented  andirons  in  the  fireplace.  In  the  summer  time 
this  fireplace  would  be  tilled  with  “ sparrow-grass”  ( aspara- 
gus), but  after  wall-paper  became  cheap,  fire-boards,  with 
a landscape  on  them,  filled  up  the  space.  It  was  a '_nv.it 
invention  when  the  tin  baker  was  made;  quite  an  improve- 
ment on  the  old  bake-kettle,  or  the  board  on  which  tbe 
Johnny-cake  was  baked  before  the  fire.  At  night  it  was 
necessary  to  bury  up  the  fire, — that  is,  cover  the  coals  and 
brands  with  ashes, — so  the  fire  would  " keep”  (not  out) 
till  morning.  There  were  no  matches  in  those  days,  and 
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frequently  people  would  lose  the  fire  and  have  to  go  a half- 
mile  to  borrow  a brand  or  eoal  to  start  a fire  ut  home. 
Some  had  tinder-box  and  flint,  or  steel,  and  would  strike  a 
fire  in  that  way.  If  a man  had  a gun  (flint-lock),  he  could 
put  powder  and  tow  in  the  pan,  and  start  a fire  by  that 
means. 

One  stage-coach  ran  from  Cooperstown  to  Oxford  three 
times  a week.  It  was  a four-horse  yellow  coach,  and 
looked,  in  children’s  eyes,  as  large  as  a circus  docs  nowa- 
days. The  postmaster  could  have  carried  any  one  mail  for 
Louisville  (Butternuts)  in  his  hat.  The  postage  on  a letter 
was  as  follows:  to  Garrattsville  G cents,  to  Cooperstown  10 
cents,  to  Albany  121  cents,  to  New  York  18J  cents,  and  to 
Philadelphia  25  cents.  There  were  no  envelopes;  the  sheet 
of  paper  was  folded  up  so  as  to  tuck  one  edge  into  another, 
and  sealed  with  a wafer  or  sealing-wax. 

Hugh  Edwards  and  Jim  Willoughby  had  the  honor  of 
being  drivers.  It  was  the  law  then  to  blow  a horn  when 
they  came  to  within  80  rods  of  the  post-office. 

It  was  a grand  sight  to  see  the  stage  coming  at  a ten- 
miles-an  hour  gait  (no  brake  on  the  coach).  Sometimes 
the  driver  would  cut  a figure  8,  then  swing  his  long  whip 
aud  tick  the  leader’s  ear,  and  when  he  left  the  village  some- 
times the  horses  were  on  a run  till  out  of  sight. 

In  those  days  barter  was  the  rule  and  cash  the  exception. 
Farmers  bought  all  their  store  goods  and  paid  in  grain, 
lumber,  etc.  A good  farmer  received  §8  to  811  a month, 
and  mechanics  from  812  to  816  a month.  During  haying 
and  harvesting,  50  cents  was  the  price  per  day.  Hemlock 
lumber  was  worth  83.50  per  thousand,  and  good  pine 
shingles  from  75  cents  to  81  per  bunch.  Good  firewood 
81  a cord  in  trade;  good  three-year  old  steers,  from  811  to 
$14;  butter,  8 to  12  cents  per  pound;  whisky,  25  cents 
per  gallon.  The  first  fair  and  cattle-show  in  the  county 
was  held  in  Butternuts  in  1S35. 

The  writing-paper  used  in  school  was  coarse  and  hand- 
made ; each  scholar  had  a piece  of  lead  flattened  out  to  rule 
it  with.  The  pens  were  goose-quills,  and  made  by  the 
master.  The  school-books  in  use  were  Dabol's  Arithmetic, 
Murray’s  Grammar,  English  Reader,  Webster’s  Spelling- 
book,  Woodbridge’s  Geography,  etc.  Blackboards,  maps, 
and  mental  arithmetic  were  unthought  of.  The  sheet- 
anchors  of  the  system  of  medical  practice  were  calomel 
and  the  lancet.  When  the  doctor  was  called  he  would 
examine  the  patient,  then  take  a lancet  out  of  his  vest- 
pocket,  ask  the  woman  for  one  of  her  garters,  and  proceed 
to  cord  the  arm  and  tap  a vein,  then  give  a dose  of  calomel, 
and — call  again. 

In  regard  to  the  valuation  of  property,  the  town  assess-  | 
ment-roll  of  1S24  shows  Dan  Smith,  Ichabod  Davis,  and 
David  Shaw,  Jr.,  assessors.  The  total  taxable  property  of 
the  town  of  Butternuts  (now  Morris  and  Butternuts)  was 
8387,505.  The  rate  was  37  cents  on  §100,  and  the 
amount  raised  was  81073.70.  We  give  a list  of  a few  lots 
and  farms:  V.  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  195  acres.  83000  ; Ste-  j 
phen  Walker  (W.  E.  Bunn),  4 acres,  8450;  Joshua  Wea- 
ver (Wooden),  39  acres,  §050  ; A.  Holcomb,  4 acre,  8250  ; 

A.  Avery,  4 acre,  8275;  B.  W.  A C.  Factory,  59  acres, 
80000,  personal  814,000;  Davis,  179  acres,  $3200  • p 
Frauchot, 458  acres,  85000,  personal  84000  ; General  Jacob 


Morris,  902  acres,  88976,  personal  81000  ; John  C.  M ,rr;. . 
55 i acres,  $1000,  personal  83000;  Geo.  Shepherd  ( B-nvu. 
145  acres,  83400,  personal  83000  ; Dr.  Win.  Yates,  In, 
acres,  80000  ; Richard  Cole,  95  acres,  8450  ; Dan  Su.it  1. 
290  acres,  83300,  personal  81200 ; Nathan  Lull  (F.  Rotch 
150  acres,  81800;  Luther  Skidmore,  182  acres,  817n 
By  comparing  this  old  list  with  the  abstract  of  187.3.  w 
find  in  the  latter  that  the  total  valuation  of  the  taxal 
property  of  Morris  to  be  §419,385.  In  1823  the  pnpula- 
tion  of  this  large  town  was  1008  ; to-day  the  population  . t 
this  same  territory  is  almost  4500-.  Go  into  any  State  or 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  kingdom  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  you  will  find  somebody  who  used  t., 
live  in  (Otsego  County.  The  town  has  furnished  some  <1\- 
tinguished  men,  as  well  as  some  notorious  persona.--, 
either  to  the  “manor  born’’  or  by  long  residence  then-in. 
Francis  Rotch  was  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  State,  as 
an  agriculturist  and  breeder  of  cattle  and  sheep.  At  one 
time  he  was  president  of  the  New  York  State  agricultural 
society,  and  foremost  in  inaugurating  town  fairs,  when  fairs 
meant  something  besides  horse-racing.  He  became  a re.-i- 
dent  in  1830,  and  being  a man  of  wealth,  his  means  w.-re 
freely  given  for  all  public  purposes,  and  his  charities,  which 
were  numerous  and  bountiful,  are  best  known  by  his  re- 
cipients. The  poor  of  Morris  miss  him  as  much  as  any 
class  of  people.  He  died  in  1874,  aged  eighty-six  years. 
Jacob  K.  Lull  is  the  oldest  man  living  in  town,  who  was 
born  here,  aged  eighty  years  [still  living  at  this  date,  1>77. 
aged  eighty-three  years].  He  was  a successful  business 
man,  a tanner  and  currier.  He  acquired  a competency  by 
his  industry,  and  raised  a large  family.  In  1S38  was 
elected  member  of  assembly,  which  position  he  filled  with 
honor  and  credit. 

Pascal  Franchot  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town, 
coming  here  in  1789,  via  Cooperstown  and  Burlington  turn- 
pike, when  the  road  was  followed  by  marked  trees.  lie 
was  supervisor  of  the  town  in  1S00,  and  at  different  times 
afterwards.  He  was  county  clerk  and  judge  of  the  county 
(what  is  now  justice  of  sessions).  Thos.  A.  Filer  was  the 
first  man  to  establish  a select  school  approaching  an  acad- 
emy in  the  course  of  study.  John  C.  Morris  was  once 
judge  of  the  county.  Nelson  Dewey,  Esq.,  sou  of  Ebenczer 
Deweyg  Esq.,  was  twice  elected  governor  of  Wisconsin. 

Jesse  C.  Smith,  Esq.,  son  of  Dan  Smith,  was  a man  <4 
influence,  and  for  many  years  a public  officer  in  Brooklyn. 
The  legislature  has  had  Hon.  St.  Paul  Seely,  Hon.  C-  A. 
Church  (two  terms).  The  State  senate  has  had  Colon  i 
A.  M.  Smith  and  Colonel  F.  M.  Rotch.  Colonel  lt"t‘-h. 
son  of  Francis  Rotch,  was  one  of  the  best  artists  in  the 
country.  Some  years  ago  one  of  his  water-color  painting 
was  sold  for  850,  and  the  money  donated  to  the  poor.  II  • 
died  from  the  effects  of  a fever  contracted  in  the  swamp-1 
near  Yorktown,  Va.,  in  1804. 

Charles  E,  and  his  brother,  Edward  C.  Walker.  > >n- 
Stephen  Walker,  are  prominent  and  wealthy  lawyer1  m 
the  city  of  Detroit,  Mich.  Edward  C.  Walker  is  a r-c  nt 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  • 

The  United  States  congress  hits  been  represented  by 
Hon.  S.  S.  Bowne  and  lion.  General  Ricluud  l- ranch- t. 
who  have  been  for  the  best  part  of  their  lives  resident.'-  ■ t 
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this  town.  Dr.  Win.  Yates  was  one  of  Jenner’s  first  con- 
verts, and  the  first  man  to  introduce  vaccination  for  small- 
pox in  America,  At  his  death. au  obituary  of  two  columns 
in  length  was  published  in  the  Xeto  York  Tribune. 

The  Rev.  Reuben  Nelson  (Methodist)  was  one  of  a 
large  family  of  children  who  worked  in  Hargrave  factory ; 
it  was  here  he  lost  his  arm  by  being  caught  in  a picker. 

Dan  Smith,  another  old  settler,  aided  materially  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  town,  iu  early  life,  as  a drover.  Ry  his 
purchases  the  farmers  were  able  to  get  money  to  pay  their 
taxes.  Ansel  C.  Moore  was  a public  officer  for  many  years, 
a man  of  influence,  and  in  business  (mercantile)  was  decid- 
edly successful.  He  was  the  first  man  to  establish  a bank- 
ing-house in  town,  which  is  successfully  conducted  by  his 
son  and  son-in-law  Jas.  E.  Cooke,  under  the  firm-name  of 
A.  G.  Moore  & Co.  And.  G.  Washbon  was  a successful 
business  man  as  agent  for  the  B.  W.  & C.  Factory  Co. 
Upon  reading  the  account  of  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter, 
he  gave  8 LOO  to  the  first  man  who  volunteered  to  go  in 
defense  of  his  country,  and  when  the  town  was  in  straitened 
circumstances  to  raise  its  quota  and  bounties,  he  stepped 
forth,  and,  by  his  influence  and  exertion,  the  844,000  in 
money  was  obtained.  The  Rev.  Russell  W heeler  came  into 
this  county  in  1814.  He  first  located  in  Uuadilla,  and  after- 
wards was  rector  of  Zion  church.  He  was  a very  exemplary 
man,  rather  eloquent  as  a speaker,  and  in  1820  he  lived  op- 
.posite  the  church  in  Morris.  He  died  iu  1S61 , aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  Joseph  Bowne,  the  Quaker  preacher,  was  one 
of  the  most  eloquent  speakers  of  his  day.  The  meeting- 
house was  always  full  and  even  crowded  when  he  was  moved 
to  speak.  He  wore  the  Continental  costume  of  the  genera- 
tion gone  before.  He  was  well  educated,  very  sociable,  and 
truly  a good  man  whose  memory  is  cherished  with  reverence 
even  to  this  day.  He  died  in  1848,  aged  seventy  years. 
Levi  S.  Chatfield  was  born  in  this  town,  of  poor  but  re- 
spectable parents,  and  rose  to  the  honorable  position  of 
attorney-general. 

Sixty  years  ago  the  school-house  in  Louisville  stood  near 
the  corner  beyond  the  bridge  in  Franehot’s  (Leonard’s)  lot. 
The  district  then  extended  to  Jared  Patrick's  and  Lemuel 
Brooks’  (Hopkin’s)  on  the  east,  and  to  Lyman  Collar’s 
(Danl.  Jackson’s)  on  the  west,  Sami.  Drew,  teacher.  Dan 
Smith  lived  about  one  mile  below  Louisville,  on  the  road 
to  Gilbertsville,  and  for  some  years  kept  a tavern.  This 
used  to  be  quite  a resort  for  persons  to  go  and  shoot  at  a 
mark.  To  snuff  a candle  at  15  rods’  distance  with  a rifle- 
ball  was  considered  something  of  a shot.  Deacon  Jackson 
lived  in  the  next  house  below,  and  from  there  to  General 
Morris’  it  was  nearly  all  woods. 

ELM  GROVE. 

Elm  Grove  was  the  name  given  to  a little  settlement 
about  one  and  a half  miles  cast  of  Louisville.  A store 
was  situated  on  what  is  now  the  corner  where  51  r.  Ellis 
lives.  A lane  ran  down  to  near  the  creek,  and  at  the  foot 
of  the  lane  was  Elm  Grove  factory.  This  factory  was 
built  in  ltd.)  by  Robt.  L.  Bowne  A Co.  The  company 
was  the  rest  of  the  family.  Here  were  manufactured  woolen 
goods  and  satinets.  Broadcloth  was  made  which  sold  tor 
810  per  yard.  All  the  weaving  was  done  by  band.  This 


company  failed  in  1819.  The  factory  was  afterwards  owned 

by  Sami.  Starkweather,  and  operated  by Greenwood. 

It  was  burned  in  1819.  It  was  rebuilt,  but  never  did  much 
business.  Robt.  Bowne  & Co.  owned  the  first  store,  and 
S.  S.  Bowne  was  the  first  clerk.  This  building  now  stands, 
the  first  house  off  the  creek  road  towards  Pittsfield  beyond 
Van  Rensselaer’s  farm.  Win.  Grant,  the  boss  clothier,  lived 
where  Geo.  Haynes  now  lives.  Here  is  where  Dr.  Rice 
lived,  and  his  son  Thomas,  who  built  a furnace  and  manufac- 
tured cast-iron  plows.  A tannery  was  also  erected  here  by 
J.  K.  Lull  & Sons.  To-day  there  is  a large  chair  and 
cabinet  factory,  owned  by  Geo.  Benjamin.  Jos.  Bowne 
lived  on  the  Wheeler  place.  Silas  Neff  had  a grocery-store 
''near  where  Thompson  Bends  is  building  a house.  We 
give  a few  names  of  the  persons  wdio  worked  in  the  factory: 
Win.  Stewart,  superintendent,  Christopher  Gifford,  Jesse 
Ayers,  Jas.  Gledhell,  Heman  Lloyd,  Richard  and  George 
Gibson,  Peter  Backus, Raymond,  etc. 

The  whole  territory  of  Elm  Grove  proper  was  laid  out 
into  lots  of  one-quarter  and  one-half  acres  ; many  sold  about 
home  and  in  New  York  city.  The  three  acres  of  Tracy's 
are  six  building  lots  bought  of  R.  L.  Bowne  by  John 
Alexander.  Wanton  Weeden  was  the  surveyor. 

About  seventy  years  ago  one  wing  of  the  Bowne  mansion 
was  built;  the  main  building  was  erected  by  Robt.  L.  Bowne 
(Peter  Platt,  builder),  in  1817.  The  house  is  to-day  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  country,  embracing  forty  rooms, 
some  of  which  are  very  large.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  ou 
a gentle  rise  of  ground  in  the  valley  near  the  Tinnulerru/i 
liver,  commanding  a view  of  the  valley  twenty  miles  in  ex- 
tent, from  New  Lisbon  on  the  northeast  to  the  hills  of 
Sidney  on  the  southwest.  Fifty  years  ago  it  was  owned  by 
Geo.  Sheppard,  by  whom  it  was  sold  in  1830  to  the  Loomis 
brothers,  who  sold  it  to  Oliver  and  Joseph  Somers,  and 
they  sold  it  to  Hon.  S.  S.  Bowne,  and  it  is  now  owned  by 
Lis  two  sons,  Charles  and  John.  A framed  school  house 
stood  on  the  lower  side  of  the  road,  on  the  corner  near  the 
site  of  the  present  one.  In  one  end  was  a large  fireplace, 
and  the  scats  were  made  of  rough  slabs  from  the  saw-mill. 
Here  many  of  the  Lulls,  Palmers,  Yates,  Aldriches,  Gilberts, 
Alexanders,  Lawrences,  Todds,  Moores,  etc  , of  the  district, 
graduated.  Wm.  Gilbert  first  settled  at  the  outlet  of  a 
little  lake  in  the  town  of  Laurens;  lie  afterwards,  in  1820, 
moved  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Butler  Gilbert. 
It  was  on  this  farm  that  the  three  towns  of  Laurens,  New 
Lisbon,  and  Butternuts  joined,  and  a large  butternut-tree 
was  made  the  corner;  hence  the  name  Butternuts.  The 
tree  was  cut  down,  and  three  large  trees  grew  from  the 
stump,  one  of  which  is  standing  to-day.  Mr.  Lull  lived 
where  Mr.  Whitcomb  now  resides.  Nathaniel  Moore  lived 
where  his  son  Nathaniel  now  lives.  Squire  Moore  lived  where 
Kirkland  lives,  Amos  Palmer  lived  where  Mr.  Hall  resides, 
and  Dr.  Yates  owned  1000  acres  adjoining  on  the  north. 

The  Quaker  meeting-house  was  a log  building  situated  on 
the  Bender  farm  (Cruttenden),  between  the  old  burying- 
ground  and  the  turnpike.  The  old  Episcopal  church 
(Harmony),  as  it  was  called,  after  the  now  stone  one  (Zion 
I church)  was  built,  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  near 
the  corner.  It  was  used  for  some  years  bv  the  Methodists, 
ami  finally  torn  down.  It  was  built  by  John  Aiken,  by 
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what  is  known  as  the  “ scribe-rule.”  The  present  Friends’ 
mtxtting-house  was  built  by  Robt.  L.  Bowne  about  1K17. 
A road  ran  on  the  side-hill  Irorn  A.  (I.  Moore’s  residence 
to  the  old  church  in  front  of  the  meeting-house,  and  the 
road  up  the  hill  ran  on  the  east  side  of  Moore’s  residence. 
Where  the  factory  school-house  stands  there  used  to  be  a 
large  red  woolen  and  cotton  factory.  Ellis  Cook  and  John 
Moore  commenced  it,  and  sold  out  to  the  factory  company. 
This  company  included  the  names  of  Judge  Franchot,  V. 
P.  Van  Rensselaer,  Bcnajah  Davis,  Uri  Jackson,  Dan 
Smith,  J.  C.  Morris,  Joseph  Gilbert,  A.  G.  Wash  bon, 
and  others.  The  stone  factory  was  built  in  1S25,  and  com- 
menced business  in  1826.  The  cotton  was  shipped  to  Cats- 
kill,  and  from  there  hauled  to  the  factory  by  horses  and 
wagons.  Asa  Ames  was  for  many  years  the  teamster.  It 
was  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  be  two  weeks  making  the 
round  trip.  Large  quantities  of  the  cloth  were  peddled  out 
through  the  country.  A factory  was  once  built  between 
the  bridge  and  Mr.  Rotch's  farui-house  (N.  Lull's),  but  the 
machinery  was  never  put  into  it. 

MORRIS, 

a pleasant  and  flourishing  village  of  seven  hundred  and 
flfty  inhabitants,  located  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  on 
Butternut  creek,  was  incorporated  Feb.  26,  1870,  and  the 
first  officers  elected  were  as  follows,  viz. : 

President. — James  E.  Cooke. 

Trustees. — William  P.  Card,  J.  P.  Manning,  and  J.  M. 

Lull. 

Treasurer. — J.  P.  Kenyon. 

Collector. — W.  Thurston. 

Clerk. — W.  II.  Bunn.  (Appointed.) 

Police  Constable. — James  Pope.  (Appointed.) 

Corporation  Counsel. — II.  R.  Wash  bon.  (Appointed.) 

Street  Commissioner. — V illiarn  Gifford.  ( Appointed.) 

The  officers  for  1877  are  as  follows,  viz. : 

President. — S.  W.  Murdock. 

Trustees. — J.  A.  Ward,  William  P.  Card,  and  R. 
Cooley. 

Treasurer. — J.  P.  Cooke. 

Collector. — Alexander  Thomas. 

Clerk. — L.  D.  Bassett. 

Police  Constables. — E.  L.  Payne  and  J.  L.  Winton. 

Police  Justice. — Isaac  Mansfield. 

Street  Commissioner. — William  Gifford. 

The  business  interests  of  Morris  have  shown  a steady 
increase,  and  are  represented  as  follows,  viz. : ireneral 

stores,  John  A.  Ward  & Co.,  II.  C.  Steele,  S.  W.  Mur- 
dock; hardware,  W.  E.  Bunn  A Co.,  James  Falls;  druirs 
aud'groceries,  J.  P.  Kenyon,  D.  I.  Lawrence ; jeweler,  R. 
Cooley ; harness,  S.  G.  A P.  \\  eeden  ; blacksmiths  and 
wagon-shops,  II.  II.  Lee,  W.  P.  Card:  blacksmiths,  Buzzd 
A llurlburt,  William  Bourner,  S.  E.  Barret;  dentist.  L.  E. 
Bassett;  milliners,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Payne,  Mrs.  O.  Adams- 
dressmakers,  Miss  Mary  Little,  Mrs.  Stanton,  Mrs.  IIul- 
burt ; tailor,  J.  Little;  tailoress,  Miss  Haynes;  hotel,  W. 
W.  Gardiner;  livery,  C.  L.  Iloag.  J.  W.  Still ; coopers, 
A.  O.  Edwards,  L.  Wallace;  furniture  and  undertaker,  D. 
J.  Bresce;  furniture,  George  Benjamin;  cotton-faetorv, 
\\  hilcomb  A \\  hituey  ; grist-  and  saw  mill,  Whitcomb  A 


Whitney;  cheese-factory,  Sage  Brothers;  paint.-. 
Grafton,  C.  D.  Staunton;  billiards,  S.  B.  William, 
penters  and  builders,  Geo.  W.  Hall,  A.  B.  Sol*  v.  .;  y 
Seely,  C.  L.  Tucker;  boot  and  shoe  shop,  H.  W.  < , 

0.  H.  Grcig;  Morris  Chronicle , L.  B.  Carpenter  A ~ 
attorneys,  H.  R.  Washbon  and  Nathan  Bridges,  Char  . \ 
Bowne;  justice  of  the  peace  and  real  estate,  D.  C.  W , 
physicians,  C.  W.  Fox  and  M.  Matteson,  J.  W.  S:i 
surance  ageirt,  J.  M.  Denton;  flour  and  feed  st'ev  J 
Pope;  barber,  Geo.  II.  Wales;  artist,  A.  S.  Avery  . 
master,  A.  S.  xVvery ; express  agent,  John  II.  W.  z 
telegraph  operator,  L.  R.  Mansfield. 

A banking-house  was  established  in  1856  by  A < . 
Moore,  Esq.,  who  conducted  it  a few  years,  when  hi-  - - 
Albert  G.,  became  associated  with  him,  and  the  l .- 
was  continued  under  the  firm-name  of  A.  G.  Moore  A < .... 
Mr.  A.  C.  Moore  subsequently  retired,  and  a son-in.;*. 
Mr.  Cooke,  became  interested  in  the  business,  and  1;  is 
now  conducted  under  the  name  of  A.  G.  Moore  A Co. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

was  held  at  Corwin  A Gates’,  May  1,  1849,  when  the  f.i- 
lowing  officers  were  chosen,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — James  W.  Davis. 

Town  Clerk. — Silas  S.  Seely. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Albert  H.  Ford,  Chester  Jarvis, 
and  Phineas  C.  Ball. 

Constables. — John  M.  Gates  and  Wilbur  Davis. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. — Silas  S.  Seely. 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. — Daniel  Gifford 
Assessors. — Jonathan  M.  Lull,  Zenas  Washburn,  .1 
Ransom  Moffatt. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Thos.  T.  Rice,  Asa  T-dl- 
sou,  and  Albert  H.  Ford. 

Collector. — Thos.  11.  Cockett. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Hezckiah  Goodrich  and  Nat.v.n 

Lull. 

Inspectors  of  Elections. — II.  Sergeant,  Otis  B.  Matte-son, 
and  John  Bassett. 


Constable.- 

—Philip  Garrison. 

The  follow 

ing  is  a list  of  supervisors  and  town  clc-r 

from  the  organization  of  the  town 

to  1878 : 

Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1850 

Uri  Jackson.  J r. 

1851 

Addison  M.  Smith. 

Jos.  S.  Jarvis. 

Cornelius  A.  Chur-  ■ 

1S53 

Nathaniel  Ste»  < -a  - - 

1851 

“ “ 

John  F.  Miller. 

1805 

“ “ 

Everett  E.  Gates. 

1*50 

Willis  E.  Ilnnn. 

1 857 

Richard  Franchot. 

Erast  us  \V.  \ a teg. 

1858 

“ “ 

Peter  Ilaslchurst. 

18  SI 

Geo.  \V.  Shole. 

1S60 

“ “ 

Silas  W.  Murdock. 

Isfil 

tt  a 

1862 

a a 

1803 

A.  L.  Sanderson. 

i st;  t 

Isaac  Mansfield. 

George  Bergun. 

1SC5 

n a 

1*0(5 

It  it 

1807 

“ “ 

Pnniel  C.  Weoton. 

i --os 

“ “ 

N.  Stevenson. 

1 80U 

“ §< 

lent 

“ '* 

11.  D.  Whitcoinh. 

I"71 

T.  Mansfield. 

Jason  D Cooke. 

1872 

Nathan  Urid^cs. 

Cluis.  11.  Turner. 

] s 7 .*{ 

I..  1’.  Carpenter. 

a “ 

1 >7  l 

fames  K.  Cooke. 

P.  DnsH'lt. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Sapperton,  near  Burton-on-Trent, 
England,  in  1767.  At  seventeen  years  of  ago  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  soon  after  became  a private  pupil  of  Sir  James  Earle,  of 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  in  London.  For  two  years  he  was  his  dresser, 
and  afterwards  was  house  surgeon  in  that  hospital.  He  attended  the  first 
course  of  lectures  ever  delivered  by  Abernethy.  At  twenty-three  he  left 
London  and  returned  to  his  home.  Inheriting  an  ample  fortune,  and 
caring  absolutely  nothing  for  money,  he  never  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  medicine  as  a profession. 

To  more  than  ordinary  talents  were  added  great  benevolence,  which  he 
never  ceased  to  exercise  during  the  whole  of  his  long  life,  but  always  as 
secretly  as  possible.  He  rather  avoided  the  praise  of  men,  and  was  never 
ostentatious.  The  first  marked  display  of  his  benevolent  inclinations  was 
in  a scheme  for  the. treatment  and  cure  of  lunatics  upon  the  humane  plan, 
which  was  subsequently  adopted  by  Esquirol  and  Piuel,  of  France.  For 
that  purpose  he  built  in  Burton-on-Trcnt  a house  which  he  conducted  for 
several  years  at  his  own  expense,  and  treated  with  great  success  a large 
number  of  pauper  lunatics.  Tiiis  benevolent  effort  cost  him  upwards  of 
£7000  sterling,  besides  occupying  his  whole  attention.  An  unfortunate 
circumstance  occurred  which  altered  his  plans  entirely.  One  of  his  patients, 
in  a paroxysm  of  frenzy,  took  the  life  of  another  patient  under  shocking 
circumstances,  and  then  committed  suicide.  He  was  so  horrified  at  the 
act  that  he  determined  to  close  the  asylum,  and,  after  providing  for  proper 
treatment  among  their  friends  and  otherwise  of  the  remainder,  he  sailed 
for  Philadelphia,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1799. 

Previous  to  this  incident  he  had  become  greatly  interested  in  the  subject 
of  vaccination,  which  was  then  just  becoming  known  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  England.  And  it  was  the  desire  to  extend  its  blessings,  along 
with  the  shock  to  a sensitive  mind  of  the  accident  mentioned,  that  deter- 
mined his  visit  to  America.  Before  sailing  he  made  the  personal  acquaint- 
ance of  Dr.  Jcnner,  obtained  from  hi3  hand  a largo  supply  of  the  vim*, 
and  from  his  mouth  all  additional  particulars. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia  he  engaged  himself  with  all 
the  zeal  of  an  ardent  and  philanthropic  mind  to  disseminate  the  knowledge 
of  the  then  now  discovery.  And  it  is  certain  that  he  was  the  first  to  in- 
troduce into  America  this  great  boon  to  humanity,  although  the  credit  of 
its  first  introduction  has  been  generally  accorded  to  another.  He  knew 
this,  but  had  a morbid  disliko  to  publicity,  and  never  publicly  contradicted 
it,  being  satisfied  to  extend  its  usefulness  to  the  utmost.  While  preaching 
incessantly  its  preventive  powers,  he  inoculated  thousands  with  the  vaccine 
virus.  The  doctrino  and  practico  were  received  by  the  American  public 
with  greater  avidity  even  than  with  tho  English. 

The  tollowiug  year  his  affairs  demanded  his  return  to  England,  hut  in  a 
few  days  ho  sailed  again  lor  Philadelphia.  Ho  uiado  tho  acquaintances 


of  Judge  Cooper,  father  of  Fenimore  Cooper,  the  novelist,  of  General 
Morris,  Judge  Fro.nehot,  and  others,  and  their  intimate  friendship  he 
enjoyed  until  they  dropped  one  after  another  into  the  arms  of  death. 
With  Judge  Cooper  he  ascended  the  Susquehanna  to  Otsego  County,  and 
being  charmed  with  the  passing  beauty  of  the  scenery,  and  also  captivated 
by  the  daughter  of  a leading  settler  in  the  valley  of  Butternuts,  he  married 
the  young  lady,  and  resolved  to  pitch  his  tent  there.  Ho  returned  with 
his  bride  to  England,  where  he  disposed  of  Sapperton,  which,  as  the  eldest 
son,  he  had  inherited,  to  his  brother. 

After  spending  a year  in  England,  and  making  a tour  of  the  continent, 
he  sailed  for  the  last  time  for  America,  and  purchased  a large  estate  in 
Butternuts  (now  the  town  of  Morris),  where  he  resided  until  the  day  of 
his  death,  and  where  his  life  was  an  uninterrupted  scene  of  contentment 
and  happiness.  His  reputation  as  a medical  man  was  very  great,  though 
he  never  practiced  medicine  as  a profession,  and  rarely  accepted  a fee. 
His  benevolence  was  always  of  the  most  active  and  quiet  kind,  and  to  it 
at  last  he  became  a sacrifice,  for  it  was  in  one  of  the  severest  days  of  an 
inclement  winter  now  past,  while  on  the  mission  of  mercy,  about  four 
miles  from  home,  his  foot  became  so  much  chilled  that  the  disease  called 
gangret i«  aenili*  was  induced,  of  which  he  died.  To  his  last  moments  he 
retained  perfectly  tho  faculties  of  his  mind  and  his  physical  senses.  They 
were  never  impaired  by  his  great  age.  To  his  last  days  he  was  con- 
versant with  the  politics  of  the  world,  and  the  progress  of  science  and 
literature. 

He  lived  and  died  a consistent  and  practical  Christian.  He  was  an 
Episcopalian,  though  no  sectarian,  and  contributed  to  the  funds  of  many 
Christian  denominations.  He  was  always  very  partial  to  the  Society  of 
Friends,  whose  hospitality  he  had  largely  enjoyed  on  his  first  arrival  in 
Philadelphia,  and  who  most  assisted  him  in  disseminating  the  knowledge 
of  vaccination.  The  Quakers  thus  found  a warm  place  in  his  affections 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

He  was  very  simple  in  his  mode  of  living.  He  often  stated  that  during 
the  present  century  he  had  not  tasted  of  wine,  and  till  his  last  illness  bad 
not  since  childhood  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  a single  day,  except  for  a 
fracture  of  the  leg,  received  in  a fox  hunt  when  a young  man.  Neither 
had  ho  taken  a dose  of  medicine,  but  if  he  felt  ill  he  fasted  on  bread  and 
water  till  well  again.  Till  he  was  seventy-five  he  habitually  rode  much  in 
the  saddle. 

He  was  first  cousin,  once  removed,  of  John  Howard,  tho  philanthropist, 
and,  curious  enough,  ho  bore  the  same  relationship  in  blood  to  S.r  li  •'  i.  t 
Peel,  the  statesman,  whoso  mother  was  his  cousin.  His  widow,  his  con- 
stant companion  for  more  than  half  a century,  has  sineo  followed  him  to 
her  long  resting-place.  Four  of  seven  sons,  and  a large  number  of  grur.!- 
| children,  surv  ivo  him. 
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r , .^.,,1  (iffitfis  are  as  follows,  viz.: 

Nathan  Bridges. 

• 'trrk.—V-  A.  Stevenson. 

, ^ Ee<ux. — ^ Mansfield. 

l, mi**. — George  Hoaghtaiing. 

, ^m.ui'nirr  of  Iliyhwiyx. — Samuel  R.  Dixon, 
i **m+rr  »/  the  Eoor. — Jibez  Collins. 

*“  'ir- tar. — Samuel  H.  Bunnell. 

i <>/  Election*- — Jod  M.  Denton,  A.  R.  Suthcr- 
t , . \|  Colvin,  Sylvester  Sergeant,  James  Gage,  and 

V*  » 

,v4(<, t,ln. — E.  L.  Payne.  E.  Thurston,  Henry  Dixon, 
» |1  Bunnell,  and  Clark  B.  Hall. 

(’mutable. — R.  Churchill. 

Auditors. — S.  W.  Murdock,  Squire  Bayley,  and 
J»  I Lawrence. 

AGRICULTURAL  ASD  GENERAL  STATISTICS.^ 

In  1^64  Morris  had  13,4-80$  acres  of  improved  land, 
^,-vi  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  8344,760.  There  were 
ji-1  acres  of  plowed  land:  in  pasture,  7772  ; in  meadow, 
5727;  tons  of  hay,  4774:  bushels  of  spring  wheat  in 
1 359 ; bushels  of  winter  wheat,  262  ; bushels  of  oats, 

1 ( >07  ; bushels  of  winter  rye.  222;  bushels  of  barley,  329; 
IcaohcLs  of  buckwheat,  1904;  Indian  corn.  8468  bushels; 
bu-hols  of  potatoes  harvested.  13.937  ; bushels  of  peas,  22  ; 
bushels  of  beans,  105;  bushels  of  turnips,  1834;  pounds 
< ( hops,  63,572;  bushels  of  apples,  24,891;  barrels  of 
rib  r,  495 ; pounds  of  maple  sugar,  27,403  ; pounds  of 
butter.  150, 6l>9  ; pounds  of  cheese,  93,436. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1^75. — Acres  plowed,  9368  ; 
in  pasture,  8519;  mown.  6680 ; tons  of  hay  produced, 
7942 ; bushels  barley,  180 ; buckwheat,  3308 ; corn, 
13.295;  oats,  36,185;  rye,  339;  spring  wheat,  255  ; win- 
t r wheat,  893  ; beans,  7 ; pounds  of  hops,  36,323  ; bushels 
of  potatoes,  30,581;  pounds  of  butter  made,  154,703; 
cheese,  10,350. 

.4 mi. — Morris  has  an  area  of  24,035  acres,  and  the 
Avossed  valuation  is  8334,276,  and  the  equalized  valuation 
i*  *592,331. 

POPULATION. 

1*  .0 2135  ) 1SS3 21 91 

' * ■'> 203S  I 1 <70 2253 

I'OI 2320  j 1ST5 2303 


CHAPTER  LI  I. 

TOWN  OF  MORRIS- Continued. 

Churches — Schools — Societies. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

In  the  year  1772  two  members  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
^ irwiek,  N.  Y.,  came  to  the  present  town  of  Morris,  and 
#0<t  making  clearings  returned,  and  in  the  following  year 
*‘"'k  up  their  abode  in  the  wilderness,  bringing  with  them 
'heir  families.  A prayer-meeting  was  immediately  held, 
oud  this  praying  band  increased  with  the  settlement.  The 
Wir  ot  the  Revolution  broke  up  the  settlement,  and  the  in- 
habitants returned  to  their  eastern  homes.  After  an  absence 


of  five  years  they  returned  to  the  forest,  rebuilt  their  dwel- 
lings, and  rciuaugurated  their  prayer-meetings.  They  were 
now  assisted  by  Mr.  Solomon  Hatch,  a Baptist  licentiate 
and  lay  preacher. 

In  1787,  Rev.  Mr.  Comstock,  the  Baptist  pastor  on 
Cooper’s  patent,  visited  the  settlement  and  organized  a 
church,  which,  however,  in  consequence  of  his  death,  oc- 
curring soon  after,  became  extinct.  In  1793  the  church 
was  organized  with  ten  members,  five  males  and  five  females, 
and  this  town  at  that  time  being  a part  of  Unadilla  it  was 
called  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Unadilla,  and  the  coun- 
cil, through  J.  Craw,  moderator,  and  Captain  Elisha  Craw, 
clerk,  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  the  little  church 
Aug.  28,  1793. 

Increase  Thurstin  was  the  first  deacon,  Captain  Craw 
the  first  clerk,  and  Reuben  Ellis  second  deacon.  At  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Otsego  association  the  church  reported 
17  members.  The  first  regular  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Law- 
ton,  who  received  $100  per  annum, — 820  in  money,  and  the 
balance  in  the  “ uecessaries  of  life.”  The  first  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  in  1818,  and  was  located  about  two  miles 
northeast  of  the  present  house,  near  what  was  then  the 
centre  of  population.  It  cost  about  8600,  and  was  occu- 
pied twenty-three  years.  The  second  cost  about  §1000, 
and  was  occupied  twenty-eight  years,  and  the  present  house 
was  erected  at  a cost  of  about  $16,000. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Ayer  says,  “ The  Baptists  have  the 
honor  to  have  been  the  evangelical  pioneers  in  this  valley. 
The  first  prayer  in  this  valley  was  offered  by  a Baptist 
church  member,  no  Christian  being  within  sixteen  miles  of 
his  closet.  The  first  soul  converted  was  in  a Baptist  family. 
The  first  sermon  preached  was  by  a Baptist  minister,  and 
the  first  pastor  resident  here  was  John  Lawton,  and  the 
first  notable  blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  here  enjoyed  was 
upon  that  pastor’s  preaching.  The  following  persons  have 
served  the  church  in  the  pastoral  office  from  its  organization 
to  the  present  time,  viz. : Revs.  John  Lawton,  R.  Adams,  J. 
Wright,  J.  Amner,  L.  Casler,  E.  II.  Bailey,  E.  Baldwin,  C. 
B.  Post,  S.  X.  Douglass,  L.  E.  Spafford,  S.  P.  Brown,  If. 
A.  Sherwood,  N.  Ripley,  E.  M.  Blanchard,  J.  Jones, 
Charles  Ayer,  L.  B.  Ford,  A.  W.  Clark  (supply),  A.  S. 
Hobart,  present  pastor. 

ZION  CHURCH.* 

The  organization  of  Zion  church  (Morris)  is  identified 
with  the  very  early  history  of  Otsego  County.  In  1793 
the  first  clergyman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  be- 
gan itinerant  labors  in  this  county.  His  name  was  Rev. 
Ammi  Rogers.  Even  prior  to  this  the  services  of  the 
Episcopal  church  were  maintained  by  early  settlers,  first 
among  whom  were  Iehabod  B.  Palmer  and  Elnathan  Noble, 
who  came  from  Connecticut  to  make  a home  in  what  was 
afterwards  known  as  the  Butternuts  valley.  The  first 
church  organization  grew  out  of  the  services  held  in  the 
house  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  the  subsequent  work  of  the  early 
ministers,  who  wrought  in  a genuine  missionary  spirit  as 
they  traveled  constantly  from  place  to  place  establishing 
regular  divine  worship  at  various  places.  The  first  clergy- 


* By  Rev.  Hobart  Cooke, 
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man  to  be  really  recognized  as  a permanent  pastor  was  the 
Re?.  Darnel  Nash,  familiarly  known  then,  and  spoken  of 
now.  as  ••  Father  Nash."  II is  first  ministerial  labor  was 
performed  in  1797,  when,  immediately  after  his  ordination 
as  a deaeon  in  the  sacred  ministry,  he  came,  accompanied 
by  his  faithful  wife,  to  this  county,  and  began  his  work 
here  and  in  Exeter.  After  the  year  1800  he  extended  his 
travels  to  Cooperstown  and  Unudilla,  and  other  places  in 
this  and  in  the  adjoining  counties.  During  this  ministry  of 
his  diaconate,  and  just  as  he  was  about  to  be  ordained  to 
the  priesthood,  the  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  this 
parish.  It  was  called  “ Harmony  Church,”  and  stood  on 
what  is  now  known  in  the  town  of  Morris  as  the  Old 
Church  burying-ground.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  Episcopal  church  built  in  Otsego  County.  It  was  the 
year  ISOl.  This  chureh  building  was  never  formally 
consecrated,  and  at  a later  time  was  sold  to  one  II.  T. 
M eGeorge.  Father  Nash  continued  to  officiate  here  regu- 
larly evcry  month  UDtil  the  year  1814.  He  was  then  joined 
iD  the  care  of  this  parish  by  the  Rev.  Russel  Wheeler,  who, 
in  the  year  1818,  became  the  officially  recognized  rector  of 
the  church  in  Butternuts.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1818 
the  corner-stone  of  the  present  church  edifice  was  laid,  and 
in  the  November  following  the  building  was  fully  completed 
and  paid  for.  Total  cost,  SG000. 

At  about  this  time,  it  was  resolved  by  the  congregation 
to  change  the  name  from  Harmony  church  to  that  of  Zion 
church  ; and  under  this  new  name  the  new  structure  was 
consecrated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  by  the  Right 
Rev.  John  Henry  Hobart,  bishop  of  New  York,  on  the 
22d  day  of  November,  1818.  On  the  following  day  the 
Rev.  Russel  Wheeler  was  formally  instituted  as  rector  of 
the  parish  by  Bishop  Hobart,  and  remained  an  honored  and 
most  useful  pastor  of  this  chureh  for  eighteen  years. 

Id  1836.  the  Rev.  Orsamus  II.  Smith  succeeded  Rev. 
Mr.  Wheeler,  filling  an  acceptable  pastorate  of  two  years. 
In  the  year  1833,  the  Rev.  Amos  B.  Beach  was  called  to 
the  rectorship  of  Zion  church.  During  an  administration 
of  seventeen  years,  Mr.  Beach  was  most  abundantly  suc- 
cessful in  awakening  new  life  in  the  parish,  and  in  promot- 
ing its  advancement  in  active  work  and  permanent  strength. 
Under  his  supervision  a rectory  was  built,  a school-house 
erected,  and  a flourishing  parish  school  organized,  and  an 
or_ran  pAi.-ed  in  the  church.  The  first  Sunday-school  was 
also  established  during  this  time. 

Following  this  pastorate,  so  well  remembered  for  its 
efficiency  and  its  substantial  results  in  the  interest  of  the 
church,  came  the  Rev.  Win.  II.  Hill,  who  remained  during 
a rectorship  of  a little  more  than  four  years.  Mr.  Hill  is 
oftefi  sp.  ken  of  as  having  been  in  those  days  a most  forcible 
and  very  eloquent  preacher, — an  indefatigable  worker.  His 
niissi'  ijary  Zr.al  and  labor  made  him  widely  and  well  known 
through-  ut  the  county,  while  his  parish  reaped  large  bene- 
fits fr-nj  his  pastoral  visitations  from  house  to  house. 

In  I - 5 the  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Alger  became  the  minister, 
remain  it  about  two  years.  In  1858,  the  Rev.  Wm.  J. 
Early  suetwded  to  the  rectorship,  remaining  also  about 
two  years.  In  1 ^60,  the  Rev.  George  E.  Foote  became 
the  rect  r.  continuing  until,  some  two  years  later,  he  was 
iucapacitiied  ibr  further  duty  by  paralysis. 


Succeeding  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Foote,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
S.  Tuttle  was  called,  first  as  assistant  minister,  and  up.mi 
the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Foote  was  elected  to  the  rectorship 
of  the  church. 

While  rector  here  Mr.  Tuttle  was  distinguished  for 
great  zeal  and  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  ministerial 
duties;  and  in  the  spring  of  1867  he  was  elected  mission- 
ary bishop  of  Montana,  Utah,  and  Idaho,  to  which  field  of 
increased  responsibility  and  houor  he  took  his  departure 
soon  after. 

The  successor  of  Bishop  Tuttle  was  the  Rev.  Nelson  S. 
Rulison.  Under  his  rectorship  the  parish  found  a fitting 
successor  to  the  vigorous  administration  of  the  pastor  whom 
they  had  given  up  to  the  episcopate. 

The  congregation  increased  to  still  larger  numbers,  and 
grew  in  prosperity.  During  the  two  years  and  a half  of 
Mr.  Rulison’s  pastorate  a fine  stone  chapel  was  completed, 
having  been  built  by  the  members  of  the  Morris  family  as 
a family  memorial,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  neighborhood 
about  the  old  General  Morris’  estate.  A movement  was 
also  made  which  resulted  in  the  complete  renovation  of  the 
old  parish  church,  enlarging  it  by  the  addition  of  a large 
recess  chancel,  with  organ-room  on  one  side,  and  robing- 
room  on  the  other;  removing  the  side-galleries,  replacing 
the  old  windows  with  stained  glass,  and  bringing  the  inte- 
rior of  the  church,  with  the  alterations  and  new  furnishings, 
to  compare  favorably  with  the  best  churches  in  the  county. 
The  expense  of  the  work  was  something  above  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rulison,  to  accept  the  rec- 
torship of  a new  and  important  church  work  in  Jersey 
City,  the  Rev.  F.  N.  Luson  became  the  rector  for  a few 
months,  resigning  his  place  in  August,  1S70. 

In  December  of  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Thomas  H. 
Cullen  accepted  a call  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  rector, 
and  remained  until  June,  1S72. 

In  August  of  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Charles  T.  Coer, 
then  in  deacon’s  orders,  entered  upon  the  duties  as  officiat- 
ing minister  in  the  parish,  and  in  March  of  the  following 
year  was  ordained  in  Zion  church  to  the  priesthood.  Upon 
his  advancement  to  this  “ degree,” — earned  in  an  energetic 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  many  duties  of  a busy  pas- 
torate,— he  was  elected  to  the  rectorship  of  the  parish;  and 
in  May  of  the  following  year  (1S74)  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, returning  to  his  previous  charge  of  the  chapel  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

In  June  of  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Hobart  Cooke,  having 
succeeded  to  the  rectorship,  entered  upon  his  duties,  and  re- 
mains now  in  the  fourth  year  of  a successful  pastorate. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  the  chureh  received  from  Mrs. 
Jonah  Davis  a beautiful  and  costly  marble  font,  to  be 
placed  in  the  church  as  a memorial  of  her  late  husband, 
Jonah  Davis.  And  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  a fine 
organ,  costing  something  over  three  thousand  dollars,  was 
also  presented  the  church  as  the  gilt  of  one  of  her  gencrous- 
hcarted  communicants. 

The  present  condition  of  this  time-honored  organization, 
so  identified  with  the  growth  and  the  interests  of  the  old 
town  of  Butternuts  and  the  present  town  of  Morris,  i.~  that 
of  a strong  and  prosperous  chureh,  numbering  nearly  three 
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CAPT.  AMOS  PALMER.  MRS.  CLARISSA  PALMER. 


CAPT.  AMOS  PALMER. 


W * Palmer  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  June  13, 
*.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Ichabod  B.  and  Mary 
- and  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Solomon  Palmer,  who 
• - >oi  orders  as  deacon  and  priest  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
» »t  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  of  Bangor,  and  served  as  a 
' L!  missionary  under  the  venerable  society  for  the  prop- 
*•  <1  uf  the  gospel  in  Litchfield  and  its  vicinity,  where 
t.>  ftitrft-d  into  his  rest  a.d.  1771. 

came  with  his  father  to  the  town  of  Butternuts 
" * Mtirris),  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  age,  aud  helped 
M'<~r  the  forest  from  the  farm  on  which  he  continued  to 
until  his  death, — a period  of  nearly  sixty  years. 
'*  "*  outset,  indicates  the  steadfastness  and  regularity 
rl*  Id"  life  in  all  its  features  was  noted. 

Harried  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  became  the 
■ t eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  crew  to  maturity, 
' Lightens  and  eight  sons, — who  honored  and  rever- 

• *h<  ir  parents,  and  witnessed  to  the  world  the  blessed 

• nnder  God  of  faithful  training  in  the  way  they  should 
II'-  was  a man  who  never  wasted  words;  he  used  but 

do-in  and  without  jesting,  always  to  the  point,  sound, 
and  out  of  a conscience  endeavoring  to  keep  itself 
•"  n>e  towards  God  and  towards  men.  11c  had  a 
" '1  place  tor  all  things,  so  that  the  affairs  of  his  daily 
r‘  minutely  arranged  in  regular  order. 

"•iitinued  firm  and  steadfast  in  the  faith  of  his  father, 
wluit  he  believed  and  why.  To  his  efforts,  that  is, 
m __ warden  and  lay  reader,  his  liberal  contribu- 


at  services  with  his  family,  and,  more  than  all,  his  unspotted 
Christian  character  and  example,  adorning  his  faith  aud 
profession,  Zion  church,  in  Morris,  owed  its  establishment 
and  continued  prosperity  more  than  to  those  of  any  other 
layman  of  his  day.  He  departed  this  life  in  the  peace  of 
God  through  Christ,  Nov.  1,  1S61. 

Clarissa,  the  wife  of  Amos  Palmer,  was  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Martha  Lull,  and  one  of  a family  of  sixteen 
children,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived  to  be  married,  and  have 
families  of  their  own.  She  was  married  Dec.  21,  1 SOG,  and, 
with  great  self-denial,  patience,  and  cheerfulness,  did  faith- 
fully all  the  duties  devolving  upon  her  as  wife  and  mother, 
until,  in  the  providence  of  God,  such  duties  were  required 
of  her  no  more. 

She  survived  her  husband  about  twelve  and  a half  years, 
during  the  most  of  which  time  she  had  a home  with 
her  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Jonah  Davis,  of  the  village  of 
Morris. 

Such  a home,  under  affectionate  care,  with  every  provi- 
sion for  comfort,  joined  with  faculties  remarkably  good  for 
her  age,  attended  the  closing  years  of  a life  of  duties  well 
done.  Though  reared  a Baptist,  she  joined  her  husband  in 
faith  and  church  soon  after  her  marriage,  and  living  as  faith- 
fully and  consistently  that  in  the  end  closed  her  eyes  in  the 
comfort  of  a reasonable  religion  and  holy  hope,  and  in  her 
ninetieth  year.  May  their  good  examples  be  blessed  toward 
bringing  all  who  knew  them  to  have  their  perfect  con- 
summation and  bliss  together  with  them  in  eternal  and 
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,.J  muiuuieants,  and  active  in  tlie  many  and  varied 
a rlo  which  have  likewise  distinguished  it  in  the  long 
, v f its  history. 

METHODIST  CHURCH. 

y.  e >|«>rri.'t  Methodist  Episcopal  society  was  in  all  proba- 
i,  w fi.nucd  in  the  year  1S28,  and  constituted  a part  of 
. ..  |l.riiaiigu  circuit.  The  Rev.  Joshua  Rogers  was  then 
h*  r in  charge  on  said  circuit.  Meetings  were  first 

i.  ij  *l-'Ut  one  mile  from  “Louisville,”  now  Morris,  some- 
4 in  a private  dwelling,  but  more  frequently  in  a dis- 

M hool  house.  In  the  year  183S  the  appointment  was 
,»;»od  to  the  village  school-house  in  Morris.  In  the 
, . */  | > 4,-)  the  Butternuts  and  Morris  societies  were  set  off 
f-  ui  the  Chenango  circuit,  and  served  by  two  ministers, 
thi-maiing  between  the  two  appointments.  It  was  during 
,i,„  \ car — 1845 — the  Morris  society  built  them  a church, 
*i  the  probable  cost  of  §2000.  In  1847  Morris  became  a 
w | d rate  charge.  In  the  year  1S70  some  §7000  was  ex- 

j. i.d.d  for  additional  ground,  sheds,  enlargement  of  church 
tux-ment.  steeple,  aud  bell. 

The  following  were  the  official  members: 

Presiding  Khler. — L.  A.  Eddy. 

Pastor. — David  S.  Hollister. 

Hrhorters. — Wm.  F.  Daniels  and  Joel  Davis. 

Stewards. — Wm.  Haynes,  Ransom  Moffatt,  and  D.  C. 

RroiM-e. 

Laniers. — Moses  T.  Winton,  Humphrey  Wilbur,  and 
Win.  Haynes. 

Members. — Wm.  A.  Arnold,  Catharine  Aplin,  Adelia 
Andrews,  Elizabeth  S.  Allen,  Mary  Axtelle,  Susan  Arnold, 
Brudly  Beeman,  Daniel  E.  Barret,  Oscar  Z.  Brown,  Lucia 
Butts,  Sarah  Becker,  Mary  Bates,  Judith  Bates,  Wm. 
Clark,  Green  Cooke,  Wm.  Davis,  Phebe  Davis,  Ellen 
DaV  is,  Sarah  Darling,  Mary  Folts,  Ann  Flagg,  Ruth 
Haynes,  Caroline  Jacobs,  Wm.  Lynch,  Lynda  Lynch, 
lluldah  P otter,  Cyntha  Potter,  Harriet  Place,  Sylvia 
Shiite,  Effa  Shute,  Anna  Wilber,  Nancy  Ann  Brown, 
Betsey  Barret,  Almira  Butts,  Eliza  Bartholomew,  Chris- 
tina Bcman,  Nehcmiah  Daniels,  Nancy  Ann  Daniels,  Eliz- 
»l"'th  Daniels,  Mary  Ann  Davis,  Ursula  Davis,  Melissa 
ID  vis,  Lucinda  Darling,  Charlotte  Daniels,  Catharine  Ed- 
w-*rds,  Eliza  E.  Foote,  Harriet  Harrington,  Isaac  Good- 
*j-''d,  Susannah  Gifford,  Esther  Gifford,  Elizabeth  Gone, 
Cyrus  Tucker,  Lucilla  Winans,  Ebenezer  E.  Harris,  Avery 
R Harris  Hcpsibah  Holden,  Elizabeth  Haight.  Elizabeth 
Haynes,  Sarah  Ann  Haynes,  Charlotte  Hollister,  Fanny 
M Hathaway,  Olive  Hathaway,  Aaron  H.  Lewis,  D.  II.  C. 
U wis,  Warren  Lewis,  Elizabeth  Lynch,  Elizabeth  Lewis, 
Martha  Lathrop,  Diadema  Lewis,  Ransom  Moffatt,  John 
'l  Marble,  Maria  Moffatt,  Phebe  L.  Shaw,  Yelores  Thurs- 
,1,,I  Mary  Waterhouse,  Hannah  Moffatt,  Clarisa  Jayeox, 
Lim-liiie  Moore.  Martin  Marble,  Susannah  Newton,  Sophro- 

I • Newton,  Catharine  Nichols,  Walden  O'Brien,  Olive 

I I Bri' n,  Nancy  Ann  O’Brien,  Hannah  Osborn,  Abigail 
1 • ar-all,  Abigail  Place,  Locisa  Place,  Dinah  Philips,  Cor- 

:>a  1’hilips,  \\  m.  II.  Smyth,  Aaron  Sperry,  Mary  Smyth, 
L'Ou c >niyth,  Almira  \Y  ilson,  Lydia  \\  ing,  Caroline  31. 
• myth,  Catharine  Smyth,  Susannah  Smyth,  Sarah  Somers, 
IB  it. u Somers,  Euphcmia  Sherman,  Catharine  Sterling, 


Tabor  Toby,  Anna  Thurston,  Phebe  Thurston,  ( Hive  Thurs- 
ton, Betsey  Toby,  Esther  Turner,  Benjamin  Winton,  Joseph 
Waterhouse,  George  Wilson,  Thomas  Wilson,  Elizabeth 
Winton,  Lois  Winton,  Ambrosia  Winton,  and  Drucilla 
Wynans. 

Presiding  Elders. — L.  A.  Eddy,  L.  Sperry,  I.  Parks, 
D.D.,  A.  J.  Dana,  J.  Shank,  J.  T.  Wright,  Wm.  Bixby, 
W.  N.  Cobb,  H.  Wheeler,  and  II.  R.  Clark,  D.D. 

Names  of  Ministers  from  1847. — D.  S.  Hollister,  Wal- 
ter Jerome,  Wm.  C.  MacDonald,  Dwight  Williams,  II.  S. 
Richardson,  J.  W.  Mitchell,  J.  T.  Crippen,  T.  P.  Ilalsted, 

A.  S.  Southworth,  E.  II.  Orwen,  A.  E.  Daniels,  A.  M. 
Colgrove,  II.  Y.  Talbot,  H.  N.  Van  Duzcn,  W.  L.  Thorp, 
J.  Pilkinton,  J.  W.  Morris,  Jas.  E.  Shetland,  W.  B. 
Thomas,  C.  G.  Wood,  and  J.  S.  Southworth,  present  pastor. 

Exhorter. — N.  B.  Ripley. 

Stewards. — J.  Hollister,  E.  R.  Jaquish,  R.  Ripley,  Wm. 
Davis,  J.  D.  Moaker,  A.  Patrick,  and  N.  Vanslike. 

Leaders. — E.  R.  Jaquish  and  N.  Yanslike. 

Membership. — One  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Seventy -five  of  these  have  been  added  to  the  church  thus 
far  this  present  conference  year,  and  indications  fore- 
shadow that  the  church  is  yet  to  grow  in  numbers  and  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  strength.  Old  debts — the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  church  in  part  for  the  past  two  years — have 
been  satisfied  this  year,  and  an  old  church  indebtedness, 
amounting  now  to  §700,  has  been  fully  provided  for;  and 
it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  the  names  of  William  Davis 
and  Jonathan  Hollister  will  long  live  in  the  memory  of 
this  church,  for  their  devotedness  to  it  in  her  days  of 
weakness  as  well  as  in  her  days  of  prosperity,  each  having 
given  §1000  for  repairing  and  clearing  the  church  of  its 
indebtedness.  Many  others  have  given  liberally,  and  at  all 
times  shown  their  devotedness  to  all  its  interests,  whose 
names  space  would  not  permit  us  to  mention. 

Rev.  A.  E.  Daniels  was  licensed  by  this  church  to  exhort 
in  the  year  1832,  and  in  1833  received  local  preacher’s 
license.  In  1S34  he  was  received  into  Oneida  conference, 
and  is  now  on  the  superannuated  list  and  located  at  Morris, 
his  native  town.  As  a preacher  he  is  widely  known  fur 
his  marked  ability  as  a theologian,  as  a sound  reasoner.  arid 
his  fidelity  in  all  the  past  and  present  to  the  doctrines  of 
the  church  of  his  choice,  and  his  great  success  in  his  min- 
isterial calling;  and  although  at  the  present  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  retains  in  an  eminent  degree  his  faculties, 
and  as  ready  now  to  labor  for  Christ  as  in  the  past,  and 
looking  only  a little  way  on  for  the  glorious  crown  for 
which  he  has  so  nobly  fought  for  a long  life,  and  which 
is  in  waiting  for  him. 

Also  five  others  of  the  Morris  church  have  become  min- 
isters. Two — namely,  Joel  Davis  and  E.  D.  Thurston  — 
joined  the  Oneida  conference.  The  former,  a few  years 
since,  went  from  us  to  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 
The  latter  is  now  an  effective  minister  in  the  Central  New 
York  conference.  Geo.  W.  Green  joined  the  New  1 b in- 
land conference,  and  was  both  acceptable  and  useful  h r 
many  years,  but  has  now,  I think,  passed  to  his  reward. 

B.  P.  Ilipley,  who  was  sent  out  by  this  church,  is  now  at 
Laurens,  Otsego  County,  an  effective  laborer  in  Christ  > 
vineyard. 
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Wiliam  R.  Lvnch  was  also  licensed  here.  He  was  a 
devoted  and  successful  worker,  earnest  in  all  his  labors. 
He  dVd  Feb.  25,  1S71,  having  labored  in  the  church  sev- 
enteen jeara. 

UNIYERSALIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  Universalist  sermon  was  preached  in  a barn,  on 
what  was  then  failed  "Gregory  Hill”  before  the  town  wa3 
divided.  by  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Stacy.  It  was  preached  in 
1832.  The  first  sermon  preached  in  Louisville  ( Morris  j was 
in  the  old  " red  school-honse,”  by  the  Rev.  Walter  Bullard, 
in  1 S3-S.  He  afterwards  preached  once  a month  for  three 
months.  Tee  nest  preaching  was  by  T.  J.  Goodrich,  from 
Oxford.  Chenango  Co..  N.  Y.,  who  preached  once  a month 
for  one  year.  After  Mr.  Goodrich  had  finished  his  labors 
the  Rev.  JV.b  Potter  occasionally  preached.  A subscrip- 
tion was  then  started  for  the  purpose  of  building  a church 
about  the  year  1840,  which  was  accomplished  the  next 
year,  1841,  and  the  Rev.  0.  Whiston  preached  the  dedica- 
tory sermon.  The  first  settled  pastor  after  the  church  was 
built  was  Rov.  David  Pickerintr.  who  remained  two  years. 
At  that  time  a society  of  forty-two  members  was  formed. 
Rev.  Daniel  S.  Morey  succeeded  him,  and  from  that  time 
the  society  have  had  the  labors  of  the  following  clergymen  : 
T.  J.  Smith,  Dodge,  Stewart,  Bailey,  Peek,  Jackson,  Tom- 
linson, Crosby,  Harrington,  Perkins,  Williams,  and  L.  F. 
Porter,  who  is  its  present  pastor. 

The  present  membership  is  one  hundred. 

friends’  church. 

The  Friends  organized  a church  here  in  an  early  day, 
and  amonir  the  first  members  were  Prince  Wing  and  Deb- 
orah, his  wife,  George  Bowne  and  sons,  Robert  and  Joseph, 
Jonathan  Nickerson  and  Polly,  his  wife,  Amos  Wood  and 
Phoebe,  his  wife.  Daniel  Foster  and  wife,  Nathaniel  Varney 
and  wife,  Aaron  Wing  and  Deborah,  his  wife.  The  church 
building  was  erected  in  1 S 1 1 by  Peter  Platt,  and  was  30  by 
41  feet  in  size.  with  gallery,  and  cost  about  81000. 

The  first  pastor  was  Joseph  Bowne,  who  remained  in 
service  about  forty  years.  Other  ministers  from  that  time 
to  the  present  were  Caleb  Boaley,  David  II.  Bennett, 
Phoebe  Ann  Weeden.  Jarvis  Rider,  and  Joseph  Bowne. 
The  present  ho. use  of  worship  is  located  about  half  a mile 
east  of  the  village  of  Morris,  and  the  present  officers  are  as 
follows : Yu u mans  and  Jabez  Collins,  overseers ; 

Walter  Cornell  clerk. 

UNION  ACADEMIC  SCHOOL. 

The  Morris  Union  Academic  school  was  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, 1 sb9.  The  fir^t  trustees  elected  were  N.  S.  Robin- 
son, 0.  K.  Crosby.  A.  S.  Avery,  W.  H.  Bunn,  James  E. 
Cooke,  S.  W.  Murdock.  II.  II.  Washbou,  B.  H.  Matteson, 
and  Walter  A.  Winn. 

The  school  opened  with  the  following  teachers,  viz. : 

Tnch.tr  r>f  11 iyher  D- pur/ incut. — Miss  Mary  Blackman. 

Teacher  of  I.ttrmediate  Department. — Celia  Hull. 

Teacher  of  Primary  Department. — Celia  Newell. 

The  board  of  trustees  as  at  present  constituted  is  as  fol- 
lows : Ib.v.  H oart  Cooke,  llev.  A.  E.  Daniels,  Isaac 
Mansfield,  D.  C.  Wiuton,  D.  J.  Laurence,  and  A.  N.  Crut- 
tenden. 


The  present  faculty  is  as  follows : 

Principal. — Sumner  Babcock. 

Assistant  Principal. — Miss  Lulu  Sanderson. 
Intermediate  Department. — Miss  Clara  Matteson. 
Primary  Department. — Julia  Whitcomb. 

TIEUNDERRAH  LODGE,  NO.  G05,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

Th  is  lodge  was  organized  by  dispensation  Feb.  8,  1800, 
with  the  following  charter  members,  viz. : James  E.  Cook, 
J.  W.  Still,  A.  S.  Avery,  W.  II.  Bunn,  S.  S.  Matteson, 
C.  W.  Fox,  E.  L.  Payne,  N.  Moore,  Buggies  Starr,  Monroe 
Wilcox.  R.  Cooley,  O.  B.  Matteson,  E.  N.  Goddard.  The 
Grand  Master  appointed  James  E.  Cooke,  W.  M. ; J.  W. 
Still,  S.  W. ; A.  S.  Avery,  J.  W.  The  officers  elected  at 
the  first  election,  and  installed  Dee.  18,  1800,  were,  J.  E. 
Cooke,  W.  M.  ; A.  S.  Avery,  S.  W. ; W.  II.  Bunn,  J. 
W. ; E.  L.  Payne,  Treas. ; S.  S.  Matteson,  Sec. ; II.  E. 
Kinnie,  S.  D. ; J.  Mott,  J.  D. ; J.  C.  Shumway,  Chaplain  ; 
J.  P.  Kenyon  aud  A..  Orsborn,  M.  of  C.,  and  D.  J.  Breese, 
Tyler. 

Masters  from  organization  to  1877 : James  E.  Cooke, 
1800  ; W.  H.  Bunn,  1807  ; H.  E.  Kinnie,  1808  and  1809  ; 
Richard  Cooley,  1S70  and  1871;  S.  S.  Matteson,  1872; 
W.  H.  Yates,  1873;  Richard  Cooley,  1874  ; James  E. 
Cooke,  1875  and  IS7G. 

Senior  Wardens  from  organization  to  1877 : A.  S.  Avery, 
1800;  H.  E.  Kinnie,  1807;  S.  S.  Matteson,  1808;  J. 
Bowne,  1SG9;  W.  W.  Shaw,  1870;  D.  L.  Johnson,  1871 
and  1872  ; W.  Id.  Gardner,  1873  and  1874;  J.  A.  Ward, 
1875  and  1S70. 

Junior  Wardens  from  organization  to  1877 : W.  II. 
Bunn,  1800  ; S.  S.  Matteson,  1807  ; Joseph  Mott,  1808 
and  1SG9;  D.  L.  Johnson,  1870;  W.  II.  Yates,  1871  and 
1872  ; Geo.  M.  Chapin,  1873  ; S.  D.  Bassett,  1874  ; G.  A. 
Yates,  1S75  aud  1870. 

The  officers  for  1877  are  James  E.  Cooke,  W.  M. ; J.  A. 
Ward,  S.  W. ; G.  A.  Yates,  J.  W. ; R.  Cooley,  Treas.  ; 
L.  I).  Bassett,  Sec. ; W.  II.  Yates,  S.  D.  ; F.  Ball,  J.  D. ; 
Geo.  Churchill,  Tyler. 

HILLINGTON  CHAPTER,  NO.  224,  R.  A.  M., 

was  organized  Feb.  29,  1808,  by  dispensation  issued  to  the 
following  brothers,  viz. : James  E.  Cooke,  Morris  Butts, 
Harvey  Gregory,  Elias  Light,  Thomas  Bassett,  O.  Potter, 
N.  Searles,  M.  Shannessy,  and  Milton  Gurney,  by  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  State,  Seymour  II.  Stone. 
James  E.  Cooke  was  appointed  II.  P.,  Morris  Butts  K., 
and  II.  G regory  Scribe. 

The  officers  installed  Feb.  12,  1809,  were  as  follows: 
R.  Cooley,  C.  II.;  II.  E.  Kinnie,  P.  S. ; S.  S.  Matteson, 
R.  A.  C. ; J.  A.  Ward,  M.  3d  V. ; Wm.  W.  Shaw,  M.  2d 
V. ; R.  II.  Lee,  M.  1st  V.;  A.  Burgess,  Tyler;  Jos.  Mott, 
T. ; J.  D.  Chafee,  Sec. 

The  present  officers,  1S77,  are  as  follows:  J.  H.  Gazlay, 
51.  E.  II.  P. ; J.  A.  Ward,  E.  K. ; L.  D.  W.  Bassett, 
E.  S. ; 11.  Cooley,  Treas.;  S.  S.  Matteson,  See.;  W.  11. 
Gardner,  C.  II.;  James  E.  Cooke,  P.  S. ; G.  C.  Peck, 
R.  A.  C. ; George  \ates,  M.  3d  V. ; D.  J.  Bresec,  M.  2d 
V. ; J.  Mott,  M.  1st  \ llev.  Hobart  Cooke,  Chaplain  ; 
Geo.  Churchill,  Tyler. 
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KIDDER  TOST,  NO.  61,  O.  A.  R. 

A post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  organ- 
ized March  29,  1872,  under  the  title  of  George  Kidder 
Post,  No.  61,  Dept,  of  N.  1 G.  A.  R. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  charter  members : P.  W. 
Mclntier,  D.  C.  Winton,  Win.  Southern,  I).  L.  Flagg, 
A.  L.  Parcelle,  Thos.  Quinby,  P.  S.  Ferine,  James  South- 
ern. 0.  A.  Edwards,  Geo.  Shell,  A.  L.  Hall,  E.  Hargrove, 
Amenzo  Goodrich,  Geo.  Edwards. 

The  first  officers  were  as  follows:  Com.,  P.  W.  Mclntier; 
S.  V.  C.,  D.  L.  Flagg;  J.  V.  C.,  Jos.  Southern;  Adjt., 
1).  C.  Winton;  Quart.-Mast.,  Orvill  Edwards;  S.  M., 
Amenzo  Goodrich  ; Q.  M.  S.,  E.  Hargrove ; 0.  D.,  Thos. 
Quinby;  0.  G.,  Geo.  Sheff. 

The  present  officers  are:  Com.,  Thos.  Quinby;  S.  Y.  C., 
Wm.  Southern;  J.  V.  C.,  0.  Edwards;  Q.  M.,  E.  Thurs- 
ton; Adjt.,  Andrew  Turner;  Chap.,  E.  R.  Joquish ; O.  I)., 
P.  W.  Mclntier;  O.  G.,  James  Hargrove. 

MORRIS  IN  TIIE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  to  fill  the  quotas  of  this  town,  copied 
from  the  record  compiled  by  George  Bergan  in  1865  : 

Stephen  II.  Bolt,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Rogt ; Aug.  4, 1802  ; in  battles  of  Cramp  ton 
Pass,  fir^t  and  second  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Chapel,  Gettysburg,  and  Fair- 
field  ; dis.  July  14,  1805. 

Robert  D.  Place,  enl.  in  Co  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  1SG2 ; dis.  Dec.  27,  1863. 

Levi  J.  Melntire,  drafted  in  1803  ; supposed  to  have  been  killed. 

Edwin  Butb-r,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Antictam  and 
Spottsylvania ; wounded;  dis.  Aug.  18C>5. 

Sunil.  II.  Bunnell,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  dis.  July  27,1865. 

El  jab  B.  Colburn,  enl.  in.  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802 ; accidentally  injured; 
• discharged. 

Geo.  Edwards,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1862  ; was  with  the  regt.  every  day 
from  enlistment  till  dis.,  July  20,  D6’>. 

Edwanl  Hargrave,  enl.  in  43d  Regt.;  re-eul.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  in 
battles  of  Wilderness,  Si*ottsyJvuniaf  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg;  taken 
prisoner;  exchanged  March  3,  1805. 

Chauucey  Kelsey,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG2;  killed  at  Boynton  Plank- 
road,  Oct.  27,  1804. 

Parlay  W.  Melntire,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4,  1862;  in  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and  Cellar  Creek;  wounded, 
lliram  Monroe,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  27, 1862;  <1  is.  31  arch  15,  1805. 
Gilbert  Olds,  enl.  in  Co.  1, I2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  5, 1802;  wounded  at  Salem  Heights. 
Jas.  Robinson,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill, 
Spottsylvania,  Po  River,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg. 

Edwin  L.  Scudder,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  1521  Regt,  Aug.  27,  1802;  dis.  July,  1S65. 

Wm.  Southern,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  wounded  at  the  Wilder- 
ness; dis.  July  27,  1805. 

James  Southern,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  20,1862;  dis.  Sept.  13, 1SG5. 

A.  Stowell,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  3,  ls02. 

Isaac  1>.  L.  Seely,  enl.  in  Cm  1,  2uth  Cav.,  Jan  1804 ; in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Laurel  Hili,  Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg;  ilis.  July  11,  ’05. 
Horace  B.  Swurtwout.  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1802. 

John  Kirkland,  enl  in  Co.  C,  I52d  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  1802;  dis.  July,  1805. 

Willard  Kirkland,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1802;  di<  d Jan.  12,  1864. 

C.  Shaw,  licut.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1802;  resigned  Mun.h,  1804. 
Lansing  Swift,  bent.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Reg  Aug.  20,  1802;  resigned. 

Francis  E.  Leonard,  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802;  resigned  Feb. 
1803. 

Clias.  if.  Risliop,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152  Regt.,  Aug.  30, 1802;  in  the  campaign  from 
the  Wilderness  to  Petersburg ; taken  prisoner  at  Petersbuig  ami  sent  to 
Andersouville  ; dis.  June  T,  1805. 

Edward  Ostrander,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Rogt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battle*  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Gettysburg,  Petersburg,  Fisher  Hill,  Silver  Creek,  und  Weldon 
Railroad;  dis.  June,  1805. 

A.  B.  lloughtnling,  enl.  in  the  1st  Art.,  Aug.  30,  1804;  dis.  Aug.  30,  1865. 

Geo.  W.  Guile,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  1.V2U  Regt.,  S**pt.  1802  ; dis.  Aug.  20,  1n>J. 

Thos.  B.  Shove,  eul.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  2,  1802;  « 1 1 - . Jan. 

Thos.  G.  Wilson,  enl  in  C.  ■.  C,  I52d  U<*gt  , s.pt.  1802;  iu  camp  ngn  from  Wi  Mer- 
it ess  to  Petersburg,  Ib-am-P  Station,  and  Deep  Bottom  ; di*.  July  2* *,  1305. 
Deloa  L.  Flagg,  enl  iu  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  ail  battles  from  Wilder- 
ness to  Petersburg  and  Lee’s  surrender;  di-o  July,  lsf«. 

Chws.  C.  Hitchcock,  cotp.,  enl.  iu  Co.  C,  l.'*2d  Regt.,  Aug  l'*>2;  tin.  t.  I *•«>'>. 


.P  Wm.  H.  Edwards,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4,  1862;  wounded  at  Sabiu's 
Church  ; dis.  May  3,  1863. 

Z.  Foote,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  4,  1862;  died  in  1863. 

i>  Collar,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Oct.  1802  ; re-enl. ; dis.  June,  1805. 

Edwin  W.  Lewi-*,  enl.  iu  Co.  I,  I2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  I,  1302;  in  all  battle*  iu  which 
the  12lst  Regt.  was  engaged  ; killed  at  Sailor’s  Creek,  April,  1805. 

John  Radley,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  I52d  Regt.,  Oct.  1802;  iu  all  battles  of  the  regt. ; 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  at  Deep  Bottom. 

Joseph  Roberts,  eul.  in  Co.  I,  12lst  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  in  battles  of  South  Moun- 
tain, second  Fredericksburg,  Petersburg,  and  Sailor’s  Creek;  wounded; 
discharged. 

Berdett  Genung,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  in  battles  of  Kap{>ahan- 
nock  Station,  Fredericksburg,  Crumpton  Pass,  Gettysburg;  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania. 

Daniel  II.  Lew  is,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Wilderness , 
Spottsyl  vania,  and  Cold  Harbor;  killed  at  Cold  Harbor. 

Richard  Frauchot,  col.  of  tho  121st  Regt.,  enl.  Aug.  30,  1802  ; resigned  Sept  25, 
1802. 

Henry  I).  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  1,121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in. battles  of  Wilderness 
and  Spottsylvania  ; wounded  ; dis.  Aug.  3,  1805. 

Leroy  A.  Hall,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt  , Aug.  1802;  through  the  campaigu  be- 
ginning at  the  Wilderness;  dis.  Feb.  4,  1865. 

Daniel  Miller,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802  ; wounded  in  baltlo  of  Cold 
Harbor,  June  22,  1804. 

Sedate  Foote,  enl.  in  Co  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and  Cold  Harbor;  dis.  July  lo,  lr»65. 

Geo.  T.  Kidder,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  killed  at  tho 
Wilderness. 

Leroy  Terry,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville,  etc.;  wounded;  dis.  June  25, 1805. 

Thomas  Quinby,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802 ; dis.  1865. 

Henry  W.  Rogers,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Dec.  22,  1803;  in  battles  of  Wilderness 
and  Petersburg;  died  in  Andersonville  prison,  Sept.  1864. 

Nathan  A.  Lull,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1302. 

Geu.  D.xon,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802  ; in  battles  of  Fredericksburg 
and  Antietam  ; dia.  in  1805. 

Andrew  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152(1  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG2;  was  [probably]  with  tho 
regt.  during  its  campaigns ; taken  pris. ; discharged. 

Andrew  Turner,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Aug  31,  1804;  dis.  June  28, 1865. 

Lew  is  Lindsley,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  ltegt.,  in  Sept.  1862;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  and  North  Anna;  wounded;  discharged. 

Stanley  G.  Sergeant,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  27,  1802;  was  in  all  battles 
of  the  regt.,  commencing  at  the  Wilderness  ; wounded  ; taken  prisoner  and 
supposed  to  have  died  in  Salisbury,  Feb.  23,  1805. 

Julius  H.  Tracy,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG2 ; killed  at  Salem  Church, 
May  3, 1863. 

Cbftuncey  Colton,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802 ; killed  ui  Wilder- 
ness, May  0, 1S04. 

Wm.  Hargrave,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt , Sept.  1802  ; dis.  in  1864. 

Amos  Atwell,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  iu  Aug.  1862;  in  tho  campaign  from 
Wilderness  to  Petersburg. 

B.  L.  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1S61 ; in  all  battles  in  which  tho 
regt.  was  engaged  ; dis.  1865. 

Wesley  Moftitt,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  G9ti»  Regt.,  Aug.  12,  1864;  in  all  battles  of  the  regt. 

John  Babcock,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  16,  1802  ; in  battle  of  2d 
Fredericksburg. 

Jay  llancroit,  enl.  in  Co.  Iv,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1862;  killed  at  Winchester, 
Sept.  19,  1864. 

Murray  Tallman,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  dis.  1863. 

Geo.  W.  Hall,  eul.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  29,  1802;  dis.  Aug.  29,  1865. 

William  D.  Adams, enl.  in  Co.  II,  8th  Cav.;  killed  at  Beverly’s  Ford, June,  1863. 

Egbert  Harris,  eul.  in  Co.  A,  14th  Regt.,  April,  1801  ; iti  buttles  of  Hanover  O -urt- 
1 louse,  2d  Bull  Run,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville;  dis.  May  21.  1815. 

Albert  Becker,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  14th  Regt.,  April,  1301 ; in  sixteen  battles;  dis. 
June  14,  18GJ. 

William  L.  Lawrence,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  14th  Regt.,  Sept.  1861;  in  several  battles. 

Peter  A.  Becker,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  14th  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1801  ; wounded. 

Peter  S.  Perine,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  1 2 1 s t Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  1st  and  2d  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  etc.;  dis. 
in  1805. 

Samuel  G.  Parcell,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Oct.  1S62;  in  all  battles  of  regt.; 
died  June  28,  1804. 

Ini  A.  Davis,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  1862 ; died  July,  1863. 

Nelson  Camp,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802. 

Clias.  Camp,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  died  in  the  service. 

Hiram  Camp,  enlisted  in  Co.  I,  I2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  1362  ;di$. 
j C.  Tyler,  enl.  iu  Co.  B,  11 4th  ltegt.,  Aug.  1862  ; iu  battles  of  Poit  Hudson,  Birk- 
lun  l,  Pleasant  Hill;  wounded;  d s.  1805. 

A.  L.  Manchester,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  I52d  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  died  in  sen  ice. 

William  Bassett,  eul.  in  the  I2lst  Regt.,  1862;  surg. ; dis.  Sept.  3,  l>'  2. 

James  A.  Mill*  r,  enl.  in  Co.  (’,  152d  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1>62 ; iu  bullies  of  Wilderness, 
etc.;  di'  il  in  Ainu  r-  uvilh*. 

Anmsa  Winton,  ml.  m ('•>.  1,  121st  ltegt.,  Aug.  1862;  in  buttles  of  South 
taiu,  clc. ; dis.  M . ch,  1»>:  .. 

Francis  C.  Shuto,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  I52d  Regt.,  Sept.  Is02;  dis.  1801. 

I Abel  Curd,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152*1  Regt.,  Sept.  13*’2  ; iu  batlb  s *.f  W.bleriiess,  Sj.ott- 
si  1 vania,  Cold  Haibor,  Petersburg;  died  in  Audet souviUe. 
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JL&a  N.  Danieln,  onl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802;  in  buttles  of  Wilderness, 
vuniit,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Petersburg;  taken  prisoner;  dia.  Juno  29, 

1-do. 

W.  Jackson,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1802;  killed  at  Win- 
chester, Sept.  19,  18<>4. 

5y>-ster  C.  Sergeant,  eul.  in  Co.  R,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Port 
Hudson,  Pleasant  Hi  1,  and  Winchester  ; dis.  June  8,  18C5. 

Potter,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  butties  of  Slnrpsburg, 
An Ue uni,  Fredericksburg, and  Salem  Church;  wounded;  discharged. 

Poniel  0.  Winton,  enl.  in  the  51st  ltegt..  Sept.  1801;  in  buttles  of  Roanoke 
island,  Newborn,  N.  C. ; discharged  and  re-enlisted. 

Joseph  U.  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  1802. 

Fenton,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Ait.,  Sept.  1802;  discharged  and  re-enlisted. 

Triads  M.  Rotch  ; Col.  R<dch,  a resident  of  the  town  of  Morris,  was  on  Gov. 
Morgan  s ntatf,  and  a record  of  his  services  and  death  may  be  found  among 
the  records  of  commissioned  officers  in  Albany. 

James  Hargrave,  onl.  in  Co.  C,  4Jd  Regt.,  July,  1861 ; discharged  and  re-en- 
LLated. 

W.  Kenyon,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  l>t  Art.,  Sept.  1802;  dis.  in  1862. 

Albert  Parcel  1,  enl.  iu  Co.  E,  89th  Regt.,  Sept.  2d,  1801;  in  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  An  tic  turn,  Fredericksburg,  Sutlolk,  Morris  Island,  Petersburg, 
aud  Richmond. 

Xtivanl  Stevenson,  enl.  in  Co. — , 152d  Regt.,  Jan.  18, 1804 ; in  battles  of  Wil- 
derness, Laurel  Hill,  Spottsy  1 vania,  and  North  Anna;  dis.  Aug.  22,  1804. 

Cuuk.  W.  Stevenson,  eul.  iu  Co.  C,  I52d  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1802;  dis.  July  13,  1865. 

A.  ert  E.  Sweet,  enl.  iu  Co.  I,  2Uth  Cav.,  Sept.  13,  1804  ; dis.  1865. 

’ft  _:.un  Green,  eul.  iu  2d  Art.,  Jan.  1804  ; taken  prisoner  at  Reams’  Station, 
and  died  iu  Salisbury  prison. 

William  Dixon,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt. ; iu  battle  of  Wilderness ; dis.  in  1805. 

Sea.  F.  Genung,  enl.  iu  Co.  B,  114th  Regt.,  Jau.  19,  1804  ; in  eighteen  battles  ; 
dis.  iu  1865. 

Hmry  Knox,  eul.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  16,  1804;  discharged. 

A.  L.  Goodrich,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  170th  Regt.,  1802;  killed  July  27,  1803. 

Samuel  Kenton,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1602;  killed  at  second  battle  of 
Fredericksburg. 

Xd'sard  Collar,  eul.  in  Co.  D,  Gist  Regt.,  1804;  in  battles  of  Reams'  Station 
and  Fort  Steadman  ; dis.  June  5,  1805. 

Jimes  S.  Palmer,  eul.  iu  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Oct.  4,  1802;  discharged. 

A_  D.  Sergeant,  1st  lieu t. ; enl.  Sept.  19,  1802;  in  battles  of  Stoiieman’s  Raid, 
Brandy  Slut*on,  Gettysburg,  Shcridau’s  Raids,  Salem  Church,  Cold  Harbor, 
Five  Forks,  and  Appomattox;  dis.  July  14,  1805. 

K.  "ini  V.  Talbot,  enl.  iu  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Oct.  24,  1802  ; dis.  Feb  0,  1SG5. 

W i.iiu  11.  Perk*ns,  enl.  iu  Co.  A,  1st  Art.,  Sept.  1864;  dis.  1865. 

Ax."  - u A.  Parcel  1,  eul.  iu  Co.  G,  176ih  Regt.,  Nov.  1802;  died  iu  the  service. 

W.  Bailey,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  147th  Regt.,  Sept.  1803;  iu  battle  of  Laurel 
Hill. 

vh.«?.  U.  Tiilson,  onl.  in  the  2d  Art.,  Sept.  1801. 

J.  Saw  tel  I,  enl.  in  Co.  R,  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of  Port  Hudson, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Bisiuud,  Winchester,  Salem  Cross-Roads,  and  New  Market; 
dis.  in  180-4. 

La  Church,  enl.  iu  Co.  R,  114th  ltegt.,  Aug.  7,  1802;  dis.  in  1805. 

I»*gar  Reddiugtou,  eul.  in  Co.  C,  114th  Regt.,  Sept.  1804 ; iu  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek. 

feoorge  Reeves,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Jan.  1804;  iubattleof  the  Wilderness; 
taken  prisoner,  and  reported  to  have  died  iu  Audoraonville  prison. 

lyoLiU  A.  Rurr,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  llili  Cav.,  Nov.  23,  1801;  dis.  iu  1^05. 

Traxy  a.  Sergeant,  enl.  in  lutli  Cav.,  Sept.  1802;  in  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
Gettysburg,  etc.;  dis.  iu  1805.  , 

JLieibert  Eldred,  eul.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1802 ; in  several  battles; 
tukeii  prisoner,  and  died  at  Andersonville. 

7uiej  Kelsey,  enl.  iu  (Jo.  C,  152d  ltegt.,  Jau.  1804;  reported  dead. 

W _.^un  Mambeio,  enl.  iu  C'o.  F,  lltih  ltegt.,  Aug.  9,  1802;  wounded,  and  dis. 
iu  1863. 

an  S.  Scudder,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  2Uth  Cav.,  in  Sept.  1803;  died  in  the  service. 

iu^.neLt  Webster,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.,  Jan.  15,  1804  ; dis.  iu  1804. 

x-'iu  McC'urg,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  21  Ait.,  Jan.  4,  1804;  in  several  battles ; dis.  iu 
1 8(55. 

la  via  A.  Wing,  eul.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art,  Dec.  31,  18G3;  in  battles  of  Spottsy Iva- 
a a,  N<>rih  and  South  Anna  Rivers,  Cold  Harbor,  uud  Petersburg;  dis,  in 

1 84*5. 

.Thurston,  enl  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1802  ; d.s.  in  1805. 

2u  va.  Vw.  Pearsall,  enl.  iu  C'o.  E,  2d  Art.,  Juu.  14,  1804  ; in  battles  of  the 
W ibleriiess, Spottsy lvuniu,  and  Cold  Harbor;  wouuded  at  Colil  LLirbor,uud 

died. 

2L*r*h.xll  Sergeant,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  22d  Cav.,  Jan.  23,  1804 ; in  battles  of  the  Wil- 
1 rness,  Mni thth  Id,  Winchester,  Front  Royal,  Milford, Way  m-sbuig,  Fisher's 
Dill,  and  Cedar  Creek. 

2.  3.  ILiuimniid,  eul.  iu  Co.  (.',  152d  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1802. 

*•**;.  > G- oil  rich,  enl.  iu  Co.  (',  I52d  ltegt.,  iu  Sept.  1862;  dis.  in  1804. 
r P.  Kinney,  enl.  iu  Co.  C,  152d  Regt,  iu  Oct.  1802. 

a.  a K nney,  eul.  iu  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  Jau.  19,  1864;  mortally  Wounded  at 

Id  llurlor. 

a-  ks  tarbusli,  onl.  in  Co.  C,  147th  Regt.,  in  J * * I y , 1863;  in  battles  of  Crump- 
ton s Pass,  Mine  Run,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Church,  etc.;  wounded  at 
M teller's  Run,  and  discharged. 

? -i»:r..  k Phillips,  enl.  iu  Co.  i :,  20th  C.  I.,  in  Jan.  1804  ; in  battles  ol  Blair's 
Landing  and  John's  L-lun<J  : dis.  in  l8i>o. 


William  Titus,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  20th  C.  I.,  in  Jan.  1804 ; in  battles  of  Blair's  Land- 
ing and  John’s  Island  ; dis.  in  1805. 

Richard  Harris,  enl.  iu  the  114th  Regt. 

Christopher  Tohey,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1862. 

P.  W.  Parker,  enl.  in  the  art  llery  in  Feb.  1804. 

Edward  Grafton,  enl.  in  t lie  152d  Regt.  in  Sept.  1802. 

Erastus  Broeflie,  enl.  in  the  2d  Art.  in  Dec.  1863. 

Caleb  Hnnl. 

Leonard  Place,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  152d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1862. 

Henry  Stock  well. 

Geo.  Davis,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt. 

The  two  following  enlisted  in  the  navy  : German  Weedun,  in  Aug.  1861; 

in  engagements  at  Fort  Fi-her,  etc.;  dis.  iu  1805. 

Chas.  S.  Kenyon,  enl.  iu  1804;  dis.,  iu  couseipicuce  of  sickness,  in  Jan.  1665 
and  died  iu  the  following  April. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


JUDGE  PASCAL  FRANCHOT 

was  born  March  JO,  1774,  in  the  Department  de  la  Haute 
Marne,  Canton  de  Sainte  D :zier,  Commune  de  Chamouilly, 
and  married  for  his  first  wife  Miss  Catherine  Hansen,  of 
Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  and  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Deborah 
Hansen,  both  of  whom  were  daughters  of  Derrick  Hansen. 
Ilis  family  consisted  of  ten  children, — three  sons  and  seven 


daughters,  viz.:  Miss  Julia  A.  Franehot,  resides  in  the 
village  of  Morris.  Helen,  married  Yolkert  De  Peyster 
Douw,  of  Albany.  Joanna  married  Ilenry  R.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, of  Morris.  Francis  G.,  married  A.  C.  Powell,  of 
Syracuse.  Meta  married  Robert  Wells,  of  Riverton,  N.  J. 
Miss  Antoinette  and  Charles  F.,  reside  in  Svracuse.  Louis 
Franehot,  deceased  : his  widow  resides  in  the  village  of  Mor- 
ris. Marie  Augu>ta,  in  Canandaigua.  Richard  Franehot, 
deceased ; his  widow  resides  in  Schenectady.  N.  Y. 

Richard,  son  of  Pascal  Franehot,  was  horn  in  Morris,  in 
lSlti;  was  a leading  citizen  of  the  county.  He  In ’d  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  was  for  several  years 
president  ol  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  raihuad. 
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lu  1SG0  ho  wxs  elected  to  congress,  and  in  18G2  he  was 
, sde  colonel  of  the  121st  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.  He 
rwards  resigned  his  commission  to  Colonel  Upton,  of  the 
^-•uhr  army,  and,  after  serving  out  his  term  of  office,  re- 
Bj./vcd  his  residence  to  Schenectady. 

He  w.is  chiefly  instrumental  in  establishing  the  cotton 
tnd  woolen  factories  at  Morris,  and  did  much  to  advance 
general  interests  of  the  town.  He  died  in  Schenectady, 
Nov.  22,  1875. 

Further  particulars  of  the  life  of  Judge  Franchot  will 
be  found  in  reminiscences  written  by  himself,  and  published 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


EDSON  "WHEELER. 

Edson  Wheeler  was  born  in  Butternuts, — now  Morris, — 
July  5,  1822.  He  has  always  lived  on  the  farm  where  he 
was  born.  July  12,  1819,  he  was  married  to  Sophrona  E. 
Newton,  who  was  born  in  Butternuts,  Nov.  8,  1827.  Her 
parents  were  Daniel  Newton  and  Polly  Bishop,  who  were 
born  aud  always  lived  in  Butternuts. 

Nichols  II.,  the  father  of  Edson  Wheeler,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  Sept.  15,  1783,  emigrated  to  this  town  in 
1S08,  and  was  married  to  Martha  P.  Burns,  of  Ilartwick, 
on  Dec.  30,  1813.  The  mother  of  Martha  P.  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  at  Cherry  Valley.  The  grand- 
mother, being  uuable  to  travel,  was  killed  before  her  daugh- 
ter’s eyes. 

Nichols  II.  Wheeler,  soon  after  his  marriage,  seeing  the 
necessity  of  defending  his  country's  rights,  enlisted  as  first 
sergeant  iu  the  War  of  1S12-14,  served  to  its  close,  and 
was  honorably  discharged ; after  which  he  lived  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  E.  Wheeler  until  Aug.  1G,  1S18, 
when  he  died,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Stephen  Wheeler,  the  father  of  Nichols  II.,  and  grand- 
father of  Edson,  came,  with  bis  family,  from  Danbury, 
Conn.,  to  this  town  about  1808.  He  served  his  country 
all  througli  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  in  1815  died,  aged 
fifty-nine.  II is  wife  was  Jcrusha  Hawley,  daughter  of  one 
Captain  Hawley,  of  Connecticut. 

Thus,  Edson  Wheeler,  being  descended  from  a line  of  his 
country’s  defenders,  feels  firm  in  the  faith  that  union  is 
strength,  and  that  our  rights  should  be  preserved,  our 
uuiou  strengthened,  our  rulers  given  due  reverence,  and 
our  laws  enforced,  education  encouraged,  and  our  country’s 
best  good  looked  after  in  every  respect. 

In  1SG2  he  became  connected  with  the  Baptist  church 
in  South  New  Berlin.  The  church  esteeming  him  worthy, 
appointed  him  one  of  its  deacons  in  1SG4,  which  position 
he  has  since  held,  earnestly  desirous  of  the  prosperity  of 
all  thiugs  pertaining  to  the  interest  of  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Lord  and  his  Christ. 

Iu  the  family  of  Edson  M heeler  there  have  been  four 
children.  The  oldest,  Nichols  II.,  at  the  time  of  this 
writing,,  is  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  is  an  architect  and 
builder,  and  settled  at  Moberly,  Mo.  lie  was  married,  iu 
the  fall  of  1877,  to  Miss  Leona  Ward. 

The  second,  Linn  E.,  is  twenty-one  years  old,  and  a stu- 
dent iu  Madison  university,  with  the  ministry  in  view. 
The  third,  an  only  daughter,  was  bora  Jan.  8,  1858.  She 


was  married,  Oct.  5,  187G,  to  Rev.  I.  J.  Bailey,  then  of 
Mount  Upton,  Chenango  county,  and  died  Aug.  22,  1877. 
A rare  and  noble  Christian  woman,  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her,  and  adorned  with  all  the  radiant  virtues  of  true 
womanly  and  Christian  character. 

The  fourth  and  last  child,  John  F.,  is  ten  years  of  age, 
and  the  only  one  at  home. 


DEACON  JOSEPH  LULL 

came  to  the  town  of  Butternuts  (now  town  of  Morris),  Ot- 
sego  County,  with  his  father  and  family  previous  to  the 
Revolutionary  war,  in  1773,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  when 
the  town  embraced  but  two  or  three  families.  Three  years 
after  he  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Knapp. 
They  were  the  first  couple  married  here,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  by  a justice  appointed  by  the  few  inhabitants  to 
manage  their  affairs  in  the  little  colony.  They  built  the 
first  house  to  entitle  a settler  to  his  land.  In  1778  they 
were  obliged,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  to  leave  their 
home.  Mrs.  Lull  carried  two  children  in  her  lap,  on  horse- 
back, to  Dutchess  county,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  where  they  resided  five  years  and  a half,  during 
which  time  Deacon  Lull  experienced  religion.  After  his 
return  the  family  maintained  the  worship  of  God  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  generally  at  the  house  of  the  deacon,  until 
June  1,  1793,  when  the  few  professors  met  at  his  house  to 
propose  articles  to  form  the  (now)  first  church  of  Butter- 
nuts. On  the  2Sth  of  August  following,  when  the  church 
was  constituted,  he  was  baptized  by  Elder  Joseph  Craw,  of 
Greenfield,  Saratoga  county.  Nov.  12,  179S,  he  was  chosen 
deacon,  which  place  he  honorably  and  satisfactorily  filled 
forty-two  years.  During  the  two  last  years  of  his  life  he 
was  deprived  from  attending  meeting  by  reason  of  his  in- 
firmity, but  ever  exhorted  his  brethren  to  persevere,  as  the 
reward  was  sure  at  the  end  of  the  race. 

He  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children,  fifteen  of  whom 
lived  to  adult  age  and  married.  The  oldest  was  sixty- 
three  the  day  the  father  died.  Twelve  of  them,  iu  answer 
to  fervent  prayer,  and  the  example  of  pious  parents,  have 
made  a profession  of  Christian  religion  ; nine  united  with 
the  church.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  this  family,  “As  for 
me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.”  Four  of  the 
children  were  called  home  by  death  previous  to  their  father's 
decease. 

Deacon  Lull  left  a pious,  godly  widow,  whose  society  he 
had  enjoyed  iu  the  sanctuary  aud  family  circle  for  sixty- 
four  years,  and  eleven  children  and  ninety-nine  grandchil- 
dren to  mourn  his  loss.  In  him  the  church  lost  one  of  its 
most  exemplary  members,  and  society  one  of  its  most  bcuevo- 
lent  citizens. 

MRS.  MARTHA  LULL, 

daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Knapp,  was  born  at  Nine 
Partners  in  17G2.  Her  earliest  years  were  passed  with  few 
advantages  save  those  afforded  under  the  parental  roof. 
The  facilities  for  education  in  those  days  were  few;  hence 
her  attention  until  her  eleventh  year  was  chiefly  confined 
to  the  ways  and  arts  of  domestic  life,  which  necessity  as 
well  as  the  customs  of  the  age  made  of  an  intricate  and 
arduous  nature. 
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In  1773,  removing  with  her  parents  from  the  place  of 
her  hirth  into  a dreary  wilderness,  uninhabited  except  by 
savages  and  wild  beasts,  she  was  not  unfroquontly  called 
from  the  performance  of  household  duties  to  participate  in 
the  severe  toils  of  the  fields  and  forest.  She  on  several  oc- 
casions had  her  nerve  tested  in  an  exceedingly  trying  manner 
by  being  attacked  by  wild  beasts  and  savages,  a brief  men- 
tion of  which  we  give.  Early  in  the  spring  of  177.)  she 
employed  herself  in  the  sugar-bush,  where  on  one  occasion 
she  was  obliged  to  remain  until  midnight,  and  while  engaged 
in  keeping  up  the  tire  under  four  kettles  she  heard  a fierce 
howl,  which  betokened  the  near  approach  of  hungry  wolves. 
She  immediately  returned  it,  at  the  same  time  swinging  fire- 
brands in  defiance  of  their  attack.  This  ingenious  device 
was  attended  with  success. 

The  following  year  the  first  marriage  that  little  settlement 
had  witnessed  took  place  between  her  and  Joseph,  son  of 
Benjamin  Lull.  They  soon  after  settled  upon  a farm  about 
a mile  distant  from  their  father’s,  to  enjoy,  however,  but  a 
brief  repose.  The  Revolutionary  war,  which  began  the  year 
previous  at  Lexington,  bad  now  penetrated  the  wilderness, 
and  broken  in  upon  the  peace  and  quiet  of  those  valley 
homes.  Her  husband,  father,  and  brother  were  arrested  on 
the  charge  of  being  Tories,  and  conveyed  to  Albany  for  trial. 
Thus  left  a lonely  occupant  of  her  new  home,  she  was  in  a 
few  days  called  upon  to  defend  herself  and  property  against 
the  frequent  attacks  of  the  enemy.  She  finally,  with  her 
children,  set  out  for  her  father's  house,  where  they  arrived  in 
safety,  and  found  the  people  there  entirely  ignorant  of  what 
bad  occurred.  Restless  and  discontented  while  separated 
from  her  husband,  and  fearing  a repetition  of  the  same  alarm- 
ing scenes  through  which  she  had  just  passed,  she  desired  to 
go  to  Cherry  Valley,  from  which  place  a communication  with 
Albany  was  more  direct,  and  where  friends  and  a more 
thickly-settled  region  offered  greater  protection  to  herself 
and  little  ones.  Resolved  to  proceed  thither,  she  returned 
to  her  own  house  in  search  of  a horse  which  she  had  left 
pasturing  in  a field  ; but  the  search  was  vain.  The  Indians 
had  been  there,  killed  a hog,  and  taken  the  horse  to  carry 
off  the  pork.  Almost  despairing  of  being  able  to  accom- 
plish her  object,  she  was  now  cheered  by  the  return  of  her 
brother  from  Albany,  with  three  horses,  one  of  which  she 
obtained ; and,  with  her  sister,  she  set  out  for  Cherry  Valley, 
thirty  miles  distant,  the  path  leading  through  an  unbroken 
wilderness,  marked  trees  being  their  only  guide.  They 
rode  alternately,  carrying  three  children.  After  enduring 
many  hardships,  they  reached  their  destination  ; but  here 
another  difficulty  presented  itself, — they  were  without  pro- 
visions. On  application  to  the  colonel  commanding,  how- 
ever, they  received  an  order  on  the  commissary  for  half- 
rations  for  three  weeks,  when  Joseph,  Martha’s  husband, 
returned.  lie  had  been  found  innocent  of  the  charge 
alleged  against  him  and  released.  Hearing  that  the  Indians 
designed  an  attack  upon  the  place,  he  immediately  obtained 
a horse,  and.  with  his  family,  started  for  Dutchess  county, 
which  then  seemed  to  be  a place  of  refuge.  They  had  ad- 
vanced four  miles,  when  the  loud  report  of  fire-arms  told 
that  the  attack  had  commenced.  Congratulating  each  other 
upon  their  timely  escape  from  this  scene  of  devastation  and 
bloodshed,  they  hastened  onward,  and  reached  in  safety  the 


place  of  destination, — a distance  of  one  hundred  and  >i\iv 
miles.  There  they  remained  until  the  close  of  the  w,r. 
After  peace  was  declared  they  started  for  their  long-d, . 
sorted  home,  which  they  reached  with  great  difficulty,  aft.  r 
five  years’  exile. 

So  far,  Mrs.  Lull’s  life  had  been  one  of  continued  hard- 
ship and  adversity.  It  had,  however,  served  to  cherish  and 
develop  those  principles  which  parental  fondness  had  in- 
stilled into  her  young  mind.  Her  husband  died  in  the 
eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age — sixty-four  of  which  had  been 
passed  with  her  on  the  farm  where  they  first  settled.  Soon 
after  this  event  she  removed  with  her  son,  Jacob,  to  Louis- 
ville (now  village  of  Morris),  where  she  remained  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  June  G,  1851,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-nine  years,  retaining  her  faculties  until  the  last, 
and  relying  upon  those  sacred  promises  which  had  been  the 
comfort  of  her  declining  years.  She  died  surrounded  by 
her  kindred,  honored  by  all  who  bore  her  name,  and  pro- 
nounced blessed  by  all  who  knew  the  extent  and  unvarying 
character  of  her  example. 


HON.  JACOB  K.  LULL, 

son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Lull,  was  born  Sept.  12,  1704, 
he  being  the  tenth  child  of  a family  of  sixteen  children. 
When  he  was  seventeen  years  old  he  engaged  with  John  P. 
Bowers,  of  Hudson,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  tan- 
ner's and  currier’s  trade.  He  remained  with  him  two  years, 
when  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Bowers  making  a change  in 
his  business  he  left,  and  about  a year  after  resumed  his 
trade  with  Willard  C’aughey,  of  Butternuts.  He  remained 
with  him  something  over  three  years,  when  he  rented  a 
small  tannery  and  commenced  business  for  himself.  One 
year  later  he  built  a tannery,  where  he  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness twenty-one  years,  making  in  all  twenty-seven  years'  ex- 
perience in  the  manufacture  of  leather. 

He  then  suspended  that  branch  of  his  business,  and  gave 
his  whole  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes, 
which  business  he  had  established  some  time  previous.  Mr. 
Lull  has  at  different  periods  of  his  life  been  called  to  fill 
positions  of  trust.  lu  the  fall  of  1837  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  legislature.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  as- 
semblyman he  returned  to  his  home  and  again  turned  his 
attention  to  his  former  business.  For  the  last  twenty  Years 
he  has  lived  a retired  life. 


JAMES  P.  KENYON. 

James  P.  Kenyon  was  born  in  Coopcrstown,  Feb.  2G, 
1822.  His  parents  were  of  Welsh  descent.  He  came  to 
Butternuts  (now  Morris)  when  only  five  years  old.  and 
lived  with  Samuel  Somers,  a tailor,  until  the  spring  of 
1837,  working  the  last  two  years  at  the  tailor  s trade.  He 
then  apprenticed  himself  to  Wing  & Waite,  working  at 
wagon-making. 

In  the  fall  of  1841,  when  only  nineteen  years  old.  lie 
commenced  business  for  himself.  In  1817  he  married 
Miss  l'crmelia  S.,  only  daughter  of  Sutton  Pearsall,  by 
whom  lie  had  three  children.  The  eldest,  Charles  L.,  \ol- 
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u n tee  red  in  the  defense  of  his  country  in  the  United  States 
navy,  where  he  contracted  brain-fever,  and  died  in  1605, 
aged  seventeen  years.  Mr.  Kenyon  by  industry  and  econ- 
omy acquired  a competency,  but  his  temperament  would  not 
permit  him  to  be  idle  ; and,  in  1870,  he  purchased  the 
drug-  and  grocery-store  formerly  occupied  by  R.  B.  Wing, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  still  engaged  in  that  business. 
He  was  an  indefatigable  worker:  whatever  he  undertook 
he  generally  accomplished.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being 
one  of  the  best  business  mini  in  the  place.  He  is  of  a 
social  nature  and  liberal  in  his  ideas. 


CHAPTER  LI  II. 

TOWN  OF  NEW  LISBON. 

Organization — Geographical— Geological — First  Settlers  and  their 
Locations — Early  Events — Supervisors  from  1807  to  1875— Present 
Town  Officers — -Agricultural  auil  General  Statistics — Area — Equal- 
ized and  Assessed  Valuation — Population — Churches — Military. 

Upon  the  organization  of  Otsego  County,  in  1791.  the 
territory  embraced  in  the  present  town  of  New  Lisbon 
comprised  a portion  of  the  town  of  Otsego.  In  1792  it 
was  embraced  in  the  town  of  Burlington;  in  1797  was  set 
off  from  Burlington  as  Pittsfield;  and  April  7,  1S06,  was 
organized  as  Lisbon.  It  retained  this  name  until  April  6, 
1808,  when  it  was  changed  to  its  present  name. 

It  is  an  interior  town,  lying  west  of  the  centre  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by  Ed- 
meston  and  Burlington ; on  the  east  by  Hartwick  and 
Laurens ; on  the  south  by  Laurens  and  Morris ; and  on  the 
west  by  Morris  and  Pittsfield. 

The  surface  of  New  Lisbon  presents  a varied  scene  of 
hills  and  valleys.  The  highest  summits  range  from  300  to 
500  feet  above  the  valleys. 

This  town  is  well  watered,  the  principal  streams  being 
Butteruuts  creek,  which  flows  southwest  through  the  western 
part,  and  the  west  branch  of  the  Otsego  creek,  which  takes 
a southerly  course  through  the  eastern  part.  There  are 
two  small  lakes  in  the  town, — Turtle  lake,  in  the  north- 
west part,  and  Gilbert’s  lake,  on  the  south  border,  near  the 
centre. 

The  soil  of  New  Lisbon  consists  chiefly  of  a clay  and 
slaty  loam,  and  is  well  adapted  to  grazing.  It  is  purely  an 
agricultural  town. 

This  town  was  settled  before  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
The  first  settlements  date  back  to  1773,  when  Increase 
Thurston  and  Benjamin  Lull  and  sons  located  in  the  south- 
west part,  near  the  town  of  Morris.  Numerous  descendants 
of  Increase  Thurston  are  still  residents  of  the  town,  and 
Joel  Thurston  occupies  the  old  homestead.  The  Lulls 
were  more  closely  identified  with  the  history  of  the  town  of 
Morris,  where  numerous  representatives  of  that  honored 
name  still  reside. 

The  first  settler  in  the  vicinity  of  Garrattsville  was  Johu 

J I 

Garratt,  who  purchased  land  here  prior  to  the  Revolution, 
and  from  him  this  village  derived  its  name.  He  and  his 
wife  were  taken  prisoners  during  the  Revolution,  and  were 
absent  from  their  wilderness  home  seven  years.  It  is  related 


oftthem  that  they  saw  the  Indians  approaching  their  cabin, 
and  quickly  divining  the  object  of  their  visit,  Mrs.  Garratt 
seized  her  clock  and  silverware  and  fled  out  of  the  rear 
door,  concealing  the  silver  under  an  inverted  pig-trough, 
while  the  clock  was  thrown  hastily  under  the  garden  fence. 
After  an  absence  of  seven  years  they  returned  to  their 
home,  to  find  their  clearings  covered  with  underbrush  and 
a rank  growth  of  weeds  about  their  doors ; hut  there  under 
the  pig  trough  was  found  the  silver,  and  down  by  the 
garden  fence  the  old  clock. 

Others  of  the  pioneers  were  driven  away  during  the 
Revolution,  their  buildings  burned,  and  their  crops  de- 
stroyed. A haystack  belonging  to  the  Thurstons  was  set 
on  fire  by  the  Indians  and  burned  over  on  the  outside,  and 
upon  the  return  of  the  settlers  at  the  close  of  the  war  the 
inside  of  the  stack  was  found  to  be  in  a good  state  of 
preservation. 

William,  brother  of  John  Garratt,  was  the  pioneer  mer- 
chant. His  store  was  located  at  Garrattsville. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  were  Hughey  Marks,  Wil- 
liam Pierce,  O.  Park,  S.  W.  Park,  and  John  Johnson. 

Elnathan  Noble  was  one  of  the  pioneers  who  located  in 
the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  where  the  village  of  Nobles- 
ville  is  located,  from  whom  it  derived  its  name.  Georire  I. 
Peck,  Esq.,  a descendant  of  Elnathan  Noble,  resides  at 
Noblcsville. 

John  S.  Stetson,  familiarly  known  as  Deacon  Stetson, 
was  an  early  settler  in  the  locality  known  as  Stetsonville. 
Joseph  Baldwin  was  also  a pioneer  in  this  locality. 

Many  citizens  of  New  England  left  the  comforts  and 
conveniences  of  their  eastern  homes  and  sought  an  abode 
in  these  forests  in  what  was  known  in  about  1800,  and 
prior  thereto,  as  way  out  west  in  Otsego  County.  They 
came  bringing  with  them  the  energy,  industry,  and  char- 
acter of  the  sons  of  New  England,  and  have  left  their  im- 
print upon  their  posterity.  Prominent  among  this  number 
was  Captain  Joseph  Peek,  who  early  settled  at  Noblcsville, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  lie  was,  during  a lung 
period,  a successful  merchant  there,  and  eminently  respected 
and  esteemed.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  his  town  and  county,  and  represented  the  Sec- 
ond assembly  district  in  the  legislature.  He  was  also 
supervisor  of  this  town  thirteen  consecutive  years.  Three 
children  are  living.  A daughter  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
son  of  Hon.  Harmon  Bennett,  and  resides  in  New  Jersey. 
Martha  and  George  I.  Peck  reside  in  the  town.  George  I. 
is  a merchant  at  Noblcsville,  where  he  has  been  in  business 
many  years  as  the  successor  of  his  father  and  David  M. 
Hard. 

Linus  N.  Chapin,  a surveyor,  settled  iu  the  vicinity  of 
Noblcsville  in  1S12,  and  still  resides  here.  A family  named 
Smith  were  also  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity. 

Joseph  Neff,  father  of  Joseph  Neff  who  now  resides  at 
Garrattsville,  was  an  early  emigrant  from  Connecticut  to 
this  county,  and  settled  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Burling- 
ton, where  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  a celebrated  violinist, 
and  many  of  the  old,  r citizens  of  0:si  go  remember  " Fid  Her 
Neff,  as  ho  was  commonly  called,  in  connection  with  the 
dances,  “ paring  bees,”  etc.,  of"  ye  olden  time.’  Hi-  violin, 
now  over  olio  hundred  years  old,  is  in  the  possession  of  Jon  a- 
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than  R.  Neff, and  was  the  first  violin  played  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, now  Cincinnati.  Four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  living, 
the  oldest  eighty-five  and  the  youngest  sixty-five  years. 
Zora,  widow  of  Timothy  Morse,  son  of  Judge  Timothy 
Morse,  resides  ir.  the  town  of  Pittsfield,  and  has  during  the 
last  half-century  ; Joseph  Neff',  as  mentioned  above,  resides 
at  Garrattsville  ; Sophia,  widow  of  Joseph  Cone,  and  Orris, 
Samuel,  and  Abel  are  residents  of  Wisconsin  ; and  Jonathan 
W.  Neff  resides  in  this  town,  South  Garrattsville. 

An  honored  pioneer  and  prominent  citizen  was  Elias 
Cummings,  who  located  on  lauds  north  of  New  Lisbon 
Centre.  Three  sons  reside  in  the  county ; Harris  in 
Plainfield,  and  Leman  and  Moses  D.  in  this  town.  The 
latter  has  retired  from  active  business,  and  is  a resident  of 
Garrattsville. 

The  Gregorys  are  an  honored  family,  and  are  also  men- 
tioned among  the  pioneers  of  New  Lisbon.  Numerous 
representatives  of  this  family  are  residents  of  the  town. 
William  Gregory  resides  northeast  of  New  Lisbon  Centre. 

The  Pattengills  were  pioneers,  and  the  family  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  history  and  progress  of  the  town. 
Several  of  the  family  have  joined  the  ministry,  and  became 
talented  clergymen.  Numerous  representatives  of  this 
honored  family  still  reside  in  town,  among  whom  is  Hon. 
D.  F.  Pattengill,  the  present  member  of  assembly  from  the 
second  assembly  district.  He  is  a Democrat,  and  was 
elected  in  a Republican  district. 

The  Robinson- family  were  pioneers  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  on  premises  now  owned  and  occupied  by  their 
descendants.  Honorable  and  upright,  they  enjoyed  the 
respect  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Mathew  Robinson,  a worthy 
descendant,  resides  in  the  cast  part  of  the  town. 

The  Rockwells  were  prominent  pioneers,  and  did  much 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  town.  Abner  and  George 
B.  Rockwell,  descendants,  are  leading  citizens  of  the  town. 

The  locality  known  as  11  Gross  Hill”  was  early  settled  by 
a family  named  Gross.  Ellis  Gross,  now  at  an  advanced 
age,  resides  in  the  vicinity. 

Elisha  Parker,  who  resides  near  Garrattsville,  has  been  a 
resident  of  New  Lisbon  since  1802. 

A family  of  Nearings  were  early  settlers,  of  whom  Asa 
Nearing,  who  resides  south  of  Garrattsville,  is  a descendant. 

Prominent  among  the  New  England  people  who  came  to 
this  locality  were  the  Perrys.  They  ranked  among  the 
worthy  citizens  of  the  town.  The  widow  of  Noah  Perry, 
now  at  an  advanced  age,  resides  with  her  son,  James  II. 
Perry. 


county.  The  youngest  son,  Albert,  resides  in  this  town  on 
a farm  adjoining  the  old  homestead. 

Jonathan  W.  Neff,  a native  of  the  town  of  Burlington, 
has  resided  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies  nearly  forty  years. 
This  was  one  of  the  first  settled  farms  in  the  town,  and  was 
originally  owned  by  Mr.  Chaumont.  Jonathan  R..  a son 
of  Jonathan  W.  Neff,  resides  on  the  farm  with  his.  father ; 
is  at  present  justice  of  the  peace. 

James  S.  Perkins,  who  was  born  in  Windham  Co.,  Conn., 
in  1807,  has  resided  in  this  town  more  than  sixty  years, 
having  located  here  in  1S14.  His  father  was  also  a 
pioneer. 

Among  the  first  physicians. in  the  town  were  Dr.  Anson 
Tuttle,  Russell  Bard,  and  Dr.  Nash. 

Dr.  George  W.  P.  Wheeler,  who  was  born  in  1801,  and 
settled  in  this  town  in  1828,  has  been  in  active  practice 
here  more  than  half  a century,  and  although  now  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  still  pursues  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  retains  in  a remarkable  degree 
the  vigor  and  activity  of  youth. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Janies  McCollum. 

Charles  Eldrcd  opened  the  first  tavern  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  near  Stetsonville  by  Louis 
De  Villier. 

Among  other  early  settlers  than  those  mentioned  above, 
were  the  Gilberts,  Browns,  Johnsons,  Morses,  Gardner, 
Warren,  Barton,  Church,  etc. 

iYeto  Lisbon  in  1810. — This  town  is  described  as  follows 
by  Spafford  in  his  “ Gazetteer”  of  1S10  : “ New  Lisbon,  a 
post-township  of  Otsego  County,  ten  miles  southwest  of  Coop- 
erstown  and  seventy-six  west  of  Albany  ; bounded  north  by 
Edmeston,  east  by  Hartwick,  south  by  Laurens  and  But- 
ternuts, west  by  Pittsfield.  The  surface  is  broken  by  hills 
and  valleys  ; but  the  hills  are  either  arable  or  good  grazing 
lands,  and  the  gullies  are  rich  and  fertile.  It  is  well  watered 
by  springs  and  brooks,  and  has  Butternut  creek  flowing 
south  the  whole  length  of  the  town,  on  which  are  good 
mill-seats,  as  there  are  also  ou  the  main  branch  of  Otego 
creek  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  There  are  in  all  four 
or  five  grain-mills,  seven  saw-mills,  a fulling-mill,  and 
cardiug-machine.  There  is  one  Baptist  meeting-house  and 
seven  school-houses.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  farm- 
ers, and  their  household  manufactures  supply  the  most  of 
their  common  clothing.  In  1S10  the  whole  population 
was  1982,  with  1 70  senatorial  electors,  290  taxable  inhab- 
itants, and  £131,052  of  taxable  property  agreeable  to  the 


North  of  Garrattsville  one  Johnson  was  an  early  settler 
on  lands  now  owned  by  L.  I.  Rockwell.  On  this  farm  is 
located  the  Garratt  monument.  The  William  Garratt  farm 
is  now  owned  by  R.  B.  Hume. 

A prominent  settler  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  was 
James  Harris,  who  came  from  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
about  18115,  and  located  on  lands  now  owned  bv  Mr. 
Laidlaw.  The  farm  upon  which  he  settled  was  in  the 


possession  of  the  Harris  family  about  seventv-five  years. 
A son,  Ora  Harris,  came  into  the  town  with  his  father,  and 
lived  and  died  here.  A son,  Henry  T.,  is  a practicin'* 
physician  in  Laurens.  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Harris  is  a prac- 
ticing attorney  in  Cooperslown,  and  is  an  ex  judge  of  this 


assessment.” 

TIIE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  March  3,  1SU7,  at  which 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 

Supervisor. — William  Garratt. 

Town  Clerk. — Eli  Dimock. 

Assessors. — Joseph  Whitford,  Samuel  Warner,  and  Timo- 
thy Rockwell. 

Collector. — J arnes  C h u reh . 

Poor  Masters. — Joseph  Whitford  and  Stephen  Abby. 

Commissioners  of  Iliylacays. — Nathaniel  Daniels,  John 
Gregory,  and  Benjamin  Pitch. 

Constables. — James  Church,  Jr.,  and  Ira  Kinvon. 
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. Stephen  Hopkins,  C.  Gross,  Isaac  Coiu- 

i > Matthew  Robinson,  and  Stephen  Abby. 

• in^  have  served  this  town  as  supervisors  and 
fruoi  18U7  to  1S78: 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

William  Gurratt. 

Zacheus  Downer. 

*4  H 

44  44 

, si  . -•  — * •** 

u u 

44  44 



a « 

Joshua  Smith. 

f 

4 1 “ 

Zacheu?  Downer. 

n • ' ~jnm 

44  44 

John  Blood. 

44  H 

D.  S.  Downer. 

..Lemuel  Pattengill. 

44  44 

. .Cyrcuus  Noble. 

John  Blood. 

, ~ 

..Joseph  Bolkorn. 

Isaac  Fitch. 

44  44 

Solomon  Gardner. 

44  44 

Zaeheus  Downer. 

..Otis  Starkey. 

Lemuel  Pattengill. 

..Lemuel  Pattengill. 

Daniel  Picrcc_ 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

"*  

44  44 

44  44 

4 

44  44 

44  44 

..David  M.  Hard. 

44  44 

-«  ■ 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

: 

..Joseph  Peek. 

44  44 

44  <4 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

, * : r 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  (4 

, » 

44  44 

44  44 

> 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

44  44 

: - i ‘ . 

44  44 

John  S.  Pattengill. 

'44 

44  44 

M.  W.  Cummings. 

‘ 4 a 

..Benjamin  Morehouse. 

«4  44 

44  44 

it  4: 

..Fitch  Pattengill. 

44  44 

44  <4 

■ < • 

John  F.  Mather. 

.‘U  

44  44 

Fitch  Gregory. 

..John  F.  Mather. 

44  44 

..  •. 

..Fitch  Gregory. 

Theodore  White. 

: 6 : 

..  “ “ 

A.  Fuller. 

: * i 

44  44 

Theodore  White. 

)*!..,  . 

..Andrew  Gregory. 

Dewitt  C.  Davis. 

i 

...James  S.  Perkins. 

D.  Fowlston. 

..Isaac  C.  Kimball. 

Daniel  F.  Pattengill 

!■  1 

44  44 

44  44 

t 

..  George  I.  Peek. 

44  44 

: w i .... 

44  44 

44  44 

1 V 2 . * 

..Robert  B.  Hume, 

Wm.  R.  Benjamin. 

• » / * 

44  44 

Oscar  F.  White. 

• w 4 

) / , 

..George  I.  Peck. 

John  F.  Mather. 

! 

..William  M.  Doming. 

E.  A.  Nearing. 

; '4 : . 

John  F.  Mather,  Jr. 

* } 

44  44 

44  44 

..Francis  0.  Bingham. 

John  F.  Mather. 

.... 

...  “ “ 

G.  Clayton  Peck. 

- 

..Hiram  C.  Totter. 

44  44 

(4  44 

i.  . . 

..Daniel  F.  Pattengill. 

John  Iluruc. 

The  officers  for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

•^"l>rrv!sor. — llhodolphus  Alger. 

'/"i m CJcrlc. — Walter  II.  Yates. 

Justice. — Jonathan  11.  Neff,  Jr. 

( '"I’niisxioiier  of  J/iylucays. — M.  N.  Rowe. 

- ! 'sessor. — Hanson  N.  Gould. 

^ ••!h  dor. — W.  II.  Merenuss. 

On  i seer  of  the  Poor. — E.  S.  Bell. 
l"irn  Aiu/itors. — James  11.  L.  Walling,  M.  II.  Bissell, 
‘"•I  IV  W.  Gallupp. 


Constables. — Edward  Hazwell,  A.  G.  Harrington,  George 
Potter,  A.  C.  Wcstcott,  and  Chas.  W.  Utter. 

Excise  Commissioner. — Wm.  W.  Snow. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  pioneers  of  New  Lisbon  early  manifested  a deep 
interest  in  religious  affairs,  and  in  1804  was  organized  the 
first  religious  society  in  the  town, — the  Baptist  at  New  Lis- 
bon Centre.  It  was  organized  through  the  efforts  of  Elder 
S.  Gregory. 

METHODIST  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Garrattsville  was 
organized  in  1839,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  French.  Among  the 
first  members  were  Daniel  Herrington,  C.  Gross,  J.  Gross, 
A.  Gross,  and  Lyman  Briggs. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  II.  House,  B.  D. 
Whitford,  D.  Herrington,  C.  Gross,  J.  R.  Wing,  S.  Wing, 
and  J.  Gross.  Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  church 
a movement  was  started  for  the  erection  of  a house  of  wor- 
ship, and  in  1841  the  present  edifice  was  erected  at  a cost 
of  81050;  it  was  repaired  and  beautified  in  1871.  The 
first  pastor  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  having  a 
membership  of  forty  persons,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  Rev.  II.  A.  Blanchard. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : E.  D. 
Hoag,  F.  0.  Bingham,  William  Bell,  James  Perry,  R.  Ben- 
nington, and  E.  S.  Hoag. 

THE  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

The  First  Congregational  church,  located  at  Noblesville, 
was  organized  with  eleven  members,  in  April,  1805,  1 y 
Rev.  N.  Stone,  of  Connecticut,  who  became  its  first  pastor. 
A church  edifice  was  erected  at  an  early  day  at  a cost  of 
about  $1000.  It  was  repaired  in  1S61. 

This  has  in  some  respects  been  a remarkable  church,  as 
seven  or  more  of  its  members  have  become  ordained  min- 
isters, and  two  of  the  female  members  missionaries  to  for- 
eign lands. 

THE  UNITED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

This  church,  at  Garrattsville,  is  yet  but  a preaching 
station,  the  church  organization  proper  being  at  Burling- 
ton. About  six  or  seven  years  ago  the  church  edifice  was 
erected,  and  services  are  held  here  in  the  afternoon,  and  at 
Burlington  in  the  morning,  by  the  officiating  clergyman, 
Rev.  T.  A.  Scott. 

GARRATTSVILLE 

is  a pleasant  little  village,  located  in  the  northwestern  part, 
on  Butternuts  creek,  and  contains  two  churches — Metho- 
dist Episcopal  and  United  Presbyterian — and  the  following 
business  interests : 

Postmaster,  grocer,  etc.,  E.  S.  Hoag;  general  mer- 
chants, F.  Fitch,  II.  S.  Mather  A Bro.,  and  II.  L.  Brec.-e; 
hardware,  Holdredge  A Gregory  ; hotel.  J.  II.  Elliott : 
Garrattsville  mills,  G,  O.  Avery  ; wagon-maker.  W.  IIu  1 : 
blacksmiths,  O.  II.  Paine,  William  Simmons,  Laac  M right, 
Edo  in  Gaylord,  and  C'.  Beck. 
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NOBLESVILLE 

is  a hamk-t  located  in  the  southwest  part,  on  Butternuts 
creek,  and  contains  one  church,  and  has  the  following  busi- 
ness interests:  general  merchant,  G.  Clayton  Peck;  hotel, 
Martin  Gardner;  mills,  Martin  George;  blacksmith,  George 
Neff. 

New  Lisbon  is  a small  hamlet  near  the  central  part  of 
the  town.  It  has  one  church, — Baptist. 

Stetson'VILLE  is  a small  hamlet  in  the  southwestern 

part. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

New  Lisbon  has  an  area  of  21,010  acres  of  improved 
land,  5'22  woodland,  and  220  acres  other  than  the  above. 

The  cash  value  of  farms  is  81,110,055;  of  farm-build- 
ings other  than  dwellings,  8140,335;  of  stock,  8183,776; 
of  tools  and  implements,  833,431 ; cost  of  fertilizers 
bought  in  1874,  81313;  amount  of  gross  sales  from  farms 
in  1874.  8124.363  ; acres  plowed  in  1S74,  2615;  in  1875, 
2792  ; acres  in  pasture  in  1874, 12,050  ; in  1875,  1 1,SS3  ; 
acres  mown  in  1S74,  6755  ; in  1875,  6764  ; hay  produced 
in  1874.  8623  tons;  of  grass-seed  produced,  55  bushels; 
acres  of  barley  in  1874,  S ; in  1875, 12  ; bushels  produced 
in  1874.  157  ; acres  of  buckwheat  in  1874,  164  ; in  1875, 
192;  bushels  produced,  3077  ; aeresof  Indian  corn  in  1874, 
446;  in  1875,  451;  bmdiels  produced  in  1874,  14,161; 
acres  ot  oats  in  1874,  1327  ; in  1S75,  1476;  bushels  pro- 
duced, 45,589;  acres  of  spring  wheat  sown  in  1S74,  7; 
in  1875,  10  ; bushels  produced,  144  ; acres  of  winter  wheat 
sown  in  1^74,5;  in  1875,  7;  bushels  produced  in  1S74, 
89;  corn  sown  for  fodder  in  1874,  101  acres;  in  1875, 
lUO;  acres  of  beans  in  1874,  1 ; in  1875,  8 ; bushels  pro- 
duced in  1874,  17;  acres  of  peas  sown  in  1874,  3;  in 
1875,4;  bushels  produced,  32;  acres  of  hops  in  1874, 
153;  in  1?75,  205 ; pounds  of  hops  produced  in  1874, 
37,286;  acres  of  potatoes  in  1874,287;  in  1875,302; 
bushels  produced  in  1874,  33,901  ; number  of  apple-trees, 
16,383;  bushels  of  fruit  produced  in  1874,  23,ol9;  cider 
made  in  ls75.  676  barrels  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar  produced 
in  1875,  73,260;  gallons  of  syrup  made  in  1875,  811. 

In  1875  there  were  14,9i3  horses,  including  colts,  on 
farms  in  this  town ; there  were  2 mules. 

The  value  of  poultry  owned  in  1875  was  84190  ; value 
sold  in  1;74.  83s 74 ; value  of  eggs  sold  in  1874,  84587. 

There  w-.-re  1477  neat-cattle  in  the  town  in  1S75  ; aver- 
age number  of  milch  cows  in  1874,  1864;  in  1875,  1887  ; 
number  of  cattle  slaughtered  in  1874,  135  ; cows  whose 
milt  was  sent  to  factory  in  1874,  513  ; in  1875,  483  ; but- 
ter made  :n  families  iu  1874,  173,466  pounds;  cheese 
made  in  families  in  1874,  6240  pounds. 

Ihe  cumber  of  sheep  shorn  in  1874  was  2321  ; in  1875, 
2411;  w.L-kt  of  clip  in  1874,  10.527  pounds:  in  1875, 
11,493;  Lmos  raised  in  1874,  1726;  iu  1875,  1 s;’,3 ; 
sheep  s.auuh;..red  in  1'74,  169;  number  killed  by  dogs, 
23. 

The  number  of  swine  on  farms  in  1875  was  580 ; num- 
ber daum.tcftdou  farms  iu  1>7  1,  403  ; pork  made  on  farms  ' 
in  1 >7 4.  106.623  p muds. 

J/eu. — New  LL-bou  has  an  area  of  26,399  acres,  the  i 


assessed  valuation  of  which  is  8586,250  ; assessed  per  acre, 
821.79;  equalized  valuation,  8459,973. 
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RECORD. 

The  following  list  of  men  who  enlisted  from  New  Lisbon 
during  the  late  Rebellion  was  compiled  by  Capt.  William 
J.  Kellogg  and  Capt.  Lansing  B.  Paine. 

Lucius  Adams,  enl.  in  Co.  IT,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  18C2;  died  at  Fort  M arcy,  Va_, 
Feb.  G,  1863. 

Lewis  C.  Briggs,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  18G2;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher's  Run,  Burgess  Farm,  and  Reams'  Mo- 
tion ; must,  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  I860. 

David  B.  Fitch,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.Y.  Vols.,  1SG2;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams’  Station,  and  Burg-ss 
Farm  ; pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Nov.  30, 1SG4,  to  1st  lieut.,  Dec.  9,  1804;  must,  out 
with  regt.,  July  13,  1805. 

John  George,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1SG2 ; in  battles  of  Wilderness 
Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Reams’  Station,  aud  Burgess 
Farm  ; must,  out  with  regt.,  July  13,  lSGo. 

Amos  Reith,  enl.  in  Co.  H,152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1802;  dis.  1SG3. 

Hugh  W.  Lynch,  enl  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1802  ; dis.  March  5, 1803. 

Win.  R.  Patrick,  com.  as  2d  lieut.  Co.  II,  Nov.  3, 1SG2 ; res.  Jan.  30, 1863. 

Daniel  M.  Tuller,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1SG2  ; dis.  Dec.  13,  1802. 

Smith  Van  Dusen,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  152d  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1802;  killed  ia  battle  of 
Spottsylvania  Court-House,  May  12,1801. 

Hiram  Whitmarsh,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152*1  N.  Y.  Vols.,  1862  ; in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania  Court-House,  Hatcher's  Run,  and  Reams’  Station; 
must,  out  with  regt..  July  13,  1865. 

Homer  Anderson,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  8th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  1862;  died  at  Africa 
Creek,  Dec.  1862. 

Henry  Bingham,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Sth  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  1862  ; dis.  Jan.  1863. 
Chauncey  Chapin,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Sth  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  1802;  dis.  Feb.  1803. 
Ilenry  Coy,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Sth  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  1802. 

Wm.  O.  Cummings,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Sth  N.  Y.  Cav., Sept.  1802. 

Christian  Mickle,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1S64  ; must,  out  with 
regt.,  Juno  11,  18G3. 

Salmon  Johnson,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  SOth  N.  Y.  Vols..  Sept.  3,  1804;  killed  in  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1804. 

Henry  Bard,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  SOth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  Sept.  3,  1864;  killed  in  battle  of 
Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  1S64. 

Eugene  Warriner,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  3, 1SG4;  must,  out  with 
regt.,  June  11,  1865. 

Augustus  Westcott,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1SG4  ; must,  out  with 
regt.,  June  11 , 1865. 

Harvey  Harrington,  enl.  iu  Co.  C,  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Aug.  1S64;  must,  out  with 
regt.,  June  11,  1S65. 

Cortland  Till*  y,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Aug.  1S04 ; must,  out  with  regt., 
June  11,  1S05. 

The  following  men  enlisted  in  the  summer  of  1862 
from  New  Lisbon,  and  composed  part  of  Co.  K.  121st 
N.  Y.  Vols.  They  were  enlisted  by  Lieut.  A.  E.  Mather, 
of  Burlington,  and  many  of  them  became  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers  in  the  regiment  : 

Horatio  G.  Whitford,  sergt. ; killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  3,  1S63. 

James  E.  Bowe,  killed  at  Salem  Church.  May  3,  1S63. 

James  Simmons,  killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  3,  1803. 

Ransom  Ilovcy,  killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  3, 1863. 

Thomas  Emerson,  killed  at  Salmi  Church,  May  3, 1803. 

Isaac  Fit<  li,  corp. ; killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  it,  1863. 

Sidney  Stevens,  killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  l,  186  1. 

Ad<  Ibert  Babcock,  killed  at  S ib  in  Church,  May  1863. 

William  Chapin,  killed  at  Salem  Church,  May  it,  1803. 

Oney  J.  Talhut,  sergt. ; discharged. 

Edwin  D.  Pattengill,  discharged. 

Charles  Puttengill,  sngt. ; killed. 

Horatio  Duroe,  sergt. ; killed. 

Dani'  l 1).  Ja>  ks<»n,  capt.;  dis.  July  25, 1803. 

A.  Stovers,  killed  at  Wilderness,  May  5f  1864. 

Kngar  E.  Stevors,  sergt. ; discharged. 

Lansing  B.  Paine,  capt. ; dis.  July  2d,  1 81*5. 
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MRS.  G.  W.  P.  WHEELER. 


DR.  G.  W.  P.  WHEELER. 


Dr.  G.  W.  P.  Wheeler  was  born  in  Bristol  Co.,  Mass., 
Oct.  1,  1 SO  1 . At  the  age  of  two  years  he,  with  his  father 
and  family,  removed  to  Herkimer  county.  He  lived  there 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  place  he  ac- 
quired an  academical  education.  During  this  time  he 
devoted  two  years  to  mechanical  business. 

From  there  he  removed  to  Esperance,  Schoharie  county, 

and  gave  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 

* 

office  of  Dr.  Leonard.  He  then  attended  three  courses  of 
'•lectures  at  Berkshire  medical  college,  at  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
and  graduated  in  the  winter  of  1827.  He  then  established 
himself  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Halsey  Spencer,  in  Edmes- 
ton,  Otsego  County,  for  the  practice  of  medicine.  Con- 
tinued with  him  for  about  two  years,  when  he  removed  to 


Garrattsville,  Otsego  County,  where  he  has  continued  to 
practice  until  the  present  time,  and  now.  in  his  seventy- 
seventh  year,  he  is  as  active  as  most  of  the  younger 
practitioners  of  the  county,  and  has  as  large  and  profitable 
a ride. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to  Sally  Webb, 
of  Oxford,  Chenango  county,  May  3,  1S2S.  Of  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.:  Daniel  was  born  Feb.  7,  1S29 ; died  March  3. 
1831..  Charlotte  and  Nancy  were  born  Oct.  31,  1"30 ; 
Charlotte  died  April  10,  1 S3 1 . John  was  born  Oct.  12. 
1834. 

Dr.  Wheeler  is  still  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties, 
and  is  honored  and  respected  by  all. 


. 


■ 

Mr.  Ellis  Gross  was  one  of  the  earliest  inhabitants  of 
ih«'  town  of  New  Lisbon,  having  assisted  in  its  organization. 
Over  three-fourths  of  a century  aco  he  was  born  in  an 
almost  unbroken  forest.  Like  all  pioneers,  he  struggled 
■ hh  the  inconvenience  and  trials  incident  to  the  settlement 
of  a new  country.  He  has  lived  to  see  cultivated  fields 
drive  the  forest  to  swamps  and  rock-crested  hills, — to  see 
the  beautiful  farm-house,  with  its  modern  conveniences,  dot 
every  hill  and  valley  around  him;  and  to  see  villages,  one 
on  either  side  of  him,  with  their  stores,  mills,  churches, 
nhools,  and  comfortable  residences.  Mr.  Gross  maintained 
* character  for  unsullied  integrity  iti  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-men.  He  enjoyed  the  implicit  confidence  of  his 

In*  ighbors,  and  for  many  years  occupied,  by  their  suffrages, 
■ he  responsible  offices  of  the  town. 

He  represented  them  in  the  board  of  supervisors  for 
Several  years.  He  took  a deep  interest  in  the  temporal 
welfare  of  this  entire  region.  Himself  a model  farmer,  he 
'“sight  by  example  and  precept  to  induce  thrift,  good 
tw'te,  and  the  highest  success  in  that  department  of  human 

I actum.  In  connection  with  his  farming,  he  was  proprietor 

°f  a saw-mill  and  blacksmith-shop. 

( nnvell  Gross,  his  father,  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
nb'iut  17f»2,  and  came  to  Otsego  County  about  1701, 


bought  a farm  of  fifty  acres, — an  entire  wilderness, — which 
he  cleared  with  his  own  hands.  In  a few  years  he  added 
three  hundred  acres  more.  A few  years  after  this  purchase 
he  added  more,  making  enough  to  give  a small  farm  to 
each  one  of  his  children.  His  family  consisted  of  twelve 
children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters,  viz. : Jarvis.  Daniel, 
David,  Ellis,  Crowell,  Seth,  Barzell,  Priscilia,  Phebe,  Azu- 
bah,  Asenath,  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1S04,  in  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  town  of  New  Lisbon. 

He  lived  with  his  father  on  a farm  until  he  became 
twenty  years  of  age.  Tie  then  took  a farm,  which  he  man- 
aged very  successfully  for  four  years.  Then  he  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of  John  Patrick;  of  this 
union  were  born  six  children,  viz.:  Marvin,  Erasmus,  Dii- 
ason,  Orsemus,  Freeman,  Alphonso,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

The  mother  of  these  children  was  an  example  of  high 
moral  worth  and  true  womanhood  to  all  who  knew  her, 
although  obliged  to  leave  her  husband  in  his  prime  of  life. 

Mr.  Ellis  Gross  married  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Roby 
More,  widow  of  Col.  G.  W.  More. 

Mrs.  Gross  had  one  daughter  by  her  first  husband,  Hal- 
lalies  More.  She  is  the  wife  of  Dewitt  C.  Davis,  whole- 
sale merchant  in  New  York  city. 
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IIJUUKAIMIICAL  SKETCH. 

31.  D.  CU3I3IINGS 

,trs  i„  (Jarrutsville,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  July  8, 
IL»  father  was  born  Dec.  26,  1730.  His  mother 
1 ;t  1784.  Mr.  Elias  Cummings  was  mar- 

% 4fi  ^ **  ' * ' 

Lucinda  Church,  Dec.  4,  1808.  They  were 
, s',  w Hampshire,  and  came  to  Otsego  County  cjuite 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a farm 
t „ fjthcr  until  the  age  of  twenty -four.  Then  he  en- 
■ mm*  If  in  the  dry  goods  business,  and  continued  for 
. Tears.  During  this  time  he  was  married  to  Miss 
„ * daughter  of  Austin  Smith,  Sept.  30,  1885.  lie 
it  lather  of  two  children, — one  sou  and  one  daughter: 
<■:  Van  Ness,  born  Nov.  10,  1844;  died  May  25,  1845. 

rv~*a.  U»ru  Aug.  21,  1848  ; died  June  20,  1858. 

TV  mother  of  these  children  was  an  example  of  high 
a,,  worth  and  true  womanhood  to  all  who  knew  her, 
,.  i ugh  obliged  to  leave  her  husband  in  his  declining 
, She  died  Aug.  29,  1877.  Mr.  Elias  Cummings 
r.-.i  March  31,  1853,  and  his  wife  died  July  13,  1S57.  Mr. 
< ammings  is  located  in  the  village  where  he  was  born.  A 
t.rm,  r since  leaving'  the  dry  goods  business  ; was  town  clerk 
t.t  v ars.  He  is  still  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties, 
»ai  L*  honored  and  respected  by  all. 


CHAPTER  LIY. 

TOWN  OF  ONEONTA. 

‘o jaui nation  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  and 
• heir  t.ncations — Initial  Events— Incidents — The  First  Town-Meet- 
ing— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  1706  to 
157'* — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics 
— Area — Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuation — Population — Village 
of  Oneouta — Business  Interests. 

The  territory  comprised  within  the  present  boundaries 
of  Onconta  was  set  off  from  Unadilla  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1706,  as  Otego , and  was  known  by  that  name 
until  April  17,  1S30,  when  it  was  changed  to  Oneonta. 

It  is  one  of  the  southern  tier  of  towns,  and  bounded  as 
f'liows:  on  the  north  by  Laurens  and  Milford,  on  the  east 
b)  Milford  and  Delaware  county,  on  the  south  by  Delaware 
v>  u!ity,  and  on  the  west  by  Otego. 

The  Susquehanna  river  flows  through  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  dividing  it  into  two  ridges.  The  hills  in 
the  south  part  attain  an  elevation  of  five  hundred  foot 
s>>ve  the  valley.  The  centre  and  north  part  is  a hilly  up- 
h‘tid,  broken  by  the  valleys  of  the  Oneouta  creek,  Otego 
r,Vl  r,  and  several  smaller  streams.  The  soil  on  the  uplands 
1 ' gravel  and  slate,  with  a mixture  of  clay,  and  on  the 
riv,,r  it  is  a gravelly  loam. 

l’rior  to  and  during  the  Revolution  the  territory  em- 
br.ici ,[  within  the  present  town  of  Oneonta  was  traversed 
I V the  Indians,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  present  Main 
r*  *’t  in  the  village  is  located  on  a portion  of  the  old  trail 
"na  b led  from  Schoharie  fort  to  the  west.  An  interesting 
r'  'u-  "as  found  a few  years  since  near  the  lower  bridge.  It 
"as  a largo  crown  ring,  hearing  the  inscription  Georgius 


Rex;  B.  R."  This  ring  undoubtedly  was  worn  by  a 
chief  accompanying  Butler’s  Rangers,  as  the  inscription 
clearly  indicates  the  following  : George  the  Ring ; Butler  » 

Rangers." 

VIEW  OF  ONEONTA  IN  1811. 

The  following  is  a view  of  Onconta  as  it  appeared  in 
1811.  Among  the  earliest  settlers  was  James  McDonald,  who 
occupied  a house  on  the  corner  of  River  and  Main  streets, 
now  owned  by  Ephraim  Parish.  There  were  no  buildings 
between  this  point  and  the  present  location  of  the  Rock- 
well block.  On  this  site  was  the  store  of  Davis  & Stiles. 
Next  on  this  same  side  of  the  street  was  a dwelling-house 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Susquehanna  House. 
Following  this-,  and  on  the  same  lot,  standing  back  from  the 
street,  was  a house  occupied  by  Jacob  Morell.  Next  to 
this,  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  lived  Jacob  Dietz,  on 
a part  of  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  First  National  bank. 
On  the  same  lot  also  lived  a blacksmith,  William  B.  Cur- 
tis. Following  on  up  Main  street  there  were  no  buildings 
until  the  house  of  Frederick  Brown  was  reached,  which 
stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  the  late 
E.  R.  Ford.  The  next  domicile  was  that  of  John  T.  Quack  - 
enbusli,  across  the  creek,  near  the  present  residence  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Wales.  Next  came  the  tavern  of  Simeon  Walling, 
which  stood  on  premises  now  owned  by  a grandson.  J.  W. 
Walling.  Following  this  was  the  house  of  Amos  Woodin, 
on  premises  now  owned  by  Morell  Potter,  and  the  last 
building  on  this  side  of  the  street,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
present  corporation,  was  the  house  of  David  Alger,  on  lands 
now  occupied  by  John  Miller. 

The  east  side  of  Main  street  was  a steep  bank,  and  many 
years  elapsed  after  the  west  side  was  thickly  settled  lefore 
it  began  to  be  occupied.  In  1811  there  was  only  one  build- 
ing on  this  side  between  the  river  and  Oneonta  creek,  and 
that  was  a distillery  owned  by  Thomas  Swart,  and  stood 
about  opposite  the  present  residence  of  Timothy  Sabin, 
Esq.  Across  the  creek,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Deyo 
place,  was  a house  owned  and  occupied  by  Oliver  Crocker. 
There  were  hut  two  other  buildings  in  the  village,  and 
those  were  on  what  is  now  known  as  Chestnut  street  ; one 
stood  on  premises  now  owned  by  C.  P.  Huntington,  Esq., 
and  was  occupied  by  a Mr.  Newkirk,  and  the  other  was 
owned  by  Martin  Shannon,  and  was  located  on  premises 
now  occupied  by  John  Pardo. 

The  first  goods  offered  for  sale  in  the  village  was  by 
Peter  Dininey,  but  the  first  regular  merchants  were  Davis 
& Stiles,  who  opened  a store  on  the  site  of  the  Rockwell 
block. 

The  next  merchant  who  offered  his  wares  to  the  little 
settlement  was  Jacob  Dietz,  who  occupied  a building  on  the 
present  site  of  the  First  National  bank. 

Following  him,  and  the  first  one  on  the  east  side  of  the 
street,  was  Joseph  Dietz,  who  opened  a store  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  mercantile  establishment  of  N.  1.  A 
| E.  11.  Ford.  Beers  A St.  John  kept  a store  on  the  eortn-r 
of  Main  and  Maple  streets,  where  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
church  now  stands.  David  Fairchild  came  into  the  village 
about  the  year  1822,  and  opeued  a store  where  now  stands 
the  Susquehanna  House. 

E.  R.  Ford  located  in  this  place  in  about  1S25,  and  sue- 
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cecded  Beers  & St.  John,  where  he  remained  some  time, 
and  afterwards  moved  to  a location  near  James  McDonald’s, 
and  subsequently  erected  the  building  known  as  the  stone- 
store.  Mr.  Ford  was  a prominent  and  influential  citizen, 
and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  village.  lie 
served  several  years  as  supervisor  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  also  instrumental  in  organizing  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna  railroad,  of  which  he  was  a director.  He 
died  in  1872,  leaving  a widow,  Harriet,  and  the  following 
children,  all  of  whom  except  the  latter  reside  in  the  village: 
De  Witt  is  a prominent  and  active  citizen  ; Sylvester  is  a 
boot  and  shoe  merchant,  firm  of  Gildcrsleeve  & Ford; 
Clinton  C.  is  a jeweler;  E.  R.  Ford,  Jr.,  is  of  the  firm  of 
N.  I.  & E.  R.  Ford,  drugs  ; Raymoud  is  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment*  under  General  Schurz. 

The  first  attorney  that  came  to  the  embryo  village  was  a 
Mr.  Storr,  who  located  in  1S27  or  1828.  It  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  people  were  generally  peaceable,  and 
needed  but  little  assistance  from  the  Gamaliels  of  the  law, 
as  he  remained  but  two  years. 

The  next  lawyers  were  David  A.  Ainsworth  and  Samuel 
B.  Beach,  both  of  whom  removed  at  the  expiration  of 
three  or  four  years.  John  B.  Steele  also  practiced  here  a 
short  time,  and  removed  to  Kingston,  and  was  sent  to  con- 
gress, and  was  subsequently  killed  by  a horse  at  Rondout. 

Erastus  Cook  was  also  a practicing  attorney  here.  He 
removed  to  Kingston,  and  afterwards  to  New  York,  where 
he  is  now  in  practice. 

The  oldest  resident  attorney  in  the  village  is  A.  G.  Shaw. 
Next  came  L.  L.  Bundy,  General  S.  S.  Burnside,  and 
Janies  H.  and  Melville  Keyes,  all  of  whom  are  attorneys 
of  long  practice.  George  Scramling,  who  was  member  of 
assembly  in  1875,  is  also  a prominent  attorney.* 

The  first  practicing  physician  in  the  village  was  Dr. 
Joseph  Lindsley,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
1807,  and  remained  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  about  the  year  1863.  He  was  followed  by  Drs.  Kitter- 
idge,  Sylvester  Knapp,  Wm.  Knapp,  and  Samuel  II.  Case. 
Dr.  Case  was  born  in  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  in  1S08,  and  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age  graduated  at  the  Fairfield  medical 
college,  aud  iu  1S29  located  in  this  village,  where  lie  has 
since  remained  in  active  practice.* 

A pioneer  school-house  in  the  village  was  built  in  1312, 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Ford  block.  It  was  a frame 
structure  about  twenty  feet  square.  The  first  teacher  was 
one  Maxwell,  who  was  succeeded  by  a 51  r.  Waldo. 

The  pioneer  blacksmith  was  David  Alger,  whose  shop 
stood  on  the  farm  owned  by  John  Miller,  across  the  creek, 
win  iam  B.  Curtis  was  also  an  early  blacksmith,  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  store  of  Mr.  Miller. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  a rude  affair  containing  one  run 
of  stone,  was  owned  by  a Mr.  Yandcrwerkcr,  and  stood 
about  forty  rods  in  the  rear  of  the  present  mills.  This 
mill  was  subsequently  purchased  by  James  McDonald. 

Pioneer  tavern-keepers  were  Baltus  llimuiel  and  one 
Brink. 

Jeremiah  T.  Merciless,  familiarly  known  as  “ Jerry,”  Ls 


* See  paragraph  upon  business  interests  for  a further  list  of  attor- 
neys anil  physicians. 


the  oldest  native  resident  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in 
this  town,  then  Unadilla,  in  1794,  and  he  lias  reside) 
here  continuously  since.  He  is  still  active,  and  retains 
much  of  the  elasticity  of  youth.  He  has  lived  to  see  tl,.; 
dense  forests  transformed  to  fine  farming  lands  and  re-edm 
the  sound  of  the  railway  train,  and  Onconta  rise  from  a 
little  inland  hamlet  to  the  metropolis  of  Otsego  County. 

An  honored  pioneer  is  Timothy  Sabin,  who  came  from 
Pauling,  Dutchess  county,  in  1811,  aud  located  on  premi.-.  s 
now  owned  by  Delos  Yager.  He  began  mercantile  business 
in  1831,  and  for  nearly  ten  years  conducted  a large  business. 
He  has  two  sons  living,  E.  R.  Sabin,  in  the  village,  and  ('. 
B.  Sabin,  of  Galveston,  Texas.  The  latter  is  an  ex-judze 
of  the  supreme  court  of  Texas,  and  a leading  attorney,  and 
the  postmaster  in  Galveston.  Mr.  Timothy  Sabin  is  now 
past  the  Scriptural  age  of  “threescore  and  ten,”  but  still 
retains  much  of  his  youthful  vigor,  and  vividly  relates  inci- 
dents of  “ Auld  Lang  Syne.” 

An  enterprising  early  settler  in  the  village  was  William 
Angell,  who  kept  the  well-known  public-house  called  An- 
gell’s  tavern,  which  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Rockwell  block.  He  was  a public-spirited  man,  and  was 
ever  foremost  in  all  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the 
village.  He  was  instrumental  in  building  the  turnpike,  arid 
in  various  other  improvements  was  the  leading  spirit.  He 
predicted  the  present  prosperity  of  Oneonta,  and  was  ever 
sounding  its  praises.  In  the  early  days  much  strife  existed 
between  Unadilla  and  Oneonta,  and  one  day  while  sitting 
by  the  tavern  fire  holding  an  animated  discussion  with 
Sherman  Page,  of  Unadilla,  as  to  the  relative  importance  of 
the  two  places,  he  looked  out  of  the  window  at  the  east  side 
of  the  street,  which  at  that  time  was  a steep  bluff,  and  said, 
“ Page,  the  time  is  coming  when  that  whole  side  of  the 
street  will  be  built  up,”  and  closed  by  saying  that  it  was 
the  best  town  in  the  valley.  “ Yes,”  replied  Page,  “ it’s 
the  best  town  to  go  from  that  I know  of.”  John  Tanner, 
an  active  business  man,  married  a daughter  of  Mr.  Angell. 
A daughter  of  Mr.  Angell — Mrs.  Levi  Tarbor — resides  in 
Portlandville,  and  a son — Eugene — in  California. 

An  early  settler  in  the  locality  was  Jedediah  Butler,  on 
lands  now  owned  by  Delos  Yager. 

“ Oneonta  Plains,”  a pioneer  store,  was  kept  by  one 
Kyler.  It  has  since  been  occupied  as  a tavern,  and  is  now 
used  as  a dwelling. 

In  this  vicinity  Elisha  Shepherd  was  a pioneer ; two  sons 
— Erastus  and  Sanford — are  farmers  residing  in  the  town. 

Joseph  and  John  Young  were  pioneers  in  this  locality. 
The  latter  was  a tavern-keeper  on  lauds  now  owned  by  D. 
W.  Gallup. 

Jacob  Van  Wort,  and  a son,  John,  came  from  Albany 
county  in  about  1 SI  1 , and  located  on  lauds  now  owned  by 
John  M.  Kyler. 

Peter  Scramling  was  a pioneer  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Andrew  Van  Wort.  On  this  farm  was  a flourishing 
Indian  orchard. 

The  first  settler  across  the  river  going  down  was  Anthony 
Crisphell,  on  lands  now  owned  by  Harvey  Baker.  Next 
j below  was  the  location  of  John  Fritts,  where  a son,  Hiram, 
I now  resides.  Simeon  Mickle  settled  ou  premises  nowoecu- 
| pied  by  David  Orr.  A son,  William,  lives  iu  the  village. 
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ELIAKIM  R.  FORD. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Westerlo,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Nov.  9,  1797.  He  was  the  eldest  son,  in  a family  of  seven  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  of  Sylvester  Ford,  born  Nov.  8,  1770,  and  Lydia  Reed,  born 
Nov.  22,  1773,  aud  grandson  of  Jacob  Ford,  born  May  3,  174-1  (died  May 
30,  1S09),  and  Abigail  Curtiss,  born  Feb.  14,  1746;  died  Aug.  8,  1814. 

The  Ford  family  traces  its  generations  on  the  paternal  side  to  the  New 
England  States,  and  thence  to  Ireland.  On  the  maternal  side  to  early 
emigrants  from  England. 

Until  Eliakim  was  twelve  years  of  age  he  remained  at  home  on  the 
farm,  receiving  very  limited  opportunities  for  obtaining  any  education 
from  books,  but  at  that  ago  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Abijah  Reed, 
a merchant  of  Greenville,  Greene  Co.,  N.  V.  Here  he  remained  as  a clerk 
until  he  was  some  twenty-four  years  of  age.  During  these  years  he  re- 
ceived a careful  business  education,  expanded  his  natural  ability  and  tact, 
and  developed  a business  talent  and  shrewdness  not  common  among 
young  men  of  that  day.  In  the  spring  of  1S22,  leaving  his  uncle,  ho 
started  business  for  himself  in  what  is  now  Oneonta,  the  place  then 
only  containing  a very  few  houses,  and  hence  he  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  merchants  of  that  part  of  Otsego  County.  Ilia  capital  in  cash 
was  small,  but  he  was  enabled  to  borrow  as  much  more  from  his  grand- 
father with  which  to  commence  business;  yet,  what  was  of  much  more 
importance,  he  possessed  a capital  stock  of  good,  sound  common 
sense  and  practical  business  habits,  together  with  his  energy  and  will 
to  do,  gave  him  in  the  outset  rank  among  the  best  business  men  of 
his  day. 

July  24,  1823,  ho  married  M iss  Harriet,  daughter  of  Ira  Emmons  and 
Jane  Hotaling,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  a native  of 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  but  both  among  tho  early  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Davenport. 

He  commenced  business  in  a small  building  upon  tho  ground  where  tho 
Free-will  Baptist  church  now  stands.  11  is  modest  accommodations  soon 
beratne  too  small  for  his  increasing  trade,  an  1 he  removed  his  store  to  tho 
corner  of  Main  and  Chestnut  streets,  where  he  remained  six  years;  then 
to  tho  corner  of  Main  and  River  streets,  where  Harvey  Baker  now 
resides;  and  in  1 S 40  to  the  stone  store,  corner  Main  and  Broad  streets, 
where  ho  remained  until  ho  retired  from  business. 

From  the  first  his  success  was  well  assured.  Ford’s  store  became  widely 
known,  and  its  affable  and  gentlemanly  proprietor  as  widely  esteemed. 
While  as  an  active  and  successful  business  man  he  was  rapidly  accumula- 
ting a competence  for  himself,  he  never  forgot  his  responsibilities  as  a 
citizen.  Every  project  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  good  met  in  him 
a geuerous  and  hearty  response,  and  no  better  proof  of  this  can  be  adduced 
than  his  interest  in  the  construction  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna 
railroad.  From  the  commencement  he  was  one  of  its  strongest  advocates. 
He  saw  what  many  failed  to  sec, — tho  great  advantages  that  must  result 
from  tho  completion  of  such  a work.  Time  and  money  he  sacrificed  with- 
out stint,  lie  showed  his  own  faith  by  his  liberal  contributions.  But  he 
was  doomed  to  disappointment.  Difficulties  came,  followed  by  long 
years  of  anxious  waiting.  Others  faltered,  but  his  own  faith  never 
wavered.  The  time  of  success  was  sure  to  come;  and  it  did  come.  It 
was  a proud  day  lor  him  and  the  faithful  few  who  had  stood  with  him 


through  the  dark  hours,  encouraged  and  encouraging,  that  saw  th- 
pletion  of  the  grand  project,  and  one  to  which  he  hao^ devoted 
years  of  toil  and  anxious  thought.  He  stood  vindicated  before  the  w 
the  correctness  of  his  judgment  proved,  and  the  purity  of  his  r. 
shown.  Though  it  was  for  him  a day  of  triumph,  he  showed  no  sp.r  ' 
exultation;  his  bearing  was  only  that  of  one  who  feels  within  him-e  . 
consciousness  of  having  aided  in  the  accomplishment  of  a good  work. 

For  years  he  was  a principal  stockholder  in  the  Charlotte  tur:.:  v- 
company,  and  to  his  influence  and  energy  Oneonta  is  in  a great  n.  a- 
indebted  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  most  extensive  in  - 
enterprise  of  the  village  to-day, — the  Oneonta  manufacturing  comp  ■ 
works.  During  the  last  years  of  his  life  his  public  spirit  never  a'  ... 
whatever  might  concern  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  U:. 
was  especially  dear  to  him,  and  it  was  one  of  his  favorite  projv 
some  plan  might  be  devised  for  supplying  the  village  with  water. 

Characteristic  of  Mr.  Ford  were  his  social  qualities  and  his  J 
relations.  lie  was  a kind  and  obliging  neighbor  and  a warm  friend. 

Mr.  Ford  was  a man  of  strong  and  earnest  character.  He  ha  l a - 
judgment;  his  views  were  broad,  comprehensive,  and  practical,  a-., 
possessed  a deep  insight  into  the  character  and  motives  of  other-.  '■ 
business  relations  he  was  methodical  and  exact  in  his  surroundm 
the  appointments  of  his  home  everything  seemed  to  wear  the  appe  • 
of  solidity  and  endurance.  The  defects  in  his  early  education  h.t  i 
great  measure  been  overcome  by  his  own  efforts,  and  by  varied  an  i ■ v 
sive  reading  he  had  acquired  a large  stock  of  useful  knowledge.  Ic» 
were  better  informed  on  the  current  topics  of  the  day.  He  posse?--  i 
large  degree  tho  confidence  of  his  fellow-men,  and  was  cho.-cti  - • ■ • 
times  supervisor  of  the  town,  but  was  in  no  sense  a professional  [ 

Mr.  Ford  was  for  many  years  a prominent  member  of  the  1 - 
church  of  tho  village,  and  a constant  attendant  upon  its  s.-rv 
a liberal  supporter  of  all  interests  tending  to  elevate  society  and  « i 
the  rising  generation.  He  w ill  long  live  in  the  memory  of  th  - 1 

knew  him,  aud  especially  in  the  hearts  of  the  needy  poor  whom  he -le  - 
to  assist.  He  died  J uly  22,  IS7  >,  and  the  day  of  his  burial  woul  i t*,r 
been  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage. 

Mrs.  Ford  possesses  those  rare  qualities  of  sociability  and  ciiura.- 
which  make  home  attractive,  aud  however  the  world  might  tr-  » 
friends  grow  cold,  he  was  always  sure  of  true  sympathy  from  k-  ' 
a large  family  of  children  with  which  his  home  was  blest,  eight  - 
him,  and  all  are  useful  members  of  society.  Their  nann  s are 
Jane  Ella,  wife  of  E.  D.  tjaunders,  Oneonta  ; Do  M itt.  Oneonta  : 
wife  of  Timothy  Watkins,  i (in-onta ; Ellen  (died  in  in  fanes  ; II 
(deceased) ; Raymond,  enlisted  at  the  beginuing  and  was  a soldi-  r 
tho  late  rebellion,  now  a clerk  in  the  Pension  Department,  \\a-a 
D.  0.;  Sylvester,  Oneonta;  Imogcue  (deceased)  was  wit  ot 
Hopkins;  Clinton  I-h,  Oneonta;  Julia  Ada:  Eliakim  ltccd.  I’m  1 

Mrs.  Ford  is  now  in  her  seventy-third  year,  familiar  with  th  ' ■ 
changes  of  tho  county's  growth,  from  its  rude  log  cabins,  rep  i < - 
palatial  residences  of  wealth  and  grandeur,  from  a wilderness  to  a ** 
county  of  schools,  churches,  and  manufactories,  and  agricultural  ait- 
unsurpassed  in  the  State. 
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Residence  of  the  late  E.R  FORD,  Oneonta,  New  York- 
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Henry  Cons  settled  on  lands  now  owned  by  E.  B.  and  S.  S.  ' 

Kilburn. 

David  Houghtaling  located  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Daniel  Griffen.  Two  sons — Abram  A.  and  Delos — reside 
in  the  town. 

Jacob  Thayer  early  located  on  the  premises  now  owned 
by  Hanson  Gould,  and  Samuel  Carpenter  was  a pioneer 
where  David  Sibley  lives. 

Frederick  Borntwas  an  early  settler  on  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  Frederick  Bornt,  Jr.,  and  the  widow. 

One  Annitage  was  a pioneer  in  this  vicinity. 

A prominent  pioneer  was  Asel  Marvin.  Two  children 
— Asel  Marvin,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Fitch  Parish — reside  in  the 
village. 

Worthy  and  honored  pioneers  were  Solomon  and  David 
Yager,  father  and  son,  who  came  from  Rensselaer  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  in  about  1S0G,  and  located  on  lands  now  owned  by 
Peter  Yager,  on  Oueouta  creek.  The  following  are  children 
of  David,  viz. : David  J.  Yager  is  a prominent  citizen,  and 
has  held  the  office  of  supervisor,  justice  of  the  peace,  etc. 
He  is  a coal  merchant,  and  resides  in  the  village  of  Oneonta. 
A daughter — Mrs.  H.  McCall — also  resides  in  the  village, 
Henry  in  the  town,  and  John  D.  and  Juliana  Terrill  in 
Oneida  county.  Solomon  Yager  and  Mrs.  James  Jinks, 
children  of  John  S.,  are  residents  of  the  town. 

Daniel  Shepherd  was  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity,  on 
lands  now  owned  by  James  II.  Gifford.  Daniel  Peet,  a 
Quaker,  was  also  a pioneer.  Two  grandsons,  James  T. 
Peet,  a farmer,  aud  Solomon,  a mechanic,  reside  in  the 
town. 

Mr.  Gifford,  father  of  Henry,  John,  Elihu,  and  Daniel, 
settled  in  this  part  of  the  town,  on  the  premises  now  owned 
by  a son,  Henry. 

On  the  river-road,  west  of  the  village,  on  lands  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Wilcox,  one  Swarts  was  an  early  settler.  The  next 
location  was  that  of  “ old  Mr.  Hasser,”  where  William 
Edmons  lives. 

David  Sullivan  and  Elihu  Ward  were  pioneers  in  this 
vicinity.  Silas,  a son  of  the  former,  lives  in  the  village. 
J.  Richards,  father  of  Samuel  N.  Richards  and  Mrs.  E. 
Blakely,  was  an  early  settler. 

Mr.  Wolf,  father  of  Conrad  Wolf,  was  also  a pioneer. 

The  following  incident  is  related,  illustrative  of  the  cour- 
ageous girls  of  the  early  period.  A party  was  given  at  the 
house  of  Major  Seeley,  who  lived  at  North  Franklin,  Del- 
aware county,  about  four  miles  from  Mr.  Wolf's,  over  the 
mountains  on  the  bank  of  the  Ouleout.  It  was  an  un- 
usually dark  night,  and  after  the  party  had  exhausted  their 
fund  of  amusements,  and  various  wolf  and  ghost  stories 
had  been  related,  while  some  were  quaking  with  fear  as 
they  thought  of  the  journeys  to  be  made  that  night  to  their 
several  homes,  a daughter  of  Major  Seeley  astonished  them 
by  saying,  “ I wouldn’t  be  afraid  to  go  alone  over  the  moun- 
tain to  Wolf’s,  and  return.”  They  laughed  at  her  wild 
proposition,  w hen  she  immediately  started,  agreeing  to  bring 
back  an  apple  in  proof  of  her  having  made  the ’trip.  She 
dashed  into  the  forest  and  up  the  mountain,  down  the  oilier 
side  to  \Y  oil’  s,  secured  the  apple,  aud  was  met  on  her  return 
by  several  of  the  party  who,  becoming  alarmed,  had  started 
after  heiv  lest  she  might  be  chased  by  wulv.  s,  as  these  car- 
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nivorous  animals  were  making  the  night  hideous  with  their 
demoniac  yells. 

Peter  Yau  Wort  and  William  White  were  also  early  set- 
tlors in  this  vicinity.  The  first  settler  across  the  river, 
going  up,  was  Francis  Brewer. 

A pioneer  in  this  locality  was  Thomas  Merenus,  father 
of  Jeremiah  T.  Merenus  mentioned  above.  He  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to 
Canada,  and  together  with  others  confined  under  a powder 
magazine.  They  were  tunneling  out,  and  the  old  soldier 
had  fixed  a slow-match  to  blow  it  up,  but  was  betrayed  by 
a fellow-captive,  and  taken  out  aud  given  a brutal  Hogging. 
He  died  in  this  town.  George,  a brother  of  Thomas  Mere- 
nus, was  also  a pioneer  in  this  vicinity.  Francis  Brewer, 
Uriah  Adams,  George  aud  William  Swart  were  pioueers  in 
this  locality. 

Elias  Brewer,  father  of  Francis,  David,  Aaron,  Peter, 
and  Elias,  early  located  on  lands  now  owned  by  William 
Ha  ggett,  a son-in-law  of  Aaron,  who  survives.  The  next 
farm  was  owned  by  David  Brewer,  and  is  now  occupied  by 
a daughter,  Mrs.  Blanchard.  Mr.  Cous  early  located  on 
the  lands  now  owned  by  bis  granddaughters,  Mrs.  J. 
Hackett  and  Mrs.  William  D.  Brown. 

Ira  Emmons,  from  New  England,  a prominent  pioneer, 
justice  of  the  peace,  surveyor,  etc.,  located  on  the  premises 
now  owned  by  James  Slade.  A daughter,  Mrs.  E.  11.  Ford, 
resides  in  the  village. 

Major  Asa  Emmons,  of  honored  memory,  was  an  active 
pioneer,  and  owned  a carding-  and  fulling-mill.  A son, 
Carleton  Emmons,  a leading  citizen  of  the  town,  resides  at 
Emmons.  Mr.  Emmons  was  supervisor  of  Oneonta  in 
1843,  ’49,  ’52,  ’53. 

Timothy  Murphy,  the  celebrated  Indian  hunter  and  scout, 
owned  the  premises  now  occupied  by  Sherman  W.  Slade. 
One  Mickle  early  located  on  the  place  where  Mr.  Gibson 
now  lives. 

The  next  farm  beyond  Alger’s,  out  of  the  corporation, 
going  east,  was  occupied  in  1810  by  Samuel  Whitmarsh. 
A son,  Abiatha,  resides  in  the  town.  Daniel  Lee  early 
located  on  the  premises  nowT  owned  by  James  W.  Tinks, 
and  B.  Kimball  on  Jacob  Morell’s  land.  Two  sons  of  Mr. 
Kimball  reside  in  Milford. 

The  Beams  family,  consisting  of  Wilhelmus,  John, 
Nicholas,  and  their  father,  were  pioneers,  and  the  old  home- 
stead is  now  in  the  possession  of  their  descendants.  The 
father  was  a Hessian  soldier ; deserted  the  British  and  set- 
tled in  this  town. 

William  Merenus  was  an  early  settler  on  the  lands  now 
occupied  by  E.  D.  Couse.  He  and  his  wife  were  two  of 
seven  that  organized  a Dutch  Reformed  church  in  Oneonta. 
A son,  William,  lives  in  Sidney,  and  a grandson  is  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church  in  this  place. 

A pioneer  of  influence  was  James  Young,  a cousin  of 
Samuel  Young,  the  celebrated  politician.  He  kept  a popular 
public-house,  known  as  “ Young’s  tavern,”  and  built  a bridge 
across  the  river,  known  as  “ Young’s  bridge.”  The  lands 
upon  which  he  located  arc  now  owned  by  Carleton  Emm. ms, 
Esq.,  and  John  Young.  A blacksmith  named  Cutting 
lived  next  to  the  Youngs’  place.  A daughter,  Mrs.  Peter 
Winnie,  resides  in  the  town. 
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la  lie  IryalitT  now  known  as  Emmons’  Station,  Jeremiah 
S.  WC.'sg  wis  a pioneer.  Abner  Walling,  a son,  lives  in 
the  tLIit*1-  Hugh  Barr  early  settled  where  Isaac  Peters 
resides,  and  Henry  Osterhout  on  the  premises  now  owned 
by  a sea.  A.  Osterhout. 

That  portion  of  the  town  lying  between  the  Susquehanna 
and  Charlotte  rivers  remained  a wilderness  many  years  after 
the  first  settlements  were  made  in  other  portions  of  the 
town,  and  waa  known  as  the  “ Hemlocks.” 

Calvin  Eaton  was  a pioneer  on  lands  now  owned  by  Isaac 
Holmes,  and  Stafford  Potter,  a blacksmith  and  tavern- 
keeper.  where  Joseph  Tabor  lives.  A prominent  and  active 
early  settler  was  Josiah  Northrup,  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  a so n,  I.  G.  Northrup. 

Nathaniel  Niles,  a Quaker,  originally  from  Rhode  Island, 
but  lattcriy  from  Pine  Plains,  Dutchess  county,  was  a 
pioneer,  and  the  homestead  is  now  owned  by  a son,  Hanson 
Niles.  Henry  Bull,  also  a Quaker,  of  Dutchess  county, 
located  where  a son,  Joseph,  now  resides. 

Franklin  Straight,  knowrn  as  the  “ honest  man,”  was  a 
pioneer  in  this  vicinity.  He  had  a fixed  price  for  his  pro- 
duce, arid  would  take  no  more  nor  less.  A son  occupies  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead.  A Mr.  Hammond  early  settled 
on  lands  now  owned  by  A.  Hodge  and  Ray  Giles,  from 
Columbia  county,  on  premises  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
William  Niles. 

Robert  Cook,  a leading  citizen  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
was  a pioneer  on  lands  now  owned  by  Robert  S.  Cook.  A 
Mr.  Hopkins  was  an  early  settler  where  George  R.  Whit- 
man now  lives.  Rice  Cook  settled  on  lands  now  owned  by 
a son,  M m.  Cook ; and  Major  Jenks  on  lands  owned  by 
Nelson  Hoag. 

Holden  Cook,  father  of  Erastus  Cook,  a lawyer  of  New 
York,  early  settled  on  the  lands  now  owned  by  Darius 
Bowen. 

On  the  road  now  known  as  the  Charlotte  turnpike  there 
were  no  early  settlers  between  the  village  and  the  premises 
now  owned  by  John  Goey.  On  these  premises  Stoton 
Alger  and  his  sons  were  pioneers.  On  the  banks  of  the 
Otego  creek  early  settlers  were  Joseph  and  Ephraim 
Hodge;  Daniel,  Ephraim,  and  Andrew,  sons  of  Joseph, 
reside  in  the  town.  Where  Daniel  Hodge  now  lives  A. 
Van  Wort  was  a pioneer. 

A man  named  .Smith  purchased  the  land  along  the  creek 
between  the  present  location  of  Daniel  Hodge  and  the 
Laurens  line,  and  it  was  occupied  by  “squatters.” 

In  the  vicinity  known  as  Butler’s  Hill  James  Barnes 
w;ns  a pioneer.  Ferrel  Dininney  was  also  an  early  settler 
fe  this  town.  Two  sons,  Ferrel  and  John,  are  attorneys 
in  Addis*,  n.  Steuben  county. 

Prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Oneonta  is 
Colonel  William  W.  Snow,  a native  of  Franklin  Co.,  Mass., 
who  located  here  soon  after  1SJ0.  He  has  labored  zealously 
to  promo'.*;  the  welfare  of  the  village,  and  his  fellow-citizens 
have  called  him  to  occupy  many  positions  of  trust  and  re-  t 
eponsibility.  He  was  chosen  to  the  colonelcy  of  a regiment 
of  mihtia.  served  several  years  as  supervisor  of  Oneonta,  | 
elected  to  c<  n-j yr:«  in  IS  IS.  and  to  the  legislature  its  184  f 
and  1ST1'.  He  was  chosen  president  of  the  First  National  1 
bank  in  1 * 1 0,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 


Other  early  settlers  wore  Thomas  Manter,  Jedediah 
Butler,  Henry  Scramlin,  Aaron  Brink,  Frederick  Brown, 
Josiah  Peck,  and  David  J.  Evans. 

The  village  of  Oneonta , pleasantly  situated  on  a bluff 
overlooking  the  Susquehanna,  is  a flourishing  village  and 
the  metropolis  of  the  county. 

The  present  business  interests  are  as  follows : Hotels : 
Central  Hotel,  Lewis  A Allen,  proprietors;  Susquehanna 
House,  W.  M.  Potter,  proprietor;  Hathaway  House,  L. 
Hathaway,  proprietor;  Cottage  Hotel  (on  the  European 
plan),  N.  A.  Beers  A Co.,  proprietors.  Lawyers : Louis 
L.  Bundy,  Geo.  Scramling,  Janies  Keyes,  S.  S.  Bum- 
side,  James  Stewart,  Seymour  Scott,  M.  Keyes,  A.  G. 
Shaw,  C.  Wilber,  II.  D.  Nelson,  D.  M.  Campbell,  M.  F. 
Gould.  Justices:  Chauneey  Michael,  II.  D.  Nelson,  II. 

C.  Bentley.  Physicians:  S.  II.  Case,  II.  A.  Hamilton.  O. 

W.  Peck, Pratt,  Meigs  Case,  A.  D.  Reynolds,  E.  T. 

McDougal,  J.  R.  Aguine.  Dry-goods:  Tobey,  Gurney  A 
Tobey,  Mundel  Bros.,  Mandlebaum  A Pel zer,  Joseph  Price, 

L.  Goldsmith,  W.  H.  Siple.  Clothing:  Jacob  Cohn, 

Smith  A Yagel.  Gents’  furnishing  goods  and  boots  and 
shoes : W.  A.  E.  Tompkins,  Gildersleeve  A Ford.  Boots 
and  shoes : Wm.  II.  Peck,  Geo.  Kirkland.  Druggists : 
N.  I.  Ford,  E.  R.  Ford,  J.  B.  Cleveland.  Books  and  sta- 
tionery : Henry  Saunders,  W.  W.  Darhee.  Furniture  and 
undertaking:  Wm.  McCunn  A Son,  Addison  Barnes. 

Grocerymen : Geo.  Reynolds,  John  Roberts,  Burtol  A 
Reynolds,  Smith  Bros.  A Gilchrist,  Gil.  Bligh,  Patrick 
Hynes.  Baker  and  confectionery  : Thos.  Willahan.  Jew- 
elry and  fancy  goods:  C.  E.  Ford,  II.  P.  Skiuner.  agent. 
Insurance  agents : IT.  G.  Wood,  James  Camp,  J.  R. 
Kenyon.  Flour  and  feed  : Morris  Bros.,  A.  R.  Gardner. 
Meat-markets:  Bunn  A Ehle,  Couse  A Williams:  Hard- 
ware and  stoves:  W.  L.  A R.  Brown,  Moody  A Gould,  E. 

M.  Vosburgh,  L.  B.  Lennon  A Co.  Carpenters  and  build- 
ers : II.  J.  Brewer,  D.  W.  Brainard,  W.  II.  Woodin, 
Doolittle  A Petrie.  Photograph  gallery  : W.  H.  Mereness. 
Cooperage : LI.  Barnes,  Brown  A Rose,  agents.  Cigar 
manufacturers:  C.  A.  Smith  A Co.  Marble  works  : Barnes. 
Blauding  A Co.  Harness-makers : James  Carpenter.  J. 
Gregory.  Sewing-machines  : A.  G.  Strong.  Hop-dealers  : 

D.  Wilber  A Son.  Commission  merchants:  D.  31.  Miller, 

Fred.  Wilcox.  Egg-dealers:  31.  II.  Bissell.  II.  I*.  Luther. 
Oil-painting:  John  Pardoe.  Crayon  artist:  F.  Cary. 
Civil  engineers  and  surveyors : J.  R.  L.  Walling,  Owen 
Phillips.  Oneonta  variety- works : S.  Doolittle.  Coal- 
dealers:  Bissell  A Yager.  Brick-manufacturers:  Richard 
Bros.  Livery-stables : 3IcDonald  and  3Iackey,  A.  S.  31  lies. 
Foundries  and  plow-manufactories:  Stait  A Van  Duzen, 
D.  W.  Ford.  Blacksmiths:  31.  Keenan,  John  Amsden. 
Carriage-manufacturers:  A.  J.  Gates,  Shellman  A 3Iassctt, 
3Iosher  Bros.  Steam  saw- and  planing  mills : Barnes  A 
Wright.  Grist-mills:  Barnes  A Wright.  Goodyear  estate. 
Watch-repairers : Julius  Fern,  J.  W.  Adams,  C.  F.  Shu- 
man. Shoemakers:  E.  Benjamin,  *J.  D.  Stowdl, 

Hunt.  Bookbinder : D.  D.  C.  Teller.  Milliners:  Ella 
Ray.  M rs.  Wm.  Grant,  3lrs.  Cornell,  Fannie  A.  Smith. 
3Irs.  Rudsall.  Tailor:  R.  W.  .Miller.  Job  printii;-:  A. 
G Reynolds.  Barbers:  W.  A.  Lakin,  Hi.  A.  Rogers. 
Shirt-manufacturer : A.  11.  Allen.  Billiard-saloon  and 
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Lewis  & Allen,  C.  Thompson,  Nelson  Beers. 
. E.  A.  Jones,  Robert  Winn,  O.  A.  Benton, 

•rt » i.^ale  liquors:  A.  B.  Lacey,  T.  II.  Rockwell. 

Til.*  railroad-shops  are  situated  about  half  a mile  from 

f |.u«in>‘ss  portion  of  the  village.  The  main  buildings 
instructed  of  brick.  The  principal  shop  is  200  by  SO 
In  this  building  are  the  machine-shops,  under  fore- 
g.-.a  Horace  Card,  and  the  carpenter-shop,  under  foreman 
j 1L  Skinner.  The  machinery  and  workmen  are  first- 
,.»v.  which  fact  shows  the  importance  the  railroad  com- 
• ji'iV  attaches  to  these  shops.  Adjoining  the  main  building 
4fv  the  blacksmith-shop,  under  the  charge  of  Robert  Smith, 
paint-shop,  rouud-house,  and  car  repair-shop. 

Mr.  II.  Stafford,  book-keeper,  W.  II.  Brown,  time- 

, j.-r,  and  I.  D.  Bullock,  operator,  are  in  charge  of  the 
oaupany’s  office.  The  shops  are  under  the  supervision  of 
t\  A Jones,  master  mechanic,  and  with  their  sixty-horse 
j..wcr  Dickson  engine  are  enabled  to  make  some  of  the 
Bi-r.1  substantial  rolling  stock  on  the  road,  including  hand- 
*..tne  passenger-coaches.  The  land  upon  which  the  shops 
an-  built  was  given  by  the  people  of  the  village,  and  eon- 
nv't  of  a tract  of  twenty  acres.  One  hundred  men  are  em- 
ployed in  the  shops;  and  in  cases  of  extra  pressures  of 
work  twice  that  number  can  work  conveniently. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  in  “ Otogo”  was  held  April  5, 
17%,  at  the  house  of  Truman  IlarrLon,  and  the  following 
officers  were  elected,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — Butler  Gilbert. 

Tiicu  Clerk. — Jacob  Butts. 

Assessors. — Zac.  Benedict,  Samuel  Cook.  Jonathan  Tiek- 

ner. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Jonathan  Johnson,  Ezra 
Barton,  George  Scramling. 

Poor  Masters. — Job  Straight,  Samuel  Sleeper. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — Jacob  Butts,  Griffin  Craft, 
L.  Jeuks. 

Constables. — Aaron  Harrington,  Samuel  Green,  Na- 
thaniel Spencer,  William  Draper. 

Path masters. — L.  Jenks,  Martin  Bridges,  Truman  Ilar- 
ri-m,  Geo.  Putnam,  Samuel  Sleeper,  Culley  John,  James 
Thompson,  Jonathan  Weaver,  Rufus  Phelps.  Daniel  Gor- 
‘'"i,  Thomas  Kelley,  Jacob  Butts,  Rufus  Tucker,  Justus 
W hitcomb. 

l*ound  Keeper. — Ezra  Barton. 

Fence  Viewers. — P.  G.  Ellsworth,  J.  II.  Sleeper,  Ebe- 
mzer  Rice. 

At  this  town-meeting  it  was  voted  that  “ this  town  would 
give  five  pounds  for  every  grown  wolf  scalp.”  In  1801 
this  was  amended  to  read  “within  the  town,”  and  the  re- 
gard placed  at  $7. 

At  the  town-meeting  in  1S02  it  was  “ voted  that  Na- 
'hauiel  Niles,  Jr.,  be  allowed  for  liquor  got  to  raise  the 
bridge  over  the  Otego  creek,  83.25. " 

In  lsi)S  it  was  “ voted  that  85  bo  raised  for  the  purpose 
“*  erecting  stocks  in  this  town.” 

1 he  following-named  persons  have  officiated  as  supervi- 
»"'i3  and  town  clerks  from  17'JO  to  1830: 
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Jacob  I.  Cnyler. 
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Jacob  Butts. 
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M.  M.  Mantor. 
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M.  M.  Mantor. 
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Stafford  Potter. 

ISIS 

tt  it 

David  Blakely. 
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Byram  Hunt. 
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Josiah  Northrup. 
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Moses  Bundv. 

1820 

Josiah  Northrup. 

1830 

Moses  Bundy. 

The  first  town-meeting  after  the  name  of  the  town  was 
changed  was  held  at  the  house  of  Thomas  T.  Alexander, 
March  1, 1831,  at  which  the  following  officers  were  elected, 
viz. : 

Supervisor. — William  Richardson. 

Town  Clerk. — Adam  Brown. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — John  Dillingham,  Jonah  North- 
rup,  John  P.  Yager. 

Assessors. — John  Van  Wort,  John  Frits,  John  T.  Quaek- 
enbush. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Isaac  Shepherd,  A.  Mar- 
vin, William  Angel. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — George  W.  Smith,  Samuel  Car- 
penter. 

Collector. — Hiram  Shepherd. 

Constables. — Hiram  Shepherd,  David  Sullivan,  Emman- 
uel Northrup,  llobt.  S.  Cook. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — Obadiah  Gifford,  Peter  Deitz, 
Joseph  Walling. 

Inspectors  of  Schools. — Samuel  H.  Case,  Washington 
Throop,  Amos  Cook. 

Town  Sealer. — E.  R.  Ford. 

The  following  is  a list  of  supervisors  and  town  clerks  from 


1S31  to  1S7S: 

1831 

Supervisors. 

...William  Richardson. 

Town  Clerks. 
Adam  Brown. 

1832 

tt  tt 

it  a 

1833 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

1834 

...William  Angel. 

D.  A.  A.  Ensworth. 

1835 

...  “ “ 

Samuel  Betts,  Jr. 

1836 

...Samuel  Betts,  Jr. 

H'm.  S.  Fritts. 

it  it 

...William  AngclI. 

ti  a 

1839 

...  “ 44 

ti  tt 

1840 

n tt 

1S41 

...Win.  W.  Snow. 

Lafayette  Clyde. 

1812 

...Timothy  Sabin. 

Silas  Sullivan. 

1844 

U it 

1815 

...  “ “ 

“ (f 

1846 

it  ti 

John  W.  Clyde. 

1847 

...Enos  S.  Brown. 

Worthington  Wrigh 

' 


■ 


. 
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Supervisors. 

Town  Clerka. 

1818 

...John  31.  Watkins. 

Worthington  Wright. 

18  1'.) 

Andrew  <r.  Shaw. 

1850 

...Jonathan  Brewer. 

44  44 

1851 

...  I.uroan  S.  Osborn. 

David  G.  Yager. 

1852 

...Carleton  Emmons. 

(4  44 

1853 

44  4 1 

44  44 

1854 

...James  F.  Dean. 

Jacob  C.  Deitz. 

1855 

...Daniel  tl.  Yager. 

Joseph  P.  Hudson. 

1850 

...Samuel  11.  Case. 

Josiah  Farmer. 

1857 

44  4 4 

44  44 

1858 

...Harvey  Baker. 

44  44 

1850 

...Silas  Sullivan. 

L.  P.  Carpenter. 

1860 

...llosca  A.  Hamilton. 

Chns.  A.  Watkins. 

1861 

...John  Cope,  Jr. 

Delos  W.  Green. 

1862 

...Stephen  Parish. 

» 4 44 

Geo.  II.  Hammond. 

1863 

E.  W.  Hopkins. 

1804 

...John  Cope,  Jr. 

44  44 

44  *4 

1865 

N.  J.  Farmer. 

1866 

44  44 

44  44 

1867 

44  44 

Nathan  Bridges. 

1868 

44  44 

Josiah  Farmer. 

1860  

44  44 

44  44 

1870 

44  44 

44  44 

1871 

44  44 

44  44 

1872 

44  44 

Seymour  Bronson. 

...W.  W.  Snow. 

Edson  J.  Sterer. 

1874 

44  44 

44  44 

1875 

..Geo.  Seramling. 

E.  A.  Reynolds. 

1876 

..Win.  Marsh. 

H.  P.  Skinner. 

The  present  town  officers  (1877) 
Supervisor. — William  Marsh. 
Town  Clerk. — II.  P.  Skinner. 

are  as  follows : 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — C.  L.  Mickle. 

Collector. — William  II.  Mcreness. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — Morris  N.  Rowe. 

Assessor. — Anson  N.  Gould. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — E.  S.  Bell. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — F.  R.  Bornt,  E.  A.  Reynolds, 
William  Francis,  A.  E.  Hodge. 

Constables. — Ed.  Haswell,  George  Potter,  A.  G.  Har- 
rington, A.  C.  Walcott,  Charles  Utter. 

Game  Constable. — C.  M.  Smith. 

Town  Scaler. — Thomas  II.  Rockwell. 

Excise  Commissioner. — W.  W.  Snow. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  18G5  Oneonta  had  15,268  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  §719,650.  There  were 
3261  acres  of  plowed  land;  in  pasture,  6570  ; in  meadow, 
4796;  bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested,  164;  bushels  of 
winter  wheat,  290  ; bushels  of  oats,  20,053  ; bushels  of  rye, 
2633  ; bushels  of  barley,  358  ; bushels  of  buckwheat,  3527  ; 
bushels  of  Indian  corn,  13.423  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  21,038  ; 
bushels  of  peas,  60  ; bushels  of  beans,  96  ; bushels  of  tur- 
nips, 474;  pounds  of  hops,  110,979;  pounds  of  tobacco, 
70  ; bushels  of  apples,  22,077  ; barrels  of  cider,  588  ; pounds 
oPinaple  sugar,  2937  ; gallons  of  maple  molasses,  50  ; pounds 
of  butter,  138,236;  pounds  of  cheese,  2280. 

Agricultural  Statistics , 1875.— Acres  plowed,  3158; 
in  pasture,  7076;  mown,  S’S-i;  tons  of  hay  produced, 
6190;  bushels  of  barley,  78;  buckwheat,  4587;  corn, 
14,778;  oats,  37,429;  rye,  2608;  spring  wheat,  195; 
winter  wheat,  ;).>;> ; beans,  42  ; peas,  84  ; pounds  of  hops 
produced,  35,116;  bushels  of  potatoes,  40,014;  pounds 
of  butter  made,  140,905  ; cheese,  6 10. 

Area. — Oneonta  has  an  area  of  21,930  acres,  and  its 
assessed  valuation  Is  §561,625,  and  its  equalized  valuation, 
§Ut)3, l .j3. 


POPULATION. 


iron i m2  is  to ] , 

1S00 4221  1845 ].  . 

1810 2512  1 850 i 

1814 1150  1855 21,- 

1820 1410  I860 21,, 

1825 1527  I 1805 2 r- 

18110 1140  I 1870 2 .,  - 

18.15 1202  1 1875 2'.''., , 


CHAPTER  LV, 

ONEONTA— Continued. 

The  Cemeterv — First  National  Bank — Wilber  National  Bank — Mili- 
tary— Fire  Department — Oneonta  Lodge,  No.  466,  F.  and  A.  M.— 
Centennial  Lodge,  No.  447,  I.  O.  0.  F. — Pawnee  Lodge,  Knights 
of  Honor — Farmer  Post,  No.  lilt,  G.  A.  R. 

Tiie  cemetery  at  Oneonta  is  beautifully  located  on  a rise 
of  ground,  affording  a fine  view  of  the  Susquehanna  valley, 
and  art  has  vied  with  nature  in  rendering  it  pleasant  and 
attractive.  In  addition  to  the  many  costly  monuments  which 
adorn  these  grounds,  is  one  commemorative  of  those  gallant 
soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  during  the  lute  Rebellion.  This 
monument  is  about  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  surmounted 
by  an  American  eagle  with  folded  wings.  On  one  side  is  a 
raised  flag  of  stars  and  stripes  and  the  following  inscription  : 
“ Soldiers  of  Oneonta  who  lost  their  lives  in  defense  of 
their  country  against  the  great  Rebellion  of  1861.’’  It  is 
also  inscribed  with  the  following  battles  and  names  of  sol- 
diers: Battles,  “Five  Forks,”  “Gettysburg,”  “ Antietam,” 
“Wilderness,”  “Cold  Harbor,”  “Williamsburg,”  “Fair 
Oaks,”  and  “ Fisher’s  Hill.”  Soldiers,  Homer  W.  Emmons, 
James  K.  Strait,  Edwin  E.  Barnes,  Milton  Brewer,  Abel 
F.  Packard,  John  Brownell,  Elvin  D.  Farmer,  George  I. 
Spoor,  Gates  Turner,  James  Jenks,  Ezra  Jenks,  George  A. 
Winnie,  Frank  E.  Birdsall,  James  W.  Waldron,  Solomon 
Kimball,  Harrison  Strait,  Julian  Hogoboom,  Willis  Ceper- 
ley,  Elias  Alger,  Orin  Gifford,  and  Manzil  Hamil. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK. 

This  bank  was  organized  as  the  Worthington  National 
bank,  at  Cooperstown,  May  9,  1864.  On  Feb.  27,  1871, 
an  act  authorizing  a change  of  name  and  location  passed 
the  legislature,  and  on  the  25th  of  the  following  April  it 
was  removed  to  this  village,  and  became  the  “ First  National 
Bank  of  Oneonta.” 

The  first  board  of  directors  were  as  follows : John  R. 
Worthington,  Samuel  Case,  John  Cope,  Jr.,  S.  R.  Follett, 
J.  E.  Dutton,  S.  F.  Miller,  William  Wendell,  and  E.  M. 
Carver.  John  Cope,  Jr.,  was  elected  president;  S.  R. 
Follett,  vice-president;  and  E.  M.  Carver,  cashier.  Col- 
onel W.  W.  Snow  succeeded  Mr.  Cope  as  president,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1876,  and  is  the  present  president.  Mr.  Carver  was 
succeeded  by  S.  R.  Follett  as  cashier  in  1874,  and  the  lat- 
ter, in  January,  1875,  by  the  present  cashier,  Marcus  L. 
Keyes.  Capital,  §50,000.  Surplus,  §14,000. 

TIIE  WILBER  NATIONAL  BANK 

w:ls  organized  May  9,  1874,  with  the  following  board 
of  directors:  David  Wilber,  George  I.  Wilber,  11.  S. 


■ • 

' 
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CONRAD  WOLF. 


n,  «.*  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Otsego  County,  June  11,  1S02.  He  was  youngest 
i.  in  a family  of  thirteen  children,  of  Jacob  Wolf  and 
Vtrvarvl  Lepard,  the  former  a native  of  Germany,  and 
to  this  country  when  only  two  years  old  with  his 
Vbrr.  His  father  was  a Revolutionary  soldier  ; was  taken 
;r»'ner  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  Canada,  and  kept 
■ * *ii  months,  when  with  great  difficulty  he  made  his 
and  came  back  to  Fort  Plain,  where  he  joined  his 

* jijJ  children,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  ISth 
tury  came  to  Otsego  County,  and  settled  in  what  is  now 

'■•wii  of  Onconta.  Of  his  large  family  of  children, 
,v  "no  besides  the  subject  of  this  memoir  survives. 

H;.t  father  died  March  4,  1819,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

‘ • mother  died  April  1 G,  1832,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

1 nrud  spent  his  early  life  at  home,  and  subsequently 

* ! to  Oneida,  where  he  remained  a short  time,  and  at 

of  twenty  years  he  went  to  learn  the  carpenter’s 

* I joiner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  three  years; 

‘ 1 has  since,  down  to  three  years  ago,  worked  at  it,  more 

in  connection  with  his  farming,  and  at  the  age  of 
“ ‘ niy-tliree  years  built  a house,  performing  a large  part 
labor  himself. 

\t  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  married  Miss  Catharine  Van 
‘ * rt,  of  Onconta,  who  was  born  August  20,  1809.  Iler 
‘■  ■•r  was  an  early  settler  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and 


ing.  He  is  known  as  a man  of  strict  integrity  and  honesty 
of  purpose ; has  been  consistent  in  his  ways ; has  led  a 
quiet  life,  and  gained  his  “ bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.” 
It  is  this  class  of  men  that  makes  an  honest  neighorhood, 
a thriving  aud  industrious  race  of  people,  and  a represent- 
ative nation. 

Mr.  Wolf  was  long  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  latterly  has  been  an  ardent  Republican,  looking  to 
principles  aud  not  to  party.  He  was  radically  opposed  to 
human  bondage,  and,  therefore,  was  a warm  supporter  of  the 
Union  cause  during  the  nation’s  peril  in  the  late  rebellion. 

He  is  warmly  attached  to  church  interests,  and  has  been 
identified  as  a member  for  over  forty  years.  First  identified 
as  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  but  for  the  past  five 
years  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His 
wife  is  a member  of  the  same  church. 

Mr.  and  M rs.  Wolf  never  had  children  to  bestow  their 
affections  upon  and  labor  to  support ; but  have,  by  adoption, 
a daughter,  Hannah,  wife  of  Delos  Whitney,  now  residing 
in  Onconta ; and  as  the  eve  of  life  approaches  to  her 
parents  she  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a watchful  eye  and  a help- 
ing hand. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welfare  now  among  the  few  who  can  look 
back,  through  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  see  the  various 
changes,  from  the  rude  cabin  to  the  present  mansions  of 
wealth  and  grandeur;  and  who  have  built  our  schools  and 
churches,  and  laid  the  foundation  tor  coming  generations 
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, .Mlx-rt  Morris,  M.  Westcott,  D.  M.  Dibble, 
i Itardick,  William  C.  Fields,  and  S.  II.  Barnes. 
"V  and  present  offieers  are  the  same,  viz. : David 
w \r.t.  president ; William  C.  Fields,  vice-president; 

. tzv  I.  Will>er,  cashier;  and  E.  A.  Scramling,  assistant 
i Kfi  The  present  (1877)  board  of  directors  is  as  fol- 
David  Wilber,  Geo.  I.  Wilber,  Wm.  C.  Fields,  Al- 
iri’i  Morris,  Jared  Burdick,  II.  N.  Rowe,  S.  R.  Barnes, 

V |t.  Wilber,  and  A.  E.  Wilber.  Capital,  §100,000. 

••viplui*.  §10,000. 

t tnoiiita  was  incorporated  in  1848,  and  reincorporated 
,,  I "71.  The  following  have  officiated  as  presidents  of 
(V  ullage  since  its  reincorporation,  viz.:  1871,  W.  Gil- 
i-'i , 1872,  Samuel  H.  Case;  1873,  James  II.  Keyes; 
i *7  1.  Charles  E.  Bunn  ; 1875,  Anthony  White  ; 1876,  M. 

H Bisscli;  1877,  W.  W.  Suow. 

MILITARY  HISTORY. 

The  Oneonta  military  company  is  known  as  the  First 
S ] urate  Company  Infantry,  28th  Brigade,  6th  Division, 
Nitiunal  Guard,  State  of  New  York.  It  was  organized 
July  26,  1S75,  by  Capt.  Henry  G.  Wood,  and  numbers  one 
hundred  and  three  officers  and  men,  hasa  silver  cornet  band  of 
mteen  pieces  under  the  able  leadership  of  E.  M.  Parmelee, 
»nd  the  whole  is  composed  of  citizens  of  the  village  of  Oue- 
enta,  embracing  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the 
I Lu-e.  The  inspector-general  of  the  State,  at  the  last  inspec- 
tion of  the  company,  said  that  in  all  the  attributes  of  a perfect 
organization  of  the  national  guard  of  this  State,  it  had  no 
superiors,  and  but  very  few  equals.  The  men  are  armed 
with  the  most  superior  breech-loading  rifles  of  the  Reming- 
ton pattern,  and  the  company  has  a splendid  and  capacious 
armory  in  the  Stanton  opera-house,  having  a private  meet- 
ing and  reception  room,  beautifully  fitted  up  and  furnished 
by  the  private  fund  of  the  company.  They  carry  two  very 
beautiful  silk  flags  (United  States  flag  and  State  flag),  which 
w-  re  presented  to  them  by  three  hundred  ladies  of  this 
village,  as  a reward  for  their  prompt  and  unanimous  re- 
*}*onsc  to  the  call  of  the  governor  during  the  labor  riot  in 
July,  1877. 

1 he  officers  of  the  company',  and  a large  number  of  the 
rank  and  file,  served  in  the  grand  old  army  of  the  Union 
during  the  W ar  of  the  Rebellion, — Captain  Wood,  as  an 
officer  under  Generals  Custer  and  Sheridan,  iu  the  cavalry 
C'Tps,  Lieutenants  Morris  and  Ilemstrect  in  the  infantry. 
Die  company  have  a rifle-range  of  500  yards,  located  on 
the  farm  of  John  Gowcy,  Esq.,  near  the  village,  fitted  with 
iron  target,  ball-proof  butts  for  the  markers,  anti  every  con- 
venience to  insure  safety  and  perfect  shooting.  The  officers 
uf  the  company  are  Henry  G.  Wood,  captain  ; William 
11.  Morris,  first  lieutenant;  N ithan  L.  Hemstreet,  second 
lieutenant. 

THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  OF  ONEONTA 
ls  composed  of  Colonel  Snow  Steamer  Couipanv,  No.  1, 
'"th  a membership  ot  .>.>  : Lewis  Hose  Couipanv,  with  a | 
membership  of  28;  and  Oneonta  Hook-and-Ladder  Com- 
r-l»y,  No.  1,  with  a membership  of  44.  The  officers  of  the 
department  are  as  follows:  James  II.  Keyes,  chief;  A.  C. 
IxAvis,  first  assistant;  M.  II.  Gurney,  second  assistant;  D. 

J.  Auger,  secretary;  S.  J.  W.  Reynolds,  treasurer. 


The  Colonel  Snoio  Steamer  Company  was  organized 
Jan.  26,  1S76,  and  was  accepted  by  the  board  of  trustees 
February  14  following.  The  first  officers  elected  were: 
Foreman,  George  Hunter;  First  Assistant,  Walter  Scott; 
Second  Assistant,  W.  H.  Me  re  ness ; Recording  Secretary, 
C.  M.  Smith ; Financial  Secretary,  L.  S.  Emmons  ; Treas- 
urer, E.  S.  Bell  ; Engineer,  J.  D.  Prinmer;  First  Assistant 
Engineer,  J.  W.  Mann  ; Second  Assistant,  Charles  Saxton  ; 
Fireman,  Charles  Houghton.  The  present  officers  of  the 
company  are:  Foreman,  Walter  Scott;  First  Assistant, 

William  II.  Mereness;  Second  Assistant,  D.  W.  Brainard  ; 
Secretary,  Henry  Bull ; Financial  Secretary,  S.  J.  W. 
Reynolds  ; Treasurer,  E.  S.  Bell  ; Engineer,  E.  II.  Wright ; 
First  Assistant,  M.  II.  Safford  ; Second  Assistant.  Henry 
Jennings;  Fireman,  Charles  Houghton. 

Leicis  Hose  Company , No.  1,  was  organized  Feb.  14.  1"76. 
under  the  name  of  “ Centennial  Hose  Company,  No.  1,"  and 
was  accepted  by  the  board  of  trustees  February  16.  Its 
name  was  changed  to  Lewis  Hose  Company,  No.  1.  on  June 
14,  1S77,  in  honor  of  the  First  /Assistant  (chief  of  the  de- 
partment) A.  C.  Lewis.  The  first  officers  were  : Foreman, 
J.  M.  Ostrom  ; First  Assistant,  II.  E.  Bundy ; Second  As- 
sistant, Thomas  Doyle;  President,  Henry  Conant;  Vice- 
President,  C.  A.  Smith  ; Secretary,  A.  Jeffers  ; Treasurer, 
Charles  Smith.  The  present  officers  are  J.  O.  Voorhies, 
foreman;  Charles  Smith,  first  assistant;  J.  C.  Richmond, 
second  assistant ; George  Ingalls,  president ; H.  E.  Conant, 
vice-president;  G.  W.  Ostrander,  secretary;  C.  A.  Smith, 
treasurer. 

Oneonta  Hook-and-Ladder  Company , No.  1,  was  organ- 
ized Feb.  19,  1876,  and  was  accepted  by  the  board  of 
trustees  April  3,  1876.  The  first  officers  of  the  company 
were  C.  E.  Bunn,  foreman  ; A.  C.  Moody,  first  assistant ; 
Jay  McDonald,  second  assistant;  C.  S.  Carpenter,  secre- 
tary; N.  I.  Ford,  treasurer.  The  present  officers  of  the 
company  are  W.  II.  Woodin,  foreman;  A.  CL  Moody,  first 
assistant;  Jay  McDonald,  second  assistant ; O.  C.  McCrum. 
secretary  ; N.  I.  Ford,  treasurer. 

TIIE  YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION 

was  organized  June  13,  1877.  The  following  officers  were 
then  elected  : President,  O.  E.  Pratt ; Vice-President.  C.  8. 
Carpenter;  Treasurer,  II.  E.  Farmer;  Secretary,  M.  II.  C. 
Grant.  Two  meetings  are  held  weekly  : social  prayer-m ex  i- 
ting, Wednesday  evening ; prayer  and  praise  meeting,  each 
Sunday  afternoon  at  four  o’clock.  It  has  an  active  member- 
ship of  about  forty,  and  is  rapidly  growing  iu  favor. 

ONEONTA  LODGE,  NO.  466,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

This  lodge  was  organized  under  dispensation.  Jan.  S, 
1859,  with  Elias  Light,  Master;  John  F.  Perkins.  Senior 
Warden;  Robert  Scramling,  Junior  Warden ; and  worked 
under  dispensation  until  June  20,  1859,  wheu  they  re- 
ceived their  charter  for  “ Oneonta  Lodge,  No.  466,  F I 
A.  M.,”at  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  with  Elias  Light,  Ma>ter:  J a 
F.  Perkins,  Senior  Warden  ; Robert  Scramling.  Jut;.  r 
Warden.  On  June  30,  1859,  the  following  officers  were 
installed  to  their  respective  offices  by  the  officer-  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  : Elias  Light. 

Master;  John  F.  Perkins,  Senior  Warden  ; Robert  Scram- 
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ling,  Junior  Warden ; William  H.  Whitney,  Treats.;  Den- 
izen II.  Boyce,  See.  ; Lorin  R.  Boyce,  Senior  Deacon  ; El- 
liot Barnes,  Junior  Deacon  ; T.  K.  Mosher  anil  Thomas  S. 
Gault,  Stewards ; and  Edward  B.  Shove,  Tyler.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a list  of  the  charter  members  : Elias  Light,  John 
F.  Perkins,  Robert  Scramling,  Denizen  R.  Boyce,  Thomas 
S.  Gault,  Edward  B.  Shove,  Elliot  Barnes,  Lorin  R.  Boyce, 
William  H.  Whitney,  Thomson  K.  Mosher,  George  E. 
Bixby.  The  total  membership  to  the  present  time  is  203  ; 
and  the  present  membership  is  82. 

Officers  for  the  year  1S77  are  as  follows:  Frieland  C. 
Gardner,  Master;  Henry  C.  Stratford,  Senior  Warden; 
Henry  P.  Skinner,  Junior  Warden;  Reuben  Reynolds, 
Treas. ; Owen  Phillips,  Sec. ; Henry  1).  Jennings,  Senior 
Deacon;  William  Whyte,  Junior  Deacon;  Abucr  A.  Wal- 
liug,  Tyler. 

This  lodge  has  rented,  for  a term  of  years,  the  large  hall 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  Bissell  brick  block,  corner  of  Main 
and  Deitz  streets,  and  they  have  the  hall  and  rooms  neatly 
furnished,  and  the  lodge  is  entirely  out  of  debt,  with  some 
money  in  their  treasury,  and  some  outstanding  claims  due 
them.  Many  of  them  expect  soon  to  have  a chapter  lodge 
located  here.  There  are  now  many  chapter  Masons  that 
would  be  better  accommodated  at  this  place  than  any  other, 
and  many  more  Masons  who  would  embrace  the  opportunity 
to  join  the  chapter  if  it  was  conveniently  located  here.  The 
present  membership  of  this  lodge  embraces  the  very  best 
business  men  of  the  village  and  vicinity,  including  the  far- 
mer, the  mechanic,  and  the  professions ; and  although  but 
few  take  an  active  part  in  Masonry,  their  names  adorn  the 
list  of  membership. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  officers  from  the  organization  to 
the  present  time,  for  each  successive  year ; namely,  Masters, 
Senior  Wardens,  Junior  Wardeus,  and  Secretaries: 


Masters. 

Senior  Ward  eng. 

IS  39 

John  F.  Perkins. 

1S60 

William  It.  Whitney. 

1S61 

44  4 4 

Edward  B.  Shove. 

1802 

Elliot  Barnes. 

1863 

44  44 

Harvey  Gregory. 

1864 

<4  44 

Edward  B.  Shove. 

1 305 

44  it 

Seth  A.  Warner. 

1866 

Wilber  S.  Doolittle. 

1SG7 

George  F.  Bissell. 

IS  68 

Morris  N.  Elwell. 

1S6'J 

Andrew  J.  Sullivan. 

1870 

James  W.  Jenks. 

1S7 1 

“ “ 

44  44 

1872 

it  a 

44  44 

1873 

Frieland  C.  Gardner. 

1874 

Henry  D.  Jennings. 

1875 

Hcnrv  D.  Jennings. 

James  W.  Jenks. 

1876 

Henrv  D.  Jennings. 

1877 

44  44 

Henry  C.  Stratford. 

Junior  Wardens. 

Secretaries. 

i£o 

Denizen  R.  Bovee. 

1 800 

44  44 

Eilwanl  B.  Shove. 

1801 

Theodore  M.  Derby. 

1862 

E.  W.  Hopkins. 

1863 

44  44 

1864 

44  44 

l'dJj 

44  44 

1867 

44  44 

N.  C.  Moak. 

1 

44  .4 

1 860 

1 nines  W.  Jenks. 

Newton  I.  Ford. 

1-70 

W.  K.  Sherwood. 

W1 

“ “ 

Newton  I.  Ford. 

1 >72 

44  44 

44  <« 

I'::; 

Em  ill  us  A.  Reynolds. 

1874 

Lester  Emmons. 

George  F.  Bi-sell. 

ls75 

**  ** 

llenrv  C.  Stratford. 

1 '76 

, Robert  Smith. 

Owen  Phillips. 

1877 

44  »4 

CENTENNIAL  LODGE,  NO.  447,  I.  0.  O.  V., 

was  instituted  - May  9,  187G,  by  the  following  c!rir.  - 
members  and  officers:  E.  S.  Bell,  Noble  Grand;  ('.  \ a 
devoort,  Vice-Grand;  T.  Lee  Dawson,  Sec.;  Hcnrv  »' 
Smith,  Treas.  ; Lewis  Vrooman,  Warden  ; A.  D.  IV.^  > 
Permanent  Sec. 

Elective  officers  for  the  present  term  (1877):  T.  L>. 
Dawson,  Noble  Grand ; Ilcnry  C.  Smith,  Vice-Gnu. 1 
Lewis  Vrooman,  Sec. ; Charles  Smith,  Treas.  Present 
number  of  members  thirty. 

PAWNEE  LODOE,  KNIGHTS  OF  IIONOR, 

was  instituted  Oct.  18,  1S77,  with  the  following  charter 
members  : A.  D.  Dimmick,  II.  C.  Smith,  C.  L.  Vandcvoort, 
M.  D.  Safford,  J.  II.  Ostrander.  J.  Lovett,  C.  E.  Cun  i.  r, 
E.  Smith,  R.  S.  Adgate,  0.  W.  Peck,  M.D.,  W.  II.  Ilidcr, 
W.  II.  Mereness,  C.  A.  Jones. 

The  officers  are  as  follows:  0.  W.  Peck,  Dictator;  11. 
C.  Smith,  Vice-Dictator ; J.  II.  Ostrander,  Treas. ; R.  S. 
Adgate,  Reporter ; W.  H.  Ilider,  Financial  Reporter. 

ELYIN  D.  FARMER  POST,  NO.  119,  G.  A.  R. 

This  post  was  organized  June  26,  1871,  by  M.  A.  New- 
man, of  Watrous  post,  No.  30,  of  Binghamton,  assistant 
inspector-general  of  the  fourteenth  district,  assisted  by 
Post  Department  Commander  John  C.  Robinson,  of  Bing- 
hamton. The  post  was  named  in  honor  of  Elvin  D. 
Farmer  (a  son  of  the  late  Josiah  Farmer),  who  is  supposed 
to  have  died  in  Andersonville  prison.  The  following  were 
the  charter  members  of  the  post : R.  L.  Fox,  James  Roberts, 
Heury  Wickham,  Z.  H.  Sloat,  C.  W.  Bixby,  J.  F.  Newell, 
Jr.,  Wm.  Spaulding,  M.  Keenan,  Geo.  W.  Reynolds,  Geo. 
Reynolds,  Meigs  Case,  A.  R.  Watkins,  E.  G.  Bixby,  J. 
Mosher,  0.  Waldron,  A.  A.  Walling.  Nathan  Graves,  W. 
H.  Peck,  G.  S.  Mallory,  A.  J.  Sullivan. 

The  following  officers  were  installed  at  the  organization  : 
R.  L.  Fox,  Commander;  J.  Roberts,  S.  V.  Com.;  Henry 
Wickham,  J.  V.  Com. ; Z.  H.  Sloat,  Adjutant ; C.  V . 
Bixby,  Officec  of  the  Day;  John  F.  Newell,  Jr.,  Officer 
of  the  Guard  ; Wm.  Spaulding,  Q.  M. ; Geo.  W.  Reynolds, 
Chaplain;  Meigs  Case,  Surgeon.  R.  L.  Fox  continued 
Commander  up  to  Jan.  8,  1878,  and  Wm.  Spaulding  has 
continued  Quartermaster  since  the  organization. 

The  present  officers  are  E.  G.  Bixby,  Com.  ; J.  C.  In- 
galls, S.  V.  C. ; A.  R.  Allen,  J.  V.  C. ; Addison  Barnes, 
Adjutant;  Wm.  Spaulding,  Q.  M. ; E.  T.  Farmer,  Chap- 
lain  ; O.  A.  Benton,  Officer  of  the  Day ; John  Watson, 
Officer  of  the  Guard  ; P.  C.  Gilchrist,  Surgeon  ; L.  Carroll, 
Sentinel. 

Council  of  Administration. — P.  C.  Gilchrist,  J.  W. 
Southard,  E.  T.  Farmer,  J.  Chamberlain,  E.  Driggs. 

Employment  and  Relief  Committee. — A.  R.  Allen, 
0.  A.  Benton,  G.  M.  Watson,  A.  M.  Barnes,  T.  Carroll. 

Delegates  to  State  Encampment. — E.  A.  Reynolds ; 
alternate,  II.  L.  Fox. 

The  post  had  a membership  of  twenty  when  organized. 
It  has  mustered  since  that  time  fifty-eight,  and  has  lost 
two  by  death,  two  by  transfer,  one  by  honorable  discharge, 
and  filly-three  by  removal  and  other  causes,  leaving  ;t  mem- 
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SOLON  HUNTINGTON. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  horn  in  Harwington,  Conn.,  Jan. 
15,  1812.  He  was  second  child  in  a family  of  nine  children  (three 
sons,  Solon,  Collis  P.,  and  Joseph,  and  six  daughters,  Mary, 
Rhoda,  Thebe,  Elizabeth,  Susan,  and  Ellen  M.)  of  William  Hunt- 
ington and  Elizabeth  Vincent.  The  former  was  a son  of  Joseph 
Huntington,  and  a native  of  Harwington,  and  a lineal  descendant 
from  a family  of  that  name  who  emigrated  from  England  and 
were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  State.  The  latter 
wa3  a native  of  Martha’s  Vineyard,  born  at  Edgartown. 

His  father  was  a clothier  by  occupation,  and  in  fair  circum- 
stances for  those  days,  and  gave  his  children  not  only  favorable 
opportunities  for  an  education,  but  also  gave  them  what  is  of 
intrinsic  value  in  making  up  the  life  of  every  man  and  woman, 
— habits  of  industry,  economy,  and  frugality. 

Mr.  Huntington  spent  his  time  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age 
at  home,  and  at  that  age  struck  out  into  the  busy  world  for  himself. 
Purchased  the  balance  of  his  time,  during  his  minority,  of  his 
father  for  $300,  and  for  the  first  two  years  thereafter  worked  on 
a farm  ; and  the  balance  of  the  time  for  the  next  ten  years,  and, 
until  about  the  year  1839,  followed  peddling,  first  as  agent,  but 
afterwards  for  himself,  and  during  these  years  accumulated  a suffi- 
cient competence  to  place  him  on  a plane  with  the  business  men  of 
the  day.  In  this  business  he  had  also  so  enlarged  his  natural 
business  capacity,  shrewdness,  and  tact,  as  to  enable  him  to  feel 
safe  in  opening  a permanent  general  mercantile  business. 

June  2,  1840,  he  married  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  I)r.  Henry 
Saunders  and  Sally  Edwards,  of  the  town. of  Bullston,  Saratoga 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a native  of  Salem,  N\  H.,  us  also  was 
her  grandfather,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father and  grandmother  were  natives  of  East  Hampton,  L.  I. 
She  was  fourth  child  in  the  family  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  she  being  born  Aug.  10,  1821. 

Soon  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  Huntington  and  his  wife  came  to 
Oneonta,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he,  the  next  year,  bought  a 
farm  adjoining  the  village,  and  the  same  year,  1811,  built  a stono 
store  on  Main  street  and  opened  a general  trade  with  goods  to  suit 
tho  village  and  country.  This  business,  together  with  his  farming, 
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he  carried  on  until  about  the  year  1850,  a part  of  the  time  having 
his  brother,  C.  P.  Huntington,  as  a partner.  To  his  first  purchase 
of  GO  acres  of  land  he  has  since  added  some  1700  acres,  located  in 
this  and  other  counties,  and  some  in  other  States.  Mr  Hunting- 
ton,  for  a time,  while  carrying  on  mercantile  business  in  Oneonta, 
also  with  his  brother,  C.  P.  Huntington,  carried  on  mercantile 
operations  in  Sacramento  City,  Cal. 

He  has  contributed  to  the  village  several  buildings,  and  for  some 
ten  years  carried  on  the  carriage  business.  Since  18G0,  aside  from 
his  carriage  interest,  his  time  has  been  devoted  mostly  to  building 
and  improving  upon  his  lots  located  on  his  first  purchase,  which 
has  now  largely  became  a part  of  the  village  corporation. 

Mr.  Huntington’s  life  has  been  one  of  constant  activity  and  self- 
reliance,  and  that  indefatigable  perseverance  and  will  to  do, 
coupled  with  consideration,  judicious  management  in  all  his  busi- 
ness relations,  and  a far-seeing  sagacity,  has  placed  him  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  the  business  men  of  Otsego  County. 

He  has  led  a quiet  life  so  far  as  politics  are  a part  of  his  career. 
Was  first  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  being  opposed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  slavery  and  the  extension  of  it  in  free  territory,  became  a 
member  of  that  party,  always  regarding  tho  right  of  suflrage  a 
boon  conferred  upon  every  American  citizen. 

While  Mr.  Huntington  has  been  prosperous  and  successful  in 
business  relations,  he  has  remembered  and  been  a contributor  to  the 
local  interests  of  church  and  school  in  his  vicinity,  and  all  en- 
terprises for  the  advancement  of  good  society. 

Mrs.  Huntington,  at  or  about  the  time  of  her  marriage,  united 
with  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  has  since  remained  a steadfast 
member  of  the  same. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntington  have  been  born  seven  children, — 
Mary  Leonora,  wife  of  Bradley  W.  Foster,  of  Huntington,  \\  - 
Va. ; Howard  Saunders  (deceased);  George  D.  (deceased);  Henry 
Edwards,  Oneonta  ; Harriet  (deceased)  ; Willard  V.,  now  resid- 
ing in  San  Francisco,  Cai.  ; and  Carrie  D.  Henry  Edwards 
Huntington  married,  Nov.  17,  1873,  Miss  M ary  A.  ITcnticc,  of 
Sacramento,  Cal. 
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^ . t,f  twenty  in  good  standing, — the  same  number  as 

, , r.  . r_uiiii/ed- 

^ „:„f  fund  was  established  Dec.  20,  1S72,  for  the  re- 
, j k and  disabled  soldiers.  The  amount  of  money 
into  the  relief  fund  up  to  the  present  time  aggre- 
, , ,*  1229.42,  of  which  $101.70  has  been  expended  for 
ikutr,  leaving  a balance  on  hand  of  $127.00. 

jxutt  hold  meetings  every  Tuesday  evening,  at  their 
Vt'i  i»  the  Blend  block,  on  Main  street.  Decoration  day 
1 n observed  every  year  since  organization.  Through 
. r (Torts  of  this  post,  $50  was  raised  towards  the  fund  for 
rh-w  Soldiers’  Home,  at  Bath. 


CHAPTER  LYI. 

ONEONTA— Continued. 

ITrolrTtcrian  Church  — Methodist  Episcopal  — Baptist  — St.  James’ 

I plscopitl) — Free-Will  Baptist — Baptist,  West  Oneonta — Free 
JtapiMt  Church,  West  Oueouta — Union  School,  Oneonta. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  first  religious  organization  in  this  village  was  of  the 
Presbyterian  order  and  faith,  and  was  formed  in  the  year 
IT'*!.  By  whom  it  was  organized,  who  composed  its  rnem- 
1«  rdiip,  who  ministered  to  it,  where  it  held  its  meetings, 
how  long  it  existed,  what  it  accomplished,  and  what  was 
the  cause  of  its  dissolution,  no  one,  probably,  this  side  of 
the  eternal  world,  knows.  Its  history  has  perished  with 
those  who  were  identified  with  it. 

But  not  withstanding  the  failure  of  this  church  enter- 
prise the  people  were  not  discouraged  in  their  attempts  to 
►apply  themselves  with  the  means  of  grace,  nor  could  they 
!•  mr  rest  content  to  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  the 
| r< -ached  gospel.  So,  uniting  with  the  people  of  the  ad- 
joining town  of  Schenevus,  they  made  application  to  the 
G.is'is  of  Albany,  a judicatory  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church,  for  the  ministry  of  the  word  among  them.  In  re- 
*[">nse  to  this  application  the  Rev.  Abraham  Yon  Horne, 
»ith  Mr.  Nicholas  Quackenboss,  elder,  proceeded  to  Sche- 
n-  vus  on  Saturday,  Jan.  24,  1S00,  and  preached  his  intro- 
ductory sermon  from  Acts  xvi.  9,  “And  a vision  appeared 
<•>  l’au!  in  the  night.  There  stood  a man  of  Macedonia, 
J"d  prayed  him,  saying,  Come  over  into  Macedonia  and 
i ■ ip  us.  ’ And  on  the  next  day.  the  Sabbath,  the  25th.  he 
preached  two  sermons  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Frederick  Brown, 
el  this  place,  after  which  he  proceeded  to  organize  a church 
1,1  due  form,  ordaining  as  elders  John  Iloughtaling.  Ilenry 
•v  'aiulin,  John  Van  Do  Wcrke,  James  Deitz,  and  as 
-'eons,  \\  illiam  Mereness,  David  Seramlin,  Aaron  Barnes, 
•md  James  Quackenboss.  About  1805,  preparations  were 
1,1  ‘de  for  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship.  A large  part 
! the  timber  necessary  for  the  frame-work  of  the  building 
* *'  delivered  near  the  spot  where  the  present  edifice  stands,  j 
‘ at  through  the  inability  of  the  church  to  go  on  with  the 
^ rk  which  had  been  so  auspiciously  begun,  the  enterprise 
holed,  and  the  entire  bill  of  timber  rotted  on  the  ground. 
l!l  11,0  mean  time  services  were  held  in  the  barn  of  Mr. 

I r>  derick  Brown,  who  lived  upon  the  premises  now  occu- 
I >'  d by  Mrs.  Harriet  Ford,  and  who  afterwards — in  t lie 


year  1821,  Jan.  16 — deeded  to  the  trustees  of  the  church, 
to  be  used  for  church  and  burial  purposes,  all  that  portion 
of  land  embraced  within  the  old  cemetery  and  the  present 
church-grounds.  In  1815  material  for  a church  building 
was  again  collected,  and  in  the  following  year  this  house  of 
God,  in  its  original  form,  was  raised  and  inclosed,  and  in  it, 
as  it  was  in  its  unfinished  state,  with  a work-bench  for  a 
platform  and  rough  boards  for  scats,  the  people  worshiped 
until  such  time  as  their  means  enabled  them  to  complete  it 
(which  was  not  until  some  seven  or  eight  years  later),  and 
to-day  it  stands  as  a monument  of  the  sacrifices  and  Christian 
zeal  of  that  resolute  and  sturdy  people.  This  second  organ- 
ized church  of  Presbyterian  order,  extending  over  a period  of 
more  than  twenty  years,  has  left  behind  it  no  written  record 
beside  the  bare  fact  of  its  organization,  two  or  three  changes 
in  its  board  of  elders  and  deacons  in  the  years  1802  and 
1804,  and  a list  of  its  infant  baptisms,  together  with  the 
names  of  some  of  the  ministers  by  whom  the  rite  was  per- 
formed. The  first  official  act  of  Rev.  Abraham  Van  Horne 
in  connection  with  this  church,  and  which  occurred  the  day 
after  its  organization,  was  the  baptism  of  Maria,  infant 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Shellman  ; and  during 
the  first  seventeen  years  of  the  church’s  existence  no  less 
than  290  children  were  publicly  given  to  God  by  baptism, 
upwards  of  150  of  whom  were  baptized  previous  to  the  year 
1808,  and  all  these  150  children  were  born  within  the  pale 
of  the  church  and  congregation  within  a period  of  eight 
years.  Those  were  days  that  would  have  encouraged  the 
hearts  of  Sabbath-school  superintendents,  and  days  when 
this  sacrament  of  the  church  was  better  observed  than  at 
the  present  time,  and  when  even  the  world’s  people  desired 
the  seal  of  God  to  beset  upon  their  children. 

This  record  of  baptisms,  with  the  names  of  some  of  the 
officiating  ministers,  gives  us  the  only  clue  we  have  of  the 
men  who  served  as  pastors  of  the  church,  and  in  this  list 
we  find,  during  the  first  six  years  after  the  organization  of 
the  church,  the  names  of  Rev.  Abraham  Yan  Horne.  G. 
Mandeville,  Thomas  Kirkham,  W.  Prafle,  John  Toll,  and 
Cornelius  Schemerhorn.  To  these  may  be  added  the  name 
of  Rev.  Alexander  Conkey,  who  is  the  only  other  minister 
known  to  have  been  set  over  the  church. 

For  reasons  at  present  unknown,  this  society,  after  some 
twenty  years’  existence,  became  broken,  disorganized,  and 
enjoyed  no  regular  administration  of  gospel  ordinances.  A 
remnant,  however,  was  left,  who,  in  conjunction  with  others 
who  had  never  been  connected  with  any  Christian  body,  de- 
sired to  organize  a new  church.  An  invitation  to  a meet- 
ing of  conference  on  the  subject  was  accordingly  sent  to 
Rev.  William  Fisher,  who  lived  and  preached  at  Meredith 
Square.  The  meeting  was  held  and  the  subject  discuss.M. 
Rev.  Win.  Fisher  and  Rev.  Abel  Caldwell  were  present. 
Nothing  definite,  however,  was  arrived  at,  but  the  exnre>-ed 
desire  of  a number  to  be  formed  into  a church  whose  mem- 
bership should  consist  of  those,  and  those  onlv,  wlc>  had 
been  made  savingly  acquainted  with  Christ,  and  could  give 
a reason  of  the  hope  that  was  in  them.  There  is  perhaps 
presumptive  evidence  in  this  expressed  desire  of  those  few 
Christians  that  many  had  been  received  into  the  old  church 
who  had  never  met  with  a change  of  heart,  and  that  it  w .- 
this  irreligious  element  in  the  church  that  proved  its  rum. 
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However  this  may  be,  a second  meeting  was  held  at  the 
honse  of  Frederick  Brown,  Dec.  21,  1822,  at  which  were 
present  Rev.  John  Morse  and  Rev.  Win.  Fisher,  and,  after 
the  examination  of  a number  of  persons  respecting  their  ex- 
perimental and  doctrinal  knowledge  of  religion,  the  meeting 
adjourned,  to  be  held  at  the  same  place  Jan.  IS,  1823.  On 
that  day  (Jan.  18,  1823)  the  following  fourteen  persons,  viz., 
James  Deitz,  Lawrence  Swartz,  John  Youngs,  Henry  Couse, 
Joseph  Youngs,  Anna  Swartz,  Margaret  Youngs,  Elizabeth 
Van  Whort,  Lany  Van  Whort,  Mary  Marene.-s,  Catharine 
Brown,  Catharine  Brewer,  Elizabeth  Youngs,  and  Polly 
Mareness,  having  been  examined  relative  to  their  experi- 
mental and  doctrinal  knowledge  of  religion,  and  having 
adopted  the  confession  of  faith  and  covenant  drawn  up  by 
the  Northern  Associated  presbytery,  were  constituted  a 
Christian  church  by  the  name  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
church  of  Milford.*  Rev.  Wrn.  Fisher  and  Rev.  Abel 
Caldwell  were  present,  and  effected  the  organization. 

To  the  church  thus  organized,  Mr.  Fisher,  the  first  min- 
ister, who  continued  to  live  at  Meredith  Square,  preached 
once  in  four  weeks.  During  that  same  year  sixteen  more 
were  added  to  its  communion,  making  in  all  a membership 
of  thirty  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  On  the  30th  of 
August,  Lawrence  Swartz,  Nicholas  Sigsbee,  James  Deitz, 
and  Joseph  Youngs  were  ordained  as  elders,  and  the  two 
latter  were  also  set  apart  to  the  office  of  deacous. 

Mr.  Fisher  remained  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Augustus  Littlejohn,  an  evangelist,  the  result  of 
whose  labors  was  an  extended  revival.  Prominent  among 
the  fruits  of  this  revival  were  two  names  well  known  to  the 
people  of  Oneonta.  The  one,  that  of  Timothy  Sabin,  who 
united  with  the  church  Aug.  4,  1833,  was  made  an  elder 
two  years  later,  has  ever  since  been  a pillar,  first  in  that 
organization,  then  in  this,  and  who  is  still  spared,  though  at 
an  advanced  age.  This  venerable  patriarch  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  know  him,  and  his  long  and  active  career 
has  ever  been  marked  by  a truly  Christian  spirit.  The 
other,  that  of  Eliakim  R.  Ford,  who  identified  himself 
with  the  Baptist  church,  and  who  to  the  day  of  his  death 
did  noble  and  generous  service  for  the  Master  there  ; whose 
precious  memory  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  a large  circle 
of  friends  and  relatives ; whose  children  not  only,  but  the  chil- 
dren of  multitudes  of  others,  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed. 

From  this  date  until  1S49  the  following  served  the 
church  as  pastors:  Rev.  William  Clark,  Charles  Gilbert, 
Joseph  W.  Paddock,  Gains  M.  Blodgett. 

On  Feb.  24,  1849,  the  present  church  organization  was 
effected,  consisting  of  the  following  persons,  viz. : Ilezekiah, 
Hannah,  and  Louisa  W atkins,  Cornelius  and  Laura  Brown, 
Timothy  and  Harriet  Sabin,  John  and  Rebecca  Dilling- 
ham, Frederick  Derby,  Lutnan  S.  Osborn,  John  Cutshaw, 
Lydia  Fritts,  Cynthia  Mann,  Sophia  Avery,  Eunice  and 
Elizabeth  Bronson.  Of  these  four  only  still  remain  with 
us, — Timothy  Sabin,  Luman  S.  Osborn,  John  Cutshaw, 
and  Lydia  Iritts.  Ilezekiah  Watkins,  John  Dillinehaui, 
and  Luman  S.  Osborn  were  chosen  and  ordained  elders. 
Ilezekiah  Watkins,  L.  S.  Osborn,  and  Tunis  Swart  were 


* The  town  of  Oneonta  was  organized  about  seven  years  later, 
April  17,  lsgn. 


chosen  trustees  for  the  term  of  one,  two,  and  three  vear. 
respectively,  and  the  society  became  incorporated  as  t!  • 
First  Presbyterian  society  of  Oneonta. 

A second  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday,  March  17.  „t 
which  the  church  received  four  more  accessions,  two  (,f 
whom  were  Timothy  Watkins  aud  Mrs.  Harriet  Hunt- 
ington. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors  and 
supplies  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time,  viz . 
Rev.  Eliphalet  M.  Spencer,  William  B.  Christopher,  John 
B.  King,  William  Baldwin,  Geo.  O.  Phelps,  E.  Vine  Wah-. 
and  Horace  II.  Allen,  the  present  incumbent  of  the  pas- 
toral office,  who  commenced  his  labors  in  November,  18ij9. 

The  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and  beautified  in  18fi>. 
and  on  April  23,  I860,  was  rededicated.  In  18fiS  the 
society  was  the  recipient  of  a gift  of  §1000  from  Collis  P. 
Huntington,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  with  which  was  purchased 
an  organ.  The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition, 
and  annually  extends  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1830  by  Rev.  Geortre 
Ilannor,  who  was  the  preacher  in  charge  of  the  circuit 
which  included  Oneonta  Plains,  who  at  the  solicitation  of 
David  T.  Evans,  of  Oneonta,  came  to  this  place  and  formed 
a class,  of  which  David  T.  Evans  and  David  T.  Clarke  were 
leaders.  Among  the  members  of  this  class  were  Elias 
Brewer,  D.  T.  Evans  and  wife,  D.  T.  Clarke  and  wife, 
Jacob  Deitz,  Esq.,  and  wife,  and  Caleb  Potter  and  wife. 

The  first  preacher  who  officiated  for  the  new  church  was 
Rev.  George  Ilannor,  and  his  assistant,  Rev.  George  Elliott, 
was  the  pastor  in  charge  when  the  first  house  of  worship 
was  erected  in  1814.  This  building  was  erected  at  a cost 
of  S1500. 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  W.  C.  McDonald.  Rev. 
Edwin  Dennison  was  pastor  in  1849  and  1S50.  Under 
the  pastoral  charge  of  Charles  Rohinson,  in  1834,  a gra- 
cious and  extensive  revival  prevailed,  which  was  the  begin- 
niug  of  a new  era  of  prosperity.  He  was  succeeded  by 
W.  G.  Queal,  since  the  close  of  whose  pastorate  the  fol- 
lowing have  served  the  charge,  in  the  order  named,  viz., 
S.  M.  Stone,  D.  L.  Pendell,  G.  Parsons,  P.  T.  Ilustor, 
Mr.  Van  Dusen,  R.  W.  Peebles,  A.  Griffin,  I.  N.  Pardee, 
and  W.  B.  Westlake,  the  present  incumbent. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Dusen,  in  1SG3 
or  18G0,  a movement  was  started  for  the  erection  of  a new 
church  building,  which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the  pres- 
ent substantial  edifice,  which  cost,  together  with  the  1 r. 
the  sum  of  810,000.  The  building  was  erected  in  IStlS 
and  lSfiO,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  It.  W.  Peebles. 
The  building  committee  consisted  of  George  Reynolds,  J. 
1*.  3 an  West,  and  D.  J.  Wager.  The  church  was  dedi- 
caated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  June  3,  1809,  by 
the  Rev.  W.  N.  Cobb,  the  services  being  under  the  direc- 
tion of  that  energetic  worker,  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives. 

The  present  (1877)  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follow-  : 

Trus/ccs. — George  Reynolds,  Henry  Wickham.  Ezra 
McDougal,  M.D.,  M.  II.  Bisscll,  and  Reuben  Kevnulds. 

Class  Lenders. — George  Reynolds,  M.  II.  Bisscll,  aud 
Joseph  Musset. 
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Stewards. — George  Reynolds,  T.  K.  Musier,  William 
Edwards,  Randall  Richards,  C.  C.  Stewart,  John  Young- 
man,  and  Henry  Nash. 

Sititdi i y-Sck out  Superintendents. — T.  0.  Adams  aud  E. 
B.  Waldo. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
membership  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  persons. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CnURCII  OF  ONF.ONTA,  N.  Y. 

Much  of  the  early  history  of  the  church  cannot  be  writ- 
ten. Many  an  interesting  incident  has  gone  down  to  the 
grave  with  those  who  were  participants.  The  scanty  and 
meagre  records  that  were  kept  of  the  doings  of  the  early 
years  of  the  church  hardly  afford  anything  of  value  to  the 
historian.  The  immediate  influences  that  led  to  the  or- 
ganization, the  anxiety  consequent,  and  also  the  gladness 
of  “the  little  flock,”  are  among  the  records,  written  only 
on  hearts  that  have  ceased  to  beat. 

The  church  was  organized  on  April  24,  1833,  by  a coun- 
cil consisting  of  delegates  from  the  following  churches: 
Milford,  Huntsville  (now  Otego),  West  Meredith,  Frank- 
lin, and  Laurens.  On  that  occasion  the  Rev.  Alexander 
Smith,  of  Franklin,  was  moderator,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Kings- 
ley clerk. 

The  church  was  constituted  with  a membership  of 
eighteen,  of  whom,  as  far  as  is  known,  only  two  are  living, 
viz.,  James  Slade  and  Nathaniel  Edmonds.  The  first 
officers  of  the  church  were:  Deacons,  James  Slade,  David 
Yager,  and  Hiram  McCall ; and  the  first  clerk  was  Ira 
Babcock.  Rev.  D.  B.  Crane  was  the  first  pastor. 

Names  of  the  constituent  members  are  as  follows:  James 
Slade,  David  Yager,  John  S.  Yager,  Jacob  Yager,  Peter 
Yager,  Solomon  Yager,  Henry  L.  Miller,  Nathaniel  Ed- 
monds, Ira  Babcock,  Polly  Yager,  Samantha  Slade,  Sally 
Yager,  Emily  Yager,  Catharine  Miller,  Catharine  Miller 
(2d),  Phoebe  Babcock,  Maria  Miller,  Catharine  Yager. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  during  the  year  of 

1834.  It  was  built  upon  the  location  now  occupied  by 
the  church,  and  though  remodeled,  has  never  been  entirely 
rebuilt.  The  cost  of  the  building  is  not  now  known, 
neither  does  the  record  show  what  services  were  held,  nor 
who  participated  when  the  church  was  dedicated. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  the  church  religious  services 
were  held  in  what  was  known  as  the  “ old  red  school-house,” 
which  stood  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Main 
streets. 

The  different  pastors,  and  the  time  served  by  each,  arc 
as  follows : Rev.  D.  B.  Crane,  who  was  pastor  about  two 
years  ; Rev.  John  Smith,  who  became  pastor  December, 

1835,  and  served  the  church  until  March,  1S4S,  having 
remained  something  more  than  twelve  years;  in  June, 
1848,  Rev.  Ilomer  Clark  became  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  served  the  church  for  less  than  a year,  being  dismissed 
March  11,  1849.  From  March  until  the  middle  of  August 
the  church  was  without  a pastor.  On  August  18,  1841), 
the  Rev.  A.  B.  Earl  became  pastor,  and  served  in  that 
connection  for  nearly  four  years,  or  until  March  27,  1^53. 
From  March,  1S53,  until  January,  1S54,  the  church  was 
again  without  a pastor.  January  7,  1854,  Rev.  Erast  us 
Westcott  became  pastor,  and  so  served  until  July  12.  Is57. 
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From  July  until  February,  1853,  the  church  was  supplied 
by  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Pattcngill.  Rev.  John  Smith  became 
pastor  of  the  church  for  the  second  time  Feb.  13,  1858, 
and  so  remained  until  March  11,  18G5.  Rev.  A.  Reynolds 
became  pastor  June  11,  1SG5,  and  served  the  church  until 
Sept.  25,  1870.  After  the  resignation  of  Rev.  A.  Reynolds, 
the  church  was  supplied  by  Rev.  51  r.  Dorwood,  Rogers, 
and  others.  Nov.  1,  1871,  Rev.  G.  R.  Burnside  became 
pastor,  and  served  until  April  12,  1874.  April  19,  1874, 
II.  Brothcrton  became  pastor,  and  remains  so  up  to  date. 

During  the  existence  of  the  church  there  have  been, 
among  other  seasons  of  much  special  interest,  four  quite  ex- 
tensive revivals  of  religion.  In  1834,  Rev.  Lewis  Raymond 
assisted  the  pastor  in  a scries  of  meetings,  and,  as  the  result, 
twenty-nine  were  added  to  the  church.  In  1841,  Rev. 
John  Smith,  pastor,  Rev.  Chancellor  Hartshorn,  assisting, 
quite  an  extensive  revival  occurred,  and,  as  the  result,  forty- 
nine  joined  the  church.  In  1849,  during  the  first  year  of 
Rev.  A.  B.  Earl’s  pastorate  with  the  church,  another  exten- 
sive revival  took  place,  and  sixty-seven  joined  the  church. 
In  18G5,  Rev.  A.  Reynolds,  pastor,  eighty-eight  joined  the 
church. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : James 
Slack,  Samuel  Derby,  D.  \V.  Ford,  aud  A.  A.  Whitcomb, 
deacons;  I).  W.  Ford,  clerk;  Sylvester  Ford,  treasurer. 
The  church  is  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a mem- 
bership of  two  hundred  and  eleven. 

st.  james’  church. 

The  first  Episcopal  services  in  this  village  were  held  by 
Rev.  Andrew  Hull,  then  in  deacon’s  orders,  in  the  ye;  r 
1839,  under  a missionary  appointment  to  Oneonta  and  Otego. 
These  services  were  held  on  alternate  Sundays  in  the  village 
school-house  of  Oneonta,  until  a chapel  was  built  by  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Emmons  and  other  members  of  the 
congregation,  aided,  no  doubt,  in  its  need,  as  the  congre- 
gation has  ever  since  been,  by  the  ready  gifts  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens. The  chapel  was  of  small  size,  and  so  planned 
as  to  be  conveniently  altered  for  a rectory  as  soon  as  a 
church  could  be  built  on  the  vacant  part  of  the  lot.  A few 
months  from  this  time,  however,  the  mission  became  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hull,  and  the  chapel,  which  was 
private  property,  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  was  used  for  other  purposes.  It  was  in  1870  the 
property  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Ford,  and  occupied  part  of  the  site 
of  the  Central  Hotel,  frouting  the  street  leading  to  the 
depot  of  the  Albany  aud  Susquehanna  railroad. 

Bishop  Wainwright,  of  the  diocese  of  New  York,  vi-ited 
the  mission  in  1S53,  and  also  in  1854,  but  no  confirma- 
tions, if  any  took  place,  are  recorded.  In  1855  the  Rev. 
Stephens  Parker  officiated  for  a few  months.  Ten  vears 
later  the  Rev.  Daniel  S.  Tuttle,  rector  of  Zion  church,  Mor- 
ris, aud  now  missionary  bishop  of  Montana,  Idaho,  and 
Utah,  held  occasional  services  for  two  consecutive  years — 
1SG4  and  1SG5.  In  the  latter  year  Oneonta  was  included 
in  the  Otsego  County  mission,  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  E.  N. 
Goddard,  who  officiated  for  one  year.  In  13GG  and  18G7 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Foote  officiated,  in  connection  with  Otego, 
and  in  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson  held  services. 
4 lie  four  last  clergymen  mostly  officiated  in  the  house  of 
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worship  kindly,  lent  to  them  by  the  Free-Will  Baptist  con- 
gregation. 

On  Friday,  March  5,  the  bishop  of  Albany  made  his 
first  visitation  to  the  mission,  and  confirmed  three  persons. 

The  congregation  was  organized  as  a mission,  under  the 
canons  of  the  diocese  of  Albany,  by  the  name  of  St.  James’ 
church,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1870,  the  bishop’s  consent  having  been  previously  given, 
and  the  following  officers  appointed  by  him  to  serve  one 
year:  Mr.  John  Cope  to  be  warden,  Dr.  Meigs  Case  to  be 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  James  Cope  to  be  clerk. 

The  Ilcv.  Mr.  Lighthipe  was  missionary  in  charge  from 
April  3 to  December  31,  1870,  and  on  the  last-named  day 
the  bishop  of  Albany  made  his  second  visitation,  and  con- 
firmed one  person.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  deacon,  had 
charge  of  the  parish,  after  its  incorporation,  from  July, 
1873,  to  February,  1874,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Goddard,  archdeacon  of  the  Susquehanna,  who  took 
it  under  his  own  care  after  the  following  Easter.  The  Rev. 
James  II.  Smith  then  became  the  resident  missionary,  and 
continued  his  services  until  August  1,  1S74,  when  the 
charge  was  again  resumed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard,  who 
resigned  December  31  of  the  same  year,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  continued  in  charge  until 
a short  time  before  the  call  of  the  present  rector. 

In  April,  1871,  the  congregation  was  incorporated  into  a 
parish,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
the  name  and  title  of  “ The  Rector,  Church-Wardens,  and 
Vestrymen  of  St.  James’  Church,”  and  was  received  into 
union  with  the  convention  of  the  diocese  of  Albany,  on 
tlie  4th  day  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

The  number  of  confirmations  on  record  by  various  bishops 
is  as  follows:  In  1839,  presented  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hull,  3; 
in  1S65,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard,  4 ; in  1868,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson,  5;  in  1866,  by  the  same,  3;  in  1S70, 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lighthipe,  1 ; in  1871,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Washbon,  10  ; by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joy,  1 ; in  1874,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  2 ; and  at  the  last  visitation  of  the 
bishop,  by  the  present  rector,  4 ; the  whole  number  being 
35,  of  whom  32  were  presented  since  1864,  and  but  three 
during  the  thirteen  previous  years. 

The  rate  of  increase  in  communicants  during  most  of 
these  years  can  now  be  accurately  known  only  from  the  files 
of  the  annual  conventional  journals  of  the  diocese  of  New 
York,  or  the  private  registers,  if  they  have  been  preserved, 
of  the  clergymen  who  have  had  the  mission  in  charge. 

In  the  journal  of  the  diocese  of  Albany  of  1875,  39 
were  reported  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard;  in  1876,  by  the 
present  rector,  48  ; and  58  at  the  end  of  the  last  codvcu- 
tional  year,  showing  a steady  increase. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Washbon  was  the  first  rector  of  the 
parish.  He  resigned  Feb.  16,  1873,  and  to  him  and  the 
clergy  of  Otsego  County  mission  the  erection  of  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice  is  chiefly  due. 

The  second  rector,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  first  I 
opened  the  church  for  divine  service,  resigned  July  17,  1 
1875,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  succeeded  by  the  present  i 
rector,  and  from  that  time  the  morning  and  evening  Sunday  i 
services  have  been  regularly  held. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  church  property,  in  the  unfin-  ' 


ished  state  in  which  it  now  is,  including  the  value  of  the 
lot,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  John  Cope,  has  been,  as  nearly 
as  it  can  now  be  reached,  about  §10,000. 

The  present  rector  is  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Calhoun,  who  took 
charge  of  the  parish  Oct.  1,  1875. 

THE  SECOND  FREE-WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  ONEONTA 

is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  village  of  Onconta,  on 
the  corner  of  Maple  and  Main  streets.  The  society  was 
organized  Aug.  11,  1856,  and  on  Feb.  25  of  the  same  year 
a council,  consisting  of  Rev.  A.  Wing,  Rev.  D.  Green, 
Rev.  O.  T.  Moulton,  Joseph  Jenks,  and  Harvey  Mackey, 
organized  a church  of  sixteen  members  from  the  Oneonta 
Plains  Free  Baptist  church,  now  called  the  West  Oneonta 
Free  Baptist  church  ; which  was  done  in  accordance  with  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  latter  granting  those  members  the 
privilege  of  forming  a new  society. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  O.  T.  Moulton, 
who  entered  upon  his  pastorate  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and 
remained  about  three  years.  During  his  pastorate  the 
society  erected  a house  of  worship  and  a good  number  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Palmer 
Strickland,  who  was  succeeded  in  1864  by  Rev.  Ezra 
Crowell,  who  was  pastor  about  three  years,  during  which 
time,  through  his  efforts,  three  of  the  other  churches  in 
the  village  united  with  this  church  in  holding  union  services 
ouce  a month  alternately  with  the  four  churches,  which 
friendly'  association  still  continues  (1S78),  and  in  this  way 
all  are  becoming  better  acquainted  with  each  other’s  ways 
and  views.  In  the  fall  of  1S67  the  Rev.  G.  P.  Ramsy 
became  pastor,  and  preached  until  1871,  when  Rev.  O.  T. 
Moulton  again  became  pastor,  officiating  as  such  two  years 
and  six  months,  during  which  time  a parsonage  was  built. 
In  the  spring  of  1875  Rev.  M.  C.  Brown  commenced  his 
pastorate,  and  closed  his  labors  with  the  church  Dec.  2, 1877. 

The  church  joined  the  Otsego  quarterly  meeting  of  Free- 
Will  Baptists,  and  is  one  of  eight  churches  that  constitute 
that  quarterly  meeting.  The  members  of  the  church  at 
present  number  6S.  Number  attending  Sabbath-school,  90. 

THE  FIRST  BAFTIST  CnURCII  OF  WEST  ONEONTA 

was  organized  March  13,  1877,  with  a membership  of  33. 
Rev.  Alanson  Thomas  was  the  first  pastor.  The  trustees 
were  E.  R.  Whitman,  I.  G.  Northrop,  and  Albert  Rouse ; 
deacons,  A.  W.  Bentley  and  E.  R.  Whitman.  This  church 
wTas  recognized  by  council  as  a separate  Baptist  church 
June  20,  1877.  . 

THE  FREE  BAPTIST  CIIURCII  OF  WEST  ONEONTA 

was  organized  in  about  the  year  1S07,  at  Oneonta  Plains,  by 
Rev.  Gideon  Elliott,  who  became  the  first  pastor.  Among 
the  early  members  of  the  church  were  II.  Lawrence,  John 
Van  Wort,  Jane  R.  Richards,  Joseph  Hodge,  Ezra  Gates, 
A.  Gates,  and  G.  Babcock.  The  first  church  edifice  was 
erected  in  1S40,  at  Oneonta  Plains,  and  in  1S66  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  location,  at  a cost  of  about  8800. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  time,  Viz. : Revs.  Gideon  Elliott, 
two  years;  Mr.  Rowland,  two  years;  Mr.  Eldridge,  two 
years;  L.  Crandall,  one  year;  Mr.  Lagreye,  one  year;  1>. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, in  the  town  of  Milford,  Jan.  0,  1812.  He  was  the 
youngest  child  in  a family  of  live  children  of  Samuel  Burnside 
and  Hannah  Coon,  the  former  a native  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y. 

The  Burnside  family  is  descended  from  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  general,  whose  name  was  Gloud,  and  who  came  with  his  three 
brothers  from  Ireland,  and  settled  in  this  country  in  the  year 
17C5.  • His  grandfather,  James,  eldest  of  the  sons  who  came  to 
America,  settled  at  Stillwater,  Saratoga  county,  X.  Y. 

The  names  of  the  other  brothers  of  his  grandfather  were  Wil- 
liam, John,  and  Thomas.  The  descendants  of  the  great-grand- 
father, Gloud,  all  settled  in  New  York  State,  the  other  brothers  of 
Gloud  Burnside  settling,  one  in  Pennsylvania,  another  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  a third  in  North  Carolina.  The  origin  of  the  name 
“ Burnside”  is  as  follows:  the  original  name  of  the  family  was 
Wallace,  but  from  a custom  in  Scotland,  that  a family  residing  by 
a stream  (Berne)  they  were  called  Thomas  by  the  side  of  the 
Berne,  and  hence  the  name,  when  changed  about,  Be-rneside  or 
Burnside.  The  family  was  originally  of  Scottish  origin,  but 
previous  to  his  great-grandfather’s  birth  had  migrated  to  the 
county  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  whence  they  emigrated  to  America. 
His  mother  was  a native  of  Albany  county,  N Y.,  and  daughter 
of  Conrad  Coon,  a native  of  Germany,  and  Nancy  Stafford,  a 
native  of  England. 

In  the  year  1800  the  Burnside  and  Coon  families  emigrated  from 
Albany  Co.  to  Otsego  County,  town  of  Milford,  when  it  was  a 
wilderness,  prefering  to  do  this  rather  than  submit  to  the  feudal 
system  under  General  Van  liensselaer,  the  Patroon,  by  which  each 
family  contributed  yearly  so  many  bushels  of  wheat,  so  manv 
fowls,  and  so  many  loads  of  wood. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Hevolutionary  war,  his  grand- 
father, James,  and  his  brother  William  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  colonists.  James  was  a captain  in  the  American  army  at  the 
surrender  of  Burgoyne,  1777. 

A remarkable  incident  in  the  family  of  Thomas  Burnside,  show- 
ing longevity  and  endurance,  is  that  in  his  family  of  fourteen 
children,  every  one  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  them- 
selves raised  families,  and  two  now  survive  over  eighty  years  of 
age. 

The  family  of  Burnside  have  their  annual  festival  at  Colliers- 
ville,  now  numbering  some  five  hundred  persons  including  the 
branches  of  the  family,  and  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this 
sketch  the  general  is  president  of  the  Burnside  Association,  and 
has  heretofore  often  largely  contributed  to  its  interests  intellect- 
ually. 

The  general  spent  his  early  life  at  home.  His  father  died  May, 
1821,  when  he  was  only  twelve  years  of  age.  His  subsequent 
years,  until  he  was  seventeen,  were  spent  in  district  and  select 
schools,  where  he  so  improved  his  opportunities  as  to  be  able  at 
that  time  to  engage  as  a teacher.  He  continued  ns  a teacher,  more 
or  less  winters,  until  1832,  when  he  commenced  reading  law  with 


Judge  Worcester,  of  Otsego  County,  and  was  admitted  to  pra.  • 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  1835;  Supreme  Court  January. 
1839,  as  attorney,  and  as  counselor  in  1842 

He  first  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Schcn 
vus,  Otsego  County,  where  he  remained  only  one  year,  and  w • 
j to  Worcester  in  May,  1836,  and  remained  there  in  the  practio  : 
his  profession  until  1859,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  sj — . 
as  custom-house  district  officer  at  New  York. 

In  August,  1859,  he  removed  to  Oneonta,  and  opened  an  utS.--- 
and  to  the  present  time  continues  the  practice  of  the  law.  11 
library  consists  of  some  950  volumes,  and  is  considered  one  of  i 
best  libraries  in  the  county. 

In  1835  the  general  was  commissioned  as  first  lieutenant 
riflemen  by  Gov.  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  and  in  1836  as  captain  by  :: 
same  governor.  In  1839  ho  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Wm.  11 
Seward  as  major  of  infantry.  In  1S41  he  ranked  as  colonel  by  > 
commission  from  Gov.  Seward.  Feb.  7,  1846,  he  was  conn:.  — 
sioned  a brigadier-general  of  the  second  brigade  of  infantry  : 
Gov.  Silas  Wright.  In  1849  he  was,  under  a new  organizati 
commissioned  brigadier-general  of  the  eighteenth  brigade  by  <»•  ' 
Hamilton  Fish.  April  6,  1854,  he  was  commissioned  maj  r 
general  of  the  fifth  division,  containing  ten  counties  of  the  St:  : 
by  ex-Gov.  Horatio  Seymour,  which  commission  he  still  h 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  rebellion,  the  general  had  10.'"*' 
men  under  very  good  discipline. 

General  Burnside  has  always *been  an  unswerving  Democrat 
the  Jeffersonian  school,  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Constitut 
and  a strict  constructionist.  He  has  been  largely  identified  v. 
the  local  interests  of  his  town  and  county,  holding  o dices  of  bl  - 
and responsibility,  and  has  been,  for  the  past  six  years,  p ■ 
justice  of  Oneonta  village,  and  for  the  past  four  years  president  : 
the  board  of  education.  General  Burnside  has  olfieiated  as  > v - 
utor  of  estates  among  his  fellow-citizens,  showing  their  esteem 
his  integrity.  The  most  important  is  the  Goodyear  estate  of  a!" 
a half  million.  In  all  these  places  of  trust  he  has  done  honor  t<> 
himself  and  justice  to  others.  General  Burnside  is  a modest, 
ostentatious  man,  sociable,  and  ranks  among  the  representative 
men  of  his  profession. 

Although  brought  up  under  Presbyterian  influences,  he  became 
identified  with  the  Univcrsnlist  church  soon  after  be, ■..mine 
age,  and  has  since  remained  consistent  in  that  faith,  .-upp 
i liberally  all  causes  looking  to  the  education  of  the  rising  g*-n-  -a- 
tion. 

In  May,  1835,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  I. 
Sherman  and  Hannah  Letenwcll,  of  Milford,  but  formerly  > 
Connecticut. 

They  have  no  children,  except  one  by  adoption,  D.  C.  n, 
whom  the  general  is  educating  as  a lawyer. 

Mrs.  Burnside  i-  a consistent  member  of  the  VnivorsnlPt  > bur 
unassuming  in  her  ways,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  kno» 
her,  and  a warm  friend  to  the  needy  poor. 
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...  ^i|  0,„»year;  A.  Wing,  six  years ; Win.  Hunt,  one 
\(  Smith,  one  year;  E.  C.  Dodge,  twenty  years; 
„ ,-j. ajling,  two  years  ; H.  Boldin,  one  year;  G.  Meeker, 
W.  Joy,  two  years;  T.  A.  Stevens,  present 
't  The  present  officers  are  as  follows  : Robt.  Cook 
. liiruion  Uurlburt,  deacons,  and  J.  S.  Smith,  clerk. 
» ffcurvh  Is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  a 
_ vr«!iip  of  seventy  persons.  Mrs.  Richards,  one  of  the 
j T,.  ^nibers  of  the  church,  died  in  1877,  and  was  buried 
•kit  would  have  been  her  one-hundredth  birthday. 


ONEONTA  UNION  SCHOOL. 

j-n  r to  18G7  the  educational  facilities  of  Oneonta  were 
„ i.  w,  re  afforded  by  the  common  or  district  school, 
r . Imn  nted  by  private  or  “select”  schools.  Many  of 
were  well  couducted  and  useful,  but  generally  of  too 
, n continuance  to  have  much  influence  upon  the  iutel- 
, development  of  the  pupils  attending  them. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna 
,,  -ad,  and  the  greatly-increased  activity  and  prosperity 
s tu'iness  affairs  caused  thereby,  it  soon  became  apparent 
i >*  something  should  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  the 
*L... U. 

In  the  autumn  of  1867,  Silas  Sullivan,  then  trustee  of 
i,'  district  school  in  the  village,  in  response  to  a petition 
» •ti.'il  by  a number  of  the  leading  citizens,  called  a special 
».  h<«.l  mecting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety 
f ■ •rvnnizing  a union  school.  The  following  is  a copy  of 
i hr  jetition : 

7 , .-il. i*  SnLLlVAX,  Sole  Trustee  of  School  District  .Vo.  5,  of  the 
Torn  nf  Oueontn . 

who  are  voters  in  school  district  No.  5,  in  the  town  of  One- 
hereby  request  you  to  call  a special  school-meeting  for  the  pur- 
} f of  determining  whether  a union  free  school  shall  be  estab- 
■1  in  said  district  No.  5. 

M N.  Elwell,  Meigs  Case,  John  Cope,  Jr.,  S.  Brownson,  Henry 
" ’hrr,  Samuel  Mendel,  Andrew  Mendel,  Janies  II.  Keyes,  J.  Roberts, 
• " ah  Farmer,  E.  T.  Farmer,  W.  W.  Snow,  Chas.  W.  Lewis,  Ilarvey 
I ‘trr,  (Jeo.  0.  Phelps,  John  Cutshaw,  Samuel  H.  Case,  Timothy 
**  Ceo.  W.  Reynolds,  and  C.  Uebel. 

The  meeting  was  held,  pursuant  to  the  call,  on  the  29th 
‘ ■ October,  1867.  There  were  sixty-seven  legal  voters 
f nt, — more  than  one-third  of  all  the  legal  voters  of  the 

d.*tiict.  General  S.  S.  Burnside  was  called  to  the  chair, 

4 1 David  J.  Yager  chosen  secretary.  It  was  resolved  and 
nnatively  voted  that  said  school  district  No.  5 be  then 
' tind  thereafter  known  as  Union  Free  School  District 
' • 5,  of  the  town  of  Oneonta,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  It  was 
4 voted  to  elect  a board  of  education,  consisting  of  six 
•' i-t.vs,  to  be  divided  into  three  classes, — their  terms  of 
be  one,  two,  and  three  years  respectively.  The 
"mg-named  persons  were  elected  trustees:  Silas  Sulli- 
a,,d  Andrew  G.  Shaw,  for  one  year;  David  M.  Miller 
4 * U v.  Geo.  O.  l’helps,  for  two  years;  and  Ilarvey  Baker 
1 1 ' hri.-tian  Uebel,  for  three  years. 

D "a-  also  resolved  and  voted — two-thirds  of  those  pres- 
v"tmg  in  the  affirmative — to  raise  by  a tax  upon  the 
' •' 1 the  sum  of  850U0,  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of 


The  sum  voted  for  the  erection  of  the  school  building 
having  been  found  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  a special 
school-meeting  was  called  in  February,  1868,  at  which  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $2500  was  voted.  The  build- 
ing was  completed  and  ready  for  use  in  the  autumn  of  1868, 
and  the  school  was  opened  accordingly.  W.  F.  Saxton  was 
engaged  as  principal,  assisted  by  Katie  Rose  in  the  senior, 
Julia  Verguson  in  the  intermediate,  and  Lizzie  Wing  in 
the  primary  department.  The  school  commenced  with  a 
large  attendance  of  pupils , it  was  well  conducted,  and  the 
result  fully  justified  the  anticipations  of  its  friends. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  year  of  service,  in  1870,  Mr. 
Saxton  resigned  his  position  as  principal.  He  was  an 
earnest,  faithful  teacher,  and  had  done  good  work  in  the  or- 
ganization and  management  of  the  school.*  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Nathaniel  N.  Bull,  who  still  (1877  and  1878) 
Holds  the  position. 

The  school  having  outgrown  the  building  provided  for  it, 
another  smaller  one  was  erected  in  the  district  in  1873. 
To  this  a part  of  the  pupils  in  the  primary  and  interme- 
diate grades  was  transferred.  An  academic  department 
was  organized  in  1874,  and  the  school  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  regents  of  the  university. 

The  first  regents’  examination  was  held  in  November  of 
that  year.  In  the  following  year,  1875,  it  became  again 
necessary  to  provide  more  room  to  accommodate  the  growth 
of  the  school.  An  extensive  addition  was  erected  to  the 
principal  building,  greatly  increasing  its  capacity.  The 
school  has  a library  of  about  300  volumes,  and  a good  col- 
lection of  philosophical  apparatus.  The  number  of  pupils 
has  steadily  increased  from  year  to  year.  The  average  daily 
attendance  in  1870  was  150  ; in  1877  it  was  298.  During 
the  latter  year  seven  teachers  were  regularly  employed. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  entered  the  service 
during  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion  to  fill  the  quotas  of 
this  town,  as  compiled  by  N.  J.  Farmer  in  1865 : 

Alexander  Brewer,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  3d  Kogt.,  April  22, 18GI ; dis.  May  22,  1SG3; 

re-enl.  in  Co.  F,  3d  Cav.,  Dec.  28,  18G3  ; dis.  Nov.  22,  13G3. 

Edwin  T.  Farmer,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  93th  Regt.,  Oct.  2, 18CI ; sorgt. ; discharged  ; re- 
eul.  in  same  regt. ; dis.  13G3. 

Ira  Green,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  4uth  Regt., Nor.  28,  1SG1 ; corporal. 

Homer  Broad  well,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  Car.,  June  10,  1801;  dis.;  re-enl.  in  same 
regt.,  Jan.  1,  1SG4;  wounded. 

Nathan  L.  Ifeinstreet,  enl.  in  Co.  K,76th  Rogt.,  Nov.  31, 1SG1 ; sergt. 

Albert  Graves,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  1801 ; wounded  in  battle  of  Wilder- 
ness ; dis.  Oct.  8,  1SG4. 

John  B.  Goodsell,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  8,  1SG2;  wounded;  dis.  April 
13,1803. 

Henry  B.  Theadon,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11, 1SG2 ; in  l.atii  -s  f 
second  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Locust  Or  • 
Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvuniu,  front  of  Petersburg,  and  second 
Sailor’s  Creek  ; wounded. 

Olin  Sackett,  capt.,  cul.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  13G2;  resigned  in  18C2  on 
account  of  physical  dis  ibility. 

Orrin  J.  Gifford,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  l‘21st  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG2 ; killed  at  Chaocellorsville, 
31  ay  3,  1803. 

Albert  Schermerhorn,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.;  wounded  at  Vorkt jwn  ; 

throgh  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

George  Bilker,  enl.  in  Co.  E.  2d  Art.,  Jan.  3,  1803  ; wounded  at  Petersburg  : i s. 

Is»k3. 

Francis  E.  Crosier,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  5, 1801;  ord.  sergt.;  dis.  July  12, 
18CJ. 


1 ‘ '‘table  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school. 

1 he  board  of  education  hold  their  first  mooting  on  Oct. 
l-'G,  at  which  Silas  Sullivan  was  unanimously  chosen 
1 ; 'i'lent  and  Andrew  G.  Shaw  secretary. 


* Mr.  Saxton,  alter  leaving,  went  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  wh-'ro 
he  engaged  again  in  teaching.  He  died  a few  months  after,  lie 
hit  many  friends  in  Uueonta,  by  whom  his  memory  is  alVeol  innately 
cherished. 
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Cha*.  M.  Crosier,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Feb.  26, 18G4.# 

il  ra»?e  Hudson,  1st  lient,  enl.  in  *5d  Cav.,  A u vf . 0,  1862;  transf.  to  1st  U.  S.  C.  C. 

IW.  il,  1863;  resigned  May  11,1865. 

WJUam  II.  Peck,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Ang.  9, 18G2. 

J m ;h  Benedict,  enl.  in  1st  Engrs,,  Oct.  3,  1661 ; dis.  Oct.  12, 1SG4. 

Will  am  Mickel,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  July  28,  1SG2;  in  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  AntieUm,  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville ; wounded;  dis. 
Dec.  14,  1804. 

y*rhan  Graves,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  T52d  Regt.,  Sept.  G,  1862;  dis.  Ang.  20, 1863. 

James  Roberts,  regt.  com.  sergt,  enl.  in  tlio  ad  Cav.,  Aug.  7,  1802;  did.  June  G, 
1865. 

Raymond  L.  Ford,  2d  lient,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  Cav.,  Aug.  4,1801 ; did.  Oct.  12, ’04. 

J iffltn  Decker,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  18*4  ; veteran. 

E sha  Lewis,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  25,  1864;  veteran. 

Won.  .Ofield,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  25,  18G4  ; veteran. 

Mchael  Riley,  enl.  in  the  £UJ  Regt,  Feb.  25,  1S04 ; veteran. 

Maurice  Temple,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864;  veteran. 

B**nj.  ILithbone,  enl.  in  1-t  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864 ; veteran. 

Renj.  Ambrose,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art..  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

J j hn  An  her,  enl.  in  1-t  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864;  veteran. 

The**.  Brosman,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran, 
if.  P.  Childs,  sergt.,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864  ; veteran. 

Theodore  Dcnoyer,  enl.  in  l»t  L.  Art.,  Feb.  18*34;  veteran. 

Joseph  English,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1**4;  veteran. 

Patrick  Flynn,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art..  Feb.  1864;  veteran. 

Wm.  Fadling,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

James  Finn,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864 ; veteran, 

M irtin  Henry,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art,  Feb.  1864  ; veteran. 

Edwin  C.  House,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  18G4;  veteran. 

Peter  Leavenbrewer,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804  ; veteran. 

Hrory  Leathermun,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1864;  veteran. 

Thus.  Aladigan,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  18G4  ; veteran. 

Allen  F.  Mallory,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

Wru.  Price,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

Al-el  Palmer,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

Daniel  Rodgers,  enl.  iu  14  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804  ; veteran. 

Geo.  A.  Robb,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

John  L.  Sickles,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804 ; veteran. 

John  Van  Volkenburg,  en!  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804 ; veteran. 

James  Wheeler,  enl.  in  1st  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

Henry  Warner,  enl.  in  14  L.  Art..  Feb.  1S04 ; veteran. 

Edward  Wells,  enl.  iu  l>t  L.  Art.,  Feb.  1804;  veteran. 

Robert  Winn,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  8, 1SG2 ; dis.  June  11, 1805. 

Henry  C.  Whitman,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  G, 2d  Cav.,  Sept.  9,  1802  ; dis.  June  10,  *65. 
Alexander  W.  Hand,  sergt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  lul4  Regt.,  Nov.  24,  1801  ; wounded 
at  Chantilly,  Sept.  1,  1802;  dis.  Feb.  20, 1863. 

Mvrou  Yager,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1802  ; wounded  at  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court-House;  dis.  May  29,  1805. 

George  Reynolds,  sergt.,  enl.  in  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  9, 1862;  dis.  June  10, 18G5. 

Henry  C.  Grant,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  7,  1802  ; dis.  June  lo,  1865. 

David  Alger,  Jr.,  corp.,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9, 1862;  wounded  ; dis.  ’05. 
Chaoncey  Alger,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Aug. 27, 1802 ; wounded  at  the  Wilder- 
ness ; dis.  1805. 

Malcorn  Keenan,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  31,1862;  dis.  1865. 

Elms  Houghtaling,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1802. 

Hiram  Alger,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  27, 1802  ; dis.  1805. 

TIomer  Brewer,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  71st  Regt.,  April  20,  1801;  dis.  1801;  re-enl.  in 
Co.  G,  44th  Regt.,  Sept,  svme  year;  dis.  1SG3,  for  physical  disability. 

Milton  Brewer,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  34th  Regt.,  June  4,  1801  ; mortally  wounded  at 
Fair  Oaks. 

Elliott  E.  Barnes,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  1SC2;  killed  at  Fredericksburg, 
May  3,  1863. 

Samuel  Leonard,  Jr.,  enl. in. Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  27,  1S02;  dis.  1803. 

Levi  S.  Miles,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  95th  Regt.,  Oct.  2,  1861  ; dis.  1804. 

Geo.  W.  Butts,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  17,  1SG4 ; dis.  July  17,  1865. 

Alonzo  Pratt, enl.  iu  Co.  A,  100th  Regt.,  Sept.  9,  1SGJ  ; taken  prisoner  at  Drury’s 
Bluff;  iu  prison  at  Richmond,  Andersonville,  Charleston,  and  Florence; 
exchanged  in  Dec.  1864;  dis.  in  1865. 

Joseph  S.  M asset  t,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  28, 1862  ; dis.  June  9,  1865. 

IL*j*nry  Wickham,  q.-m. -sergt.,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  7, 1862 ; dis.  June  9,1805. 
J Sines  B.  Miller,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  12, 1S01 : dis.  June  11,  1804;  and 
re-eul.  in  Co.  F,  1st  Eng.,  Feb.  14,  1865;  dis.  in  1865. 

Solomon  Sullivan,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  101st  Regt.,  Nov.  24,  1801 ; in  battle  of  Chan- 
tilly; wounded  and  discharged;  re-enl.  iu  Co.  E,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  5,  1804; 
dis.  in  1865;  corporal. 

Flenry  S.  Porter,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1st  Eng.,  in  Sept.  1804;  dis.  July  17,  1865. 
W-M-dhury  K.  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  13.  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  2,  1802;  dis.  June  7,  l8«)5. 
Nathan  Bridges,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  3d  Cav  , Aug.  7.  1862;  dis.  Jan.  12,  1>6.{. 

W.  (loackcnhii-h,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  14  Regt.,  Aug. 7,  1802;  dis.  April 
21,  1865. 

E! v in  Cnt'hun,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Sept.  13,  1804  ; dis.  June  13,  1865. 

Isaac  * jnaekciihu'h,  sergt.,  enl.  iu  Co.  B,  44th  Regt.,  Aug.  19,  1861  ; dis.  Nov. 
29,  1862. 

Simuel  G.  Cook,  q.-m.-sergt.,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  16,1862;  dis.  Dec* 
1862. 

R P.  Bishop,  enl.  in.£V  kid  Regt,  Aug.  G,  1801  ; wounded  at  Yorktown  ; dis, 
Dec.  1*»,  1802;  lout  ai  m. 


Ezra  G.  Potter,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  8, 1862 ; dis.  June  10,  1865. 

P.  S.  Dunham,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  5,  1862 ; taken  prisoner  at 
N.  0.,  July  21, 1863;  paroled  Oct.  1,  1863;  din.  June  10,  1865. 

Leonard  Pratt,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt , in  S^pt.  1802 ; dis.  in  1803. 

Ira  J.  Emmons,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3d  Cav,  Aug.  22,  1801;  tak«-n  pri-.r..  r xi 
Plymouth,  N.  C , April  20,  18G4  ; in  prison  at  Andersonvilh*,  ( barb-*. 
Florence,  and  Goldsboro’;  paroled  Feb.  25,  1865;  dis.  April  28,  1865. 

Oliver  Kimball,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.,  Sept.  14,  lbGl  ; re-eul.  in  same  co.  j 
regt. ; dis.  July  13, 1865. 

Soloinoii  Kimball,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  0,  1801  ; re-enl.  in  same  r 
pany  and  regiment,  Sept.  24.  1SC3;  captured  at  the  Wilderness,  and  -rut  ... 
Andersonville;  paroled;  died  at  Annapolis  in  1804. 

Elvin  D.  Farmer,  enl.  iu  Co.  K.  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  ISC— ; supposed  to  have  L**,  a 
killed  at  Fredericksburg,  May  3,  1803. 

John  B.  Shove,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12 1st  Regt.,  Aug.  9, 1862;  dis.  June  -7,  1865. 

Stewart  A.  Grant,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1802;  dis.  in  1805. 

Al»el  F.  Packard,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  7,  1802;  died  May  25,  1SG4. 

Warren  I*.  Burton,  enl.  in  the  70th  Regt.  in  Nov.  1801 ; dis.  N<»v.  22,  1801. 

Willis  Snow,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  in  Nov.  1801 ; dis.  in  Nov.  18*4. 

Phinea8  0.  Fish,  enl.  in  the  1st  Eng. 

Francis  Streight,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12lst  Regt.,  July  29, 1802;  dis.  July  0,  1865. 

Win.  Strickland,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1862;  dis.  July  6,  1865. 

Silas  J Strader,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  3d  Cav.,  in  Aug.  1802  ; dis.  in  1805. 

Ilarvey  B.  Van  Alstiue,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  30, 1802;  dis.  July  2S,  1865. 

Norman  D.  Jew'ell. 

Chas.  A.  Watkins,  lieut.-col.,  enl.  in  the  70th  Regt.,  Noy.  1,  1801 ; rose  by  j.r«w 
motion  through  the  various  grades  from  1st  liout.  to  lieut.-col. ; dis.  Nov. 8, 
1804. 

John  Youngs,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  101st  Regt.,  Nov. 28, 1801  ; captured  at  Chanrcllonu 
ville,  May  3,  1803;  wounded  at  Sjiottsyl vania,  May  12,  18G4;  re-enlisted  in 
Co.  K,  40th  Regt.,  Dec.  20,  1803;  dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Chas.  E.  Foote,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  D.  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  12,  1861 ; wounded  at  Wash- 
ington, N.  C.,  Sept.  0,  1S62;  dis.  Aug.  11,  18*4. 

Andrew  J.  Sullivan,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  31,  1802;  dis.  June  7,  1S05. 

Ernstus  Patterson,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  1802;  dis.  1805. 

George  Q.  Watkins,  2d  lient.,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  3d  Cav.,  July  24,  1801 ; dis.  and  re- 
enlisted in  same  company  and  regiment,  Jan.  18*4. 

Albert  P.  Watkins,  enl.  in  the  3d  Art.,  Dec.  1801 ; dis.  and  re-enlisted  in  1S»4 ; 
dis.  July  4,  18*4;  died  Aug.  1,  1805. 

Chas.  Gates,  enl.  in  Co  G,  3d  Cav.,  Sept.  9,  1802. 

Mattereon  Youngs,  Nelson  Hoag,  James  H.  Quackenbush,  John  T.  Pardoe, 
Walter  Pardoe,  Robt.  Cooke,  Chas.  Culver,  Orrin  J.  Cooke,  John  R.  Wol- 
cott, Daniel  Shults,  Jas.  II.  Hamilton,  Elisha  S.  Fisher,  Chas.  N.  Merrill*', 
Wm.  Olin,  Jas.  P.  Leake,  Ernst  Peters,  John  T.  Bronson,  Edgar  Rcdding- 
ton,  Thos.  H.  Norris,  John  B.  Woodruff,  Lewis  J.  Woodruff,  Alfred  Barton, 
George  Page. 

John  S.  Driggs,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Eng.,  Oct.  5, 1801 ; dis.  May  7, 1803  ; re-enlistcd 
in  Co.  C,  12th  V.  R.  C.,  July  20,  18G3. 

Edgar  S.  Driggs,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Eng.,  Oct.  5, 1801 ; dis.  Oct.  11,  1805. 

Willard  Morell,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  95th  Regt.,  Nov.  5,  1801 ; wounded ; dis.  Oct.  23, 
1802. 

Edward  H.  Whitney,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  39th  Regt. 

Lewis  Ingalls,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  14,  1802  ; dis.  1865. 

John  Ingalls,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Aug.  28,  1802;  dis.  June  8,  1SG5. 

Meigs  Case,  surg.,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

The  following  residents  of  this  town  at  date  of  enlistment 
were  credited  elsewhere  : 

James  D.  Stowcll,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  ICtli  Art.,  Jan.  1, 1SG4;  received  sunstroke  at 
Dutch  Gap;  dis.  May  14,1805. 

Stephen  II.  prum,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  90th  Regt  , Sept.  2,  1804 ; in  baltlo  of  Cedar 
Creek. 

Levi  W.  Broadwill,  enl.  Feb.  10, 1804;  dis.  July  6, 1805. 

Francis  Cipcrly,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  90th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1804;  dis.  June  3, 1S65. 

Geo.  W.  Ingalls,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  June  5,  1804. 

Henry  R.  Abel,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  03d  Regt.,  March  28,  1 8*4  ; dis.  July  10,  1805. 

Chauncey  Cipperly,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  90th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  W4 ; dis.  June  3.,  1>65. 

Wallace  Bet terley,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  noth  Regt.,  Sept.  4,  1804  ; dis.  June  4,  lv6‘*. 

IraS.  Miller,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  2d  II.  Art.,  Jan.  8,  1862;  dis.  April  C,  1SC2. 

Leroy  Pratt,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  18,  18*4. 

Herman  D.  Yager,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  5th  II.  Art.,  Jan.  5,  1SG4 ; dis.  Sept.  28,  1S'4. 

Ezra  II.  Van  Alstvne.  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Dec.  1803. 

Geo.  A.  Pardee,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  3d  Cav.,  Jail.  1,  18G4. 

Alonzo  It.  Watkins,  enl.  in  the  8th  Bat.,  Jan.  5,  18*4;  dis.  July  5, 1865. 

Allen  II.  Green,  mil.  in  Co.  II,  121st  Regt.,  March  29,  18*4;  dis.  July  17,  1865. 

Edward  W.  Brewer,  enl.  in  Co.  <«,  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  13,  1864 ; dis.  Nov.  29,  1865. 

Edward  IV  Jewell,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  3d  Cav.,  Jan.  20,  ls*4;  dis.  Nov.  1805. 

Witt  <\  Barnes,  mil.  in  the  3d  Cav.,  Jail.  20,  1s,  4 ; dis.  Nov.  1865. 

K Reynolds,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cuv. ; dis.  Nov.  2,  1805. 

John  Jones,  enl.  in  the  3d  Cav. 

Edward  II.  Whitney,  enl.  in  the  8th  L.  Art , Jan.  7,  1864;  dis.  1865. 
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biographical  sketches. 


JAMES  SLADE. 

TV  subject  of  thi3  sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Waterloo,  Albany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  10,  1708.  He  was 
kVUiiJ  son  in  a family  of  ten  children — six  sons  and  four 
da u editors — of  James  Slade  and  Lois  Barber  ; the  former 
a native  of  the  New  England  States,  and  of  English 
descent,  the  latter  a native  of  Connecticut.  His  father 
*as  born  May  30,  1770,  and  died  in  Westerloo,  May  30, 
1S40.  II  is  mother  was  born  March  4,  1775,  and  died 
also  in  Westerloo,  Dec.  31,  1830. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  spent  his  early  life  on  the 
farm  at  home.  His  father  was  a well-to-do  farmer,  and 
although  he  had  a large  family  gave  them  the  best  oppor- 
tunities he  could  afford  for  obtaining  an  education,  which 
was  confined  to  the  district  schools.  James  so  improved 
these  rare  opportunities  that  before  comiug  of  age  he  had 
taught  school  some  two  terms. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  struck  out  into  the  world 
for  himself,  and,  after  working  about  one  year  on  a farm  for 
a neighbor,  he  started  and  made  the  trip  on  foot  to  explore, 
with  a view  of  settling,  for  a homestead,  and  visited  Penn- 
sylvania, going  to  the  then  “ far  west’’  Buffalo,  returning 
the  same  year.  In  1S20,  Mr.  Slade,  with  his  father’s 
assistance,  bought  114J  acres  of  timber  land  in  the  town  of 
Meredith,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  after  erecting  his  log 
cabin  returned  to  his  native  town,  and  the  next  month, 
Dec.  27,  1820,  married  Miss  Samantha,  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Ford  and  Lydia  Reed,  of  Westerloo,  Albany  Co., 
N.  Y.,  both  descendants  of  New  England  stock. 

Fully  settled  in  his  new  home  in  the  wilderness,  all  the 
obstacles  of  a pioneer  life  loomed  up  before  the  minds  of 
the  new-comers  in  the  strange  forest ; but  resolution,  patience, 
a will  to  succeed,  together  with  that  natural  business  ability 
which  has  so  developed  itself  in  Mr.  Slade’s  career  in 
subsequent  years,  in  the  course  of  a few  years  cleared  off 
the  original  forests,  prepared  the  fields  for  the  seed,  and  in 
the  course  of  eleven  years  he  had  some  SO  acres  of  his 
purchase  ready  for  raising  grain. 

It  was  at  this  house  that  four  of  the  children  were  born, 
Lumon  Reed,  Sherman  M inslow,  Theron  Ford,  and 
Lewis  Sherrill.  The  third  son  died  at  the  age  of  one  year. 

In  the  year  1832  Mr.  Slade  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  the  town  of  Oneonta,  Otsego  County,  and  purchased  200 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  lias  since  made  several  additions, 
and  where  he  has  resided  until  the  writing  of  this  sketch. 
A view  ot  his  stone  residence,  surrounded  by  fruit-growing 
and  ornamental  trees  of  his  own  planting,  showing  the  re- 
sult of  his  ambition  and  toil,  together  with  the  portraits  of 
himself  and  wife,  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

In  politics  Mr.  Slade  was  first  identified  with  the  Fed- 
eralists, afterwards  with  the  M big  party,  and  upon  the  for- 
mation of  the  Republican  party  became  an  ardent  supporter 
of  its  principles,  and  has  since  remained  unswervingly  in 
its  ranks,  always  looking  to  principles  involved  rather  than 
to  the  men  representing  them.  He  was  a very  strong 
advocate  of  anti-slavery  principles,  and  a warm  supporter 
of  the  Union  cause  during  the  late  Rebellion. 


At  the  age  of  twenty  Mr.  Slade  became  interested  in 
the  church,  and  united  with  the  Baptist  denomination  in 
his  native  town  ; and,  upon  coming  to  take  up  his  residence 
in  Oueonta,  and  finding  no  church  of  his  persuasion,  with 
others  was  one  of  the  founders  and  organizers  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  in  that  place ; and  now  he  with  two  others  are 
all  that  arc  left  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the  church  to  give 
reminiscences  of  its  pioneer  days.  Upon  its  organization 
Mr.  Slade  was  elected  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church 
(David  Yager  being  the  other),  and  still  retains  that  office, 
now  in  his  eightieth  year. 

As  he  has  been  prospered  with  the  goods  of  this  world, 
he  has  been  liberal  in  supplying  the  wants  of  those  less 
fortunate,  and  in  supporting  all  interests  tending  to  make 
society  better. 

Mrs.  Slade  was  a consistent  Christian  woman,  remembered 
the  needy  and  administered  to  their  wants  and  necessities; 
was  a strong  advocate  of  temperance,  and  reared  her  chil- 
dren under  that  discipline  that  contributes  to  true  manhood 
and  womanhood.  Her  many  virtues  are  remembered  by 
all  who  knew  her.  She  died  Oct.  15,  1875. 

After  removing  to  Oneonta  there  were  born  to  Deacon 
and  Mrs.  Slade  two  children,  Elvina  (died  in  infancy)  and 
Hamilton  Ford,  who  married  Miss  Lucy  Michael,  of  Daven- 
port, and  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  care  for  their 
father -as  he  walks  down  the  decline  of  life. 


CARLTON  EMMONS. 

Major  Asa  Emmons,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
was  married  to  Eunice  Prentice,  and  was  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  a merchant  in  Harpersfield, 
Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  About  the  year  1800  he  removed  to 
the  town  of  Oneonta,  Otsego  County,  and  purchased  several 
hundred  acres  of  timber  land  bordering  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  river,  and  engaged  extensively  in  lumbering, 
and  by  means  of  rafts  on  the  river  transported  his  lumber 
to  Baltimore  and  other  ports.  He  also,  after  clearing  the 
land,  carried  on  farming.  He  was  an  active  business  man, 
possessing  that  resolution  and  energy  so  characteristic  of 
the  men  of  that  day.  He  died  in  Maryland,  while  there 
making  sale  of  his  lumber,  in  the  year  1820. 

Amid  all  his  business  Major  Emmons  did  not  forget  the 
education  of  his  children,  but  gave  them  the  advantages  of 
the  schools  at  Hudson,  Cooperstown,  and  other  places,  lie 
received  his  title  of  major  by  regular  gradations  from  the 
rank  and  file  in  the  State  militia,  and  was  familiarly  associ- 
ated with  the  military  parades  on  Fourth  of  July  celebra- 
tions, and  as  far  back  as  1819  the  Otsego  Herald  says, 
“ After  making  a few  pertineut  remarks,  Major  Emmons 
read  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  followed  by  the 
orator  of  the  day,  Wm.  S.  Stow,  Esq.” 

Major  Emmons  was  well  read  in  the  current  events  of 
his  times,  and  his  son,  Carlton,  has  preserved  until  1^78 
some  of  the  choice  papers,  one  of  which  is  The  Jialmice, 
a paper  printed  at  Hudson  in  1808. 

The  Emmons  family  is  supposed  to  be  descended  from 
English  stock,  and  to  be  of  New  England  extraction.  Mrs. 
Major  Emmons  was  a native  of  Harpersfield;  survived 
her  husband  some  nineteen  years ; re-married  (her  second 
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husband’s  name  being  Wm.  Fairchild),  and  died  in  the 
year  1839. 

Carlton  was  third  child  in  the  family  of  seven  children ; 
a native  of  Otsego  County,  born  Feb.  2G,  1S04.  He  has 
lived  through  the  various  changes  from  a wilderness  to  the 
present  improvement  in  agriculture,  wealth,  and  enterprise. 
He  spent  his  early  life  on  the  farm  at  home,  and  at  the 
death  of  his  father,  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age, 
be  assumed  the  responsibility  and  charge  of  his  father's 
business  (his  cider  brother  having  been  educated  for  a pro- 
fession); also  carried  on  largely  the  lumbering  interests, 
shipping  to  Washington,  Philadelphia,  and  other  markets. 
This,  with  farming,  lie  carried  on  until  the  year  1840, 
when,  the  estate  being  settled,  he  bought  200  acres  of  land 
near  East  Oneonta,  to  which  he  has  since  made  additions 
of  several  hundred  acres,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest 
land-owners  in  the  county. 

For  some  sixteen  years  Mr.  Emmons  kept  a public-house 
at  East  Oneonta,  where  his  hospitality,  his  genial  disposition, 
his  unostentatious  manner,  and  general  good  cheer  were 
ever  ready  to  meet  the  stranger  and  welcome  his  friends. 

The  result  of  a life  of  activity,  showing  his  improvements 
and  surroundings  and  one  of  the  most  desirable  localities  in 
the  town,  may  be  seen,  together  with  the  portraits  of  himself 
and  wife,  on  another  page  of  this  book.  In  polities  Mr. 
Emmons  has  been  an  unswerving  standard-bearer  of  the 
Democratic  party;  a firm  supporter  of  the  constitution 
and  the  Union  cause  during  the  late  Rebellion.  Held  in 
such  esteem  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he  has  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  some  four  years,  and  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  supervisor  several  terms. 

Feb.  3,  1828,  he  married  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  Wm. 
Fairchild,  of  Cooperstown. 

Mrs.  Emmons  early  in  life  became  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  church,  remaining  warmly  attached  to  its  interests 
until  her  death,  Aug.  1,  1S71.  She  was  a devoted  wife 
and  mother,  and  especially  honored  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  her  for  her  many  virtues. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emmons  were  born  two  children,  Delos 
W.,  who  married  Miss  Mary  Stoddard,  of  Oneonta,  and 
now  resides  in  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  and  is  the 
general  superintendent  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  rail- 
road lauds  at  that  city;  Roxy  A.,  widow  of  the  late  Julius 
T.  Aldin,  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Emmons  is  nowin  his  seventy-fourth  year,  retaining 
to  a remarkable  degree  the  activity  of  both  body  and  mind 
common  to  men  much  younger  in  years. 


CHAPTER  LVII. 

TOWN  OF  OTEGO. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  anT 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Ineiileuts — First  Town-Meeting 
— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  1 s22  to 
1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — Schools — Agricultural  ami  General 
Statistics — Area — Assessed  and  I'hpiali/.cd  Valuation — Population 
from  IS'.’d  to  IsTa. 

Of  Kuo  was  organized  from  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  ! 
and  Unadilla,  April  12,  1822,  as  Huntsville.  Its  name  i 
was  changed,  and  a part  of  Milford  annexed  April  17,  1830.  I 


It  lies  on  the  south  border  of  the  county,  and  is  bound  1 
as  follows : on  the  north  by  Laurens,  on  the  east  bv 
Oneonta,  on  the  south  by  Delaware  county,  and  on  the 
west  by  Unadilla  and  Butternuts.  Its  surface  is  a hillv 
upland.  The  north  part  is  separated  into  ridges  2U0  to 
400  feet  in  height.  The  soil  consists  of  a clay  and  sandy 
loam,  and  is  well  adapted  to  grazing  and  the  raising  of 
grains. 

The  settlement  of  the  town  commenced  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  Revolution.  Among  the  first  settlers  was 
Ransom  Hunt,  who  with  a wife  and  four  children  came 
from  Bennington,  Vt.,  in  about  the  year  1800,  and  pur- 
chased land  on  the  present  site  of  the  village.  He  pur- 
chased several- hundred  acres  of  land  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Mr.  Hunt  built  the  first  tavern 
in  the  town,  which  was  of  logs,  and  stood  a short  distance 
south  of  the  Sliter  hotel.  Seven  years  later,  in  1SU7,  lie 
erected  a frame  tavern  which  he  kept  more  than  forty  years. 
The  old  building,  which  was  burned  in  April,  1877,  stood 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Sliter  hotel.  Mr.  Hunt 
was  a prominent  pioneer,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  settlement.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  two  daughters.  A daughter,  Mrs.  Ilughston,  resides 
in  the  village,  and  two  sous,  Harvey  and  Ransom,  in  the 
town. 

Another  prominent  early  settler  was  Daniel  Weller,  who 
emigrated  from  Roxbury,  Conn.,  in  1S09,  and  located  in  the 
village.  He  was  closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
town,  and  was  its  first  supervisor,  and  continued  in  office 
eight  years.  He  was  also  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  offi- 
ciated in  that  capacity  nearly  twenty  years.  Two  daugh- 
ters reside  in  Laurens. 

Other  settlers  in  this  vicinity  were  John  Birdcall,  Ben- 
jamin Cummings,  Jacob  Yates,  and  Joseph  Pierce. 

The  early  merchants  in  Otego  were  Smith  A Morey,  and 
Thaddeus  R.  Austin. 

Daniel  Weller  was  the  pioneer  blacksmith. 

The  first  physician  was  John  Wright,  and  the  first  attor- 
ney Benjamin  Estes. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  built  by  Ransom  Hunt,  and  the 
first  cloth-dressing  mill  by  Pliineas  Cook.  Mr.  Cook  set- 
tled on  the  east  branch  of  the  Otsdawa  in  the  year  1800. 

Nathan  Emerson,  from  Connecticut,  was  a pioneer  in  the 
vicinity  of  Otsdawa,  where  he  died.  Two  sons,  Samuel 
L.  and  Lewis  D.,  are  residents  of  the  town.  Another 
prominent  pioneer  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Otsdawa  was 
Henry  Sheldon,  who  came  from  Rhode  Island,  in  about 
the  year  1S17,  and  settled  about  two  miles  above  Ote-.ro 
village.  He  reared  a large  family.  One  son,  Timothy  Shel- 
don, resides  in  the  vicinity.  The  old  homestead  is  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Hopkins,  a sister  of  Henry  Sheldon.  Jonathan 
Weaver  was  also  an  early  settler  from  Rhode  Island.  IIcl 
came  into  the  town  in  about  the  year  1800,  and  located  on 
Smith's  patent,  about  four  miles  from  Oteiro.  With  Mr. 
Weaver  came  Thurston  Brown,  also  from  Rhode  IsanJ, 
who  married  Lis  daughter,  and  located  in  the  vicinity.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Queenstown.  A son,  Thurston,  resides  in  the  town, 
and  occupies  the  farm  upon  which  he  was  horu  in  18nfi. 
Benjamin  Edson,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  came  from 
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, in  1810.  Freeman  Edson,  S.  L.  Emerson, 

, . Brown  are  the  only  surviving  old  settlers  in 

ti,(  n ' y ■ 

, t n k Martin  rame  from  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  in  about 

• ..  Hid  M'ttled  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Otsdawa.  llis 
, „ u»L*te<i  of  ten  children, — four  sons  and  six  daugh- 
, \ m,Hi  Samuel,  came  with  his  father  and  settled  upon 

, ming  farm,  where  he  died,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
^ T... u->  descendants  are  numbered  among  the  respectable 
i^r.i  of  the  Ujwn. 

K Hathaway  and  a son,  Cephas,  emigrated  from  the 
i ,.f  stiady  habits”  in  about  the  year  1799.  and  set- 
i ,t  t Msdawa.  Cyrus  and  Lysander  Hathaway  reside  in 

J illli-S  Wa  it  was  an  early  settler,  and  located  in  the  south- 

* ; jart  of  the  town  in  about  the  year  1805. 

.-huik  I Thomas  was  also  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity, 
luiar  creek.  ~~  - 

ihjeon  Lester  Newland  settled  in  Otego,  then  known  as 
:i**KrUle,  in  1822.  The  old  homestead  is  owned  by  hLs 
lldirv. 

Other  early  s<.*ttlcrs  were  Peter  Bundy,  Barnard  Over- 

* ;«t,  Benjamin  Shepard,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Rowland  Carr, 
J hti.A.  Hodge,  Michael  Birdsall.  Peter  Scramling,  Andrew 
11  .l.*c,  Nathan  Birdsall,  John  Smith,  Nahum  Smith,  Wil- 
unu  Benedict,  Parley  Pember,  Danl  Shepherd,  Isaac  Ben- 
nies, Benjamin  Shepherd,  Sylvester  Goodrich,  Isaac  Wolfe, 
Abraham  Wolfe,  Garret  Quaekenbush,  Coonradt  Wiles, 
Have!  Blakeley,  Jedediah  Tracy,  Daniel  Lawrence,  Abru- 
i.itu  Blakeley,  Nathan  Birdsall,  Stephen  Ford,  Ebenezer 
Knapp,  Chester  Lamb,  Elias  Hinsdale,  William  Shepherd, 
Ttuttian  Trask.  Daniel  Knapp,  Levi  B.  Packard,  Solomon 
Fuller,  Samuel  Fisk,  John  Bollman,  John  Taylor.  Deacon 
A-hacl  Packard,  John  Yermilyea,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Kim;. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  early  settlers  were  from  New 
England,  though  a not  inconsiderable  number  were  of 
l'unh  extraction  from  the  Mohawk  valley.  There  being 
i marked  difference  in  their  character  and  habits,  much 
trouble  was  the  result.  A fight  was  no  uncommon  oevur- 
f nee  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Dutch  and  the  “ Yankees.” 
i so  common  had  it  become  that  it  was  finally  agreed 
at  each  side  should  choose  a champion,  and  that  these 
t»'>  were  to  “ fight  it  out,"’  as  representatives  of  the  resive- 
'>"•  factions.  Those  selected  for  this  perilous  task  were 
d bn  French  and  Peter  Scramling.  The  contest  took 
j .■  atb  r the  raiding  of  the  first  saw-mill  in  the  town  bv 
l‘i'>r<im  Hunt.  Three  days  bad  been  spent  in  building  the 
fj'n,  and  upon  the  day  of  the  “ raising-’  a keg  of  rum  was 
: ittiisln.-d,  and  after  the  building  had  been  successfully 
fi»-<-d,  and  all  had  become  comfortably  merry,  the  chani- 
} ns  closed  for  the  contest.  After  a spirited  tight,  French 
“ ■'  adjudged  the  victor,  and  thus  ended  the  I'OiiUr  i~ir< .' 

1 be  Hallowing  interesting  and  valuable  sketch  of  t':.> 
'•'iy  .settlements  of  Otego  was  contributed  by  II  a. 

’ m zer  Blakely  : 

OTEGO. 

1 he  fir^t  settlements  in  Otego  were  made  :is  earN  r.s 
* 1 ' * ; some  of  the  first  being  Dutch,  from  Albauv  c-.  \...:y 
J“  • the  Mohawk  valley  and  Schoharie.  These  set- 


tled along  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  river.  They 
were  the  Wins,  Mericlos,  Scramlings,  Calder,  Snou.se,  and 
Wild,  and  Shellman,  a famous  hunter;  and  Vandcrweriker, 
Hess,  Overliisers  on  the  north  side  of  the  river;  and  on  the 
south  side  were  John  Christian.  Scramling,  Houtice,  Smith, 
and  Snousc.  The  latter  was  taken  from  the  settlement  at  Old 
Schoharie  and  carried  into  Canada  by  Indians,  and  kept 
some  three  years  before  he  escaped.  He  could  speak  their 
language,  and  was  famous  for  his  skill  in  making  the  rude 
plows  used  in  his  time. 

The  early  settlers  of  English  origin'  from  the  eastern 
States,  who  settled  at  first  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
were  three  brothers,  Ogdens,  who  took  lots  above  the  pres- 
ent lower  railroad  bridge.  Philo  Goodin,  John  Wattles, 
Menos  Goodrich,  Rathbone,  Northrup,  Tracey,  and  'Squire 
Birdsall,  who  eventually  moved  to  the  northerly  side  of  the 
river,  near  the  highway  leading  up  Briar  creek. 

Captain  Peter  and  Colonel  Elisha  Bundy  also  settled,  for 
a short  period,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  ou  the  farm 
recently  owned  by  Warren  T.  Godard. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  river,  beginning  at  the  lower  or 
southwesterly  side  of  the  town,  the  early  settlers  were  the 
Fisks,  from  Connecticut,  Ferry,  Abner,  and  Elijah,  the 
latter  making  his  first  settlement  near  to  where  the  steam 
saw-mill,  built  recently  by  Barnes  & Fox,  was  situated. 
Subsequently,  on  Briar  creek.  He  was  the  father  of  lion. 
Elijah  Ferry,  deceased. 

The  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Burnside  was  originally  set- 
tled by  Abner  Ferry,  called  the  Peter  Bundy  farm,  and  the 
lot  next  above,  where  Mr.  Root  now  lives,  was  settled  by 
John  Youmans,  who  kept  a public-house  there  for  many 
years. 

The  Birdsalls  and  Youmans  were  from  Dutchess  Co..  N. 
Y.  ; Acker,  Hornings,  David  Smith,  'Squire  Birdsall.  Ben- 
jamin Birdsall,  Timothy  Birdsall,  David  Blakeley,  Michael 
Birdsall,  who  settled  the  farm  now  owned  by  Wm.  Birdsall. 

The  farm  bought  by  David  Blakeley  was  origiually 
settled  by  a squatter,  with  his  log  hut  upon  the  bank  of 
the  river. 

Daniel  Weller,  from  Connecticut,  was  an  early  settler  in 
about  the  year  1SOO. 

Abram  Blakeley  and  Bansorn  Hunt  came  in  about  1800. 

Dr.  Boot,  with  bis  father,  from  Vermont. 

T.  R.  Austin,  from  Connecticut,  about  1800.  lie  was 
an  intelligent  gentleman,  and  a merchant  for  ncarlj  fifty 
years  at  Otego. 

The  first  store  started  in  what  is  now  the  village  of 
Otego  was  kept  by  Nahum  Smith  A Merely,  near  t lie  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Dr.  E.  S.  Saunders. 

Ransom  Hunt  settled  the  farm  now  owned  by  Harvey 
Hunt,  Esq.,  about  1800;  built  and  kept  a public-house  for 
many  years;  was  a member  of  the  convention  of  1821,  to 
amend  and  revise  the  constitution  of  New  York,  and  built 
a grist-mill  and  saw-miil  on  the  site  of  the  present  urist-  and 
saw-mill  owned  by  Jennings. 

Rice  settled  the  lot  upon  which  the  residence  of  Levi 
French  was  situated  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  in  1872,  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Otsdawa  creek. 

The  farm  and  lot  owned  by  Wm.  Van  Amec  was  oriu'- 
iually  taken  up  bv  Ransom,  who  built  the  tir.-t  saw-mill  at 
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the  head  of  the  ravine  or  rocky  ledge  on  the  Otsdawa  creek, 
and  afterwards  by  Captain  Peter  Bundy,  who  kept  a public-  ; 
house  there,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  dwelling  of 
Henry  Bundy. 

Ephraim  Sleeper  (a  Quaker)  subsequently  bought  the 
saw-mill  erected  just  below  the  ledge  of  rocks,  a grist-mill, 
and  a distillery.  These  mills  were  erected  in  about  1705. 

Colonel  Elisha  and  Captain  Peter  Bundy  were  men  of 
prominence  in  the  early  settlement,  and  each  brought  their 
family  with  them  and  engaged  in  lumbering  and  clearing 
their  lands  for  farming.  Their  first  settlement  was  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  the  river,  but  they  eventually  took 
lots  on  the  Otsdawa  creek,  where  Peter  erected  a saw-mill 
on  the  west  branch  of  the  Otsdawa,  near  its  junction  with 
the  east  branch.  He  also  erected  a dwelling  there,  and 
lived  there  with  his  family  until  he  removed  to  the  farm 
bought  of  Ransom.  Colonel  Elisha  Bundy  settled  on  the 
farm  subsequently  owned  by  John  Blakely. 

Captaiu  Peter  Bundy  moved  from  Massachusetts  in  the 
winter  of  1777,  with  his  large  family  of  young  children 
aud  wife,  taking  the  children,  such  as  were  unable  to  travel 
on  foot,  and  his  wife,  into  a wood-shod  sled  drawn  by  a 
small  pair  of  oxen.  He  was  accompanied  by  Deacon  Asahel 
Packard  and  others,  they  having  to  “ cut  their  way”  a por- 
tion- of  the  route  traveled,  before  aud  after  reaching  the 
valley  of  the  Charlotte.  Their  meagre  amount  of  personal 
effects  were  carried  on  the  sled.  A part  of  a barrel  of 
pork  furnished  them  with  food,  the  brine  of  which  was 
afterwards  boiled  down  for  salt  for  the  daily  use  of  the 
family.  They  camped  out  in  the  woods  many  nights, 
building  large  fires  to  protect  themselves  from  the  cold. 
They  traveled  slowly,  the  oxen  being  fed  on  “ browse”  a 
large  portion  of  the  way. 

Deacon  Packard  settled  near  Peter  Bundy  on  the  Ots- 
dawa, and  William  French  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Dennis  French,  his  grandson.  For  some  years  after 
these  first  settlers  reached  their  new  homes,  they  carried 
their  grain  to  Cooperstown,  to  be  ground  for  the  use  of  their 
families,  by  canoe  or  dug-out  up  the  Susquehanna,  and 
afterwards  by  wood-shod  sleds  to  a mill  erected  on  a branch 
of  the  Charlotte;  the  neighbors  combining  and,  in  turn, 
one  carrying  fur  several  families.  It  was  a four  days’  jour-  j 
ney  to  Cooperstown  and  back,  and  three  days  to  the  other  j 
mill.  A rude  log  cabin  was  erected  in  the  woods  on  the 
path  to  the  mill  on  the  Charlotte  branch,  to  stay  in  over- 
night, furnished  with  dry  wood,  etc.,  to  make  their  fire. 
The  tire  was  kindled,  by  flint  and  punk  and  the  back  of 
the  jack-knife,  to  keep  them  warm  overnight  if  cold. 

£ There  was  much  privation  and  suffering  for  the  first  few 
years  in  this  early  settlement.  One  of  the  brothers  Scram- 
ling,  who  settled  the  farm  recently  owned  by  Peter  Van 
Woert,  sowed  ten  acres  of  peas  with  the  intention  of  supplying 
the  hungry  settlers — who  were  crowding  in  larger  numbers 
than  usual  into  the  woods  for  settlement — with  food,  which 
he  gave  to  them  without  seeking  remuneration,  lie  said, 

" dey  shall  have  dem  free.”  Many  of  the  persons  who 
consumed  the  green  peas  lived  several  miles  away.  They 
were  all  “picked  clean”  and  no  charge. 

There  was  little  or  no  means  of  procuring  money  to  pay 
for  their  lots  bj  the  first  settlers,  except  through  the  pro- 


ceeds of  lumbering  on  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  fin.;  ; 
was  swept  from  the  lands  and  run  down  the  river,  'i 
receipts,  however,  were  a meagre  compensation  f.,r  ii.r 
labor  and  risks. 

The  east  branch  of  the  Otsdawa  creek  was  settled  by  t! 
following  among  other  families  and  persons,  to  wit : ( j 
James  French  where  R.  Thorp  now  lives  ; Casper  Overbid  r 
where  Arnold  now  lives;  Conrad  Overhiser  where  the  i.,v 
James  Bundy  lived;  above  Deacon  Green,  Frederick  Mir- 
tin,  Edward  Pope,  Samuel  Green,  John  Lamb,  Lewis  Hath*, 
ways,  Phineas  Cook,  John  Taylor,  Samuel  Hyatt,  'll 
settlement  commenced  on  the  west  branch  about  lsuo.  by 
the  Browns,  Weavers,  Jacob  Knolls,  Rice,  Checney  JvU.u. 
Hopkins,  Emerson,  Sheldon,  aud  Jarr  Cook,  mostly  fr  ui 
Rhode  Island. 

Mill  creek  was  settled  soon  after  the  close  of  1800  by 
the  Thayers,  Dolivair  Lawranee,  Stevens,  Murrays,  Conk, 
Isaac  Warren, Nathan  Hurd,  Hurlbut,  and  Solomon  Squires, 
the  latter  four  from  Connecticut. 

Brier  creek  was  settled  by  Isaac  Brown,  Deacon  Daniel 
Knapp,  Jacob  Gates,  Eben  Warner,  John  Walden,  Jo- 
seph Pearce,  Potter,  Vamillyea,  Arthur  Emmons,  Waits. 
The  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  R.  Day,  along  on 
the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  was  originally  settled  by 
Barnet  Overhiser,  and  the  farm  of  Mr.  Hale  by  II.  Hess. 

John  Blakely  was  a resident  of  Otego  from  1S11  to 
1S55,  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  a member  of  as- 
sembly for  Otsego  County  for  the  sessions  of  1 SI 9,  1S21, 
1822,  and  1824.  Ebenezer  Blakely  was  member  of  as- 
sembly from  Otsego  in  1840.  Ilarvey  Hunt  was  a mem- 
ber in  1S43.  Dr.  Elisha  S.  Saunders  was  a member  in 
1848.  Ransom  Hunt  was  a member  of  the  convention  of 
1821,  to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution,  etc. 

The  settlers  upon  Flax  Island  creek  were  Castle,  Cum- 
mings, Trasks,  Harrises,  Lambs,  Captain  Derias  Niles, 
Burdicks,  Murr,  Woodward.  Burdicks  settled  also  on  the 
west  branch  of  Otsdawa. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  settled  in  Otego 
were  John  Boldman,  enlisted  in  Virginia;  John  Taylor, 
who  escaped  by  swimming  from  the  British  prison-ship  in 
the  night,  swimming  three  miles;  Samuel  Hyatt  was  at  the 
taking  of  Stony  Point;  John  Lamb,  Asahel  Packard, 
Benjamin  Edson,  Moses  Stevens,  Samuel  Fisk  ; Samuel 
Fisk  was  at  the  taking  of  Stony  Point;  James  Marr, 
David  Smith,  John  Vamillyea,  William  King,  aud  John 
Wattles. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  OTEGO 

is  pleasantly  located  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  is  one 
of  the  flourishing  towns  of  the  county.  The  present  (1^-77) 
business  interests  are  as  follows : attorneys,  L.  E.  Bowe, 
F.  D.  Shuimvay  ; physicians,  George  W.  Cook,  A.  B. 
Cassaart,  James  Cassaart ; general  merchants,  Cook  A 
Parker,  Burdick  & Rathbuu,  Stillson  & Barlow;  Farmers' 
mercantile  association,  Myron  Wilcox,  agent ; hardware. 
Willis  II.  Lines ; furniture  and  tailoring.  Hunt  A Clark; 
fruit,  etc.,  George  Shepherd;  grocers,  Fleming  A Hale; 
photography,  S.  Wheeler;  harness-shop,  Levi  Coburn  ; 
gunsmith,  John  A.  Wheeler;  boots  and  shoes,  L.  D. 
Wicks,  Wm.  Seamans;  hotels.  “ Sliter  House,”  Mrs.  M. 
E.  Sliter,  proprietor;  “ Susquehanna  House,  Seoville 
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Tinsley,  proprietor;  grist-,  saw-,  and  cider-mills,  Anthony’ 
Jennings ; wagon-makers,  Henry  Birdsall,  Goodman  He 
Baldwin;  livery,  Mr.  Beach;  cooper-shop,  A.  Hutrhston; 
meat-market,  Dwight  Strong ; blacksmiths,  W.  II.  French, 
Cunningham,  Win.  Baldwin,  Thomas  Bailey. 

Otsdawa  is  a hamlet  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town, 
and  contains  a church  and  about  twenty-five  houses. 

TUE  FIRST  TO W N-.W K ET I N G 

in  the  town  of  Huntsville  was  held  at  the  house  of  Ransom 
Hunt,  April  30,  1822,  in  conformity  to  an  act  passed  April 
12,  1822,  for  the  creation  of  said  town  of  Huntsville, 
which  act  was  read  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting  by 
Daniel  Weller,  justice  of  the  peace.  Daniel  Lawrence  was 
chosen  secretary  and  Abraham  Blakeley  and  Peter  Scraru- 
ling  were  chosen  to  assist  the  justice  of  the  peace  in 
canvassing  the  votes.  The  following  officers  were  then 
elected,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — Daniel  Weller. 

Town  Clerk. — Daniel  Lawrence. 

Assessors. — Benjamin  Shepherd,  Joseph  Xorthrup,  Row- 
land Carr. 

Qtllector. — John  A.  Ilodge. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Michael  Birdsall,  Peter  Scram- 
ling. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — Andrew  Hodge,  Nathan 
Birdsall,  John  Smith. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — Russell  Hunt,  John  A. 
Hodge,  Nahum  Smith. 

Inspectors  of  Sc/tools. — Wm.  Benedict,  Parley  Pembcr, 
Daniel  Shepherd. - 

Constable. — John  A.  Hodge. 

Pound  Master. — Michael  Birdsall. 

Fence  Viewers. — Isaac  Benedict,  Benjamin  Shepherd, 
Silvester  Goodrich,  Isaac  Wolfe. 

Overseers  of  Highways. — Abraham  Wolfe,  Garrit  Quack- 
enbush,  Coonradt  Wiles,  Russell  Blakeley,  Jedediah  Tracy, 
Peter  Bund.  Jr..  Nathan  Birdsall,  Michael  Birdsall.  Stephen 
Ford,  Ebenezer  Knapp,  Chester  Lamb,  Elias  Hinsdale, 
W m.  Shepherd,  Nahum  Smith,  Daniel  Knap,  Solomon 
Fuller,  Truman  Trask,  Levi  B.  Packard. 

1 he  following  have  served  the  towu  as  supervisors  and 
town  clerks  from  its  organization  to  1878  : 

Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 
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Daniel  Lawrence. 
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Daniel  Knapp,  Jr. 
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Daniel  Knapp,  Jr. 

Harvev  Hunt. 
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Lester  Xewland. 

K/.ra  It.  Brewer. 
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James  Follctt. 

1'  

Mo«c?  Bundv. 
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Nathan  Bir'isall. 

Salmon  Cunningham 
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A.  S.  Rockwell. 
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Suporvi*.  r». 

Town  Clerk*. 
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Edward  Smith  (2d). 
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Levi  Coburn. 

1850 

Warren  J.  Goddard. 
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.....Schuyler  Oraborn. 

Squire  Baldwin. 
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William  Jay. 
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Thaddeus  Birdsall. 
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William  E.  Cunnngham. 
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George  M.  Cole. 
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Henry  Newlaud. 
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A.  Green. 
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Francis  E.  Shepherd. 
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Myron  Wilcox. 
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William  J.  Broadfoot. 

1803 

it  ii 

1861 

tt  u 

John  R.  Beardsley. 
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John  R.  Beardsley. 
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Charles  S.  Williams. 
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IL  J.  Scofield. 

H.  M.  Race. 
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II.  E.  Clark. 

1870 

A.  D.  Smith. 

1871 

W.  H.  Parker. 

1872 

Alfred  D.  Smith. 

1873 

Willis  11.  Lines. 

1874 

ti  tt 
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Henry  Ncwland. 

1876 

John  Pendlcbury. 

The  present  town  officers  (1877) 

are  as  follows : 

Supervisor. 

—William  II.  Parker 

Town  Clerk. — John  Stilson. 

Justices  of 

the  Peace. — Alonzo 

II.  Trask,  Morell  Ed- 

wards. 

Assessor. — 

Theron  E.  Horton. 

Commissioner  of  Highways. — Wilson  Me  Keene. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Alba  Smith,  Abner  Castle. 

Collector. — William  Whitney. 

Constables. — Harvey  Sutton,  Alfred  Rockwell,  Willard 
Martindale,  Eugene  Smith,  Barber  Sheldon. 

Game  Constable. — James  Ferry. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Winsor  M.  Place,  II.  0.  Pack- 
ard, A.  Hathaway. 

Town  Auditors. — Cyrus  Hunt,  J.  R.  Thorp,  Ansel 
Ward. 

Excise  Commissioner. — Alfred  Arnold. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865  there  were  18,32G  acres  of  improved  land  and 
; G728  acres  unimproved;  cash  value  of  farms,  8818,423  ; 

| 2246}  acres  plowed  and  125  in  fallow;  in  pasture,  0866; 

| in  meadow,  5438;  tons  of  hay,  4311;  bushels  of  grass- 
seed,  31 ; bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested  in  18G4,  130 ; 
winter  wheat,  405;  bushels  of  oats,  15,870;  winter  rye, 
1700  ; barley.  202  ; buckwheat,  1051  ; Indian  corn,  13,777  ; 
potatoes,  17,147;  beans,  115;  turnips,  1170;  flax-seed, 
5 ' ; pounds  of  hops,  23,024;  tobacco,  1800;  bushels  of 
apples,  23.164;  barrels  of  cider,  3S2 ; pounds  of  maple 
sugar,  0077  ; pounds  of  butter,  133,687  ; of  cheese,  22,018. 

Agricultural  Statistics.  1875. — Acres  plowed,  2072;  in 
pasture,  0S20  ; mown,  GO  12  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  8200  ; 
buckwheat,  4375  ; corn,  18, GOO  ; oats,  37,851  ; rye,  13GS  ; 
spring  wheat,  556  ; winter  wheat,  1283  ; beans,  42  ; pounds 
of  hops.  15.501;  bushels  of  j tatocs,  42,685;  p u’  Is  of 
| butter  made,  267,665  : cheese,  7508. 

Area. — Otego  has  an  area  of  26,634  miles,  with  an 
j assessed  valuation  of  §160,280,  and  an  equalized  valuation 
of  §501,077. 
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CHAPTER  LVIII. 

TOWN  OF  OTEGO— Continued. 

Congregational  Church — Baptist  Church — Old-School  Baptist — Im- 
manuel  Church — First  Christian  Church — Second  Christian  Church 
— Methodist  Episcopal — Free-Will  Baptist — Otego  Union  Lodge, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  X'o.  2S2. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

Tnis  church  was  organized  Sept.  17,  1S05,  wi^h  the 
following  members,  viz.,  Ashael  Packard,  David  Ogden, 
Susannah  Ogden,  Mary  Overhizer,  Zenas  Goodrich,  Mary 
Goodrich,  Christian  Goodrich,  M.  Goodrich,  Daniel  Knapp, 
Samuel  Elwell. 

The  organization  was  effected  at  the  house  of  Abraham 
Blakely.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer,  and  a ser- 
mon was  preached  by  Rev.  Abner  Benedict,  after  which  he 
was  chosen  as  moderator,  and  Ashael  Packard,  who  had 
been  a deacon  in  the  Franklin  church,  was  continued  in 
the  same  office ; Daniel  Knapp  was  chosen  deacon  and 
Ashael  Packard  clerk.  During  the  Grst  two  years  the 
church  was  doubtless  without  a stated  minister.  On  Aug. 
12,  1807,  they  chose  Rev.  Wm.  Bull  to  the  pastoral  office, 
who  served  two  years,  and  it  was  during  this  period  that  a 
house  of  worship  was  erected.  This  structure  was  thirty- 
two  feet  square,  and  for  several  years  during  its  occupancy 
it  was  only  inclosed,  the  seats  were  without  backs,  and  it 
was  furnished  with  no  stove  or  fire.  People  brought  their 
foot-stoves  and  hot  bricks  until  1816,  when  the  building 
was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy.  The  church  wor- 
shiped in  this  old  building  until  1S30,  when  the  present 
church  edifice  was  commenced,  and  in  1S33  dedicated.  It 
was  erected  at  a cost  of  §2008. 

In  1820  the  church  in  Butternuts  became  divided,  and 
sixty-seven  of  its  members  united  with  this  church.  Soon 
after,  the  trouble  having  been  settled,  the  greater  part  of 
. the  number  returned.  In  1852  some  changes  were  made 
in  the  interior  of  the  church,  and  a bell  was  also  purchased. 
In  ISO"  the  church  was  thoroughly  repaired  and  painted, 
at  a cost  of  81900.  It  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition, 
with  the  following  officers:  P.  J.  Burnham,  pastor;  A. 
Arnold,  G.  N.  Wells,  C.  Olmstead,  and  C.  S.  Smith,  elders  ; 
C.  S.  Smith,  clerk. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  organized  April  4,  1S1G,  at  this  place,  then  called 
TJn  ad  ilia,  with  the  following  persons,  viz.  : Abraham 

Blakely,  Benjamin  Green,  William  Thomas,  John  Birdsall, 
Ph incus  St.  John,  Silas  P.  Hyatt,  Eli  Platt,  Jerusha  Bird- 
sall, Mary  Birdsall,  Sabra  Hunt,  Lydia  Green,  Polly 
Thomas. 

Prior  to  the  erection  of  the  church  building  services 
were  held  in  school-houses,  private  houses,  and  barns  in 


various  portions  of  the  town.  A.  Blakely  was  the  t • . 
treasurer  and  deacon,  and  William  Thomas  clerk.  . 
15,  1818,  Elder  Daniel  Robinson  was  chosen  pa.-t<  r ; 
served  for  eight  months  for  a salary  of  850.  The  chur  a 
edifice  was  ereeted  in  1829,  and  rebuilt  in  IS. >4  at  a 
of  82000.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows,  viz. : 1L  . 
Albert  Guy,  pastor;  Wm.  II.  Shepherd,  deacon;  Gen. 
Birdsall,  Henry  Newland,  and  Levi  Coburn,  trustees. 

OLD-SCIIOOL  BAPTISTS. 

This  church  was  organized  Jan.  12,  1S57,  by  Elder  8:. 
John,  who  was  chosen  first  pastor.  The  first  trustees  were 
Gilbert  Bundy,  John  Smith,  and  G.  M.  French.  L'ir-t 
church  clerk,  James  Bundy.  The  church  has  a present 
membership  of  about  fifty. 

IMMANUEL  CHURCH.* 

Immanuel  Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Otego  was 
organized  at  the  house  of  Thaddeus  II.  Austin,  in  Otetro, 
Nov.  10,  1834,  with  the  Rev.  John  F.  Messenger  as  chair- 
man. James  Ilohinson  udJ  John  S.  Rockwell  were  nomi- 
nated to  certify  to  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  and 
at  the  same  time  Daniel  R.  Pope  and  Jesse  S.  Hewitt  were 
elected  wardens ; Thaddeus  R.  Austin,  James  Robinson, 
John  S.  Rockwell,  George  F.  Austin,  Abel  Bostwick, 
Elisha  S.  Saunders,  James  Follett,  and  Henry  S.  Austin, 
vestrymen.  At  the  same  time  Wednesday,  iu  Easter  week, 
wras  fixed  upou  as  the  day  on  which  future  elections  should 
be  held. 

At  the  organization  the  following  were  members:  Mrs. 
Thaddeus  R.  Austin,  Daniel  11.  Pope  and  wife,  Jesse  S. 
Hewitt  and  wife,  James  Robinson  and  wife,  and  Henry  S. 
Austin. 

On  Aug.  13,  1835,  ground  was  broken  and  the  corner- 
stone laid  for  a house  of  worship.  The  church  was  built 
of  stone,  40  by  50  feet,  with  tower,  and  was  completed 
early  in  1836  at  a cost  of  some  82500.  Of  this  amount 
Trinity  church,  of  New  York,  contributed  8750  ; the 
balance  was  raised  by  subscription,  which  was  largely  ob- 
tained through  the  efforts  of  Henry  S.  Austin. 

The  lot  ou  which  the  church  stands  was  donated  by 
Thaddeus  11.  Austin,  who  also  headed  the  subscription  w ith 
a liberal  amount. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  church  services  were 
occasionally  held  iti  the  school-house  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Foote,  and  after  the  organization,  up  to  the  completion  of 
the  church,  at  the  same  place  services  were  held  by  the 
rector,  the  Rev.  Air.  Messenger,  or  iu  his  absence  there 
was  lay  reading  by  Henry  S.  Austin. 

The  church  was  consecrated  in  June,  1836,  by  the  Ri_dit 
Rev.  Bishop  Onderdonk,  and  admitted  into  the  convention 
of  the  diocese  of  New  York  the  same  year. 

The  llcv.  Mr.  Messenger  remained  with  the  church  only 
for  a short  time,  and,  on  his  icavitur,  the  Rev.  John  \ . 
Hughs  took  charge  of  the:  parish  till  1840,  when  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Hall  was  called  as  minister,  and  remained  smite 
two  years,  and  on  his  leaving  the  Rev.  Mr.  lluzhs  again 
took  charge  of  the  parish,  holding  occasional  services  up  t<» 

*•  By  IV.  Birdsall. 
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THE  BIRD3ALL  FAMILY  AND  HOMESTEAD. 


As  near  as  can  be  ascertained  from  tradition  the  Birdsall 
family  sprang  from  a Huguenot,  who,  fleeing  from  France 
into  Holland,  came  about  1640  or  1G50  to  Long  Island, 
settling  in  Queen’s  county.  A great-grandson  of  his, 
named  Nathan  Birdsall,  in  1747  or  1748  emigrated  from 
thence,  with  his  family,  to  Dutchess  county,  settling  on 
Quaker  Hill,  a well-known  locality  in  that  part  of  the 
State.  The  maiden  name  of  Nathan’s  wife  was  Jane  Lang- 
don.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, — John,  Lucretia, 
Anna,  Sarah,  Jane,  Mary,  Phoebe,  James,  Nathan,  Benjamin. 
These  all  married  and  settled  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  their  father’s  home,  and  their  children,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  of  John  and  Benjamin,  also  remained  in  the 
county  of  Dutchess,  or  those  adjacent  thereto.  Benjamin’s 
children  removed  to  Chenango  county,  and  they  or  their 
descendants  became  and  are  quite  prominent  citizens  of 
that  locality. 

John,  the  oldest  son  and  child,  was  born  Aug.  11,  1727, 
twenty  years  before  his  father’s  removal  from  Long  Island. 
He  was  twice  married.  The  maiden  name  of  his  second 
wife  was  Rebecca  Elwell.  By  this  marriage  there  were 
nine  children,  six  girls  and  three  boys.  Some  of  these 
married  and  remained  near  their  father;  others  of  them 
emigrated  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Susque- 
hanna rivers.  John  died  Sept.  17,  1815,  in  the  eighty- 
eighth  year  of  his  age.  The  name  of  his  first  wife  was 
Tripp.  She  boro  but  one  child,  who  was  named  Lemuel, 
and  who  was  born  April  12,  174'.).  He  married  Martha 
Calkins,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Ilarpcrsfield,  Delaware 


Co.,  N.  Y.  lie  was  the  father  of  ten  children, — John, 
Nancy,  Abigail,  Sally,  Michael,  Oliver,  Benjamin,  Lydia, 
Chloo,  William.  All  of  these  married,  and.  with  the  exception 
of  William,  lived  and  died  within  one  hundred  miles  of 
their  father  Lemuel’s  home.  William  removed  to  Erie 
county,  and  became  the  father  of  many  sons  and  daughters. 


Michael  Birdsall,  whose  portrait  is  given  on  this  page, 
was  born  in  Harpersfield,  on  May  10,  1775.  His  wit.-. 
Wealthy  Webster,  whose  likeness  also  embellishes  this  b"  .k. 
was  born  in  Hudson,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  1'.,  Dec.  5.  17'2. 
They  were  married  March  2,  1800,  and  two  years  thereafter 
removed  from  Harpersfield  to  the  Susquehanna  valley,  set- 
tling upon  a farm  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  west  of  tie.- 
village  now  called  Otego,  then  Hamburg,  which  has  be-rti 
in  possession  of  the  family  since.  A log  house  was  erected 
on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  carriage-house,  where  t’ney 
lived  nearly  twelve  years.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  present 
highly-cultivated  and  prolific  farm  was  then  an  unbroken 
forest,  the  part  of  it  lying  between  the  highway  and  the 
railway  being  a stvarnp.  Michael  died  in  1SG3,  having 
survived  his  wife  three  years.  Their  children  were  George. 
Lemuel,  Hiram,  Maria,  Wealthy,  Ausburn,  Oliver,  William. 
Thaddeus  A.,  and  Henry  Dwight.  Four  of  these  only  m w 
reside  in  this  county,  at  Otego, — George,  Wealthy  ( who 
married  Harvey  Hunt,  Esq.),  William,  and  Thaddeus  A. 

William,  whose  portrait  is  given  on  another  page,  at 
present  owns  and  occupies  the  old  homestead.  He  ha' 
made  many  improvements  on  it  since  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session in  18G4,  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father,  by 
purchase  from  the  other  heirs,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
most  valuable,  attractive,  and  noticeable  places  in  Otseo* 
County,  or  along  the  line  of  the  Albauy  and  Susquehanna 
railroad.  It  can  readily  be  seen  by  the  railroad  passenger, 
lying  a short  distance  west  of  the  Otego  station.  For  m re 
than  half  a century  it  has  been  the  abode  of  peace.  ; 
and  content,  the  home  of  cordial  welcome  and  bound.*  ~- 
hospitality.  The  present  proprietor  preserves,  in  a marke  t 
degree,  the  well-known  characteristics  of  the  home  of  h:.' 
father.  He  was  married  on  Nov.  10,  1875,  to  Marian 
Jennings,  a daughter  of  a prominent  citizen  of  Otego.  1 1 • r 
likeness  also  occupies  a place  on  another  page. 
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|n  Is 47  the  church  was  sold  under  execution,  and 
,Ur.  Mr.  Hughs,  by  his  own  exertions,  raised  the 
4lt  tw}  ,!;J  redeemed  the  property. 

• J the  church  was  repaired,  enlarged,  and  fur- 

, .,,.i  it  i c«»st,  in  all.  of  some  $3000.  On  Easter  Tues- 
, j an  election  for  officers  (the  first  in  several  years) 
when  Daniel  Pope  and  Dr.  George  W.  Cook  were 
wardens  ; Dr.  Elisha  S.  Saunders,  Samuel  R.  Follett, 
m ,*tn  K.  Arnold,  Charles  S.  Williams,  Franklin  M.  liilts, 
7'i.kileUJt  A.  Rirdsall.  Le  Grand  B.  Stone,  and  William 
i . i«Jl,  vestrymen.  In  1805  the  Rev.  Mr.  Goddard  held 
once  a month.  In  March,  180(3,  the  Rev.  Geo. 
\\  of  New  York,  was  called  as  rector,  and  took 

June  1,  remaining  only  about  one  year,  when  he 
called  to  Salt  Lake  City,  where  he  built  the  first  Pro- 
uiJiut  Episcopal  church  iu  that  territory. 

Jn  May,  1SG7,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Ferguson  was  called, 
*j,l  remained  some  two  years,  when  he  was  called  to  Water- 
! 'i.  N.  Y.  On  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson  leaving,  the  Rev. 

• Mr  Hughs  again  took  charge  of  the  church,  aud  in  April, 
1-70,  was  called  as  minister,  and  it  was  while  the  church 
«t<  in  charge  of  this  venerable  and  good  man  (now  gone 
u.  hi*  long  rest),  in  the  spring  of  1870,  that  one  of  Me- 

best  bells  (1043  pounds),  with  the  inscription 
Immanuel  Church.  Otego.  N.  Y.,  Easter,  1S70,”  was 
ru  w-d  in  the  tower,  and  on  Easter  morn  pealed  forth  its  first 
b-acsof  joy  and  gladness  over  a risen  Saviour  of  mankind. 

In  April,  1871,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hughs  resigned  his  charge, 
«ad  from  that  time  until  April,  1872.  there  were  held  only 
w'ra.-ional  services.  In  April,  1872,  the  Rev.  Joel  Davis 

• called,  and  remained  one  year,  when  he  was  called  to 
l!.irj>ersvi]le,  N.  Y.  In  May,  1873,  the  Rev.  John  H. 
1 uigerald  was  called  as  rector,  and  took  charge  of  the 
parish,  holding  the  same  till  Sept.  1,  1875,  when  he  was 
oll.-d  to  New  Haven.  Iu  September,  1875,  a call  was  ex- 
tended to  the  Rev.  William  C.  Grubbe.  which  was  accepted, 
•°J  he  entered  upon  his  duties  October  1,  and  is  now  in 
Purge  of  the  parish,  with  thirty  communicants.  The 
jo-vnt  officers  are  Charles  Blake  and  Eugene  Phillips, 
•aniens  •,  William  H.  Parker,  Dr.  A.  B.  Cossaart,  W.  H. 

F.  E.  Shepherd,  George  Goodman,  John  Stilson,  and 
' jo.rgo  W.  SI  learman.  vestrymen.  During  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dulls,  Rev.  Mr.  Foote’s,  Rev.  Mr.  Ferguson’s,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  pastorate  of  Immanuel  church,  they  had 
in  '-t  of  the  time  the  charge  of  the  Oneonta  parish  in  con- 
vtion  with  it,  they  residing  at  Otego  ; and  during  the 
L- v.  Mr.  Davis’  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grubbe’s  pastorate  they 
’.  *-1  in  connection  with  it  the  parish  at  Franklin,  making 
^ r*nklin  their  residence. 

THE  FIRST  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  OTEOO 
located  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Otsdawa,  four  miles 
Mh  of  the  present  village  of  Otego,  and  was  organized 
1 J aiio  lo,  18.30,  at  the  house  of  Abner  Weaver  (located 
• bi'low  the  present  house  of  worship),  by  Elder  Joshua 
U.e,  ward,  by  adopting  the  following  church  covenant,  viz.  : 

whose  names  are  hereafter  written,  having  previously  given 
v.-8  to  UoJ,  have  this  day  given  ourselves  to  one  another  by' 
will  ot  Uuii.  And  do  take  the  New  Testament  of  Our  Lord  and 
‘ ' >r  fur  the  rule  w.r  fa,:K  uwl  /trnvtirc."  Aud  determine  to 
<1U"1  our  arms  of  charity  to  all  the  “ijaiuts  of  Hod”  who  irivo 


evidence  of  walking  in  newness  of  Iifo  and  new  obedience.  AnJ, 
exclusive  of  all  other,  to  take  upon  and  own  the  name  by  which  the 
Disciples  were  called  at  Antioch,  namely,  “Christians.”  As  such  wo 
are  publicly  confessed  by  Joshua  Hayward,  elder  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

Name  of  first  minister,  Joshua  Hayward. 

Charter  members. — Peleg  Burdick,  Elizabeth  Burdick,  Aimer  \Ve:v- 
ver,  Jane  Weaver,  Alden  Burdick,  Nancy  Griffith,  Caleb  C.  Wells, 
Isabel  Weaver,  Truman  Trask,  Louise  Church,  Polly  Weaver,  Chris- 
tina Van  Duscn,  Betsey  Wells. 

The  first  Christian  meeting-house  was  erected  in  the  year 
1835,  at  a cost  of  $1200  ; size,  30  by  38  feet. 

The  fellowship-meetings  were  established  and  held  once 
a month  regularly,  “ and  were  characterized  by  love,  union, 
aud  heavenly  sittings  in  Jesus." 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Geo.  R.  Brown,  II. 
S.  Trask,  and  Chas.  Hoag,  trustees;  T.  J.  Martin,  church 
clerk  ; George  It.  Brown,  treasurer. 

The  present  minister  is  Elder  II.  Lenardson,  51. D. 

The  church  record  furnishes  no  authentic  account  of  the 
labors  of  the  first  ministers.  Among  the  first  were  Joshua 
Hayward  and  C.  W.  Martin.  In  1835,  Reuben  Burgess 
commenced  his  labors  for  an  indefinite  period.  In  1853, 
Rev.  S.  B.  Hayward  was  chosen  pastor,  and  served  one  year. 
In  1855,  Rev.  A.  Hayward  was  chosen  pastor,  and  served 
also  one  year.  January,  185G,  Rev.  John  Cook  was  called, 
and  held  the  pastorate  successfully  for  fijur  years,  closing 
the  same  in  March,  18G1.  April,  18G2,  Rev.  Daniel 
Grant  accepted  the  pastoral  care,  and  served  the  church 
about  three  years.  April,  18G5,  Rev.  C.  E.  Peake  was 
called  to  the  pastorate,  and  held  the  same  for  two  years,  the 
church  prospering.  April,  1867,  Rev.  E.  Thorn  was  chosen 
pastor,  and  held  the  same  for  one  year.  April,  1S69.  Rev. 
C.  E.  Peake  was  recalled,  and  held  the  position  for  one 
year.  April,  1870,  Rev.  Win.  Case  was  chosen  pastor,  and 
continued  for  three.  During  one  year  of  this  time  he  was 
sick,  and  the  ministering  brethren  of  the  New  York  Eastern 
Christian  conference  (of  which  he  was  a member)  gave  each 
a Sabbath’s  services  to  aid  him  supplying  his  pulpits  ; the 
churches  (First  and  Second  Christian  churches  of  Otego) 
paying  his  salary  and  caring  for  him  until  he  was  restored  so 
as  to  resume  his  labors.  April  1,  1873,.  Rev.  Elias  Jones 
commenced  pastoral  labor,  being  called  to  that  position,  and 
served  for  three  years.  April  1,  1S7G,  Rev.  II.  Lenardson, 
M.D.,  was  called  to  labor  as  pastor,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent, including  in  his  field  of  labor  the  Second  Chris- 
tian church  of  Otego. 

The  number  of  present  members  is  11G;  whole  number 
since  its  organization,  221  ; deaths,  42  ; dismissed  by  letter, 
removals,  etc.,  63. 

The  society  has  had  but  one  church  building,  which  was 
remodeled  and  improved,  adding  ten  feet  to  its  length,  add- 
ing on  steeple,  etc.,  at  a cost  of  $800.  This  was  done  in 
the  year  1874.  Its  present  size  is  30  bj'  48  feet. 

The  First  Christian  church  of  Otego,  in  connection  with 
and  associated  with  other  churches  at  that  early  day,  adopted 
the  following  distinctive  principles  : Christ  our  head  and 
lawgiver;  the  Bible  our  creed;  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment; Christian  our  name,  a name  given  by  divine  appoint- 
ment; Christian  character  our  test  of  fellowship,  receiving 
all  who  give  evidence  that  Christ  has  received  them,  be- 
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lievi nt»  a life  is  more  than  a creed,  and  that  Christians  are 
one  in  the  sense  our  Saviour  prayed,  as  recorded  in  the 
seventeenth  chapter  of  the  gospel  of  St.  John.  Christ 
prayed  for  the  unity  or  oneness  of  all  who  should  believe 
on  him — “That  the  world  may  believe,  thou  hast  sent 
me.” 

“In  the  year  1S35  the  record  dates  a glorious  revival 
under  the  labors  of  Reuben  Burgess,  who  was  subsequently 
ordained  by  the  following  elders,  John  Hollister,  Win. 
Cummings,  Isaac  Soule,  and  Stephen  Soule;  and  at  a meet- 
ing held  in  J.  H.  Wilsey’s  barn,  June  2G,  1833,  quite  a 
number  were  added  to  its  membership.” 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  Jan.  5,  1S57,  to  elect 
a ministerial  committee,  etc.,  who  were  instructed  by  vote 
of  the  church  whom  to  secure  as  pastor,  acting  as  a con- 
gregational body  independently.  These  annual  meetings 
are  kept  up  regularly. 

The  next  general  revival  was  under  the  two  years’  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  C.  E.  Peake.  “ During  this  time  many 
additions  were  made  to  the  church,  and  some  of  them  heads 
of  families  and  men  of  means.” 

The  record  of  the  church  speaks  of  Rev.  E.  Jones’  pas- 
torate as  successful.  “ Several  additions  were  made,  and 
the  work  of  temperance  reform  and  the  Sabbath-school  were 
carried  on  with  marked  success.” 

Another  item  in  its  history  is  the  fact  that  the  present 
pastor  during  the  first  year  of  his  work  has  carried  forward 
the  temperance  reform  so  nobly  begun  by  Rev.  E.  Jones, 
having  organized  a strictly  Total  Abstinence  Temperance 
society  under  the  auspices  and  patronage  of  the  church, 
with  constitution  and  by-laws  requiring  monthly  meetings, 
with  a pledged  membership  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
members,  pledged  to  use  their  influence  by  social  moral 
suasion  and  a prohibitory  law — votingas  they  pray — in  order 
to  stay  this  giant  evil,  intemperance  (or  drive  it  from  our 
midst),  perpetuated  by  using  alcoholic  stimulants  as  a bev- 
erage, by  the  drinking  usages  of  society,  and  by  a license 
law  that  fosters  and  clothes  it  with  authority  and  protects 
the  traffic,  receiving  in  return  a meagre  revenue  for  the 
same;  the  society  bearing  a constant  testimony  against  this 
evil  by  its  public  position  on  this  important  question. 

THE  SECOND  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  OTEC.O 

was  organized  at  Centre  Brook  by  Revs.  C.  E.  Peake  and 
Allen  Hayward,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town  of  Otego, 
six  miles  from  the  village  of  Otego. 

Its  first  officers  were  as  follows : Ira  Pearce  and  J.  C. 
Emmons,  deacons;  J.  C.  Emmons,  clerk;  G.  A.  Barton 
(one  year),  Wm.  Bailey  (two  years),  Leander  Pearce  (three 
years),  trustees.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  Wm.  Case. 
The  first  members  were  J.  C.  Emmons,  Delia  E.  Emmons, 
W m.  Bailey,  Elizabeth  Bailey,  Ira  Pearce,  Hannah  Pearce, 
Abigail  Pearce,  Edwin  Pearce,  Adelbert  Emmons,  Burton 
Emmons,  J.  E.  Truman,  Alice  Truman,  R.  O.  Allen,  G. 
A.  Barton,  Caroline  Barton,  Irving  Wood,  Margaret  Wood, 
Esther  Potter,  and  George  Utter. 

The  church  building  was  erected  in  1S70  at  a cost  of 
81 100.  It  was  dedicated  Oct.  IS,  J S 7 0 , the  services  being 
conducted  by  Revs.  C.  E.  Peake,  D.  Grant,  B.  F.  Sum- 
merbcll,  William  Case,  A.  Ilayward,  and  J.  Wells, 


The  present  officers  are  J.  C.  Emmons  and  Ira  IV  r<<. 
deacons ; J.  C.  Emmons,  clerk  ; Walter  Wood,  Lcundi  r 
Pearce,  and  Wm.  Bailey,  trustees.  The  present  pastor  U 
Rev.  II.  Lenardsou,  M. D. 

The  first  pastor,  Rev.  William  Case,  served  the  chun  h 
three  years.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  E.  Jones,  wh.i 
also  served  three  years.  The  present  pastor,  H.  Lenard>.,n. 
is  now  in  his  second  year  of  pastoral  service.  The  number 
of  present  members  is  43. 

This  church  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  First  Christian  church 
of  Otego,  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Otsdawa.  Thus  far 
the  two  churches  have  been  united  under  the  same  pastor 
— in  the  morning  preaching  to  the  First  church,  in  the' 
afternoon  to  the  Second  church.  Otherwise  they  are  in- 
dependent in  their  church  operations. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  first  class  in  the  village  of  Otego  was  formed  March, 
1847,  with  Wm.  T.  Broadfoot  as  leader,  and  Morgan  Lewis 
as  steward.  The  preacher’s  name  was  Henry  Ilalstcd. 
The  members  were  as  follows:  Wm.  T.  Broadfoot,  Salmon 
Baldwin,  Mary  Baldwin,  Orrin  Roberts,  Harry  Dodge. 
Betsey  Dodge,  Luther  Curtis,  Charlotte  Curtis,  Sally  Tur- 
ner, Julia  Hoag,  Mirilla  Jay,  Daniel  Birdsall,  John  Curtis, 
Calista  Clyde,  John  Palmer,  Anna  Palmer,  Adelia  Dodge, 
Lydia  M.  Thorp,  Morgan  Lewis,  Lina  Lewis,  Ira  Toles, 
Mary  Toles,  John  Winn,  Polly  Winn,  Hannah  Bates, 
Harriet  Spoor,  Hannah  Tracy,  and  Cynthia  Tracy. 

The  first  church  was  erected  in  1852, — Rev.  Wm.  Burn- 
side pastor, — at  a cost  of  §2000.  Services  were  held  pre- 
vious to  building  in  the  Baptist  church  and  school-house. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  : Henry 
Halsted,  one  year  ; E.  Denison,  one  year ; R.  0.  Beebe, 
one  year;  A.  R.  Wells,  one  year;  Wm.  Burnside,  two 
years;  A.  Queal,  two  years;  Wm.  C.  McDonald,  two 
years;  Wm.  Southworth,  two  years;  A.  E.  Daniels,  two 
years  ; Win.  R.  Lynch,  two  years  ; Samuel  Hill,  two  years; 
Austin  Griffin,  two  years;  John  Pilkinton,  two  years; 
Wm.  G.  Queal,  two  years;  Robert  Peebles,  one  year; 
John  Mcvis,  three  years  ; Wm.  Hiller,  three  years  ; Eugene 
C.  Herdman,  present  pastor. 

The  present  membership  is  140.  There  is  no  other 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  town. 

They  have  had  a number  of  very  interesting  revivals 
since  its  organization.  The  first  occurred  during  the 
winter  of  1849— 50, — the  result  of  a female  prayer-meeting. 
— and  continued  all  winter.  It  was  carried  on  without 
any  clerical  help,  and  some  twenty-five  of  the  converts 
united  with  us.  In  the  winter  of  1S51— 52,  uuder  the 
labors  of  William  Burnside,  they  had  another  season  of 
refreshing,  and  some  thirty  were  added  to  the  church. 
Other  important  revivals  occurred  in  1855— 50,  1804, 
ISOS,  1873,  and  1875. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition.  The  present 
officers  are  as  follows:  Wm.  T.  Broadfoot,  Anson  Ward, 
and  J.  11.  Thorpe,  trustees;  L.  E.  Bowc,  John  Hunt.  1>. 
Cook,  George  Duel,  M.  Lewis,  J.  Thorpe,  E.  E.  Bowen, 
and  A.  Ward,  stewards;  Morgan  Lewis,  recording  steward  ; 
J.  11.  Thorpe,  steward ; W.  1’.  Broadioot,  E.  L.  Bowen, 
and  Joseph  Davis,  class-leaders. 


f ■' 

' 


■ 


. 

■ 


niSTOHY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


245 


THE  FREE-WILL  lSAI'T  I ST  CHURCH 

of  Otsdawa  was  organized  April  5,  1S45,  by  Rev.  S.  S. 
Cady  and  Deacon  E.  C.  ITodgc,  consisting  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, as  follows:  John  II.  Wheeler,  Lavinia  Wheeler,  J. 
K.  Hathaway,  Polly  Hathaway,  Charles  Fields,  Mary  Fields, 
E.  W.  Smith,  Anna  Smith,  Seymour  Perkins,  Cyntha  Per- 
kins, Electa  Jenks,  and  William  Jeuks.  S.  S.  Cady,  min- 
ister ; J.  II.  Wheeler,  deacon.  It  was  organized  in  an  old 
school-house,  where  services  were  held  until  the  fall  of 
1S54,  when  a church  building  was  erected,  32  by  50  feet, 
at  a cost  of  $1200.  J.  H.  Wheeler,  deacon;  Richard 
Stenson,  deacon  and  clerk. 

T.  A.  Stevens,  first  minister;  S.  S.  Cady  preached  nine 
years;  Peter  Scramling,  five  years;  E.  C.  Hodge,  eleven 
years;  Henry  Beldcn,  one  year;  II.  G.  Meker,  two  years; 
W.  Jay,  two  years ; T.  A.  Stevens,  eight  months. 

The  present  members  number  5G. 

OTEGO  UNION  LODOE,  F.  AND  A.  31.,  NO.  2S2, 
was  organized  Oct.  23,  1S52,  with  the  following-named 
persons  as  first  officers  : Cornelius  Brink,  Master;  A.  Light, 
Senior  Warden  ; Curtis  II.  Green,  Junior  Warden  ; Harvey 
Hunt,  Sec. ; C.  Thompson,  Trcas. ; and  Oliver  Burdick, 
Seuior  Deacon. 

The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows:  W.  II.  Cun- 
ningham, Master;  A.  II.  Trask,  Senior  Warden;  II.  J. 
Hurlburt,  Junior  Warden;  John  Stilson,  Treas. ; Hiram 
Baldwin,  Sec. ; H.  0.  Packard,  Senior  Deacon ; James 
Myers,  Junior  Deacon ; J.  W.  Snyder,  Tyler.  Present 
membership,  42. 

3IILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  enlisted  from  Otego 
in  the  late  Rebellion,  as  compiled  by  J.  S.  Beardsley  in 
18G5,  and  revised  by  W.  Birdsall  in  1877 : 

Bussell  Bishop,  eul.  in  the  43d  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG1 ; lost  an  arm. 

Win.  Fuller,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

Ezra  Fuller,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

David  Shutters,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

Win.  Shutters,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

Henry  Shutters,  enl.  in  the  43d  Regt. 

John  W.  Hendrix,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt.;  died  at  Key  West. 

Lyman  15.  Dewey,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. ; died  ut  Key  West. 

Wm.  II.  Rathlmn,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Wm.  V.  Hopkins,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  TCtli  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  18G1. 

W.  II.  Ripley,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1, 1SGI ; wounded  at  second  Bull 
Run ; lieut. 

Charles  Baldwin,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1SG1;  in  battles  of  second 
Bull  Run,  Rappahannock  .Station,  and  Antietnm;  wounded. 

Adelhert  Fowler,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1801;  died  at  Washington. 
Cliauncey  Ferry,  eul.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1, 1861. 

Jefferson  Ferry,  enl.  in  Co.  K,7Gth  Itegt.,  Nuv.  1,  18G1 ; dis.  1SG4. 

Hi  rum  Cowsp,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1801. 

Benton  Crandall,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  18G1. 

Albert  Brown,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  18G1 ; wounded  at  Bull  Run 
and  taken  prisoner;  discharged. 

Wm.  Baldwin,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1801  ; in  battles  of  Culpepper, 
Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Anti*  tain,  Fredericksburg,  Aline  Run,  and 
Wilderness;  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Andersonville. 

Chauiicey  M.  Gaylord,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1801 ; lieut. ; resigned. 
Nelson  Cleveland,  enl.  in  tie*  Outli  Regt.;  died  at  Key  West. 

Monroe  Williams,  eul.  in  the  90th  R«*gt. ; died  in  the  service. 

James  Averill,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Nov.  1,  1*01. 

Franklin  Allen,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lf>2d  Regt., Sept.  3,  1802. 

Addison  Ballard,  enl.  in  the  lf»2d  !i*  gt. 

Edward  Baldwin,  ml  in  Co.  G,  l'»2d  Regt , Sept  G,  1802. 

Wm.  Church,  < nl.  hi  Co.  G,  l"2d  R«  gt.,  S pt.  G,  1SG2. 

Solomon  N.  Goodrich,  mil.  in  Co.  <7,  172d  Regt.,  Sept.  6,  1802. 

John  D.  Mills,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lf»2d  Regt.,  Sept.  G,  1862. 

W.  D.  Morehouse,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lf>2d  Regt.,  Sept.  6,  1862;  died  1804. 

Reuben  Bill  isli,  ml.  in  Co.  G,  1.7_!d  Regt.,  Sept.  0,  1SG2. 

W.  D.  Rockwell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lr>2d  K-  gt.,  S«*pt.  6,  1862. 


John  W.  Rogers,  enl.  in  the  l.*>2d  Itegt. 

A.  C.  Freeman,  enl.  in  the  152d  Itegt.;  died  in  1803. 

R.  H.  Treadwell,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  l.r>2d  Regt.,  Sept.  G,  1862. 

Solomon  A.  Grtin,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  6,  1862 ; died  1803. 

James  Nearn,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Itegt.,  Aug.  1*02. 

Fitz  Henry  Young,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802. 

David  Ward,  enl.  m Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862. 

K.  I i.  Thayer,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862. 

Otis  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG2. 

Charles  Fuller,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862. 

Elisha  Woolheart,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862  ; died  In  the  service. 
Erustus  Grun,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  l2lst  Regt.,  Aug.  1862. 

Geo.  L.  Webster,  enl.  In  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  186/2. 

Smith  Sheldon,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802. 

Orrin  Gould,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Itegt.,  Aug.  18G2  ; killed  at  Fredericksburg, 
May  3,  18G3. 

Jacob  Gould,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2  ; wounded  at  Fredericksburg. 
Harrison  Waynian,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2. 

Eugene  Dal  coo  r,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  12Iat  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  supposed  to  have  been 
killed  at  Fredericksburg. 

Edward  S.  Marble,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2. 

Devillo  Perry,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Itegt.,  Aug.  1802;  killed  at  Fredericksburg, 
May  3,  18G3.  * 

John  Williams,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2. 

Wm.  Herring,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  18G2. 

Joseph  C.  Frour,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  lo2d  Itegt.,  Sept.  G,  18G2. 

James  B.  McCall,  no  record. 

Matthew  L.  Barnes,  no  record. 

Charles  Andrews,  no  record. 

Albert  T.  Robbins,  no  record. 

James  Dibble,  no  record. 

Curtis  Bradley,  no  record. 

Robert  Miller,  no  record. 

George  W.  Miller,  no  record. 

Delaney  Francisco,  no  record. 

Ilenry  Tiffany,  no  record. 

C.  II.  Bogart,  no  record. 

J.  F.  Wilson,  no  record. 

Alexander  Stewart,  no  record. 

L.  L.  Vernald. 

Solomon  Hotchkiss,  enl.  in  the  90tli  Regt. 

Andrew  J.  Thompson,  enl.  in  the  90th  Itegt. 

Orlando  I).  Fuller,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Ira  F.  Hitt,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Lewis  Hitt,  enl.  in  the  90th  Itegt. 

George  M.  Figgcr,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

James  McDougal,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Cliauncey  Cipperly,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Orlando  Cipperly,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Francis  Cipperly,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Oliver  Rathbun,  no  record. 

Timothy  McDougal,  do  record. 

Thomas  Brown,  no  record. 

William  II.  Davis,  no  record. 

Stephen  Drum,  no  record, 

Lemuel  E.  Kimball,  no  record. 

Nathan  Wheeler,  no  record. 

Henry  Lamb,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt.,  Aug.  18G4. 

Albert  Gardiner,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  killed  at  Spottsylvanla. 
Hiram  M.  Swift,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt.,  Aug.  1SG4. 

Walter  Whitney. 

Hiram  Baldwin,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  N.  Y.  Eng.  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1SG2. 

Alfred  Phelps  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  N.  Y.  Eng.  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  18G2. 

Henry  Valentine,  enl.  in  the  OUth  Regt. 

Wm.  Spaulding,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Geo.  V.  Utter,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Ira  Richardson,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Win.  Blanchard,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Nelson  Boorman,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Bcuj.  Webb,  enl.  in  the  9nth  Regt. 

John  Vandervooart,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  ls?t  N.  Y.  Engineers. 

James  Clin,  no  record. 

Daniel  Hogancamp,  no  record. 

Dwight  Brown,  no  record. 

George  Jackson,  no  record. 

Lyman  Chamberlain,  no  record. 

C.  E.  ITough Uiling,  no  record. 

John  Hamilton,  no  record. 

John  Neal,  no  record. 

John  Faro,  no  record. 

Elijah  P.  Reynolds,  enl.  March  25, 1864. 

Benjamin  P.  Smithw ick,  enl  in  221  R»*gt.,  1.>GI. 

William  M.  Whitney,  ml.  in  <*,».  G,  l.'»2  I K«*gt.,  Sept.  6,  IS 62 ; in  but  lb  -■  r ri  ' 
Wilderness,  SjHittdy Ivania,  Cold  Harbor,  Stony  Ridge,  Deep  Bottom,  luforo 
Fredericksburg,  and  all  engagements  to  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee. 
Adalbert  llnghstoii,  ml.  in  Co.  I,  3d  Cuv.,  Aug.  2'*,  1864. 

Herbert  E.  Baldwin,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  3d  Cuv.,  Aug.  1864. 
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THOMAS  BURNSIDE. 


Thomas  Burnside,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a descendant, 
in  the  fourth  generation,  from  Gloud  Burnside,  who  emigrated 
from  Ireland  and  settled  in  this  country  in  1765,  together  with 
three  other  brothers,  he  settling  first  in  the  New  England  States 
and  his  progeny  in  the  State  of  New  York.  For  a fuller 
account  of  the  Burnside  history,  see  the  biography  of  General 
S.  S.  Burnside,  of  Oneonta.  Thomas  was  second  child  in  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters  of  Gloud  T.  Burnside 
and  Margaret  Willson.  The  former  was  a grandson  of  Gloud 
Burnside,  the  emigrant,  and  son  of  Thomas  Burnside,  who 
settled  in  Albany  county  and  raised  a family  of  fourteen  children, 
two  of  whom  still  survive  at  the  advanced  age  of  over  eighty 
yearn.  His  father,  Gloud,  moved  from  the  town  of  Bethlehem, 
Albany  county,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Milford,  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1800.  having  then  one  child.  Nancy, 
his  second,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  having  been  born  after 
coming  here,  in  the  town  of  Milford,  Aug.  7,  1801. 

His  father  settled  on  a farm  near  what  is  now  the  Junction, 
a wilderness  tract  of  land,  where  he  remained  until  about  the 
)'car  1S10,  when  he  moved  to  the  township  of  Maryland,  where 
he  remained  the  balance  of  his  life  as  a farmer,  and  died  at  the 
ago  of  about  eighty-one  years. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and 
in  her  forty-seventh  year. 

As  was  the  case  generally  with  the  oldest  children,  so  with 
Thomas,  being  the  eldest  son,  his  time  was  valuable  with  his 
• ither  at  work,  and  hence  his  education  from  books  very  much 
neglected  ; but,  with  many  of  the  boys  of  those  days,  although 
hook  knowledge  was  limited,  they  received  in  place  habits  of 
industry,  self-reliance  as  a necessity,  resolution,  and  economy, 
*hich  in  after-years  proved  the  fact  that  all  wealth  is  not 
obtained  by  education,  but  is  rather  the  exception  ; and  these 
qualities  laid  for  them  the  foundation  for  the  best  business  men 
*hat  the  country  can  boast  of  to-day. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  in  the  year  1822,  he  married 
- Iis.s  Levina,  daughter  of  Nathan  Barber  and  Thankful  Brooks, 
'*  ihe  town  of  Maryland,  but  both  formerly  of  Danbury.  Conn., 
having  been  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  town. 


Soon  after  bis  marriage  bis  fatber-in-law  died,  and  in  the 
course  of  eight  years  be  owned  the  farm  formerly  occupied  by 
him,  having  first  bought  one-third  (his  brother-in-law  buying 
another  third) ; and  afterwards  Mr.  Burnside,  by  economy  and 
judicious  management,  became  the  possessor  of  the  whole.  He 
remained  there  as  a farmer  until  1852,  when  be  sold  all  bis 
farm  land,  then  consisting  of  some  300  acres,  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  Milford,  bought  200  acres  of  land  of  Stephen 
Platt,  to  which  subsequently  he  added  some  125  acres  more, 
selling  his  first  purchase  to  George  Clark,  a large  real  estate 
owner.  His  general  business  was  farming  and  hop-growing. 
In  1869  he  sold  his  real  estate  in  the  town  of  Milford, 
and  moved  to  the  town  of  Otego,  where  he  purchased 
200  acres  of  rich  quality  of  farm  land,  lying  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  where  he  has  since  resided,  farming  and  growing 
hops. 

As  a farmer,  Mr.  Burnside  has  been  a success,  and  while  he 
has  accumulated  for  his  own  comfort,  he  has  remembered  those 
deserving  his  attention, — the  needy  and  the  poor. 

He  was  first  identified  with  the  Federalist  party,  and  has 
continued  in  that  line,  and  is  to  day  a standard-bearer  in  the 
Republican  ranks.  Never  solicited  office,  but  at  one  time  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace.  He  can  nearly  remember  the  days 
of  General  Washington’s  administration,  and  has  lived  as  a 
voter  for  some  fifty-six  years,  lie  has  beeu  a life-long  sup- 
porter of  educational  interests,  and  a supporter  of  all  efforts 
tending  to  elevate  and  build  up  society  religiously. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnside  are  plain,  unassuming  people,  and 
belong  to  the  stanch  old  families  who  have  lived  to  see  the 
many  improvements  and  various  changes  in  almost  every  direc- 
tion.— from  tin1  rude  lug  cabin  to  palaces  of  grandeur,  from  the 
ox-team  and  cart  to  carriages  of  case  and  beauty  ; to  > ‘C  schools 
and  churches  rise  from  the  wilderness  and  spread  abroad  over 
the  eutirc  land.  To  them  have  been  born  nine  children, — Dsa- 
dama,  Margaret,  Sylvester  (deceased),  Thankful  ( deceased), 
William,  Jerusha,  Delmur,  Sohrina,  and  Franklin  (died  in  the 
army,  1863).  Tin*  children,  except  Jerusha,  live  in  the  county; 

I she  lives  at  Oobloskill,  N.  \ . 
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niSTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


RENSSE  L A E 11  DAY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  horn  in  the  county  of 
Ilillsboro,  N.  II.,  May  8,  1S15.  He  was  the  eighth  child 
in  a family  of  ten  children  of  Robert  Day  and  Anna  Badger  ; 
both  natives  of  New  Hampshire  ; his  grandfather,  John,  was 
a native  of  Newburyport,  Mass.  The  family  is  of  English 
descent,  and  its  ancestors  were  among  the  emigrants  who 
sailed  in  the  Mayflower  and  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  in 
the  year  1620,  represented  by  two  brothers.  His  father 
came  to  the  town  of  Unadilla  in  the  year  1810,  and  settled 
on  some  50  acres  of  wild  land,  built  a log  house,  and  made 
considerable  improvements;  but  after  a few  years  removed 
to  “ flax  island,”  town  of  Otego,  and  again  settled  on  a wil- 
derness tract  of  land,  and  erected  a log  house  and  began 
clearing  off  the  forest.  The  family  met  the  obstacles  of 
this  pioneer  life  with  that  fortitude  and  resolution  which  so 
characterized  the  early  settlers  of  that  day.  In  the  year 
1834  his  father  removed  to  another  location  in  the  town  of 
Otego,  and,  together  with  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  pur- 
chased 163  acres  of  land  where  Rensselaer  now  resides.  To 
this  purchase  he  has  made  some  addition,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  is  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  river, 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  sections  in  the  town  for  farming 
purposes. 

Mr.  Day  first  cast  his  vote  with  the  Whig  party,  and 
is  now  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  an  ardent 
supporter  of  its  principles.  He  was  one  of  the  first  railroad 
commissioners  of  the  town  to  issue  the  first  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  bonds.  Has  represented  his  town  as  supervisor  for  two 
terms,  and  under  the  old  law  of  the  State  was  one  of  the 
bank  commissioners  and  appraisers  for  Otsego  County,  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  of  the  State,  with  Judge  Sturges, 
Jared  Gregory,  Levi  C.  Turner.  In  all  these  appointments 
his  duties  were  performed  with  honor  to  himself  aud  satis- 
faction to  those  whom  he  represented. 

In  the  year  1S58,  October  24,  he  married  Miss  Marga- 
retta,  daughter  of  Peleg  Carr  and  Mary  Maxwell,  of  Laurens, 
Otsego  County.  She  was  born  March  11,  1S2S.  Her 
father  settled  in  Laurens  in  the  year  1791,  and  hence  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  town,  and  had  come  there  with 
his  father,  Peleg  Carr,  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  Her 
grandfather  died  on  the  farm  where  he  first  settled,  in  the 
year  1820,  and  her  father  died  in  the  year  1859.  Her 
mother  died  iu  the  year  1870,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one  years. 

Mr.  Day’s  mother  died  in  the  year  1857,  aged  eighty- 
three  years.  His  father  died  iu  the  year  1862,  aged  eighty 
years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  have  been  born  five  children, 
Emily  Victoria,  Anna  Mary,  Helen  Celestia,  Pliebo  Cor- 
delia, and  Ida  Margaretta. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  are  sparing  no  pains  to  give  their 
children  the  opportunities  of  a good  education,  appreciating 
fully  the  advantages  of  a knowledge  from  books  befitting  the 
rising  generation  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Mrs.  Day, 
having  in  her  earlier  days  spent  several  terms  as  a teacher, 


is  followed  by  her  daughters,  at  very  young  ages,  in  ft  . . 
prepared  for  similar  positions. 

Mrs.  Day  is  descended  from  New  England  stock  on  !.  r 
father’s  side,  he  being  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  on  . 
mother’s  side  from  New  Jersey,  her  mother  being  a dau_4-  r 
of  David  Maxwell,  and  hence  combines  in  her  early  •••!  ..  -»- 

tion  and  intelligence  that  decision  of  character  alwav-t 
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preciative  of  good  society  and  rare  intellectual  culture. 

Mr.  Day  is  a plain  unassuming  man,  and  chara<  t..ri-,:- 
of  him  are  his  sterling  qualities  of  honesty  and  integrity  ' 
purpose,  respected  and  honored  by  all  who  know  him.  \ 
view  of  the  result  of  his  ambition  and  toil,  together  wirh 
portraits  of  himself  and  wife,  will  be  found  on  another  j 
of  this  work. 


REUBEN  HALE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Franklin,  Delaware 
Co.,  Sept.  21,  1822.  He  was  third  child  in  a family  of  f..or 
children  (two  sons  and  two  daughters)  of  Levi  Hale  and 
Emily  INI  ills.  The  former  was  a native  of  New  Hartford, 
Conti.,  born  Sept.  6,  1791.  Left  Connecticut  in  the  year 
1805,  came  to  Franklin,  and  settled  there  with  his  father. 
Reuben  Hale.  Was  married  Sept.  8,  1818.  Remained  in 
that  town  as  a farmer  until  1844,  and  removed  to  the  town 
of  Otego,  Otsego  Co.,  where  he  died  Aug.  16,  1866,  and  his 
remains  are  buried  on  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  his 
son  Reuben. 

The  Hale  family,  representing  the  line  to  which  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  belongs,  is  descended  from  Samuel  Iiale. 
who  emigrated  from  England,  and  settled  in  Weather- tb  id, 
Conn.,  1635,  afterwards  at  Derby,  and  subsequently  in 
Middlebury  about  the  year  1740.  Many  of  the  first  m<  n 
of  the  nation  have  sprung  from  this  family,  and  to-day 
represent  many  positions  in  connection  with  the  affairs  ■ 
state  in  the  Lhiited  States,  viz. : the  late  Reuben  C.  Hale  ■ f 
Philadelphia,  quartermaster-general  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania during  the  Rebellion  ; Rev.  Charles  Reuben  Hale, 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  residing  in  New  York  city;  Rev. 
Dr.  Albert  Hale,  of  Springfield,  111.,  and  Rev.  George  Hale, 
of  Philadelphia,  both  of  the  Presbyterian  church  ; an  i 
the  wife  and  mother  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  IL  n. 
Gideon  Welles,  who  now  resides  at  Hartford,  Conn.  Tie* 
latter,  Emily  Mills,  was  born  in  Great  Barrington.  (Yon.. 
June  5,  1801,  and  was  supposed  to  be  of  English  descent. 
She  died  June  2,  1873. 

Of  Levi  Hale’s  family  only  two  children  survive:  Celestia. 
wife  of  Nicholas  Sigsbie,  of  Otego,  and  Reuben.  Eunice 
became  the  wife  of  George  Seramling,  and  died  July  24, 
1840. 

Albro  A.  Hale  died  young. 

Reuben  worked  at  home  on  the  farm  with  his  father,  and 
since  his  father’s  death  has  owned  and  occupied  the  lo-m  - 
stead  first  settled  upon  in  coming  to  Otsego  County,  a v:  w 
of  which,  with  the  portraits  of  Reuben  Halo  and  his  wile- 
will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-one,  and  in  the  year  1853,  Feb.  22, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  Ann  ( born  May  31 , 1835  . daiigim  r 
of  Jinn.  Harvey  Hunt  and  Louisa  Scofield,  of  Otego;  ti  e 
former  was  a son  of  Ransom  Hunt,  one  of  the  first  settlers  I 
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#n,l  wlio  came  here  in  the  year  1800 ; and  what  is 
,„4. for  many  years  was  eaJled  “ Huntsville.”  The 
• *SJ  only  three  years  of  age  when  she  came  to  Otego 
K>r  parents  from  Troy,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  March, 
. i IrMX iii-  a family  of  six  children,  mostly  small. 
t Hale  is  among  the  representative  farmers  of  the 

n which  lie  lives.  In  politics  a Republican,  has  repre- 
t ,,j  },i>  t,,wii  as  a supervisor  one  term,  and  was  connected 
. ^ ,jlc.  railroad  interest  as  town  commissioner,  which 
have  been  filled  with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
. >8  lo  his  constituents. 

j Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  have  been  born  four  children: 

, ,,  at  present  postmaster  at  Otego  ; Emma  Louise,  wife 
,i  \V.  S.  Fleming,  of  Otego;  John  1’.  (died  at  the  age  of 
\ irs ',  and  C'elcstia  Alice. 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

TOWN  OF  OTSEGO. 

• : iition  — Geographical  — Topographical — First  Settlements — 
K vents — Inciilents — “Scalped,  and  Lived  Thirty  Years 
tf»rr" — “ Leatherstocking” — Ilia  Grave — Civil  History — Super- 
from  ISO t to  1S7S — Town  Clerks  from  lS2o  tolSTS — Present 
i,«o  ofiieiaU — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — Population 
ui  l^UO  to  1S75. 

This  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  county,  and  was  organ- 
j "l  xs  a part  of  Montgomery  county,  March  7,  17S8.  As 
• Anally  formed,  it  included,  iu  addition  to  its  present 
t ttit..ry,  all  that  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  Richfield, 
I’jinGeld,  Fixe  tor,  Burlington,  Edmeston,  Hartwick,  New 
I.  d«.i>,  Pittsfield,  Milford,  Laurens,  Morris,  Oneonta.  But- 
t<  muts,  and  Unadilla.  It  is  an  interior  town,  lying  north 
■ the  centre  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows  : on 
imrtli  by  the  towns  of  Exeter,  Richfield,  and  Spring- 
I;  on  the  east  by  Otsego  lake  and  Middlefield;  on  the 

* 'ith  by  Hartwick  ; and  on  the  west  by  Hartwick,  Burling- 
t o.  and  Exeter.  Its  surface  consists  mainly  of  a hilly  up- 
•i,,,l.  divided  into  ridges  by  Fly  and  Oak  creeks.  The  soil 
“ » clay,  gravel,  and  sandy  loam. 

1 settlement  of  the  town  was  commenced  as  early  as> 
L'^and  178b.  Among  the  first  who  ventured  into  the 

* 7 moss  were  two  brothers,  Asel  and  Dr.  William  Jarvis, 

'*  •■'cated  at  what  is  now  known  as  Fly  creek.  They 

* '■  prominent  citizens,  and  the  latter  was  the  fir>t  prac- 

physician  in  the  vicinity.  Chester,  Dwight,  and 
K x 'us  of  Asel  Jarvis,  were  also  enterprising  citizens, 
prominent  in  the  old  militia  organizations. 

A**  1 Jarvis  did  much  towards  the  advancement  of  the 
"'>•  and  in  1S13  erected  the  first  foundry  and  machine- 
' t*  at  Hy  Creek  village.  William  Cooper  Jarvis  was  the 
' Libl  born  on  the  Cooper  patent,  and  received  a farm 
; Judge  Cooper.  Numerous  descendants  of  the  Jarvis 
} are  residents  of  the  county, 
rge  Scott,  a native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  emigrated 
America  in  the  year  1788,  and  coming  to  this  county 
d about  one  mile  north  of  Fly  creek.  One  son, 

” 1 ‘ Scott,  who  was  born  in  180b,  now  resides  in  the 
* !l  •'  “hurt  distance  north  of  the  old  homestead. 

Aiming  those  who  left  the  “banks  an  braes”  of  old 


Scotia,  and  sought  a home  in  the  new  county,  was  John 
Patten,  a native  of  Perthshire,  who  came  to  this  county, 
and,  upon  his  arrival,  entered  the  employ  of  Judge  Cooper. 
In  1810  he  purchased  land  in  Fly  Creek  valley.  His 
family  consisted  of  nine  children.  A daughter,  Mrs.  Janette 
Williams*  now  occupies  the  old  homes  toad.  David,  a 
brother  of  John  Patten,  settled  in  the  town  at  the  same 
time,  and  purchased  lands  at  Picrstown,  where  he  erected 
the  first  brewery  in  the  county. 

The  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  witnessed  the  arrival 
in  this  town  of  many  brave  soldiers  who  had  participated 
in  that  sanguinary  struggle,  and  who,  during  eight  long 
and  dreary  years,  had  endured  its  hardships  and  sufferings. 
Prominent  among  this  number  was  Abner  Pier.  In  an 
encounter  with  the  Indians  during  the  war  lie  was  scalped 
and  left  in  the  woods  to  die.  The  savage,  as  he  dashed 
into  the  forest,  with  the  scalp  of  his  supposed  victim  dand- 
ling at  his  side,  little  thought  him  otherwise  than  dead,  and 
had  he  visited  the  spot  soon  after,  and  witnessed  the  signs 
of  returning  consciousness,  he  doubtless  would  have  con- 
sidered it  an  intervention  of  the  Great  Spirit  in  behalf  of 
the  pale-face.  Pier  recovered  from  the  shook,  and  subse- 
quently settled  in  the  locality  known  as  Picrstown.  From 
him  the  place  derived  its  name.  Major  George  Pier,  also 
a pioneer  in  this  vicinity,  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  was  celebrated  as  a musician. 

A promiuent  resident  at  Pierstown  was  Hon.  Isaac  Wil- 
liams, of  honored  memory,  who  settled  in  1703.  He  occu- 
pied a prominent  position  among  the  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  served  iu  various  official  capacities.  He  was  sheriff  in 
1 S 1 0,  and  subsequently  re-elected  to  that  office.  He  was 
a member  of  congress  iu  1813,  1817,  and  1823.  A son, 
Isaac  K.  Williams,  resides  in  Cooperstown,  and  is  foreman 
in  the  office  of  Tlte  Freeman's  Journal, 

Darius  Warren  emigrated  from  the  land  of  “ steady 
habits,”  and  in  17S8  located  in  this  town,  and  was  the  first 
person  who  received  a deed  of  laud  from  Judge  William 
Cooper.  He  had  a family  of  three  sens  and  four  daughters. 
The  sons  were  Julius,  Russell,  and  Cyrenus. 

Julius  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Russell,  now  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years,  and  Cyrenus  at  seventy- 
seven,  arc  still  residing  on  the  original  purchase.  Russell 
has  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  Cyrenus  one  daughter, 
living  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Stephens  were  also  early  settlers  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. 

Jonah  Sprague,  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  came  in  1791, 
and  located  on  “ Whipple  llill,”  where  he  remained  a few 
years,  and  subsequently  removed  to  a farm  which  he  pur- 
chased of  Ira  Tanner  in  1707.  He  married  Esther,  a 
daughter  of  Oliver  Bates.  He  was  a member  of  the 
12th  Regiment  Artillery,  New  York  State  militia,  in  1813, 
and  served  with  the  army  near  Sackct’s  Ilarbor.  The 
regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Elijah  II.  Metcalf. 
Mr.  Sprague  remained  on  this  farm  until  his  death,  with  h 
occurred  iu  1820.  Mrs.  Sprague  died  in  1850.  Two  sons 
are  now  living,  viz.,  Jenks  Sprague,  M.D  , a resident  of 
Hastings,  Minnesota,  and  Colonel  ilezckiah  B.  Spr-.urtio,  of 
1 pper  Fly  Creek  valley,  who  now  owns  and  occupies  the 
farui  where  lie  was  burn  in  1802. 
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Oliver  Bates  was  also  an  early  settler  in  Upper  Fly  Creek 
valley;  lie  located  in  1703  on  lands  north  of  the  Sprague 
farm.  Rudolphus  Elderkin  is  also  mentioned  as  a pioneer 
in  this  vicinity;  he  located  in  1700.  Sheldeu  Elderkin, 
a great-grandson,  resides  in  the  vicinity. 

In  company  with  Rudolphus  Elderkin  came  William 
Lathrop,  from  Connecticut ; he  owned  a store,  ashcry,  and 
distillery.  A granddaughter  now  occupies  a portion  of 
the  farm  upon  which  he  located.  In  those  early  days  wild 
animals  were  in  abundance,  and  the  settlements  were  much 
annoyed  by  the  depredations  of  wolves  and  bears.  Wolves 
were  great  cowards  during  the  day,  but  in  the  night  season 
made  havoc  upon  the  sheepfolds.  Bruin  was  not  considered 
dangerous  to  human  life,  but  had  a propensity  for  visiting 
the  pig-pens;  and  woe  to  the  unfortunate  “porker”  that 
came  within  his  grasp.  It  is  related  of  Mrs.  Lathrop  that 
she  once  made  a charge  with  a broomstick  on  a bear  that 
was  making  it  unpleasant  for  the  pigs,  and  succeeded  in 
driving  him  from  his  prey. 

Nehemiah  Fitch  was  also  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity. 
On  a portion  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Buckingham  Fitch 
his  grandfather,  Stephen  Fitch,  was  a pioneer. 

The  following  are  also  mentioned  as  pioneers  in  this 
locality,  viz. : William  Hawkins,  Aaron  Bigelow,  George 
Roberts,  Sylvanus  Lord,  Othniel  Strong,  and  Ira  Tanner. 

One  of  the  first  school-houses  in  the  towm.  out  of  Coop- 
erstown,  was  built  on  the  Sprague  farm  some  time  prior 
to  1790.  The  first  teacher  was  Ephraim  Skinner. 

Jesse  Teft  and  Samuel  Westcott  are  remembered  as  early 
carpenters.  Dr.  Bennett  was  a pioneer  physician  and  school- 
teacher. A Revolutionary  soldier  named  Silas  Wells  and 
one  Sutherland  were  early  settlers. 

Among  the  honored  representatives  of  “ ye  olden  time” 
was  Erastus  Taylor,  who  emigrated  to  this  town  from  Ben- 
nington, Vt.,  when  there  were  only  three  log  houses  on  the 
site  of  the  present  flourishing  village  of  Cooperstown.  He 
purchased  a tract  of  land,  embracing  500  acres,  lying  in 
Fly  Creek  valley,  three  and  a half  miles  above  the  village. 
His  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  longevity  of  the  Taylor  family  is  remarkable : Eleazer 
died  aged  eighty-seven  years,  and  Daphne  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three.  The  following  are  still  living  in  the  vicinity  : 
Joanna,  aged  eighty-one;  Alexander,  aged  seventy -six  ; 
Atuon,  aged  seventy-three;  and  Lester,  aged  seventy. 

The  healthful  climate  aud  fertile  soil  attracted  others, 
and  four  years  after  the  location  of  Erastus  Taylor,  his 
father,  Thomas  Taylor,  came  to  the  town,  accompanied  by 
his  sons  Thomas  and  Chester,  and  three  daughters,  Cynthia, 
liicy,  aud  Arena,  and  settled  on  the  same  tract  purchased 
by  Erastus.  Thomas’  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  whose  descendants  reside  in  the  vicinity. 
Numerous  descendants  of  Chester,  Alexander  T.,  Amon, 
Daphne  (Mrs.  Jarvis),  aud  Eleazer  are  numbered  among 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  : wn. 

Normau  aud  Bingham  Babc  .k.  with  their  sister,  Eliza, 
reside  on  the  farm  formerly  . • copied  by  their  father  and 
grandfather.  Martin  Coates,  an  early  settler,  occupied  the 
premises  where  his  father  located  in  au  early  day.  On  the 
old  homestead  of  Reuben  Hinds  lives  a daughter  of  that 
pioneer,  Mrs.  Dickens. 


A prominent  settler  in  Upper  Fly  Creek  valley  was  .V 
hcuiiah  Hinds,  who  located  in  181G.  Many  of  his  <1. 
ants  are  numbered  among  the  influential  citizens  of  i|, 
town. 

Among  other  old  settlers  in  the  valley  arc  mentioned  tl... 
names  of  Joseph  Sprague,  Platt  St.  John  and  fat  h r. 
Andrew  Scribner,  Levi  Pierce,  and  John  McCulloch. 

An  enterprising  pioneer  above  Fly  Creek  village  was 
John  Badger,  who  in  an  early  day  had  a trip-hammer  and 
pail-factory,  long  since  abandoned.  He  bad  two  son.-, 
Orestes  and  John  R.  Badger.  A grandson  is  a merchant 
at  Fly  Creek  village. 

A useful  man  in  this  vicinity  was  John  Rockwell,  who 
came  to  the  village  in  an  early  day,  and  combined  the  tn  E 
of  a goldsmith  with  farming  and  clock-making.  Eliphalct 
Williams,  a pioneer  below  Fly  Creek  village,  operated  a 
cloth-  and  cat  ding-machine  on  Oaks  creek,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  the  stone  mill. 

On  the  present  site  of  the  butt-factory  a wire  manufac- 
tory was  established  in  1812,  which  did  a profitable  busi- 
ness until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  tariff  act  was  then 
repealed,  and  the  wire-factory  closed.  The  building  was 
subsequently  changed  to  a paper-mill,  and  still  later  to  a 
grist-mill.  This  was  operated  for  a time  and  transformed 
to  a twine-manufactory,  and  finally  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  present  building  is  of  stone.  Vine  Welch  was  an  early 
settler.  He  had  two  sons.  Vine  Jr.,  aud  Rensselaer. 

Pioneers  on  the  old  “ turnpike”  were  Isaac  Russell,  who 
located  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Coopcrstowo,  and 
Oliver  Gardner,  about  two  miles  from  Cooperstown.  The 
former  in  addition  to  farming  officiated  as  “ gate-keeper  on 
the  “ turnpike.”  Isaac  Loomis  came  in  at  an  early  date, 
and  located  near  Oaksville.  His  original  location  was  until 
recently  in  the  possession  of  bis  descendants. 

The  cotton-mill  in  Oaksville  called  the  Otsego  print- 
works was  erected  by  Russell  Williams  in  1830. 

From  Litchfield,  Conn.,  came  John  Baldwin,  in  1S32, 
who  located  on  a farm  formerly  owned  by  one  Crafts.  Mr. 
Baldwin  died  in  1861.  A son,  Leonard  Baldwin,  resides  in 
the  town. 

John  Wiley,  Sr.,  an  honored  pioneer,  came  from  Scho- 
daek,  Albany  county,  in  1S07,  and  settled  near  the  Wiley 
school-house.  A sou,  John  Wiley,  Jr.,  resides  with  his 
granddaughter  near  the  original  location. 

Other  settlers  in  this  vicinity  were  Stephen  Crunk. 
Jonathan  Price,  Asa  Kenney,  Edward  Mervis,  Sumner 
ilecox,  Levi  Broekway,  and  Samuel  Benjamin. 

Daniel  Roberts,  a son  of  Deacon  James  Roberts,  a 
pioneer  of  Burlington,  was  born  iu  Burlington,  and  subse- 
quently moved  into  this  town  and  settled  on  a farm  near 
Oaksville.  A son,  Jonathan  P.  Roberts,  now  resides  on 
lands  located  a short  distance  west  of  the  old  homestead. 

As  an  illustration  of  early  prices,  it  is  related  that  w here 
is  now  located  some  of  the  best  farming  lands  in  the  town, 
ISO  acres  were  leased  by  Jonathan  Price,  a pioneer  ir  an 
Rensselaer  county,  for  less  than  fourteen  cents  per  aero  per 
aunum.  On  the  premises  now  owned  l>y  G.  E.  Beadle, 
about  four  miles  distant  from  Cooperstown,  bis  father, 
Homer  Beadle,  was  an  early  settler. 

Promiueut  among  those  who  left  the  coincidences  and 
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i'l  New  England  for  an  abode  in  the  wilderness 
„ .,u.l  Hartson,  who  emigrated  from  the  “Granite 
*tid  located  in  this  town  in  1798,  then  but  seventeen 
,1  *gc.  Upon  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
j,  j a farm  at  “ Snowton  Hill.”  A daughter,  the 
! f William  Kinney,  now  seventy-six  years  of  age, 

,.9  on  the  old  homestead.  William  Kinney,  Jr.,  was 
. ,%  m Burlington,  in  1799,  and  removed  to  this  town  in 
a lu.re  he  has  siuce  resided.  A sturdy  pioneer  in  the 
9,nt  |-»rt  of  the  town  was  William  Kinney,  Sr.,  who  came 
t ‘.liineeiieut  in  about  the  year  1791.  He  was  a wheel- 
. and  learned  the  trade  of  Stephen  Morse. 
j..j,,liah  Peek,  John  Russell,  Daniel,  David,  Abraham 
)i  *13.1  Aarou  Marvin,  were  also  early  settlers. 

1 nil  St.  John  was  a pioneer,  and  his  widow,  with  her 
,'tr.di  hildren,  reside  on  the  old  homestead.  A New  Eng- 
,u.  j,.r  named  Richard  Davidson,  accompanied  by  his  sons, 
\«1  B.  and  Titus,  was  also  a pioneer.  Titus’  widow 
lo*  on  the  old  homestead  with  her  son  Lewis. 

A veteran  of  the  Revolution  who  early  selected  a home 
& this  picturesque  region  was  Jerry  Carter.  He  was  some- 
*h*t  distinguished  among  the  pioneers  as  having  been  a 
• u!»t  to  General  La  Fayette.  Some  of  the  descendants 
i Charles  Bailey,  who  came  from  England  and  early  settled 
C rv.  now  occupy  the  old  home.  Deacon  Sumner  Turner's 
fit  her  was  also  a pioneer. 

lu  the  days  of  stage-coaches  the  various  taverns  along 
the  routes  were  institutions  of  great  importance  to  the  trav- 
el, r.  One  of  these  primitive  institutions,  and  the  first  on 
jho  old  turnpike  through  this  town,  wras  kept  by  Levi  Broek- 
»*y.  Here  many  a weary  traveler  was  cheered  alike  by 
Kvi’s  fireplace,  venison,  and  whisky.  The  latter  com- 
aedity  iu  those  days  was  a common  beverage,  and  served 
to  rlieer  but  not  inebriate. 

The  first  tavern  in  Oaksville  was  kept  by  John  and 
‘Lines  Roberts.  Thos.  Lewis,  an  old  settler  from  Rhode 
LLnd,  is  also  remembered  as  the  keeper  of  an  iiiu  on  the 
turnpike  between  Burlington  and  Oaksville. 

I he  first  mill  in  the  town  was  erected  at  Toddsville,  by 
vurnuel  Tubbs,  in  1790. 

i cdd.-ville  derived  its  name  from  Jehiel  Todd,  who  came 
?r,,m  Connecticut  in  an  early  day  and  settled  in  that  locality, 
*’“l  built  the  first  paper-mill  in  this  section  of  country.  He 
hu.i  two  sons, — Lemuel  and  Ira. 

fhe  first  grist-  and  saw-mill  at  Oaksville  was  built  in 
i.'.'i  by  Goo.  Johnson.  An  old  building  is  now  standing  I 
" the  turnpike  above  Oaksville,  which  was  used  as  a store  I 
afxuit  1 SOU  by  one  Drake.  This  building  stands  near 
the  site  of  the  Brockway  tavern. 

Many  years  after  the  building  of  the  Great  Western 
turnpike  it  was  frequented  by  the  Oneida  Indians,  who 
I v".  d much  time  in  their  wigwams,  located  between  Fly 
1 f"  k and  Cooper-town. 

Atining  tin;  earliest  and  most  prominent  settlers  at  Fly 

■ k were  the  Clunev-.  consisting  of  Kbetiezcr  Chonev,  of 
. * . . ... 
u',reu  memory,  accompanied  bv  his  three  sons, — William, 

' ■■  ph,  and  Ebenezer,  Jr.  They  were  natives  of  Connecti- 

" The  father  and  one  son,  William,  wore  soldiers  iu  the 

'‘'  'iilutionary  war.  Joseph  Cheney  built  a log  house  and 

,fmi.  barn,  and  subsequently  a iariu-hou.se,  which  he  kept  as 


an  inn  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  turnpike.  As  an  instance 
of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held,  it  is  related  that 
during  the  surveying  of  the  line  for  the  turnpike  some  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  arose  as  to  the  proper  location  through 
this  town,  and  Judge  William  Cooper,  to  whom  the  matter 
was  referred,  told  them  that  they  must  make  the  road  to 
accommodate  Joseph  Cheney,  who  had  built  a new  hou.-e 
and  was  an  enterprising  man. 

A son  of  Joseph  Cheney,  Colonel  J.  A.  Cheney,  resides 
on  a portion  of  the  old  homestead  at  Fly  Creek. 

Stephen  North,  also  a native  of  Connecticut,  was  a prom- 
inent settler  in  this  vicinity.  His  sons,  Albert,  Linus,  and 
Stephen,  Jr.,  were  leading  citizens,  and  the  founders  of  the 
P resby terian  eh  u rch . 

David  Shipman,  the  “ Leatherstocking”  and  “ Deer- 
slayer”  of  J.  Fenimore  Cooper’s  novels,  was  a resident  of 
this  town,  living  in  a log  cabin  on  the  east  bank  of  Oaks 
creek,  about  equi  distant  between  Toddsville  and  Flv  Creek 
village.  Aden  Adams,  of  Cooperstown.  aged  cighty-one, 
states  that  he  knew  David  Shipman  well.  He  dressed  in 
tanned  deerskin,  and  with  his  dogs  roamed  the  forest,  hunt- 
ing deer,  bears,  and  foxes.  Cooper  says  that  he  went  west, 
and  there  leaves  him.  Colonel  Cheney,  however,  states  that 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  and  lived  several  years  after- 
wards. His  wife  died,  and  was  buried  in  wet  ground,  the 
water  partially  filling  the  grave.  Elder  Bostwick,  a Bap- 
tist minister  from  the  town  of  Hartwick,  officiated  at  the 
funeral,  and  upon  remarking  to  Leatherstocking  that  it 
was  a poor  place  to  bury  the  dead,  the  old  hunter  answered. 
“ I know  it,  and  if  I live  to  die,  I expect  to  be  buried  there 
myself.”  He  did  “ live  to  die,”  and  was  buried  in  the  Adams 
cemetery,  where  he  lies  with  no  marble  slab  to  mark  his 
resting-place.  “ Leatherstocking”  had  one  son,  Samuel  Ship- 
man,  who  reared  a large  family  of  sons  and  daughters.* 

On  Dec.  31,  1S74,  died  Mrs.  Sarah  Clinton,  in  the  nine- 
tieth year  of  her  age.  She  and  her  husband,  the  late 
Simeon  Clinton,  were  born  at  Fly  Creek.  Mrs.  Clint  .n 
was  a daughter  of  John  Adams.  Her  sister,  Dollv,  mar- 
ried Samuel  Wilson,  who  built  the  well-knowu  white  house 
near  the  west  line  of  this  town,  which  has  ever  since  re- 
tained the  name.  They  moved  to  Worthington,  0.,  where 
they  died.  These  families  received  their  deeds  from  Judge 
William  Cooper,  and  were  the  first  to  settle  north  of  Tubb  s 
mills,  on  the  Oaks  Creek  valley,  and  cut  the  first  road  through 
on  the  east  side  of  die  creek.  This  was  in  the  days  of 
Judge  Win.  Cooper,  when  his  patent  was  a wilderness. 
Then  bears,  deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  w re  a 
great  terror  to  the  inhabitants, — the  wolves  making  night 
hideous  with  their  demoniac  howls. 

Among  other  early  settlers,  remembered  as  leading  citi- 
zens in  the  days  gone  by,  were  two  brothers,  Abraham  and 
David  Marvin,  who  came  from  Balston  8pa,  N.  Y.  Tliev 
located  on  farms  at  Fly  Crock  village,  and  the  funner 

’‘  There  seem  to  be  conflicting  statements  in  regard  t>>  " I.- alh-  r- 
stoohiug."  Calvin  (iraies,  who  has  resided  in  Cooper-town  - : 

17'.)  i,  says  that  lie  knew  Shipman,  the  '•  Leathcrstoeking"  .ft'..:.  j 
novels,  well,  and  that  he  was  never  married.  He  lived  a rui  ing 
his  only  companions  being  his  dogs  and  gun.  Mr.  Crav  . n i , - 
ited  the  old  hunter's  emu  in  company  with  him.  and  liming  r>  - i 
here  during  eighty -four  consecutivu  years,  it  would  s<  ( m that  ■>  - 
statements  were  entitled  to  credit. 
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erected  the  first  grist-  and  saw-mill  above  Tubbs’,  on  Oaks 
creek.  Warren  and  Stephen  Babbitts,  from  New  England, 
were  early  settlers,  and  some  of  their  descendants  reside  in 
the  town. 

John  Adams,  a pioneer,  located  in  Fly  Creek  valley  in 
1700.  A descendant,  Aden  Adams,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
resides  in  Cooperstown. 

Other  actors  in  early-day  scenes  were  Esek  Bradford, 
Gideon  Wood,  Abraham  Bliss,  Colonel  Eldredge,  Timothy 
Sabin,  Stephen  Allen,  Lieutenant  Loomis,  Zebulon  Gibbs, 
Henry  Garlick.  J.  Fisk,  P.  Gardner,  and  G.  Herrington. 

The  Van  Horns  were  also  prominent  and  early  settlers. 
Numerous  descendants  of  the  family  are  residents  of  the 
town. 

In  the  early  days,  when  “ going  to  mill”  meant  a journey 
of  from  ten  to  fifty  miles,  and  all  wool  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  clothing  was  “ carded”  by  hand,  the  erection  of 
a grist-  or  carding-mill  was  an  event  of  no  small  importance, 
and  when  the  first  carding-mill  was  built  by  Leander  Plumb, 
near  Oaksville.  it  was  hailed  with  satisfaction,  and  rendered 
substantial  benefit  to  the  settlers.  Plumb  was  also  the  first 
clothier  iu  the  town. 

Benjamin  and  Michael  Keyser  settled  in  Fly  Creek  vil- 
lage in  1816.  The  latter  served  in  the  War  of  1S12.  and 
was  with  the  army  at  Plattsburg.  In  the  year  1813  Clark 
Brow  came  to  Fly  Creek  as  a workman  iu  the  machine- 
shop  of  Jarvis  & Todd.  He  built  and  operated  the  first 
cotton  machinery  in  this  section  of  country. 

Fly  Creek  and  Oaksville  are  pleasant  hamlets,  the  former 
located  on  Fiy  creek,  and  the  latter  on  Oaks  creek. 

At  “Five-Mile  Point”  is  located  a delightful  summer 
hotel,  which  was  erected  in  1S50  by  its  present  popular 
and  gentlemanly  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Tuuuieliff.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  localities  for  which  Otsego  lake 
is  celebrated,  and  has  been  rendered  famous  by  the  Ameri- 
can novelist,  J.  Fenimore  Cooper.  Near  “ Five-Mile 
Point”  is  the  canon  through  which  “ Deerslayer”  made  his 
escape  when  pursued  by  the  ILtrons.  The  Hurous  were 
whooping  and  leaping  behind  him.  He  saw,  by  the  for- 
mation of  the  land,  that  a deep  glen  intervened  before  the 
base  of  a second  hill  could  be  reached.  A fallen  tree  lay 
near  him,  in  a line  parallel  to  the  glen  at  the  brow  of  the 
bill.  To  leap  on  it  took  but  a moment.  Previous  to  dis- 
appearing from  his  pursuers,  however,  “ Deerslayer”  stood 
on  the  height  and  gave  a cry  of  triumph,  as  if  exulting  at 
the  Sight  of  the  descent  that  lay  before  him. 

1 he  Five-Mile  point  was  the  place  selected  by  “Hetty” 
for  landing,  after  her  escape  from  the  ark.  The  point  in 
question  was  the  first  projection  that  offered  on  that  side 
ot  the  lake  where  a canoe,  if  set  adrift  with  a southerly  air, 
would  float  clear  of  the  land,  and  where  it  m fight  be  no 
great  violation  of  probabilities  to  suppose  it  might  even  hit 
the  castle.  Such  then  was  Hetty's  intention,  and  she 
lauded  on  the  extremity  of  the  gravelly  point  beneath  an 
overhanging  oak  . ■■  Deerslayer”). 

H.  Gates  Spafford,  in  lblO,  says,  “Otsego,  a township, 
the  capital  of  Otsego  County,  with  a post-office  called 
Cooperstown,  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna 
river,  sixty-six  miles  fronrAlbany,  and  twenty-eight  miles 
from  Utica,  bouuded  north  by  Herkimer  county,  east  bv 


Otsego  lake  or  Springfield  and  Middlcfield,  south  bv  Hart, 
wick,  west  by  Richfield.  Exeter  and  Burlington.  It-  , X- 
tent,  north  and  south,  eleven  miles,  with  a medial  width  «,f 
five  miles.  In  the  northwest  corner  is  Canaderaea  < r 
Schuyler’s  lake,  which  discharges  Oaks’  creek  centrally 
across  the  town  to  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna,  just  below 
its  origin  in  Otsego  lake.  This  is  a fine  stream  for  mills, 
and  there  are  superior  advantages  also  for  waterworks  at 
the  outlet  of  Otsego  lake,  which  is  in  the  southeast  corm  r 
of  this  town  at  the  village  of  Otsego  or  Cooperstown.  The 
surfuce  is  considerably  diversified  with  hills  and  vallev-, 
but  the  lands  are  arable,  or  fit  for  meadow  or  grazing,  and 
are  well  cultivated.  There  are  in  all  three  houses  of  wor- 
ship, two  of  which  are  in  Cooperstown.  and  fourteen  or 
fifteen  school-houses.  There  are  eight  grain-mills,  oiirht 
saw-mills,  three  fulling-mills,  three  carding-machines,  an 
oil  mill,  paper-mill,  and  two  nail-factories.” 

The  Hope  cotton-mill,  located  in  this  town,  was  built  in 
about  the  year  1815.  It  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Jane  A. 
Carter,  of  Cooperstown. 

CIVIL  HISTORY. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  from  ISO  I to 
1878,  and  town  clerks  from  IS25  to  1S78.  The  first  rec- 
ords of  this  town  were  burned  a number  of  years  since, 
and  we  are  unable  to  give  the  names  of  clerks  prior  to 
1825.  The  list  of  supervisors  for  that  period  was  taken 
from  records  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk : 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1801 

1805 

1806 
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1807 

a a 

1808 
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1S10 

1811  

44  it 

1812 

1813 

“ “ 
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ti  44 

1 S 1 5 
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1810 

n 44 

1817 

u u 

1818 

1811* 

•<  “ 

1820 

1S21 

1822 

44  il 

1823 
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1S24 

1823 

Geo.  Pomeroy 

it  ti 

it  it 

1820 

1827 
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1S2U 

it  u 

<4  44 
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it  it 

44  44 

1831 

1802... 

44  44 

44  it 
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1830 

44  14 

44  44 

1837 

44  44 

44  « 4 

1838 

44  44 

44  44 

18.39 

44  44 

1810 

**  “ 

John  Ilnnnav. 

1841 

Geo.  A.  Starkweather. 

Hir.iin  S.  Pubi'oek. 

1812 

“ “ 

llenrv  P.  Mctealt'. 

1813 

44  *4 

1814 

.4  44 

44  *4 

1815 

Geo.  Jarvis. 

184(1 

1-1 1 i -S h n Doubleday. 

• 4 1. 

18  17 

44  44 

1 8 IS 

“ “ 

44  44 

1-19 

Henry  Phinncy. 

«•'  <• 

1 8 . » 0 

G corgr  Jarvis. 

Lewis  M.  PoubleJay 

l'3l 

Lewis  It.  Palmer. 

Richard  A.  Lesley. 

1 S.t.l 

E.  1).  Persons. 
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Photo,  by  W.  G.  Smith,  Cooperstown. 


RUSSELL  WARREN. 


. Kun'oII  Warren  was  born  Jan.  21,  1707.  in  the  town 
( i h-ogo,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  the  sixth  child  of  Darius  and 
Miry  W arren.  The  father  and  mother  were  natives  of 
I'  onccticut,  and  were  manned  Dec.  26,  1782.  They  had 
*»••«>  children,  four  daughters  and  three  sons,  as  follows: 
n.dotlie,  born  May  5,  1784,  wife  of  Edmund  Pearsall ; 
Ja  Hu*,  born  June  28,  1786.  a sketch  of  whose  life  and  por- 
trait aj.jK'ar  on  another  page  of  this  work;  Charlotte,  born 
31,  17S8,  died  Oct.  1.  1>73;  Lydia,  born  March  2S, 
'•701,  wife  of  Anson  Fuller,  died  July,  1854;  Lucretia, 
fn  April  23,  1793,  widow  of  William  Johnson,  still 
•’  nig  in  the  town  of  Otsego,  near  -£  Leather-Stocking  Falls  ;” 
Kaw-ll,  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Cyrcnus,  born  Aug.  9, 

• “■*'*.  a farmer,  also  living  in  Otsego.  The  family  moved 
ui  < >ld  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
tv  ( March,  1787)  to  the  town  of  Otsego,  and  settled  on 
t inn  still  owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject,  of  this 
n uh. — the  third  family  in  the  neighborhood. 

11  u veil  Warren  was  married  Oct.  17,  1826,  to  Sophia 
• *«>k,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Abigail  Cook.  She  was 
'•  ni  April  1,  1797.  Two  children  were  the  result  of  this 
te»rmgl>)  viz.,  one  still-born,  and  Joseph,  born  Nov.  28, 
married  to  Laura  Miller.  They  had  two  children,  a 
*■  ::  and  daughter,  Russell  and  Sophia.  Mr.  Warren’s  first 
v 'led  Dec.  4,  1829.  He  married,  April  It),  1831. 
> Ann  Calkins,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  viz., 

■ : >•>.  born  March  20.  1832  ; Freeman  C..  born  Nov.  10, 
*•  married  to  Esther  Sabey.  and  died  Jan.  28,  1877. 
- cund  wife  died  Dec.  31,  1835. 

1 **r  his  third  wife  he  married  Jane  Calkins,  sister  to  his 
” ,!,1  w'fe,  Nov.  21,  1836,  who  was  born  Aug.  12,  1810. 


Six  children  was  the  result  of  this  marriage,  viz.,  Mercy 
Jane,  born  Jan.  12,  1838,  living  with  her  father;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  born  April  27,  1840,  died  Feb.  20,  1S42  ; Sarah 
Adelaide,  born  Oct.  24,  1841,  died  Nov.  21,  1S49  ; Susan, 
born  Aug.  20,  1845,  died  Sept.  18,  1845  ; Willard  C., 
born  Sept.  19,  1847,  married  to  Harriet  Williams;  Ade- 
laide is  their  only  child ; they  reside  on  the  first  spot  occu- 
pied by  their  grandparents ; Charles  Herbert,  born  Dec.  5, 
1850,  died  Jan.  7,  1864. 

Mr.  Warren’s  third  wife  died  March  3,  1853.  August 
8,  1854,  lie  married  Maria  Cook,  sister  to  his  first  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  no  children.  She  died  July  29,  1S71.  Mr. 
Warren  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to  farming.  In  politics 
he  is  Republican,  though  he  has  never  been  diverted  from 
his  chosen  pursuit  by  the  attractions  of  public  life.  At  an 
early  day  he  drew  a quarter  ticket  in  the  State  lottery,  from 
which  he  realized  ($7500)  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  At  that  time  it  was  a large  amount  of  ready  money 
to  come  into  the  possession  of  a farmer.  But,  unlike  most 
others  who  become  possessed  of  sudden  wealth.  51  r.  Warren 
made  good  use  of  the  money. 

By  honorable  dealing  and  strict  attention  to  business,  he 
has  accumulated  a handsome  property,  and  has  always 
been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  his 
township.  Though  in  bis  eighty-second  year,  and  en- 
feebled by  old  age,  his  memory  is  clear,  and  few  have 
kept  better  ,l  posted  up”  in  all  matters  relating  to  his  town 
and  county.  lie  has  always  refrained  from  the  use  of  strong 
drink  or  profane  language.  lie  has  always  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  his  neighbors,  and  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
I who  have  known  him. 
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Suii-rvl.-or*. 

Town  Clerks. 

E.  D.  Persons. 

. « 

■**' 

a 

it  << 

H.  P.  Metcalf. 

Levi  C.  Turner. 

Geo.  W.  Ernst. 

it  ** 

it  it 

a a 

. 1 

il  K 

"Marais  B.  Angell. 

it  << 

it  it 

♦« ; 

Marais  B.  Angc4I. 

....Horace  M.  Hooker. 

Luzerne  M.  Iiolles. 
John  E.  Browne. 

u u 

Goo.  W.  Ernst. 

John  K.  Leaning. 

Henry  L.  llinman. 
Benj.  F.  Murdock. 

' 

it  it 

Chas.  R.  Burch. 

Samuel  S.  Edick. 

4*  .4 

Mt’ 



S.  Wilson  Cheney. 

Henry  W.  Cory. 

. ‘ 

Favette  Hinds. 

it  it 

Ellcrv  P.  Cory. 

Geo.  Jarvis. 

it  u 

44  44 

Ellery  P.  Cory. 

44  44 

Tli.!  town  officers  for  1877  are  as  follows: 

,>»  <j>ervisor. — James  F.  Clark. 

f"in  i Clerk. — Ellery  P.  Cory. 

Justice  of  the  Pence. — Rufus  C.  Doubleday. 

t ',m  miss  inner  of  Highways. — Francis  Heacox. 

.1  xsrssor. — Silas  A.  Soule. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Albert  Pierce  and  Luther  Good- 
rvb. 

T"icu  Auditors. — Hezekiah  B.  Sprague, William  E.  Cory, 
Jmjc  E.  Sylvester. 

Hailrocul  Commissioners. — G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  John  B. 
li  nker,  William  A.  Doubleday. 

Collector. — James  McGown. 

Con  stables. — William  E.  Russell,  Orville  Beadle,  James 
W.  M orrison,  Daniel  Murphy,  Smith  Bailey. 

Game  Constable. — Jacob  Bell. 

Excise  Commissioner. — Cornelius  Van  Horne. 

I it* factors  of  Election , District  No.  1. — George  T.  Bur- 
tn  11,  Everett  A.  Potter,  Frank  R.  Winney. 

Intjwctors  of  Election , District  No.  2. — Edgar  S.  Kinnie, 
Thomas  Taylor,  Frank  G.  Jarvis. 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865  there  were  22,899  acres  of  improved  land  in 

* h-M-go,  and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  §1,445,236.  There 
■ ere  4011  acres  of  land  plowed;  in  pasture,  10,062;  in 
m.'.i.low,  81891  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested,  I 
110;  bushels  of  winter  wheat,  662;  bushels  of  oats, 

•'1  5s5  j bushels  of  barley  harvested  in  1864, 1689  ; bushels 
if  buckwheat,  4726;  bushels  of  corn,  11,906  ; bushels  of 
;<'t aloes,  27,032;  bushels  of  peas,  759;  bushels  of  beans, 

; bushels  of  turnips,  1795  ; pounds  of  hops,  327,923  ; 
J^unds  of  tobacco,  1350  ; bushels  of  apples,  31,8S9  ; barrels 

• f cider,  993;  pounds  of  maple  sugar,  19,710;  pounds  of 
‘ utter,  145,077  ; pounds  of  cheese,  196,287. 

Agricultural  and  General  Statistics , 1875. — Otsego  has 
-Ci 63  acres  of  improved  land,  7156  of  woodland,  and 
acres  other  than  the  above.  The  cash  value  of  farms, 
f-'.o  1_’,S60.  Acres  of  land  plowed  in  1875,  4491  ; acres  i 
"i  pasture,  10,289;  acres  mown,  9378;  tons  of  hay  pro-  i 
•hired,  12,462  ; acres  of  barley  in  1874,  80;  bushels  pro-  j 
•hired,  2095  ; acres  of  buckwheat,  433  ; bushels  produced, 
‘•'6;  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  16,147;  bushels  of  oats,  j 
•■".•44;  of  rye,  689  ; of  spring  wheat,  311 ; winter  wheat,  I 


685;  beans,  89;  peas,  272;  hops,  161,355  pounds;  pota- 
toes, 46,776  ; tobacco,  1 000  pounds ; barrels  of  cider.  1 3^3  ; 
pounds  of  maple  sugar,  17,332  ; gallons  syrup,  724  ; horses 
on  farms,  916;  value  of  poultry  sold,  S2253  ; eggs,  83217  ; 
cattle  slaughtered,  358;  pounds  of  butter  made,  156.510  ; 
cheese,  53,735  ; sheep  shorn,  2399  ; weight  of  clip,  10,084 
pounds;  pork  made  on  farms,  163,802  pounds. 

Area. — Otsego  has  an  area  of  32,141  acres,  and  its 
assessed  valuation  is  $1,008,825,  and  its  equalized  valua- 
tion is  §1,092,724. 
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METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  FITCH’S  HILL. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  the  town  of 
Otsego  was  organized  in  the  year  1813,  with  the  follow- 
ing members,  viz.:  Jonah  and  Esther  Sprague;  Reuben 
and  Elsie  Whipple,  son  and  daughter;  George  and  Alice 
Roberts;  also  George,  Jr.,  S.  II.,  Sophia,  and  Sally  Roberts  ; 
Joseph  Perkins  and  Alice,  his  wife;  William  Holabert, 
and  Amos  Babcock  and  wife.  The  society  erected  a church 
edifice  in  1835,  located  on  Fitch  Hill.  It  is  a plain  build- 
ing ; in  size,  about  24  by  30  feet.  The  church  has  a 
present  membership  of  about  twenty  persons,  and  is  in 
charge  of  Rev.  James  Ryder. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  FLT  CREEK 

was  organized  in  about  the  year  1812  by  Rev.  Seth  Matti- 
son,  with  the  following  members,  viz.,  Benjamin  Gallap, 
Celinda  Gallap,  David  Marvin,  Geo.  Roberts,  Eleanor 
Williams,  Sally  Rutember,  and  perhaps  some  others.  Rev. 
Seth  Mattison  was  the  first  pastor,  and  Geo.  Roberts,  John 
Abbey,  and  Clowell  Gross  trustees.  Previously  to  the 
erection  of  the  church  edifice,  services  were  held  in  the  old 
Episcopal  chapel.  The  church  building  was  erected  in 
1S39,  is  40  by  60  in  size,  and  cost  §1500.  The  church 
was  dedicated  by  Dr.  Elias  Bowen.  The  church  building 
was  repaired  and  remodeled  in  1874.  at  a cost  of  §2500. 
It  is  a neat  and  substantial  structure,  and  its  seating  capacity 
is  three  hundred.  The  church  is  in  a prosperous  condition, 
and  its  membership  numbers  one  hundred  and  sixty  persons. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows,  viz. : Rev.  James  Ryder, 
pastor;  Henry  Bliss,  J.  II.  Johnson,  James  Woodbeck, 
S.  C.  Bailey,  Chas.  Babbitt,  Daniel  Carpenter,  and  Bussell 
Brownell,  trustees. 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

located  at  Fly  Creek  was  organized  March  20,  1828,  with 
a membership  of  twenty-one.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
Samuel  Manning.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  about 
the  year  1840,  at  a cost  of  §1600. 

THE  UNIVERSAL  1ST  CHURCH 

located  at  Fly  Creek  was  organized  in  1805,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  church  of  this  denomination  formed  :n 
the  State  of  Now  York. 
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The  church  edifice  was  erected  iu  1820,  and  remodeled 
iu  1861.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  E.  E.  Peck. 

HYDE  PARK  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIICRCII 

was  organized  in  the  Hope  factory  school-house,  in  1855, 
by  Rev.  M.  L.  Kern.  The  first  officers  were  Cornelius 
Teachout,  George  Kirby,  and  Andrew  Losee.  The  first 
pastor  was  llcv.  J.  L.  Wells,  and  the  first  members  of  the 
church  were  C.  Teachout  and  wife,  Cornelia  Mercer,  E. 
Teachout  and  wife,  T.  Teachout,  Abigail  Teachout,  William 
Beach,  Maria  Beach,  A.  Evans  and  wife,  Levi  Silverjiail 
and  wife,  M.  Alpaugli  and  wife,  and  S.  Bristol  and  wife. 

The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1S50,  at  a cost  of 
$1000,  and  was  dedicated  by  Revs.  J.  Shank,  J.  L.  Wells, 
and  S.  Comfort,  D.D. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows:  Trus- 
tees, Elkanah  Teachout,  Andrew  Losee;  Class-leader,  John 
Berry;  Stewards,  H.  Winser,  John  Berry,  and  A.  Losee. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  time:  J.  L.  Wells,  two  years; 
W.  R.  Cochrane,  one  year;  W.  C.  McDonald,  two  years; 
George  Watson,  two  years ; Isaac  Peaslee,  two  years;  W. 
L.  Thorpe,  three  years;  II.  M.  Crydenwise,  two  years; 
W.  A.  Wadsworth,  one  year;  A.  S.  Clarke,  three  years; 
W.  M.  Hiller,  present  pastor,  one  year. 

The  present  membership  is  50. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 


Elliott  Irons. 

Frederick  T.  Jarvis,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 152d  R<gt. 

Frank  Jarvis. 

John  Lusher,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  l.r>2d  Regt. 

Geo.  Cupperhail,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  lf»2d  Regt. 

Charles  Colton,  enl.  in  1st  N.  Y.  Eng. 

Pomeroy  Austin,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Ilegt. 

John  Bristol,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt. 

Charles  Metcalf,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121  st  Regt. 

Janies  F.  Clark,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  121st  Ilegt. 

Pomeroy  Austin,  121st  Regt.;  lost  an  arm  at  Salem  Church,  Ya. 

Ambrose  Had.sell,  4' kl  Regt. 

Ephraim  Rexford,  Bates’  Battery. 

Charles  Smith,  eul.  in  the  artillery;  was  in  many  battles. 

The  following  are  deceased  : 

Lyman  Williams,  Co.  F,  121st  Ilegt.;  Henry  Gartzee,  Co.  F,  43d  Regt.;  Solonv  n 
Townsend,  Co.  F,  121st  Ilegt.;  Freeman  W.  Alger,  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.;  Jam.  * 
Lindsay,  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.;  Daniel  Babbitt,  Co.  F,  121st  Ilegt.;  All«-rt 
Post,  Co.  A,  43d  Regt.;  Fitch  Metcalf,  Co.  A,  43d  Regt.;  A.  Mo  Da  no- Is,  (\>. 
A,  7Gth  Ilegt.;  Eugene  Lewis,  Co.  F,  121st  Ilegt.;  Quartos  Colton,  Go  A, 
43d  Regt.;  Matthew  Flandsburgh,  Co.  E,  121st  Ilegt.;  Cephas  Irons,  c 
E,  121st  Regt  ; Eugene  Alger,  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.;  George  Taylor,  HarGy 
Williams;  Josiali  Hinds,  1st  lieut.,  Co.  G,  152d  Ilegt.;  Fairfield  Wilson; 
Lewis  Shelman,  Co.  F,  132d  Regt. ; Win.  Grifliu  ; Parker  Coats,  Co.  G,  1*  _ i 
Regt. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


COLONEL  JOSEFII  A.  CHENEY, 

son  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  Cheney,  was  born  at  Fly  Creek, 
Otsego  County,  Feb.  28,  1807.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  county,  and  succeeded  iu  acquiring  a 
substantial  business  education. 


The  town  clerk  of  Otsego  for  the  year  1865  failed  to 
compile  a list  of  those  who  entered  the  Rebellion  from  this 
town,  as  directed  by  the  legislature  of  that  year;  conse- 
quently there  is  no  record  in  existence  showing  either  the 
names  or  number  of  men  furnished  by  this  town.  It  is 
very  difficult  at  this  distance  of  time  from  the  Rebellion  to 
compile  a perfect  list,  although  we  have  endeavored  to  do 
so,  and  were  ably  assisted  by  Leonard  W.  Baldwin,  of 
Oaksville. 

Dewitt  C.  Niles,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  10th  U.  S.  Inf. 

Horace  Ingalls,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  14th  U.  S.  Inf. 

A.  J.  Eldred,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  114th  Regt. 

E.  Butts,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  l2lst  Regt. 

Will  London,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  43d  Ilegt. 

D.  Salisbury,  enl.  iu  Co.  A,  loth  Regt. 

A.  F.  Clark,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  L.  Art. 

Ini  W.  Wright,  com.-sergt.,  enl.  iu  Co.  F,  121st  Regt. 

Leonard  W.  Baldwin,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Ilegt. 

David  Lindsay,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  152d  Regt. 

T.  N.  Doubleday,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  l.V2d  Regt. 

Qeo.  John-un,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,152d  Regt. 

D.  P.  Van  Court,  M.D.,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  34th  Regt. 

Itoswell  Stephens,  enl.  in  Co.  11,  l.YJd  Regt. 

D.  B.  Kendall,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  152d  Regt. 

Frank  Davidson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt, 

C.  V.  Merkwell,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt. 

Clark  Story,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  132d  Regt. 

Hurlow  Pickens. 

Emmet  Irons,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  12oth  Regt.  ♦ 

John  Thornton,  eul.  in  Co.  K,  7Gth  Regt. 

E.  D Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  N.  Y.  L.  Art. 

Ephraim  Rexford,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  N.  Y.  I*.  Art. 

Jam**s  Brown. 

Ambrose  Ifadsell. 

D**los  Lake. 


Hum* a Williams,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  44th  Regt. 

A.  Arnold. 

J unes  Bowtnnker,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  l.*»2d  Regt. 
Edward  Townsend,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  l .*2*1  Regt. 
Mo  roll  Cheesebroiigh,  enl.  in  Co.  M,2d  (!uv. 
Stephen  K.  Cheesebrough,  enl.  in  l4Gth  Regt. 
Herman  House,  eul.  in  Co.  G,  lo2d  Ilegt. 


lie  early  manifested  an  interest  in  military  matters,  and 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  entered  the  service  as  a non-com- 
missioned officer,  lie  reudored  excellent  service,  and  by 
ability  and  talent  won  the  esteem  of  his  superiors  ; m 
recognition  of  his  valuable  service  ho  was  promoted  step  by 
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,|K,  „ffice  of  colonel,  and  was  in  command  of  a regi- 
' ,hcn  the  law  was  repealed.  He  then  reported  him- 
( tj)e  adjutant-general  as  a supernumerary,  together 
, !,  cu'"t  of  the  other  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Mr  Cheney  was  colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment,  2d  Brig- 
B loth  Division  of  Infantry  of  Militia  of  the  State  of 
\ « y„rk.  This  division  was  commanded  by  General  S. 

. Ituruside,  now  a practicing  attorney  in  Oneonta.  At 
xu  time  of  the  election  of  General  Burnside  ns  brigadier- 
. ral  in  this  brigade  there  were  three  candidates, — S.  S. 
lljriwi do,  Colonel  Cheney,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
li<>irv  White,  of  Cherry  Valley, — each  of  whom  received 
i Colonel  Cheney  withdrew  in  favor  of  Burnside, 

»..a»  *ecuring  his  election.  Colonel  Cheney’s  love  for  the 
un  did  uot  cease  with  the  passage  of  the  law  disbanding 
»;,<•  military,  and  he  was  often  called  by  his  fellow-citizens 
t . m i as  marshal  at  various  political  and  other  gatherings. 

Colonel  Cheney  was  a Democrat  until  the  campaign  of 
1 <10,  when  he  voted  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  has  since 
l.,  o an  active  and  uncompromising  member  of  the  Repub- 
«;.-an  party.  He  has  ever  manifested  an  interest  in  all 
Kilters  concerning  the  welfare  of  his  town,  and  has  offi- 
.-iited  in  a number  of  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  towns- 
mro.  During  the  late  Rebellion  he  notified  the  adjutant- 
g«-ii.  ral  that  he  was  a supernumerary,  and  that  if  his  ser- 
> io-s  were  needed  he  was  ready  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his 
rountry,  and  to  strike  at  the  hideous  head  of  rebellion. 

Colonel  Cheney  has  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  living 
< f a family  of  nine  children,  viz.  : Mita  C.,  who  married 
Edward  H.  Parmelee,  and  is  now  a celebrated  doctress, 
Holding  in  Laurens.  She  practiced  with  eminent  success 
»l*)Ut  four  years  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  six  years 
sgo  returned  to  her  native  county,  and  was  present  at  the 
•t.  kness  and  death  of  two  of  her  sisters.  The  daughter  of 
Mita  C.  married  Henry  Gartsee,  who  died  in  Andersonville. 
She  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  Harvey  Steere,  a merchant  in 
l.iurens.  Mary  M.  married  Alfred  Burnham,  now  resid- 
i in  Sparland,  El.  She  has  been  a school-teacher  for 
over  twenty  years,  and  has  paid  for  two  farms  from  the 

• nxs'eds  of  teaching.  Ebenezer  W.  resides  at  White’s  store, 
Chenango  county.  Stephen  P.  resides  at  Fly  Creek,  on  a 
I art  of  the  original  purchase  of  Joseph  Cheney.  The  fol- 
ding children  are  deceased : Samuel  W.,  Celia  Ann, 

Eliza  M.,  and  Isaac  R.  A nephew  of  Colonel  Cheney,  | 
Edward  C.  Parmelee.  who  married  Anna  Woodbcck,  of  1 
* hioonta,  resides  with  him  at  Fly  Creek,  and  has  two  chil- 
dr>  n. — one  daughter.  Mita  E.,  aud  one  son,  Joseph  F. 

< olonei  Cheney  now  resides  on  ten  acres  of  land  called 
Mte  “southern  valley  view,”  located  on  the  turnpike  be- 
<W‘-cn  Fly  Creek  and  Cooperstown,  affording  a fine  view  of 
valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  in  sight  of  the  spot 

* '“  re  Leatherstocking  s house  stood,  on  the  banks  of  Oaks 

and  in  view  of  the  Adams  burial-ground,  where 

I ° 1 

‘therstocking  was  buried. 


DR.  W.  A.  THAYER. 

* ‘Lb  Thayer,  father  of  the  doctor,  was  horn  in  the  town 
! Hardwick,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  Jan.  28,  1799.  Moved 
1,1  the  State  of  New  York  with  his  family  in  1829,  and 


settled  in  the  town  of  Otsego,  in  the  same  neighborhood  in 
which  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  In  his  early 
residence  in  Otsego  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lead  pipe  for  conveying  water,  and  for  quite  a number  of 
years  he  traveled  in  Otsego  and  adjoining  counties  in  this 
business;  but  after  cheaper  processes  of  manufacture  had 
been  invented,  he  discontinued  the  business,  and  confined 
himself  exclusively  to  farming.  In  an  obituary  notice, 
published  in  the  Cooperstown  Journal , the  following  is  -aid 
of  him : 

He  was  descended  from  a long-lived  ancestry,  and  inheriting  a 
vigorous  constitution,  which  his  temperate  and  industrious  habits 
tended  well  to  preserve,  he  was  enabled  with  very  little  physical  suf- 
fering and  mind  unimpaired  to  reach  a ripe  old  age,  to  which  very 
few  now  attain.  His  was  truly  a busy  life.  Time  to  him  was  too 
precious  to  bo  squandered  in  idleness  and  dissipation.  Ever  ready  to 
extend  a helping  hand  to  those  who  were  needy,  he  had  no  charity 
for  the  idle  and  dissipated.  He  was  very  social  in  his  disposition, 
and  enjoyed  with  much  zest  the  society  of  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
many  of  whom  often  came  to  him  for  advice  and  counsel.  In  his  in- 
tercourse with  his  fellow-men,  and  in  all  his  business  relations,  he  was 
ever  guided  by  the  principles  of  right  and  justice. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Hannah  Stevens,  he  had  two  children, 
viz.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Henry  Clinton.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Otsego,  March  1,  1835,  and  was  drowned 
May  25,  1838.  His  wife  died  March  21,  1SG4,  and  he 
was  again  married  Oct.  14,  I860,  to  H.  Aurelia  Pierce, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sally  Pierce,  a further  notice  of 
whom  will  be  found  in  another  column  of  this  work. 

After  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Thayer  purchased  the  old 
homestead  of  the  Pierce  family,  upon  which  he  made  m-t 
of  the  improvements,  and  where  he  died.  His  death 
occurred  Dec.  4,  1877. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Thayer  was  descended  from  an  old  family, 
several  members  of  which  served  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  with  distinction.  A near  relative,  Hiram 
Thayer,  was  imprisoned  on  board  a British  man-of-war  in 
1803,  and  was  detained  until  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  An  aged  uncle,  William  Thayer,  still  survives  at  the 
green  old  age  of  eighty-five,  who  served  his  country  in  the 
War  of  1S12,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's 
Lane. 

He  was  born  in  Hardwick,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass..  March 
6,  1824.  His  primary  education  was  received  in  the  di— 
trict  school  of  his  neighborhood.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  entered  a preparatory  course  for  college  in  the 
Cooperstown  academy,  where  he  remained  three  years.  In 
1842  he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  Union  col' cue, 
and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1345.  For  one  year 
thereafter  he  was  principal  of  the  Sunbury  academy.  8un- 
bury,  Pa.  At  odd  times  during  his  college  course,  and 
while  teaching,  he  prosecuted  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  King,  of  Cooperstown.  In  the  fall  of  1S4G  he  attended 
the  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  Berkshire  medical  col- 
lege, Pittsfield,  his  second  cour-e  at  Woodstock.  \ r :r  m 
which  he  took  his  medical  diploma  in  1847.  In  the  ;L  I 
the  same  year  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Clayville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
From  thence  he  went  to  Cortland,  Cortland  Co..  N.  \ . 
where  for  seven  years  he  carried  on  the  drug  trade  in  con- 
nection with  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1V.5G  he 
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moved  to  Monmouth.  Warren  Co.,  111.,  continuing  in  the 
drug  trade  uud  practice  of  medicine.  In  1861  he  returned 
to  Otsego,  where  he  remained  on  the  homestead  farm  till 
1867,  relieving  his  father  from  the  burden  of  its  manage- 
ment. Having  purchased  a farm  in  Oakland,  Franklin  Co., 
Iowa,  he  moved  on  to  it,  and  remained  till  1873.  When 
his  father  moved  on  to  the  Pierce  farm,  he  returned  to  the 
homestead,  which  he  has  since  occupied. 

The  doctor  married.  Sept.  10,  1849,  Nancy  A.  Critten- 
den, daughter  of  Ichabod  and  Lydia  Crittenden,  who  were 
natives  of  Cincinnatus.  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.  She  was  born 
July  3,  1826,  in  Willet,  Cortland  Co.  They  have  children 
as  follows:  Alfred  Clinton,  born  May  19,  1S51  ; died  Dec. 
22,  1852.  Franklin  A.,  born  Dec.  20,  1853;  married 
April  10,  1877,  to  Fanny  Popejoy ; living  on  the  farm  in 
Iowa.  Henry  Caleb,  born  Dec.  17,  1856.  George  Crit- 
tenden, born  June  21,  1865.  Charles  Ichabod,  born  Aug. 
1,  1S68;  the  latter  three  living  at  home. 

In  politics  the  doctor  has  been  a life-long  Democrat.  He 
has  retired  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  finding  ample 
employment  of  his  time  in  the  management  of  his  farm. 
A representation  of  his  home,  with  portraits  of  his  father 
and  mother,  self  and  wife,  appear  on  other  pages  of  this 
work. 


JOHN  PIERCE 

was  born  March  15, 1791,  in  Alfred,  Rensselaer  Co.,  N.  Y. 

In  1797  his  father,  Levi  Pierce,  purchased  of  William 
Cooper,  at  §5  per  acre,  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  H. 
A.  Thayer,  of  150  acres,  in  town  of  Otsego,  Otsego  County. 

In  1799  lie  moved  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife, 
two  sons,  and  two  daughters,  and  settled  upon  it.  His 
sons  were  Joseph,  born  May  22,  17S9,  who  died  (Nov. 

1,  1861)  in  Tompkins  county;  John,  subject  of  this 
sketch  ; Sybil,  born  June  27,  1792,  wife  of  William  Law- 
rence, of  Genesee  county;  Watestill,  born  Sept.  29,  1798, 
widow  of  Gideon  H.  Russell,  still  living  near  her  son, 
Gideon  H.  Russell,  in  Otsego.  The  four  were  born  in 
Alfred,  Rensselaer  county.  After  the  family  moved  to 
Otsego  the  following  children  were  born  : Rebecca,  April 
27,  1801,  wife  of  Wilbur  Turner,  died  Nov.  23,  1829; 
Thomas,  born  June  12,  1802,  living  in  Pennsylvania; 
Lois,  Sept.  29,  1804,  wife  of  James  Rankin,  settled  in 
Iowa;  Sophia,  Jan.  29.  1S09,  wife  of  John  Austin,  died 
June  5,  1836;  Levi,  born  March  1,  1812,  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  also  a private  in  Company  II,  121st  Regi- 
ment New  York  Volunteers,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
ftom  both  of  which  he  received  tin  honorable  discharge. 

The  father,  Levi  Pierce,  died  at  the  age  of  eiuhty-eight, 
Sept.  2,  1852.  II’is  wife,  Aug.  3,  1S55.  John  was  the 
“ home  boy,"  and  to  him  was  deeded  the  old  homestead 
farm.  lie  was  married.  March  20,  1816,  to  Sally  Kinney, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  lb.xy  Kinney,  residents  of  Brook- 
field, N.  Y.  She  was  born  Jan.  30,  1795.  They  had  ! 
children  as  follows:  Loroxsy,  born  July  17,  1819,  unmar- 
ried, living  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Thayer;  Iliram  K.,  born 
March  15,  1^20,  married  to  Etneline  Woodard,  and  a 1 
farmer,  living  in  town  of  Otsego ; Sally  Betsey,  born  j 
Dec.  25,  1821,  unmarried,  also  living  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  1 


Thayer;  Phoebe,  born  Jan.  17,  1824,  died  April  10,  [ - • ( 
Sophia,  born  Jan.  30, 1826,  died  April  10, 1829;  Nam  \ t 
born  April  10,  1828,  married  Orville  Beadle,  Feb.  7,  1 - ;7 
living  in  Otsego;  Harriet  Aurelia,  born  Aug.  22,  1-  . 
married  Oct.  14,  1866,  to  Caleb  Thayer,  a further  m •,  , 
of  whom  will  be  found  below  ; Rebecca  M.,  born  Ju'  \ - 
1834,  married  to  Henry  Caseby,  March  20,  1862  : a::  r 
his  death  she  married  Daniel  Roberts,  of  North  Adam-. 
Mass.,  where  she  resides;  Elvira  Sophronia,  born  < >,  t g 
1836,  married  to  Menzo  Bowen,  Feb.  7,  1856,  farmer,  li , . 
ing  in  Otsego;  Alfred  K.,  born  Sept.  8,  1840,  marri.-d. 
and  since  the  recent  death  of  Caleb  Thayer,  living  up  a 
and  working  Mrs.  Thayer's  farm. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  a good  citizen,  an  accommodating  nei_-h- 
bor,  and  a kind  and  affectionate  father.  In  polities  a 1>.  m- 
ocrut.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a member  of  t L 
Baptist  church.  He  died  Aug.  24,  1862.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  nearly  fifteen  years.  Her  death  occurred  June 
6,  1877,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Ann.! 
the  published  notices  of  her  death,  we  quote  the  following  . 
“ Her  excellent  qualities  as  a true  neighbor  and  friend  t . 
all,  won  for  her  the  highest  estimation  of  the  vicinity  in 
which  she  has  so  long  resided.  A characteristic  feature  of 
her  life,  her  patience,  aud  fidelity  to  the  right,  will  make 
her  memory  redolent  for  many  years  to  come.  As  a faith- 
ful wife  and  devoted  mother,  she  served  the  highest  inter- 
ests of  society,  and  now,  with  many  others  of  the  fathers 
and  mothers  of  the  past  sleeping  in  the  silent  house  of 
rest,  she  is  held  in  sacred  remembrance,  and  society  rises 
up  with  her  sons  and  daughters  to  call  her  blessed.” 

Their  daughter,  Harriet  Aurelia,  uow  the  widow  of  the 
late  Caleb  Thayer,  deserves  further  notice  than  the  mere 
mention  of  her  birth  and  marriage.  From  a child  she  was 
possessed  of  a strong  desire  for  an  education,  but  the  lim- 
ited means  of  her  parents,  with  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  a large  family,  together  with  a personal  affliction  of 
stuttering,  which  almost  prevented  utterance,  seemed  to 
present  insurmountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  attaining 
her  cherished  purpose.  By  long-continued  and  persistent 
efforts,  which  would  rival  Demosthenes  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  same  object,  she  succeeded  in  almost  entirely 
overcoming  her  difficulty  of  speech.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  she  had  learned  the  milliner’s  trade,  and  at  odd  times 
had  learned  to  read  and  write,  but  knew  nothing  of  gram- 
mar, arithmetic,  and  geography,  but  had  accumulated  -51  >0 
at  her  trade,  the  whole  of  which  she  expended  in  a term  at 
the  Normal  school  at  Albany;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
she  passed  a successful  examination  for  a teacher,  and  by 
that  means,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  had  earned  S JO'i, 
within  §50  sufficient  for  another  course  at  Albany.  ( p<  n 
the  recommendation  of  a friend  in  Cooperstown,  she  ap- 
plied to  the  late  William  II.  Avercll  for  a loan  of  the  -550. 
“What  security  can  you  give?”  he  asked.  “I  will  get 
my  life  insured  and  assign  you  the  policy.”  She  obtain- d 
the  850  and  returned  it  in  due  time  with  inter. >\  5i 
followed  teaching  for  the  love,  of  it,  having  taught  in  the 
different  districts  of  her  native  town,  Otsego,  nincic,  n 
terms.  Her  example  of  perseverance  under  difficulties 
one  w^‘11  worth  recording.  A representation  of  her  home, 
the  old  home  of  lier  parents,  which  upon  her  marriage  bad 
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..phased  and  improved  by  her  husband,  together 
. portraits  of  lier  father  and  mother,  appear,  at  her 
T <.n  another  page  of  this  work  as  a grateful  tribute 
v>f  memory.  Her  portrait  appropriately  appears  on 
, , jKige  with  her  husband  and  his  former  wife. 


tian,  died  a Christian,  and  doubtless  is  a sharer  in  the  Christian’s 
bli  ssed  record. 

The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
four,  surrounded  with  the  loving  attentions  of  her  children, 
grand  and  great-grandchildren. 


FRANCIS  TAYLOR. 


PLATT  ST.  JOHN. 

T*  !«  gentleman  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  March  2, 

• *..j  the  eldest  child  of  Aaron  and  Mary  St.  John. 
*,~<j  moved  from  Connecticut  in  1807,  and  settled  on  the 

* in  the  town  of  Otsego  which  h;es  since  been  held  in 
family.  He  had  one  brother,  Martin,  who  went  to 
j , jjT — the  last  heard  of  him.  He  had  fotff  sisters, 
“ tis’i,  Cvnthia,  Mchetabel,  and  Maria,  all.  of  whom  were 
,...  fried,  raised  families,  and  are  deceased.  The  father 
t ,1  Jan.  26,  1815,  the  mother  Aug.  31,  1S44.  Upon 
. ....  J.-ath  of  his  father  Platt  received  100  acres  of 
; ? r homestead  farm,  and  afterwards  bought  the  remain- 
100  acres  belonging  to  the  heirs.  He  was  married, 
j. 20,  1812,  to  Rebecca  Russell,  daughter  of  Jethro  and 
j:  Uvea  Russell,  who  were  natives  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
T‘.  \ had  children  as  follows: 

Mary  A.,  born  March  5,  1815,  married,  Feb.  5,  1845, 
t..  Burden  II.  Russell,  who  was  born  in  Rensselaer  Co., 
S Y.,  Sept.  18,  1814.  They  had  two  children  who  died 
ns  infancy.  Mr.  Russell  died  Jan.  30,  1875.  Mrs.  R. 

! been  living  since  his  death  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  St. 
• J hn.  At  her  instance  a representation  of  the  old  houie- 

* < ad.  with  portraits  of  her  father  and  mother,  appear  on 
kn<>(her  page  of  this  work.  Polly,  born  April  4,  1817, 
*.!e  of  Chester  Taylor.  Juliet  E.,  bora  April  15,  1846, 
the  wife  of  S.  Wilson  Cheney;  Arthur  W.,  born  Oct.  28, 
I '71,  and  Maude  May,  born  Feb.  21,  1873,  are  the  chil- 
hvn  of  the  latter.  Lillie  M.,  born  May  8,  1857,  wife  of 
G-i.ruc  A.  Bailey.  Stephen,  bora  June  29,  1S21  ; died 
March  19,  1844.  Juliet,  born  Sept.  25,  1824,  wife  of 
George  Hines;  died  April  9,  1845.  Louisa,  born  Dec.  28, 

* ' 26 ; died  Nov.  20,  1S68.  Of  the  latter  we  tiuote  the 
f lowing  from  an  obituary  notice  by  her  pastor,  the  Rev. 
B-  V.  Talbot: 

sh<?  was  a warm  and  zealous  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  holiness, 
**  I lo  r consistent  walk,  Christian  conversation,  devotion  to  Christ 
‘ I hii  cause,  bore  unmistakable  evidence  that  she  enjoyed  it. 
^ *-<  n death  came  it  found  her  ready.  She  quietly  folded  her  hands, 
Uouing,  “AH  is  light  before  me!”  and  peacefully  fell  asleep  iu 

•Mr.  St.  John  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
' "'Teh  of  Fly  Creek  from  its  organization.  We  cannot 
Her  close  this  record  of  his  life  than  by  quoting  from 
obituary  notice  furnished  the  Northern  Christian 
• iv'icntc  by  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  L.  Pendull : 

,;f  cher  St.  John  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Methodist 
. church  of  Fly  Creek,  and  one  of  its  firmest  friends.  The 

'•  1 •'«  feast  he  enjoyed  w ith  us,  which  was  a few  weeks  previous  to 
*‘  a!h,  he  gave  in  a fervent,  melting  testimony  of  the  effects  of  tho 
' Cod  in  his  soul;  and  we  thought,  while  listening  to  it  with 
that  if  it  was  the  last  testimony  we  should  ever  hear  from 
'•  would  bo  a blessed  legacy  to  leave  to  his  family,  the  church, 
' * f*u‘  world.  It  was  tho  last.  Ere  ho  was  agaiu  permitted  to 
” 1,1  Hie  power  of  Jesus  to  save,  in  a public  capacity,  he  was 
’ saiiiuiued  to  the  paradise  of  (iod.  . . . He  lived  a Chris- 


Thomas  Taylor,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
moved  at  an  early  day  from  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  settled 
with  his  family  in  that  portion  of  the  town  of  Otsego  which 
has  been  known  as  “ Taylortown.”  He  paid  one  thousand 
dollars  for  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  five  hundred  of 
which  was  situated  in  a body  in  the  town  of  Otsego.  He 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows : Erastus, 
Thomas,  and  Chester;  Cynthia,  Lucy,  and  Irena.  His 
children  were  all  married  and  settled  on  different  portions 
of  the  five-hundred-acre  tract.  Thomas  Taylor,  father 
of  Francis,  married  Margaret  McCulloch.  Besides  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  their  children  were  Cynthia,  Nancy, 
Erastus,  and  Mary  Ann.  Cynthia  and  Erastus  are  de- 
ceased. 

Francis  Taylor  was  born  Nov.  15,  1811,  and  has  always 
lived  on  the  place  of  his  birth,  having  inherited  the  farm 
from  his  father.  He  was  married  April  11,  1841,  to  Eliza 
Davidson,  daughter  of  Asa  B.  and  Amelia  Davidson,  for- 
merly residents  of  the  town  of  Otsego.  Mrs.  T.  was  bora 
Nov.  19,  1811. 

Richard  Davidson,  a farmer  living  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, is  a brother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  have  no  children. 
Mr.  Taylor  has  been  a life-long  farmer,  and  everything 
about  bis  home  indicates  thoroughness  and  thrift.  A 
representation  of  it,  together  with  portraits  of  Mr.  and 
31  rs.  Taylor,  appears  on  auother  page  of  this  work. 


CHARLES  CHILDS 

was  bora  in  the  town  of  Exeter,  Otsego  Co.,  April  27, 
1811),  being  the  fifth  child  of  Elisha  and  Nancy  Childs. 
About  the  year  1800  his  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  settled  in  Exeter,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
all  their  children  were  born, — six  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. His  father  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  of  Exeter.  His  mother  was  also  a member. 

Mr.  Childs  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Diantha  Cushman,  daughter  of  David  and  Hettie  Cusli- 
man,  of  Exeter.  Their  marriage  occurred  Oct.  7,  1847. 
No  children  by  this  marriage.  His  wife  died  Aug.  22, 
1859.  His  second  marriage  was  July  3,  1866,  to  Augusta 
Thorpe,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Thorpe.  31  rs. 
Childs  was  born  in  the  town  of  Butternuts,  Otsego  Co., 
Jan.  5,  1841.  They  have  one  child,  Helen  Augusta,  born 
Feb.  14,  1868. 

3Ir.  Childs  was  bred  a farmer.  In  the  year  1833  he 
came  to  Oaksville,  and  served  four  years  as  clerk  in  a store. 
Then  went  to  Vanhornsville,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
assisted  Elias  Braman  in  starting  a cotton-manufactory. 
He  remained  there  three  years.  In  1840  he  returned  to 
Oaksville  and  became  part  owner  in  the  manufacture  ot 
cotton  goods,  iu  calico  printing,  with  Russell  \\  illiams. 
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After  five  years  of  successful  business  he  sold  his  interest 
to  Mr.  Williams  and  went  into  the  commission  business, 
handling  wool,  cotton,  and  produce.  At  the  expiration  of 
several  years,  the  failure  of  Colonel  Williams  threw  the 
mill  back  into  his  hands,  and  he  sold  to  Rufus  Steer.  He 
has  continued  the  commission  business  and  farming  till 
the  present  time.  Mr.  Childs  is  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  held  various  offices  of  public  trust ; was  postmaster  for 
manv  years,  director  in  the  Otsego  County  agricultural 
society,  director  of  the  C.  & S.  railroad  since  its  organi- 
zation, and  railroad  commissioner  for  the  town  of  Otsego 
for  four  or  five  years  past. 


WILLIAM  KENDRICK  WARREN. 

Julius  Warren,  father  of  William  K.  Warren,  the  second 
child  of  Darius  and  Mary  Warren,  was  born  June  28,  178G. 
Darius  Warren  settled  in  the  town  of  Otsego,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Russell  Warren,  in  1787, 
among  its  first  settlers.  Julius  married  Anna  Webster  in 
1787,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Francis  E.  and 
Erastus  W.,  the  latter  a farmer  in  the  town  of  Otsego. 
Ilis  wife  died  Sept.  25,  1821,  and  subsequently  he  married 
Abigail  Cook.  William  K.  is  the  only  child  by  this  mar- 
riage. After  his  marriage  in  1806  he  purchased  and  set- 
tled on  what  is  known  as  the  “ Dora  Allen”  farm,  now 
owned  by  Menzo  Iluke.  In  1816  he  sold  it  and  settled  on 
the  place  still  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  died  Aug.  2,  1866,  having  lived  more 
. than  ten  years  beyond  the  allotted  period  of  life.  Ilis  wife 
survived  him  about  seven  years.  She  died  Jan.  18,  1872, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

William  Kendrick  Warren  was  born  Dec.  15,  1S24. 
He  still  owns  and  occupies  the  home  of  his  birth.  He 
was  married,  Feb.  15,  1840,  to  Ruth  Janette  Miller, 
daughter  of  William  and  Betsey  Miller,  of  Columbia,  Her- 
kimer Co.,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Warren  was  born  Get.  1,  1826. 
Their  only  child  is  Augusta  M.  Warren,  born  Nov.  14, 
1840.  who,  since  the  death  of  her  mother,  which  occurred 
March  19,  1870,  has  kept  house  for  her  father. 

Mr.  W arren  in  politics  is  a Republican.  He  has  been  a I 
member  of  the  First  Baptist  church  since  1842.  His  wife 
was  a member  of  the  same  church  from  the  time  of  her 
marriage  till  her  death.  The  daughter  is  also  a member. 

An  incident  related  by  Mr.  Warren  forcibly  illustrates  the 
wide  contrast  in  the  circumstances  of  the  present  and  early  j 
times.  He  states  that  at  one  time  provisions  had  run  so 
low  in  the  family  that  his  grandfather,  Darius,  walked 
Wjeuty-seven  miles  to  Canajoharie,  where  he  bought  and 
had  ground  a bushel  of  wheat,  and  brought  it  home  on  bis 
back. 


FEXIMORE  C.  WIIIPPLE. 

Thi'  gentleman  was  born  in  the  town  of  Otsego,  Otsetro 
Co.  N.  Y..  Sept.  21,  1844,  the  youngest  child  of  Seth  and 
Eunice  Whipple.  Ilis  father  was  born  Feb.  20,  1793,  in 
Hardwick,  Muss.  About  the  year  1818  he  came  to  Otsego  j 
County,  and  settled  on  a farm  situated  in  that  portion  of 
the  town  of  Otsego  known  as  Metcalf  Hill,  fie  was  mar- 
rid.  Feb.  4,  1821,  to  Eunice  Metcalf,  daughter  of  Tracy  ! 


and  Sally  Metcalf,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  <,f 
the  town.  She  was  born  May  30,  1797.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Chiron  Tracy,  born  Dec.  20,  1821  ; mar- 
ried to  Caroline  Hicks,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Effinger  E.  and  Clarence  F ; lie  died  in  Janesville,  Wi-  , 
Aug.  23,  1849.  Napoleon, -born  Sept.  24,  1823;  still 
living.  Sophia,  born  Nov.  19,  1825;  wife  of  Delos  A. 
Thayer,  a farmer  living  in  Otsego.  Catharine,  born  Feb. 
10,  1828;  living  with  her  brother,  Feni more.  Fenimore 
C.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  Sept.  21,  1834.  The 
father  died  Oct.  6,  1848;  the  mother  Nov.  29,  1875. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  lived  on  the  place 
of  bis  nativity,  and  owns  and  carries  on  the  “ homestead 
farm,  having  purchased  the  interests  of  the  heirs.  Hi'  was 
married,  Feb.  10,  1861,  to  Lydia  E.  Clark,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Armilla  Clark.  Her  father  was  a native  of 
Rhode  Island ; her  mother  of  the  town  of  Laurens,  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  children  as  follows:  Caroline,  Delos,  Sarah.  Pharez, 
and  Diana.  By  his  second,  Lydia  E.  (Mrs.  Whipple), 
Mary  J.,  and  Asenath  O.  The  children  of  the  first  wife 
are  all  settled  in  Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Whipple’s  sisters  are 
both  married  aud  living  in  the  town  of  Hartwick,  Otsego 
County. 

Since  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whipple  have  lived 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  added  to  and  much 
improved  and  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farm-homes  ic  the 
town.  They  have  children  as  follows:  Minnie  J.,  born 
Feb.  21,  1866,  and  Claude  E.,  horn  Oct.  1,  1871,  both 
living  at  home. 

Mr.  Whipple  is  a Republican  in  politics.  On  another 
page  of  this  work  may  be  found  a view  of  the  home,  with 
portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whipple. 


FRANCIS  HECOX. 

Samuel  Hecox,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1815  bought  and  settled 
on  the  farm  in  the  town  of  Otsego  which  has  since  been 
held  in  the  family. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  the  homestead. 
Dec.  30,  1836,  the  eldest  child  of  Nathaniel  and  Margaret 
E.  Hecox.  His  father  was  born  Feb.  9,  1804  ; his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  McFee,  was  horn  July  13,  1810. 
They  had  two  children, — Francis  and  Mary  C.  The  latter 
was  born  Nov.  22,  1845,  and  married  Sherman  Wort,  son 
of  lion.  Azariah  Wort,  of  Sandy  Creek,  Jan.  6,  1872. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Mabel. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  Sept.  4, 
1859,  the  estate  was  left  to  his  wife,  son,  aud  daughter. 
Francis  purchased  his  sister’s  interest,  and  thus  became  the 
owner  of  two-thirds  of  the  property.  He  was  married. 
Oct.  15,  1863,  to  Phebe  A.  Barton,  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Nancy  Barton.  Mrs.  Ileeox  was  born  Aug.  31.  l^io. 
They  have  four  children. — two  sous  and  two  daughter-. — 
viz..  George  B.,  horn  Sept.  6.  1864  ; Eleanor  M.,  horn  Jan. 
3,  1867  ; Hiram,  horn  June  14.  1869;  Gracie,  horn  Jan. 
18,  1876;  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Hecox  has  a farm  of  250  acres,  and  one  of  the  h>  -t 
iu  the  township.  It  is  devoted  principally  to  dairying. 
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, utatieh  Republican,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
^ in  local  politics.  He  has  been  twice  elected  road 
,uso*oi"iicr,  For  terms  of  three  years  each.  A represen- 
a of  his  home  appears  on  auother  page  of  this  work. 


CHAPTER  LX. 

COOPERSTOWN. 

;,i  >3  Occupancy — The  First  White  Man — Cadwallader  Colden — 
r.rt.  tiiiivun  Hawley — Visited  by  Washington  in  17S.'5 — lodge 
u ,i!i»ra  Cooper — The  First  Building — The  Pioneers  and  their 
i . jtioiia — First  Streets — Incidents— Initial  Events — The  Whip- 
. Post — The  Indian  Alarm — Incorporation  of  the  Village  of 

“i.  .rgo" — Changed  to  Cooperstown — Subsequent  Events — Nc- 
tt  )!o«y — Classic  Scenes — The  Leatherstoekiug  Tales — Cooper — 
; h<-  Village  Described  by  N.  P.  Willis,  in  ISIS — Cooperstowu  of 
Jay. 

“0,  a wonderful  stream  is  the  river  Time, 

As  it  runs  through  the  realm  of  tears, 

With  a faultless  rhythm  and  a musical  rhyme, 

And  a boundless  sweep  and  a surge  sublime, 

As  it  blends  with  the  Ocean  of  Years.” 

B.  F.  Taylor. 

One  brief  century  ago  but  a faint  wave  of  civilization 
hid  broken  upon  the  primeval  forest  surrounding  the  pic- 
lun-sque  lake  which  lies  nestled  among  the  hills  of  Otsego. 

< luly  was  heard  the  fierce  howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  savage 
n iKi-ijuuii  of  the  Indian  warrior.  The  circling  smoke 
arose  from  many  an  Indian  wigwam;  the  hunter  bounded 
through  the  forest  after  the  deer  and  moose;  beavers,  otters, 
and  martins  were  in  abundance;  the  salmon  smoked  at  every 
ramp-fire;  the  waters  of  the  lake  were  parted  by  the  birchen 
railin',  and  the  dripping  oar  of  the  Indian  glistened  in  the 
auulight.  Here  was  the  red  man  in  all  his  glory.  This 
wus  a portion  of  the  Indian  Eden,  and,  as  far  as  his  un- 
sophisticated vision  extended,  destined  to  remain. 

1 lie  first  white  man  who  passed  through  this  region  was 
(adwallader  Colden,  surveyor-general,  in  the  year  1737. 
Sixteen  years  afterwards,  in  1753,  Rev.  G ideon  Ilawley  was 
*ent  to  this  locality  as  a missionary  to  the  Indians.  He 
nays,  “We  met  with  difficulty  about  getting  a canoe,  and 
••  nt  an  Indian  into  the  woods  to  get  ready  a bark,  but  he 
m.ide  small  progress.  In  the  afternoon  came  from  Otsego 
l ike,  which  is  the  source  of  the  Susquehanna.” 

1 he  curtain  which  had  been  lifted  for  a brief  period  was 
a.'iin  dropped,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  this  region  until 

I • ' >,  when  General  Washington  visited  it  on  an  exploring 

* xpedition,  us  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  a letter 
wntten  by  him  to  the  Marquis  de  Chastollux.  under  date 

I I Princeton,  Oct.  12,  17S3:  “ I then  traversed  the  coun- 
try to  the  head  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehanna, 
a,,‘l  viewed  the  lake  Otsego.” 

I ooperstown  was  founded  by  5\  illiaui  Cooper,  father  of 
■1-  I'cninutre  Cooper,  who  became  the  owner  of  a tract  of 

• aid  embracing  1(H),0U0  acres,  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the 
r!,,'r  !l,id  the  lake,  both  north  and  south  of  the  village,  in 
'l  ‘\,  17b5.  Mr.  Cooper  acquired  the  title  to  this  land 

Colonel  George  Croghan,  who  had  purchased  it  from 
tl"'  Indians.  In  the  lull  ot  t he  same  year  lie  visited  his 
b'ncliase  with  a party  of  surveyors,  and  in  January,  178G, 


took  possession  of  his  property,  which  has  subsequently 
been  known  as  the  “ Cooper  patent.” 

The  first  building  on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of 
Cooperstown  was  undoubtedly  erected  by  Colonel  Croghan, 
as  a place  where  be  might  hold  negotiations  with  the 
Indians.  This  was  a building  constructed  of  hewed  logs, 
and  during  General  Clinton’s  campaign  against  the  Indians 
was  occupied  by  him  as  headquarters. 

It  is  said  that  between  the  years  17G1  and  1770,  John 
Christopher  Hartwick,  proprietor  of  the  “ Hartwick  pat- 
ent,” and  Colouel  Croghan  each  resided  a short  time  on  the 
site  of  Cooperstown,  but  the  first  permanent  settlement  was 
made  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Cooper,  in  the  winter  of 
178G. 

One  of  the  first  settlers  was  John  Miller,  in  17SG.  A 
widow  Johnson  also  located  here  in  the  same  year,  and 
erected  the  first  frame  building, — a two-story  structure, 
built  for  a tavern.  One  of  the  first  conveyances  of  real 
estate  executed  by  Mr.  Cooper  was  to  Israel  Guile,  a 
pioneer,  who,  with  William  Ellison,  a surveyor,  and  the 
widow  Johnson  mentioned  above,  were  the  only  families 
that  passed  the  winter  of  178G  in  this  frontier  settlement. 

The  spring  of  1787  witnessed  the  arrival  of  many  emi- 
grants ready  to  face  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  Mr. 
Cooper  visited  his  purchase  during  this  year,  and  perfected 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a building 
for  his  own  occupancy  during  the  coming  season.  During 
1787  several  log  dwellings  were  erected,  and  in  1783  Mr. 
Cooper's  dwelling  was  completed  on  Second  street.  This 
was  the  second  regular  dwelling-house  in  the  place.  It  was 
two  stories  in  height,  with  two  wings,  and  was  covered  with 
wide  boards.  It  commanded  a full  view  of  the  lake,  and 
was  considered  a very  pretentious  establishment  for  those 
early  days.  This  building  was  burned  in  1812. 

The  first  streets  iu  the  village  were  surveyed  and  platted, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Cooper,  by  William  Ellison,  in 
17S8.  These  were  nine  in  number,  six  extending  in  a 
parallel  direction  east  and  west,  and  three  crossing  them  at 
right  angles.  The  street  along  the  margin  of  the  lake  was 
designated  as  Front  street,  and  those  running  parallel  were 
numbered  from  Second  to  Sixth  street.  The  street  lying 
next  to  the  river  was  called  Water  street,  and  that  one 
divided  by  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  known  by  two 
names,  Fair  and  Main  street,  while  the  one  on  the  west 
side  of  the  survey  was  called  West  street.  This  survey 
embraced  an  area  of  112  acres. 

In  the  year  17S9,  as  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Cooper's 
house  was  completed,  and  it  seems  that  he  at  once  mani- 
fested a lively  interest  in  the  embryo  village,  as  lie  brought 
in  a stock  of  goods  and  opened  a store.  This  was  the 
pioneer  mercantile  establishment  in  the  place,  and  was  con- 
ducted by  R.  11.  Smith.  The  first  tannery  was  also  erected 
iu  1789,  by  John  Howard.  In  the  year  1790,  Mr.  Cooper 
brought  li is  family  to  the  village  and  became  au  actual 
resident  of  the  town. 

The  following  pleasing  description  of  his  advent  is  from 
the  pen  of  G.  Pomeroy  Iveese,  Esq.,  of  this  village : 

“One  bright  October  afternoon  oiglitv  years  auo.  as  the 
sun  was  drawing  lengthened  shadows  over  the  landscs; 
bathing  iu  rich  autumnal  light  the  hills  which  surround 
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the  limpid  waters  of  Otsego  lake,  came  around  the  base  of 
1 Mount  Vision’  a lumbering  family  coach,  bearing  with 
its  attendant  vehicles  the  founder  of  Cooperstown  and  his 
household  to  their  new  home.  All  the  glorious  beauties  of 
the  changing  foliage  which  have  since  charmed  so  many 
thousands  who  have  visited  this  still  rural  retreat,  were  in 
their  virgin  splendor,  and  as  the  new-comers  looked  upon 
the  scene  and  beheld  in  the  reflection  of  the  lake  below  the 
dark  shades  of  the  evergreens  contrasted  with  the  gold  and 
crimson  hues  of  the  maple  and  the  beech,  they  must  have 
been  sadly  insensible  to  the  chief  attraction  of  their  future 
abode  if  they  failed  to  see  in  it  one  of  the  most  perfect 
combinations  of  hill  and  valley,  lake  and  forest,  which  the 
hand  of  painter  could  portray.  The  party,  numbering  fifteen 
in  all  with  the  family  and  domestics,  was  an  imposing  cav- 
alcade in  this  primitive  region  just  emerging  from  the 
wilderness. 

“ The  pilgrimage  of  which  this  afternoon’s  journey  was 
the  conclusion  bad  taken  two  long  and  steady  weeks  of 
travel ; and  as  the  party  left  their  former  home  in  Bur- 
lington, New  Jersey,  and  severed  all  the  connection  which 
bound  them  to  a residence  in  the  midst  of  the  civilization 
and  refinement  of  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  they 
doubtless  felt  that  they  were  far  more  the  pioneers  in  a new 
and  untried  venture  than  many  an  emigrant  now  feels  when 
be  starts  for  the  most  distant  valleys  of  Montana. 

“ With  the  fading  sunlight  our  travelers  passed  along  the 
western  slope  of  Mount  Vision,  and  as  they  paused  to  take 
a view  of  the  lake,  they  saw  a deer  come  out  of  the  forest 
and  drink  of  its  waters.  Soon  they  crossed  the  Susque- 
hanna at  its  source,  the  outlet  of  Otsego  lake,  and  entered 
the  confines  of  the  village  named  after  its  founder — Coopers- 
town.  The  whole  population  of  the  place — thirty-five  in 
all — were  drawn  up  to  receive  the  ‘ lord  of  the  manor,’ 
who,  from  henceforth,  as  the  first  judge  of  the  county  and 
its  largest  landed  proprietor,  became  the  leading  spirit  in 
all  that  region.” 

Judge  Cooper,  in  addition  to  his  love  of  athletic  sports, 
was  also  fond  of  the  humorous,  as  the  following  incident, 
related  by  J.  Fenimore  Cooper,  clearly  illustrates : 

“ In  the  course  of  the  winter  of  1789-90,  during  one  of 
the  periodical  visits  of  Colonel  Frey,  a large  lumber-sleigh 
was  fitted  out  with  four  horses,  and  the  whole  party  sallied 
upon  the  lake  for  a morning  drive.  An  ex-officer  of  the 
French  army,  a Monsieur  Ebbal,  resided  by  himself  on  the  j 
western  hank  of  the  lake.  Perceiving  the  sleigh-and-four  j 
approaching  his  house,  this  gentleman,  with  the  courtesy  of  | 
his  nation,  went  forth  upon  the  ice  to  greet  the  party,  of  J 
wlu$5C  character  he  was  not  deceived  by  the  style  in  which  j 
it  appeared.  Mr.  Cooper  invited  his  French  friend  to  join  I 
him,  promising  him  plenty  of  game,  with  copious  libations  | 
of  Madeira,  by  way  of  inducement.  Though  a good  table-  | 
companion  in  general,  no  persuasion  could  prevail  on  the 
Frenchman  to  accept  the  offer  that  day,  until,  provoked  by 
his  obstinacy,  the  party  laid  violent  hands  on  him  and 
brought  him  to  the  village  by  force.  Monsieur  Ebbal  took  I 
his  captivity  in  good  part,  and  was  soon  as  buoyant  and  gay  I 
as  any  of  his  companions.  He  habitually  wore  a long- 
skirted  surtout,  which  at  that  time  was  almost  a mark  of  a 
Frenchman,  and  this  surtout  he  pertinaciously  refused  to  I 


lay  aside,  even  when  he  took  bis  seat  at  table.  On  tl,„ 
contrary,  he  kept  it  buttoned  to  the  very  throat — a.*  jt 
might  be  in  defiance.  The  Christmas  jokes,  a plentiful 
board,  and  heavy  potations,  however,  threw  the  guest  t.tf 
his  guard.  Warmed  with  the  wine  and  the  blazing  fire. 
incautiously  unbuttoned,  when  his  delighted  companions 
discovered  that  the  accidents  of  a frontier,  the  establishment 
of  a bachelor  who  kept  no  servant,  and  certain  irregulariti.-* 
in  washing-days  that  were  attendant  on  both  circumstances, 
coupled  with  his  empressement  to  salute  his  friends,  had 
induced  the  gallant  Frenchman  to  come  abroad  without  a 
shirt.  He  was  uncased  on  the  spot,  amid  the  roars  of  the 
convives,  and  incontinently  put  into  linen.” 

“ Cooper  was  so  polite,”  added  the  mirth-loving  Hendrick 
Frey,  when  he  repeated  this  story  for  the  hundredth  time, 
“that  he  supplied  a shirt  with  ruffles  at  the  wristbands, 
which  made  Ebbal  very  happy  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 
But  how  his  hands  did  go  after  he  got  the  ruffles !” 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  county  in  1791,  Coopcrs- 
town  was  designated  as  the  county-seat,  and  Mr.  Cooper  was 
appointed  first  judge.  The  population  at  the  time  was  one 
hundred.  This  year  ushered  in  a progressive  era  in  the 
history  of  the  village.  A court-house,  jail,  and  several 
other  buildings  were  erected.  It  was  during  this  year  also 
that  the  first  regular  tavern  was  erected  in  this  village, 
called  the  Red  Lion,  and  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Pioneer  streets.  This  was  an  inn  of  considerable 
note,  and  was  a favorite  rendezvous  for  the  settlers  generally, 
and  in  front  of  the  old  Red  Lion  occurred  many  of  the 
wrestling  matches  for  which  Cooperstown  in  “ ye  olden 
time”  was  famous,  and  here  it  was  that  the  celebrated  con- 
test took  place  between  Judge  Cooper  and  Timothy  Morse.* 

The  second  tavern  erected  in  the  village  was  called  the 
Blue  Anchor,  Wm.  Cook  proprietor,  and  stood  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  brick  block  of  Hooker  & Co.,  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Pioneer  streets,  and  was 
diagonally  opposite  to  the  Red  Lion.  In  speaking  of  this 
primitive  establishment,  J.  Fenimore  Cooper  says,  “ This 
house  was  in  much  request  for  many  years  among  all  the 
gentecler  portions  of  the  travelers.  Its  host  was  a man  of 
singular  humor,  great  heartiness  of  character,  and  perfect 
integrity.  He  had  been  the  steward  of  an  English  East 
Indiaman,  and  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  village 
for  his  skill  in  mixing  punch  and  flip.  On  holidays  a 
stranger  would  have  been  apt  to  mistake  him  for  one  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  land,  as  he  invariably  appeared  in  a 
drab  coat  of  the  style  of  177ti.  with  buttons  as  large  as 
dollars,  breeches,  striped  stockings,  buckles  that  covered 
half  his  foot,  and  a cocked  hat  large  enough  to  extinguish 
him.  The  landlord  of  the  Blue  Anchor  was  a general 
favorite,  his  laugh  and  his  pious  oaths  having  become  his- 
torical.” Among  the  other  inns  at  that  time,  the  one  that 
claimed  the  most  importance  was  Washington  Hall,  which 
stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  “ Skeleton  Hotel. 

In  those  days,  as  at  present,  there  were 

“ Doubtful  balances  of  rights  nnd  wrongs, 

And  weary  lawyers  with  endless  tongues." 

The  first  Gamaliel  of  the  law  who  raised  his  voice  in 


® See  page  22. 
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Coopcrstown  was  Abraham  Ton  Broeck,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  soon  after,  in  the  same  year, — 1791, — came  Jacob  0. 
Fonda,  of  Schenectady.  These  gentlemen  constituted  the 
“ Cooperstown  bar”  until  about  1793,  when  the  village, 
having  increased  in  importance,  witnessed  the  advent  of 
Joseph  Strang,  Esq.,  of  Orange  county,  and  Moss  Kent, 
a brother  of  the  well-known  Chancellor  James  Kent. 
Those  four  attorneys,  however,  all  left  Cooperstown  within 
the  next  twelve  years. 

The  first  disciple  of  ^-Esculapius  came  to  reside  in  the 
village  in  1791.  Ilis  name  was  Powers.  His  career,  how- 
ever, soon  terminated.  He  was  charged  with  the  heinous 
offense  of  mixing  tartar  emetic  with  the  beverage  of  a ball 
at  the  Red  Lion,  and  was  tried,  found  guilty,  and  placed  in 
the  stocks,  which  event  served  to  sever  his  connection  with 
the  village.  During  the  same  year  came  Dr.  Fuller,  who 
soon  acquired  an  extensive  practice,  and  during  a long 
period  was  the  prominent  physician  of  this  section.  About 
two  years  after  Drs.  Farnsworth  and  Gott  also  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  place. 

The  first  birth  in  the  village  occurred  in  1792,  and  was 
that  of  Nathan  Howard,  a son  of  John  Howard.  The 
first  death  was  that  of  a son  of  Joseph  Griffen,  also  in 
1792.  The  second  death  was  that  of  Jabez  Wright,  a 
cabinet-maker,  who  was  drowued  in  the  outlet ; and  the 
third,  James  Barber,  died  of  smallpox  in  1795. 

The  first  mills  on  the  Susquehanna  were  erected  by  Wm. 
Ellison,  in  1792. 

Through  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  Judge  Cooper  the 
village  steadily  increased  in  business  importance,  and  be- 
tween the  years  1792  and  1797  many  important  interests 
were  established.  James  Averill  erected  a tannery,  and 
Messrs.  Wade,  Stevens,  Rensselaer  Williams,  Richard 
Williams,  Peter  Ten  Broeck,  Norman  Landon,  and  Le 
Quoy  opened  mercantile  establishments.  The  latter  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  at  one  time  was  governor  of  Martinique. 

The  new  settlement  was  not  wholly  without  religious  in- 
struction, as  it  had  been  visited  at  various  times  prior  to 
1795  by  missionaries  ; but  it  was  not  until  this  year  that  a 
regular  minister  became  a resident  of  the  town.  This  was 
Rev.  Mr.  Moscly,  a preacher  of  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
who  removed  at  the  expiration  of  six  months. 

The  inhabitants  manifested  an  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  as  early  as  the  year  1790  a school  was  kept  by 
Joshua  Dewey.  He  was  soon  succeeded  by  Oliver  Cory, 
who  for  many  years  taught,  the  village  school,  originally  in 
the  court-house,  and  later  in  the  first  building  erected  for 
school  purposes,  which  stood  on  the  premises  now  occupied 
by  the  residence  of  Elihu  Phinney. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  on  June  1,  1794, 
with  Joseph  Griffin  as  postmaster,  a law  having  passed 
the  legislature  on  May  8 of  the  same  year,  establishing  a 
post  route  between  Albany  and  Canandaigua,  through 
Cherry  Valley,  to  the  court-house  in  Cooperstown. 

The  mail  only  arrived  once  a week  for  a long  term  of 
years,  and  the  daily  mail  was  not  permanently  established 
until  1821.  As  an  illustration  of  the  condition  of  this  | 
portion  of  the  State  at  that  time  and  of  the  importance  of 
Cooperstown,  the  following  list  of  letters  is  given  which 
were  lying  in  the  office  in  this  village  on  April  10,  1795  : 


“ Samuel  Lane,  on  the  Delaware  river. 

“ Roger  Levitt,  Unadilla. 

“James  F.  Le  Quoy,  Cooperstown. 

“ Alphcus  and  Thaddeus  Loomis,  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

“ John  Matson,  Canajoharie  or  Cooperstown. 

“ David  McFarland,  Otsego. 

“ Arthur  Maxwell,  Tioga. 

“John  McCullock,  H arpersfield.” 

Mulock  <fc  Morgan  established  a brewery  in  1794;  but 
whether  in  consequence  of  the  temperance  proclivities  of 
the  inhabitants,  or  their  desire  for  the  more  “ cheering 
beverage”  manufactured  at  the  distilleries  throughout  the 
land,  the  concern  had  but  a brief  existence. 

The  year  1795  was  an  important  one  in  the  history  of 
the  little  village.  In  that  year  was  established  the  Coopers- 
town academy  and  the  Otsego  Herald  * 

Singular  as  it  may  appear  to  the  “ dwellers  of  to-day,” 
the  whipping-post  was  an  institution  in  Cooperstown  only 
eighty-two  years  ago,  and  woe  to  the  luckless  wight  who 
chanced  to  fall  a victim  to  its  punishment.  It  is  recorded 
that,  on  July  9,  1795,  one  Proteus  was  flogged  at  this 
engine  of  punishment,  for  the  heinous  offense  of  stealing 
some  pieces  of  ribbon.  This  punishment  even  did  not 
satisfy  the  law,  and  the  unfortunate  criminal  was  banished ! 
This  whipping-post  stood  on  the  present  vacant  lot  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Pioneer  streets. 

THE  INDIAN  ALARM. 

The  year  1794  was  rendered  memorable  for  what  was 
known  as  the  Indian  alarm.  The  alarm  proceeded  from 
the  combined  circumstances  that  a report  prevailed  of  a 
considerable  body  of  Indians  having  been  seen  lurking  in 
the  woods  at  no  great  distance,  and  that  a party  who  had 
brought  in  some  counterfeiters  discharged  their  pistols  at 
midnight.  Scouts  had  been  previously  sent  to  ascertain 
the  fact  about  the  Indians,  and  this  discharge  of  pistols  was 
supposed  to  proceed  from  the  scouts,  in  the  wish  to  alarm 
the  village. 

We  give  the  following  glimpse  of  travel  in  the  early 
days,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  journeys  were  made  in 
1795 : “ Judge  Cooper  left  Cooperstown  soon  after  break- 
fast, with  his  wife  and  two  children,  in  an  old-fashioned 
chariot  drawn  by  four  horses.  At  Middlefield  Centre  the 
party  stopped,  baited,  and  dined.  It  reached  Cherry  Valley 
a little  before  sunset,  where  it  passed  the  night.  Left 
Cherry  Valley  next  morning  after  an  early  breakfast  and 
stopped  to  dine  with  Christopher  Yates;  thence  to  the 
house  of  Hendrick  Frey,  at  Canajoharie,  to  supper  and  to 
sleep.  Quitting  Mr.  Frey’s  after  a late  break  first  or  at  ten 
o’clock,  it  reached  an  inn  for  the  night,  about  ten  miles 
from  Schenectady.  The  next  morning,  making  an  early 
start,  it  reached  Gilbert’s,  in  Schenectady,  to  a late  break- 
fast, and  succeeded  in  getting  to  Albany  about  sunset.” 

In  1803  Cooperstown  contained  seventy-five  dwellings, 
thirty-four  barns,  and  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  inhabi- 
tants. The  number  of  stores,  shops,  etc.,  would  probsh'v 
have  raised  the  whole  number  of  buildings,  exclusive  of 
barns,  etc.,  to  about  one  hundred. 


* Sco  page  32. 
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INCORPORATION. 

The  village  rapidly  advanced  in  importance;  and  in  the 
Otsego  Herald,  March  13,  1SUG,  an  article  was  published, 
culling  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  fact  that  the 
village  should  be  chartered.  In  March  of  the  following 
year  the  place  w;is  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
“ Village  of  Otsego.”  The  inhabitants  became  dissatisfied 
with  the  new  name,  and  on  June  12,  1812,  the  former 
name  of  Cooperstown  was  restored;  and  at  the  first  meet- 
ing held  after  its  incorporation,  Aug.  18,  1812,  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  chosen  as  trustees,  viz.,  Robert  Campbell, 
John  RusSell,  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  Peter  Goodsell,  and 
James  Averell,  Jr.  George  Pomeroy  was  chosen  treasurer, 
and  Billa  Williams,  Jr.,  collector. 

In  the  early  days,  when  small  coin  became  scarce,  the 
trustees  of  Cooperstown  were  equal  to  the  emergency,  and 
relieved  the  inconvenience  in  the  following  manner : 

October  2S,  1S14. 

The  trustees  of  tho  village  of  Cooperstown,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  scarcity  of  small  silver  and  copper  coin,  and  deeming  it 
necessary  that  some  substitute  therefor  should  bo  provided  as  change  ; 
therefore, 

Jtetolceil,  That  small  hills  of  the  dcnoiuination  of  one,  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  twelve  and  a half,  and  twenty-five  cents  he  issued  by 
the  trustees,  and  signed  by  the  treasurer,  and  payable  at  his  office. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  village  was  James 
Averell,  who  located,  in  178G,  on  premises  now  owned  by 
M rs.  Jane  R.  Carter,  a granddaughter.  Mr.  Averell  was 
the  pioneer  tanner  in  this  section.  He  sold  leather  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  real  estate  in 
that  city,  which  subsequently  increased  in  value,  rendering 
him  a wealthy  man. 

A prominent  pioneer,  and  one  who  did  much  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  village,  was  Elihu  Phinney,  a native  of 
Connecticut,  who  arrived  in  the  place  Feb.  28,  1795, 
bringing  with  him  the  materials  for  printing  a newspaper, 
and  on  the  3d  of  the  ensuing  April  issued  the  first  number 
of  the  Otsego  Herald  or  Western  Advertiser.  He  pub- 
lished this  paper  until  1S13.  Two  sons,  Ileury  and  Elihu 
Phinney,  conducted  a large  publishing  business  in  this 
village  until  1S49,  when,  their  establishment  being  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  general  business  was  removed  to 
Buffalo.  In  1854,  II.  F.  Phinney  removed  to  New  York, 
and,  with  II.  Ivison,  formed  the  firm  of  Ivison  & Phinney. 
Elihu  Phinney,  Jr.,  resides  in  the  village  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Henry  F.,  deceased. 

An  earl)r  settler  and  self-made  man  was  Lawrence 
McNamee.  He  opened  a store  here  in  about  the  year  1S02, 
and  succeeded  in  amassing  a fortune.  He  died  in  1854, 
aged  eighty-two  years.  A nephew,  Theodore  McNamee, 
who  was  here  while  a boy,  subsequently  became  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Bowen  it  McNamee,  of  New  York.  John 
L.,  a son  of  Lawrence  McNamee,  resides  in  the  village,  and  \ 
has  held  the  office  of  county  clerk. 

A worthy  pioneer  was  John  Frederick  Ernst,  a Lutheran 
clergyman,  and  the  second  regularly  employed  clergyman  in 
the  village,  who  located  in  1799.  His  family  consisted  of  j 
seven  children, — four  daughters  and  three  sons.  One  son, 
John  Frederick  Ernst,  Jr.,  was  a jeweler  and  silversmith,  j 
and  occupied  a building  which  stood'  on  the  present  site  of  j 
the  llallard  Ilou.-e.  lie  was  au  active  business  man,  and  I 


’also  manifested  a deep  interest  in  religious  matters,  and 
was  warden  and  vestryman  of  Christ  church  many  years. 
He  died  in  1830,  and  his  wife  in  1856.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  five  children, — four  sons  and  one  daughter.  John 
Frederick  was  educated  at  Hartwick  seminary  and  New 
Y”ork  Theological  seminary,  entered  the  Episcopal  ministry, 
and  now  resides  in  Buffalo;  Elizabeth  married  Abel  II. 
Clark,  and  died  here;  Henry  B.  continued  the  business  of 
his  father  until  1S37.  He  died  in  New  York.  George 
W.,  the  third  son,  is  a life-long  resident  of  Cooperstown. 
At  the  early  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  the  store  of 
Henry  Scott  as  clerk,  where  he  remained  about  eight  years, 
and  then  began  business  for  himself.  He  remained  in  ac- 
tive business  until  1SG2,  and  has  ever  been  identified  with 
the  progress  of  the  village.  He  has  served  in  various 
official  positions  in  the  village,  town,  and  county,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  trustee  of  village,  supervisor  eight 
years,  loan  commissioner  twelve  years  under  both  political 
organizations,  county  clerk,  etc.  He  was  active  in  raising 
the  quota  of  the  county  during  the  late  Rebellion,  and  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Morgan  chairman  of  the  war  committee 
for  this  senatorial  district.  He  has  been  a Republican 
since  the  organization  of  the  party,  and  has  figured  con- 
spicuously in  the  politics  of  the  county  and  State.  He  has 
been  a vestryman  of  Christ  church  many  years,  and  warden 
for  the  past  four  years. 

Joshua  Starr  was  an  early  settler  who  located  in  1792, 
and  occupied  a house  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  J.  M.  Westlake,  M.D.,  corner  of  Chest- 
nut and  Lake  streets ; and  directly  opposite,  between  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Turner  and  the  Averell  homestead,  he 
owned  and  operated  a pottery.  A daughter  married  Judge 
Brown,  for  many  years  a practicing  attorney  here,  who  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Chicago,  where  his  descendants  now 
reside. 

Dr.  Russell  settled  in  179G.  Two  children,  Catharine 
and  Rensselaer,  died  here.  Another  daughter  became  the 
wife  of  the  late  Judge  Nelson. 

An  honored  resident  of  the  village  was  Henry  Scott. 
He  was  an  active  business  man,  and  during  a long  period 
was  cashier  of  the  Otsego  County  bank.  His  widow  re- 
sides in  the  village.  Judge  Foote  was  also  a prominent 
pioneer,  of  the  firm  of  Foote  & Sabine,  merchants. 

Another  pioneer  who  added  to  the  industry  of  the 
village  was  Joseph  Baldwin,  a cooper,  who  settled  in  1790. 
Two  granddaughters  reside  here,  viz.,  a maiden  lady,  Mary 
L.,  and  Frances,  the  wife  of  Washington  Wilson.  A son, 
Horace  Baldwin,  died  iu  this  village. 

Among  the  prominent  attorneys  who  early  settled  in 
Cooperstown  was  Robert  Campbell,  who  located  in  1S02. 
A daughter,  wife  of  the  late  Levi  C.  Turner,  resides  in  the 
village. 

Ralph  Worthington  was  a hatter,  who  early  chose  Coopers- 
town for  a home.  Of  his  family  of  eight  children  the  fol- 
lowing are  living,  viz.,  Henry,  in  New  York,  and  Mrs. 
Moore,  in  Brooklyn.  John  11.  Worthington,  a son,  was  an 
active  citizen  of  the  village,  and  together  with  his  son. 
John,  many  years  conducted  a successful  banking  business. 
He  died  Jan.  15,  1S7S,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born 
on  Dec.  13,  1S(J4. 
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An  honored  representative  of  “ye  olden  time”  was 
Ellery  Cory,  who  came  to  Coopers  town  in  about  the  year 
1815.  and  located  near  the  present  residence  of  Asel  Jarvis, 
on  Lake  street.  He  first  engaged  in  the  furniture  bus- 
iness, and  subsequently  in  hardware  in  the  old  stone  build- 
ing Dearly  opposite  the  Central  House.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  progress  of  the  village,  and  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  building  the  Cooperstown  and  Susquehanna 
Valley  railroad.  He  died  January  22,  1874.  Three 
children  are  living,  viz. : William  E.  Cory,  Esq.,  a suc- 
cessful hardware  merchant  in  this  village;  Mrs.  L.  C. 
Stowell,  also  in  Cooperstown  ; and  Mrs.  Stebbens,  in  Madi- 
son county. 

Holder  Cory,  brother  of  Ellery,  also  an  honored  pioneer, 
came  soon  after  and  engaged  in  business  with  his  brother, 
which  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  September,  18G3. 
His  widow,  now  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
resides  in  this  village.  Three  children  are  residents  of  the 
village,  viz. : Ellery  P.  Cory,  an  undertaker,  and  the  pres- 
ent town  clerk ; Caroline,  wife  of  Charles  R.  Burch,  a 
jeweler;  and  Frances. 

William  Nichols,  a jeweler,  was  an  early  settler.  He 
was  a promineut  citizen,  and  was  elected  county  clerk.  The 
only  surviving  descendant  in  Cooperstown  is  Mrs.  Asel 
Jarvis.  Stephen  Gregory  was  also  an  early  settler,  and  a 
pioneer  shoemaker.  His  widow  and  a son,  Charles  Z. 
Gregory,  reside  in  the  village,  and  a daughter,  wife  of  John 
Burgis,  is  a resident  of  Jersey  City.  Henry  Beadle  early 
located  in  the  village.  A son,  Elias,  is  a Presbyterian  clergy- 
man iu  Philadelphia ; Tracey,  another  son,  died  a short 
time  since  in  Elmira. 

A worthy  pioneer  from  the  “ Granite  State”  was  Abner 
Graves,  who,  with  his  wife  and  family,  settled  iu  this 
vicinity  in  the  year  1794,  first  locating  across  the  river  in 
Middiefield,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  removed 
to  the  village.  He  subsequently  located  on  a farm  below 
the  village,  where  he  resided  until  old  age  came  creeping  on, 
when  he  returned  and  died  here  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  His  wife  died  six  years  previously,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
only  four  of  whom  are  living.  (See  biography  of  Calvin 
Graves,  at  close  of  Cooperstown  history.) 

A prominent  early  settler  just  outside  of  the  village,  in 
the  town  of  Middiefield,  was  John  M.  Bowers,  one  of  the 
largest  land-holders  in  the  county,  who  came  from  New 
York  city  in  1803.  In  1804  he  erected  the  residence 
known  as  “Lakelands,”  and  in  the  following  year  took 
possession  of  it.  Here  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1S4G.  He  was  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
His  widow,  Margaretta  M.  S.  Bowers,  died  Feb.  G,  1872,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years.  Two  daughters 
and  one  son  are  residents  of  this  village,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Lee, 
Miss  Martha  Bowers,  and  Ilenrv  J.  Bowers,  Esq.  Miss 
Martha  Bowers  occupies  tiic  old  homestead. 

Among  the  prominent  men  who  have  resided  iu  Coopers- 
town were  Col.  W.  L.  Stone,  of  New  York,  author  of  the 
lives  of  Brant,  Red  Jacket,  etc.;  Thurlow  Weed,  the  well- 
known  politician;  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  of  the  New  York 
bar;  Major-General  John  A.  Dix,  and  his  son,  Rev.  Mor- 
gan Dix,  D. I).,  of  Trinity  church,  Now  York  ; lion.  Joseph 


LYWhite — one  of  the  most  effective  stump  orators  of  thirty 
years  ago;  Hon.  Levi  C.  Turner,  afterwards  judge  advo- 
cato  under  Lincoln  ; Professor  George  R.  Perkins,  once 
principal  of  the  State  Normal  school,  Albany;  Rev.  William 
Bradford,  editor  of  the  Eclectic  Magazine,  the  New  York 
Evangelist,  etc.;  Professor  J.  Finley  Smith,  of  Hamilton 
college,  and  Hon.  U.  F.  Doubleday,  who  here  trained  bis 
son,  afterward  General  Doubleday,  of  Fort  Sumter : General 
George  W.  Morell  and  General  John  C.  Starkweather,  of 
the  army,  and  Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  of  the  navy,  were 
also  from  Cooperstown. 

Hon.  Samuel  Nelson,  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  resided  here  from  1825  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  Dec.  13,  1873. 

NECROLOGY. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  old  well-known  residents 
and  active  business  men  of  Cooperstown,  who  have  departed 
this  life  since  the  death  of  J.  Fenimore  Cooper  in  1851  : 

1851.  — Sept.  11,  James  Fenimore  Cooper,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

Oct.  29,  Mrs.  Mary  Fuller,  relict  of  Dr.  Thomas  Fuller,  in  her 
eightieth  year. 

1852.  — Jan.  20,  Mrs.  Susan  Augusta,  relict  of  J.  Fenimore  Cooper, 

in  her  sixtieth  year. 

March  15,  Mrs.  Martha  Wilson,  in  her  ninety-fourth  year. 
Dec.  8,  Moses  Lippitt,  iu  his  fiftieth  year. 

1S53. — Jan.  4,  Wni.  Burke,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

May  28,  Polly  Lamb,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

1854.  — June  10,  Col.  Peter  Meghar,  aged  eighty  years. 

July  10,  Lawrence  McNamee,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Oct.  22,  Mrs.  C.  Dorrance,  relict  of  Dr.  Trumbull  Dorrance, 
aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Oct.  11,  Lyman  Ball,  aged  forty-five  years. 

Oct.  17,  Chandler  Hoot,  in  his  forty-eighth  year. 

Dec.  21,  David  Willard,  aged  forty-two  years. 

1855.  — March  2,  Mrs.  Catharine  Ernst,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

April  4,  Abner  Graves,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

May  4,  James  Stowell,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Aug.  8,  Dr.  James  M.  Peak,  aged  forty-seven  years. 

Aug.  24,  Andrew  M.  Barber,  aged  forty-one  years. 

1850. — May  9,  Elijah  Hyde  Metcalf,  aged  forty  years. 

Aug.  8,  Lewis  R.  Palmer,  aged  forty-one  years. 

Aug.  16,  Melancton  B.  Jarvis,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

Dec.  2,  Miss  Mary  M.  Miller,  in  her  sixty-sixth  year. 

Dee.  3,  Mrs.  Rachael  Campbell,  in  her  seventy-sixth  year. 
1857.— Jan.  16,  Dr.  J.  L.  Fox,  in  his  forty-seveuth  year. 

April  28,  Mrs.  Abigail  Smith,  mother  of  Dr.  Thos.  Smith,  a^cd 
seventy  years. 

Oct.  20,  Mrs.  Hannah  Coffin,  relict  of  J.  P.  Coffin,  aged  sixty- 
six  years. 

1558.  — Feb.  13,  Cutler  Field,  aged  forty-nine  years. 

May  27,  Levi  II.  Pierce,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

July  19,  Mrs.  Marcia  S.  Willard,  relict  of  David  Willard,  aged 
forty-two  years. 

Sept.  27,  Theodore  Kcese,  in  his  fifty-eighth  year. 

Oct.  17,  Catharine  Metcalf,  relict  of  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  aged 
seventy-five  years. 

1559. -  March  29,  Mrs.  Fanny  Waterman,  wife  of  Simeon  Waterman 

aged  eighty-six  years. 

Nov.  25,  Miss  Sabrina  Wood,  in  her  sixty-sixth  year. 

1560.  — Jan.  28,  Alfred  Carr,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

Nov.  1,  Isaac  Tucker,  in  his  fifty-tilth  year. 

1861. — Feb.  18,  John  Brewer,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year. 

Feb.  21,  Silas  Hoot,  iu  his  eighty-fourth  year. 

March  20,  Miss  Lucy  Wood,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

April  11,  Hosva  F.  Antisdcl,  in  his  forty-eighth  year. 

May  17,  Mrs.  Sally  Hoot,  relict  of  Silas  Hoot,  in  her  seventv- 
cighth  year. 

June  25,  Thomas  McIntosh,  aged  seventy  years. 

June  26,  Col.  John  II.  Prentiss,  iu  his  seventy  -eighth  Year. 
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.Aug.  18,  Mrs.  Eppa  Graves,  wile  of  Abner  Graves,  in  her 
sixty-first  year. 

Nov.  19,  F.  M.  Burnett,  aged  forty  years. 

Deo.  24,  George  Pomeroy,  in  his  eighty-third  year. 

1862.  — Jan.  25,  Luther  Blodgett,  in  bis  seventy-ninth  year. 

April  7,  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

May  7,  Mrs.  Maria  Paul,  in  her  seventy-fourth  year. 

May  18,  Ann  Pomeroy,  wife  of  Judge  Crippen,  in  her  fifty- 
first  year. 

July  22,  Horace  Lnthrop,  in  bis  seventy-sixth  year. 

Sept.  3,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Beebe,  aged  fifty-eight  yenrs. 

Sept.  24,  Mrs.  Lucy  Sumner  Crafts,  aged  ninety-six  years. 
Nov.  25,  Tommy  Bronk,  aged  about  ninety-five  years. 

Dec.  16,  Kiehard  Cooper,  aged  fifty-four  years. 

1863.  — Jan.  13,  Jerome  B.  Wood,  aged  forty-two  years. 

Jan.  26,  Elibu  Phinney,  in  bis  seventy-eighth  year. 

Feb.  27,  Hannah  Cooper  Wessells,  in  her  forty-eighth  year. 
March  23,  Alvan  Potter,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Sept.  8,  Mrs.  Polly  M.  lliuinan,  aged  sixty -one  years. 

Sept.  23,  Holder  Cory,  in  his  sixty-third  year. 

Oct.  30,  Edward  B.  Crandall,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 

Deo.  7,  Ashbel  Graves,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 

1864.  — April  2,  Harvey  Marvin,  aged  forty-three  years. 

April  29,  James  Cockett,  aged  forty-three  years. 

Sept.  19,  Simeon  Waterman,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

Sept.  19,  Samuel  M.  Ingalls,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

1865.  — Juno  12,  Loomis  Brown,  in  his  fiftieth  year. 

Nov.  14,  Irvine  M.  Persons,  aged  thirty-six  years. 

Nov.  24,  Mrs.  Gcorgiana  Keese,  in  her  fifty-ninth  year. 

1866.  — Jan.  3,  Win.  G.  S.  Hall,  in  his  forty-third  year. 

Jan.  17,  Mrs.  Mary  Crandall,  aged  seventy  years. 

March  6,  Seth  Doubleday,  in  his  seventy-second  year. 

March  31,  David  Ball,  aged  sixty-one  years. 

May  11,  Mrs.  Marcia  McNamee,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

May  26,  George  L.  Bowne,  in  his  forty-ninth  year. 

July  3,  Johu  S.  Olive,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

Aug.  17,  Mrs.  Maria  M.  Fitch,  aged  sixty-three  years. 

Sept.  22,  William  Wilson,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Nov.  7,  Mrs.  Annis  Burke,  aged  ninety  years. 

Dec.  7,  Lyman  J.  Walworth,  in  his  sixty-fifth  year. 

1S67. — Feb.  28,  John  Brimmer,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

March  13,  Levi  C.  Turner,  aged  sixty-one  years. 

March  27,  Rev.  Geo.  Kerr,  aged  fifty-five  years. 

April  21,  Stephen  Gregory,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

May  14,  Mrs.  Candace  B.  Angell,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

June  3,  Chaunccy  N.  Chapman,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

Sept.  16,  Mrs.  Zilpha  Babcock,  aged  ninety  years. 

Nov.  6,  Win.  K.  Bingham,  aged  forty-nine  years. 

Nov.  15,  Ariel  Thayer,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

Nov.  16,  B.  S.  Howe,  nged  sixty-three  years. 

1863. — Feb.  20,  Hiram  S.  Babcock,  aged  fifty-seven  years. 

March  3,  Mrs.  Mary  Schrom,  in  her  eightieth  year. 

April  13,  Stephen  L.  Williams,  aged  fifty-three  years. 

July  7,  Mrs.  Sally  Greene,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Sept.  3,  Wm,  Nichols,  in  his  eighty-second  year. 

Sept.  7,  Alfred  Robinson,  in  his  fifty-third  year. 

Sept.  24,  Isaac  S.  Parker,  in  his  seventy  eighth  year. 

Oct.  6,  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wellman,  in  her  seventy-first  year. 

1869.  — Jan.  20,  Henry  I’.  Metcalf,  nged  sixtv-two  years. 

Feb.  3,  Mary  Ann  Bodcn,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

March  10,  Abel  S.  Babcock,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

Mureh  13,  Mrs.  Adin  Adams,  nged  sixty-seven  years. 

March  17,  Wm.  Cooper,  nged  sixty-four  years. 

April  21,  Mrs.  Maria  McGown,  nged  seventy-three  years. 
May  2,  Marius  II.  Angell,  aged  thirty-eight  years. 

May  31,  Mrs.  Mary  Potter,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

June  26,  David  II.  Boggs,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 

Sept.  23,  Herman  Kitinc,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Sept.  25,  James  Cox,  aged  ninety-two  years. 

Nov.  6,  Mrs.  Candus  llews,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

Dec.  8,  Calvin  II.  Davis,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

1870.  — Jan.  15,  Mrs.  Peter  Bice,  aged  seventy-live  years. 

Feb.  5,  Abijah  Barnutn,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

March  21,  Levi  Wood,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

April  7,  Mrs.  Ann  Pomeroy,  in  her  eighty -seventh  year. 


April  11.  Mrs.  Lovina  Sturges,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
June  14,  Miss  Mary  Fowler,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

June  16,  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Morehouse,  in  her  seventy-second  year. 
June  24,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Doubleday,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
July  25,  Mrs.  Esther  Lippitt,  in  her  sixty-sixth  year. 

Aug.  27,  Thomas  Bourne,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. 

Oct.  14,  James  McGown,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Dec.  2,  Chas.  Thurston,  in  his  ninety-first  year. 

Dec.  14,  Rev.  Chas.  S.  Stewart,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

1871.  — Jan.  11,  Mrs.  Margaret  Thurston,  aged  eighty-four  years. 

March  23,  Harvey  Hollister,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

April  4,  Joshua  II.  Story,  in  his  fifty-third  year. 

Oct.  7,  Thomas  Clarke,  in  his  sixty-third  year. 

Nov.  23,  Wm.  A.  Comstock,  aged  sixty-two  years. 

Dec.  5,  Mrs.  Margaret  McIntosh,  aged  seventy-five  years. 

1872.  — Jan.  12,  James  Bloomfield,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. 

Jan.  17,  Mrs.  Eunice  Faucher,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

Jan.  23,  John  Collar,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Jan.  23,  John  Eggleston,  in  his  sixty-first  year. 

Feb.  6,  Mrs.  Margaretta  M.  S.  Bowers,  in  her  ninety-fourth 
year. 

Feb.  6,  Mrs.  Deborah  Carr,  in  her  sixty-first  year. 

March  1,  Schuyler  Crippen,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

March  14,  Lewis  Hiuman,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 

June  29,  J.  Russell  Potter,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Aug.  1,  Daniel  Lamb,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 

Sept.  5,  Patrick  Hewes,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Dec.  3,  Samuel  M.  Childs,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Dec.  15,  Mrs.  Polly  Niles,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

Dec.  23,  John  C.  Easton,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 

Dec.  30,  Thomas  Wilson,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

1873. — Jan.  11,  R ev.  John  Wallace,  aged  seventy  years. 

April  2,  Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Saxton,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

April  16,  Daniel  W.  Chapman,  aged  fifty-five  years. 

Aug.  17,  William  II.  Averell,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

Oct.  16,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Cooper,  in  her  ninetieth  year. 

Oct.  21,  Edward  Edwards,  aged  fifty-six  years. 

Dec.  13,  Samuel  Nelson,  aged  eightv-one  years. 

Dec.  19,  Henry  Scott,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

1874.  — .Jan.  6,  Emma  Fuller,  aged  seventy-nine  years  three  months. 

Jan.  22,  Ellery  Cory,  aged  eighty  years  nine  months. 

Feb.  9,  Wm.  11.  Ruggles,  aged  fifty-three  years  four  months. 
March  26,  Seth  T.  Winslow,  aged  sixty-three  years. 

April  22,  Sally  Doubleday,  in  her  eighty-second  year. 

June  27,  Caroline  Jordan  Clark,  in  her  fifty-ninth  year. 

Nov.  2,  Mrs.  James  Prentiss,  aged  forty  years. 

1875.  — Jan.  5,  Daniel  Peck,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 

Jan.  12,  Mrs.  Elmira  Dewey,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

Feb.  15,  Noah  W.  Ripley,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 

Feb.  18,  Mrs.  Esther  S.  Lewis,  in  her  eighty-second  year. 
Feb.  23,  Mrs.  Catharine  H.  Nichols,  aged  eighty-six  years. 
March  18,  Henry  Gould,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

March  24,  Mrs.  Hannah  Ray,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

April  9,  Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Nelson,  aged  seventy  years. 

April  17,  Alfred  Brockway,  aged  ninety -two  years. 

May  16,  Simon  Van  Sice,  aged  eigthy-one  years  eleven  months. 
May  16,  S.  Williams  Nelson,  aged  forty  years. 

May  30,  Mrs.  Abner  Graves,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

Aug.  12,  Robert  Davis,  aged  sixty -eight  years  eleven  months. 
Sept.  2,  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  aged  seventy  years. 

Sept.  27,  Jedediah  1‘.  Sill,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. 

Oct.  28,  Henry  Fred'k  Phinney,  in  his  fifty-ninth  year. 

Dec.  24,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rogers,  aged  eighty-oue  years. 

1876.  — Jan.  22,  Mrs.  Mary  Morris  Foote,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

Feb.  9,  Mrs.  Electa  Pierce,  in  her  eighty-sixth  year. 

April  12,  Kent  Jarvis,  in  his  thirtieth  year. 

May  21,  Mrs.  Mary  Peek,  in  her  seventy-fourth  year. 

1877.  — Jan.  7.  Lucy  E.  McLean,  in  her  twenty-first  year. 

Feb.  3,  Julia  I..  Niles,  aged  forty  nine  years. 

Feb.  3,  Simeon  W.  Niles,  nged  seventy-nine  yenrs. 

March  8,  Edwin  S.  Collin,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

March  25,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Sharrock,  aged  fifty-six  years. 
March  — , Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Pumpclly. 

April  17,  Mrs.  Julia  Moakor,  aged  fifty-five  years. 

April  21,  Runsom  Spafard,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year. 
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*1  nl  21,  Junes  McNally,  Jr.,  aged  forty-five  years. 

\|  ril  21,  David  Snyder,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

,tj.ril  2d,  Owen  Kinney,  aged  fifty-five  years. 

X»y  6,  Jacob  Van  Nort,  aged  forty-eigbt  years. 

UmJ  25,  Hannah  MeCoy,  aged  seventy-three  years. 

June  1,  Mrs.  Naomi  Lakin,  aged  fifty  years.  » 

June  7,  Oeorgo  Dunavan,  aged  twenty-nine  years. 

June  12,  (ieorge  Jarvis,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

June  15,  Mrs.  Mary  Converse,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 

June  28,  Kdwin  (irube,  aged  fourteen  months. 

June  .10,  Kufus  D.  Wills,  aged  fifty-five  years. 

Julr  4,  Albert  S.  Harper,  aged  six  months. 

Aug.  8,  Herbert  D.  Harper,  aged  seven  months. 

Aug.  IS,  Mrs.  Harriet  J.  C.  Dewitt,  aged  forty-eight  years. 

Sept.  1,  Wilhemina  Dennisson,  aged  twenty-three  years. 

Sept.  10,  Mrs.  Libbie  Newell,  in  her  twenty-fifth  year. 

Sept.  II,  Mrs.  Manila  Peck,  aged  eighty-two  years. 

(tot.  2,  Jeremiah  C.  Adams,  aged  fifty-four  years. 

Oct.  20,  Alma  Miranda  Crafts. 

Nor.  23,  Alice  Simmons,  aged  twenty-three  years. 

Nov.  29,  (Ieorge  Story,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

Dec.  29,  Mrs.  Abby  Card,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

J*7«. — Jan.  15,  John  It.  Worthington,  aged  seventy-three  years. 

Writing  from  Cooperstown,  a correspondent  says,  “ I 
o.nfess  to  a weakness  for  visiting  the  houses  and  haunts  of 
fc.-n  of  genius.  Nothing  in  the  world  drew  me  here  but 
tin?  fact  that  it  was  the  place  where  Cooper,  the  great 
novelist,  lived,  died,  and  was  buried.  I wished  to  see  the 
wvnes  so  graphically  described  in  the  ‘ Pioneer,’  and  other 
R-athcrstocking  tales,  and  to  visit  the  spot  where  the  great 
master  drew  so  much  of  inspiration. 

“ I had  heard  much  about  the  loveliness  of  the  place, 
and  for  once  fame  has  not  overshot  the  mark.  The  situa- 
aiion  Is  most  picturesque.  Cooperstown  is  embowered  in 
the  sweetest  of  little  valleys,  amid  mountain  views,  at  the 
•"litre  of  the  Susquehanna  river.  It  has  a rich  valley  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  Otsego  lake  on  the  other.  This  lake 
» not  unworthy  of  the  appellation  bestowed  upon  it  by 
Cooper,  of  ‘ Glimmerglass,’  for  the  wonderful  transparency 
of  its  waters.  On  its  eastern  shores  extend  a range  of 
tnountaius  from  five  to  six  hundred  feet  high,  densely 
*'x>ded.  On  the  western  shore  the  hills  are  less  high,  less 
nigged,  but  hardly  less  picturesque.” 

CLASSIC  SCENES — THE  LEATHERSTOCKING  TALES. 

The  shores  of  Otsego  lake  are  classic.  Every  cove  and 
r’"'ky  glen  is  hallowed  by  tender  memories.  Here  are 
heated  some  of  the  most  thrilling  scenes  in  the  “ Leathcr- 
•tn-king”  tales.  Here  glorious  “ Natty  Bumppo,”  first 
3"  the  youthful  “ Deerslayer,’'  afterwards  as  the  aged 
Uatherstocking,”  loved  the  dark-eyed  Judith  Haller,  and 
r>-.-  u,xl  from  the  panther’s  claws  the  fair  form  of  “ Eliza- 
U tli  Temple.”  Here  the  curious  traveler  may  explore  the 
'>■  pths  of  “ Leatherstocking’s  Cave,”  visit  the  scenes  of  the 
f'-ht  with  the  panther,  and  the  site  of  Muskrat  Castle.  So 
tnir  was  Cooper  to  life,  so  faithful  to  nature  are  his  pictures, 
’li.il  every  curve  and  indentation  of  the  shore  and  every 
"wtvp  ,,f  the  hills  is  familiar  to  the  reader  of  the  Pioneer” 
*"'•  " Deerslayer.”  It  requires  no  great  stretch  of  fancy 
**'  pi'ple  the  scenes  with  wraiths  of  old  “ Haller,”  “ Harry 
Mu'.xy, ' the  gentle  “Hetty,”  “ Wah-ta-wah”  (the  Indian 
lideu ),  “Natty,”  and  the  rest  of  the  deathless  concourse, 
tit js  called  tlio  “ Haunted  Lake.  ’ 

Judge  Cooper,  father  of  the  novelist,  was  a petty  landed 


baron  in  his  time,  and  exercised  a mild  species  of  lorddom 
over  the  inhabitants  of  the  village.  He  was  a man  of 
courtly  manners,  lived  in  what  in  those  days  was  considered 
a stately  mansion,  and  entertained  distinguished  company, 
numbering  among  his  guests  a no  less  illustrious  personage 
than  Prince  Talleyrand. 

H is  distinguished  son  kept  up  something  of  the  fatuity 
state,  but,  living  much  abroad,  affairs  fell  into  neglect. 
Cooper  and  Professor  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the  magnetic 
telegraph,  were  intimate  friends.  They  knew  each  other  as 
young  men,  when  Cooper  was  a literary  fledgling  and  Morse 
an  obscure  artist  at  Cooperstown  ; they  knew  each  other  in 
Europe,  when  each  had  become  famous.  After  his  death* 
the  family  was  broken  up,  and  the  Cooper  mansion,  after 
various  vicissitudes,  was  finally  burned.  The  obliteration 
of  such  an  historical  landmark  is  now  regarded  as  a public 
loss. 

Five  children  of  the  novelist  are  living,  viz.,  Paul,  an 
attorney  in  Albany;  Caroline  F.,  widow  of  the  late  II.  F. 
Phinney,  of  Cooperstown  ; Frances  M.,  widow  of  Richard 
Cooper;  and  Misses  Charlotte  F.  and  Susan  F.,  residents 
of  this  village.  Miss  Susan  F.  Cooper  is  somewhat  cele- 
brated as  an  authoress. 

cooper’s  GRAVE  AND  MONUMENT. 

“Cooper  sleeps  in  the  church-yard  beside  his  kindred, 
an  unpretending  slab  marking  the  site  of  his  grave.  II  is 
monument  is  at  Lakewood  Cemetery,  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  lake,  just  beyond  the  site  of  the  panther  scene  in  the 
‘Pioneer.’  It  is  of  Italian  marble,  twenty-five  feet  high, 
with  a figure  of  Leatherstocking  on  the  summit.  Natty  is 
represented  as  loading  his  rifle  and  gazing  off  on  the  lake 
spread  out  beneath  him,  while  his  dog  by  his  side  watches 
his  master  with  eager  interest. 

“ The  die  is  carved  with  symbols  in  alto-relievo : on  one 
side  is  the  name  of ‘Fenimure  Cooper,'  surrounded  by  palm 
and  oak  branches ; on  the  opposite  is  the  student's  lamp 
and  inkstand,  with  the  pen  borne  aloft  by  an  eagle.  On 
the  north  side  are  the  naval  emblems  (Cooper  served  in  the 
navy  some  time),  and  on  the  south  the  Indian  devices — 
bow  and  quiver  of  arrows,  scalp-locks  on  a lance,  tomahawk, 
and  necklace  of  beavers’  claws.” 

The  following  picture  of  the  lake  and  surrounding  hills 
is  from  the  “ Deerslayer:”  “ On  a level  with  the  point  lay 
a broad  sheet  of  water,  so  placid  and  limpid  that  it  resem- 
bled a bed  of  the  pure  mountain  atmosphere  compressed 
into  a setting  of  hills  and  woods.  At  its  northern  or  nearest 
end  it  was  bounded  by  an  isolated  mountain,  lower  land 
falling  off  east  and  west,  gracefully  relieving  the  sweep  of 
the  outline;  still,  the  character  of  the  country  was  mount- 
ainous, high  hills  or  low  mountains  rising  abruptly  from 
the  water  on  quite  nine-tenths  of  its  circuit.  But  the  most 
striking  peculiarity  of  the  scene  were  its  solemn  solitude 
and  sweet  repose.  On  all  sides,  wherever  the  eye  turned, 
nothing  met  it  hut  the  mirror-like  surface  of  the  lake,  the 
placid  river  of  heaven,  and  the  dense  settiug  of  woods.  So 
rich  and  fleecy  were  the  outlines  of  the  forest  that  the 
whole  visible  earth,  from  the  rounded  mountain-top  to  the 


* J.  Fcuiuiore  Cooper  died  Sept.  1 1,  1851,  agel  sixty-two  year-. 
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water’s  edge,  presented  an  unvaried  line  of  unbroken  ver- 
dure.” 

The  points  viewed  by  “ Leatherstocking”  still  remain, — 
the  same  nooks,  cascades,  hills,  and  the  beautiful  lake,  are 
all  here,  as  they  were  in  the  long  ago. 

Cooperstown  in  1848  Is  thus  described  by  Nathaniel 
Parker  Willis:  “It  looks  like  a town  where  everybody 
‘ gets  along,’  where  there  are  six  or  seven  rather  rich  people, 
and  no  such  thing  as  a pauper.  The  principal  tavern  looks 
a good  deal  fingered  and  leaned  against;  the  ‘ hardware- 
stores’  are  prosperously  well  built ; the  boys  playing  in  the 
street  draw  grown-up  audiences,  whose  pleased  attention  to 
the  varlets  shows  that  there  is  nothing  better  going  on  ; 
and  in  the  windows  of  the  houses  on  the  side  streets  sit 
young  ladies  without  a sign  of  a shirt-collar  in  their  com- 
pany, and  this  last  bespeaks  a town  of  exhausted  uncertain- 
ties: everybody’s  exact  business  ascertained,  and  no  object 
in  visiting  except  with  definite  errand  or  invitation.  By 
glimpses  that  I caught,  over  rose-trees  and  picket-fences, 
I should  say  there  was  many  a charming  girl  wasting  her 
twilights  iu  Cooperstown,  while  I saw  no  sign  of  the  gen- 
der to  match, — nothing  masculine  stirring  except  very  little 
boys  and  very  manifest  ‘ heads  of  families.’  ” 

This  state  of  affairs  has  been  materially  changed.  Since 
Willis  rumbled  in  in  the  old  stage-coach  a railway  has  been 
built,  connecting  with  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  rail- 
road on  the  south,  and  the  steamers  “Natty  Bumppo”  and 
“ Pioneer”  ply  on  the  lake,  connecting  with  the  I).  L.  and 
D.  W.  on  the  north,  thus  rendering  Cooperstown  easy  of 
access.  In  the  summer  it  presents  a lively  appearance,  as 
it  is  much  sought  by  the  denizens  of  the  cities,  who  delight 
to  leave  the  “ madding  crowd”  and  wander  here  in  the  cool 
shade  along  the  classic  shores  of  the  “ Glimmerglass,” 
rendered  famous  by  the  pen  of  America’s  gifted  son,  J. 
Fenimore  Cooper. 

The  village  is  pleasantly  located  at  the  foot  of  the 
“ Haunted  Lake,”  and  has  a population  of  about  2500  in- 
habitants. It  contains  six  churches, — Episcopal,  Presby- 
terian, Methodist,  Baptist,  Universalist,  and  Catholic, — two 
banks,  two  newspapers, — the  Freeman's  Journal  and  Otsego 
Republican , — a flourishing  school,  seven  hotels,  and  various 
mercantile  establishments,  all  of  which  seem  to  indicate  an 
unusual  degree  of  prosperity. 


CHAPTER  L X I. 

COOFERSTOWN-Continued. 

The  Coopcrstnwn  Academy — Female  School — Academy  and  Hoard- 
ing-School— Female  Academy — High  School — Classical  and  Jlili- 
;‘tary  Academy — The  Otsego  Academy — Select  School — Bangs’ 
Classical  School— Cooperstown  Seminary — Union  School — First 
National  Bank — Second  National  Bank — Trustees  and  Clerks  of 
Village  from  1S12  to  1879 — Lakewood  Cemetery — Fire  Depart- 
ment— Business  Interests. 

TUB  COOrFRSTCUYN  ACADEMY. 

This  was  the  first  educational  institution,  after  the  dis- 
trict school  taught  by  Mr.  Cory,  founded  iu  the  village. 
An  interest  was  manifested  among  the  citizens  generally, 
as  shown  by  the  following  names  which  appeared  on  the 


original  subscription  paper:  Win.  Cooper,  Wm..  Abbott, 
Huntington  and  Ingalls,  Elisha  Fullman,  Joints  Perry, 
Lemuel  Jewell,  Thomas  Fuller,  Samuel  Tubbs,  Uriah  Luce, 
Joseph  Holt,  John  Miller,  James  White,  James  Gardner, 
Nathan  Davison,  James  Averill,  Francis  Henry,  Jahez 
Hubbell,  Norman  Landon,  Timothy  Sabin,  Barnet  Whip- 
ple, Bill  Jarvis,  Moses  Kent,  Peter  Lambert,  Nathaniel 
Galt,  Wm.  Ellison,  Stephen  Ingals,  Abner  Dunham,  E. 
Phinney,  Joseph  Griffen,  John  Howard,  Wm.  Cook,  Ben- 
jamin Griffin,  Jacob  Morris,  Benjamin  Gilbert,  Joseph  N. 
Jones,  Griffin  Crafts,  Lewis  De  Villcrs,  Robert  Riddle, 
Aaron  Noble,  Matthew  Bennett,  Isaac  Stacy,  Levi  Went- 
worth. The  building  was  raised  in  September,  1795. 
Nothing  but  the  common  English  branches  were  taught, 
all  attempts  at  a classical  education  failing. 

Among  the  other  schools  that  were  founded  at  various 
times,  and  are  now  obsolete,  were  as  follows:  Female 
school,  established  in  180S  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews. 
Academy  and  boarding-school,  established  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Molther  in  1819.  A female  academy  was  in  operation  in 
1822.  A high  school  was  kept,  in  1828,  by  Mrs.  Gilberts. 
“ Cooperstown  Classical  and  Military  Academy,”  established 
by  W.  H.  Duff  in  about  the  year  1839.  The  Otsego  acad- 
emy was  opened  in  1841.  Miss  M.  A.  Spafard  successfully 
conducted  a select  school  for  a number  of  years.  A classical 
school  was  taught,  in  1852,  by  E.  L.  Bangs. 

THE  COOPERSTOtVN  SEMINARY. 

On  the  20th  day  of  December,  1853,  a meeting  was  held 
iu  this  village  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  feasibility 
of  establishing  a seminary.  Several  meetings  followed, 
and  it  was  finally  resolved  that  a committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  erection  of  the  building  by  issuing  shares  of  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  the  holders  becoming  a joint  stock  company. 
In  1854  much  interest  had  already  been  manifested  by  the 
people  of  Cooperstown  in  the  new  enterprise,  and  they 
subscribed  $20,000.  In  the  same  year  the  Methodists  iu 
the  vicinity  also  pledged  $15,000. 

At  a meeting  of  the  stockholders  twentyT-one  trustees 
were  appointed,  who  elected  Elihu  Phinney  president. 
The  erection  of  the  building  was  begun  in  June,  1854, 
and  within  four  months  from  that  time  the  entire  structure 
was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy.  The  building 
contained  one  hundred  and  sixty  rooms  and  the  plastering 
covered  two  and  one-half  acres  in  area. 

The  seminary  was  opened  Nov.  15,  1S54,  with  Rev. 
J.  L.  G.  McKown  as  principal,  assisted  by  a corps  of  six- 
teen professors  and  teachers.  The  institution  was  formally 
dedicated  Nov.  17,  1S54,  by  Rev.  S.  II.  Batten.  Addresses 
were  delivered  by  Bishop  Simpson,  F.  A.  Lee,  and  Prof. 
McKown,  and  the  benediction  was  delivered  by  Rev.  M.  C. 
Manning.  It  was  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Metho- 
dist denomination,  who  chose  its  principal  and  a majority 
of  the  trustees.  During  the  first  year  it  was  highly  pros- 
perous, numbering  on  its  rolls  410  students. 

In  July,  1855.  Prof.  McKown  severed  his  connection 
j with  the  seminary,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  following 
August  by  Rev.  P.  D.  Hammond.  Iu  June,  1S56,  the 
building  was  leased  for  a period  of  five  years  to  Hammond 
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Hczckiah  Sturges  is  a native  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  and  is  descended 
from  genuine  Yankee  stock.  He  was  born  on  the  third  day  of  November, 
1S10.  His  parents,  directly  after  their  marriage  in  1810,  emigrated  from 
Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  settled  in  what  was  then  regarded  as  the  western 
wilderness.  He  passed  the  greater  portion  of  his  boyhood  on  the  original 
homestead,  which  had  been  cleared  and  cultivated  by  his  father.  He  often 
referred  to  the  “old  farin’’  in  later  years  as  crowning  the  summit  of  the 
highest  range  of  hills  separating  the  Butternuts  valley  from  the  Susque- 
hanna, through  which  ran  the  boundary  line  of  the  towns  of  Butternuts 
aud  Unadilla ; and  he  related,  with  great  glee,  the  youthful  pride  and 
pleasure  with  which  he  was  wont  to  stand  upon  his  ancestral  domain  and, 
facing  the  north,  trace  the  winding  course  of  the  Butternuts  from  its  source 
in  the  distant  highlands  to  its  confluence  with  the  Unadilla  river;  and 
then,  turning  to  the  south,  survey  the  rugged  intervening  country  spread 
out  before  him  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Pursuing  the  beaten  track  of  boys  of  his  age  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, he  worked  with  his  father  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  months, 
aud  attended  the  district  school  in  winter.  He  gave  early  promise  of 
mental  vigor,  and  evinced  so  strong  a predilection  for  intellectual  tastes 
and  books  that  his  father,  who  was  a mau  of  more  than  ordinary  discern- 
ment and  ability,  announced  bis  intention  of  affording  him,  if  possible,  a 
more  than  common-school  education:  and  when  the  boy  had  reached  the 
age  of  fifteen  years Yhe  father  placed  him  under  the  care  of  an  excellent 
teacher  in  a select  school  at  Butternuts,  and  remained  there  until  the 
ipring  of  1 83B-  He'gave  unremitting  attention  to  his  studies  during  this 
period,  and  his  progress  was  rapid  and  satisfactory.  The  school  being 
discontinued  for  the  reason  of  the  failing  health  of  its  master,  he  reluc- 
tantly returned  to  the  farm  for  the  summer,  and  the  following  winter  was 
himself  master  of  a district  school. 

In  the  spring  of  1S37,  with  the  approbation  of  his  father,  he  entered 
Oxford  academy,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  preparing  to  enter  college. 

| His  zeal  and  progress  was  such  in  his  preparatory  course,  that  in  the  full 
of  lSI’.S  be  left  the  academy,  with  a recommendation  from  its  faculty  that 
I he  was  prepared  to  enter  f ho  sophomore  class  of  Yale  college.  Alone, 

I sad  an  entire  stranger,  ho  presented  his  certificate  from  the  academy  to 
, Bn.  then  venerable  president  of  the  college;  had  a preliminary  examina- 
tion by  ono  of  the  professors,  and  was  thereupon  enrolled  in  the  class  of 
U 11  of  Yalo  college. 

While  at  times  he  found  the  duties  of  college  life  severe,  yet  the  acqui- 
| *ition  of  learning  he  there  made,  the  life-long acquaintances  and  cherished 
friendships  he  there  formed,  render  the  recollection  of  his  days  at  Yale, 
an  1 the  associations  that  cluster  around  them,  among  the  most  agreeable 
Jf  the  memories  of  the  past.. 


Having  graduated  in  August,  1841,  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  his 
resources,  for  expenditure  during  his  professional  studies,  ho  accepted  the 
position  of  tutor  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  the  Gilbertsville  academy,  and 
continued  in  that  occupation  till  the  spring  of  1843. 

He  was  then  entered  as  a clerk  in  the  law  office  of  Morehouse  A Lathrop, 
then  a leading  firm  in  the  county,  and  with  them  and  with  Hon.  Charles 
C.  Noble,  of  Unadilla,  pursued  the  study  of  the  law  till  1S46,  when  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law  and  solicitor  in  the  court 
of  chaucery,  and  afterwards  was  enrolled  as  an  attorney  and  counselor  in 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  the  same  year  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  his  father 
died,  and  that  event  seemed  to  make  it  necessary  that  he  should  relinquish 
bis  design  of  commencingthe  practice  of  his  profession  in  some  one  of  the 
then  rapidly-growing  commercial  towns  of  the  State,  and  to  remain  in  the 
circle  where  the  family  resided.  He  yielded  to  that  apparent  necessity, 
which  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  mistake  of  his  life. 

Ho  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Butternuts,  and  re- 
mained there  till  1SC2,  when  he  removed  to  Cooperstown.  having  then 
formed  a copartnership  with  Hon.  E.  Countryman,  then  of  Cherry  Valley, 
now  of  the  city  of  Albany,  under  the  firm-name  of  Sturges  & Country- 
man. 

This  firm  had  a large  business  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties,  and 
continued  in  full  practice  for  many  years  until  it  was  dissolved  hv  the 
elevation  to  judicial  office  of  each  of  the  partners. 

In  the  fall  of  18(17  lie  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  judge  of  his 
native  county,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a manner  that 
rofb'cted  honor  upon  him  and  the  position  he  occupied  till  1872,  when  he 
resumed  the  practice  at.  the  bar. 

In  1877  ho  was  nominated  by  Governor  Robinson,  and  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  to  the  office  of  canal  app  aisor,  which  position  he  now  holds,  with 
lion  Charles  G.  Myers  and  Hon.  Yivius  W.  Smith,  his  associates.  In 
presenting  cases  to  a jury  and  in  his  public  addresses,  especially  where  his 
feelings  have  been  wrought  into  the  occasion  and  the  circumstance,  he 
displays  oratorical  powers  and  a fervid  eloquence  which  have  often  in  hi? 
professional  and  political  career  won  the  admiration  of  those  who  have 
had  on  those  occasions  lie'  pleasure  of  listening  to  him. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  brethren  at  the  bar,  and  indeed  in  all  his 
| social  life,  ho  is  uniformly  genial  and  courteous:  and  from  him.  as  far  as 
in  him  lies,  indigence  or  poverty  is  never  turned  empty  away. 

In  1803  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hon.  AY.  W.  Snow,  of 
Onconta.  He  has  two  children, — a soil,  Weston  Snow  Sturges:  a daughter, 
Elizabeth  Sturges:  and  his  domestic  life,  so  far  ns  is  known  or  can  be 
I observed,  is  as  happy  as  bis  social  and  public  life  is  honorable. 
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,•  41  n>y,  and  in  February  of  the  following  year  Rev. 
I'.'Bitroy  became  it'  principal.  It  was  soon  after 
jnJ  remained  so  until  September,  1850,  when  it 
IM&  ***  by  Mr.  R.  C.  F lark,  by  whom  it  was  con- 

ftWUtil  until  1864,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  William 
^ and  the  school  reopened  April  10,  1S65,  with 

£>r.*»  Kerr  as  principal.  In  April,  1S67,  Rev.  Orren 
pifi l/a*  became  principal  of  the  institution,  and  remained 
‘ »t  capacity  until  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  F.  Phinncy 
,,  itfoO.  It  was  then  abandoned  as  an  educational  institu- 
,s  and  the  building  is  now  known  as  the  Cooper  House, 
.«,r  cf  the  finest  summer  hotels  in  the  State. 


COOPERSTOWN  UNION  SCHOOL. 

V.  hat  is  now  the  Cooperstown  union  school  and  academy 
inaugurated  as  a free  graded  school  in  18G8,  the  orig- 
, *<hool  building  being  erected  during  that  year.  The 
t ti  <<  rut  of  the  school  was  in  the  fall  of  18G0  ; it  became 

* «n;  m free  school  Oct.  0.  1S71,  and  in  January,  1878, 
,9  academic  department  was  established  by  the  regents, 
la  tin-  spring  of  1873  occurred  the  only  change  there  has 
<i rf  been  in  the  board  of  education,  B.  F.  Murdock  sue- 
rv,-iiug  at  the  death  of  William  H.  Ruggles.  In  the 
►ammerof  1874  the  building  was  enlarged  and  its  efficiency 

Iy  increased.  The  school  property  is  valued  at  $30,000. 
The  number  of  students  for  the  year  1S77-78  was  about 
Vm,  about  fifty  of  whom  held  the  regents’  certificate  of 
*■  ...lemic  scholarship.  Since  the  opeuing  of  the  school  the 
ncrage  daily  attendance  has  increased  fifty  per  cent. 
George  W.  Howe  was  principal  the  first  two  terms  ; there 
hi»  Urn  but  one  principal  since.  There  are  established  in 
cm noc lion  with  the  school  the  following  prizes:  the  u Ed- 
vard Clark  Punctuality  Prizes.”  amounting  annually  to 
J*  ut  sixty  dollars,  by  Edward  Clark,  Esq. ; the  “ Averell 
'•■’Id  Medal,”  for  scholarship,  given  annually  and  valued  at 
nty  dollars,  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Carter;  and  the  “Ruggles 
morial  Prize,”  for  composition  and  oratory,  given  annu- 

* 'v  and  valued  at  fourteen  dollars,  by  the  frieuds  of  the 
late  \\  illiam  II.  Ruggles. 

The  Cooperstown  union  school  is  constituted  as  follows : 
The  Board  of  Education. — Horace  Laihrop.  M.D.,  presi- 
dent; Hon.  Samuel  A.  Bowen;  Benjamin  F.  Murdock, 
"•crvtarv  ; Henry  L.  Ilinman,  treasurer. 

Instructors. — John  G.  Wight.  A.M.,  principal,  Greek 

* I.atiu  ; E.  O.  William  Mildner,  German  and  Music; 
Martha  A.  Ball,  Higher  English,  Latin,  and  History; 
•Punic  P.  Cole,  Natural  Science  and  English;  Jennie  L. 

' ■ m>UK;k,  Higher  Mathematics  and  French.  Intermediate 
department:  Charles  P.  Thompson,  Sarah  W.  Shipway, 
P'a  J.  Bliss.  Primary  department:  Emily  E.  Niles. 


FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK.  • 

1 he  Otsego  County  bank  was  organized  at  Cooperstown, 
' u.c  L’d,  1830.  Capital  ?t"ck,  $100,000;  increased  to 
'-■'O.ouo  in  1854.  The  first  board  of  directors  were 
“ IhtI  Campbell,  Joseph  Moss.  Calvin  Graves,  Lawrence 
'!  N.miee,  Levi  Beard -ley.  William  II.  Averell,  Henry 
’“"•'ey.  John  Russell.  Thomas  Fuller,  Henry  Scott,  Alvan 
"■  "art,  Samuel  Starkweather,  and  Joseph  White.  The 
*ll't  inspectors  ol  election  were  John  A.  Dix,  E.  B.  More- 


house, and  Arunah  Metcalf.  The  first  president  was  Rob- 
ert Campbell.  The  first  cashier  was  Ileury  Scott. 

At  an  election  of  directors,  held  June  14,  1S31,  the 
following  changes  were  made : David  Little,  in  place  of 
Levi  Beardsley  ; Leonard  Caryl,  in  place  of  Alvan  Stew- 
art. Inspectors:  George  Pomeroy,  Elihu  Phinncy,  E.  B. 
Morehouse.  June  12,  1832,  James  Boyd  was  chosen  in 
place  of  Joseph  White.  June  12,  1833,  Delos  White  was 
chosen  in  place  of  David  Little.  June  10,  1834,  William 
Campbell  was  chosen  in  place  of  Samuel  Starkweather. 
June  9,  1835,  Elihu  Phinncy  was  chosen  in  place  of  Delos 
White;  Robert  Dunlap  in  place  of  William  Campbell. 
Inspectors : E.  B.  Morehouse,  George  Pomeroy,  and  Levi 
C.  Turner.  June  14,  1836,  Chauncey  Strong  was  chosen 
in  place  of  Leonard  Caryl;  Gurdon  Turner,  in  place  of 
James  Boyd.  Inspectors  : George  Pomeroy,  Janies  Stowell, 
and  E.  B.  Morehouse.  June  13,  1S37,  Charles  Smith  was 
chosen  in  place  of  Henry  Scott.  June  12,  1838,  James 
Markham,  Jr.,  was  chosen  in  place  of  Thomas  Fuller; 
William  Dean  in  place  of  Robert  Dunlap.  Inspectors: 
E.  B.  Morehouse,  Horace  Lathrop,  and  George  Pomeroy. 
June  11,  1839,  Obadiah  Beardsley  was  chosen  in  place  of 
Joseph  Moss.  June  14,  1842,  William  Temple  was  chosen 
in  place  of  W.  H.  Averell ; Robert  Onnston  in  place  of 
Obadiah  Beardsley.  Inspectors  : Horace  Lathrop,  George 
Pomeroy,  and  Abel  II.  Clark.  June  13,  1843,  W.  II. 
Averell  was  chosen  in  place  of  William  Onnston.  June 
11,  1844,  Samuel  Nelson  was  chosen  in  place  of  John 
Russell.  Juue  9,  1846,  George  A.  Starkweather  was  chosen 
in  {dace  of  Gurdon  Turner.  June  8,  1S47,  inspectors: 
Horace  Lathrop,  A.  II.  Clark,  and  George  W.  Ernst. 
Oct.  2,  1847,  Henry  Phinncy  was  elected  president  to  fill 
the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Robert  Campbell,  wbo 
had  been  president  of  the  bank  from  its  organization  to  this 
date.  June  13,  184S,  Henry  Scott  was  chosen  in  place  of 
Robert  Campbell ; William  Nichols  in  place  of  Elihu  Phin- 
ney ; William  Comstock  in  place  of  Chauncey  Strong; 
James  Boyd  in  place  of  Janies  Markham ; Lewis  Averell 
in  place  of  William  Temple;  Joseph  Moss  in  place  of  G. 
A.  Starkweather.  June  12,  1849,  Joseph  Moss  was  chosen 
iu  place  of  William  Nichols ; George  A.  Starkweather  in 
place  of  William  Comstock;  Elihu  Phinuey  in  place  of 
James  Boyd ; William  Temple  in  place  of  Lewis  Averell. 
June  10,  1851,  William  Comstock  was  chosen  in  place  of 
Henry  Phinncy. 

On  Dec.  29,  1850,  the  bank  was  robbed  of  $30,000. 

June  8,  1852,  Gurdon  Turner  was  chosen  in  place  of 
William  Dean.  Inspectors:  Horace  Lathrop,  G.  W.  Ernst, 
and  William  A.  Campbell.  June  14,  1853,  Chester  Wright 
was  chosen  in  place  of  William  Temple. 

On  Nov.  14,  1S54,  the  following-named  persons  were 
elected  directors  for  the  ensuing  year:  Win.  II.  Averell, 
Samuel  Nelson,  Henry  Scott,  Elihu  Phinncy,  George  A. 
Starkweather,  Goo.  W.  Ernst,  Win.  Nichols,  Joshua  H. 
Story,  James  H.  Nellis.  Win.  II.  Averell  was  elect'. d 
president  in  place  of  Henry  Phinncy.  Inspectors:  James 
Stowell,  Horace  Lathrop,  and  Mm.  A.  Comstock.  Nov. 
15,  1855,  Philip  Roof  was  added  to  the  board  in  place*  of 
James  II.  Nellis.  Inspectors:  Horace  Lathrop,  Wiu.  A. 
Comstock,  and  Geo.  Story.  Nov.  10,  1856,  C.  Grave# 
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was  chosen  in  place  of  G.  A.  Starkweather.  Inspectors: 
Horace  Lathrop,  W.  A.  Comstock,  and  Geo.  Story.  Nov.  8, 
1859,  John  Eddy  was  chosen  in  place  of  Philip  Roof. 
Nov.  13,  1800,  inspectors:  W.  A.  Comstock,  Geo.  Story, 
and  N.  H.  Lake.  Nov.  8,  1864,  C.  W.  Smith  was  chosen 
in  place  of  Samuel  Nelson.  Nov.  14,  1805,  Rufus  Stcere 
was  chosen  in  place  of  John  Eddy.  Inspectors : W.  A. 
Comstock,  George  Story,  and  Edwin  M.  Harris. 

At  a meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Otsego  County 
bank,  held  March  14,  1800,  it  was  • 

JietoIccU,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  directors  of  the  association 
the  interests  of  the  stockholders  of  said  association  require  it  to  foe  dis- 
solved, and  that  this  hank  proceed  to  invite  the  assent  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  said  association,  holding  two-thirds  of  the  existing 
capital,  to  such  dissolution. 

On  May  14,  1SGG,  notice  was  sent  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  banking  department,  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  that  the 
Otsego  County  bank  intends  to  close  the  business  of  bank- 
ing, the  same  being  with  the  written  consent  of  its  stock- 
holders, and  by  the  direction  of  the  board  of  directors.  In 
18GG  the  Otsego  County  bank  was  merged  into  the  First 
National  bank  of  Coopcrstown,  N.  Y. 

The  First  National  bank  of  Coopcrstown  was  organized 
in  February,  18G4,  with  a capital  stock  of  §50,000.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  : 

President. — Geo.  W.  Ernst. 

Vice-President. — Joshua  H.  Story. 

Cashier. — Chas.  W.  Smith. 

Board  of  Directors. — Win.  II.  Avercll,  Henry  Scott,  G. 
W.  Ernst,  Joshua  II.  Story,  and  Chas.  W.  Smith. 

March  22,  18G4,  Geo.  W.  Ernst  retired  from  the  presi- 
dency and  directorship,  on  account  of  having  been  appointed 
United  States  internal  revenue  collector  of  the  Nineteenth 
district.  Calvin  Graves  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  board,  and  was  also  elected  to  till  the  office  of  president. 

Sept.  6,  18G4,  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  §75,000. 

Jan.  10,  18G5,  the  following  persons  were  elected  direc- 
tors for  the  ensuing  year  : Calvin  Graves,  W.  II.  Averell, 
Henry  Scott,  Joshua  II.  Story,  Chas.  W.  Smith. 

March  2,  1SG5,  the  capital  stock  was  increased  from 
§75,000  to  §100,000. 

Jan.  9, 18GG,the  following  persons  were  elected  directors 
for  the  ensuing  year : Win.  II.  Averell,  Henry  Scott, 
Joshua  II.  Story,  Chas.  W.  Smith,  and  Calvin  Graves. 

March  12,  1SGG,  the  capital  stock  was  increased  from 
SI 00,000  to  §200,000. 

July,  18GG,  C.  W.  Smith  resigned  the  cashiership,  and 
Henry  Scott  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

j£Thc  directors  for  1807  were  Win.  II.  Averell,  Henry 
Scott,  Calvin  Graves,  Joshua  11.  Story,  Win.  Nichols.  In 
18G9,  E.  M.  Harris  was  elected  in  place  of  Wm.  Nichols. 
The  directors  for  1S70  were  Wm.  H.  Averell,  Calvin 
Graves,  Henry  Scott,  Joshua  II.  Story,  and  E.  M.  Harris. 
In  April,  1871,  Geo.  W.  Ernst  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  board  caused  by  the  death  of  Joshua  II. 
Story.  In  November,  1871,  Henry  Scott  resigned  the 
cashiership,  and  John  II.  Noble  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  In  December,  1871,  E.  M.  Harris  was  appointed 
vice-president,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Joshua  II.  Story.  In  December,  1871,  John  II.  Noble 


having  disappeared  under  a temporary  aberration  of  min  j 
the  office  of  cashier  was  declared  vacant.  The  director, 
for  1872  were  Win.  II.  Averell,  Calvin  Graves,  E.  \f 
Harris,  Geo.  W.  Ernst,  Geo.  D.  Hinman,  and  Henry  Scott 
Tn  February,  1872,  Frederick  L.  Palmer  was  appointed 
cashier.  The  directors  for  1873  were  Calvin  Graves,  E. 
31.  Harris,  W.  II.  Averell,  G.  W.  Ernst,  and  G.  I).  Ilin- 
man.  In  August,  1873,  C.  W.  Smith  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy  in  the  board  caused  by  the  death  of  Wm.  II. 
Averell.  The  directors  for  1874  were  Calvin  Grave.-.  H. 
M.  Harris,  G.  W.  Ernst,  G.  D.  Hinman,  and  C.  W.  Smith. 
The  directors  for  1S75  were  Calvin  Graves,  E.  M.  Harris, 
Geo.  W.  Ernst,  G.  D.  Hinman,  and  C.  W.  Smith.  In 
October,  187G,  F.  L.  Palmer  was  appointed  director  in 
place  of  G.  W.  Ernst.  The  directors  for  1877  were  Calvin 
Graves,  E.  M.  Harris,  C.  W.  Smith,  C.  K.  McIIarg.  and 
E.  Delevan  Hills.  E.  31.  Harris  was  elected  president,  and 
C.  K.  3IcIIurg  vice-president.  The  officers  and  directors 
for  1878  are  the  same  as  those  of  last  year. 

THE  SECOND  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  Bank  of  Cooperstown  was  organized  Jan.  1,  1853, 
with  the  followin'?  board  of  directors:  Calvin  Graves. 

O 

Theodore  Ivecse,  John  II.  Prentiss,  Frederick  A.  Lee. 
Horace  Lathrop,  Jedediah  P.  Sill,  and  George  B.  Warren. 
The  first  officers  were  Calvin  Graves,  president;  Theodore 
Kcese,  vice-president;  Frederick  A.  Lee,  cashier.  The 
capital  stock  was  §150,000. 

Nov.  1,  1854,  the  capital  stock  was  increased  to  §200.000. 

Sept.  13,  1856,  Calvin  Graves  resigned  the  presidency, 
and  on  Sept.  15  F.  A.  Lee  was  chosen  his  successor. 
Sept.  20,  Dorr  Russell  was  elected  cashier.  3Iarch  5, 
1857,  owing  to  physical  disability  of  the  president,  the 
office  was  declared  vacant,  and  Theodore  Keese  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  Frederick  G.  Lee  was  appointed  teller, 
in  1857.  John  H.  Prentiss  was  elected  vice-president 
Sept.  27,  185S;  the  president,  Theodore  Keese,  died,  and 
on  Oct.  19  John  H.  Prentiss  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Ansel  C.  3Ioore  was  elected  vice-president. 

The  board  of  directors  elected  May,  1S59,  were  John 
II.  Prentiss,  Ansel  C.  3Ioore,  Harvey  Strong,  Schuyler 
Crippen,  Samuel  31.  Shaw,  Jedediah  P.  Sill,  George  B. 
Warren,  Horace  Lathrop,  George  W.  Chase,  William  E. 
Cory,  and  G.  Pomeroy  Keese.  John  II.  Prentiss  was 
elected  president,  and  Jedediah  P.  Sill  vice-president. 
July  16,  1861,  John  F.  Scott  was  elected  a director  in 
place  of  John  II.  Prentiss,  deceased.  Jedediah  P.  >id 
was  elected  president,  and  G.  Pomeroy  Keese  vice-president, 
to  fill  vacancies.  3Iay  5,  1SG2,  Dorr  Russell  was  chosen  in 
place  of  George  W.  Chase.  July  28,  18G2,  Luther  I. 
Burditt  was  elected  a director  in  place  of  Horace  Lathrop, 
deceased.  January  G,  1S64,  William  31.  Clinton  was 
elected  a director  in  place  of  S.  31.  Shaw,  resigned. 

The  Second  National  Bank  of  Coopcrstown  was  organ- 
ized Jan.  IS,  1864,  with  a capital  of  §100,900.  Ti.  • 
first  board  of  directors  were  Jedediah  P.  Sill.  G.  Pomen  y 
Keese,  William  31.  Clinton,  Dorr  Russell,  Luther  I.  Bur- 
ditt, Schuyler  Crippen,  William  E.  Cory,  John  F.  S "it. 
Jedediah  P.  Sill  was  elected  president;  G.  Pomeroy  Keese, 
I vice-president  ; Dorr  Russell,  cashier. 
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>{  , 0 1 '05,  the  capital  .stock  was  increased  to  S300,000. 
. ^ jj.  1805,  the  business  of  the  Bank  of  Coopers- 
¥8  «u  transferred  to  the  Second  National  bank  of 
< kj«r*town. 

j j,  it  I860,  David  A.  Avery  was  appointed  teller,  in 
) „f  Frederick  G.  Lee,  resigned.  Aug.  1,  1807, 
r*,ul  A.  Avery  was  elected  cashier,  in  place  of  Dorr  Rus- 
rcdgncd,  and  Adrian  Foote  was  appointed  teller.  Jan. 
•I  l -n't,  Frederick  G.  Lee  was  chosen  director,  in  place 
j ji  rr  Bussell.  Sept.  1,  1S08,  Frederick  G.  Lee  was 
4 nted  teller,  in  place  of  Adrian  Foote,  resigned.  May 

• l«oy,  Benjamin  M.  Cady  was  appointed  teller,  in  place 
,/  Fnderiek  G.  Lee,  resigned.  January  18,  1870,  David 
to  Uj,ur  and  Andrew  Sliaw  were  chosen  directors,  in  place 

\V.  M.  Clinton  and  F.  G.  Lee. 

Ajmli  9,  1872,  by  a vote  of  the  stockholders,  the  nutn- 
\Kt  of  directors  was  increased  to  nine.  At  a meeting  of 
i.tr ctors  held  that  day,  appropriate  resolutions  were  passed 
.et  the  death  of  the  lion.  Schuyler  Crippen,  a member  of 
! .<•  board.  D.  A.  Avery  was  elected  a director  in  his  place, 
'hv  1,  1872,  F.  G.  Lee  was  chosen  cashier,  in  place  of 
1 1 A.  Avery,  resigned,  and  B.  M.  Cady  was  appointed 
*->;'tant  cashier.  Oct.  1,  B.  M.  Cady  resigned  as  assistant 
culiicr,  and  I>.  A.  Avery  was  appointed  in  his  place.  Jan. 

1 i.  1873,  M arcus  Field  was  added  to  the  board  of  directors, 
miking  the  ninth  member.  Nov.  3,  1S73,  F.  G.  Lee  re- 
*-gned  as  cashier,  and  D.  A.  Avery  was  elected.  Jan.  1, 
1-71,  B.  M.  Cady  was  appointed  assistant  cashier.  Jan. 
t 1,  R.  F.  Murdock  was  elected  a director,  in  place  of  J.  P. 
8i!l,  resigned.  Jan.  13,  J.  P.  Sill  resigned  the  office  of 
j resident  on  account  of  ill  health.  G.  Pomeroy  Kecse 
elected  president,  and  L.  I.  Burditt  vice-president. 
S»  pt.  23,  1875,  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  occasion  of 
the  deatli  of  J.  P.  Sill,  late  president.  Jan.  11,  1S7G, 
R ’bert  Quaif  was  elected  a director  in  place  of  John  F.  Scott. 
>*  pt.  4,  1S7G,  B.  M.  Cady  was  elected  cashier,  in  place  of 
P A.  Avery,  resigned;  H.  L.  Hinrnan  appointed  teller. 
Jan.  9,  1S77,  Hon.  II.  Sturgcs  and  Caleb  Clark  were 
G’vtc-d  directors,  in  place  of  Marcus  Field  and  D.  A.  Avery. 
1 he  present  officers  of  the  bank  are  as  follows : G.  Pomeroy 
K.-ese,  president;  Luther  I.  Burditt,  vice-president ; Ben- 
,*uiin  M.  Cady,  cashier;  II.  L.  Ilinman,  teller.  William 
L Cory,  Andrew  Shaw,  Robert  Quaif,  David  Wilbur,  B. 
I • Murdock,  II.  Sturgcs,  and  Caleb  Clark,  directors. 

LIST  OF  OFFICIALS. 

The  following  is  a complete  list  of  the  trustees,  presidents, 
4:  1 i lcrks  of  Cooperstown  from  its  incorporation  in  1812  to 
• v-'  7 3 : 

• -■  — Hubert  Campbell , president ; John  Russell,  Elijah  II.  Met- 

calf, I’eter  Goodsell,  and  James  Avcrell,  Jr.,  trustees; 
George  Pomeroy,  clerk. 

1 ';-~l!*aao  Cooper,  president;  Robert  Campbell,  Elijah  II.  Met- 
calf. Cyrus  Clark,  and  Henry  Phinuey,  trustees;  George 
Pomeroy,  clerk. 

1 ■ • Isaac  Cooper,  president  : Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  Cyrus  Clark, 
Robert  Campbell,  and  Henry  Phinncy,  trustees  ; George 
Pomeroy,  clerk. 

I*.  Iwane  Cooper,  president;  Robert  Campbell,  Henry  Phinncy, 
and  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  trustees;  George  Pomeroy,  clerk. 

1® — Isaac  Cooper,  president;  Robert  Campbell,  Elijah  II.  Met- 
cail,  Heury  Phinncy,  and  John  11.  Prentiss,  trustees; 
George  Pomeroy,  clerk. 


1817.  — Isaac  Cooper,  president;  Robert  Campbell,  Elijah  H.  Met- 

calf, James  Avcrell,  Jr.,  and  William  Nichols,  trustees; 
George  Pomeroy,  clerk. 

1818.  — Thomas  Fuller,  president;  Robt.  Campbell,  Henry  Phinncy, 

Geo.  Morel),  and  Samuel  Cooper,  trustees  ; George  Pome- 
roy, clerk. 

1819.  — Thomas  Fuller,  president;  Robt.  Campbell,  Ilcnry  Phinncy, 

Geo.  Morell,  ami  John  F.  Ernst,  trustees;  George  Pome- 
roy, clerk. 

1S20. — A.  L.  Jordan,  president;  Stephen  Gregory,  Miles  Comstock, 
William  AVilson,  and  Henry  Beadle,  trustees;  Samuel 
Starkweather,  clerk. 

1821. — George  Morell,  president ; Farrand  Stranahan,  Henry  Beadle, 
Harvey  Luce,  and  Miles  Comstock,  trustees  ; Samuel  Stark- 
weather, clerk. 

1S22. — Geo.  Morell,  president;  Farrand  Stranahan,  Henry  Beadle, 
Miles  Comstock,  and  H.  Luce,  trustees;  Henry  Scott, 
clerk. 

1823.  — Samuel  Starkweather,  president;  Farrand  Stranahan,  Henry 

Phinney,  John  Philipps,  and  Miles  Benjamin,  trustees; 
Henry  Scott,  clerk. 

1824.  — Farrand  Stranahan,  president;  Miles  Comstock,  Joseph  B. 

AVralton,  Constant  Sherman,  and  James  Stowell,  trustees; 
Geo.  S.  Crafts,  clerk. 

1825.  — Henry  Phinney,  president;  Miles  Benjamin,  Lawrence 

McNamcc,  Joseph  Griffen,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Starkweather, 
trustees  ; Geo.  S.  Crafts,  clerk. 

Ig20. — AVm.  II.  Averell,  president  ; James  Stoweil,  Ilcnry  Phinney, 
Stephen  Gregory,  and  T.  W.  Lay,  trustees;  Henry  Scott, 
clerk. 

1827.  — Wm.  H.  Averill,  president;  Joseph  B.  Watson,  Henry  Pbin- 

ney,  Geo.  Morell,  and  Stephen  Gregory,  trustees;  Henry 
Scott,  clerk. 

1828.  — Geo.  Morell,  president;  Miles  Benjamin,  Henry  Luce,  O. 

Sabin,  and  Constant  Sherman,  trustees  ; Henry  Scott,  clerk. 

1829.  — Stephen  Gregory,  president;  Henry  Phinney,  Geo.  Morell, 

Henry  Beadle,  aud  James  I.  Paul,  trustees;  Henry  Scott, 
clerk. 

1830.  — John  A.  Dix,  president ; Henry  PhiDney,  Stephen  Gregory, 

James  I.  Paul,  and  Seth  Doubleday,  trustees ; Henry  Scott, 
clerk. 

1531.  — No  record. 

1532.  — Henry  Phinney,  president;  Richard  Cooley,  Ellery  Cory, 

Harvey  Luce,  and  John  R.  AVorthington,  trustees;  Henry 
Scott,  clerk. 

1833.  — Henry  Phinney,  president;  Richard  Cooley,  Robert  Camp- 

bell, Henry  Brown,  and  Jabez  Chapman,  trustees;  Henry 
Scott,  clerk. 

1834.  — Henry  Phinney,  president;  Robert  Campbell,  Jabez  Chap- 

man, Richard  Cooley,  and  Henry  Brown,  trustees;  Henry 
Scott,  clerk. 

1835.  — George  A.  Starkweather,  president;  Henry  Phinney,  Ellery 

Corey,  Isaac  Lewis,  and  Chester  Jarvis,  trustees  ; Henry 
Scott,  clerk. 

1836.  George  A.  Starkweather,  president;  Henry  Phinney,  George 

Pomeroy,  Geo.  AV.  Holmes,  and  Isaao  Lewis,  trustees ; 
Henry  Scott,  clerk. 

1837.  — John  R.  AVorthington.  president;  James  I.  Paul,  James 

Stowell,  Horace  C.  Fish,  and  Ilcnry  B.  Ernst,  trustees  , U. 
A.  Smith,  clerk. 

1838.  — Henry  Phinney,  president ; Isaac  Lewis,  Henry  Miller,  E.  D. 

Richardson,  and  Abner  Graves,  Jr.,  trustees;  Seth  Double- 
day,  clerk. 

1830. Ebon  B.  Morehouse,  president ; C.  D.  Pease,  Rensselaer  AA'ater- 

mau,  George  Pomuroy,  and  Philip  Roof,  trustees ; Seth 
Doubleday,  clerk. 

1540.  Schuvlcr  Crippen,  president;  Robert  Davis,  Peter  Becker, 

William  Lewis,  and  Richard  Cooley,  trustees;  Seth  Double- 
day,  clerk. 

1541.  — Schuyler  Crippen,  president ; S.  M.  Ingalls,  B.  F.  Kipp.  Peter 

Becker,  and  P.  E.  Johnson,  trustees ; Seth  Douhleday, 
clerk. 

1842.  — Chaunoey  D.  Pease,  president;  Peter  Becker,  Thomas  Clark, 

and  James  I.  Paul,  trustees;  Robt.  A.  Davis,  clerk. 

1843.  — William  AVilaou,  president;  Luther  I.  Burditt,  Philip  Roof, 


. 


268 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


Alfred  Carr,  and  Henry  B.  Ernst,  trustees;  Cutler  Field, 
clerk. 

1844.  — George  Pomeroy,  president ; Geo.  Jarvis,  C.  D.  Pease,  Aimer 

Graves,  and  Robert  Duvis,  trustees;  Thus.  Clark,  clerk. 

1845.  — George  Pomeroy,  president;  E.  P.  Byram,  Thomas  Clark, 

C.  D.  Pease,  and  R.  Waterman,  trustees;  Chas.  J.  Still- 
man, clerk. 

1846.  — Perley  E.  Johnson,  president  ; Jacob  G.  Bush,  Abner  Graves, 

Jr.,  R.  Waterman,  and  Sauil.  W.  Bingham,  trustees;  Charles 
J.  Stillman,  clerk. 

1847.  — Georgo  W.  Ernst,  president  ; E.  P.  Byram,  Ellery  Cory, 

Robert  Davis,  and  William  Lewis,  trustees;  Chas.  J.  Still- 
man, clerk. 

1848.  — George  W.  Ernst,  president;  Richard  A.  Leslie,  George  Story, 

Chauncey  D.  Pease,  and  Edwin  Pier,  trustees;  George  Mc- 
Namcc,  clerk. 

1849.  — Schuyler  Crippen,  president;  Peter  Becker,  Horace  C.  Fish, 

Chandler  Root,  and  Geo.  W.  Ernst,  trustees ; John  II.  H. 
Doty,  clerk. 

1859.  — George  A.  Starkweather,  president;  Samuel  W.  Bingham,  Z. 

Willoughby,  Ransom  Spafford,  and  E.  P.  Byram,  trustees; 
C.  J.  Stillman,  clerk. 

1851. — George  A.  Starkweather,  president;  Abner  Graves,  Jr.,  Z. 

Willoughby,  Seth  F.  Winslow,  and  Marcus  Fields,  trustees  ; 
C.  J.  Stillman,  clerk. 

1S52. — Cutler  Fields,  president;  George  W.  Ernst,  Peter  Becker, 
Herman  W.  Robinson,  and  Edward  Edwards,  trustees ; C. 
J.  Stillman,  clerk. 

1853.  — Peter  Becker,  president;  Edward  Edwards,  Benj.  F.  Kipp, 

Philip  Roof,  and  James  H.  Nellis,  trustees;  Chas.  J.  Still- 
man, clerk. 

1854.  — L.  C.  Turner,  president ; Peter  Becker,  William  Lewis,  Chaun- 

cey D.  Pease,  and  E.  P.  Byram,  trustees;  Cyrus  Lewis, 
clerk. 

1855.  — L.  C.  Turner,  president ; Charles  J.  Stillman,  Seth  S.  Wins- 

low, Edward  Edwards,  and  B.  F.  Kipp,  trustees;  Cyrus 
Lewis,  clerk. 

1856.  — E.  P.  Byram,  president:  Alfred  P.obinson,  Win.  A.  Comstock. 

Geo.  W.  Ernst,  and  Edward  Edwards,  trustees;  Cyrus  Lewis, 
clerk. 

1857.  — Abner  Graves,  Jr.,  president;  L.  M.  Bolles,  E.  Edwards,  B. 

F.  Kipp,  and  John  F.  Scott,  trustees;  Cyrus  Lewis,  clerk. 

1858.  — C.  J.  Stillman,  president:  L.  M.  Bolles,  E.  Edwards,  Samuel 

R.  Thompson,  and  Delos  L.  Birge,  trustees  ; IV.  G.  Smith, 
clerk. 

1S59. — D.  L.  Birge,  president  : S.  R.  Thompson,  Thos.  McIntosh,  Jr., 
William  R.  Bingham,  and  Edward  Edwards,  trustees;  W. 

G.  Smith,  clerk.  , 

1860.  — C.  J.  Stillman,  president;  E.  P.  Byram,  Peter  Becker,  S.  R. 

Thompson,  and  Henry  B.  Ernst,  trustees  ; Joseph  W.  Pixley, 
clerk. 

1861.  — Samuel  R.  Thompson,  president;  J.  P.  Sill,  John  S.  Brown, 

Albert  A.  Kendall,  and  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  trustees;  Chas. 
B.  Cooley,  clerk. 

1862.  — Peter  Becker,  president;  Philip  Roof,  John  J.  Crafts,  Geo.  W. 

Hoi  mes,  and  William  E.  Cory,  trustees;  Charles  B.  Cooley, 

Clerk. 

1863.  — Peter  Becker,  president;  L.  I.  Burditt,  Arthur  A.  Brown, 

Frederick  A.  Goffe,  and  Richard  A.  Lesley,  trustees;  Cbas- 
B.  Cooley,  clerk. 

1S&4  . — Thos.  McIntosh,  president ; Ransom  Spafford,  L.  I.  Burditt, 
Abner  Graves,  and  John  J.  Crafts,  trustees  ; Chas.  B.  Cooley, 
clerk. 

1865. — S.  R.  Thompson,  president;  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  D.  Ball,  L. 

M.  Bolles,  aud  W.  Iv.  Bingham,  trustees  ; Chas.  R.  Burch, 
clerk. 

1SC6. — S.  R.  Thompson,  president:  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  W.  K.  Bing- 
ham, Samuel  A.  Bowen,  Dorr  Russell,  aud  Robert  Quail,  Jr., 
trustees;  Chas.  It.  Burch,  clerk. 

1SG7. — W.  K.  Bingham,  president : S.  R.  Thompson,  David  A.  Avery, 
G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  and  Dorr  Russell,  trustees;  Chas.  R. 
Burch,  clerk. 

1S68. — S.  It.  Thompson,  president;  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  Peter  Becker, 
David  A.  Avery,  Horace  31.  Hooker,  and  8ctk  J.  Temple, 
trustees  ; Chas.  R.  Burch,  clerk. 


1869.  — G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  president;  S.  R.  Thompson,  Wm.  E.  t'orr 

D.  A.  Avery,  Seth  J.  Temple,  and  Peter  Becker,  trust.,. 
Chas.  R.  Burch,  clerk. 

1870.  — G.  P.  Keese,  president:  Win.  E.  Cory,  Seth  J.  Temple,  Georg*. 

Brooks,  George  W.  Ernst,  and  Peter  Becker,  trustees;  Cha*. 
R.  Burch,  clerk. 

1871.  — Peter  Becker,  president;  Wm.  E.  Cory,  George  W.  Ern«t, 

George  Brooks,  Daniel  B.  Roden,  and  Edward  N.  Griswold, 
trustees  ; Chas.  It.  Burch,  clerk. 

1872.  — Georgo  W.  Ernst,  president ; Daniel  B.  Bodcn,  Edward  N. 

Griswold,  I>.  L.  Birge,  Orrin  C.  Benton,  and  F.  U.  Johnson, 
trustees;  Chas.  R.  Burch,  clerk. 

1873.  — F.  U.  Johnson,  president;  Daniel  B.  Boden,  Orrin  C.  Benton. 

Edward  N.  Griswold,  Seth  T.  Winslow,  and  D.  L.  Birge, 
trustees  ; S.  S.  McFarrcn,  clerk. 

1874.  — F.  U.  Johnson,  president;  L.  II.  Hills,  I.  E.  Sylvester,  Seth 

T.  Winslow,  Orrin  C.  Benton,  and  W.  T.  Bassett,  trustees  : 
T.  C.  Turner,  clerk. 

1875.  — James  A.  Lyncs.  president;  L.  II.  Hills,  W.  T.  Bassett,  Orrin 

C.  Benton,  M.  M.  Millis, and  Robert  Quaif,  trustees;  J.  Fred. 
Reustle,  clerk. 

1576.  — James  A.  Lyncs,  president;  Robert  Quaif,  A.  A.  Jarvis,  D. 

Jefferson  McGown,  W.  T.  Bassett,  and  L.  II.  Hills,  trus- 
tees; Lee  B.  Cruttenden,  clerk. 

1577.  — Robert  Quaif,  president;  James  A.  Lyncs,  D.  Jefferson  Mc- 

Gown, A.  A.  Jarvis,  C.  L.  Root,  and  G.  Pomeroy  Keese, 
trustees;  M.  C.  Brady,  clerk. 

LAKEWOOD  CEMETERY. 

This  cemetery  was  organized  by  a number  of  gentlemen 
of  the  village  of  Cooperstown,  during  the  summer  of  1856, 
to  meet  a requirement  which  had  long  been  felt  by  the 
citizens  of  the  village  and  vicinity  of  providing  a more  suit- 
able place  for  the  interment  of  the  dead  than  the  limited 
accommodations  of  the  crowded  church-yards. 

A site  for  the  cemetery  was  selected  on  the  hillside  over- 
looking the  lake,  in  the  town  of  Middlefield,  a short  distance 
from  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of  Cooperstown  ; 
and  on  Sept.  3,  1857,  it  was  appropriately  consecrated  to 
the  repose  of  the  dead.  A deep  interest  was  manifested  in 
the  cemetery,  and  the  consecration  services  were  of  a very 
interesting  character.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tomlinson  read  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  which  was  followed  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Battin,  at  the  close  of  which  the  choir  sang  an 
appropriate  anthem.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bush  then  read  a part 
of  the  4th  chapter  of  1st  Thessalonians,  aud  the  following 
dedicatory  ode,  written  for  the  occasion  by  Theodore 
Keese,  Esq. : 

Join  in  the  praise  we  offer 
To  Him  who  reigns  above; 

W hose  hand  can  clothe  with  beauty 
The  graves  of  those  we  love. 

For  here,  in  pleasant  places, 

Our  dear  ones  may  repose, 

Till  our  life's  day  is  ended, 

And  wc  join  them  at  its  close. 

Here  let  the  graves  be  opened 
Beneath  these  dvep'ning  shades, 

Or  when  the  cheering  sunshine 
The  hulluwed  spot  pervades. 

By  the  lake  whose  sparkling  waters 
Lie  before  us  clear  and  deep  ; 

In  the  grave  or  by  the  hillside. 

May  our  beloved  sleep. 

No  gloomy  pall  enshrouds  them, 

Or  hides  them  from  His  sight. 

Who  spreads  His  curtain  o'er  them, 

Whose  folds  nre  docked  with  light. 
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Here  shall  no  faith  uneertain 
Unlmllow’d  symbols  trace; 

But  holy  Truth  aiul  trusting  llo[>o 
Shall  guard  their  resting-place. 

Our  willing  feet  shall  often 

These  pleasant  pathways  tread, 

Wbero  beauty  breathes  its  fragrance 
O’er  the  dwellings  of  the  dead. 

And  voices  sweet  with  music 

Wake  the  solemn  stillness  round, 

As  the  pine-tree  and  the  hemlock 
The  sleepers’  requiem  sound. 

We  have  not  sought  to  hide  them 
In  the  wildwood's  sombre  shade  ; 

Nor  distant  from  our  living  homes 
Shall  their  last  bed  be  made. 

But  while  we  walk  among  them, 

The  whispering  gale  shall  bear 
The  softened  sound  of  village  bells 
Upon  the  list'ning  car. 

And  from  the  lake’s  calm  bosom 
Shall  echo-calls  resound, 

When  summer’s  twilight  deepens 
The  shadows  o’er  the  ground. 

Every  charm  of  Nature  greets  us 
As  we  tread,  with  lingering  feet, 

These  paths  upon  the  hillside 
Where  shade  and  sunshine  meet. 

When  absent,  thought  will  wander 
To  those  who  share  our  love, 

While  our  hearts  hold  sweet  communion 
With  their  spirit  forms  above. 

And  when  our  pilgrim  journey 
Brings  us  here  at  last  to  rest, 

Be  our  footsteps  safely  guided 
In  the  pathways  of  the  blest. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  this  beautiful  ode  a 
j-altit  was  read  and  sung,  when  the  dedicatory  address  was 
♦!•  hvered  by  G.  Pomeroy  Keese,  from  which  the  following 

* it  nets  are  made: 

“ Friends  and  neighbors,  you  are  here  to-day  to  inaugu- 
r>!.*  a good  work.  Following  the  example  of  many  towns 
I cities  in  the  land,  you  have  organized  and  established 

* rural  cemetery, — eminently  a rural  one.  Not  among  the 
t i«y  haunts  of  trade  and  commerce,  where  man  jostles  his 

w in  his  eager  anxiety  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  of 
■'  world’s  goods.  Not  in  the  outskirts  of  a teeming  city, 
•’■.re  the  din  and  clamor  of  an  ever-restless  population 
!*  ■■  tr.it. -s  even  the  sanctuaries  of  the  dead.  But  far  above 

* '*  h*nfe  of  tongues,  here  among  the  evergreen  bills  of 
* ' where  the  deep  shade  of  the  primeval  forest  still 
♦■‘'round*  us,  overlooking  the  bosom  of  the  placid  lake, 

* k''  the  theme  of  story  and  of  song,  spread  out  under  the 
*'  | y of  heaven,  and  reflecting  from  its  mirror  surface  the 

’ ■"  ui  hue  of  the  sky  above. 

1 ruly  we  stand  on  classic  ground.  Here,  at  the  very 
-*•  of  Mount  Vision,  whose  rutrtred  sides  have  for  years 
trod  by  every  lover  of  quiet  beauty  in  the  land- 
l"'i  ;i,‘d  almost  under  the  shadow  of  Prospect  Rock, 
; 1 • • I y celebrated  for  its  perpetual  view  of  nature’s  loveli- 
wliiio  but  a few  minutes’  walk  from  hence  lie  crum- 
in  the  dust  the  bones  of  many  a red  man  who  once 


walked  proudly  through  the  forest ; for  here,  at  the  source 
of  the  Susquehanna,  were  accustomed  to  meet  the  Six 
Nations  of  the  Mohawk,  with  their  brothers  of  the  Dela- 
ware ; here  was  their  council  rock,  where  they  met  in  sol- 
emn conclave;  here  they  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  and 
amity;  and  here  they  laid  the  bones  of  the  warrior  to  bis 
rest.  Methinks  I almost  even  now  see  a dusky  form  glid- 
ing through  yon  thicket,  so  little  removed  seem  we  from 
the  traces  of  the  past. 

“ The  spot  we  have  chosen  seems  peculiarly  adapted  for 
the  purpose  intended.  Do  you  seek  retirement  and  repose, 
and  desire  a shady  nook  where  perpetual  twilight  reigns, 
emblematic  of  the  shadow  of  death  ; beneath  these  ever- 
green pines,  whose  clustering  tops  shut  out  the  glare  of  day, 
is  all  you  wish  for.  Or  do  you  prefer  the  lighter  foliage  of 
deciduous  trees,  whose  leaves  of  brilliant  green  sparkle  in 
the  rays  of  noonday,  joyous  and  hopeful ; the  maple  and 
the  beech,  the  oak  and  the  chestnut,  are  in  mingled  groups, 
awaiting  your  advances.  Or  further  still,  do  you  look  for 
a more  open  spot,  where  the  genial  sunshine  is  ever  present, 
typifying  the  glories  of  eternal  day ; ’tis  there  before  you. 
Here  may  you  unite  with  friends  and  relatives,  and  secure 
in  company  a permanent  place  of  sepulture ; or  preferring 
retirement  and  seclusion,  the  grounds  are  ample  enough  to 
gratify  your  inclination.  The  commanding  eminence,  the 
retired  grove,  the  open  terrace,  all  are  here.” 

Following  the  address  of  Mr.  Keese,  a consecration- 
hymn,  written  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  A.  R.  Elwood,  was 
sung,  and  the  services  concluded  with  a benediction  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Shank. 

The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  the  inaugura- 
tion of  this  enterprise  has  steadily  increased.  There  are 
many  costly  monuments  in  this  cemetery,  prominent  among 
which  is  that  erected  by  Edward  Clark,  a wealthy  citizen 
of  Cooperstown. 

The  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  J.  Fenimore 
Cooper  occupies  a delightful  spot,  affording  a fine  view  of 
the  lake,  the  hills,  and  the  village  he  so  dearly  loved,  and 
around  which  his  gifted  pen  threw  the  charm  of  fiction, 
and  rendered  them  familiar  to  the  literature-loving  world. 

The  monument  is  a white  marble  column,  about  thirty 
feet  high,  executed  by  Launitz.  The  sculptures  near  the 
base  include  emblems  of  literary,  nautical,  and  Indian  life, 
and  on  its  capital  is  a statue  of  Leatherstocking. 

“ Jly  glance  took  in  an  obelisk, 

High  towering  near  the  solemn  wood, 

Where  Natty  Bumjipo's  stalwart  form 
In  lifted  grandeur  stood. 

Careless  his  hand  the  riflo  grasp'd, 

That  weapon  known  throughout  the  world; 

And,  crouching  at  the  hunter's  feet, 

His  faithful  houud  was  curl’d.” 

The  lake  and  landscape  view  from  this  cemetery  is  un- 
surpassed, and  art  litis  vied  with  nature  in  rendering  “ Lake- 
wood”  one  of  the  most  enchanting  burial-places  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Empire  State. 

I.  0.  OF  0.  T. 

Cooperstown  lodge,  No.  GG!>,  I.  0.  of  G.  T.,  was  insti- 
i tuted  by  G.  \\  illiams  Mason,  then  the  G.  W . See.  ot  New 
i York,  July  1G,  1SGS,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
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with  28  charter  members.  Its  first  officers  were:  Rev. 
Willis  L.  Thorp,  W.  C.  T. ; Carrie  T.  Russell,  W.  V.  T. ; 
Geo.  D.  Pennington,  Sec. ; L>.  L.  Hecox,  F.  Sec. ; E.  Dela- 
van  Hills,  Trcas. ; Rev.  Mr.  Burditt,  Chaplain  ; J.  F.  Ileus- 
tie,  Marshal:  M.  Moak,  Guard;  M.  W. Russell, Sent. ; Libbie 
Glazier,  W.  A.  S. ; Libbie  Deyo,  D.  M. ; Kate  Deyo,  R.  II. 

S. ; Jennie  Witt,  L.  II.  S. 

The  first  three  meetings  of  the  lodge  were  held  in  a jury- 
room  iu  the  court-house.  A room  was  then  rented  in  the 
seminary  (now  the  Cooper  House),  where  meetings  were 
held  for  nearly  a year.  The  meetings  are  now  held  in 
Odd-Fellows’  hall,  on  Main  street. 

Since  its  organization  over  325  persons  have  passed 
through  its  forms  of  initiation,  and  at  one  time  it  reported 
to  the  grand  lodge  nearly  200  members  in  good  standing, 
while  its  present  membership  is  Gl. 

Its  present  officers  are  B.  Ismond,  W.  C.  T. ; Miss  E. 

E.  Niles,  W.  Y.  T. ; M.  W.  Russell,  Sec. ; Wm.  Russell, 

F.  Sec.;  Miss  Carrie  T.  Russell,  Treas. 

It  is  in  a flourishing  condition,  having  among  its  mem- 
bers several  reformed  men,  and  during  its  existence  has 
been  the  means  of  doing  a good  work  in  the  temperance 
reform.  A considerable  amount  of  money  has  been  ex- 
pended since  its  organization,  for  charitable  purposes,  among 
its  members. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  first  regularly  constituted  fire-company  in  this  vil- 
lage was  what  is  now  known  as  “ Rescue  Engine  Co.,  No. 
2,”  organized  in  about  the  year  1S02,  at  which  time  a fire- 
engine  was  presented  to  the  village  by  Isaac  Cooper.  A 
man  named  Carpenter  was  captain  in  1S40.  In  1S44  Ger- 
man Snyder  was  elected  captain,  and  officiated  iu  that 
capacity  twenty  years. 

“ Protection  Engine  Co.,  No.  1,”  was  organized  some 
time  prior  to  1820. 

“ Neptune  Engine  Co.,  No.  3,”  was  organized  May  8, 
1841,  and  the  following  were  chosen  first  officers  : Augustus 
Putnam,  first  lieutenant;  John  B.  Williams,  second  lieu- 
tenant; Ralph  R.  Lathrop,  secretary  ; Charles  J.  Stillman, 
treasurer,  and  James  Evans,  steward. 

“ Phinney  Hose  Co.,  No.  1,"  was  organized  in  1871,  and 
named  in  honor  of  II.  F.  Phinney. 

“ Nelson  Hose  Co.,  No.  2,”  was  organized  in  August, 
1874,  under  the  name  of  the  “ Rescue  Hose  Co.,  No.  2.” 

In  April,  187G,  it  was  changed  to  its  prescut  name  in  honor 
of  the  late  Samuel  Nelson. 

“Winning  Hose  Go.,  No.  3,”  was  organized  June  22, 
1874,  and  named  in  honor  of  John  Winning,  of  Fort  Plain, 

N.  Y. 

The  department  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and 
numbers  1.51  men,  as  follows:  1 chief  engineecr,  2 assist- 
ants, 128  members  of  companies,  of  whom  SI  are  eugiue  men, 

31  h ose  men,  and  1.)  hook-aud-ladder  men. 

The  members  of  the  department  as  at  present  organized 
are  as  follows  : 

Marcus  Field,  chief  engineer. 

Protection  Engine  Co .,  No.  1. — C.  II.  Burch,  foreman;  j 

O.  J.  Valradt,  first  assistant;  Frank  Carroll,  second  assist- 
ant; N.  W.  Cole,  secretary;  S.  W.  Keyes,  treasurer;  W. 


II.  Russell,  I).  L.  Birge,  S.  W.  Bingham.  J.  Warren  Lami. 
W.  II.  Bunn,  B.  M.  Cady,  F.  A.  (Ioffe,  G.  I).  Hinruan  !; 

F.  Murdock,  George  Peck,  Andrew  Shaw,  W.  E.  Corv,  T 
C.  Smith,  D.  E.  Sivcr,  W.  II.  Merchant,  T.  S.  Savk--. 
John  Worthington,  J.  G.  Wight,  M.  A.  Smith,  T.  1[ 
Bingham,  M.  II.  Lippitt,  T.  W.  Eldred,  G.  M.  Grant, 

A.  A.  Jarvis,  II.  K.  Murdock,  W.  II.  Peak,  W.  G.  Smith  ; 
total,  32. 

Rescue  Enyinc  Co.,  No.  2. — II.  J.  Russell,  foreman  ; Y. 
P.  Cooper,  first  assistant;  Israel  Parsliall,  second  assistant ; 
M.  W.  Russell,  secretary  ; D.  L.  Hecox,  treasurer ; S.  S. 
Edick,  Mathias  Harvey,  G.  W.  Holmes,  F.  31.  Robinson. 
Robert  Pearse,  Hiram  Tuthill,  Nelson  Smith,  W.  H.  I'ur- 
gerson,  Jacob  Bell,  S.  S.  McFarran,  Russell  Fitch.  Charles 
Scott,  S.  T.  Bliss,  Geo.  Bell,  F.  C.  Parshall,  David  Bice, 
George  Spingler,  Sanford  Casler,  W.  II.  Henry,  E.  II. 
Bailey  ; total,  25. 

Neptune  Engine  Co.,  No.  3. — Albert  Pierce,  foreman  ; 
James  Bunyan,  first  assistant;  Harrison  Ball,  second  assist- 
ant; E.  P.  Cory,  secretary ; H.  L.  Hinman,  treasurer ; John 
McCabe,  steward ; Malachi  Kraham,  O.  Benton,  Henry  Con- 
verse, Levi  Gray,  E.  Adams,  Jacob  Rurey,  Michael  Brady,  L 

B.  Knapp,  Charles  R.  Hartson,  Jerome  Fish,  Chas.  R.  Peek, 

G.  Schermerhorn,  G.  T.  Winslow,  L>elos  Van  Ort,  George 
Shaw,  Laurence  McCabe,  Jas.  Bowes,  William  Robbins; 
total,  24. 

Phinney  Pose  Co.,  No.  1. — W.  A.  Cockett,  foreman  ; 
W.  S.  Bassinger,  secretary;  W.  E.  Leaning,  treasurer; 
P.  Hotailing,  F.  B.  House,  S.  D.  Temple,  E.  S.  Bro- 
charn,  II.  Ellsworth,  J.  M.  Russell,  W.  J.  Ryan,  C.  E. 
Smith. 

Nelson  Hose  Co.,  No.  2. — M.  W.  Russell,  foreman ; E. 
A.  Childs,  first  assistant ; C.  S.  Cuppernall,  second  assist- 
ant; Charles  Bullis,  special  secretary;  Henry  Youmans, 
Chas.  Wood,  Emmett  Peck,  E.  Stocking,  Christopher  Jones, 
Charles  Collar. 

Winning  Hose  Co.,  No.  3. — J.  F.  Reustlc,  foreman ; G. 
M.  Jarvis,  first  assistant ; F.  R.  Winnie,  T.  C.  Turner,  IT. 

C.  Richmond,  A.  A.  Cooley,  T.  B.  Tunnicliff,  C.  P.  Thomp- 
son, F.  L.  Palmer,  John  Fulner,  E.  S.  Bunday. 

Mechanics'  Hook-and- Ladder  Co.,  No.  5. — John  Pauk, 
foreman  ; E.  T.  Newall,  first  assistant ; V.  A.  Ilyam,  sec- 
retary; C.  L.  Root,  treasurer;  A.  J.  Wikoff,  steward; 
Albert  Evans,  F.  G.  Lewis,  L.  Stiles,  M.  M.  Millis,  E.  W. 
Filmore,  A.  Gorringe,  Peter  McCabe,  F.  31.  Heudershott, 
John  W.  Scott,  George  A.  Persons. 

BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

The  following  constitute  the  present  business  interests  of 
Cooperstown.  Physicians:  T.  S.  Blodgett,  Horace  La- 
throp, W.  T.  Bassett,  Mary  A.  Bassett,  Lyman  II.  Hill'.  J. 
31.  Westlake.  Dentists:  E.  P.  Byram,  D.  E.  Sivcr,  C. 
I.  Wadsworth,  E.  T.  Newell.  Attorneys-at-law : S.  A. 
Bowen,  L.  I.  Burditt,  Geo.  Brooks,  S.  S.  Edick,  E.  M. 
Harris,  Jos.  A.  Lyncs,  John  Lewis,  II.  Sturgos,  Chat  fin  i 
Leonard,  B.  J.  Scofield,  Geo.  Van  Horn,  Frank  P.  Ken- 
dall. Postmaster : Thomas  S.  Blodgett.  Surveyor:  Henry 
I B.  Walker.  Printing:  S.  31.  Shaw,  Russell  A David-on. 
Boots  and  shoes:  William  C.  Bailey,  S.  3IcKean  Thomp- 
son, Beadle  A Soule,  P.  Coniue,  Wm.  Brock  way.  Build 


. Jedediah  P.  Sill  was  the  fifth  son  of  Abel  Sill  and  Hep- 
zibah  Peck,  and  grandson  of  the  late  Judge  Jedediah  Peck, 
a man  of  note  in  his  day  in  this  county  and  in  the  State. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Burlington,  May  28,  1808. 
His  father  died  in  1824,  leaving  to  the  care  of  his  wife — 
a woman  of  remarkable  strength  of  character  and  well- 
balanced  mind — a family  of  nine  children. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  by  her  consent,  Jedediah 
P.  left  home  to  learn  the  trade  of  a gunsmith,  at  which  he 
served  four  years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  business  on  his 
own  account,  taking  jobs  of  his  former  employers.  Having 
worked  at  the  trade  about  seven  years,  he  then  abandoned 
it,  believing  that  he  was  pursuing  the  wrong  calling.  He 
then  entered  the  store  of  his  uncle,  Henry  Sill,  at  Burling- 
ton, with  a view  of  getting  an  insight  into  the  mercantile 
business,  and  gave  to  him  nine  months’  service;  after  which 
he  moved  to  Schuyler’s  Lake  and  opened  a store  there  with 
his  uncle  as  partner,  under  the  firm-name  of  II.  & J.  P. 
Sill.  This  co-partnership  lasted  for  about  six  years,  when 
Mr.  Sill  bought  out  the  interest  of  his  uncle  and  continued 
in  trade  on  his  own  account  uutil  184S,  when  he  sold  out. 
He  held  the  office  of  postmaster  for  thirteen  years,  and 
represented  his  town  with  marked  fidelity  and  success  for 
seven  years  in  the  board  of  supervisors.  He  ran  for  dele- 
gate to  the  constitutional  ■ convention  of  1840,  and  was 
defeated  through  a split  in  the  Democratic  party  of  this 
county. 

After  closing  his  mercantile  business,  Mr.  Sill  engaged 
in  the  produce  trade,  and  continued  the  same  up  to  August, 
1854,  when  he  moved  to  the  village  of  Cooperstown,  and 
entered  into  the  hop  and  wool  trade,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Scott,  Pier  A Sill,  which  firm  dissolved  after  the  expiration 
ot  one  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  firm  of  Scott,  Sill 
& Co.,  which  firm  remained  in  the  trade  about  three  years 
and  was  then  dissolved ; after  closing  the  business  of  the 
late  firm  he  occupied  most  of  his  time  in  looking  after  the 
afluirs  of  the  Bank  of  Cooperstown  and  operating  in  real 


estate.  During  fifteen  years,  ending  with  1874,  he  pur- 
chased about  30  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  corporation  of 
Cooperstown,  nearly  all  of  which  he  divided  into  village 
lots,  and  sold  to  actual  settlers.  He  also  put  up  a number 
of  dwellings,  and  loaned  to  others  the  means  with  which 
to  build. 

In  January,  1853,  the  Bank  of  Cooperstown  was  organ- 
ized, and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Mr.  Sill 
was  chosen  oue  of  the  directors,  which  position  he  held 
during  the  existence  of  that  institution.  In  1859  he  was 
elected  vice-president,  and  in  1 SGI , on  the  death  of  Colonel 
Prentiss,  president  of  the  bank.  When  under  the  act  of 
congress  it  became  expedient  to  close  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Cooperstown.  This  took  place  in  January,  18G4.  and  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Mr.  Sill  was  elected 
president,  and  held  that  position  for  ten  years,  till  January, 
1874,  when  he  resigned  the  office  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Mr.  Sill  took  great  interest  in  the  location  and  construc- 
tion of  the  Cooperstown  railroad,  and  no  man  was  more 
efficient  in  raising  means  for  that  object.  lie  was  a large 
stock  and  bondholder,  a director  from  its  organization  until 
his  death,  and  one  of  the  railroad  commissioners  for  Coopers- 
towu. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Sill,  though  always  a most  ardent  old-scho.il 
Democrat,  heartily  indorsed  the  nomination  of  lb  rate 
Greeley  for  president,  and  was  that  year  placed  upon  the 
Democratic- Republican  ticket  as  elector  for  this  con- 
gressional district.  Mr.  Sill  was  a man  of  excellent  natural 
abilities  and  strong  common  sense;  for  several  years  pre- 
vious to  his  death  he  was  a member  of  the  congrogati  i ■ ■ 
Christ  s church,  of  Cooperstown,  and  one  of  its  v.  - t • u 
at  the  time  of  his  decease.  lie  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Caroline  S.,  daughter  of  Noah  Wood,  of  Smyrna;  second 
to  Lavantia,  daughter  of  the  late  Noah  Wood,  ol  Syracuse, 
and  niece  of  his  first  wife,  lie  died  at  Cooperstown.  •v'pt. 
27,  1875,  leaving  two  children,  Florence  V.  and  Henry  !'• 


■ 

' 


■ill 

' 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO.  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


271 


r irnt>iiters : John  Rank,  Daniel  L.  TIccox,  Sanford 

f ' 4,1  1 

t r.  Albert  Pierce,  C.  L.  Root,  Jacob  Walradt.  M asons : 
\i  (‘il>e  Pros.,  George  R.  Wood,  Jas.  Goodenough,  John 
| \do  r.  Blacksmiths:  Loren  Brown,  Michael  Little,  G. 
\y  Holmes.  Blacksmiths  and  wagon-makers:  Jerome 
poll, George  B.  Wellman.  Boating:  P.  P.  Cooper,  Joseph 
Steamboats:  A.  H.  Watkins  A Co.  Barbers: 
J’rank  Clark,  P.  II.  Ilotaling.  Books  and  stationery: 
\V  A.  Coekett,  A.  L.  Tanner  A Co.  Boarding-houses:  Mrs. 
jv.iihloday,  Mrs.  Comstock,  Mrs.  Gaylord,  Mrs.  Weeks,  Mrs. 
> ule,  Mrs.  Eidred.  Ice-cream:  Mrs.  B.  F.  Beadle.  Cigar 
,nd  tobacco  stores  : I).  Fowlc  & Co.,  Park  A Co.  Clothing : 
J.dinston  A Field,  Smith  & Spingler,  Glatner  A Co.  Coal, 
flour,  feed,  etc. : E.  Delevan  Hills  A Co.,  Griswold  k White. 
Cooperage : Orrcn  Benton.  Dry-goods:  B.  F.  k II.  K. 
Murdock,  Robt.  k Win.  II.  Russell,  Gabriel  Tyley,  Bundy 
Pros.,  Eldrcd  k Ball.  Groceries  : E.  I).  Shumway,  John  J. 
Short,  N.  AY.  Cole.  Groceries  and  liquors : I).  B.  Bodcn 
A Son,  Strachan  Bros.,  Ar.  C.  Shumway.  Drugs  and  med- 
icines: Bliss  k Conrad,  II.  S.  AVcstlake  k Co.,  Shum- 
way & Church.  Furniture:  Samuel  Harper.  Gas-factory: 
().  II.  Butler.  Grist-  and  planing-mills : Lewis  k Adsit. 
Hardware:  AYm.  E.  Cory.  Hardware  and  stoves:  II.  M. 
Hooker  k Co.,  J.  AYarrcn  Lamb  A Co.  Hops:  Robert 
Ouaif,  Andrew  Shaw,  J.  R.  Scott  A. Co.,  Stocker  A Jarvis. 
Harness-makers:  Joel  AA'hite,  A.  Gorringe.  Insurance 
agents:  Hooker  A Jarvis,  I.  E.  Sylvester,  D.  L.  Birge. 
Insurance  and  real  estate:  F.  A.  A F.  G.  Lee.  Livery- 
stables  : E.  A\\  Filmore,  F.  C.  Parshall,  A\r.  II.  Scott,  Geo.  T. 
Winslow.  Hotels:  Cooper  House;  Hotel  Fenimore,  James 
Runyan,  proprietor;  Central  Hotel,  W.  C.  Keyes  A Son; 
Ballard  House,  S.  M.  A N.  Ballard;  Carr’s  Hotel,  Miss 
Carr;  Clinton  House;  American  Hotel.  Markets:  Nelson 
Smith,  John  Wood,  Sherwood  A Ball,  0.  N.  Hinds  A Bro., 
Parshall  A Reno.  Marble  and  stone:  Potter  A Co.,  McCabe 
Bros.  Millinery:  Susan  M.  Hewes,  Murphy  Sisters,  Carrie 
Risedorph  Thompson,  Airs.  Reno.  Photographing:  AY. 
G.  Smith,  Cooley  Bros.  Painting  and  paper-hanging:  E. 
S.  Coffin,  Frank  Carroll,  Levi  Grey,  P.  McNelly.  Saw- 
mill : I).  C.  Coleman.  Saloons:  Chas.  R.  Ilartson,  Geo. 
Shaw.  Undertakers  : Parshall  A Cory.  Upholstering  and 
carriage-trimming:  A\\  II.  II.  Camp.  A’ariety-store : Geo. 
M.  Grant  A Co.  AYatches  and  jewelry  : Charles  R.  Burch, 
Jasper  A.  Schrom.  P.  G.  Tanner  A Son.  Telegraphic: 
AYesteru  Union  Line,  Airs.  Smith,  operator. 

OTSEGO  LODGE,  NO.  103,  I.  0.  0.  F., 

located  in  the  village  of  Cooperstown,  was  instituted  Jan. 
20,  1841.  The  first  officers  of  the  lodge  were  Cutler 
Fields,  N.  G.  ; Geo.  B.  AYilson,  A . G. ; Chas.  J.  Stillman, 
Rec.  Sec. ; AYm.  J.  Abel,  Treas.  The  lodge  paid  sick 
benefits  until  the  year  1SG4;  since  that  time  has  paid 
funeral  benefits  only.  Since  its  organization  400  members 
have  been  received ; the  present  membership  is  82.  The 
total  amount  of  money  paid  into  the  treasury  is  $12.875.1 1 ; 
amount  paid  for  sick  and  funeral  benefits  and  relief, 
84,025. 

The  present,  officers  of  the  lodge  are  Ellery  P.  Corv.  N. 
G.;  Banforth  L.  Ilecox,  A . (1.;  Geo.  L.  Gould,  R.  S.; 
Chas.  R.  Thompson,  1’.  S. ; (1.  M Jarvis,  Treas. 


"mount  VISION  ENCAMPMENT,  NO.  15,  I.  O.  O.  F., 

Cooperstown,  instituted  Feb.  24,  1848.  Present  officers: 
AATm.  Russell,  C.  P. ; G.  B.  Kellogg,  S.  A\\  ; Geo.  L. 
Gould,  II.  1*.;  J.  Fred,  ltcustle,  Scribe;  Peter  P.  Cooper, 
Treas. 


CHAPTER  LX  1 1. 

COOPERSTOWN-Continued. 

Presbyterian  Church — Methodist  Episcopal — Baptist — Universalist 
— Christ  Church — St.  Mary's  (Catholic)  Church. 

TIIE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  Presbyterian  society  of  Cooperstown  was  organized 
Dec.  29,  1798.  No  records  having  been  preserved  of 
events  between  this  time  and  the  organization  of  the 
church,  June  16,  1800,  the  history  of  the  organization  is 
impossible  to  conjecture.  One  sermon,  preached  Thanks- 
giving day,  Nov.  26,  1795,  by  Rev.  Elisha  Alosely,  is 
mentioned,  but  that  is  all. 

The  present  organization  was  effected  on  the  above  day, 
the  record  of  which  is  as  follows:  “On  the  16th  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 
Stephen  AYarrcn,  Timothy  Sabin,  George  AIcKinsey, 
Thomas  Tanner,  John  Williams,  Stephen  North,  Hannah 
Sabin,  and  Susannah  North,  having  good  recommendations 
from  regular  churches  in  New  England,  and  James  Applin, 
Obadiah  Dunham,  John  A.  Lee,  George  Roberts,  and  Sarah 
Spalding,  having  just  made  a publick  (sic')  profession  of 
their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  unanimously  and  voluntarily 
entered  into  a bond  of  Christian  fellowship  and  com- 
munion, and  were  constituted  a regular  Presbyterian  church. 
James  Applin  was  chosen  and  ordained  an  elder  of  this 
church,  and  Timothy  Sabin  was  chosen  and  ordained  a 
deacon.” 

The  record  immediately  following  is:  “ The  Rev.  Isaac 

Lewis,  a member  of  the  presbytery  of  Albany,  was  regu- 
larly enstallcd  (sic)  pastor  of  the  church  and  congregation 
of  Otsego,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1S00.  The  sermon  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  R. 
Smith,  of  Schenectady.  The  charge  to  Air.  Lewis  by  Rev. 
J.  Coe,  of  Troy,  and  the  charge  to  the  people  by  Rev.  E. 
Nott,  of  Albany.” 

Upon  the  10th  of  the  same  month  fourteen  new  mem- 
bers were  received  into  the  communion  of  the  church  by 
certificate  and  upon  confession  of  it.  Among  the  Christian 
names  of  these  early  members,  we  find  those  of  the  old 
Puritan  times  prominent,  such  as  Zcruiah,  Alercy,  and 
Thankful. 

Upon  the  24th  of  this  month  another  elder,  Isaac 
AA’illiatns,  was  elected,  and  upon  February  S,  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  1801,  the  incumbent  in  the  office  of  deacon, 
Timothy  Sabin,  was  promoted  to  the  eldership,  the  vacated 
office  not  being  refilled  until  Nov.  30,  1804,  when  Elisha 
Eldrcd  was  elected  deacon  by  the  congregation.  At  the 
! same  meeting  Tlios.  Loomis  was  chosen  elder,  vice  James 
Applin  resigned. 

Un  Sept.  23,  1806,  AYm.  Neill,  a licentiate  of  the  New 
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Brunswick  presbytery,  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor 
of  the  church,  l)r.  Carnahan,  afterwards  president  of 
Princeton  college,  preaching  the  sermon.  Mr.  Neill,  who 
in  after-life  attaints!  deserved  repute  as  pastor,  scholar, 
and  author,  continued  over  the  church  until  September,  j 
1 800,  when  he  assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  First  church.  I 
Albany,  N.  Y. ; thence  in  1S1G  to  the  Sixth  church, 
Philadelphia,  and  thence  in  1824  to  the  presidency  of 
Dickinson  college,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

No  minutes  arc  recorded  concerning  any  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  church  between  Jan.  12,  1S01),  and  July  G. 
1810.  In  this  interim  Mr.  Neill  resigned  the  pastorate. 
During  his  pastorate -the  church  edifice  was  erected,  which 
in  “ revised  form”  stands  to-day. 

Dr.  Neill  in  his  autobiography  gives  several  items  of  i 
interest  in  regard  to  the  field  of  his  labors  here.  “ The  ! 
church,”  says  he,  “ had  been  but  recently  formed,  and  it 
was  the  only  church  of  any  denomination  within  several 
miles  around  ; the  people  were  a good  deal  scattered,  and 
there  was  a demand  for  much  visitation  and  frequent  j 
preaching  in  the  neighborhood.  . . . Hitherto  the  people  j 
had  not  enjoyed  the  convenience  of  a suitable  place  for  j 
public  worship,  but  held  their  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  in 
an  academy,  which  soon  became  too  contracted  for  their 
accommodation.  Within  eighteen  months  or  two  years 
after  my  coming  among  them,  they  erected  and  completed, 
in  a neat  style,  a church  edifice  which  would  accommodate 
eight  or  nine  hundred  persons.” 

On  Feb.  7,  1811,  after  an  interval  of  a year  and  a half, 
the  Rev.  John  Smith  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  Cooperstown  church,  over  which  he  remained  pastor  for 
twenty-three  years,  sending  in  a request  for  a dissolution 
of  the  relations  with  the  congregation  upon  March  4,  1S34, 
to  which  request  the  church  acceded  “ with  deep  regret.” 

The  immediate  occasion  of  this  action  may  perhaps  be 
traced  in  the  records  of  the  church.  About  this  time 
certain  members  had,  for  a period  of  three  years  previous 
to  the  termination  of  the  relations  of  the  church  with  Mr. 
Smith,  been  “ impressed  with  the  belief  that  some  more 
efficient  means  than  were  then  employed  were  demanded 
for  the  salvation  of  the  population  of  the  place  and  its  I 
vicinity.”  There  was  a delicate  little  satire  involved  in 
those  words  “ more  efficient  means,”  which  doubtless  reached 
Mr.  Smith  in  one  form  or  another.  The  culmination  of 
this  impression  was  the  regular  organization  of  a second 
Presbyterian  church  upon  Oct.  30,  1833.  After  an  incom- 
plete organization  of  eight  months,  a stated  supply  for  the  j 
pulpit  was  secured  in  the  person  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Hart,  who  j 
continued  as  such  until  the  reunion  of  this  ephemeral 
church  with  the  First  church,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1834.  Upon  the  25th  of  this  month,  Rev.  Alfred  E. 
Campbell  was  installed  common  pastor,  continuing  such 
for  a period  of  twelve  years  and  a half.  Shortly  after  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry  the  church  building  was  remodeled 
and  enlarged. 

On  Feb.  27,  1 S 10,  Rev.  Charles  Iv.  McIIarg  was  in- 
stalled pastor,  having  filled  the  pulpit  for  some  six  months  j 
previous  to  the  time  of  his  installation.  This  relationship  j 
lasted  little  over  a year,  being  dissolved  July  10,  1850,  , 
by  presbytery,  at  the  joint  request  of  pastor  and  people. 


Rev.  J.  A.  Priest  succeeded  Mr.  McIIarg,  beiii-  it,-?  , . 

June  25,  1851,  and  continuing  in  the  pastorate  till  ( i • ; 
1854,  when  by  mutual  consent  presbytery  dissolved  ::  „ 
relation. 

In  April  of  the  year  following  a call  was  extend,  .1  . 
R.ev.  Samuel  \V.  Bush,  of  Norwich,  N.  Y.,  who  bavin-  , 
eepted  was  installed  pastor  October  31,  and  remain- «j  *. 
such  till  June,  1SG2.  In  September  of  this  year,  a , | 
call  was  extended  to  the  former  pastor,  Rev.  C.  K.  McUar* 
who  consented  to  fill  the  pulpit  till  the  first  of  November 

The  church  being  evidently  unsettled  at  this  time,  i! ... 
records  present  a very  incomplete  view  of  the  existing  con- 
dition of  the  church.  Between  this  time  and  that  of  tl,.: 
next  regular  pastorate  the  pulpit  was  supplied  bv  the 
former  pastor,  Rev.  J.  A.  Priest,  and  Rev.  W.  W.  Newell. 
Jr.,  the  latter  acting  as  stated  supply  for  one  year,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  Rev.  Charles  K.  McIIarg  was  auuin 
chosen  to  fill  the  pulpit.  This  pastorate  continued  till  tin- 
spring of  1S70,  when  through  ill-health  Mr.  McIIarg  a 
second  time  resigned,  and  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Alden  was  chosen 
to  the  vacant  office.  Mr.  Alden  continued  pastor  two  and 
a half  years,  when  at  the  people's  request  the  relationship 
was  terminated. 

In  January,  1873,  Rev.  F.  B.  Savage  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  pulpit  for  eight  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
was  called  to  the  pastorate.  This  relationship  lasted  till 
the  summer  of  1875,  when  through  ill-health,  consequent 
upon  the  sad  death  of  his  wife,  the  pastor  was  compelled 
to  seek  a severance  of  the  union. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Newell  Woolsey  Wells,  was  invited  to  preach,  with  a view 
to  a call  in  case  of  mutual  satisfaction  of  people  and 
preacher.  His  installation  occurred  in  the  opening  of 
November. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Savage  the  church  was  re- 
paired, enlarged,  and  beautified  at  an  expense  of  88000.  a 
new  organ  also  being  substituted  for  that  then  in  use. 

The  present  eldership  consists  of  Messrs.  Cyrenus  Warren, 
F.  A.  Lee,  Robert  Russell,  A.  H.  Watkins,  Charles  W. 
Smith,  and  Henry  G.  Walker.  The  deaconship  includes 
Messrs.  Gabriel  Tyley,  O.  R Butler,  and  Elihu  Phinney. 
The  church  uumbers  197  members  ; its  Sabbath-school  107 
members. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  Oct.  22,  181G,  at  a meeting 
called  by  A.  Canfield  and  Amos  Berry,  with  the  followin'..' - 
named  members:  I\  Butts,  George  Roberts,  Daniel  McLe- 
land,  Joseph  Perkins  and  wife,  Asher  Campbell,  Justin 
Hiuman,  B.  Eaton,  Ezra  Crane  and  wife,  Andrew  Petty 
and  wife,  Benjamin  Allen  and  wife,  Potter  and  wife,  A. 
Jarvis,  and  II.  Knowlton. 

After  the  organization  of  the  church,  services  were  hoi  1 
in  the  court-house,  school-house,  and  in  private  dwellings 
until  1 S 1 0,  when  a church  edifice  was  erected.  35  by  1 5 
feet  in  size.  This  building  was  located  on  the  west  sid  • el 
Chestnut  street,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Confer 
House.  The  dedicatory  services  were  probably  conduct  -1 
by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  G.  Paddock,  the  first  stationed  cler- 
gyman who  administered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  this  little 
flock. 
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. . gfvt  trustees  of  the  church  were  George  Roberts, 

t ,t  | McLeland,  Joseph  Perkins,  Asher  Canfield,  and 
llinman. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  removed  to  its  present  site 
j cu  larged  in  1839.  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  D.  W. 

It  was  remodeled  in  1847,  and  again  repaired  and 
,t'.»r^-d  iu  1875,  at  a cost  of  85000. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors  from 
< or'anization  to  the  present  time.  Others  than  those 
names  appear  in  the  list  have  undoubtedly  officiated 
*»  pastors,  but  in  consequence  of  the  imperfection  of  the 
nls  it  is  impossible  to  give  either  their  names  or  terms 

J *rviee : 13.  G.  Paddock,  one  year;  Ruper,  one 

Herkeubeck,  one  year;  Isaac  Grant,  one  year; 

rje  Harman,  one  year;  H.  F.  Rowe,  one  year;  N. 
Ik  u uds,  two  years;  D.  W.  Bristol,  four  years,  two  terms; 
V.  M.  Coryell,  one  year;  W.  Bixby,  oue  year;  L.  Eddy, 

(«  i years;  Joseph  Shank,  two  years;  Harvey,  two 

year*;  B.  W.  Gorham,  two  years;  E.  G.  Audrews,  two 
y.-ars;  Charles  Blakesly,  two  years;  Silas  Comfort,  one 
v-ar;  31.  L.  Kern,  two  years;  Joseph  Shank,  one  year; 
J Im  Cripper,  two  years;  J.  L.  Wells,  two  years;  G.  K. 
Brings,  two  years;  Ilohert  Townsend,  two  years;  John 
1’ilkington,  two  years;  Isaac  Peaselee.  three  years;  W.  L. 
Thorpe,  three  years;  H.  31.  Crydenwise,  two  years;  W. 
A.  Wadsworth,  one  year;  A.  S-  Clarke,  three  years. 

The  church  Ls  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  is  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  W.  31.  Hiller.  Present  member- 
.’,i|>,  200. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : 
Trustees. — E.  D.  Hills,  John  Pank,  D.  E.  Siver,  G.  W. 
Holmes,  and  James  Ismond. 

Stewards. — E.  D.  Hills,  John  Pank,  G.  W.  Holmes,  I. 
Hmtes,  I.  Haynor,  B.  Rogers,  James  Wood,  and  James 
Uniond. 

Class-Leaders. — G.  W.  Holmes,  George  Van  Dcuzen, 
G'-»rgc  Bowers,  and  Ira  Howland,  Ira  Haynor,  assistants. 
Treasurer. — John  Pank. 

THE  BAPTIST  CniTRCII.* 

A few  years  after  the  settlement  of  Cooperstown,  in 
1 * "0,  the  Baptists  commenced  to  hold  prayer-  and  confer- 
*a<v- meetings  iu  private  houses  in  the  hamlet.  Public  ser- 
ti'vs  were  occasionally  held,  when  some  missionary  or  other 
J r*  aehor  of  their  denomination  visited  the  settlement,  some- 
1 'ia  s in  private  houses,  and,  later  on,  in  the  school-house  or 
^ art-house.  As  early  as  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  baptisms  near  the  Otsego  rock  at  the  oulet  of  the 
-Ac  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  This  continued  until  Jan. 
-1.1 834,  when  a church  society  was  regularly  organized,  with 
U v.  Lewis  Raymond  as  pastor,  and  in  1835-36  the  present 
'■'itvh  edifice  was  erected  at  a cost  of  about  §3000.  To 
v,  ,'tn|,!i-.h  this  work  at  that  time  required  individual  sae- 
• on  the  part  of  many,  for  the  society  embraced  but  few 
prions  of  even  moderate  means;  some  gave  money,  others 
1 1 1 • r i al  or  labor,  and  kind  friends  lent  a helping  hand. 
1 .V- . uergy  and  zeal  displayed  by  the  pastor  were  invaluable, 
■1  did  much  to  insure  success. 


* By  Samuel  II.  Shaw. 


Under  Elder  Raymond’s  pastorate  this  church  acquired 
a larger  membership — atone  time  reaching  fully  250 — than 
it  has  ever  since  attained.  They  were  scattered  all  about 
these  hills  and  valleys,  within  a circuit  of  ten  or  twelve 
miles,  and  many  of  them  were  operatives  in  the  mills 
south  of  here.  And  this  pastorate  was  longer  than  that  of 
either  of  his  successors,  continuing  until  1842,  a period  of 
eight  years.  Elder  Raymond  still  survives,  a veteran  in 
the  service  of  his  3Iaster.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Stephen  Hutchins,  who  lived  to  hold  the  office  for  only  a 
year,  when  death  severed  the  connection  between  a beloved 
pastor  and  his  people.  Rev.  John  A.  Nash  was  the  next 
pastor,  and  also  remained  a year.  In  1S43,  Rev.  Francis 
Prescott  accepted  a call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church,  and 
remained  about  four  years,  until  1847.  Rev.  R.  G.  Toles 
was  his  successor  for  a single  year.  Rev.  George  W.  Gates 
was  pastor  from  1849  to  1852.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
E.  S.  Davis,  who  held  the  office  of  pastor  for  a single  year. 
Rev.  31.  C.  Manning  came  here  iu  1854,  and  left  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health  in  1856. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  T.  Livermore  accepted  a call  to  the 
pastorate  of  this  church  in  1S56,  and  continued  to  hold 
the  office  until  the  spring  of  1862.  The  church  saw  pros- 
perity and  some  growth  under  his  administration, — quite  a 
revival, — and  a large  addition  to  its  membership  towards  its 
close.  3Ir.  Livermore  induced  the  society  to  expend  8450 
iu  the  erection  of  a much-needed  and  convenient  chapel  for 
prayer:meetings  in  1861  ; which  building  was  enlarged  and 
improved  at  a cost  of  about  8325  last  fall. 

Iu  the  fall  of  1862  the  church  gave  a call  to  Everett  II. 
Sawyer,  whose  family  has  furnished  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion so  many  preachers  of  note  ; it  was  accepted,  and  he 
was  ordained  as  a minister  and  installed  as  pastor.  His 
labors  among  us  were  blessed,  and  the  church  continued  to 
prosper  and  to  increase  in  membership  under  his  discreet 
and  earnest  administration,  which  was  terminated  by  his 
acceptance  of  a call  to  a much  larger  field  of  labor  in  1867. 
Elder  Sawyer  was  that  year  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  D.  Bur- 
dick, who  remained  our  pastor  one  year ; and  3Ir.  Burdick 
by  Charles  C.  Smith,  graduate  of-3Iadison  uuiversitv,  in 
1869,  who  was  ordained  as  a minister,  and  entered  on  his 
duties  as  pastor.  He  remained  upwards  of  four  years  in 
that  office.  It  was  while  he  was  here,  and  greatly  through 
his  earnest  efforts,  that  in  the  summer  of  1870  the  society 
expended  nearly  84000  in  enlarging  and  improving  the 
church  edifice. 

In  the  spring  of  1S74  the  church  gave  a call  to  George 
B.  Vosburg,  another  graduate  of  3Iadison  university,  or- 
daining him  as  minister  in  June,  when  his  labors  as  p:istor 
commenced.  They  were  earnest,  energetic,  and  prayerful 
throughout,  large  numbers  being  added  to  the  membership 
of  the  church,  so  that  it  about  doubled  in  less  than  three 
years.  During  that  time  a new  organ  was  purchased,  and 
the  chapel  was  enlarged,  at  a cost  of  about  $1400.  It  was 
therefore,  with  much  regret  that  the  church  accepted  Ids 
resignation  at  the  close  of  1876,  Elder  Vosburg  becoming 
the  pastor  of  the  Bergen  Baptist  church  of  Jersey  City, 
in  January,  1877.  The  same  month  this  church  extended 
a unanimous  call  to  Rev.  F.  J.  Parry,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
become  its  pastor,  and  were  gratified  by  its  early  acceptance ; 


. 


■ - 


' - 

. 

. 

, 


274 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


an<l  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  his  pastorate  may  prove 
eminently  acceptable  ami  successful  among  us. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Coopers- 
town,  it  has  liceuscd  several  of  its  most  devoted  members  to 
preach  the  gospel,  some  of  whom  remain  till  now  worthy 
and  useful  pastors  of  churches.  It  has  dismissed  hundreds 
of  its  members  to  become  such  in  other  sister  churches, 
scattered  through  different  States  of  the  Union.  Its  mem- 
bership, which  had  previously  slowly  dwindled  for  five  or 
six  years, — mainly  from  the  cause  just  given, — is  fully 
double  what  it  was  at  the  close  of  1873.  Removals  from 
this  parish  make  a steady  drain  upon  us. 

It  is  a pleasant  and  cheering  fact  to  record  that  a distin- 
guishing characteristic  of  this  church  has  been  a unity  of 
feeling  and  purpose  among  its  membership;  the  presence 
of  that  harmony,  kindness,  and  Christian  fellowship  which 
go  so  far  towards  making  the  church  of  God  the  most  at- 
tractive place  on  earth  to  the  sincere  Christian.  It  has  for 
several  years  past  sustained  an  annual  expenditure  which 
must  be  deemed  very  liberal,  compared  with  those  of  many 
churches  of  far  greater  material  resources.  May  its  strength 
in  numbers  and  in  attachment  to  the  good  old  cause  never 
be  less. 

UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

The  Universalist  church  of  Cooperstown  was  organized 
April  26,  1831,  in  the  school-house  of  district  No.  19.  in 
this  village.  Among  those  who  were  instrumental  in  effect- 
ing the  organization  were  Ellery  Cory,  Holder  Cory,  Henry 
Beadle,  B.  Taylor  Comstock,  Seth  Doubleday,  Isaac  Fitch, 
Esek  Bradford,  .Joseph  Perkins,  Levi  II . Pierce,  Levi 
Wood,  James  I.  Paul,  William  Wilson,  Richard  Cooley, 
Stephen  Gregory,  and  Abram  Van  Horne. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  Esek  Bradford, 
Abram  Van  Horne,  Levi  II.  Pierce,  Seth  Doubleday,  and 
Stephen  Gregory.  Rev.  Job  Potter  became  the  first  pastor, 
and  officiated  in  that  capacity  for  a period  of  five  years. 
The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1S32,  at  a cost, 
together  with  the  lot,  of  81393.73,  services  having  pre- 
viously been  held  in  the  school-house  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  paragraph. 

The  church  proper  was  organized  Aug.  21,  1858,  with 
the  following  members:  Holder  Cory,  Ellery  Cory,  Levi 
Wood,  Benjamin  Pierce,  Olive  Wood,  Almira  Scott,  Mary 
A.  Wood,  Catharine  Jarvis,  Laura  Barnuin,  Mary  Savage, 
Wm.  B.  Stevens,  Matilda  Stevens,  J.  S.  Parker,  Hannah 
Ball,  Giles  C.  Smith,  Ann  Bowen,  Maria  Paul,  Eveline 
Roberts,  Elizabeth  Marcellus,  Aurelia  Wilson,  and  Polly 
.Williams.  Iu  1S60  the  church  edifice  was  repaired  and 
remodeled. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  pastors  of  the  church  from 
1S36  to  the  present  time:  Rev.  Job  Potter,  from  April, 
1831,  to  April,  1836;  Rev.  O.  Wbiston,  from  April,  1836, 
to  December,  IS  16;  Rev.  J.  A.  Bartlett,  from  April,  1S47, 
to  November,  18-19;  Rev.  I).  C.  Tomlinson,  from  Novem- 
ber, 18-19,  to  June,  1850;  Rev.  F.  J.  Carney,  from  June, 
ISoO,  to  April,  1 8i>  1 ; Rev.  J.  A.  Aspinwall,  from  April, 
1851,  to  April,  185-1;  Rev.  C.  W.  Tomlinson,  from  Au- 
gust, 1854,  to  December,  1865;  Rev.  W.  W.  Clayton, 
from  March,  1866,  to  March,  1S63;  0.  Perkins,  from 


March,  18(58,  to  July,  1869;  C.  L.  Wait,  from  Nov, n.1  . 
1869,  to  November,  1875;  E.  E.  Peck,  from  April  ] -7 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : L.,.,,  j 
Williams,  Seth  Temple,  and  Fred.  Reustle,  deacons;  ,\' 
jah  Barnuin,  Harmon  Groat,  Frank  Robinson,  F.n.e, 
Hinds,  and  Fred.  Reustle,  trustees;  Fayette  Hinds,  tr.  ... 
urer;  Fred.  Reustle,  clerk.  The  church  is  now  in  a pr,~. 
perous  condition,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  1U-V 
Ellery  E.  Peck. 

CHRIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  divine  service  according  to  the  rites  of  ti.  • 
Episcopal  church  performed  in  this  village  was  in  the  v<-.ir 
1797,  when  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ellison,  of  Albany,  preach,-! 
in  the  court-house.  Mr.  Cooper,  in  bis  chronicles  of  C..,,p- 
erstown,  says,  “On  the  10th  day  of  September,  1800,  th. 
eldest  daughter  of  Judge  Cooper  was  killed  by  a fall  from 
a horse.  Her  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  the  lb  v. 
Daniel  Nash,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  she 
was  interred  according  to  the  rites  of  that  church,  which 
were  now  performed  for  the  first  time  in  this  village.  Mr. 
Nash,  since  so  well  knowu  in  his  own  church  for  his  apos- 
tolic simplicity,  under  the  name  of  Father  Nash,  was  tln  n 
a missionary  in  the  county.  From  this  time  he  began  to 
extend  his  services  to  Cooperstown,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1811,  a church  was  legally  organized  under  the 
title  of  Christ  church.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Nash  was 
chosen  rector,  which  office,  through  the  delicacy  of  the 
clergyman  who  succeeded  him  in  his  duties,  he  informally 
held  down  to  the  day  of  his  death,  in  1S36.” 

About  the  year  1806  the  ground  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  the  Episcopalians  was  given  them  by  Judge  Cooper. 
Already  several  persons  had  been  interred  in  the  Episcopal 
ground.  Miss  Susan  Fenimore  Cooper,  in  her  “ Rural 
Hours,”  says,  “ The  oldest  tomb  belonging  to  the  good 
people  of  this  little  town  lies  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Episcopal  church-yard,  and  bears  the  date  of  1792.  It 
was  a child.  Close  at  hand  is  another  stone  bearing  date 
two  years  later,  and  marking  the  grave  of  the  first  adult 
who  fell  among  the  little  band  of  colonists. 

“ At  the  time  these  graves  were  dug  the  spot  was  in  a 
wild  condition  upon  the  borders  of  the  forest,  the  wood 
having  been  only  partially  cut  away.  In  a few  years  other 
members  of  the  little  community  died  at  intervals,  and  they 
were  also  buried  bore,  until  the  spot  had  gradually  taken 
its  present  character  of  a burying-ground.  The  rubbish 
I was  cleared  away,  place  was  made  for  those  who  must  fol- 
low, and  ere  many  years  had  passed  the  brick  walls  of  a 
little  church  rose  within  the  inclosure,  and  were  consecrated 
to  the  worship  of  the  Almighty  by  the  venerable  bishop. 
Benjamin  Moore,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  1819. 

After  the  foundation  of  the  present  brick  edifice  was  laid, 
and  the  walls  had  advanced  to  their  proper  height,  the  work 
came  to  a stop  for  the  want  of  pecuniary  resources,  and  for 
a year  or  two  stood  unineloscd.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
vestry  held  in  May,  1S15,  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed : 

Iieaolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  anti  eircul  1I0 
a subscription  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  ebure h,  paiut- 
iug  the  steeple,  etc. 

AYWi  m/,  That  a committee  be  also  appointed  to  obtain  pecuniary 
assistance  for  the  above  purpose  from  Trinity  church,  New  \ ork  city. 


- 
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JV’  .-orporation  of  Trinity  church  had  previously,  in 
• „ donated  $1500  to  aid  in  erecting  the  church,  and  as 
, die  only  prift  to  this  congregation  mentioned  by  Rev. 

„ |(«-rrun  in  his  list  of  Trinity  church  grants,  the  above 
, nation  was  probably  unsuccessful. 

\j  the  meeting  in  January,  IS  1 1 , for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  parish,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Nash  was 
,fc  K.J  t*>  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Cooper  was  chosen  clerk. 
TV  Sr'l  wardens  were  Daniel  Johnson,  of  Fly  Creek,  and 
i«*i.  Alien,  of  this  village.  The  first  vestry  was  consti- 
as  follows  : Isaac  Cooper,  Richard  Davidson,  Ira  Starr, 
i hu  F.  Ernst,  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  Calvin  Comstock,  Asael 
j o,  and  Win.  T.  Lattin. 

iu  1312,  John  F.  Ernst  and  Asael  Jarvis  were  chosen 
»,  i.-ns,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Cooper  was  the  delegate  to  diocesan 
ov.ntion. 

In  1813-14,  same  wardens,  Ernst  and  Jarvis,  were  re- 
«Wt«xl.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Nash  attended  the  conven- 
i.  n.  and  was  styled  the  “ Rector  of  the  Episcopal  churches 
ja  i h.-wgo  County.” 

In  1S13,  John  F.  Ernst  and  Bartlett  Rogers  were  chosen 
» jrdens,  and  James  Fenimore  Cooper  was  delegate  to  the 
ct  nvention. 

In  1 S 1 6,  same  wardens.  In  1817,  Daniel  Johnson  was 
'■'•■cted  in  place  of  John  F.  Ernst.  In  the  following  year 
Mr  Ernst  was  again  chose*  warden  with  Mr.  Rogers,  and 
they  were  elected  each  successive  year  until  1824. 

Iu  ISIS,  Mr.  Nash  “ manifested  his  intention  to  resign  the 
r -vt*>p-hip  of  Christ  church,  and  Mr.  F.  T.  Tiffany  was 
* j puiuted,  at  the  request  of  the  vestry,  by  Bishop  Hobart 
m be  a lay  reader  for  the  congregation,”  and  in  1818  he 
evumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the  parish. 

In  lSgl,  Mr.  Tiffany  attended  the  convention,  and  in 
I '22.  Will  iam  II.  Averell  and  J.  D.  Husbands  were  dele- 
During  the  years  1S21  and  1822  the  Rev.  Dr. 

I luitnas  II.  Orderson  officiated  for  this  church  at  various 
t.iu.st  during  the  absence  of  Dr.  Tiffany. 

In  1824,  Bartlett  Rogers  and  Ezra  A\  illiams  were  chosen 
■»rdcns,  and  in  the  following  year  Ezra  Eaton  was  elected 

I, 1  Hace  of  Mr.  illiams.  In  1825,  Ezra  Eaton  and  Anson 

R'-'by  were  chosen  wardens.  In  this  year  the  parish  ceased 
1 be  a missionary  station.  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Higby  con- 
■ oied  as  wardens  until  1S30,  when  George  Pomeroy  was 

"v<-n  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Eaton. 

In  18.11  a lot  adjoining  the  church  was  purchased,  and 
•t'  rectory  built.  Messrs.  Higby  and  Pomeroy  continued 
wardens  until  Easter  Sunday,  1831),  a period  of  eight 
’ ar*.  I 

•1  l'enimore  Cooper  and  E.  D.  Richardson  were  delegates 
the  convention  in  1888.  In  1839,  George  Pomeroy  and 
-I  hn  Russell  were  chosen  wardens,  and  officiated  in  that 
• ‘city  until  1844.  In  1889,  Mr.  Tiffany  was  formally 
f'ctor  of  Christ  church.  In  1844-45,  Messrs. 

1 i 

a.  roy  and  An.-on  Higby  wore  elected  wardens.  May  12, 

1 ’ Mr.  lirtany  resigned  the  rectorship  of  the  parish. 

i ii  . . 1 

legates  tins  year  to  the  convention  were  J.  Fenimore 
I"1  r and  Judge  Samuel  Nelson.  Rev.  Alfred  B.  Beach 
"b  d Mr.  Tiffany,  who  officiated  until  the  call  of  Rev. 

J , |ll,,!  Ihittin,  Nov.  10,  1848.  In  18  Hi,  Rev.  Mr. 
‘ h and  | hcodore  Keese  represented  the  parish  iu  con- 


vention, and  Messrs.  George  Pomeroy  and  Thomas  McIn- 
tosh were  elected  wardens.  In  1847,  wardens,  Henry  Scott 
and  Henry  Miller;  delegates  to  convention,  Rev.  Mr. 
Beach,  Theodore  Keese,  and  J.  Fenimore  Cooper.  1843, 
same  wardens.  Mr.  Battin  entered  upon  the  charge  of  his 
duties  of  rector  Nov.  24,  1848.  1849,  same  wardens; 

Rev.  Mr.  Battin  and  Theodore  Keese  delegates  to  conven- 
tion. 1850,  Henry  Scott  and  Theodore  Keese  wardens; 
and  Theodore  Keese  and  J.  Fenimore  Cooper  delegates  to 
convention.  Wardens  in  1851,  Henry  Scott  and  J.  Feni- 
more Cooper;  the  rector  and  Mr.  Keese  were  in  the  con- 
vention. Wardens  chosen  in  1852,  Messrs.  Henry  Scott  and 
T.  Keese  ; delegates  to  convention,  the  rector,  T.  Keese, 
and  William  II.  Averell.  In  this  year  the  church  edifice 
was  improved  and  beautified,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  parish  the  communicants  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred. 1853,  wardens  same  as  last  year,  and  same  delegates 
to  convention. 

The  historic  records,  as  compiled  by  Rev.  Mr.  Battin, 
extend  to  September,  1S53.  At  the  election  of  wardens 
and  vestry,  at  Easter,  1854,  the  following  were  chosen,  viz. : 
Henry  Scott  and  Theodore  Keese,  wardens ; Hon.  S.  Nelson, 
W.  H.  Averell,  G.  A.  Starkweather,  R.  Cooper,  R.  Davis.  G. 
W.  Ernst,  W.  A.  Comstock,  and  H.  Miller,  vestrymen.  In 
September,  T.  Keese,  S.  Nelson,  and  G.  W.  Ernst  were 
appointed  delegates  to  the  diocesan  convention.  At  the 
Easter  election  in  1855,  L.  C.  Turner  was  chosen  vestry- 
man in  place  of  H.  Miller.  T.  Keese,  S.  Nelson,  and  W. 
H.  Averell  were  elected  delegates  to  the  diocesan  conven- 
tion in  September.  In  1858,  J.  S.  Sprague  was  chosen 
vestryman  in  place  of  G.  A.  Starkweather. 

In  May,  1858,  Rev.  Mr.  Battin  resigned  the  rectorship, 
to  take  effect  Aug.  1.  In  August,  1858,  Rev.  S.  II.  Syu- 
nott,  assistant  minister  of  St.  Peter’s  church,  New  York, 
was  elected  rector.  In  September  of  the  same  year,  Theo. 
Keese  died,  and  at  the  election  in  the  following  year,  Hon. 
S.  Nelson  was  elected  warden  in  his  place,  and  G.  Pomeroy 
Keese  vestryman. 

The  records  of  the  church  are  incomplete  during  the 
rectorship  of  Mr.  Synnott,  the  minutes  of  the  clerk  not 
being  entered  on  the  register. 

During  the  summer  of  1859  a number  of  the  members 
of  the  congregation  replaced  the  old  windows  of  the  church 
with  new  ones  of  staiued  glass,  at  a cost  of  about  §400. 
In  1860  the  present  chapel  within  the  church  grounds  was 
built,  at  a cost  of  about  §1000,  the  amount  being  raised 
among  the  congregation  at  large.  During  the  summer  of 
1865  the  enlargement  of  the  church,  which  had  become  a 
necessity,  was  undertaken,  and  completed  by  November. 
The  nature  of  the  alterations  consisted  in  taking  down  the 
stone  addition  erected  about  twenty-five  years  previously, 
and  building  two  transepts,  each  12  by  20  feet,  and  extend- 
ing the  chancel  10  feet  iu  the  rear.  The  arch  of  the  ceil- 
ing was  raised  5 feet. 

In  November,  1866,  Rev.  Mr.  Synnott  resigned  the 
rectorship  of  the  parish,  and  in  February,  1867,  the  Rev. 
D.  Ilillhouse  Buel  accepted  a call.  He  entered  upon  his 
duties  at  Easter.  The  Rev.  . S.  1\  illiams  had  temporary 
charge  of  the  parish  during  the  season  of  Lent. 

In  1868  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  1I< my 


■ 

' 


1 


. 


. 

276 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


Scott  and  Samuel  Nelson,  wardens;  W.  II.  Avcrell,  G.  W. 
Ernst,  W.  A.  Comstock,  G.  P.  Kccsc,  J.  P.  Sill,  J.  11. 
Worthington,  II.  M.  Hooker,  and  A.  A.  Jarvis,  vestry- 
men. During  this  season  the  roof  of  the  old  part  of  the 
church  was  tinned,  and  other  repairs  and  improvements 
made,  at  an  expenditure  of  $550.  The  delegates  to  the 
diocesan  convention  in  September  were  G.  Pomeroy  Kcese, 
Edward  Clark,  and  Geo.  W.  Ernst. 

The  primary  convention  of  the  new  diocese  in  northern 
New  York  was  held  at  Albany,  in  December  of  this  year. 
G.  W.  Ernst,  G.  P.  Kcese,  and  J.  P.  Sill  were  elected  del- 
egates to  the  same.  The  sum  of  8S00  was  raised  in  the 
parish  at  this  time  as  its  contribution  towards  the  endowment 
of  the  episcopate  in  the  new  diocese  of  Albany.  In  1869, 
Messrs.  Ernst,  Kcese,  and  Alfred  Clarke  were  chosen  dele- 
gates to  the  diocesan  convention.  Oct.  3 1 , resolutions  of  sym- 
pathy and  respect,  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  Alfred 
Clarke,  were  passed  by  the  vestry.  During  1870  about 
$400  were  spent  in  improvements  and  repairs,  including 
the  introduction  of  gas  into  the  chapel.  Messrs.  Ernst, 
Keese,  and  Sill  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  diocesan  con- 
vention. In  1871,  Messrs.  Worthington,  Ernst,  and  Keese 
were  chosen  delegates  to  the  diocesan  convention.  Nov. 
23,  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Dr.  W.  A.  Comstock.  Dr.  F.  U.  Johnston  was  elected 
vestryman  in  place  of  Dr.  Comstock. 

Rev.  D.  H.  Buel  resigned  the  rectorship,  to  take  effect 
May  1.  July  2,  Rev.  Philip  A.  II.  Brown,  an  assistant 
minister  at  St.  Paul’s  chapel,  Trinity  parish,  New  York, 
was  elected  rector.  July  17,  a legacy  of  S1UU0  by  the  late 
Theodore  Keese  was  presented  to  the  vestry  of  the  parish  by 
his  son,  G.  Pomeroy  Keese ; the  same  was  accepted,  to  be 
known  as  the  “Keese  Fund.”  Messrs.  Ernst,  Keese,  and 
Johnston  were  chosen  delegates  to  the  diocesan  convention. 
In  August,  1S73,  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  W.  II.  Averell  were  adopted.  In  November,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Clark  was  elected  vestryman  in  place  of  31  r.  Averell. 
Dec.  14,  resolutions  of  respect  on  the  death  of  Judge  Nel- 
son, wardeu  of  the  parish,  were  adopted.  Dec.  21,  resolu- 
tions on  the  death  of  Henry  Scott,  senior  warden,  were 
adopted. 

In  April,  1874,  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  G. 
W.  Ernst  and  J.  R.  Worthington,  wardens;  J.  P.  Sill, 
Edward  Clark,  G.  P.  Keese,  W.  T.  Bassett,  C.  R.  Burch, 
II.  31.  Hooker,  C.  N.  Hendryx,  and  S.  W.  Nelson,  vestry- 
men. Easter,  1874,  a new  organ  was  placed  in  the  church,  at 
a cost  of  $2500,  aud  a middle  aisle  and  two  side  aisles  in  place 
of  the  former  arrangement.  This  with  other  improvements 
^jvere  made  at  a cost  of  $500.  In  September  of  this  year 
the  Rev.  3Ir.  Brown  resigned  the  rectorship,  to  take  effect 
Oct.  15. 

In  November,  Rev.  Brady  E.  Backus,  an  assistant  min- 
ister of  St.  Peter’s  church,  New  York,  was  called  as  rector. 
A silver  alms-basin  and  altar-vaSes,  which  had  been  in  use 
in  the  parish  since  Trinity  Sunday,  were  presented  to  the 
vestry  by  31  r.  Keese.  The  same  were  the  gift  of  non-resi- 
dents interested  in  the  parish. 

In  1875,  at  the  vestry  elections,  the  following  officers 
were  chosen : G.  W.  Ernst  and  J.  11.  Worthington,  ward- 
ens ; Edward  Clark,  A.  A Jarvis,  J.  1*.  Sill,  II.  31.  Hooker, 


W.  T.  Bassett,  II.  Sturges,  S.  W.  Nelson,  and  (’.  K.  | *,, , 
vestrymen  ; G.  W.  Ernst.  H.  Sturges,  and  J.  R.  Wortl 
ton,  delegates  :o  convention. 

Feb.  24,  1876.  Rev.  B.  E.  Backus  resigned  the  r . • . 
ship.  The  family  of  the  late  Judge  Nelson  regf,.-...  . 
permission  to  erect  a memorial  tablet  in  the  church  t., 
memory  of  Judge  and  3Irs.  Nelson.  This  was  soon  a;:,- 
placed  in  the  church.  In  3Iarch  a call  was  extend'd  • 
Rev.  John  W . Kramer  to  the  rectorship,  which  was  a".  - 
wards  declined.  In  June  a call  to  the  rectorship  of  \ 
parish  was  given  to  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Lord,  D.D.,  hit. 
Vicksburg,  3Iiss.  The  delegates  to  the  diocesan  conventi  • 
were  II.  Sturges,  G.  P.  Kc-ese.  and  Edward  Clark. 

In  1877  the  following  officers  were  elected  : G.  W.  Er  • 
and  J.  R.  Worthington,  wardens;  II.  31.  Hooker.  A A 
Jarvis,  E.  Clark,  II.  Sturges.  3Y.  T.  Bassett,  G.  P.  Iv-.-. 
D.  A.  Avery,  aud  F.  L.  Palmer,  vestrymen  ; II.  Sturj'-- 
G.  P.  Keese,  and  A.  A.  Jarvis,  delegates  to  the  diocesan 
convention. 

In  January,  1S78.  resolutions  on  the  death  of  J.  11. 
Worthington,  late  warden,  were  adopted.  April  23.  tl.. 
following  officers  were  elected : G.  W.  Ernst  and  II 
Sturges,  wardens ; II.  31.  Hooker,  A.  A.  Jarvis,  W.  T. 
Bassett,  G.  P.  Keese,  D.  A.  Avery,  Edward  Clark,  F.  L 
Palmer,  and  J.  Worthington,  vestrymen. 

Easter,  1874,  two  memorial  wiudows  were  placed  in 
the  transept,  by  31 rs.  W.  L.  Carter,  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  W.  H.  Averell  and  3Irs.  Averell.  Easter,  1875.  a 
memorial  window  was  placed  in  the  church  to  the  menn-rv 
ol  the  late  Henry  Scott,  seuior  warden.  Christmas.  1^76. 
the  children  of  the  parish  placed  a circular  window  in  tic 
tower  of  the  church.  Easter,  1S78,  a memorial  window 
was  placed  in  the  church  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Jcde- 
diah  P.  Sill.  The  cost  of  the  wiudows  now  in  the  church 
has  been  upwards  of  $3000. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  num- 
bers about  175  commuuicants. 

sx.  mart's  church. 

This  church  was  organized  by  Father  Gilbride  in  about 
the  year  1847.  The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in 
1855.  The  present  edifice  was  dedicated  in  November. 
1868.  High  mass  was  sung  by  Father  .McGee,  of  All  any, 
assisted  by  Fathers  O’Neil  and  Harington.  The  dedica- 
tory sermon  was  preached  by  Father  O’Neil.  Fathers  Bren- 
nan and  3IcLaughlin  officiated  as  masters  of  ceremony. 
Among  the  clergy  who  have  officiated  for  this  church  ar 
the  names  of  Fathers  Gilbride,  Constantine,  Kinney,  l ur- 
long,  Fitzpatrick,  and  Faroll.  The  church  is  now  in  i 
prosperous  condition,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  ol 
Rev.  Father  Devitt,  to  whom  much  of  its  present  pro-per- 
ity  is  due. 
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CHAPTER  LX  I II. 

COOPEHSTOWN- Continued. 

I „«iwDrj  in  Cooperstown — Organization  of  the  Lodge — First 

, ft. ?rrt Klihu  Phinney — Rowland  Cotton — .James  Fiteh — Ttie 

f t-tl  Meeting — Officers  and  Brethren  Present — Erection  of  Ma- 
m.ttc  Hall — Interesting  Ceremonies — Dedication  of  tho  Hall — 
f , .^rr, lings  of  tho  Lodge  on  the  Announcement  of  tho  Death  of 
(j.teral  bington — Anti-Masonic  Period — Decline  of  the  Lodge 

»ul>»e<iucot  Activity — Warrant  granted  in  Continuation  of  Old 
Masters  from  1798  to  1S7S. 

FREEMASONRY  IN  COOPERSTOWN.* 

{ h the  year  1793,  a number  of  brethren  residing  in 
t ..  j.r>town  and  towns  adjacent,  petitioned  the  Grand 
|,  d.'f  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  a warrant  empowering 
tie  t»  to  assemble  according  to  the  usages  of  the  “ Most 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Ma->un,”  and  in  due  time  the  grand  lodge  granted  the 

• arrant,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Wit,  thg  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  IIonohabi.e 
V«»n:iiNirr  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of 
*»  i w York,  in  ample  form  assembled,  according  to  the  old  constitu- 
i ti«  regularly  and  solemnly  established  under  the  auspices  of  Prince 
Edwin  at  the  City  of  York,  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  of  Masonry 
« viz.,  the  Most  Worshipful,  the  Honorable  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
1>-|  , Chancellor  of  the  State,  Grand  Master;  the  Right  Worshipful 
Morton,  Esq.,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  the  Right  Worshipful 
J uni'i  Scott,  Esq.,  Senior  Grand  Warden  ; the  Right  Worshipful  Dc 
" it  Cliuton,  Esq.,  Junior  Grand  Warden:  Do,  by  these  presents, 
»<  point,  authorize,  and  empower  our  Worthy  Brother  Elihu  Phinney 
Is  I r the  Master,  our  Worthy  Brother  Rowland  Cotton  to  be  tho 
Namr  Warden,  and  our  Worthy  Brother  James  Fitch  to  be  tho 
Junior  Warden  of  a lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  to  be  by 
<irtue  liercof  constituted,  formed,  and  held  at  Cooperstown,  in  the 
scanty  of  Otsego  ami  State  of  New  York,  which  lodge  shall  bo  dis- 
t-eguishcd  by  the  name,  or  style,  of  “Otsego  Lodge,  No.  -40.” 

After  which  is  enumerated  certain  duties  and  privileges 
5»  rtaining  to  said  lodge.  The  warrant  is  dated  “ the  four- 
!<-«  uth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
•wen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  aud  in  the  year  of  our  Ma- 
•"'iry  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,”  and 
,;-’T>cd  “John  Abrams,  Grand  Secretary.” 

Hy  appointment,  Brothers  Phinney,  Cotton,  and  Fitch 
ttvl.;  a special  journey  to  the  city  of  Albany,  and  were 
’•■"re  duly  installed  by  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Peter 
^ ales,  Esq.,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  on  the  even- 
i:- •"  “f  Thursday,  Dec.  31,  1793. 
dh"  tl rst  meeting  of  the  lodge  was  held  at  the  dwelling- 

• Uv'  of  Worshipful  Brother  Phinney,  in  Second  street 
“■•w  Main  street),  Cooperstown,  on  Thursday,  the  first  day 

• / March,  179(3,  the  following  officers  and  brethren  being 
i ,''’  iit:  Elihu  Phinney,  W.  M.  ; Rowland  Cotton,  S.  W., 
Uuii-s  Fitch,  J.  W. ; Benjamin  Gilbert,  Treas.  ; Richard 

* • " aril,  s.  D. ; Lewis  Edson,  J.  I>. ; Stephen  Ingalls,  S.  S. ; 
U\i  Collar,  J.  S. ; Ezra  Eaton,  Tyler.  Nathaniel  Gott, 
^ r'h  I aimer,  Joel  Draper,  and  l*.  Parker. 

D this  meeting  Elijah  Holt,  Esq.,  Timothy  Morse,  Esq., 

* m as  \\  hiticar,  and  Anselm  'Williams  applied  for  the 
r,N  s,  and  were  subsequently  initiated.  During  this  year 
■'  ’"iir  members  were  added  hy  initiation,  and  four  others 
"filiation.  Among  these  new  members  appear  the  names 

* By  Frederick  A.  Go  Ho. 


of  citizens  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Otsego  Countv, 
viz.,  Dr.  Joseph  White,  Joseph  Tunnicliff,  Gen.  Jacob 
Morris,  James  Avcrill,  Paschall  Franchot,  Richard  Cary, 
Erastus  Root,  and  others. 

In  July  preparations  were  made  to  move  the  lodge  from 
the  house  of  Wor.  Bro.  Phinney,  and  in  August  the  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  lodge-chamber  in  the  house  of  Bro. 
Huntington,  southwest  corner  of  Second  and  West  streets 
(now  Main  and  Pioneer).  On  the  occasion  of  the  festival 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  (Dec.  27),  the  day  was  ob- 
served with  suitable  ceremonies  hy  the  craft.  A discourse 
was  delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  Camp,  of  Canaan,  Columbia 
county.  Bro.  Huntington  spread  the  table  of  refreshments, 
around  which  some  sixty  or  seventy  brethren  assembled, 
besides  several  distinguished  visitors,  among  whom  was 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott.  In  the  following  year  (1797)  twenty- 
eight  members  were  added  by  initiation,  arid  one  by  affilia- 
tion, among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  Samuel  Crafts.  F. 
Herrick,  and  others.  During  this  year  a contract  was  made 
for  a building  for  the  use  of  the  craft.  A lot  was  selected 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  West  and  Front  streets,  and. 
pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  lodge,  “ Masonic  Hall”  was 
raised  on  Saturday,  June  24,  that  day  being  the  festival  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist.  Tradition  relates  that  “ not  a loud 
word  was  spoken  upon  the  ground  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, nor  a metal  tool  used.”* 

At  the  annual  communication — Dec.  5,  1797 — it  was 
resolved  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
and  dedicate  the  hall  on  the  same  day.  “ The  ceremonies 
on  this  occasion  were  performed  in  a most  satisfactory  man- 
ner. In  his  usual  happy  style,  Wor.  Bro.  Phinney  com- 
posed a dedication  song  for  the  occasion.” 

In  the  next  year,  1798,  fifteen  new  members  were  added 
to  the  lodge,  which  we  find  working  prosperously  and  har- 
moniously. There  are  occasionally  causes  for  Masonic  dis- 
cipline, such  as  suspension  or  expulsion  for  intemperance 
and  other  unmasonic  conduct.  On  June  4,  at  a stated 
meeting,  a committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  his  honor, 
Judge  Cooper,  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  Otsego  lodge 
for  the  donation  of  the  lot  on  which  the  Masonic  hu_i 
stands. 

The  year  1799  shows  a condition  of  prosperity  in  the 
lodge,  and  a goodly  addition  to  its  membership.  At  the 
stated  meeting  held  on  Jan.  7,  1800,  the  death  of  our 
worthy  and  illustrious  brother,  Geueral  George  Washing- 
ton, was  duly  announced  by  Wor.  Bro.  Phinney,  when, 
after  reading  and  adopting  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York 
on  this  mournful  occasion,  it  was  unanimously 

Ileenlrcd,  That  the  members  of  this  lodge  wear  mourning  f>r  the 
term  of  six  inonlhs  ns  n tribute  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  th.  ir 
illustrious  and  well-beloved  brother.  General  George  Washington, 
who  left  this  terrestrial  for  tho  Celestial  Lvthje  December  1 I.  anno 
lucis  5799. 

* Fifty-five  years  later  (in  1 s 5 1 ) it  is  recorded  in  the  b • k of  min- 
utes that  while  relaying  the  foundation  of  Masonic  ball  a pi." 
copper,  10  by  51  inches,  was  found,  with  this  inscription  engrave! 
thereon:  u Anna  f.ncis  .If  DCCX  C I’ / 1.,  die  Jnnii  A’  A / I”.  //•:  • .1  . i 
crertata  fnit  a nienthris  Ols*  •JO  Latomarmn  Sacietatis.  li.  I \ M. 
catn  ritui  Filiontin  Lucis. 

A'vn  nobis  sotnm  mill  smnus 

Scfl  jinrUni  I'ati  iir  parluu  Amide.'* 
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Rewired,  That  the  lodge-room  he  clothed  in  mourning  during  tho 
term  aforesaid. 

And  irhcrtm,  The  Congress  of  tho  United  States  have,  by  resolu- 
tion, “commended  to  the  pooplo  of  tho  United  States  to  assemble  on 
the  twenty-second  day  of  February  next,  in  such  numbers  and  man- 
Dcr  as  may  be  convenient,  publicly  to  testify  their  grief  for  the  death 
of  General  George  Washington  by  suitable  eulogies,  orations,  and 
discourses,  or  by  public  prayers,"  therefore, 

Rr.tolced,  That  the  members  of  this  lodge  be  notified  to  assemble 
at  the  lodge-room  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February  next  at  12 
o'clock  m.,  for  the  purpoao  so  recommended,  and  that  Bro.  Eli  l’ar- 
sons  be  requested  to  deliver  an  oration  before  this  lodgo  on  the 
solemn  occasion. 

According  to  appointment  the  lodge  was  held  on  Febru- 
ary 22,  there  being  a large  attendance  of  the  brethren,  and 
Bro.  Parsons  delivered  an  eloquent  oration  suitably  adapted 
to  the  occasion. 

The  minutes  of  the  lodge  record  harmonious  work  for  a 
series  of  years.  Every  year  the  brethren  celebrate  the  fes- 
tival of  one  of  their  patron  saints,  on  which  occasion  it  was 
their  custom  to  walk  in  Masonic  procession  to  one  of  the 
churches,  preceded  bv  a band  of  music,  and  after  listening 
to  an  appropriate  discourse  by  a reverend  brother,  return  to 
the  lodge-room.  The  remainder  of  the  day  would  be  spent 
in  convivial  enjoyment,  indulging  iu  “ the  feast  of  reason 
and  the  flow  of  soul.” 

It  appears  that  at  a regular  meeting,  on  Jan.  4,  1806, 
this  lodge  voted  to  recommend  Brother  Joseph  White  for 
Master,  Brother  Peter  Magher  for  Senior  Warden,  and 
Brother  Elijah  IIoll  for  Junior  Warden  of  a lodge  to  be 
established  at  Cherry  Valley,  and  to  be  known  by  the  name 
of  Triuity  lodge. 

On  July  13,  1813,  a number  of  brethren  attended  the 
funeral  of  Right  Worshipful  Brother  Elihu  Phinney.  On 
returning  to  the  lodge  it  was  voted,  “ that  as  a testimony 
of  respect  for  the  memory  of  our  brother  and  principal 
founder  of  this  lodge, — Elihu  Phinney,  Esq., — that  this 
lodge  be  clothed  with  mourning  for  the  term  of  three 
mouths  from  this  date.” 

The  lodge  continued  in  a steady  prosperous  course,  its 
meetings  well  attended,  and  its  councils  harmonious.  Death 
had  been  unsparing  here,  as  elsewhere,  and  the  ndnutes 
record  many  occasions  when  a departed  brother  had  been 
laid  in  his  final  resting-place  with  Masonic  ceremonies,  and 
the  customary  resolutions  of  regret  and  eulogy  were  passed 
on  these  occasions.  The  charter  members  had  nearly  all 
been  summoned  by  the  Grand  Architect  to  the  Celestial 
lodge  above.  One  of  the  last,  Brother  James  Fitch,  whose 
name  appears  in  the  warrant  as  Junior  Warden,  died  iu 
March,  1822.  He  was  borne  to  tho  grave  by  his  younger 
bretl  iron,  and  his  remains  interred  with  due  Masonic  honors. 

The  time  now  approaches  when  the  prosperous  career  of 
the  lodge  will  receive  a severe  check,  when  partisan  fanati- 
cism and  ignorance  will  be  arrayed  against  our  beloved  in- 
stitution, and  Masons  are  to  suffer  persecution  and  ostra- 
cism. Many  of  the  weaker  brethren  apostatized  from  our 
order,  and  became  conspicuous  among  its  persecutors.  Old 
Otsego  lodge,  like  many  of  her  sisters,  came  near  being 
shipwrecked  by  the  violent  waves  of  persecution,  but 
thanks  to  a noble  few,  who  manfully  adhered  to  their  duty 
and  stood  by  their  posts,  she  weathered  the  storm,  and 
finally  came  out  of  the  conflict  triumphant,  although  sadly 


exhausted  and  depleted  in  numbers.  It  is  but  justice  r-, 
the  honored  few  who  stood  by  their  beloved  institute  „ 
and  their  dear  old  lodge  in  the  dark  days  of  adversity 
that  their  names  should  appear  on  record,  as  an  exami 
of  firmness  and  fortitude  to  their  younger  brethren,  remind- 
ing them  of  that  debt  of  gratitude  they  owe  to  those  win, 
stemmed  the  tide  of  persecution,  hatred,  and  malice  of  tl . 
anti-Masonic  period.  After  the  lapse  of  half  a century 
their  names  are  honored  and  recalled  with  reverence  and 
gratitude  by  their  successors.  And  foremost  among  this 
noble  band  was  the  then  Worshipful  Master,  E.  B.  Crandai. 
William  Nichols,  Kent  Jarvis,  Ariel  Thayer,  Seth  Double- 
day, Jr.,  William  Wilson,  Chas.  Thurston,  Wiliiam  Temple. 
William  Lewis,  Harvey  Luce,  Abner  Graves,  and  a few 
others.  Two  out  of  this  number  are  yet  spared  to  us.  and 
these  venerable  brethren  (one  of  them  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year,  the  other  a few  years  his  junior)  retain  undiminished 
their  old  love  for  the  institution  of  Freemasonry,  and  are 
occasionally  present  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the  lodge. 

The  following  is  recorded  by  Worshipful  Brother  E.  B.« 
Crandall : “ Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1826,  some  few 
of  the  members  of  the  lodge,  becoming  somewhat  restive 
under  the  proscription  of  political  anti-Masonrv,  appeared 
in  a body  and  notified  the  Worshipful  Master  that  at  the 
approaching  regular  meeting  of  the  lodge  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  move  the  lodge  to  surrender  its  warrant,  as  a 
step  towards  appeasing  public  opinion  and  allaying  the 
political  excitement  then  everywhere  raging  in  the  State. 
The  Worshipful  Master  replied  that  he  did  not  consider  it 
a favored  question,  and  he  should  refuse  to  entertain  it 
before  the  lodge  unless  all  its  members  were  previously 
notified  of  the  intention,  and  so  long  as  he  remained  the 
depositary  of  the  warrant,  and  was  sustained  by  the  con- 
stitutional number  of  Masons ; or,  in  other  words,  unless  all 
its  members  unite  iu  the  proposed  movement,  he  would 
never  consent  to  surrender  the  warrant  for  such  purpose. 
He  further  observed  that  if  they  concurred  he  would  notify 
the  meeting  to  be  held  at  an  early  hour,  and  then  inform- 
ally consider  what  might  be  done  under  the  then  existing 
state  of  public  feeling,  and  whatever  might  be  determined 
on  by  the  brethren  assembled,  short  of  a surrender,  etc.,  he, 
for  one,  would  cheerfully  observe.  Accordingly,  it  was 
afterwards  informally  agreed  that  as  an  experiment  this 
lodge  would  cease  from  its  labors,  keep  its  property  in- 
sured. and  standing  good  in  grand  lodge,  and  meet  only 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  its  unfinished  business  and  of 
organization,  by  the  annual  election  of  officers,  or  otherwise, 
as  circumstances  might  specially  require. 

The  following  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  in  1S37  : “ On 
the  19th  day  of  August  departed  this  life  Brother  Ezra 
Eaton,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  So  remarkable  was  our 
venerable  brother  for  his  punctual  attendance  that  he  was 
elected  twenty-nine  times  to  the  office  of  Tyler  ot  the  lod.v. 
The  brethren  attended  bis  funeral  at  his  late  resident.-'  in 
Middlefield,  and  assisted  in  the  performance  of  the  t ■re- 
monies at  the  grave.” 

He  was  the  last  of  the  charter-members.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that  he  filled  the  office  of  Tyler  at  the  fir.-t  mectit  2 
of  the  Indue,  as  described  in  tins  sketch. 

Tho  lodge  continued  to  meet  but  once  a year,  for  the 
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•t ,;ioii  of  officers,  and  thus  maintain  its  organization,  as 
a -a-ctl  upon  in  1826.  Occasionally  they  initiated  a candi- 
,Ute,  calling  it  nnjhtislietl  /justness,  and  other  members  were 
add'd  by  affiliation.  The  records  were  kept  during  this  j 
j.  ril'd  by  Worthy  Brother  E.  B.  Crandal,  who  was  for  many 
*,-ars  secretary,  and  to  whom  the  lodge  is  largely  indebted 
f r the  careful  preservation  of  its  archives  and  documents. 
His  record  tells  us  that  fur  near  twenty  years  the  lodge  had 
nut  done  regular  Masonic  work ; that  although  in  the  year 
1S35  an  attempt  was  made  to  revive  its  stated  meetings,  a 
vote  to  that  effect  being  passed  by  a small  majority,  yet 
••  the  opposition  was  so  strong,  and  so  earnest,  it  seemed  as 
if  i he  time  had  not  arrived,  and  the  resolution  was  suffered 
to  px<s  by  inoperative.” 

In  1845  a strong  desire  was  manifested  by  the  brethren 
to  resume  labor,  but  time  and  the  tide  of  emigration  had  so 
reduced  the  number  of  members  residing  within  a reason- 
able distance  that  it  was  difficult  at  times  to  get  together 
a sufficient  number  for  the  election  of  officers.  At  the 
election,  Dec.  9,  1845,  the  desire  among  the  remaining  few 
to  resume  work,  and  revive  the  lodge  into  activity,  was 
strongly  manifested,  and  it  was 

Revolted,  That  when  this  lodge  closes,  it  shall  stand  closed  till  the 
next  St.  John’s  day  ( Dec.  27),  at  two  o'clock  por.,  at  which  time  shall 
ho  installed  the  officers  elect,  and  that  our  brother  Chaplain  be  re- 
quested to  deliver  a discourse  on  the  occasion. 

The  officers  were  duly  installed  on  the  day  appointed,  but 
Brother  Potter,  the  Chaplain,  being  abroad  at  the  time,  the 
discourse  failed. 

During  the  year  1846  the  regular  meetings  of  the  lodge 
wore  punctually  attended,  but  the  members  were  aware  that 
their  condition  was  one  of  irregularity,  they  not  having 
paid  any  dues  to,  or  held  any  communication  with,  the 
grand  lodge  for  a number  of  years,  and,  as  a consequence, 
their  warrant  had  become  forfeitable  ; but  such  also  was  the 
condition  of  most  other  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  it 
was  expected  that  the  grand  lodge,  on  being  appealed  to. 
and  “ the  true  state  of  our  situation  laid  before  it,  would 
hail  our  renovation  with  rapture,  and  again  fold  us  iu  its 
fraternal  embraces.” 

During  the  year  1S47,  16  new  members  were  added  by 
initiation  and  11  by  affiliation.  Among  the  former  were 
Brothers  James  L.  Fox  and  Eliab  P.  Byram,  both  of  whom 
became  Masters  of  the  lodge  for  a number  of  years,  and  to 
whom  the  lodge  is  largely  indebted  for  its  subsequent  pros- 
Jicrity. 

At  the  annual  communication  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
■''late  of  New  York,  in  IS48,  the  matter  of  Otsego  lodge 
w as  referred  to  a committee  who  reported  that,  “ in  view  of 
the  facts  in  the  case  presented,  and  in  consideration  of  most 
*4  its  members  as  men  of  moral  worth  and  integrity,  your 
committee  would  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolution: 

‘ Ihmth-erl,  That  a new  warrant  be  granted  to  Otsego  lodge,  No.  -10, 

,n  continuation  of  the  old  warrant,  on  payment  of  the  constitutional 
he;  that  Ariel  Thayer  he  named  therein  as  Master,  James  L.  Fox, 
Ntiior  Warden,  and  Eliab  P.  Byram,  Junior  Warden;  and,  under  J 
thc>  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  ease,  said  lodge  is  also  allowed  to 
r'  tam  its  old  warrant,  with  an  endorsement  therein,  written  on  its 
‘ W’*',  that  a now  warrant  has  been  issued  in  continuation  thereof.”* 
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By  the  new  warrant  Otsego  lodge  became  No.  138. 
Her  true  numerical  rank  in  the  list  of  lodges  in  the  State 
is  No.  13,  which  we  are  prepared  to  prove  by  argument  and 
record.  These,  however,  would  not  be  interesting  in  this 
place.  The  officers  named  in  the  new  warrant  were  in- 
stalled, and  the  lodge  was  once  more  launched  on  the  sea 
of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  which  has  continued  to  the 
present  day. 

The  following  Is  a list  of  Masters  of  Otsego  lodge,  from 
its  foundation  to  the  present  time  (1877):  Elihu  Phinney, 
three  years,  to  1798 ; Richard  Edwards,  two  years,  to  I860  ; 
Elihu  Phinney,  one  year,  to  1861  ; Joshua  Dewey,  three 
years,  to  1804;  Elijah  II.  Metcalf,  three  years,  to  1S07  ; 
William  Sprague,  three  years,  to  1810;  Benjamin  Wight, 
one  year,  to  1811  ; Chester  Griswold,  one  year,  to  1S12  ; 
William  Sprague,  one  year,  to  1813;  Boger  Haskell,  one 
year,  to  1814;  Samuel  Starkweather,  two  years,  to  1816  ; 
William  Nichols,  two  years,  to  1818;  Ambrose  L.  Jordan, 
one  year,  to  1819;  Harvey  Luce,  one  year,  to  1820; 
Edward  B.  Crandall,  two  years,  to  1822  ; Harvey  Luce, 
one  year,  to  1S23  ; Edward  B.  Crandall,  one  year,  to  1824  ; 
Ariel  Thayer,  one  year,  to  1825  ; Edward  B.  Crandall,  one 
year,  to  1S26;  Ariel  Thayer,  nine  years,  to  1835;  Chas. 
Thurston,  two  years,  to  1837  ; Joseph  White,  one  year,  to 
1883  ; Ariel  Thayer,  one  year,  to  1839  ; Charles  Thurston, 
six  years,  to  1S45  ; Ariel  Thayer,  two  years,  to  1847; 
James  Hyde,  one  year,  to  184S  ; James  L.  Fox,  four  years, 
to  1852;  Eliab  P.  Byram,  three  years,  to  1S55;  Ariel 
Thayer,  one  year,  to  1856  ; Eliab  P.  Byram.  three  years,  to 
1S59 ; Delos  L.  Birge,  one  year,  to  1860  ; Eliab  P.  Byram, 
two  years,  to  1862 , Rufus  C.  Doubleday,  one  year,  to 
1863;  Chas.  W.  Tomlinson,  three  years,  to  1866;  James 
A.  Lynes,  two  years,  to  1868;  Frederick  A.  Goffe,  two 
years,  to  1870  ; Nelson  Beach,  one  year,  to  1871  ; Seth  J. 
Temple,  two  years,  to  1S73;  Frederick  A.  Goffe,  two  years, 
to  1875;  Lyman  H.  Hills,  one  year,  to  1S76;  Frederick 
A.  Goffe,  one  year,  to  1877. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


CALVIN  GRAVES, 

son  of  Abner  and  Mary  Graves,  was  born  in  Walpole,  N. 
H.,  Sept.  11,  1794.  In  the  same  year  bis  father  left  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  of  bis  New  England  home,  and 
with  his  family  emigrated  to  Otsego  County,  then  consid- 
ered an  outpost  of  civilization.  At  that  time  Rochester 
was  a swamp  and  Syracuse  a “ salt  lick."  There  were  but 
a few  rude  structures  on  the  site  of  the  present  flourishing 
city  of  Utica,  and  Buffalo  had  not  yet  received  its  first 
permanent  white  settler.  Otsego  County  was  a wilderness, 
and  the  red  man  still  wandered  through  the  adjacent  forest. 
This  was  the  state  «>f  the  country  when  Abner  Grav  - 
raised  the  standard  of  home  in  Coopcrstown.  lie  was. 
however,  well  qualified  to  endure  the  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life.  He  died,  at  the  close  of  an  active  and  useful 
career,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

Like  many  of  the  prominent  and  successful  business 
men  of  to-day,  Calvin  Graves,  the  subject  oi  this  memoir, 
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received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the  district 
school.  He  was  a faithful  attendant  at  the  school  early 
taught  in  this  village  by  Oliver  Cory;  and  although  the 
educational  advantages  of  those  early  days  were  meagre, 
still  he  succeeded  well  in  his  studies,  and  subsequently  en- 
tered the  Cooperstown  academy,  where  he  pursued  his 
studies  with  diligence  and  attention,  and  succeeded  in 
acquiring  an  education  that  well  qualified  him  for  his  sub- 
sequent successful  business  career. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  commenced  business  with 
his  father,  and  during  the  War  of  1S12  they  had  charge  of 
the  commissary  depot,  and  furnished  the  troops  from  this 
county  with  rations. 

In  1820  he  united  in  marriage  with  Fanny  Carlisle,  a 
native  of  Walpole,  N.  H.,  born  in  December,  1793.  They 
have  three  children  living, — two  daughters  and  one  son, — 
viz. : Harriette  M.  Wilson,  resides  in  Cooperstown  ; she  has 
two  sons,  Frank  B.  and  George  B.  Wilson,  merchants,  in 
the  city  of  Detroit.  The  other  daughter  married  Hon. 
George  Green,  and  resides  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  They 
have  seven  children  living,  Calvin  G.,  George,  William, 
Elizabeth,  Robert,  Francis,  and  Woodward.  Judge  Green 
is  a prominent  business  man,  and  at  one  time  was  president 
of  five  different  railroads.  He  is  now  largely  interested  in 
railroads  in  the  west  and  southwest.  John  C.  Graves 
married  Mary  L.  Keyes,  and  resides  in  Cooperstown. 
They  have  one  child,  Fanny  G.,  wife  of  Lionel  II.  Cooke, 
M.D.,  a practicing  physician  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Calvin  Graves  has  been  largely  engaged  in  mercantile 
business,  real-estate  transactions,  etc.,  and  has  ever  been 
closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  village.  He  was 
a member  of  the  first  board  of  directors  of  the  old  Otsego 
CouDty  bank,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  bank  was  chosen  its  president. 

Mr.  Graves  is  a self-made  man.  Early  in  life  he  learned 
that  the  way  leading  to  success  was  no  royal  road,  but  was 
open  to  strong  hands  and  willing  hearts. 

“Honor  and  fame  from  no  condition  rise; 

Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies.” 

He  early  established  methodical  business  habits,  and  his 
energy  and  perseverance,  coupled  witli  integrity  of  charac- 
ter worthy  of  emulation,  has  rendered  his  life  a success. 
Politically,  he  is  a Republican,  and  has  labored  earnestly  to 
advance  the  interests  of  that  party.  He  manifests  an 
interest  in  religious  matters,  and  his  long  and  active  business 
career  has  ever  been  characterized  by  a consistent  Christian 
spirit.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Although  now  past  the  Scriptural  age  of  threescore  and 
ten,  and  somewhat  infirm  in  body,  he  retains  his  mental 
faculties  in  a remarkable  degree,  and  vividly  relates  scenes 
and  incidents  of  “ye  olden  time.”  He  is  one  of  Coopers- 
town’s  most  highly-esteemed  and  venerable  citizens,  and 
may  the  remaining  years  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage  be  passed 
peacefully,  and  when  the  insatiate  archer,  Death,  summons 
him  away,  may  he  go 

“ Liko  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him, 

Aud  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.” 


WILLIAM  IIOLT  AVERELL 

was  born  in  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  in  1791,  seven  yam 
after  his  father  came  to  the  town  of  Otsego.  He  receiv.  1 
a thorough  education,  and  graduated  at  Union  college.  H, 
subsequently  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  praetiiv. 
He  did  not  long  continue  actively  engaged  in  his  pr<>f<  s- 
sion,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
found  his  time  fully  occupied  with  the  management  of  bis 
business  and  estate.  Mr.  Averell  continued  to  reside  in 
Cooperstown  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  August. 
1873.  His  ancestors  were  mainly  of  English  origin,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  country.  lie  had 
some  French  blood  in  his  veins,  and  inherited  many  of  the 
characteristics  and  distinguishing  features  of  that  people. 
His  grandfather  served  for  a short  time  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution. 

Mr.  Averell  never  held  any  public  office  except  that  of 
bank  commissioner,  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  1S41  by 
the  governor  and  senate.  The  duties  of  this  office  were 
discharged  with  marked  fidelity  and  intelligence.  Ills  polit- 
ical convictions  and  opinions  were  of  the  most  pronounced 
character ; and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  active  political 
life — contending  in  the  minority — he  was  a valuable  and 
influential  man,  and  was  recognized  as  a leading  mind  by 
the  most  prominent  Whigs  of  the  State  during  the  exist- 
ence of  that  party.  Mr.  Averell  once  or  twice  accepted  a 
nomination  for  congress  against  great  odds  and  with  no 
expectation  of  election. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  directors  of  the  Otsego  County 
bank,  organized  in  1830;  he  always  remained  a member  of 
the  board,  and  was  several  years  its  president.  He  continued 
in  the  First  National  bank  as  director  aud  principal  share- 
holder. 

Intellectually,  Mr.  Averell  had  no  superiors  in  this  county 
and  few  in  the  State.  His  brain  was  large,  his  perceptive 
faculties  acute,  his  mind  active,  and  his  memory  excellent. 
He  had  a keen  sense  of  humor;  and  his  acquaintance  with 
men  and  history  made  him  a most  interesting  companion 
for  young  and  old.  He  was  of  the  “ old  school,”  and  held 
his  views  and  opinions  with  firmness  and  tenacity ; but  lie 
never  hrrbored  a grudge  or  cherished  animosity.  To  the 
poor  he  was  a constant  benefactor  ; and  when  a man  en- 
joyed his  confidence  lie  was  his  friend  for  life. 

His  interest  in  his  native  village  was  unflagging;  but 
with  the  prodigality  and  extravagance  of  the  times,  so 
especially  marked  after  the  inflation  attending  a paper  cur- 
rency, he  was  ever  at  war. 

He  was  an  Episcopalian,  and  long  a vestryman  in  Christ 
church  in  this  village. 

The  friends  who  knew  Mr.  Averell  well  for  many  years 
will  long  remember  him  for  his  many  excellent  deed.-,  kindly 
traits  of  character,  his  great  courtesy,  his  warm  heart,  his 
hospitality,  aud  his  usefulness. 


EDWARD  CLARK. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at  Athens,  Greene 
county,  N.  Y.,  f)ec.  19,  1811.  His  father,  Nathan  Clark, 
who  was  a successful  manufacturer,  is  still  living  and  in 
good  health,  at  the  advanced  ago  of  nearly  ninety-one  years. 
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I <■-  > who  the  youngest  of  a family  of  twelve 

* wa.*  the  daughter  of  John  Nichols,  of  Waterbury, 
s xnd  he  was  of  the  same  family  as  Richard  Nichols, 

Cv.„  tfciodcr  of  the  expeditionary  force  by  which  the  city  of 
V»rk  was  taken  from  the  Dutch. 

^ , rarliest  school  instruction  which  Mr.  Clark  can 
ct  was  received  from  a Mr.  Bosworth,  a placid  old 
*h<»  ^n*r  h'3  own  stockings,  and  had  a talent  for 
very  ctnall  children.  The  rudiments  of  Latin  were 
le.c-'rrrd  under  the  instruction  of  E.  King,  Esq.,  who  then 
jkofl  in  academy  at  Hudson.  Mr.  King  was  one  of  the 
(?«e/ic^r  _T-aduates  of  Williams  college,  and  belonged  to  the 
jaijfc'to-li.'S  as  William  Cullen  Bryant.  Subsequently,  and 
the  boy  was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  he  was  trans- 
tirf-l  to  the  academy  at  Lenox,  Mass.,  then  under  the  di- 
,,n  of  John  Hotchkin,  a very  thorough  and  successful 
u*  her.  He  remained  at  Lenox  about  four  years,  and  had 
„ lfcn  into  him  in  the  usual  way  a reasonable  amount  of 
and  Greek,  with  other  learning  more  or  less  useful. 
A ) it.?  there  he  acquired  a taste  for  indiscriminate  reading. 
\ ^mall  library  of  about  five  hundred  volumes  belonged  to 
S,c  scademy.  The  boy  read  every  volume,  and  it  was  for- 
tunate that  the  selection  of  books  was  not  a bad  one. 

I’t  rhaps  the  greatest  advantage  derived  from  this  aca- 
d , tide  course  by  this  boy  came  in  a way  and  through  cir- 
maj'tances  not  at  all  defensible.  When  young  Clark  first 

* ■»il  to  Lenox  he  had  never  been  absent  for  any  consider- 
c !e  |x'riod  from  home,  and  had  been  accustomed  to  be  in- 
euL’vd  by  an  admiring  mother  and  aunts  in  every  imagin- 
able way.  The  abrupt  change  from  home-life  to  the  rough 
< tqeriences  of  a public  school  was  not  at  all  agreeable.  It 

* in  not  his  habit,  at  that  time,  to  submit  quietly  to  any- 
thing disagreeable.  Therefore,  one  day  not  long  after 
mu-ring  the  school,  he  departed  from  Lenox  without  the 
i nualitv  of  giving  any  one  notice  of  his  going,  and  took 

course,  ou  foot  and  alone,  for  home,  which  he  reached 
wt'.ly  and  in  good  time.  He  was  received  there  very  affec- 
'••  uatcly  by  his  mother,  but  the  sterner  father  quietly  re- 
tcirkcd,  " Edward,  you  can  take  your  supper  and  go  to  bed. 
1 -marrow  I shall  take  you  back  to  school.”  The  next  day, 
t-rordingly,  he  was  taken  back  to  Lenox.  Aud  this  same 
; r<-_'T3mme.  during  a period  of  about  one  year,  was  repeated 
>t  and  over  acain,  the  disobedient  hardihood  of  the  boy 

I'-  ing  corrected  by  the  patient  persistence  of  the  father. 

‘ ■•ally,  in  consequence  of  new  boys  joining  the  school, 
*'  > were  pleasant  companions,  and  perhaps  a greater  fa- 
t-  arity  with  things  which  had  at  first  been  unpleasant,  the 
• y Wvame  reconciled  to  the  school  and  its  teachers,  and 
'•  terrible  feeling  of  homc-siekness  was  overcome.  The 
l"  tlcia.1  result  of  the  struggle  before  hinted  at  was  this  : 
it  tv  .ran  the  boy  was  of  slight,  delicate  frame,  and 
:"Ui "d  sickly  in  constitution  ; when  it  ended  his  muscles 
v r''  tike  steel,  and  ho  was  a trained  athlete.  He  could, 

I several  times  did  as  a matter  of  choice,  walk,  without 
; ping  and  without  refreshment,  the  entire  distance  from 
'( "X  to  Hudsou,  thirty  miles,  and  was  not  fatigued  at  the 
’ -1  "t  the  walk. 

1'*  th-.  autumn  of  1S2G  young  Clark  entered  the  fresh - 
•">  class  of  Williams  college,  where  he  remained  the  fol- 
four  Years,  and  graduated  with  tolerable  credit  in 




1S30.  Of  the  faults  and  follies  incident  to  college  life 
he  was  always  ready  to  admit  his  full  share,  though  he 
generally  exercised  sufficient  caution  not  to  be  found  out 
in  any  infraction  of  college  laws.  He  devoted  himself 
more  to  literature  tharr  to  science,  and  was  successful  in 
such  studies  as  suited  his  natural  tastes,  but  was  deficient 
in  the  mathematical  branches. 

Having  selected  the  law  as  a profession,  Mr.  Clark,  in 
the  autumn  of  18)50,  entered  the  law-office  of  Ambrose  L. 
Jordan,  Esq.,  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.  Hudson  was  at  that  time 
somewhat  distinguished  as  a school  for  intended  lawyers, 
and  the  fortnightly  debates  at  the  court-house,  conducted 
by  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  and  by  the  law-students, 
were  attended  by  all  the  cultivated  people  of  the  city,  and 
are  remembered  to  this  day  on  account  of  the  frequent  dis- 
play of  great  forensic  ability.  In  the  office  of  Mr.  Jordan 
there  were  usually  from  ten  to  twelve  students.  After  a 
course  of  three  years’  study,  and  a very  extensive  experi- 
ence in  the  way  of  copying  and  preparing  law  papers,  Mr. 
Clark  was  admitted  as  an  attorney,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
1833  opened  an  office  and  began  the  practice  of  law  in  the 
city  of  Poughkeepsie. 

In  October,  1835,  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Caroline, 
eldest  daughter  of  Ambrose  L.  Jordan,  Esq.,  and  in  May, 
1837,  a law  partnership  was  formed  between  Messrs.  Jor- 
dan and  Clark,  which  continued  about  sixteen  years.  On 
May  1,  1838,  Jordan  A Clark  removed  from  Hudson  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  where  they  soon  established  a suc- 
cessful practice,  and  where  Mr.  Jordan  fully  sustained  his 
great  reputation  as  an  advocate. 

In  the  year  1848  Isaac  M.  Singer  was  a client  of  Jordan 
& Clark.  He  was  an  erratic  genius,  having  followed  vari- 
ous occupations  without  much  success,  and  having  invented 
valuable  mechanical  devices,  which  had  brought  him  no 
profit.  One  of  these,  a machine  for  carving  wood  and 
metal,  which  had  been  duly  patented,  had  been  involved 
by  some  injudicious  contracts  of  Mr.  Singer,  and  Mr.  Clark 
was  employed  to  recover  the  clear  title  to  the  invention. 
The  object,  was  accomplished ; but  before  Singer  was  able 
to  make  his  machine  available,  the  bursting  of  a steam- 
boiler  at  a shop  in  Hague  street.  New  York,  utterly  de- 
stroyed it.  Shortly  after  this  calamity  Mr.  Singer  made 
his  great  invention  of  the  sewing-machine.  At  first  this 
was  not  profitable,  and  under  the  manangement  of  the  in- 
ventor the  title  to  the  invention  became  involved,  and  was 
likely  to  be  lost.  In  that  emergency  Singer  applied  to  his 
legal  adviser,  Clark,  to  advance  the  means  to  redeem  an 
interest  of  one-third  in  the  sewing-machine  invention  and 
business,  and  to  bold  that  share  as  security  for  the  money 
advanced.  The  request  was  acceded  to.  and  the  purchase 
made.  Subsequently,  and  when  it  had  become  apparent 
that  a great  amount  of  litigation  would  be  required  to  sus- 
tain the  sewing-machine  patent.  Singer  requested  Clark  to 
take  and  hold  the  one-third  of  the  patent,  and  release  Singer 
from  the  claim  for  money  advanced. 

This  arrangement  was  carried  out,  and  afterwards,  when 
an  opportunity  occurred,  another  one-third  iuteresr  in  the 
patent  and  business  was  bought  by  Clark  for  the  benefit  of 
Singer  and  himself.  And  thereupon  was  formed  ;h  • co- 
partnership of  I.  M.  Singer  A Co.,  in  which  Mr.  Clark  was 
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half-owner.  The  business  was  carried  on  by  this  firm  with 
eminent  success  from  1851  to  1 803.  But,  as  was  antici- 
pated, Singer  & Co.  at  once  became  involved  in  costly  and 
vexatious  lawsuits,  which  were  directed  and  managed  by 
Mr.  Clark.  During  a period  of  about  two  years  they  were 
menaced  by  hostile  injunctions  for  infringement  of  patents, 
which  threatened  to  destroy  the  business  entirely.  But  the 
contest  was  pcrscveringly  maintained,  and  the  business  con- 
tinued to  prosper,  until  finally  the  time  came  when  a com- 
promise and  adjustment  of  claims  could  be  made,  so  that 
defensive  litigation  was  terminated.  When  that  was  ef- 
fected the  splendid  success  of  the  business  of  Singer  & Co. 
became  an  assured  fact.  All  the  numerous  contracts  of 
Singer  & Co.  were  carefully  drawn  by  Mr.  Clark,  and  a 
great  advantage  thereby  accrued  to  the  firm,  when,  at  a 
later  period,  it  became  expedient  to  purchase  back  certain 
territorial  rights  for  the  exclusive  sale  of  the  Singer  ma- 
chine. It  was  believed  by  both  Singer  and  Clark  that  the 
successful  management  of  the  early  patent-suits  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  contracts  and  compromises  incident  to 
such  suits,  involved  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  subsequent 
history  of  sewing-machine  manufacturers  has  proved  the 
correctness  of  that  belief. 

In  the  year  1SG3,  Mr.  Clark,  wishing  to  be  relieved  from 
active  duty,  and  to  secure  a continuous  good  management 
of  the  business,  formed  the  scheme  of  organizing  the  Singer 
manufacturing  company,  and  although  Mr.  Singer  was 
very  much  opposed  to  the  formation  of  such  company,  he 
was  induced  to  assent  to  it  rather  than  have  an  application 
made  to  a court  of  law.  The  company  was  organized  with 
a share  capital  of  8500,000.  Of  this  stock  four-fifths  was 
retained  by  Singer  and  Clark,  and  the  residue  was  sold  to 
several  persons  prominently  employed  in  the  business  at 
8200  for  each  8100  share.  The  capital  of  this  company 
was  afterwards  enlarged  to  81,01)0,000,  and  after  that  again 
expanded  to  810,000,000,  the  whole  of  which  increase  con- 
sisted of  the  accumulated  profits  of  the  business.  Directly 
upon  the  formation  of  this  company,  Mr.  Clark  retired 
from  the  active  management,  though  he  continued  to  be  a 
director,  and  during  several  years  spent  considerable  time 
abroad,  having  on  three  different  occasions  occupied  a house 
in  Paris,  and  also  passed  a winter  in  Rome.  In  his  travels 
over  the  principal  countries  of  Europe  he  examined  what- 
ever was  worthy  of  notice  in  nature  and  art.  and  made  ex- 
tensive purchases  of  statuary  and  other  works  of  art,  which 
he  brought  home  to  New  York. 

In  the  autumn  uf  1851  a residence  in  the  village  of 
Cooperstown,  which  had  long  been  known  as  “Apple  Ilill,” 
tjien  owned  by  Geo.  A.  Starkweather,  Esq.,  was  offered  for 
Side,  and  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Clark.  It  was  a rather 
large  house,  built  of  wood  by  Richard  Cooper,  Esq.,  and 
had  been  occupied  at  various  times  by  Hon.  John  A.  Dix, 
Hon.  Samuel  Nelson,  Judge  L.  C.  Turner,  and  others.  The 
situation  of  this  house  is  peculiarly  fine,  and  the  grounds 
about  it  attractive.  Mr.  Clark,  with  his  family,  occupied 
Apple  Hill  duri  ng  the  summer  season  for  several  years,  and 
then,  in  the  summer  of  18G1),  had  the  old  house  taken 
down,  and  within  the  next  three  years  had  a very  substan- 
tial mansion  of  cut  stone  erected  on  its  site.  Before  the 
completion  of  the  new  house  the  name  of  the  place  was 


changed  to  “ Feruleigh.”  The  interior  of  the  Icm-*- 
finished  and  decorated  with  much  taste  and  with  liber.,' 
expense.  The  grounds  have  been  much  enlarged,  an  orna- 
mental bridge  thrown  across  the  Susquehanna  river,  and 
various  auxiliary  improvements  made,  so  that  Fernlemh  Ls 
recognized  as  one  of  the  attractive  show-places  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  guide-books  it  has  been  extravagantly  praix-d, 
and  few  strangers  visit  Cooperstown  without  seeking  to 
see  it. 

Within  a few  years  Mr.  Clark  has  purchased  a farm  of 
nearly  500  acres  on  the  easterly  bank  of  Lake  Otsego,  and 
has  entered  zealously  into  agricultural  pursuits,  rather  fbr 
the  purpose  of  having  an  amusing  rural  interest  than  with 
any  intention  of  seeking  profit.  His  eldest  son.  Mr.  Am- 
brose J.  Clark,  has  purchased  and  settled  upon  a farm  .on 
the  westerly  side  of  Otsego  lake,  which  was  formerly  owned 
by  the  late  Judge  Nelson.  Both  of  these  farms  have  been 
stocked  with  imported  cattle  and  sheep  possessing  rare 
strains  of  blood,  and  the  buildings  upon  them  improved  in 
the  best  manner.  Although  Mr.  Clark  has  a house  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  passes  a considerable  portion  of  his 
time  there,  he  considers  his  residence  to  be  at  Cooperstown, 
and  is  identified  with  the  interests  of  that  village. 

Caroline  Jordan  Clark,  wife  of  Edward  Clark,  died  at 
Fernleigh,  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  1S74,  and  was  buried 
in  Lakewood  cemetery,  where  an  appropriate  monument 
has  been  erected. 


AMBROSE  L.  JORDAN. 

This  distinguished  lawyer  and  eloquent  advocate  was 
born  at  Hillsdale,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  171)1. 
His  father  was  a farmer  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  who, 
possessing  a very  strong  physical  constitution,  and  endowed 
with  superior  judgment,  lived  to  a very  advanced  age,  and 
was  always  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors.  The  son, 
having  received  the  limited  education  of  a common  school, 
was  at  an  early  age  set  to  work  on  the  paternal  acres ; but 
it  soon  became  apparent  that  agricultural  labor  was  not  his 
proper  vocation,  and,  after  some  futile  trials  in  farming, 
whereby  it  was  demonstrated  that  he  had  a strong  taste  for 
study  and  books,  but  was  incurably  indolent  as  a worker  on 
the  farm,  his  father  wisely  determined  to  permit  the  boy 
to  work  out  his  career  in  the  way  indicated  by  his  own 
wishes. 

He  was  sent  to  an  academy,  where  he  soon  acquired  as 
much  Latin,  aud  other  miscellaneous  learning,  as  could  then 
be  obtained  in  such  an  institution.  For  several  months  he 
sought  to  recruit  his  limited  finances  by  teaching  a school 
himself.  As  soon  as  he  could  command  the  means  to  pay 
his  board  he  entered  a law-office  in  Albany,  where  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  the  closest  attention  to  study  and 
office  business,  and.  by  the  intelligent  performance  of  extra 
duties,  was  able  to  provide,  in  a great  degree,  for  his  own 
support.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  year  i 
1813,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  the  village  < 
Cooperstown,  having  formed  a copartnership  with  lar- 
rand  8t runahan,  Esq.,  who  was  an  established  lawyer  at 
that  place.  At  the  time  he  thus  commenced  the  serious 
business  of  life,  Mr.  Jordan  was  only  about  twenty-two 
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of  »gc.  He  w:l3  Hu'te  s*x  feet  *n  height,  was  slight 
j -Tjui'ful  in  figure,  had  regular,  oval  features,  a profu- 
uf  brown  natural  curls,  expressive  blue  eyes,  and  a 
4.  i»j4exion  as  fine  as  a woman’s.  His  voice  was  not  loud 
f particularly  powerful,  but  it  was  most  agreeable  in  qual- 
, »nd  had  a distinct  carrying  force  which  always  enabled 
l to  to  be  heard  in  the  largest  and  most  crowded  court- 
• .<«*.  lie  had  great  powers  of  endurance,  and  could 
« many  hours  a day  for  consecutive  weeks,  without 
apparent  signs  of  fatigue.  In  long  and  exciting  trials, 
o the  beat  and  foul  air  of  crowded  courts,  he  was  always 
kt  > to  appear  fresh  and  strong,  when  other  distinguished 
*ft.>cates  became  worn  out  and  exhausted.  lie  had  a 
*iKinl  command  of  language.  In  extemporaneous  speak- 
ie„*  lus  sentences  were  regular  and  complete;  he  never 
b.-iiatod  for  the  appropriate  word  ; he  had  a natural  npti- 
»u  lc  for  going  to  the  bottom  of  any  subject,  and  when  an 
»d verse  witness  had  been  cross-examined  by  him,  the  wit- 
was  like  a sponge  squeezed  dry.  His  methods  of 
managing  a cause,  examining  witnesses,  and  summing  up 
the  evidence  were  exhaustive  and  complete.  When  he  had 
fiaidmd  his  address  to  a jury  no  point  was  left  unnoticed, 
no  argument  failed  to  be  duly  elaborated,  and  nothing  further 
could  be  said  with  effect. 

Several  anecdotes  are  still  remembered  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Jordan’s  career  at  Cooperstown,  which  give  an 
insight  into  the  character  of  the  man.  He  hated  all  unfair- 
ness, and  would  not  himself  submit  to  extortion  or  imposi- 
tion. Having  gone  to  a neighboring  town  in  Otsego 
County  to  try  a cause  in  a justice’s  court,  on  his  return 
home  in  the  early  evening  his  wagon  broke  down.  There 
was  some  snow  on  the  ground,  and  just  after  the  accident 
happened  a farmer  drove  up  in  a lumber  sleigh.  Mr. 
Jordan  asked  if  he  would  assist  him  to  get  to  Cooperstown, 
None  five  miles  distant.  The  man  replied  that  he  would, 
and  then  the  two  put  the  broken  wagon  on  the  sleigh,  and 
leading  the  disengaged  horse,  drove  on  to  Cooperstown. 
No  bargain  had  been  made  as  to  compensation,  and  when 
Mr.  Jordan  inquired  what  he  should  pay,  the  sharp  farmer 
replied,  naming  a sum  that  was  very  extortionate.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  annoyed,  but  calmly  stated  that  the  pay  de- 
manded was  three  times  as  much  as  the  service  was  worth  ; 
that  rather  than  have  any  hard  feelings  about  the  matter, 
he  would  pay  double  price,  but  no  more.  The  offer  was 
refused,  and  the  farmer  departed,  breathing  threats.  Within 
a very  few  days  a summons  was  served  on  Mr.  Jordan  to 
3 1 pear  before  a justice,  who  was  a near  neighbor  and  friend 
pt  (be  farmer.  On  the  trial  the  justice  gave  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  for  the  full  amount  of  his  claim,  and  costs.  As 
'■«>n  as  the  law  would  permit,  execution  was  issued  on  this 
judgment,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a deputy-sheriff  for 
collection.  Mr.  Jordan  managed  to  have  information  of 
the  coming  of  the  officer  to  collect  this  judgment.  Mr. 
»st ranahun,  the  law-partner  of  Mr.  Jordan,  was  the  owner  of 
a handsome  gold  watch  and  chain,  which  for  that  occasion 
Mr.  Jordan  borrowed,  and  hung  up  conspicuously  on  a 
miil  on  the  front  of  a desk  at  which  he  was  writing.  That 
ing  done,  the  officer  came  in  and  told  Mr.  Jordan  ho 
•l‘d  an  execution  against  him.  Mr.  Jordan  said  he  did 
1,1,1  intend  to  pay  it.  “ Then,”  said  the  officer,  “ my  duty 


requires  me  to  levy  on  your  property,  and  I shall  take  this,” 
at  the  same  time  taking  the  watch  and  putting  it  into  his 
pocket.  Mr.  Jordan  said  to  the  officer,  “ My  friend,  I 
advise  you  to  put  back  the  watch.  If  you  do  not  you  will 
get  yourself  into  trouble.”  The  man,  thinking  he  was 
quite  safe,  left  the  office,  taking  with  him  the  watch. 
With  all  possible  expedition  a writ  and  other  papers  in  a 
replevin  suit  were  prepared  in  a suit  of  Stranahan  against 
the  deputy-sheriff.  The  sheriff  of  the  county  was  found, 
the  replevin  writ  put  into  his  hands,  which  he  at  once 
served  on  the  deputy,  took  back  the  watch  and  delivered  it 
to  the  owner.  The  deputy-sheriff  called  on  the  farmer  to 
indemnify  him  in  the  replevin  suit,  which  be  felt  compelled 
to  do.  The  result  of  the  affair,  which  was  soon  arrived  at, 
was  this:  the  plaintiff  succeeded  in  the  replevin  suit,  the 
costs  of  which  amounted  to  over  one  hundred  dollars.  The 
judgment  obtained  by  the  extortionate  farmer  was  about 
twenty  dollars*  and  he  finally  had  to  pay  over  to  Mr.  Jor- 
dan, as  Stranahan’s  attorney,  the  difference  between  these 
sums.  The  attempted  imposition  was  amply  punished. 

At  the  period  referred  to,  and,  indeed,  all  through  life, 
Mr.  Jordan  was  sensitive  in  regard  to  public  opinion,  and 
the  following  story,  as  related  by  himself,  illustrates  that 
feeling:  “ After  I had  settled  at  Cooperstown,  but  before  I 
was  much  known  in  Otsego  County.  I had  occasion  to  go 
to  Albany  to  attend  a special  term  of  the  supreme  court. 
My  friend,  the  cashier  of  the  Otsego  County  bank,  who 
knew  of  my  intention,  requested  me  to  take  a sum  of 
■money, — I think  it  was  81800, — to  be  deposited  in  a bank 
in  Albany.  I agreed  to  take  it,  and  the  money  was  counted 
in  my  presence,  separated  into  parcels  of  8100  each,  and 
the  whole  nicely  put  up  in  a package.  I received  the 
money,  and  with  my  satchel  of  law  papers  was  conveyed 
in  due  time  to  Albany.  Before  going  to  court  the  morning 
after  my  arrival  I thought  I would  deliver  the  money  at 
the  Albany  bank.  The  moment  I looked  at  the  package 
I saw  that  it  had  been  tampered  with.  Examining  it 
hastily,  I found  that  one  parcel  of  8100  had  been  abstracted. 
The  loss  was  a serious  one  to  me  at  that  time,  but  I decided 
in  a moment  what  it  was  proper  for  me  to  do.  I went  out 
to  the  office  of  a friend,  borrowed  8100,  put  it  into  the 
package,  and  hurried  to  the  bank  and  deposited  the  whole 
amount  which  had  been  intrusted  to  me.  I said  nothing 
to  the  officers  of  the  Otsego  County  bank  about  this  loss, 
or  to  any  one  else  except  the  kind  friend  who  lent  me  the 
money  to  replace  it,  and  secrecy  was  enjoined  upon  him. 

A peculiarity  of  Mr.  Jordan — an  unfortunate  (me  in 
some  respects,  as  it  caused  him  to  labor  a large  portion  of 
his  life  for  those  who  never  paid  for  his  services — was  this, 
that  having  once  enlisted  in  a cause  nothing  could  detach 
him  from  his  client.  Whether  he  was  paid  anything  or 
not,  he  went  through  to  the  end  of  the  controversy.  He 
was  often  imposed  upon  by  unfortunate  or  unworthy  cli*  n-s. 

While  practicing  at  Cooperstown  he  became  the  ! gal 
guardian  of  certain  minors,  who  had  a presumptive  tit.'  ' a 
military  lot  of  600  acres,  situate  in  a central  county  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  lot  was  in  the  possession  ofanoth  r 
I party,  holding  adversely.  An  action  at  law  was  brought  ' y 
Mr.  Jordan  to  recover  this  property.  Upon  ex.uuiuuti  u 
I it  was  found  that  the  evidence  to  support  the  claim  of  the 
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plaintiffs  was  very  defective ; and  particularly  that  one 
witness,  who  had  knowledge  of  decisive  facts,  was  impera- 
tively necessary.  That  witness,  when  inquiry  came  to  be 
made,  could  not  be  found.  lie  had  disappeared.  The  time 
for  the  trial  of  the  ejectment  suit  was  approaching,  when 
Mr.  Jordan  determined  that  he  would  not  be  beaten  in  it  if 
any  possible  effort  on  his  part  could  prevent  it.  Having 
only  a slight  clue  as  to  persons  with  whom  the  missing  wit- 
ness was  connected,  Mr.  Jordan  set  out  with  his  own  horse 
and  wagon  from  Cooperstown,  drove  to  Albany,  then  to 
Columbia  county,  making  minute  inquiries  by  the  way ; 
then  to  Dutchess  county,  where  some  slight  information  was 
obtained ; then  to  New  York  city,  and  finally  to  a small 
hamlet  on  Long  Island,  where  the  desired  witness  was  found, 
and  his  attendance  secured  fur  the  trial.  Mr.  Jordan  hastily 
returned  home,  and  had  barely  time  to  reach  the  circuit 
court  where  the  cause  was  to  be  tried.  By  the  aid  of  the 
witness  thus  found,  the  title  of  Mr.  Jordan’s  wards  to  the 
lot  in  question  was  established.  He  had  devoted  much 
time  to  examination  and  preparation  of  the  case,  had  spent 
fifleen  days  in  hunting  up  the  missing  witness,  and  five  days 
more  in  attending  the  circuit  court,  and  he  was  successful. 

When  Mr.  Jordan's  accounts  as  guardian  came  to  be 
settled,  the  law  permitted  him  to  charge  against  his  wards 
the  items  of  money  actually  paid  out  on  their  account,  but 
nothing  for  his  professional  services.  For  all  his  time, 
trouble,  and  skill  in  the  affair,  he  never  received  a cent  of 
compensation. 

The  professional  progress  of  Mr.  Jordan  was  rapid  and 
solid,  and  in  two  or  three  years  he  became  the  acknowledged 
leader  of  the  Otsego  County  bar.  Soon  after  he  had  set- 
tled at  Cooperstown  he  married  Miss  Cornelia  Caroline 
Phillips,  of  Claverack,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  of  this 
marriage  the  issue  in  subsequent  years  were  six  children, 
three  of  whom-  have  died,  and  three  at  the  present  time 
(1878)  survive. 

In  the  year  1820  he  determined  to  return  to  his  native 
county,  and  accordingly  established  his  law-office  in  the  city 
of  Hudson,  where  he  remained  in  full  and  successful  prac- 
tice for  the  next  eighteen  years.  The  first  difficulty  to  be 
encountered  at  the  Columbia  county  bar,  by  any  one  as- 
piring to  a prominent  position  as  an  advocate,  was,  that  it 
became  necessary  to  meet  and  contend  with  Elisha  Williams, 
who  had  long  held  almost  undisputed  sway  in  the  courts  of 
that  district.  Mr.  Williams  was  then  in  the  full  maturity 
of  his  wonderful  powers,  and  then  and  ever  since  considered, 
by  those  most  competent  to  form  a judgment  on  such  a 
subject,  the  greatest  jury  lawyer  ever  produced  by  the 
United  States.  He  was  certainly  the  best  actor  the  writer 
has  ever  seen  on  any  stage.  He  commanded  with  equal 
effect  the  springs  of  laughter  and  of  tears.  The  most  stoic 
of  judges  could  with  difficulty  resist  the  spell  of  his  elo- 
quence, and  ordinary  juries  seemed  to  delight  in  being  quite 
carried  away  with  it.  It  was  against  this  colossus  of  the 
law-courts  that  Mr.  Jordan  was  at  once  brought  into  an- 
tagonism, and  it  is  still  remembered  to  his  credit  that  he 
did  not  shrink  front  the  encounter.  Indeed  it  soon  became 
an  established  fact  in  the  courts  of  Columbia  and  the  neigh-  j 
boring  counties,  that  Mr.  Williams  could  no  longer  succeed 
in  winning  a bad  cause  when  ho  was  opposed  by  the  i 


thorough,  painstaking  methods,  and  ready  eloquence  of  Mr. 
Jordan.  They  were  generally  employed  on  opposite  sides, 
and  tried  all  the  contested  cases  on  the  calendar. 

On  one  important  occasion  the  writer  remembers  that 
Williams  and  Jordan  were  employed  on  the  same  side  fur 
the  plaintiff.  A suit  was  brought  to  collect  an  ordinary 
note,  which  note  the  defendant  alleged  to  be  a forgery. 
From  the  notable  position  of  the  parties,  the  question  w;is 
discussed  with  much  bitterness  of  feeling,  and  public  opin- 
ion was  convulsed  on  the  subject.  At  the  trial  in  Columbia 
county  a New  York  city  judge  presided,  and  a city  lawyer  was 
the  leader  for  the  defense,  with  half  a dozen  other  counsel 
to  aid  him.  The  judge  was  somewhat  deaf,  and  that  gave 
the  plaintiff's  counsel  an  opportunity  to  keep  up  a fire  of 
jokes  at  the  expense  of  the  judge  and  the  opposing  counsel 
within  hearing  of  the  jury,  but  unheard  by  the  court, 
which  tended  to  and  did  greatly  prejudice  the  jury  against 
the  defendant  and  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.  The  cause  was 
easily  won  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  judgment  was  finally 
collected.  Many  persons,  however,  continued  to  think  that 
the  superiority  of  the  plaintiff’s  counsel  rather  than  the 
justice  of  his  case  secured  the  verdict.  Upon  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Williams  from  actual  practice,  a few  years  after 
Mr.  Jordan  settled  in  Hudson,  31  r.  Jordan  became  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  the  Columbia  county  bar,  and  re- 
tained the  position  until  he  finally  removed  from  Hudson. 
Some  years  before  that  event  he  became  introduced  to  a 
New  York  city  audience  by  a peculiar  suit  at  law,  which  then 
attracted  much  attention  by  reason  of  its  novelty.  A young 
house-painter  at  Hudson  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  a 
young  lady  of  the  same  city,  whose  father  was  possessed  of 
considerable  property.  The  lady  happened  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a merchant  in  New  York,  whom  she  (and  her 
father  also)  considered  a more  eligible  parti , and  when  ho 
offered  he  was  accepted,  and  the  house-painter  was  thrown 
over.  The  mechanic  did  not  rest  satisfied  with  this  ar- 
rangement. He  consulted  3Ir.  Jordan,  who  brought  an 
action  against  the  fickle  fair  one  and  her  husband.  The 
cause  was  tried  at  a circuit  court  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
attracted  great  public  attention,  and  was  fully  reported.  The 
defense  was  conducted  by  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Esq.,  an  advo- 
cate of  very  distinguished  reputation ; but,  in  spite  of  all 
his  efforts,  the  jury  found  a verdict  of  §1000  for  the 
plaintiff,  which  was  considered,  in  view  of  all  the  adverse 
circumstances,  a great  triumph. 

In  the  spring  of  ISMS,  Mr.  Jordan,  with  his  law-partner. 
Edward  Clark,  Esq.,  removed  from  Hudson  to  the  citv  of 
New  York.  From  May,  ISMS,  to  the  spring  of  IStjO.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  city  of  Now  York,  with  the  exception  of 
two  years,  during  which  he  filled  the  office  of  attorney- 
general  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  had  his  official  re.-i- 
dence  at  Albany.  During  this  long  period  of  twentv-two 
years  he  was  retained  and  prominentlv  engaged  in  a bo 
proportion  of  the  severely  litigated  causes  which  oc  • u;  n 1 
the  courts  of  New  York. 

It  is  impossible  in  a sketch  like  this  even  to  allude  to 
the  many  important  trials  of  causes  in  which  lie  took  a 
conspicuous  part.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  he  wa> 
opposed  from  time  to  time,  and  almost  eunstantly,  to  the 
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( n fiicnt  advocates  at  the  New  York  bar.  II is  success  in 
u.  ne  forensic  struggles  was  satisfactory  to  his  clients  and 
himself,  and  was  equal  to  his  distinguished  reputation  for 
Aj,ility  and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Jordan  was  always  too  much  engrossed  with  his 
I rvfcssional  labors  to  have  time  or  inclination  to  accept 
j..hiical  office.  But  his  views  in  regard  to  political  parties 
iiid  governmental  policies  were  always  distinct,  and  were 
frvely  avowed  and  advocated.  Besides  holding  the  office  of 
»itorney -general,  as  before  stated,  he  was  at  one  time  elected 
l«  the  senate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  resigned  the 
office  before  the  end  of  his  term,  fie  was  also  a member  of 
a convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  served  in  that  capacity  with  much  industry  and 
ability. 

Alter  a painful  and  lingering  illness,  Mr.  Jordan  died  at 
his  residence  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  July  Id,  1865. 


COL.  JOHN  HOLMES  PRENTISS. 

The  name  of  Prentiss  is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  America.  In  England  the  name  is  traced 
back  to  Thomas  Prentiss,  in  1318,  and  in  our  own  country 
to  Valentine  Prentice,  who  came  over  with  the  “ Apostle” 
Elliott  in  1631. 

Colonel  Samuel  Prentiss,  grandfather  of  Colonel  John 
II.,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  commanded  a 
regiment  during  the  war.  He  was  a muscular  man, 
weighed  over  two  hundred  pounds,  and  was  six  feet  in 
height.  As  a commander  he  was  stern,  fearless,  and  brave, 
as  a civiliau  greatly  beloved  and  esteemed,  and  as  a husband 
and  father  kiud  aud  affectionate.  A writer  says,  “ Since 
the  days  of  Samuel  P.,  Sr.,  of  Stonington,  there  has  been 
no  time  but  some  of  his  descendants  have  held  office,  civil 
or  military,  down  to  the  present  time.  Colonel  Samuel 
Prentice  spelled  his  name  P rent  me,  as  did  his  son,  Dr.  Sam- 
uel P.,  uutil  some  of  the  sons  arrived  at  the  age  of  man- 
hood, when,  at  their  suggestion,  the  name  was  changed  to 
Prentiss,  aud  has  been  so  continued  to  the  present  time  by 
all  of  his  family.” 

Dr.  Samuel  Prentiss,  father  of  Colonel  John  II.,  was 
born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  in  175'j.  He  married  Lucretia 
Holmes,  daughter  of  Captain  John  II.,  a large  and  wealthy 
farmer.  He  died  in  Northfield,  Mass.,  in  1818.  Liucolu’s 
“ History  of  Worcester”  says,  “ Dr.  Samuel  Prentiss,  a 
man  of  talents  and  eminent  in  his  profession,  came  from 
Stonington,  Conn.,  to  Worcester  in  1783.  He  was  secre- 
tary of  a medical  society  in  Worcester  in  1785.  He  re- 
moved to  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  about  1786,  aud  from  thence  to 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.  Dr.  P.  received  a good  academical  edu- 
cation, and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Philip  Turner,  of  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  one  of  the  best  American  surgeons  of  the  age 
m which  he  lived.  Dr.  Prentiss  entered  the  army  quite 
>"iing  as  military  waiter  to  his  father,  Colonel  Samuel  P., 
and  soon  after  returned  to  civil  life.  After  studying  medi- 
cine and  surgery  he  engaged  in  the  army  as  assistant  sur- 
geon, where  he  acquired  a great  deal  of  practical  knowledge 
cd  his  profession.  At  the  close  of  the  war  ho  married,  aud 
ruon  removed  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  sev- 
eral yearn.  About  the  lime  of  Shay’s  rebellion  he  removed  ’ 
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to  Northficld,  Mass.,  and  was  zealous  and  active  on  the  side 
of  the  government.  Ilis  practice  of  surgery  was  very  ex- 
tensive, and  for  many  years  he  was  the  principal  operator 
in  that  country,  his  rides  extending  to  the  west4  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, and  far  into  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire.” 

Colonel  John  Holmes  Prentiss,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  third  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  and  Lucretia  Prentiss,  born 
in  Worcester,  Mass,  in  1785. 

After  serving  a regular  apprenticeship  as  a printer,  he 
removed  to  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  Oct.-  8,  1808,  and  there 
established  a weekly  political  newspaper,  the  Freeman' s 
Journal , favoring  the  Democratic  party,  and  which  he  con- 
tinued successfully  over  forty  years,  until  he  sold  out  his 
interest,  Jan.  20,  1849,  having  during  all  this  time,  ex- 
cept while  in  congress,  given  his  personal  attention  in  the 
printing-office  to  the  mechanical  department,  and  also  being 
sole  editor  of  the  paper  and  attending  to  the  financial  de- 
partment. The  paper  had  a large  circulation,  and  its  po- 
litical character  exercised  an  influence  in  the  county  of 
Otsego  which  made  it  one  of  the  strongest  Democratic 
counties  iu  the  State  of  New  York.  Governor  Clinton 
conferred  on  him  a commission  as  colonel  in  the  militia, 
and  appointed  him  division  inspector;  this  he  resigned 
under  Governor  Yates. 

At  the  age  of* sixty-six  he  retired  from  the  newspaper 
business,  after  a continuous  service  of  more  than  forty  years 
in  that  laborious  profession.  Many  young  men  of  emi- 
nence in  the  profession  served  their  time  iu  his  office,  one 
of  whom  was  Colonel  Wm.  L.  Stone,  deceased,  editor  of 
the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  and  of  high  repute 
also  as  an  author. 

Colonel  Prentiss  married  first,  on  January  18,  1815, 
Catherine  Cox  Morris,  youngest  daughter  of  General  Jacob 
Morris,  of  Butternuts,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  General  Mor- 
ris’ father  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. Mrs.  Prentiss  died  June  2S,  ISIS.  Ten 
years  after,  Colonel  Prentiss  married  Urilla  Shankland, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Shankland,  Esq.,  of  Cooperstown, 
June  3,  1S28.  Colonel  Prentiss’  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  viz. : two  daughters  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  Mar- 
tha and  Catherine  Lucretia,  aud  by  his  second  wife  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  Alexander  8.,  John  II..  Rachel  A.,  and 
Charlotte  D.,  the  following  of  whom  survive:  Catherine 
L.,  now  Mrs.  John  C.  Dodge,  of  Boston,  Mass.;  John  II., 
residing  in  Chicago,  III. ; and  Charlotte  D.,  now  Mrs.  Brown- 
ing, and  residing  in  Cooperstown. 

Colonel  Prentiss  was  a man  of  untiring  industry  in  his 
business,  and  as  an  editor  he  always  maintained  a promi- 
nent position.  He  represented  this  district  in  congress 
during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Vail  Buren’s  administration, 
having  been  rc-elocted  on  the  expiration  of  his  first  term, 
lie  was  a useful  member,  of  sound,  practical  views,  who 
served  his  constituency  in  an  acceptable  manner. 

For  more  than  half  a century  Colonel  Prentiss  was  a 
resident  of  Otsego,  and  during  that  time  he  had  much  to 
do  in  shaping  its  more  important  affairs.  In  all  public 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  or  interest  of  the  county  he 
was  much  consulted,  and  was  generally  an  active  partici- 
pant. Decided  and  clear  in  his  views,  energetic  and  res«>- 
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lute  in  his  notion,  with  a great  deal  of  natural  strength  of 
character  and  firmness  of  purpose,  lie  was  well  suited  to 
public  life,  and  admirably  calculated  to  stem  the  opposition 
which  a man  of  prominence  is  almost  certain  to  meet.  His 
interest  in  public  affairs  was  maintained  during  his  life. 

In  personal  appearance  Colonel  Prentiss  was  distin- 
guished and  fine  looking, — perhaps  no  man  of  his  age  in 
the  State  more  so.  His  last  appearance  in  public  life, 
from  which  he  had  kept  aloof  for  several  years,  was  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Democrate  State  convention,  which  was 
held  in  Albany  on  Feb.  1,  1861.  In  that  body  of  distin- 
guished and  able  men,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents,  he  attracted  much  attention,  and  the  question 
was  frequently  asked  by  delegates  and  others  in  attendance, 
referring  to  Colonel  Prentiss, li  Who  is  that  large,  fine-look- 
ing old  gentleman,  with  white,  flowing  hair?’’  lie  was 
vice-president  and  afterwards  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Cooperstown,  and  discharged  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all.  His  was  a long  and  active  career;  and  although  he 
lived  past  the  Scriptural  age  of  threescore  and  ten  he  re- 
tained to  the  last  much  of  his  youthful  vigor  and  ambition. 
He  died  June  26,  1861. 


Peter  Barton,  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in  the  town  . f 
t Laurens,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  March  27,  1832.  (»,, 

Sept.  4,  1856,  married  Harriet  F.  Dunbar,  daughter  ,.f 
Daniel  Dunbar,  of  Laurens,  who  was  one  of  the  fir-t 
tiers  of  that  town.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barton  have  been 
born  three  children, — Harry  D.,  born  Aug.  3,  1857  ; Kiltie 
J.,  born  July  24,  1861  ; and  James  P.,  born  May  5,  1865 
In  political  faith  Mr.  Barton  is  an  unswerving  Deniocr.it. 
He  was  elected  sheriff  of  Otsego  County  in  November, 
1875.  Mr.  Barton  is  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  we  mav 
reasonably  expect  from  his  future  years  an  honorable  record 
of  usefulness.  He  is  not  only  a native,  but  has  always 
been  a resident,  of  Laurens. 


CHAPTER  LX  IV. 

TOWN  OF  PITTSFIELD. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — Early  Settlers  an.l 
their  Location — Initial  Events — The  First  Town-Meeting — Officers 
Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks,  from  1812  to  1878 — Agri- 
cultural and  General  Statistics — Area — Equalized  and  Assessed 
Valuation — Population — Churches. 


PETER  BARTON. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Peter  Barton, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1806, 
and  removed  to  the  town  of  Laurens,  Otsego  County,  in 
1831,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
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April  1,  1868,  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  his  age.  Ilis 
wife,  Harriet  R.  Wilson,  was  born  in  Rensselaer  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  united  in  wedlock  to  the  Peter  Barton 
above  mentioned  in  1828. 


Pittsfield  was  formed  from  the  town  of  Burlington, 
March  24,  1797,  being  the  tenth  town  erected  after  the 
organization  of  the  county.  It  retained  its  original  dimen- 
sions until  1806,  when  the  present  town  of  New  Lisbon 
was  set  off.  It  is  centrally  located  on  the  western  border 
of  the  county ; and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Edmeston, 
on  the  east  by  New  Lisbon,  on  the  south  by  Morris,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  which  separates  it  from 
Chenango  county.  Its  surface  consists  chiefly  of  a hilly 
upland,  watered  by  the  Wharton  creek,  which  flows  across 
the  northwestern  corner,  and  several  small  tributaries  of 
Butternuts  creek  flow  through  the  southern  part.  The  soil 
is  a gravelly  loam,  well  adapted  to  grazing  and  the  raising 
of  grain. 

Pittsfield  lies  between  the  valleys  of  the  Unadilla  on  the 
west,  and  the  Butternuts  Creek  valley  on  the  east,  at  an 
elevation  of  from  200  to  400  feet,  with  the  exception  ot 
the  Wharton  Creek  valley  that  runs  through  the  north- 
western corner.  This  peculiar  location  of  the  town  affords 
more  easy  means  of  transit  in  the  valleys  around  the  town 
than  across  its  boundary,  and,  as  a consequence,  the  villages 
that  have  grown  up  around  and  near  the  borders  of  the 
town  are  indebted  to  Pittsfield,  more  or  less,  for  the 
support  of  their  schools,  churches,  and  all  that  pertain-  to 
the  growth  of  a village;  ihe  only  approach  to  one  being  a 
hamlet  of  eight  or  ten  houses,  containing  a tavern,  grocery, 
and  post-office,  on  the  Wharton  creek,  some  three  mi!'  - 
from  New  Berlin,  and  called  Pecktown,  in  honor  ot  Alvin 
Peck,  who  kept  the  hotel  some  years  ago.  Thus  the  pen)  .<• 
of  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  receive  all  the  av  m- 
modations  which  a village  affords  at  North  New  B<  u> 
and  those  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  town  at  8"iuh 
New  Berlin,  each  village  in  the  town  of  New  Berlin.  * In 
nango  county;  and  of  the  southern  part  of  the  town  at  the 
village  and  town  of  Morris  ; of  the  eastern  part  ot  tin 
town  at  Garmttsvillc,  Noblesville,  and  Steisouvillo,  in  ! In- 
to wu  of  New  Lisbon;  and  ot  tbe  northeast  ru  part  ol  tin- 
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u«ii,  at  the  village  of  Ednieston,  in  the  town  of  Ed- 

3).i  Mull. 

Wo  deem  this  explanation  duo  to  the  people  of  Pittsfield, 
!*>  explain  the  absence  of  villages,  churches,  and  schools, 
must  seem  strange  to  those  not  familiar  with  the 
u r«igraphy  of  the  town. 

The  town  has  a union  church,  built  in  1S49  by  the 
antiring  industry  and  perseverance  of  Elder  Ketchum. 

Pittsfield  was  not  as  early  settled  as  many  other  portions 
of  the  county,  neither  was  the  immigration  rapid,  but  those 
who  came  were  well  adapted  to  frontier  life,  and  with  ready 
lunds  and  willing  hearts  clearings  were  made,  cabins 
ep-cted,  and  the  town  became  eventually  peopled  by  an 
industrious  and  intelligent  population.  The  first  settle- 
ments were  made  in  about  the  year  1793  by  Hubbard  Good- 
rich. Matthew  Bennett,  Jacob  Lull,  and  Aaron  Nobles,  who 
located  in  the  valley  of  the  Unudilla. 

Bennett  was  the  pioneer  tavern-keeper,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  merchant  in  the  town,  although  it  is 
claimed  by  some  that  Ileury  Randall  kept  the  first  store, 
in  1810.  " 

Jabez  Beardsley  was  a prominent  settler  in  the  western 
part  of  this  town,  on  the  river.  He  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land  from  Matthew  Bennett  and  David  Coburn.  Mr. 
Beardsley  was  an  active  pioneer,  and  did  much  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  town.  He  owned  a grist-  and  saw-mill 
on  the  Unadilla  river,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  present 
village  of  New  Berlin,  which  was  without  doubt  the  first  in 
the  town. 

Mr.  Beardsley  was  supervisor  of  Pittsfield  for  a period 
of  eleven  years. 

An  early  settler  was  Gardner  Hall,  who  came  from  Pow- 
nal,  Vt.,  and  purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  C.  G. 
Ilall,  Esq. 

The  first  physician  who  came  to  minister  to  the  wants  of 
the  little  settlement  was  Dr.  Joseph  0.  Cone,  who,  together 
with  Samuel  Tyler  and  Captain  Aaron  Noble,  emigrated 
from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  1793,  and  to  them  is  ascribed  the 
honor  of  naming  the  town. 

Dr.  Cone  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  O.  L.  Hall, 
and  Messrs.  Noble  A Tyler  were  the  pioneers  at  Pittsfield 
Centre,  locally  known  as  “ Pcektown.  ’ 

The  first  log  house  in  the  town  was  built  by  an  itinerant 
preacher  named  Canfield,  and  was  situated  on  the  bank  of 
Wharton  creek,  on  the  fiats  now  owned  bv  Jesse  Beardslee. 

0.  L.  Hall  is  an  honored  pioneer  of  this  town  who 
came  from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  1802.  lie  has  lived  to  see 
a dense  uninviting  wilderness  transformed  to  some  of  the 
finest  farming  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  old  Otsego. 

Among  those  who  followed  the  paths  through  the  inter- 
minable wilderness  and  sought  a home  in  this  vicinity  was 
Joseph  Briggs,  who  came  from  the  “ Green  Mountain  State," 
and  was  among  the  first  of  the  early  settlers. 

In  that  early  day  hardships  and  privations  wore  the  com- 
mon lot  of  the  few  courageous  settlers  who  occupied  this 
territory.  \\  hen  we  state  that  the  nearest  grist-mill  was 
elrvi'ii  miles  distant,  and  was  only  reached  after  a weary 
trawl  through  the  forest  by  way  of  marked  trees,  some  ideal 
is  bad  of  Pittsfield  eighty  years  ago.  Many  dreaded  the 
long  and  weary  “going  to  mill,"  and  instead  used  the  spring- 


pole,  pestle,  and  mortar, — a common  method  in  the  early 
days  of  making  meal  and  samp. 

At  the  date  of  Mr.  Briggs’  settlement  the  forests 
abounded  in  wild  beasts,  and  it  was  not  an  uncommon  oc- 
currence upon  the  return  from  a neighbor’s  in  the  evening 
to  be  followed  by  a bear.  These  animals  were  very  trouble- 
some, and  made  sad  havoc  among  the  pigs  and  other  domes- 
tic animals. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  a captain  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Silas  Briggs,  a son,  was  nine  years  of  age  when  be  came 
herewith  bis  father,  and  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  II is  son,  Frank  H.  Briggs,  now  occu- 
pies the  old  homestead,  which  has  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family  nearly  a century. 

Among  others  who  have  been  prominently  identified  with 
this  town  from  an  early  date  are  Augustus  Sheldon.  Gard- 
ner Sheldon,  H.  Randall,  Benjamin  Eddy,  Ezekiel  Chapin, 
Asa  Chase,  Ebcnezer  Abby,  Nathan  Palmer,  Nathan  Cary, 
and  Ira  Meeker. 

Stephen  Hawkins  settled  in  Pittsfield  in  about  1824, 
on  the  premises  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Reuben  II.  Haw- 
kins, the  present  proprietor  of  the  Pittsfield  grist-  and  saw- 
mills. 

The  Arkwright  cotton-factory  was  established  in  1832 
by  Jabez  Beardsley,  General  Jacob  Morris,  Judge  Franchot, 
David  M.  Hardy,  Joseph  Peck,  A.  G.  Washburn,  Captain 
Dan  Smith,  D.  L.  Adams,  and  C.  Perkins.  In  1844  a 
second  factory  was  erected  by  the  same  parties.  These  were 
the  finest  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  State  at  that 
time.  Both  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1847.  Loss  S80,0U0, 
no  insurance.  One  of  these  factories  has  been  rebuilt,  but 
at  the  present  time  is  not  in  operation.  It  is  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  Hardin. 

The  earliest  settlers  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  were 
Seth  Harrington  and  Benjamin  Eddy,  who  located  soon 
after  1793  ; but  the  exact  date  of  their  settlement  is  not 
known. 

The  first  school  was  taught  at  Pittsfield  by  Beujamin 
Pendleton. 

Among  the  pioneers  was  Capt.  Abel  De  Forest.  In  a 
letter  from  the  captain’s  nephew,  Lee  De  Forest,  of  Evans- 
ton, 111.,  he  says,  “ My  father  came  from  Connecticut  and 
settled  iu  what  is  now  the  southwest  corner  of  Edmeston, 
in  1795.  The  floor  and  roof  of  the  house  were  made  by 
splitting  out  slabs.  The  floor  was  raised  up  two  and  a 
half  feet  or  so,  and  the  fire  on  the  ground,  with  a stick 
chimney,  so  that  the  floor  was  used  as  a table.  Some 
years  previous,  his  uncle.  Captain  Abel  De  Forest,  who  was 
present  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre,  settled  on  a lot 
adjoining,  that  is  now  in  the  town  of  Pittsfield.  In  July, 
1875,  Mr.  William  De  Forest,  of  Binghamton,  son  of 
Captain  Abel  De  Forest,  celebrated  his  eighty-first  birthday 
where  he  was  horn.  The  place  is  now,  and  has  long  bu  n 
known  as  Mcker  Hill,  which,  together  with  the  Gideon  De 
Forest  farm  just  above,  has  for  years  been  without  a sinjle 
resident,  being  owned  and  occupied  by  those  living  on  the 
j creek  and  river. 

The  following  letter,  published  in  the  At w lin-Im 
I Gazette  in  1875,  by  request  of  C.  G.  Hall,  may  not  ho 
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uninteresting:  “Mr.  William  De  Forest,  of  Binghamton, 
celebrated  his  eighty-first  birthday  by  visiting  the  place 
where  he  was  born,  on  Meker  Hill,  in  Pittsfield,  on  Mon- 
day last,  July  31.  The  land  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  William  G.  Hall,  who  chanced  to  be  upon  the  premises, 
and  pointed  out  to  Mr.  De  Forest  the  exact  place  where 
his  father’s  house  stood.  He  also  stated  to  Mr.  Ilall  that 
he  celebrated  his  birthday  at  this  place  forty-one  years  ago, 
and  took  a chestnut  chinking  that  his  father  had  put 
between  the  logs  of  the  house  home  with  him,  and  had  a 
cane  turned  of  it  and  handsomely  ornamented,  and  which 
he  keeps  in  his  bureau  drawer.  He  also  informed  Mr.  Hall 
that  when  a young  man  he  carried  his  sweetheart,  Olive 
Hall,  to  a ball  on  horseback,  and,  as  was  the  custom  in 
those  days,  she  rode  behind  him  on  the  same  horse. 
He  made  an  agreement  to  visit  her  the  next  Sunday 
evening,  but  before  the  time  arrived  he  was  drafted,  and 
on  his  way  to  Sacket’s  Harbor.  He  said  that  when 
he  was  a boy  his  father  sent  him  to  mill  on  horseback, 
and  in  returning,  it  being  dark,  he  got  lost  in  the  woods, 
and,  hitching  his  horse  to  a tree,  slept  all  night  on  the 
ground.  He  also  said  that  he  and  his  brother  Gideon, 
who  lived  half  a mile  above,  went  to  help  Mr.  Meker 
butcher,  and  on  his  return  home  after  dark,  having  a piece 
of  meat  in  his  hand,  the  wolves  scented  the  meat,  and 
chased  him  home.  When  asked  if  he  should  have  thrown 
away  the  meat  if  the  wolves  had  taken  hold  of  him,  he 
said,  ‘No,  not  as  long  as  I had  a butcher-knife  in  my 
hand.’  ” He  was  born  in  1794,  and  his  father,  Captain 
Abel  De  Forest,  if  not  the  first,  was  among  the  first,  settlers. 
Other  early  settlers  were  the  Holdens,  the  Cones,  the 
Nobles,  the  Tylers,  the  Heringtons,  the  Halls,  the  Beards- 
lees,  and  the  Briggs  families. 

The  first  mills  in  town  were  built  by  Mr.  Atwell,  and 
stood  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Wharton  creek,  a few  rods 
below  the  Arkwright  factory  dam.  and  in  the  place  where 
now  stands  the  frame  of  a saw-mill ; were  built  about  the 
year  1793  or  1794,  and  consisted  of  a saw-mill,  grist-mill, 
and  oil-mill.  Benjamin  Hall  and  Luke  Metcalf  became 
the  owners  after  a few  years,  and  continued  so  until  1S1G, 
when  the  mills  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

Asa  Carpenter  lost  his  life  at  these  mills  by  going  in 
after  dark  to  get  a grist,  and  falling  through  on  the  rocks 
under  the  mills.  Gardner  Carpenter  performed  a feat  at 
the  bridge  below  the  mills,  which  had  but  one  bent  line 
sixty  feet  in  length  and  twenty  feet  above  the  water. 
Having  spent  the  evening  at  New  Berlin  in  song  and  story, 
he  started  for  home  on  his  faithful  horse,  with  a friend 
seated  behind  him.  As  the  night  was  dark,  and  time  not 
precious,  the  horse  was  permitted  to  go  his  way  without 
the  usual  guidance  from  the  bridle-rein.  When  they 
arrived  at  home  he  was  met  with  astonishment,  and  asked 
how  lie  crossed  the  creek,  which  was  at  high  flood.  “ Why, 
on  the  bridge,  of  course,”  he  replied.  He  was  told  that 
the  flood  had  carried  the  bridge  away,  and  that  could  not  . 
be.  The  songs  and  stories  of  the  evening  were  immedi- 
ately forgotten,  and  with  lights,  and  a number  of  neighbors 
aroused  from  their  slumbers  to  visit  the  place  and  see  how 
it  was,  they  arrived  at  the  bridge,  which  the  two  were 
positive  they  had  crossed,  and  the  neighbors  were  as  posi- 


tive they  had  not,  for  the  bridge  had  been  carried  off  before 
evening.  As  not  unfrequcntly  happens,  both  parties  were 
right,  and  both  wrong.  The  bridge  had  gone  off,  with  the 
exception  of  the  middle  stringer,  on  which  the  ever-faithful 
and  trusty  horse  had  carried  the  two  friends  over,  as  the 
prints  of  the  horseshoe  on  the  stringer  clearly  proved. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  the  same  person. 
Gardner  Carpenter,  was  the  keeper  of  a hotel  in  the  house 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Northrup,  long  known 
as  the  Randolph  Hotel.  Election  was  held  at  his  house, 
and  it  seems  that  some  persons  from  Cooperstown,  the 
county-scat,  had  taken  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  result, 
and  not  being  provided  with  the  usual  facilities  of  the 
present  day  to  exert  their  influence,  had  come  on  in  person 
in  the  early  morning  to  insure  the  success  of  their  ticket. 
With  an  industry  and  perseverance  that  beavers  need  not 
have  been  ashamed  of,  they  had  worked  from  early  morn 
until  near  the  close  of  the  day,  when  they  confidently 
counted  upon  a success  that  they  and  their  friends  at  home 
would  feel  proud  of;  but,  alas!  as  the  happy  mariner  with 
fair  skies  and  favorable  winds  sometimes  meets  with  storms 
on  the  eve  of  his  arrival  that  destroy  all  his  happy  antici- 
pations, so  did  the  worthy  gentlemen  from  Cooperstown. 
Before  the  sun’s  last  rays  were  confined  to  the  hill-tops, 
two  crotchets  were  driven  down,  a pole  stretched  across 
under  a kettle-bail,  and  under  the  kettle  a fire  started.  It 
was  soon  evident  from  the  strong  odor  that  passed  through 
the  open  window  of  the  upper  hall,  in  which  the  votes 
were  taken,  that  the  contents  of  that  kettle  was  tar. 
Another  glance  would  have  discovered  a rope  dangling 
over  the  sign-post,  and  a little  closer  inspection  would  have 
discovered  a goose's  tail-feathers  stretching  out  from  under 
a box  that  sat  near  by,  but  what  evidently  was  not  large 
enough  to  cover  up  all  the  bird.  We  have  only  to  add 
that  the  above  preparations  had  not  been  completed  loner 
before  some  tall  stepping  was  done  from  the  back  door  of 
the  hotel, — not  exactly  in  a direct  line  to  Cooperstown, 
but  nevertheless  which  ultimately  resulted  in  the  arrival  of 
the  absent  politicians  without  the  canvass  of  the  vote  of 
Pittsfield  at  the  election. 

At  that  early  period,  when  but  little  land  was  cleared, 
melons  were  raised  without  much  difficulty,  and  Dr.  Cone 
was  the  owner  of  a fine  patch.  Although  the  doctor  was 
generous,  and  would  give  with  pleasure  to  all  who  would 
take  the  trouble  to  ask,  still  there  were  those  who  ['re- 
ferred not  even  to  take  that  trouble.  And  the  doctor  took 
the  liberty  to  carefully  iusert  some  tartar  emetic  in  a few 
very  prominently-exposed  melons  of  his  patch.  Result : 
The  doctor  was  called  up  in  the  night  to  go  to  the  bedside 
of  a number  of  young  men  that  had  all  at  once  found  a 
great  disturbance  occurring  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
stomach  and  bowels.  After  a most  searching  and  caretul 
examination  the  doctor  concluded  that  the  patient'  had 
been  eating  too  much  fruit,  and  gave  them  to  undvrsta’  1 
that  although  he  could  cure  them  quite  readily  this  tin 
he  might  not  have  so  much  success  the  next,  and  it  "•  mi 
be  far  better  and  more  safe  not  to  eat  fruit  to  excess. 

Another  neighbor,  who  had  a fine  patch  of  unions.  ar  t 
also  a number  of  large  boys,  boasted  that  whoever  mi  md 
dare  to  meddle  with  iiis  melons  would  be  brought  up  to  the 


, 


■ 

. 

■ 

, 

' 


mm-***’"'-: 


* 


i 


, 


HISTORY  or  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


289 


1,  use  and  taken  care  of  until  morning.  It  was  not  Ion" 
,(t,T  that  a good  night  arrived  for  melon-thieves.  Of 
r urse  a strict  watch  was  kept  on  the  choice  patch.  Finally 
a number  of  cow-bells  were  heard  to  jingle  in  the  neigh- 
{..rhuod  of  the  cornfield,  among  them  their  own  bell.  An 
, -tive  search  was  mTide  by  the  farmer  and  sons,  but  before 
d„.y  quite  arrived  where  the  bells  jingled,  the  bells  would 
**,,p  and  jingle  in  another  part  of  the  field.  At  last,  after 
a fruitless  search,  they  returned  to  resume  watch  of  the 
melons,  only  to  find  the  melons  gone  and  the  vines  staked. 
Another  farmer  arranged  a gun  to  shoot  the  bear  that  vis- 
ited his  cornfield,  and,  to  his  surprise,  found  his  cow  dead 
where  he  expected  to  find  the  bear. 

The  first  hotel  in  town  was  kept  in  the  house  now  owned 
bv  Charles  Meclburg,  by  Holden,  and  stands  some  fifteen 
rods  east  of  Peck’s  Hotel,  and  is  occupied  by  Elijah 
Hawkins. 

The  following  old  record  is  interesting  as  a remiuiscence 


of  the  past : 


Pittsfi kld,  3<I  May,  1799. 

Sir, — The  following  is  a true  list  of  votes  taken  in  Pittsfield  at 
tho  late  election  for  senator,  as  appears  by  our  canvass: 

Vincent  Mathews,  one  hundred  and  one. 

Moss  Kent,  one  hundred  and  one. 

Joseph  Whitford,  four. 

Edward  Pratt,  four.. 

Isaac  Nash,  one. 


Isaac  Nash, 

Joseph  Whitford, 
David  Molbert, 

Inspector*  of  Election. 


ltec’d  by  Joseph  Whitford,  Sth  May. 


On  April  4,  179S,  Stephen  Herington,  tavern-keeper, 
gave  bonds  in  the  sum  of  ,£50,  before  Isaac  Nash,  justice 
of  the  peace,  not  to  suffer  any  playing  at  cards  or  dice, 
keep  any  billiard-table,  or  any  shuffling-board,  or  suffer  any 
cock-fighting  in  his  yard  or  garden,  or  any  outhouse  thereto 


belonging. 

O O 


On  June  14,  179S,  the  commissioners  of  highways,  Jo- 
seph Briggs  and  Joseph  Nearing,  laid  out  a highway  from 
David  Johnson’s  to  Amos  Thurston’s.  Cyrenus  Noble, 


surveyor. 


On  July  3,  1798,  Isaac  Nash,  supervisor,  Joseph  Whit- 
ford,  assessor,  and  David  Haiburt,  town  clerk,  made  out  the 
following  list  of  persons  competent  to  serve  as  jurors : 
Comfort  Ruggles,  Henry  Nearing,  Joseph  Nearing,  Mar- 
tin Noble,  Caleb  Lull,  Amos  Perry,  Nathaniel  Daniels,  Jr., 
Samuel  Warner,  Henry  Sweet,  Crowell  Gross,  Solomon 
Davis,  Benajah  Davis,  David  Haiburt,  Benjamin  Bragg, 
Joseph  Medbury,  Eli  Stetson.  John  Bell,  J.  Manchester, 
Janies  Kelly,  Oliver  Gorton,  Job  Gorton,  Samuel  Basset, 
James  Hale,  Abner  Lull,  Woolcott  During,  Abel  Doming, 
Gardner  Carpenter,  Noah  Matthcwson,  Stephen  Herington, 
David  Adams,  Asal  Adams,  Asa  Bowdish,  Sherman  Board- 
■nan,  Job  Cole,  Robert  Barton,  Yolverton  Briggs,  Ben- 
jamin Gardner,  Job  Eldred,  Frederick  Woodard,  Joseph 
^ lutford,  Timothy  Stetson,  James  Church,  Whitman 
f hureh,  Timothy  Dimock,  Jr.,  Daniel  Adams,  Joseph 
Griggs,  Roger  Scrambling,  Gardner  Hall,  Aaron  Noble, 
David  Gorton,  Remington  Kinyon,  Henry  Cassweil,  Ezra 
Darton,  Stephen  Abby,  William  Adams,  Timothy  Rockwell, 
^ illiam  Garatt,  David  Column,  Mather  Beuuct,  Luke 
Metcalf,  John  B.  Noss,  John  Stewart. 




On  July  15,  1799,  the  undersigned  petitioned  the  com- 
| missioners  of  highways  to  lay  out  a road  commencing  west 
I of  Dr.  Joseph  O.  Cone’s,  near  his  ten-acre  inclosed  field, 
and  running  northerly  under  the  hills,  strike  the  ledge  of 
rocks  near  the  mills  of  Captain  Jabez  Beardslce,  on  the  Una- 
dilla  river:  Mumford  Downing,  Ebin  Bennct,  Salmon 

Fairchild,  Matthew  Bennct,  Daniel  Adams,  Nathan  Smith, 
Gardner  Carpenter,  Dr.  Joseph  O.  Cone,  Aarou  Noble, 
Gardner  Hall,  Stephen  Edwards,  Joseph  Briggs. 

Jan.  8,  1S00,  the  undersigned  voters  of  Pittsfield  called 
a special  town-meeting  to  elect  a justice  of  the  peace: 
Henry  Nearing,  Whitford  Church,  Amos  Thurston,  James 
Church,  Jr.,  Hubbard  Church,  Comfort  Ruggles,  Eli  Stet- 
son, Thomas  Knap,  Jr.,  Samuel  Stetson,  J.  Holdridge, 
Jehial  Jaeson,  Daniel  Watson,  Abraham  Benedict. 

January  1801  and  1802,  the  following  persons  were 
granted  licenses  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  in  the  town  of 
Pittsfield,  and  paid  $5  for  each  license:  Joseph  Whitford, 

Samuel  Anderson,  William  Garratt,  John  Colton,  Charles 
Eldred,  Stephen  Herington,  and  David  Coburn. 

At  the  annual  town-meeting,  held  the  first  Tuesday  in 
March,  1807,  Dr.  Joseph  O.  Cone  was  chosen  moderator; 
Samuel  Tyler,  town  clerk  ; Luke  Metcalf,  supervisor  ; Capt. 
Jabez  Beardslee  assessor  for  the  middle  part  of  the  town. 
Benjamin  Edey  for  the  eastern  part,  and  John  Alcott  for 
the  southern  part  of  the  town  ; Joseph  Briggs  was  chosen 
constable  and  collector.  It  was  moved  and  seconded,  that 
there  should  be  but  one  constable.  Luke  Metcalf  entered 
bail  for  the  constable  and  collector.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded,  that  hereafter  all  votes  shall  be  by  the  uplifted 
hand.  Alpheus  Jeffries,  Francis  Herington,  Salmon  Fair- 
childs were  chosen  commissioners  of  highways.  Benjamin 
Hall  and  Hubbard  Goodrich  were  chosen  poor-masters. 
Jonathan  Holden  and  Eleazer  Duren  were  chosen  fence- 
viewers.  Capt.  Jabez  Beardslee,  Jonathan  Holden,  Samuel 
Tyler,  N.  Smith,  Stephen  Campbell,  James  Hall,  Jonathan 
Lincoln,  Henry  Tyler,  Juda  Cone,  and  Joseph  Briggs  were 
chosen  path  masters. 

It  was  voted  not  to  pay  any  bounty  hereafter  for  the  kill- 
ing of  wolves  or  other  wild  animals.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded,  that  the  next  town-meeting  shall  be  held  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Tyler. 

In  1810,  Dr.  William  G.  Hall  was  supervisor.  In  that 
year  there  were  two  hundred  and  seventeen  tax-payers,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  whom  were  non-residents,  leaving  sixty- 
one  resident  taxpayers.  Valuation  of  real  estate,  8124.097  ; 
personal,  S26G0  ; grand  total.  8120,757  ; ratio,  4.1  ; school 
money,  $184.48;  town  charges,  §94.53;  county  charges, 
8111.54;  reassessment,  $4.81  ; State  tax,  $120.75  ; total, 
519.70;  school  money  from  State,  $58.42  ; collector,  James 
White.  Return  of  persons  competent  to  serve  as  jurors 
May  14,  1S1 1 : Thaddeus  Bristol,  Jabez  Beardslee,  Lemuel 
Bennett,  Gardner  Carpenter,  Eleazer  Duran,  Benjamin 
Edey,  Hubbard  Goodrich,  Alpheus  Goodrich.  Caleb  Her- 
ington, Jonathan  Lincoln,  Experience  Mclntire,  Salmon 

i Mallett.  Luke  Metcalf,  Henry  Randle,  Sheldon  W 1 in, 

j John  Cone,  Joseph  Cone,  William  G.  Hall.  Benjamin  Hall, 
j Juda  Cone,  Arthur  Love,  Samuel  Love,  David  Lewis,  and 
I Silas  Briggs.  Benjamin  Hall,  Joseph  Briggs,  Benjamin 
I Edy,  assessors. 
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School  districts  Nos.  1 and  2 were  formed  in  May,  1813. 
District  No.  1 was  bounded  on  t he  north  by  the  land  of  Dr. 
Joseph  C.  Cone,  and  west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  known  as  the 
Boardslee  district.  Captain  Jabez  Bcardsloe  was  an  early 
settler  in  the  district,  and  the  owner  of  a farm  of  GOO  acres, 
now  owned  by  his  son,  Captain  Jesse  Beardslee.  The  first 
school-meeting  of  district  No.  2 was  called  by  William  G. 
Hall,  and  held  at  the  house  of  Amariah  Plumb  (now  known 
as  the  Munn  house),  on  Tuesday,  June  14,  1813.  Arch. 
Smith  was  chosen  moderator,  William  G.  Hall  district 
clerk,  Gardner  Hall,  Amariah  Plumb,  aud  James  White 
trustees. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  was  voted  to  build  a 
school-house,  which  was  the  first  frame  school-house  in  the 
town.  This  was  erected  on  the  farm  long  owned  by  Dr. 
William  G.  Hall,  and  now  owned  aud  occupied  by  his 
son,  C.  G.  Hall.  Th  is  house,  although  it  has  not  been 
used  in  many  years  for  school  purposes,  has  passed  into  his- 
tory as  “ the  old  red  school-house,”  from  a poem  written  by 
Mrs.  A.  Arvilla  Fry,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  G.  Hall, 
and  published  in  the  Journal.  Below  are  the  names  of 
those  who  paid  the  first  school  tax  in  district  No.  2 in 
1814:  Reoloff  Tenbroeck,  Mrs.  Plumb,  Daniel  Delong, 
Joseph  Briggs,  Gardner  Hall,  William  G.  Hall,  Thomas 
Smith,  Silas  Briggs,  Sophronia  Manonnel,  Mrs.  Perry,  Mis. 
Cone,  William  Waterman,  William  Cady,  Benjamin  Cone, 
Benjamin  Perry,  Joseph  Briggs,  Jr.,  John  SheldoD,  Wil- 
liam Tyler. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

of  which  any  record  exists  was  held  at  the  dwelling-house 
of  Benjamin  Hall,  on  March  3,  1S12,  when  Luke  Metcalf 
was  elected  supervisor,  and  William  G.  Hall  town  clerk. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
from  18P2  to  1878: 


Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 


1812 

William 

G.  Hull. 

1813 

it 

“ 

it 

it 

1814 

tt 

tt 

it 

U 

1815 

tt 

tt 

u 

ti 

1816 

it 

tt 

it 

it 

1817 

G.  Ilall. 

William 

Hall. 

1818 

“ 

it 

ti 

U 

1819 

it 

it 

it 

tt 

1820 

it 

U 

1821 

it 

it 

it 

it 

1822 

it 
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it 

1823 

“ 

tt 

it 

tt 

1824 

a 

tt 

it 

it 

1825 

“ 

“ 

tt 

it 

1826 

Hall. 

Parley  Bassett. 

1827 

“ 

Ransom 

Spafford. 

1828 

tt 

U 

1829 

a 

it 

it 

1830 

it 

“ 

1831 

it 

ti 

it 

1*32 

it 

“ 

(( 

ti 

1833 

it 

it 

it 

ti 

1834 

it 

it 

Supervisors.  Town  Clerk«. 

1851  Adrian  Foote.  Wm.  G.  Hall. 

1852  “ “ “ “ 

185.1 Lyman  I’.  Ilall.  “ “ 

1854  Clark  Chamberlain.  “ “ 

1855  Orrin  Adams.  Andrew  II.  Foote. 

1856  Chas.  Mcdbury.  Win.  G.  Hall. 

1857  Jared  Todd.  Andrew  H.  Foote. 

1S58 John  C.  Spafford.  3Vni.  V.  Caswell. 

1859  William  Beardslee.  Smith  G.  Cook. 

1860  “ “ John  M.  Roberts. 

1861  William  P.  Bennett.  Chas.  Richardson. 

1862  William  Beardslee.  Russell  C.  Holbrook. 

1862 Abram  E.  llurlburt.  “ “ 

1S64 Chester  Card.  “ “ 

1865  

1866  Charles  Mcdbury.  H.  C.  Spafford. 

1867  “ “ James  W.  Matteson. 

1868  Joshua  Matteson.  Wm.  A.  Card. 

1869  “ “ Allen  0.  Backus. 

1876 William  W.  Doming.  Alvin  Peek. 

1371 .-. “ “ “ 

1872 Levi  Thayer.  William  W.  Doming. 

1573  Ruloff  T.  Beardslee.  William  Hunt. 

1574  James  Simmons.  Wm.  G.  Peck. 

1875  

1876  Joshua  Matteson.  Wm.  G.  Peek. 

1877  William  A.  Card.  William  Medbury.* 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  18G5  there  were  13,437  acres  of  improved  land  in 
Pittsfield,  and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  8699. SIT. 
There  were  1906  acres  of  plowed  land.  Bushels  of  spring 
wheat  harvested,  212  ; bushels  of  wiuter  wheat  (1S64),  2 : 
bushels  of  oats,  15,189;  bushels  of  rye,  156;  bushels  > f 
barley,  288;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  1453;  bushels  of  In- 
dian corn,  9317  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  15,903;  bushels  of 
peas,  49  ; bushels  of  beans,  310  ; bushels  of  turnips,  SG7  ; 
pounds  of  hops,  50,515;  pounds  of  tobacco,  135;  bushels 
of  apples,  12,082  ; barrels  of  cider,  221  ; pounds  of  maple 
sugar,  17,267  ; pounds  of  liouey,  1444;  pounds  of  butter, 
113,770;  pounds  of  cheese,  24,600. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  of  plowed  land, 
1988;  in  pasture,  6967;  acres  mown,  53S1  ; bushels  of 
barley  produced,  94  ; buckwheat,  1824  ; corn,  14,165;  oats, 
34,739;  spring  wheat,  61;  winter  wheat,  124;  pounds  of 
hops,  55,457  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  27,664;  pounds  of  butter 
made,  120,045;  cheese,  7315. 

Area. — Pittsfield  has  an  area  of  22,584  acres,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  which  is  §523,645,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  is  S361,344. 
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MILITARY  RECORD. 

List  of  soldiers  furnished  bv  the  town  of  Pittsfield  Juri-'-j 


1835 David  B.  St.  John.  Jetiicl  Spafford. 

1830 “ “ John  C.  Spafford. 

1837  “ “ “ “ 

1838  " “ llarry  W.  Green. 

1839  “ « “ “ 

1840  “ « « « 

1841  “ “ John  C.  Spafford. 

is  12 “ 

18  13 “ “ Win.  G.  Hall,  Jr. 

1814  “ “ « 

1815  Ransom  Spafford.  Harry  W.  Green. 

18  16 “ “ Adrian  Foote. 

1817 “ “ Nelson  Clark. 

IS  18 John  C.  Spafford.  Cyril  Beardslee. 

1819 Adrian  Foote.  C.  G.  Hall. 

1850 John  C.  Spafford.  Wm.  G.  Hall. 


the  late  Kebellion,  as  compiled  by  Chester  Card. 

Levi  C.  Beumisi*,  enl.  in  the  121st  Rcgt. 

Rubin  Card,  enl.  in  the  121st  Uegt. 

Stephen  B.  Card. 

John  Chase. 

Charles  l.  Downing,  enl.  in  the  l2l>t  Rogt. 

Edward  Kidder,  enl.  in  the  121st  K*  .t. 

Edgar  A.  Hulburt,  enl.  in  the  2d  Heavy  Art. 

Ilimm  Barber,  enl.  in  the  140th  llegt. 

Wm.  It.  Patrick,  onl.  in  the  I ’ 2d  It-  ^t. 

Jeremiah  Ik  St  ait,  enl.  in  the  l.V2d  Kcgt. 


& r*c<  "Willium  G.  Peck,  resigned. 


. 

t. 


■ 


. 


Residence  or  JESSE  BEAROSLEE.  hnsriao.  Otsloo  Co, li.Y 


Mrs.  Wm.G.  Hall 

(deceased ) 


f 1L— 


i 


. . . 


Resioencc  or  CALCB  G.  HALL.  PirrsriELO.  Orsr&o  County, 


N.Y. 
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jMfj.h'n  MilU,  t*nl.  in  the  J.'i.'M  Rn|{t. 

Th  iyer,  fill,  in  tin1  l.Viil 
Ku»hal  IferritiKton,  eiil.  in  the '.tilth  Uefft. 

Winvor,  eul.  in  the  132i|  R>-Kt. 

Rirturil  SI  1‘ilinan,  pni.  in  the  1.V.M  Re^t. 

Jmin-a  W.  Cri)wn,enl.  in  the  l.Vjil  Rngt. 

1 > ail f. J rtl  llruce.  enl.  in  the  l.Viii  Regt. 

M .rrii*  h.  llruce,  enl.  in  the  l.V-M  R""t. 

Mrlihen  Ridley,  enl.  in  the  1 jdd  ll'  itt. 

V*  (llUni  T.  Gallup,  Old.  in  the  152d  Rejft. 

\ altt.in iel  Fenton,  enl.  in  the  132'l  Kent. 

>Vm  Herrington,  enl.  in  the  l V2d  Regt. 
lien.  R.  Cole,  enl.  in  the  leAl  Rent. 

U»i  H'  enl.  in  the  152«1  Regt. 
l!-nrv  A*.  Waters,  enl.  in  the  l;V2«l  Regt. 

Kui^'l  Cole,  enl.  in  the  1'>2<1  Regt. 
j.»hn  McLewli,  enl.  in  the  l'»2d  Regt. 

<1i*rlea  Keach,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt. 

|C/ra  Brown,  enl.  in  the  15’2cl  Regt. 
j >«lma  Stevens,  enl.  in  the  IfuM  Regt. 

William  G.  Radley,  enl.  in  the  l.V2d  Regt. 

M.plien  1*.  Will  ling,  enl.  in  the  l')2d  Regt. 

I’«»rtit*  Cogsliell,  enl.  in  the  152»1  Regt. 

Edward  M.  Bard,  enl.  in  the  9*>th  Regt. 

George  W.  Terrell,  Horace  Potter,  Sanford  Wilbur,  A.  Richanlson,  Andrew 
Gaycon,  Win.  0.  Hawkins,  Smith  G.Cook,  Thoniis  Davy,  Marviu  Kellogg. 
J.xd  M.  Denton,  enl.  in  tho  121st  Regt. 

Wjd.  Shipman,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Delos  Edily,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

J.ihU  Walling,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt. 

Richard  Carr,  enl.  in  t lie  90th  Regt. 

Edwin  Carr,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Gardner  Tobias,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt. 

Albert  Smith. 

Hold.  D.  Place,  enl.  in  the  152d  Regt. 

James  Simmons. 

Geo.  Champlin,  R.  T.  Thayer. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


WILLIAM  G.  HALL 

was  born  in  Pownal,  Bennington  Co.,  Vt.,  Jan.  2,  1785. 
His  father,  Gardner  Hall,  was  at  the  time  a merchant  in 
company  with  his  brother  William,  who  were  also  large 
manufacturers  of  potash.  When  four  years  of  age  he  was 
crossing  a brook  that  ran  near  the  house  and  fell  in,  and  it 
was  not  until  he  had  floated  several  rods  down  the  stream 
that  he  was  discovered  and  rescued. 

Fond  of  his  school  and  his  books,  his  progress  was 
rapid. 

In  1797  a reverse  of  fortune  occurred  to  the  firm,  and 
his  father  moved  to  Burlington  (now  Pittsfield),  Otsego 
Co.,  N.  Y.  He  was  assisted  by  Captain  Caleb  B.  Gardner, 
father  of  Amy  Gardner,  his  wife,  to  purchase  50  acres  of 
land,  being  a part  of  the  homestead  owned  by  Dr.  William 
G.  Hall  at  his  decease.  This  land  was  first  purchased  of 
William  Cooper,  of  Cooperstown,  Sept.  2G,  1795,  by  Aaron 
Noble,  then  sold  to  Jeremiah  Stephens,  of  Hancock,  Berk- 
shire'Co.,  Mass.,  who  sold  the  same,  July  15,  1797,  to 
Gardner  Hall,  he  giving  his  bond  to  William  Cooper  for 
•C5G  12s.  6</.  This  land  was  purchased  by  William  G.  Hall 
<»f  his  father  in  1312,  and  sold  by  him  to  his  sou,  Caleb 
G.  Hall,  in  IS  18. 

Upon  his  removal  to  the  new  country  William  was  left 
with  his  relatives  to  attend  school;  after  three  years  at 
school  his  father  returned,  and  he  came  hack  with  him  to 
tlie  new  country  and  assisted  in  felling  the  forest  trees  and 
clearing  up  the  land. 

While  cutting  down  a large  tree  standing  near  the  top  of 
!l  hill,  and  just  as  it  began  to  fall  he  saw  that  his  brother 


Caleb,  aged  five  years,  had  started  to  come  to  him,  and  was 
where  the  top  of  the  tree  would  strike  the  ground.  There 
was  not  an  instant  to  lose;  dropping  the  axe,  lie  ran  under 
the  falling  tree,  caught  the  hoy  in  his  arms  and  carried  him 
out  of  harm’s  reach,  while  the  small  branches  of  the  top 
whipped  his  shoulders. 

But  the  labor  incident  to  a new  country  did  not  destroy 
his  love  of  learning,  and  the  evenings  generally  were  spent 
lying  upon  the  floor  of  the  log  house,  studying  his  school- 
books by  the  light  of  pine  knots.  He  was  very  thorough 
in  his  studies,  and  during  the  time  thus  occupied,  without 
the  assistance  of  teachers,  had  worked  out  and  copied  into 
large  books,  made  by  himself  of  foolscap  paper,  the  most 
importaut  problems  of  arithmetic,  trigonometry,  navigation, 
and  surveying. 

In  the  fall  of  1802  he  taught  school  in  the  Mill  district, 
which  was  the  first  organized  in  the  town.  The  mills  were 
owned  by  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Hall,  and  Luke  Metcalf. 
Mr.  Lyman  P.  Hall,  only  surviving  son  of  Benjamin  P., 
now  owns  and  occupies  his  father’s  residence.  With  money 
earned  by  teaching  and  mending  shoes  in  the  evenings,  he 
■purchased  clothes  and  books. 

May  29,  1804,  he  started  for  the  east  (the  “ down  coun- 
try,” as  it  was  then  called)  on  foot,  and,  with  his  pack  on 
his  back,  he  arrived  at  his  uncle’s,  Isaac  Hall,  in  Wickford, 
R.  I.,  August  1.  For  years  he  had  had  a strong  desire  to 
go  to  sea,  and  his  diary  informs  us  that  Sept.  12,  1804,  lie 
sailed  for  the  East  Indies,  on  the  ship  “ Mount  Hope.” 
The  bright  anticipations  of  his  youth  were  not  realized,  and 
one  voyage  satisfied  him  with  a seafaring  life.  When  lie 
returned  he  commenced  teaching  select  school,  and  study- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  Shaw,  of  Wickford,  R.  I.  In  1806 
he  became  a Master  Mason,  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  His 
time  was  then  occupied  in  studying  and  teaching  until 

1809.  The  Otsego  County  medical  society,  Oct.  27,  1809, 
granted  him  a license  to  practice  physic  and  surgery  within 
the  State. 

March  2G,  1S09,  lie  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joseph  O.  Cone,  of  Pittsfield,  N.  Y.  She  died  May  22, 

1810.  In  1S11  lie  married  Sarah  Tcnbroeck.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  living,  except 
Sarah,  wife  of  the  late  William  Beardslee  (died  1S55, 
aged  forty-two  years),  and  Arvilla,  wife  of  the  late  Barnet 
W.  Fry,  Esq.,  who  died  in  18G4.  His  father’s  family 
consisted  of  six  children — Gardner,  William  G.,  Henry, 
Ansel,  Orinel,  and  Olive.  His  father  died  March  22.  1S22, 
aged  sixty-nine  years;  his  mother,  Amy  Gardner,  died 
May  19,  1 330,  aged  sixty-six  years.  II is  grandfather, 
Robert  Hall,  died  May  12,  17G5,  aged  seventy -five;  his 
grandmother,  Patience  Hall,  died  Oet.  2,  177G,  aged  ninety- 
six  years. 

Mr.  Hall  soon  acquired  a large  practice,  riding  far  and 
near  iu  his  ministrations,  never  refusing  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons of  the  most  humble;  and  often  carrying  them  fund  as 
well  as  medicine,  lie  accomplished  much  good.  Two  of  hi- 
brothers,  Ansel  and  Caleb,  also  became  physicians  under 
his  instruction,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  a successful 
practice.  Many  others  read  medicine  with  him,  or  were 
prepared  for  teaching  school.  He  erected  in  li is  district 
the  second  frame  school-house  in  the  town,  which  has  he- 
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come  historic  from  a poem  written  by  his  daughter,  the  late 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Fry.  He  was  a liberal  subscriber  and  a trus- 
tee of  the  New  Berlin  academy,  and  delivered  the  inaug- 
ural address  at  the  opening  of  that  institution.  He  was  an 
attendant  of  the  Episcopal  church.  He  was  a great  reader, 
and  possessed  a remarkably  retentive  memory,  often  being 
able  to  repeat  whole  pages  of  a book  after  one  or  two 
perusals.  He  took  a warm  interest  in  politics,  but  inva- 
riably refused  nomination  for  any  office  the  duties  of  which 
would  interfere  with  his  profession.  He  was  surgeon  of 
the  54th  Regiment  of  Infantry  for  many  years,  by  appoint- 
ment of  Governor  Clinton.  He  did  not  believe  in  corpo- 
real punishment,  and  held  to  the  rule  of  the  law  of  love 
for  mau  and  beast. 

Of  his  personal  appearance,  Miss  Caroline  Do  Forest,  of 
Binghamton  (whose  father  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers, 
and  whose  brother,  William,  was  the  first  child  born  in 
Pittsfield),  says,  “ I have  a distinct  recollection  of  Dr.  Hall, 
his  fine  personal  appearance,  aud  courtly  manners.”  His 
health  remained  good  until  a short  time  before  his  death, 
when  his  right  side  became  paralyzed.  He  died  Dec.  15, 
185G. 

Sarah  T.  Hall,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  G.  Hall,  was  a daughter 
of  Mary  and  II.  Tenbroeck,  who  moved  from  New  Jersey  to 
Edmeston  in  1795,  and  purchased  what  was  known  as  the 
Tenbroeck  tract,  on  Wharton  creek.  Sarah  attended  school 
at  New  Brunswick  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  she 
came  to  Coopcrstown,  and  attended  the  academy  while  J. 
Fenimore  Cooper  was  a student  in  that  institution.  She 
inherited  from  her  parents  a healthy  constitution,  aud  pos- 
sessed a clear  mind  and  excellent  memory ; she  was  a val- 
uable assistant  to  her  husband,  not  only  in  domestic  duties, 
but  in  a great  degree  managing  the  farm,  enabling  him  to 
devote  most  of  his  time  to  his  professional  duties.  She 
was  a faithful  and  loving  wife  and  mother,  a kind  and  hos- 
pitable neighbor,  and  universally  esteemed.  She  died  Sept. 
18,  1871,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  her.  age. 


JABEZ  BEARDSLEE. 

William  Beardslee,  a native  of  Stratford,  England,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  the  year  1639.  His  family  consisted 
of  three  sons,  viz.,  John,  Joseph,  and  William.  John,  of 
the  second  generation,  is  supposed  to  be  the  father  of  Wil- 
liam, second,  who  had  five  sons,  viz.,  Ebenezer,  John,  \\  il- 
liam,  Jabez,  and  Enos.  Jabez  lived  in  Connecticut,  where 
he  passed  his  days ; to  him  were  born  three  sons,  viz.,  Abel, 
Abijah,  and  Enos.  Abijah  Beardslee,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Weston,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  in  1749. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  married  Bethiah  Sherwood. 

Jabez  Beardslee,  an  only  child  of  Abijah,  was  born  Feb. 
19,  1771).  His  father  died  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  at  the  age  of  eleven,  being  left  without  any  means  of 
support,  lie  was  taken  into  the  family  of  his  grandfather,  j 
where  he  remained  until  he  became  able  to  make  a start  in  j 
life  for  himself.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  married  ; 
Eunice  Summers ; and,  in  1799,  he  moved  to  the  present  | 
tow  n of  Pittsfield,  then  more  familiarly  known  as  I nadilla,  I 
and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  i 


son  Jesse  and  grandson  Augustus,  making  a purchase  , f 
200  acres,  for  which  he  paid  82500.  In  connection  w;  i, 
carrying  on  the  farm,  he  conducted  a milling  and  maim, 
facturing  business  to  the  date  of  his  death.  He  w.i' an 
extensive  land-holder,  owning  some  900  acres. 

To  Jabez  and  Eunice  Beardslee  were  born  twelve  cliildr.  n. 
viz.:  Bethiah,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Abijah. 
a very  excellent  man,  of  considerable  wealth,  who  died  .it 
the  age  of  seventy-one;  Nathan,  a distinguished  men  dvr 
of  the  bar,  who  died  Oct.  16,  1S31  ; Sarah,  wife  of  Edward 
C.  Williams  (deceased),  resides  at  New  Berlin;  Levi,  Karri 
1800,  dicil  1825;  Jesse,  born  1802;  Aaron,  born  ls<i;>. 
died  1864;  two,  who  died  in  infancy;  William,  ln.ru 
February,  1811,  died  Sept.  4,  1S70  ; Cyril,  born  October. 
1813,  now  living;  Alanson,  died  in  Florida,  1840. 

Jabez  Beardslee  died  Oct.  14,  1S54,  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  He  contributed  largely  to  school  and 
church  interests,  and  was  a constant  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal church  at  New  Berlin.  In  the  year  1814,  when  the 
church  was  erected  at  New  Berlin,  he  gave  nearly  one-haif 
its  entire  cost  for  the  purpose ; and  also,  in  1848,  when  the 
parsonage  was  given  to  the  society,  he  owning  one-half,  pre- 
sented it.  He  was  supervisor  seven  years,  and  held  many 
prominent  positions  of  trust  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

Jesse  Beardslee,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  entered  into 
copartnership  with  General  Augustus  C.  Welch,  of  New 
Berlin,  in  the  mercantile  business,  where  he  remained  three 
and  one-half  years.  He  was  with  Edward  C.  Williams  a 
brother-in-law)  six  years,  after  which  time  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  now  resides.  In  connection 
with  farming  he  took  much  interest  in  the  cotton  manu- 
facture, and  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  Arkwright 
cotton-mills,  located  on  his  farm.  He  was  married,  Jan. 
23,  1826,  to  Adaline  Angell.  The  result  of  this  union 
was  three  children,  viz.,  Mary  Cornelia,  Elizabeth  Ambrosia, 
and  Augustus  J.  Mrs.  Beardslee  died  September,  1843. 
In  March,  1845,  Mr.  Beardslee  married  Mrs.  Mary  Ann 
Hardaway,  to  whom  was  born  one  sou,  Nathan  Summers. 

Mr.  Beardslee  lias  ever  been  a man  of  integrity  and  up- 
rightness of  character,  contributing  largely  to  the  church, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  childhood.  M hen 
the  new  stone  edifice  was  erected  in  New  Berlin  he  gave 
liberally,  furnishing  all  of  the  stone  from  his  own  farm, 
which  has  ever  been  known  as  the  “ Garden  ot  Otsego. 


CHAPTER  L X V. 

TOWN  OF  PLAINFIELD. 

Org-ini/at  ion  — Geographical  — Natural  Features — First  Pot  tiers 
Their  Locations — Incidents — Initial  Events — The  hir.-t  T""u- 
Meeting — Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerk-  from  the 
Organization  of  the  Town  to  1$7S — Present  Town  official-- 
A grieullurnl  mid  (!.  ncral  Slat  i.-t  ies — A rca — A - sessed  an  I I . tu  . - ■ ‘ 
Valuation — Population. 

This  town,  upon  the  organization  of  the  county, 
embraced  in  the  old  town  ol  Otsego,  and  remained  a pir- 
of  that  town  until  1792,  when  Richfield  was  set  <dl.  and 
embraced  in  addition  to  its  present  territory  the  towns  >‘t 
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Plainfield  and  Exeter.  Plainfield  was  set  oil  simultane- 
ity with  Exeter,  on  March  25,  170!).  It  is  the  north- 
west corner  town  in  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows  : 

,,0  the  north  by  the  counties  of  Oneida  and  Herkimer  ; 

the  east  by  Herkimer  county,  and  the  towns  of  Rich- 
field and  Exeter;  on  the  south  by  Exeter,  Burlington,  and 
Kdmeston ; and  on  the  west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  which 
m-jiaratcs  it  from  Madison  county.  The  surface  is  a hilly 
upland,  the  bluffs  along  the  river  rising  to  the  height  of 
jilO  feet.  It  is  purely  an  agricultural  town,  and  the  soil 
consists  chiefly  of  a clayey  and  sandy  loam. 

The  first  settlements  in  this  town  were  made  in  the  year 
17113.  Among  the  first  who  penetrated  the  forest,  and 
located  in  this  at  that  tiuie  isolated  region,  were  John  Kil- 
bourne,  Elias  Wright,  Ruggles  Spooner,  Samuel  Williams, 
and  Benjamin  and  Abel  Clark. 

Though  occupying  an  isolated  location,  Plainfield  was 
about  as  rapidly  settled  as  any  of  the  adjoining  towns,  and 
by  a class  of  people  whose  character  and  integrity  left  a 
lasting  influence  for  good  among  their  posterity.  Among 
those  who  rendered  much  valuable  service  to  the  pioneers, 
and  exerted  himself  in  no  small  degree  to  advance  the 
material  interests  of  the  town,  was  Caleb  Brown,  lie  was 
the  pioneer  in  building  at  the  “Forks,”  and  in  1S05  erected 
the  first  grist-mill  in  the  town  at  that  place.  He  soon  built 
an  oil-mill  aud  cloth-factory  ou  the  east  branch  of  the  Una- 
dilla. He  also  erected  a building  for  a woolen-factory  on 
what  was  called  the  “Island,”  a short  distance  south  of  the 
Forks.  He  was  preparing  to  set  up  the  machinery  in  this 
building,  had  engaged  workmen,  and  commenced  spinning 
temporarily  in  the  chamber  of  his  spacious  dwelling,  when 
suddenly  his  death  occurred,  and  the  various  enterprises 
which  he  had  founded  were  abandoned,  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  place  for  a time  considerably  checked.  He  also 
owned  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  town. 

Samuel  Williams,  mentioned  above,  settled  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  not  far  from  the  line  of  the  county. 
He  was  an  active  man,  and  the  first  supervisor  of  Plain- 
field. 

Benjamin,  Abel,  and  Perry  Clark  were  also  early  settlers. 
The  two  former  located  at  the  Forks,  and  the  latter  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  southeast,  on  a farm  taken  from  the 
Eispenard  patent,  on  premises  now  owned  by  Nelson  Clark, 
a grandson.  II is  father,  Isaac  P.  Clark,  was  born  in  the 
town,  and  resided  here  until  his  death,  about  three  years 
ago.  Several  children  reside  in  the  vicinity.  Reynolds, 
another  son  of  Perry  0.,  resides  in  Leonardsville. 

A worthy  pioneer  who  settled  east  of  Plainfield  Centre 
"'  us  Parley  Philips,  who  came  from  Adams,  Mass.,  prior  to 
In  1813  he  changed  his  location,  settling  one  mile 
east  of  Lloydsville,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  lie  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  and  served 
fifteen  years  as  town  clerk.  11  is  family  consisted  of  twelve 
children.  Parley,  a son,  born  in  1810,  lives  on  the  home-  ( 
'lead.  Jeremiah  went  as  a missionary  to  Hindustan  in  | 
1 ''35,  and  after  a residence  of  twenty  years  returned  to  his  j 
native  country,  and  after  remaining  here  until  lS(i5  re-  I 
turned  to  his  field  of  labor,  where  he  and  his  family  now  1 
r,,'ide.  Four  children  are  missionaries. 

Parley  Philips,  the  father,  caught  the  smallpox  during  I 


his  trip  to  see  his  son  off  for  India,  and  both  himself  and 
wife  died  from  the  loathsome  disease  in  1835. 

Joshua  Babcock  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to  the  town 
of  Bridgewater,  Oneida  county,  in  about  the  year  1790,  and 
in  1S02  moved  to  this  town  and  settled  near  the  Forks. 
II is  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  reside 
in  the  town:  Joshua  F.,  on  the  old  homestead;  Henry  II. 
is  a merchant  in  the  village;  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crumb 
and  Mrs.  Lucy  T.  Babcock  also  reside  in  the  village. 

Joshua  Babcock  was  one  of  the  enterprising  men  of  the 
county,  and  served  in  many  official  positions.  He  was  mem- 
ber of  assembly  in  ISIS  and  ’21  ; supervisor  in  1834,  and 
presidential  elector  in  183G.  His  son,  Henry  II.,  has  also 
officiated  several  times  as  supervisor  of  his  town. 

A worthy  pioneer  was  Azariah  Armstrong,  who  was  born 
in  Bennington,  Vt.,  April  1,  1 7 7 G . He  emigrated  from  his 

native  State  in  1812,  and  located  on  the  premises  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  D.  M.  and  C.  II.  Armstrong.  51  r.  A. 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S55. 
His  wife  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1848.  Their  family 
consisted  of  the  following  children,  viz.  : Ominda,*  Farrand 
S.,*  Hopestill,  Morey  W.,  Solomon,  Gethro  G.,*  David  M., 
Dr.  Azariah,*  and  Charles  II.  The  surviving  children  all 
reside  in  the  town.  Solomon  is  a prominent  citizen,  and 
has  represented  bis  town  in  the  board  of  supervisors 
two  terms ; David  M.  was  also  supervisor  in  1871  and 
1872.  Solomon  has  one  son,  S.  Eugene,  and  David  51. 
has  three  children,  Nellie,  Inis,  and  5Iorey  E.  A son  of 
Farrand  S.,  George  5V.,  is  deceased,  and  a daughter,  Dette, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Wing.  Finett,  the  wife  of  Simon 
Hubbard,  is  a daughter  of  Ominda.  Hopestill  has  one  son, 
Azariah,  and  5Iorey  W.  has  one  named  Floyd  E. 

A prominent  and  active  pioneer  was  Giles  Kilbourne, 
who  settled  on  lands  now  owned  by  a son,  Francis  S.  Kil- 
bourne. 5Ir.  K.  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
town,  and  was  ranked  among  its  leading  citizens.  Francis 
S.  also  manifests  an  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  and  has 
represented  bis  town  iu  the  board  of  supervisors  two  terms, 
1874  and  1875. 

The  locality  known  as  Spooner’s  Corners  derived  its 
name  from  a worthy  pioneer  named  Ruggles  Spooner, 
familiarly  known  as  ’Squire  Spooner.  A daughter,  5Irs. 
Sophronia  Crumb,  resides  near  Leonardsville. 

Luther  Smith,  from  Connecticut,  was  also  an  early  settler 
in  this  vicinity.  Here  he  remained  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  a few  years  since.  lie  was  about  ninety  years  of 
age.  His  son,  Benjamin  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut in  1815,  occupies  the  old  homestead,  together  with 
his  son,  who  was  born  in  this  county  in  1829. 

The  premises  now  occupied  by  Solomon  Armstrong.  Esq., 
were  settled  by  Colonel  Loomis,  who  had  two  sons,  residents 
of  the  town,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

At  Plainfield  Centre,  Joseph  Sims  was  an  early  settler 
and  a pioneer  inn-keeper,  in  the  building  now  occuph  1 as 
a dwelling  by  Evan  Evans.  He  has  two  sons,  Ephraim  1 ., 
residing  in  Exeter,  and  Jephtha,  at  Fort  Plain,  N.  \.  I lie 
latter  is  known  as  the  author  of  “ Sims’  Border  IN  ars.  an 
interesting  and  meritorious  work.  Joseph  Sims,  a son  ot 
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Ephraim,  i.s  a traveler,  author,  ami  lceturer.  He  has  made 
extensive  tours  in  the  East  and  South  America,  and  at  this 
writing  is  traveling  in  California. 

Captain  Vose  Palmer  was  a prominent  and  influential 
actor  in  early  scenes  at  Plainfield  Centre.  At  his  house 
was  held  the  first  town-meeting.  He  was  chosen  supervisor 
in  1S00,  and  officiated  in  that  capacity  until  1S10.  Ilia 
family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  One 
daughter  married  Spencer  Kellogg,  who  for  many  years  was 
the  business  uiau  at  Plainfield  Centre.  lie  removed  to 
Utica,  and  was  subsequently  mayor  of  the  city.  The  other 
daughter  married  Jonathan  McFarland,  and  his  son,  Levi 
P.,  who  was  supervisor  in  1SG7  and  1SG8,  now  occupies  the 
old  homestead. 

Festus  Hyde,  from  Connecticut,  was  a prominent  pioneer 
at  Plainfield  Centre.  He  was  a justice  of  the  peace,  super- 
visor, and  member  of  assembly  in  1842.  After  remaining 
here  a number  of  years  he  removed  to  Connecticut. 

Hr.  Harry  Clark  was  a prominent  physician  at  Plainfield 
Centre,  where  he  resided  many  years,  and  finally  removed 
to  Wisconsin. 

South  of  the  Centre,  an  early  settler  was  Stephen  Bevin, 
who  came  from  Connecticut.  Four  sons,  Samuel,  Isaac, 
Julius,  and  William,  reside  in  the  town ; the  two  former 
occupy  the  old  homestead. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  Sprague  school-house  in  district 
No.  G,  David  Dewey  was  a worthy  pioneer.  He  had  two 
sons,  Jabez  and  Daniel,  and  a number  of  daughters.  Jabez 
married  and  settled  in  this  town,  and  his  family  consisted 
of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  sons  were  Samuel 
and  Alexander.  The  former  is  a physician,  and  resides  in 
Wisconsin.  The  latter  married,  and  also  settled  in  this  town ; 
had  four  children, — two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Dennis  A., 
a son,  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  lost  a foot 
iu  the  service.  Both  Dennis  A.  and  his  father  now  reside 
at  Winfield.  Alexander  was  a prominent  man  in  the  town, 
and  officiated  as  supervisor  as  early  as  1S53. 

A pioneer  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  was  General  Bil- 
lings Brown,  and  Sewell  Spaulding.  General  Brown  was 
supervisor  from  18 1G  to  1820.  In  the  southwest  part  of 
the  town,  Joshua  Sisson  and  Stephen  Saunders,  who  came 
from  Rhode  Island,  were  early  settlers.  A son  of  Stephen 
S.,  named  Clark,  and  a daughter,  the  wife  of  E.  Bass,  reside 
iu  the  vicinity. 

The  premises  now  occupied  by  Morris  Bassett  were  early 
settled  by  his  grandsire,  William  Bassett.  Mr.  B.  and  his 
wife  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  having  lived 
together  as  husband  and  wife  more  than  seventy  years. 
Another,  early  settler  in  this  vicinity  was  Asa  Lamphere,  from 
Rhode  Lsland,  who  married  a sister  of  Stephen  Saunders. 

In  the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  where  are  located  the 
best,  farming  lands,  is  a thoroughfare  known  as  “ Hackley 
Street,”  which  derived  its  name  from  Dr.  Hackley,  a promi- 
nent pioneer,  who  located  on  the  lands  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  a son,  Salinus  II.  Hackley. 

The  father  of  C.  II.  and  E.  P.  Fitch  was  a worthy 
pioneer,  who  settled  on  the  premises  now  occupied  by  them. 
Prentice  Brown,  of  honored  memory,  was  a pioneer  on 
Hackley  Street,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Win  L.  Brown. 
The  latter  lias  two  sons,  Alouzo  W.  and  William  II. 


Nathaniel  Crumb  was  an  early  settler  at  the  Forks  on 
the  premises  now  owned  by  a grandson,  A.  B.  Crumb. 

Squire  Elijah  Gates  early  located  at  the  Forks,  and  mill 
resides  there  at  an  advanced  age.  He  has  four  sons  and 
one  daughter  residing  in  the  town.  He  has  officiated  as 
justice  of  the  peace  during  many  years,  and  lias  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  office  with  great  acceptability.  He  L> 
also  a deacon  in  the  Free-Will  Baptist  church.  Four  >..tis 
and  one  daughter  are  living,  viz.,  Nathaniel,  II.  Henrv. 
James  M.,  Isaac,  and  Mrs.  Tarbull, — all  of  whom,  except 
Nathaniel  II.,  are  residents  of  the  town. 

William  Utler  was  an  early  pioneer  at  the  Forks.  He 
was  a leading  citizen,  and  served  as  supervisor  and  ntemb-r 
of  assembly.  Cyrus  Brown  was  also  an  early  settler.  II- 
was  a pioneer  justice  of  the  peace,  and  member  of  assembly 
in  1849.  A son,  Samuel  A.,  resides  in  the  town.  Mar- 
shall Baker,  father  of  Dr.  Ward  Baker,  who  practiced 
medicine  a number  of  years  at  Plainfield  Centre,  was  also 
a pioneer. 

Stephen  Chapman,  Jr.,  was  an  early  settler,  and  is 
still  living  at  the  Forks  at  an  advanced  age.  P.  and  S.  A. 
Chapman,  sons,  reside  in  the  town  ; the  former  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  the  latter  at  Unadilla  Forks.  Captain  11-1- 
dridge,  the  father  of  Captain  William  P.  Holdridge,  was  also 
an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity. 

In  the  southeast  part  of  the  town,  Squire  William  Walker 
was  a pioneer,  on  lands  now  owned  by  John  Watkins.  He 
reared  a large  family  of  children,  two  of  whom,  Charles  and 
Almond,  were  merchants.  Charles  began  business  at  Bur- 
lington Flats,  and  subsequently  went  to  Chicago,  and  is 
now  a merchant  in  that  city.  Almond,  deceased,  was  also 
a merchant  in  Chicago.  He  married  a daughter  of  Captain 
Yose  Palmer.  Charles  was  a prominent  citizen.  He  was 
member  of  assembly  from  this  county  in  1S40. 

Henry  Lake  was  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity.  He 
reared  a numerous  family.  Phipps  was  a Free-Will  Baptist 
minister ; Yaloris  removed  to  Chatauqua  county,  and  has 
represented  that  county  in  the  legislature;  Jarvis  was  an 
attorney,  first  practicing  in  Little  Falls,  and  afterwards  in 
New  York. 

Other  early  settlers  were  Benjamin  Allen,  Jr.,  Charles 
Burt,  Jesse  Gardner,  Martin  Luce,  Henry  Ward,  David 
Cutler,  Samuel  Fuller,  Asa  Lovejoy,  Nathau  Farrar,  Ben- 
jamin Baker,  Otis  Lincoln,  Eliphalet  Stewart,  Elijah  Gy  . 

Benjamin  Briggs,  Parsons, Spicer.  Seth  Penny, 

Cyrus  Fish,  Samuel  Crosby,  A.  Moffat,  Asa  Carrier.  Nathan 
Farrar,  Elias  Jones,  Jotham  Chapin,  C.  Burt,  G.  D \y 
James  Stirling,  Daniel  Doanc,  Samuel  Preston,  Elias  W right. 
Orson  Fitch,  and  Samuel  Clark. 

The  first  merchant  at  the  i;  Forks”  was  Henry  Clark. 
Other  old  tradesmen  are  mentioned,  viz.,  Charles  \\  aik  r. 
Perry  Clark,  and  II.  II.  Babcock.  The  first  physician  w is 
II.  Clark.  The  first  hotel  at  the  Forks  was  kept  by  L i ■ 
wick  Brown.  The  first  hotel  in  the  town  was  opened  1 • 
William  Lincoln,  at  Lloydville.  James  R ibinson  w.i-  ' 
j pioneer  school-teacher,  ut  Spooner's  Corners,  in  ahum  1 . 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  UNADILLA  FOURS 

is  located  on  the  Unadilla  river,  in  the  western  [ art.  n t 1 
of  the  centre,  and  contains  two  churches,  Baptist  and  l t-v 
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Uij  tist,  besides  the  following  business  interests:  general 
II.  H.  Rabcock,  Rogers  it  Dye,  Humphrey  it  Spicer; 
PiMiiture,  etc.,  T.  Clark  ; grist-mill,  S.  R.  Griffin  ; saw-mill, 
\D)>>s  Fisk;  carding-factory,  etc.,  S.  Enos;  hardware,  etc., 
|j  Raggett ; physician,  J.  F.  Dively ; wagon-shops,  A.  D. 
Wilcox,  J.  F.  Tarbell ; blacksmith,  II.  D.  Bassett;  slioe- 
S.  Clark,  P.  Gaughran  ; harness-shop,  F.  II.  Wilcox  ; 
o«'RT,  Cyrus  Brown;  milliners,  Mrs.  J.  Strickland,  Mrs. 
II.  M.  Perkins;  hotel,  Charles  Allen. 

PLAINFIELD  CENTRE 
U a hamlet  in  the  northeast  part. 

LEO  N ARDS  V I LLE, 

in  the  southwestern  part,  is  chiefly  in  Madison  county. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Captain 
Wse  Palmer,  April  2,  1709,  and  the  following  officers  were 
elected,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — Samuel  Will ia ms. 

Town  Clerk. — Benjamin  Allen,  Jr. 

Assessors. — Z.  Campbell,  Daniel  Loomis,  Samuel  Guild. 

Commissioners  of  Highways.  — Caleb  Brown,  Elihu 
linker,  David  Wood. 

Poormasters. — Jonathan  Moffutt,  Yose  Palmer. 

Constable  and  Collector. — Alanson  Moffatt. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — Benjamin  Allen,  Benjamin 
Cone,  Samuel  Williams. 

Fence  Viewers. — Elias  Wright,  Caleb  Brown. 

Overseers  of  Highways. — Buggies  Spooner,  Vose  Pal- 
mer, Benjamin  Clark,  Moses  Bliss,  Levi  McBride,  Ellis 
Colburn,  Edward  Colburn,  William  Collins,  Samuel  Guild. 

Found  master. — Yose  Pal  m e r . 

At  this  meeting  it  was  voted,  “ that  hogs  run  at  large.” 
It  was  also  voted,  “ that  hogs  shall  be  yoked  with  yokes 
of  the  following  dimensions,  viz.,  with  a yoke  of  the  depth 
of  the  neck  above  and  half  the  depth  below,  and  half  the 
thickness  of  the  neck  each  side.”  It  was  voted,  that  the 
m xt  annual  town-meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of 
Captain  Yose  Palmer. 

Jonathan  Moffatt  and  Zureal  Campbell  were  justices  of 
•he  peace  in  1S00. 

1 lie  following  is  a list  of  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  1878  : 


At  the  annual  town-meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Spencer 
Kellogg,  on  Tuesday,  March  5,  1822,  the  meeting  was 
opened  by  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  Southard. 


Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 


1823 

Parley  Philips. 

1824 

“ ** 

1 825 

“ U 

it  if 

1S20 

it  tt 

1827 

it  tt 

tt  ft 

1828 

ii  it 

1829 

“ “ 

ii  it 

1830 

Cyrus  Brown. 

ii  ii 

1831 

Fcstus  Hyde. 

1832 

it  ii 

1833 

it  tt 

>0834 

it  it 

1835 

tt  it 

1836 

Ephraim  F.  Simms. 

1837 

Festus  Hyde. 

1838 

ti  il 

tt  ii 

1839 

it  il 

T.  T.  Tavlor. 

1S40 

Fcstus  Hyde. 

1841 

ii  it 

tt  ti 

1842 

Francis  A.  Utter. 

1843 

Henry  Wilcox. 

1844 

Francis  A.  Utter. 

1845 

1846 

Roderick  Shales,  N.  L. 

William  Martin. 

/.1 847 

U << 

1848 

Ornmel  W.  Marsh. 

1849 

It  it 

ti  ii 

1850 

U U 

1851 

Benjamin  C.  Coon. 

IS52 

it  ft 

ii  if 

1853 

Alonzo  Smith. 

1854 

it  tt 

ii  ii 

1855 

A.  J.  Saunders. 

1856 

tt  it 

And.  J.  Saunders. 

1857 

Stephen  A.  Chapman 

1858 

U U 

1859 

ft  ti 

1860 

Samuel  N.  Stillman. 

1861 

“ “ 

it  it 

1862 

Edgar  B.  Clark. 

1S63 

“ “ 

ii  it 

1864 

it  tt 

tt  if 

1865 

Dennis  A.  Dewey. 

1S66 

“ “ 

C.  W.  Brown. 

1867 

“ U 

1868 

it  it 

Hamilton  J.  Brown. 

1869 

“ “ 

1S70 

“ “ 

it  ti 

1871 

tt  ii 

1872 

“ “ 

Morgan  1J.  Philips. 

1873 

ii  ii 

1874 

John  M.  Hayes. 

1875 

“ “ 

J.  E.  Humphreys. 

1876 

ii  4. 

The 

town  officers  for  1S77  are 

as  follows : 

Sn perv  isor. — Sol  union  A rm  s tro  n g. 

Town  Clerk. — Myron  A.  Spicer. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Cyrus  Brown. 

Town  Auditors. — D.  31.  Armstrong,  Henry  Gates. 
Commissioner  of  Highways. — John  Williams. 


1:79. 
i 'mi. 

t - - 1 ; 
1 ' 1 * 

1*04. 

l-"j. 

1 <>, 


! 

!*•  'J 
1*  In 


Ml. 


M: 


i i j. 
l .0 

Ml. 


Su  pervi**ors. 
♦Samuel  Williams. 
Yoso  Calmer. 

a u 

if  it 

it  it 

It  it 

it  it 

»t  it 

it  it 

it  it 

Daniel  Loomis. 


tt  tt 

a a 

Hillings  Brown. 

t*  a 

*t  a 

Henry  llassingor. 
Spencer  Kellogg. 


Town  Clerks. 
Benjamin  Allen,  Jr. 

it  it 

Charles  Burt. 

it  a 

Benjamiu  Allen,  Jr. 

tt  a 

Jesse  Gardner. 
Martin  Luce. 

tt  it 

Henry  Ward. 
Martin  Luce. 

Parley  Philips. 

~tt  it 

(i  tt 

it  it 

it  it 

Spencer  Kellogg. 
Parley  Philips. 


Assessor.- — J oh  n T ay  lor. 

Collector. — Isaac  Folts. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Orrin  Bassett,  David  Davis. 
Inspectors  of  Election. — George  E.  Bovin,  Collins  31. 
Burdick. 

Constables. — Zedoc  3Iain,  Nathan  Burgess,  Peter  Gaugh- 
ran, William  Pugh. 

Game  Constable. — Peter  Gaughran. 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  187.”). 

Acres  of  plowed  land,  1703;  in  pasture,  7774 ; nmwii. 
4039 ; bushels  of  barley  produced.  007)3 ; bushel.-  of 
barley,  1303;  buckwheat,  434;  corn,  10.400;  eats,  31. "92  ; 
spring  wheat,  274  ; winter  wheat,  loll  ; peas,  138  ; pounds 
of  hops  produced,  28,244;  bushels  of  potatoes,  30,120; 
pounds  of  butter  made,  51,235;  cheese,  10,500. 


■ 
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Aren. — Plainfield  has  an  area  of  17,142  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  8309,920,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  §313,099. 


POPULATION. 


1800 

1810 

1005 

2121 

2910 

1815 

1850 

1453 

1820 

1611 

1860 

1 825 

lt;::r> 

1 865 

is.;o 

1026 

1870 

1218 

18.55  ...  . ... 

1536 

1875 

1182 

1810 

1450 

THE  WELSH  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCII  OF  PLAINFIELD 
was  organized  in  1801.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Hugh 
It.  Williams.  The  services  of  the  society  were  held  in  an 
old  ball-room  until  1809,  when  the  present  church  edifice  at  ; 
Plainfield  Centre  was  erected  and  dedicated,  the  dedicatory  j 
services  being  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Williams.  The  build-  j 
ing  is  30  by  40  feet  in  size,  and  cost  about  83000. 

The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  Francis  G.  Griffiths, 
Owen  Jones,  and  Wm.  C.  Richards,  and  the  present  officers 
are  Francis  G.  Griffiths  and  Wm.  C.  Richards. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Hugh  R.  Williams,  has  offici- 
ated for  the  church  over  nine  years.  The  services  are  con- 
ducted in  the  Welsh  language.  Membership,  105. 

THE  FREE-WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  PLAINFIELD 

was  organized  some  time  prior  to  1800,  but  the  exact  date 
cannot  be  ascertained.  The  first  pastor  was  Elder  Straight. 
Among  the  first  members  were  Deacons  Waitstill  Crumb, 
Sr.,  and  Waitstill  Crumb,  Jr.,  Thomas  Fish,  Jacob  Moors, 
Amasa  Dodge,  and  Deacons  Parley  Philips  and  Waitstill 
Fuller. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  society,  but  upon  the  formation  of  the 
town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  county,  in  1810,  a part  of 
Plainfield  was  annexed  upon  which  stood  the  church. 

In  1832  the  present  church  building  was  erected  in 
Unadilla  Forks. 

The  present  trustees  are  Parley  Philips,  Palmer  Gates, 

L.  J.  Wing,  Rufus  Daggett,  D.  Bassett,  and  Collins  Bur-  I 
dick. 

The  church  has  a membership  of  100. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  AT  UNADILLA  FORKS 

was  organized  June  5,  1S17,  by  a council  of  delegates,  as 
follows:  From  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Winfield.  Jona- 
than Palmer,  Jr. ; from  Edmeston,  Elder  Stephen  Taylor, 
Nathan  Wright,  Chauncey  Hopkins,  Roger  Southerland, 
arid  Stephen  W.  Taylor;  from  the  Second  church  of  Win- 
field, Elder  Ebenczer  Yining,  Ethol  Palmer,  Jonathan 
Jones,  and  E.  Palmer;  from  the  church  in  Brookfield, 
Elders  Thus.  Dye  and  Joshua  Wells,  Eleazer  Brown, 
Luther  Ilinkley,  Nathan  Brown  (2d),  and  Daniel  Main  ; 
from  the  church  in  Paris,  Daniel  Budlong,  Juhu  Budlong, 
James  Rhodes,  and  John  Davis. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Joshua  Wells. 

The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  about  1S30,  at 
a cost  of  about  81300. 

The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  with  a j 
membership  of  05.  I 


MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  military  record  was  compiled  by  Dennii  \ 
Dewey,  of  Co.  B,  121st  Regt. : 

Co.  B , 121*/  X.  Y.  V. — John  Curley,  accidentally  drowned  while  in  tl,-  *.f 
vice;  Alonzo  Coon,  died  near  White  Oak  Church,  Va. ; Wm.  II  t i ^ 
wounded  at  Salem  Church,  Va. ; Dorr  J.  Derentlorf,  mining  in  batil.-,  Hn.|  • , , 
heard  from  afterwards* ; A.  J.  Hubbard,  died  of  wound*  received  ut  >, 
Church,  Va.;  Jacob  Kahrer;  B.  F.  Muttcson,  u prisoner  for  ten  m .ntl  - 
deraonville ; Oscar  A.  Spicer,  died  in  hospital,  X*»v.  20,  1SG2;  Edward  Ii.  *• 
killed  at  first  Fredericksburg;  Chan.  H.  Tarbell ; Dennis  A.  l)ew»  v,  * 
and  tak**n  prisoner  at  Wilderness,  May  G,  1SG4 ; limb  amputated  l.y  |.  ^ 

paroled  Sept.  24,  1804. 

Co.  A',  121#/  X.  Y.  V. — John  Hughes,  died ; Thoa.  Williams,  Win.  Keltv,  k ;;.„j 
at  Salem  Church,  Va. 

Gj.  Ft12lsl  X.  Y.  V. — James  Warren,  died  at  White  Oak  Church,  Va. ; 

C.  Peet,  severely  wounded  at  Salem  Church,  Va. 

Co.  h\  2G tU  jV.  Y.  V. — Ilonry  Clark,  James  Walker,  Eugene  Tripp,  H. 
Reynolds,  Richard  Larabee,  C.  A.  Clarke,  killed  at  Antietam  battle. 

Co.  and  Reyt.  Unknown. — Wesley  Derendorf,  killed  in  battle;  Du.uu*/;*:* 
Frank  Whaley,  F.  M.  White,  F.  Waldron,  Robert  Jones,  Reese  Hugh.*,  da*d 
John  Griffith,  D.  Davis,  B.  Fiske,  Wakeman  Smith,  Richard  EdwanLs. 

14///  IT.  Art. y Ar.  Y.  V. — L.  Tibbits,  David  Richards,  John  Dav  s,  di  d ; Wm 
Morris,  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle;  Evans  Morgan,  Owen  E<1  war  i5t 
John  A.  Jones. 

Co.  A',  90 th  X'.  Y.  V. — Evan  Evans,  George  Davis. 

Co.  D}  189//i  N.  Y.  V. — A.  S.  Clark,  Jonathan  Hibbard,  O.  D.  B.issett. 

Co.  Gy  14G//t  N.  Y.  V. — Richard  Williams,  Ira  Edwards. 

Co.  By  144///  iV.  Y.  V. — De  Forest  Clarke,  died;  Amos  Phillipps. 

R.  C.  Richards,  Co.  D,  2d  II.  Art. 

Nathan  Burgess,  1st  N.  Y.  Art. 

B.  F.  Tooley,  152d  N.  Y.  V. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


ALFIiEI)  WOOD. 

This  gentleman,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Plainfield,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Virgil,  Cort- 
land Co.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  30,  1825.  He  is  the  son  of 
David  and  Mary  Wood,  who  were  blessed  with  a family  of 
nine  children.  x\t  the  age  of  six  years  bis  father  removed 
with  his  family  to  the  town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  county, 
where  he  resided  until  be  moved  to  Plainfield,  in  1853. 
The  early  life  of  Mr.  Wood  was  one  of  severe  toil.  When 
a mere  lad  he  commenced  work  by  the  month  as  a farm- 
hand, which  occupation  he  followed  many  years.  Upon  his 
removal  to  Plainfield  he  purchased,  in  company  with  h:s 
father,  the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  a view  of  which,  in 
connection  with  portraits  of  himself  and  wife,  can  be  seen 
on  another  page  of  this  work,  which  is  considered  to  he  one 
of  the  best  in  the  town.  It  is  appropriately  named  th  - 
“ Valley  Farm,”  as  it  lies  between  two  ranges  of  hilh  ; it 
is  well  watered,  has  a productive  soil,  and  is  well  ad.tj  i 
to  grain-raising  or  stock-growing.  Mi\  Wood  is  engaged  in 
dairying  and  the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle,  which  are  ( u- 
sidered  to  be  very  valuable  for  dairy  purposes.  Iu  1>59.  Mr. 
Wood  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Helen,  dauJ  ' 
of  Samuel  Mitchell  and  Rebecca  Reed,  of  the  town  ■ i 
Exeter,  where  she  was  born  in  December,  1831.  I -e 
Reeds  are  among  the  old  and  prominent  families  ut  Ex- 
eter. John  Reed,  her  paternal  grandfather,  was  a smun  r 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  emigrated  from  Connect  i-  .t 
in  a very  early  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  been  blessed  with  a ! 
of  five  children, — three  boys  and  two  girls.  Mr.  \\  < 1 

emphatically  a self-made  man,  and  iu  his  chosen  a\">  • 

has  been  eminently  successful.  Ho  Ills  attained  sin-  " >•* 
every  department  of  life,  and  is  an  exemplar  ot  the  e *• 
bilities  of  character  and  mauhood. 


' 
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WILLIAM  L.  BLOWN. 


In  1795,  Elcazer  Brown,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  j 
of  this  sketch,  emigrated  from  Connecticut  and  settled  in 
the  town  of  Brookfield,  Madison  county.  He  settled  upon 
SO  acres  of  land,  which  had  been  previously  purchased  by 
a colony  of  which  he  was  a member.  Ilis  family  consisted 
of  his  wife  and  seven  children. 

Prentis  Brown,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  in  the  year  1793,  and  was  two  years  of 
age  when  the  family  removed  to  the  wilds  of  Madison 
county,  where  his  youth  was  passed.  He  learned  the  trade 
"I  a blacksmith,  and  established  himself  in  business  in  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Eueiuda  Oliver,  whom  he  married  in  1811.  It  was  in  this 
•own  that  our  subject  was  born,  March  14,  1S17.  The 
' Ider  Brown  was  a man  of  great  energy,  and  by  his  indus- 
try and  thrift  accumulated  a sum  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
1‘oine  and  a farm  in  the  town  of  Plainfield,  now  owned  by 
0,1  r subject.  The  farm  originally  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  to  which  three  hundred  and  ton  j 
a‘  ics  have  been  added,  and  which  is  considered  to  be  the 
premium  farm  of  the  town. 

38 


Mr.  Brown  has  been  prominently  identified  with  Plain- 
field  as  a farmer,  dairyman,  and  politician.  He  established 
the  first  cheese-factory  in  the  county,  introduced  and  used 
the  first  reaper  and  mower,  and  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  town  he  has  taken  a very  prominent  part. 
He  has  also  filled  many  positions  of  trust  with  credit  to 
himself,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
In  1S75  he  received  the  nomination  for  member  of  assembly, 
in  opposition  to  the  Hon.  J.  S.  Davenport ; but  the  dis- 
trict being  largely  Democratic  he  was  defeated. 

In  1S40,  Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  An- 
geline  Wood,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Wood,  of  New 
Hartford,  Oneida  county.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Winfield,  Herkimer  county,  Nov.  15,  1S20.  The 
result  of  this  union  has  been  three  children,  Win.  Henry, 
born  Dec.  10,  1842;  Alonzo  W.,  born  Aug.  20,  1844; 
Mary  A.,  born  May  3,  1851. 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  successful  in  all  his  operations,  and 
has  secured  a competency,  the  inevitable  result  of  a life  of 
industry  and  integrity.  lie  occupies  an  enviable  position 
among  his  fellow-townsmeu. 
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SOLOMON  ARMSTRONG. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Plainfield,  Nov.  10,1819.  His  parents,  Azariah  and  Avis 
Armstrong,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town, 
having  settled  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  M.  W.  and 
D.  M.  Armstrong,  in  1812.  The  farm  originally  consisted 
of  270  acres,  and  by  his  thrift,  energy,  and  economy  he  | 
added  230  acres  to  his  original  purchase.  The  elder  Arm- 
strong was  a valuable  citizen  ; he  aided  materially  in  devel- 
oping the  town,  and  at  his  death  his  loss  was  deeply  de- 
plored. He  was  an  anti- slavery  man,  and  did  the  cause 
good  service.  He  died  in  1855,  leaving  a family  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter. 

Solomon  lived  under  the  paternal  roof  until  1853,  work- 
ing the  old  farm  with  his  brothers,  when  he  purchased  180 
acres,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  been  a successful 
and  thrifty  farmer,  and  now  owns  a fine  farm  of  200 
acres.  In'ISTG  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  the  town,  and 
in  1877  was  re-elected.  In  the  board  he  was  considered 
an  efficient  member.  In  184S  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Louisa  M.,  daughter  of  Epaphras  and  Caroline 
Morse,  of  Plainfield,  where  she  was  born  in  1828.  Two 
Children  have  been  born  to  them,  S.  Eugene  aud  Clara  B. 


C II  A P T E II  L X Y I. 

TOWN  OF  RICHFIELD. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — Early  .Settler?  an  4 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Incidents — The  First  Town-Meet- 
ing— Supervisors  from  1 T'J.'i  to  1»7S — Agricultural  and  General  Sta- 
tistics— Area — Assessed  aud  Equalized  Valuation — Population. 

The  town  of  Richfield  w;is  formed  from  Otsego,  April 
10,  1792.  It  is  the  extreme  northern  town  of  Otsego 
County.  In  form  it  is  an  oblong  square,  about  eight  miles 


long  and  four  wide,  embracing  an  area  of  thirty-two  square 
miles  and  20,418  acres.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Herkimer  county,  on  a line  running  its  greatest  length 
northwest  and  southeast;  on  the  east  by  Herkimer  county, 
Springfield,  and  Otsego  lake ; on  the  south  by  Exeter,  and 
on  the  west  by  Exeter,  Plainfield,  and  Herkimer  county. 
Its  surface  is  rolling  and  moderately  hilly,  with  a mean 
elevation  of  150  to  200  feet  above  the  surface  of  Cana- 
darago  lake.  Several  wooded  mountain  peaks  rise  300  fo-t 
higher  near  the  eastern  boundary,  which  greatly  enhance 
the  beauty  of  its  natural  scenery. 

The  northern  half  of  Canadarago  lake  occupies  a deep 
valley  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  township,  and  sev- 
eral small  streams  enter  the  lake  from  the  northwest. 

The  principal  products  are  hops  and  cheese.  The  soil  is 
of  a diversified  character,  consisting  of  gravel,  lime.-ton  , 
slate,  clay,  and  sandy  loam,  well  cultivated  and  very  pro- 
ductive. 

But  the  most  distinguishing  feature  of  the  town  is  its 
rich  mineral  waters,  which  abound  so  extensively  near  the 
northern  extremity  of  Canadarago  lake. 

In  the  year  1755,  John  Tunnicliff  resided  in  Porbv, 
England,  where  he  owned  a large  and  valuable  estate,  wim 
extensive  forests  in  which  were  preserved  a variety  of  •-am  • 
for  the  diversion  of  himself  and  numerous  friends.  ' 

nearly  all  his  descendants,  he  was  extremely  fond  "•  l! 
sports  of  the  chase ; and  on  one  occasion  he  pursued  an  1 
shot  a deer  in  the  forest  of  an  English  nobleman, 
prosecuted  him  for  the  offense.  This  circumsiam  . it 
said,  together  with  the  onerous  tax  imposed  by  Kin  . 1 " 

II.  on  all  gamesters,  so  incensed  him  that  he  at  om  r- 
solved  to  emigrate  to  the  American  colonies,  where  he  < 1 • 1 
be  at  liberty  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  forest  unre-:r..in  > 
by  stringent  laws  or  the  caprice  of  titled  nobility. 

Accordingly,  the  following  year  he  arrived  in  I hi!-  1 
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• ) ij.  Extensive  tracts  of  public  land  had  already  been 
■runted  to  individuals  and  companies  by  the  English  colo- 
. , j ! government  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  colony  of  New 
V •rk,  and  Mr.  Tunnicliff  visited  this  portion  of  the  State 

nearch  of  land,  with  a view  of  making  it  a future  home 
{ r h’w  family.  Proceeding  westward  from  Albany,  he  at 
Ircuth  reached  Cherry  Valley,  where  he  learned  of  the  ex- 
igence of  a region  of  beautiful  lakes  and  numerous  mill- 
^rvaiiis  a few  miles  farther  to  the  west.  He  was  desirous 
of  securing  a location  that  would  resemble,  as  far  as  pos- 
Mt.le  in  its  topography,  his  estate  in  England,  and,  amid 
jhe  unlimited  diversity  before  him,  finally  selected  a tract 
„f  twelve  thousand  acres,*  about  two  miles  southwest  of 
taiiadarugof  lake,  in  the  patent  just  granted  the  same 
\,.irto  David  Schuyler  and  others.  Here  he  erected  a 
obin  and  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  away  the  forest. 
Other  adventurers  had  already  occupied  claims  in  the 
vicinity,  and  it  doubtless  required  no  small  degree  of  forti- 
tude and  courage  to  endure  the  privations  and  dangers  in- 
cident to  frontier  life ; and  especially  when  we  take  into 
consideration  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  times.  The 
French  and  English  nations  were  at  this  time  contending 
f>r  the  mastery  of  the  continent.  The  latter  occupied  the 
Atlantic  slope,  while  Canada  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
former,  who  were  making  vigorous  efforts  to  control  the 
western  lakes  and  rivers  south  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  thus  confine  the  English  to  the  Atlantic  coxst. 
The  French  had  vast  hordes  of  Indian  allies,  who  were 
a-onstantly  on  the  alert  to  perpetrate  acts  of  hostility  on 
their  foes.  Frontier  settlements  were  frequently  destroyed, 
and  isolated  cabins  and  unprotected  families  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages,  who  burned  their  homes  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  Tunnicliff  had  frequently  been  apprised  of  the 
danger  that  surrounded  him,  and  resolved  to  leave  until  the 
close  of  the  French  war.  His  farming  utensils  were  buried 
m the  forest,  and  he  returned  to  his  family  in  England. 
F<«>n  after  his  departure  his  buildings  were  burned  by  the 
Indians,  and  in  consequence  of  this  circumstance  he  re- 
mained in  England  several  years,  during  which  time  he 
•*  Id  his  estate  there,  bestowing,  according  to  the  English 
custom  of  primogeniture,  a large  portion  of  his  property 
upon  his  eldest  son,  John,  Jr.,  who  had  arrived  at  the 
y^ars  of  manhood,  and  preferred  to  remain  in  the  land  of 
Aoi  birth.  Air.  Tunnicliff  had  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
rs.  The  two  younger  sons  were  at  this  time  lads  of 
tw,'lve  and  fourteen  years,  and  the  eldest  daughter  was 
*ixt»en. 

Mr.  Tunnicliff  was  possessed  of  a large  property,  and 
'^  upied  a high  social  position. 

At  Liverpool  he  purchased  a vessel  fully  manned,  and 
•‘ih  a considerable  number  of  passengers  on  board  (several 
' unities  of  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  in  this 

r'K  b he  Sailed  for  Philadelphia,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
‘miner  of  17f>S. 

A farm,  previously'  purchased,  on  the  banks  of  the  tichuyl- 


I lie  hind*  of  this  pure  huso  extended  easterly  to  the  stream  known 
t ly  creek,"  and  the  region  of  the  headwater*  ot  this  stream  are 
*'  ‘iifnated  as  the  “ JW/rc  Thotisnnil”  to  the  present  day. 
t I his  name  was  pronounced  by  the  Indiums 


kill,  was  now  occupied  by  the  family,  where  they  remained 
until  the  year  17<!4,J  when  they  removed  to  Dutchess 
county,  in  the  colony  of  New  York. 

Although  peace  had  been  restored  the  year  previous, 
Mrs.  Tunnicliff  refused  to  accompany  her  husband  to  bis 
lands  in  Schuyler’s  patent.  Accordingly,  a farm  was  leased 
for  five  years  at  Schenesborough,  near  Lake  Champlain, 
where  the  family  were  located  with  the  two  sons,  Joseph 
and  William.  Mr.  Tunnicliff  now  returned  to  his  frontier 
estate,  and  found  the  ruins  of  his  cabin  that  had  been 
burned  by  the  Indians.  lie  at  once  caused  new  buildings 
to  be  erected,  also  a saw-mill  on  the  stream  near  by,  that 
was  kept  incessantly  at  work  to  answer  the  requirements 
of  the  now  growing  settlement.  His  eldest  daughter  re- 
mained with  her  father  at  The  Oalcs ,§  as  it  was  called, 
from  the  circumstance  that  a large  portion  of  the  lands  in 
the  purchase  were  thickly  covered  with  gigantic  oak-trees. 
This  name  was  subsequently  given  to  the  stream  that  forms 
the  outlet  of  Canadarago  lake,  which  it  still  retains.  At 
this  early  day  there  were  few  or  no  roads  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  traveling  was  done  mostly  on  horse- 
back or  on  foot. 

A deep  and  well-beaten  Indian  trail  led  from  Cherry 
Valley  to  the  western  lakes,  as  they  were  called,  passing 
nearly  over  the  route  of  the  present  turnpike  (a  branch  de- 
flecting to  Otsego  lake)  to  the  hill  one  mile  east  of  Rich- 
field Springs,  thence  to  the  lake,  and  down  its  eastern  shore 
to  the  outlet. || 

It  was  the  work  of  several  days  to  travel  between  Lake 
Champlain  and  Lake  Canadarago.  The  boundless  and  un- 
broken forests  at  this  time  were  filled  with  a great  variety 
of  wild  animals.  The  elk  and  deer  were  found  in  great 
numbers,  and  were  so  uuaceustomed  to  the  presence  of  man 
that  they  were  easily  caught.  The  common  black  bear, 
wolves,  foxes,  and  beavers  were  also  found  in  abundance, 
and  the  rustic  dams  of  the  latter  could  be  seen  in  almost 
every  stream.  The  nights  were  usually  rendered  hideous 
by  the  incessant  howling  of  hungry  wolves  on  the  mountain- 
tops,  the  utmost  precaution  being  at  all  times  necessary 
while  traveling  through  the  dark  and  gloomy  forest.  The 
numerous  lakes  in  this  region  were  filled  with  a great  variety 
of  fish,  and  gregarious  waterfowl  swarmed  in  their  waters, 
or  flew  screaming  and  terrified  at  the  approach  of  the  Indian 
or  the  hunter. 

“ At  the  time  of  the  discovery  and  settlement  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mohawk  by  the  Europeans  it  was  occupied  bv 
five  distinct  nations  or  tribes  of  aborigines,  all  speaking  a 
language  radically  the  same,  and  practicing  similar  customs, 
who  had  united  in  forming  a confederacy,  which  for  dura- 
bility and  power  was  uncqualed  in  Indian  history.  They 
were  the  Mohawks,  Oucitla.s,  Ounntfagas,  Cagugas.  and 
Senecas,  called  by  the  French  Iroquois,  and  the  Five 
Nations  by  the  English.”  (Campbell's  “ Trvon  Countv.") 


+ Mr.  Aurelius  Tunnielifi*,  of  RichticM  Springs,  has  in  his  p» 
sion  ut  tile  present  time  n po  inter -horn  t with  ;i  variety  of  dcvie«  * 
j neatly  graven  upon  it.  with  the  name  John  TuuniclitF,  Philadelphia, 
I August  JO,  1701. 

3 The  '*  orrhunC*  on  this  estate  was  the  first  in  Otsego  County, 
j ||  On  the  banks  of  the  stream  forming  the  outlet  of  the  lake  the 
Indians  were  known  to  assemble  annually  for  council. 


■ 

- 
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The  <rreat  events  of  the  Revolution  were  now  impending, 
and  a warlike  spirit  had  already  been  engendered  among 
the  several  tribes  of  the  frontier  by  their  participation  in 
the  French  and  Indian  wars  ; and  an  appeal  to  their  cupidity 
by  extravagant  offers  of  reward  soon  made  them  willing 
allies  of  the  British,  who  immediately  incited  them  to  the 
most  fiendish  acts  of  hostility  against  the  defenseless  colonists. 
The  leader  of  the  savages  in  this  vicinity  was  Joseph  Brant, 
who  was  a Mohawk  of  pure  blood.  His  father  was  a chief 
of  the  Onondaga  nation,  and  Joseph  w:is  the  youngest  of 
three  sons.  His  Iudian  name  was  “ Thagendanega ,”  which 
signifies  strength. 

“Early  in  the  spring  of  1778,  Brant  and  his  warriors, 
with  a large  number  of  Tories,  appeared  at  Oquaga,  bis 
headquarters  the  previous  year.  There  he  organized  scalp- 
ing parties,  and  sent  them  out  upon  the  borders.  The  set- 
tlers were  cut  off  in  detail.  Marauding  parties  fell  upon 
isolated  families  like  bolts  from  the  clouds,  and  the  blaze 
of  dwellings  upon  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys  nightly 
warned  the  yet  secure  inhabitants  to  be  on  the  alert.  Their 
dwellings  were  transformed  into  block-houses.  The  women 
were  taught  the  use  of  weapons,  and  stood  sentinels  when 
the  men  were  at  work.  Half-grown  children  were  educated 
for  scouts,  and  taught  to  discern  the  Indian  trail,  and  every 
man  worked  armed  in  his  field.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
the  dwellers  of  Tryon  county  during  almost  the  whole  time 
of  the  war.  The  first  hostile  movement  of  Brant  in  this 
region  wits  the  destruction  of  the  first  settlement  in  Spring- 
field,  near  the  head  of  Otsego  lake,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1778* 

“ Every  house  was  burned  except  one,  and  into  this  the 
women  and  children  were  collected  by  the  order  of  Brant, 
and  kept  unharmed  ; but  the  men  were  either  killed  or 
taken  captive,  and  carried  away  by  the  Indians.”  (Lousing.) 

From  an  aged  citizenf  of  Springfield,  I learn  that  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  town,  in  1778,  there  were  two  log 
houses  standing  near  together,  and  on  hearing  of  the  de- 
struction of  Cherry  Valley  the  occupants  of  these  houses 
fled  to  the  Mohawk,  driving  their  cattle  with  them.  Soon 
the  Indians  came  and  burnt  their  houses,  and  it  was  three 
years  before  these  families  returned.  There  was  one  house  i 
south  of  East  Springfield,  occupied  by  a family,  that  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  savages. 

An  Indian  seized  a child  by  the  feet  and  dashed  its  head 
against  the  door-post.  There  was  also  one  house  just  south 
of  Springfield  centre,  and  a grist-mill  near  the  head  of 
Otsego  lake.  The  Indians  threw  the  large  stone  from  the  ! 
mill,  but  did  not  burn  the  building. 

'During  this  time  Brant’s  visits  were  frequently  extended 
to  the  remotest  settlements  and  cabins  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  Canadarago,  and  he  was  well  known  to 
the  Tunnicliff  family  at  The  Oaks,  who  treated  him  and 
his  comrades  on  all  occasions  with  the  utmost  kindness,  l 
being  actuated  by  policy  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  times.  Being  a firm  adherent  to  the  cause  of  Great 

- 

* I am  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  location  of  this  first  settlement 
in  Springfield,  tint*  — 15. 

f Mrs.  llurnhnm,  who  has  been  a resident  of  Springfield  seventy- 
eight  years,  and  is  now  ninety-live  vears  of  age  ( 187 1 ) . (Z.  E.  I.ny,  i 
E*,j.) 


Britain,  Mr.  T.  refused  to  renounce  his  original  allegian  .- 
to  the  crown. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  first  visit  of  Brant  to  the  lmu„. 
of  Mr.  Tunnicliff,  and  while  standing  near  the  daught.  r » 
he  twined  the  heavy  ringlets  of  her  hair  through  his  brawny 
fingers,  and  remarked,  “ What  a beautiful  scalp  this  would 
make  to  adorn  the  belt  of  a young  warrior!”  Inquiring 
for  her  father,  he  was  directed  to  a distant  meadow,  wh.-r. 
Mr.  Tunnicliff  was  at  work  with  his  scythe.  As  he  am 
proached  him,  Brant  inquired,  “ Is  this  Tunnicliff  ?’’  Being 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  asked,  “Tory  or  rebel 
Being  assured  that  his  affiliations  were  with  the  former,  he 
appeared  satisfied,  and  said,  “ Then  you  are  a friend  of  the 
red  man,  whose  scalping-knife  is  ever  ready  to  inflict  ven- 
geance on  its  enemies.”  Thus  saying,  he  brandished  it. 
gleaming  blade  over  his  head,  and  struck  its  point  into  t lie- 
breast  of  Mr.  Tunnicliff  with  sufficient  force  to  draw  blood, 
remarking,  with  an  expression  of  murderous  earnestness, 
“ If  you  are  truly  a friend  of  my  race,  remain  quietly  in 
your  cabin,  and  I,  as  chief  of  the  Mohawks,  will  protect 
you  and  your  family  in  the  day  of  battle.”  Thus  saying, 
he  immediately  departed,  and  quickly  joined  his  war- 
painted  comrades,  and  they  soon  disappeared  in  the  gloom 
of  the  forest,  in  the  direction  of  Canadarago  lake.  During 
the  progress  of  the  Revolution  many  of  the  settlements 
west  of  Albany  were  cither  broken  up  altogether  or  tln  ir 
growth  entirely  suspended  through  fear  of  Indian  hostilities. 
When  we  look  upon  the  beautiful  scenery  of  this  region  at 
the  present  day,  we  cannot  avoid  the  reflection  that  all  over 
these  rugged  hills  and  deep  valleys  Indian  warriors  and 
hunters  scouted  for  ages  before  the  palc-face  made  his 
advent  among  them,  and  the  slumbering  echoes  were  often 
awakened  by  the  loud  whoop  of  the  Iroquois  and  Mohawk, 
who  prowled  through  these  forests  in  search  of  wild  game, 
or,  still  later,  to  fall  upon  the  defenseless  settlers  and  imbrue 
their  savage  hands  in  innocent  blood.  Immediately  upon 
the  return  of  peace  by  provincial  emancipation,  and  the 
establishment  of  a liberal  form  of  government  in  the  States, 
they  at  once  became  the  asylum  for  thousands  of  Europeans 
who  sought  homes  on  the  shores  of  the  New  V oral. 
Regions  that  had  hitherto  been  solitary  wilds  for  unknown 
ages  were  soon  transformed  into  flourishing  towns  and  in- 
telligent communities.  The  fertile  valleys  and  plains  ’ 
Otsego  County  were  now  taken  up  by  ambitious,  frugal, 
and  industrious  emigrants,  who  purchased  lands  at  men  ly 
nominal  prices  of  those  who  still  held  claims  or  patent* 
obtained  under  colonial  authority.  The  northern  portion 
of  Otsego  County  was  regarded  with  especial  favor  in  con- 
sequence of  its  beautiful  lake  scenery,  fertile  soil,  diversity 
of  timber  that  composed  its  rich  forests,  eligible  mill  -ites 
and  water  privileges,  aside  from  the  salubrity  of  the  climat--. 
and  pure  streams  of  running  water  that  abound  so  exten- 
sively, and  are  so  essential  to  our  farming  interests  at  the 
present  day. 

J This  beautiful  <lau<;htcr  of  Mr.  TunnielilV  ufterwunls  inarm  i 1 
Jones,  of  Hroekville.  Canada.  on  t lie  north  hunk  of  the  St.  I.awn-i  ** 
river.  Their  son,  lion.  Dunham  Jones,  now  res  i ties  upon  ; I » * * < • r » 1 
estate  of  his  father,  ami  has  t‘<»r  many  years  hehl  oflic< ' •»*  • i ~ 1 1 1 
under  the  British  jrovrrniucnt.  Near  the  close  of  tin*  la>t  -riiiur*. 
Mr.  TunniclitT  built  a church  near  his  residence  ( l#|»i>eopaliaii  . • 

it  was  destroyed  by  tire  in  1^40.  Ho  died  in  1800. 
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Id  the  year  1774,  John  Tunnieliff  purchased  001)  acres 
of  land  in  the  northern  portion  of  Schuyler’s  patent,  com- 
mencing near  the  mouth  of  Fish  crock,*  and  running 
northerly  to  the  present  line  of  Herkimer  county. 

The  line  crossed  what  is  now  Main  street  in  this  village, 
near  where  now  stands  the  National  hotel,  and  included  the 
western  half  of  the  present  corporate  limits.  The  trees  on 
about  200  acres  of  this  land  were  *•  girdled”  at  this  time, 
preparatory  to  a permanent  settlement  and  the  erection 
of  mills  on  Fish  creek.  Canadarago  lake  at  this  time  was 
skirted  by  a dense  forest,  and  its  shores  were  bedecked  by  a 
profusion  of  lacustrine  plants  and  flowers.  A howling 
wilderness  enveloped  the  mountains  and  deep  valleys  in 
every  direction  ; gigantic  forest-trees  cast  their  long  shadows 
far  over  the  waters  of  the  lake  that  lay  in  wild  seclusion  in 
themidstof  the  primeval  forest.  This  was  indeed  a wild 
and  picturesque  region,  but  possessing  all  the  natural  ele- 
ments that  have  since  contributed  to  its  present  state  of 
material  prosperity  so  abundantly  enjoyed  by  us. 

In  17'J1,  William  Tunnieliff,  the  youngest  son  of  John 
Tunnicliff,  built  a saw-mill  at  Richfield  Springs.  The  mill- 
dam  that  now  forms  “ Lake  Clement”  was  built  the  same 
year.  The  following  year  a grist-mi/l  was  erected  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek  {east  side),  which  answered  the 
purposes  of  the  townspeople  for  several  years,  except  in 
low  water,  when  they  had  to  go  to  great  distances.  Says 
Levi  Beardsley,  in  his  Reminiscences,  “ There  were  no  stores 
near  us,  and  if  there  had  been,  we  had  nothing  to  pay  for 
, goods. 

“ Our  nearest  mill,  while  we  lived  at  the  lake  near  Herki- 
mer's creek,  was  Tubbs’,  on  Oaks  creek,  near  Toddsville,  some 
three  miles  from  Cooperstown.  After  we  went  to  Richfield, 
we  sometimes  went  to  this  mill,  sometimes  to  Walbridge’s  in 
Burlington,  and  sometimes  to  Fort  Plain,  the  latter  at  least 
thirty  miles  as  the  road  then  ran.”  The  old  building  in 
which  was  the  first  grist-mill,  ju>t  eightv-one  years  ago,  is 
still  standing,  near  the  present  mill  of  Mr.  John  Dana  in 
this  village. 

The  same  year  that  William  Tunnieliff  built  the  mills  at 
Richfield  Springs,  Isaac  Freeman  emigrated  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  built  two  mills  on  the  premises  now  owned  by  Mr. 
B.  A.  Weatherbee,  about  one-half  mile  north  of  this  village, 
in  the  town  of  Warren.  One  of  the  mills  was  built  on  the 
upper  dam,  on  what  is  known  as  the  “ trout  pond."  Por- 
tions of  this  dam  still  remain. 

One  year  previous  to  the  date  of  Schuyler’s  patent,  Kon- 
rath  Mattes  secured  a patent  of  1000  acres,  lying  directly 
jftgst  of  Tuuuiclitf  s purchase,  and  embraced  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  present  village,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
communication  : 

Richfield  Springs,  May  1,  1S73. 

W.  T.  Bailey-  : 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  request  for  a biographical  sketch  of 
my  grandfather,  Nathan  Dow.  ami  for  such  information  as  may  have 
come  within  my  knowledge  as  regards  the  early  settlers  in  this  region, 
and  the  original  owners  of  the  land  (the  present  site  of  the  village  of 
Richfield  Springs),  l have  the  pleasure  to  give  you  the  facts  as  I find 
them  from  an  examination  of  old  deeds  an  I papers  in  my  possession, 
and  from  the  accounts  which  I have  heard  my  gr  mdfather  from  time  to 
, time  give  of  his  early  life.  Nathan  Dow  traced  his  descent  from  the 


elder  of  two  brothers  who  arrived  in  Boston  in  June,  1035.  His  father 
settled  in  Windham  county.  Conn.,  where  Nathan  was  horn.  He  was 
a boy  of  fourteen  years  when  the  stirring  news  from  Lexington  and 
Bunker  Hill  sent  a thrill  of  sorrow  and  rage  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  State  of  Connecticut  poured  forth  her 
full  proportion  of  hardy  yeomanry  to  man  the  lines  around  Boston, 
while  among  the  few  that  remained  at  home  the  project  was  con- 
ceived of  surprising  Ticondcroga,  a fortified  poston  the  western  shore 
of  Lake  Champlain. 

They  communicated  their  design  to  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  and  a body 
of  men,  among  whom  was  Nathan  Dow,  as  yet  only  a boy,  enrolled 
their  names  among  the  Green  Mountain  boys,  and  hastened  to  Tieon- 
deroga. 

More  than  once  have  I heard  my  grandfather  quote  the  words  of 
Colonel  Allen,  as  ho  heard  them,  when  asked  by  the  commander  of 
the  fort  by  whoso  authority  ho  demanded  its  surrender.  “In  the 
name,”  said  Allen,  “of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  con- 
gress.” 

But  I do  not  propose  to  follow  Nathan  Dow  through  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  he  served  with  dis- 
tinction, and  that  when  peace  was  declared  he  returned  to  his  home, 
carrying  with  him  many  honorable  scars  received  in  this  desperate 
struggle  for  liberty  and  independence.  After  his  marriage  he  settled 
in  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and  devoted  his  time  to  agriculture,  until  the 
year  1800.  In  the  summer  of  this  year,  having  paid  a visit  to  this 
region,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  journey  being  made  on  horse- 
back, he  determined  to  make  this  his  future  residence,  and  in  1802 
made  his  first  purchase.  lie  lived  in  his  new  home  long  enough  to 
see  a great  portion  of  the  country  cleared,  and  a thriving  village 
grow  up  on  his  well-cultivated  farms,  and  when,  in  1811,  he  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers,  he  left  behind  an  unsullied  name,  and  a repu- 
tation respected  for  integrity,  firmness,  and  liberality. 

In  regard  to  the  original  ownership  of  the  lands  in  this  vicinity,  I 
find  that  in  1751  letters  patent  were  issued,  as  the  document  expresses 
itself,  “ by  his  most  Catholic  Majesty  of  Great  Britain  and  the  realm, 
King  George  the  Second,  defender  of  the  faith,  granting  unto  Kou- 
rath  Mattes,  yeoman,  a certain  tract  of  land  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  County  of  Albany,  Province  of  New  York,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Mohawk  river,  at  a certain  lake  called  by  the  Indians 
Can-ja-da-ra-go.”  (I  would  remark  here  that  the  name  belongs  only 
to  the  lake,  and  not  to  the  Indians.) 

This  region  belonged,  as  far  as  the  division  of  the  country  was 
concerned,  among  the  “ Iroquois,”  to  the  Five  Nations,  one  tribe  of 
which,  the  “ Oncidas,”  ranged  through  this  section.  I might  further 
say  that,  as  we  adopt  local  Indian  names  only  because  they  are  In- 
dian, it  would  be  wise,  in  naming  our  streets  and  public  buildings,  to 
continue  the  proper  orthography  and  pronunciation.  Bounding 
Mattes’  patent  on  the  north  was  Y’oung's  patent,  on  the  west  Schuy- 
ler’s patent  or  purchase,  as  it  was  called.  The  present  corporation 
is,  I believe,  confined  to  these  three  grants,  the  greater  portion,  how- 
ever, being  on  Mattes'  patent.  A subject  that  may  interest  the  opera- 
tors in  real  estate  is  the  consideration  then  paid  as  the  property- 
changed  hands. 

The  first  consideration  paid  by  Mattes  was  “one  barleycorn"  for 
1000  acres.  This  patent  was  divided  into  ten  lots  of  100  acres 
each.  It  is  upon  lots  Nos.  6,  7,  S,  and  9 that  the  present  vil- 
lage stands,  with  part  of  lot  No.  1 of  Schuyler's  patent,  and  a nar- 
row strip  of  Young's  patent,  which  lies  mainly  in  Ilcrkimcr  county. 
In  1771.  Mattes  deeded  to  Deobald  Zimmerman,  for  five  shillings 
sterling,  133  acres  1 rood  and  13  perches  of  land,  being  all  of  lot  No. 
8,  and  one-third  of  lot  No.  6.  In  the  same  year.  Mattes,  for  the 
consideration  of  SO  pounds  sterliug,  deeded  to  Franz  Frchu  lots  N>  s.  7 
and  9,  and  two-thirds  of  lot  No.  G,  in  all  2GG  acres  2 roods  and  2- 
perches  of  land.  Franz  Frebft,  in  1791,  purchased  from  the  heir* 
Zimmerman  the  one  third  of  lot  No.  6,  and  lot  No.  S,  for  *>■  p -un  Is 
sterling.  In  this  deed  the  land  is  described  as  being  in  the  di*tri  t 
and  county  of  Cooper.  Thus  wo  see  that  in  1791.  Franz  Frch.iowi  i I 
lots  No.  0,  7,  ",  9.  In  1S02,  F.  l-'ri  lm  sold  to  Nathan  D<  w.  i of  I- 
I (silver),  40  acres  in  lot  No.  8,  50  acres  in  No.  7,  aud  30  a res  in  I ! 

No.  fi.  In  1.803,  8 acres  in  lot  No.  >,  for  $80.  In  1810.  Nathan  Lo  w 
I bought  of  Walter  Waterman,  who  hud  purchased  from  Franz  Frc  i. 
i 60  acres  ; part  of  t!"S  was  in  Young's  patent,  and  a small  part  ot  lot 
No.  G.  In  1 8 1 7,  Nat  hati  Dow  bought  of  George  Fee  ha  1 son  of  Frar.  r , 
j for  $2500  (silver),  79  acres  2 roods  and  17  porches,  part  0 which  is 
) in  lot  No.  6.  In  this  deed  the  property  is  described  as  being  in  the 


* This  stream  was  called  by  the  Indians  the  “ Ocquionis.” 
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town  of  Richfield,*  Otsego  County.  Thus,  in  1817,  we  find  thnt  Na- 
than Dow  owned  257  acres  of  the  original  sale  of  Mattes  to  Frcha,  for 
which  he  had  paid  $1480.  The  original  cost  to  F’reba  for  Hit)  acres 
being  about  $800,  or,  in  other  words,  the  property  had  increased  in 
value  from  $2  to  $19.50  per  acre  in  forty-six  years.  Without  refer- 
ence to  the  papers  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  in 
Albauy,  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  exact  boundaries  of  these  lots,  but 
from  some  fixed  points  mentioned  in  the  deeds,  we  know  that  the 
larger  portion  of  the  present  villago  stands  upon  lot  No.  6 of  Mattes’ 
patent. 

In  connection  with  this  matter,  I shall  take  this  opportunity  to 
allude  to  one  fact  relating  to  the  sulphur  spring.  Nathan  Dow  at 
a very  early  day  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  the  spring  would 
become  a greatju^Wsiihonotn,  and  be  often  and  positively  stated,  both 
in  his  family  and  to  his  personal  friends,  that  when  the  spring  passed 
from  his  possession  he  should  so  dispose  of  it  that  it  should  ever 
remain  free  and  open  to  all.  Why  this  arrangement  failed  to  be  con- 
summated I atn  unable  to  state;  nor  do  I wish  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  policy  of  making  it  a free  spring,  but  merely  to  say  that 
ho  retained  at  least  one  old-fashioned  idea  that  seems  at  the  present 
day  to  be  almost  entirely  lost,  namely,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  contribute  something  for  the  public  good. 

This  idea  led  him  to  present  to  this  town  a cemetery  for  the  benefit 
of  the  general  public,  and  building  sites — at  least  two — for  churches. 
So  he  desired  to  present  the  sulphur  spring  to  th e people.  In  bring- 
ing my  letter  to  a close,  I can  only  regret  that  the  information  con- 
veyed is  so  meagre  ; but,  taken  in  connection  with  facts  procured  from 
other  sources,  I trust  it  may  assist  you  in  your  forthcoming  history  of 
Richfield  Springs  and  surroundings. 

Very  truly  yours, 

L.  D.  Gould,  M.D. 

In  the  year  1783,  John  Tunnicliff,  Jr.,  came  to  this 
country  from  England,  and  located  at  Albany  as  a gold- 
smith, his  former  employment.  lie  remained  there  but  a 
few  months  when  he  purchased  a farm  about  one  mile  south 
of  Little  Lakes,  In  the  town  of  Warren,  which  he  continued 
to  occupy  until  his  death  in  1S14.  His  family  consisted  of 
seven  sons  and  five  daughters.  Joseph  Tunnicliff,  of  War- 
ren, is  now  the  only  surviving  son.  His  son,  William  Tun- 
nicliff, erected  a store  near  his  father’s  residence,  where  he 
conducted  a successful  trade  for  many  years,  and  died  in 
1836,  leaving  an  ample  fortune  to  his  six  children,  some  of 
whom  are  now  residents  of  this  village. 

At  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  General  Burgoyne  to 
General  Gates,  at  Saratoga,  in  1777,  all  the  camp  furni- 
ture, together  with  the  immense  quantities  of  military  stores 
of  the  British,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victorious  Ameri- 
cans. After  the  close  of  the  war  many  of  these  articles 
were  sold,  and  John  Tunnicliff,  Jr.,  purchased  a large  cop- 
per camp-kettle,  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ho- 
ratio Tunnicliff.  who  owns  and  occupies  the  estate  of  his 
grandfather  near  Little  L tkcs... 

As  previously  intimated,  William  Tunnicliff  became  the 
first  permanent  resident  of  this  place  in  1791,  and  erected 
a dwelling  on  the  site  now. occupied  by  the  residence  of  Mr. 
John  Dana.  Many  of  his  descendants  arc  now  residents 
of  this  village.  He  also  built'  a pub1w4\ousc  on  the  hill, 
where  now  stands  the  residence  of  Mr.  Vedder  Cole ; and 
it  was  kept  by  Israel  Rawson.  Cyrus  Robinson  kept  the 
first  store,  which  stood  near  the  creek,  and  James  8.  Palmer 
taught  the  first  school  at  Richfield  Springs.  The  first 
school-house  in  the  town  of  Richfield  was  made  of  logs,  and 
stood  nearthe  present  residence  of -Mr.  William  Ilopkinson. 


* This  is  the  first  record  of  the  mime  of  this  township  that  T have 
been  able  to  hud.  The  origin  of  (he  name  is  uu know n to  the  writer. 


In  the  orchard  of  Mr.  Ilopkinson  is  an  ancient  app],.. 
tree,  that  is  called  “The  Indian  Tree.’’  It  was  known  to 
the  earliest  settlers  previous  to  the  Revolution.  Is  either 
a spontaneous  growth,  or  was  set  there  by  the  Indians 
more  than  a century  ago.  It  has  never  failed  to  bear  fruit 
annually,  which  is  said  to  keep  sound  and  good  for  one 
year  and  more.  A few  rods  to  the  north  of  this  tree  in  the 
adjoining  field  is  an  oblong  mound,  supposed  to  be  the 
grave  of  some  celebrated  Indian  chief,  as  the  Omidtts  were 
wont  to  visit  it  annually  and  encamp  around  it,  threatening 
vengeance  on  any  one  that  should  dare  to  molest  its  hidden 
treasure,  and  it  remains  undisturbed  to  this  day. 

The  great  Indian  trail  from  the  Mohawk  valley  to  the 
Canadarago  led  close  by  this  mound  and  apple-tree.  About 
the  time  that  William  Tunnicliff  settled  at  Richfield  Springs 
Obadiah  Beardsley  emigrated  from  Rensselaer  countv,  and 
located  first  on  the  western  shore  of  the  lake  near  Herki- 
mer creek,  thence  to  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 
Richfield,  about  one  mile  northwest  from  Montieello. 

Mr.  Beardsley  was  the  first  magistrate  in  this  town.  He 
was  the  father  of  the  late  Samuel  Beardsley,  a distinguished 
lawyer  of  Utica,  and  also  of  Hon.  Levi  Beardsley,  of  New 
York,  author  of  “ Beardsley’s  Reminiscences.” 

Their  sister,  the  widow  of  the  late  Judge  Hyde,  is  at 
present  the  only  survivor  of  her  father’s  family,  and  now 
resides  with  her  son-in-law,  Hon.  A.  R.  Elwood,  of  Rich- 
field Springs. 

Obadiah  Beardsley  died  in  1841,  and  was  buried  at 
Bichficld  Springs.  Four  young  and  vigorous  maples, 
planted  by  his  own  hands,  now  shade  his  grave  in  the 
village  cemetery.  The  first  village  settlement  in  the  town 
of  Richfield  was  made  at  Brighton,  about  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century.  In  the  year  1808,  the  Great 
Western  turnpike  was  extended  westward  from  Cherry 
Valley  to  Brighton  ; and  between  this  place  and  Albany,  a 
distance  of  sixty-eight  miles,  there  were  in  1810  seventy- 
two  public-houses,  or  inns,  and  these  were  nightly  filled  by 
emigrants  on  their  way  west,  and  also  by  the  farmers  of 
this  region,  as  Albany  was  the  chief  market  for  their  wheat 
and  other  farm  produce. j"  Brighton  was  at  one  time  a 
flourishing  village,  with  four  stores,  one  grocery,  and  two 
public-houses.  The  first  post-office  in  town  was  established 
at  this  place  in  1817,  Jonathan  Morgan  postmaster.  It 
remained  at  Brighton  sixteen  years,  when  it  was  removed 
to  Montieello,  or  Richfield,  where  it  still  remains.  Jona- 
than Morgan  emigrated  from  Colchester,  Connecticut,  in 
1816.  Ho  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  He  receive! 
the  appointment  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  ISIS,  and  lul  l 
the  office  tea  years.  He  had  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. His  son,  Nelson  Morgan,  was  elected  justice  of  'lie 
peace  in  1846,  and  still  holds  the  office.  When  the  turn- 
pike was  being  opened  through  the  forest,  where  the  \ illage 
of  Richfield  Springs  now  stands,  a man  by  the  name  "t 
House  was  killed  by  the  caving  of  the  bank  directly  q ; 
site  the  residence  ut  Mr.  F.  Brenner,  on  Main  street.  1 he 
site  of  the  village  at  this  time  was  covered  by  a den-e 


t It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  previous  to  the  construct" 
oi  the  I'.ric  canal,  when  this  turnpike  was  the  great  line  of  <m  -r  >- 
\ tiou  west  from  tlio  New  Lhii^iaiui  iStates. 
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growth  of  gigantic  pines  and  hemlocks.  “So  thick ly  set 
were  the  trees,”  says  an  old  settler,  “ that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  pass  between  them  in  some  places.” 

Prominent  pioneers  near  the  lake  were  the  Dcrthicks, 
consisting  of  the  father,  John  Derthick,  and  mother,  five 
(ions  and  three  daughters,  who  emigrated  from  the  town  of 
(’olchester,  Connecticut,  in  the  spring  of  1793,  arriving  in 
Richfield  in  June.  The  entire  household  goods  of  the 
family  were  transported  in  an  ox-cart,  drawn  by  a pair  of 
oxen  and  a single  horse.  The  party  arrived  in  the  after- 
noon, and  encamped  on  a slight  eminence,  the  site  of  the 
house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  John  Derthick,  Jr.,  a 
grandson.  On  the  following  morning  it  was  determined  to 
begin  a clearing  on  this  spot,  and  to  erect  a log  house, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  family  moved  in  on 
the  fourth  day  from  the  time  of  arrival.  This  house  wras 
occupied  until  1808,  when  the  present  frame  house  was 
built,  and  the  family  resided  in  it  until  1811,  when  the  father 
died,  and  family  dispersed,  leaving  John  Derthick, afterwards 
known  to  many  of  our  first  inhabitants  as  Colonel  Derthick, 
who  resided  on  the  farm  until  the  spring  of  18G0,  when  he 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  leaving  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  The  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family. 
An  incident,  showing  the  great  depreciation  in  value  of  the 
Federal  paper  money  of  the  Revolution,  some  three  or  four 
thousand  dollars  of  which  was-  brought  from  Connecticut 
by  the  family,  is,  that  seven  hundred  dollars  of  it  was  given 
for  a pair  of  common  flat  or  smoothing  irons. 

Conrad  House,  with  his  family,  resided  during  the  Rev- 
olution about  one  and  a half  miles  east  of  the  springs,  on 
the  “ great  western  trail”  from  Albany.  This  trail  did  not 
pass  over  the  ground  now  occupied  by  Richfield  Springs, 
but  kept  straight  through  from  the  two  little  lakes  to  a 
place  afterwards  known  as  Federal  Corners,  near  the  Can- 
adarago,  thence  deflecting  from  the  southern  trail  across 
the  lowlands  at  the  head  of  the  lake  to  Fish  creek,  which 
it  crossed,  leaving  the  present  site  of  the  village  on  the 
north.  Mr.  House's  cabin*  stood  at  the  junction  of  this 
trail  with  the  turnpike  afterwards  built.  During  the  Rev- 
olution, when  the  hostile  bands  of  Indians  were  scouting 
the  country  south  of  the  Mohawk,  a party  visited  the  cabin 
of  House,  who  with  his  wife  escaped  to  the  woods,  leaving 
in  the  hands  of  the  savages  a daughter  of  thirteen,  who  was 
carried  off,  and  nothing  was  heard  of  her  for  several  years, 
when  she  made  her  appearance,  having  escaped  from  the 
Indians,  bringing  with  her  a daughter,  the  fruit  of  a dis- 
tasteful marriage  with  the  Indian  who  had  captured  her. 
She  had  named  the  child  -Vary  “ Munton."  Mary  had 
inherited  the  more  prominent  features  of  the  Indian,  straight 
black  hair,  black  eyes,  and  high  cheek-icmes.  She  was 
well  known  to  the  Gist  settlers,  and  continued  to  make  this 
section  her  home  till  1812,  when  she  disappeared.  In  the 
summer  of  1795,  Freedom  Chamberlin  and  wife,  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  removed  from  the  town  of  Colchester, 
Connecticut,  to  Richfield,  and  for  a time  lived  in  a log 
house,  which  stood  near  the  Lake  House,  but  a short 
distance  south  of  the  house  of  John  Derthick.  This  log 
house  and  its  little  surrounding  conveniences  was  originally 


* This  loj;  cabin  stood  near  the  present  residence  of  Mnrdu 


built  and  occupied  for  a time  by  a Frenchman  who  had 
taken  an  Indian  wife,  and  was  one  of  several  of  his  country- 
men who  had  adopted  the  same  course.  They  were  sup- 
posed to  have  passed  from  the  Canadas  through  the  great 
intervening  forests,  and  settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Can- 
adarago,  as  a spot  most  suited  to  their  desires,  abounding 
with  all  the  most  valuable  fur-bearing  animals,  which 
included  the  otter,  the  beaver,  the  stone-marten,  and  others 
previously  mentioned.  It  was  a spot  but  little  frequented 
at  the  time  by  the  whites,  and  for  the  hardy  forester  only 
three  days’  journey  to  the  city  of  Albany  by  the  great 
Indian  trail,  where  was  found  a good  market  for  their 
peltries,  and  where  could  be  obtained  every  article  necessary 
to  a life  in  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  “ Pioneers,” 
mentions  this  settlement  as  a number  of  Freuchmen,  who 
had  married  Indian  women,  and  occupied  a section  of 
territory  a little  to  the  west  of  the  Otsego  lake.  They  had 
disappeared,  however,  a short  time  before  the  arrival  of  the 
permanent  settlers  mentioned.  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  his 
family  continued  to  reside  in  this  log  house  till  the  frame 
house  now  owned  by  the  family  of  Hon.  Alfred  Chamberlin, 
a grandson  (lately  deceased),  was  erected,  when  the  family 
took  possession,  and  the  cabin  of  the  Frenchman  was 
allowed  to  go  to  decay.  Among  the  numbers  who  came  to 
this  country  from  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  was  an 
Indian,  far  past  the  meridian  of  life,  named  or  was  called 
Captain  John,  and  his  son  known  as  Sam  Bru>hell,  but 
whose  real  name  was  “ The  Panther ,”  lured  to  this  then 
far-off  region  by  rumors  of  a beautiful  country  of  lakes, 
hills,  and  numerous  streams  teeming  with  fish  and  game  of 
all  descriptions.  Their  wigwam  was  located  on  the  Tunni- 
cliff  lands,  near  the  head  of  the  lake  known  as  “ Old  Fields , ” 
and  now'  owued  by  Harvey  Layton. 

Iudiau  John  was  an  “ old  scalper”  and  friend  of  the 
British  during  the  Revolution.  His  time  during  his 
residence  here  was  almost  incessantly  occupied  in  hunting 
and  fishing,  and  the  sharp  click  of  his  rifle  could  be  heard 
almost  daily,  echoing  through  the  mountain  forests  in  this 
immediate  vicinity. 

His  wigwam  was  well  stored  with  a great  variety  of  furs, 
and  the  game  on  which  he  principally  subsisted.  He  was 
finally  drowned  in  the  Canadarago , by  the  upsetting  of  his 
bark  canoe,  near  the  island.  His  body  was  recovered,  how- 
ever, and  buried  in  the  little  hill  nearly  in  front  of  the  Lake 
House,  but  afterwards  removed  by  studeuts  of  Dr.  J.  L. 
Palmer ; which  fact  becoming  suspected  by  the  Indians  liv- 
ing in  Oneida,  a large  delegation  made  their  appearance  at 
the  lake,  and  after  a solemn  smoke,  prepared  to  open  the 
grave  of  Captain  John.  At  this  moment  Mr.  Freedom 
Chamberlin  appeared  on  the  ground^  and  forbade  any  in- 
terference with  the  grave,  as  it  was  located  on  his  land.  He 
well  knew  that  had  the  Indians  become  certain  that  the 
body  had  been  removed,  their  threats  towards  Dr.  Paine  r 
would  certainly  have  been  carried  out.  It  was  mu  h w :i- 
dered  at,  at  the  time,  that  the  Iudiaus  were  induced  to  re- 
spect the  authority  of  Mr.  Chamberlin,  and  leave  the  ground 
undisturbed. 

Captain  John  was  an  old  man  when  he  died,  and  always 
deported  himself  in  a quiet  and  orderly  manner  tor  one 
whose  early  years  had  been  associated  with  the  most  fiendish 
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acts  of  savage  barbarity.  Immediately  after  his  death,  his 
son,  “ The  Panther,”  returned  to  the  valley  of  the  Connecti- 
cut, where  he  remained  but  a few  years,  when  he  returned 
to  the  grave  of  his  father,  and  built  a wigwam  on  the  Cham- 
berlin farm,  in  the  thicket  of  hemlocks  and  tall  pines  no- 
ticed as  we  pass  from  the  springs  to  the  Lake  House,  on  the 
east  side,  and  near  the  road  where  it  first  enters  the  wood. 
He  made  frequent  visits  to  the  Connecticut,  and  on  one  of 
his  returns  brought  with  him  a small  fish,  dried  and  entire, 
which  he  exhibited  to  his  friends,  holding  it  on  the  palm  of 
his  hand,  and  repeating,  with  an  expression  of  good  humor 
upon  his  countenance,  the  familiar  homily  “ as  Jlat  as  a 
flounder."  The  fish  was  a flounder,  a salt-water  fish,  never 
seen  in  this  section,  and  he  took  this  way  to  illustrate  the 
comparison  “ as  flat  as  a flounder,”  and  at  the  same  time  to 
allude  to  his  original  home  near  the  sea. 

The  spot  where  the  Panther’s*  cabin  stood  is  still  pointed 
out,  and  is  now  in  the  same  condition  in  which  he  left  it.  A 
large  stone  used  by  him  as  a sort  of  anvil,  on  which  he  beat 
out  the  black-ash  splints  used  in  making  baskets  and  orna- 
ments, still  stands  where  he  placed  it.  The  Panther  was  a 
trusty  Indian,  and  his  neighbors  did  not  hesitate  to  let  their 
children  accompany  him  to  his  cabin,  where  they  would  be 
treated  to  a dish  of  capital  chowder,  and  safely  returned  to 
their  homes,  the  happy  possessors  of  nice  bows  and  arrows. 

He  took  the  liberty  to  cut  any  timber  he  wanted,  no  mat- 
ter where  it  stood,  or  whose  land  it  was  on,  regarding  it  as  his 
right,  as  a native  of  the  forest , to  appropriate  its  products 
to  his  own  use.  lie  had  an  idea  that  his  property,  no  mat- 
ter where  he  left  it,  was  safe  from  intruders,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain no  one  ever  meddled  the  second  time  with  his  personal 
effects,  if  he  found  it  out.  At  one  time  he  followed  a party 
of  two,  who  had  taken  his  canoe  to  the  island,  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  manifest  his  indignation  by  beating 
them  unmercifully  with  the  paddle,  and  left  them  on  the 
island  to  get  off  the  best  way  they  could.  On  another  oc- 
casion Mr.  Olcott  Chamberlin,  son  of  Freedom  Chamberlin, 
took  the  Indian’s  boat  to  fish  by  toreh-light.  The  torch  is 
placed  in  the  bow  of  the  boat  and  elevated  four  or  five  feet 
above  the  water,  and  sustained  by  an  iron  jack  or  light-iron, 
which  is  filled  with  pieces  of  pitch-pine,  and  the  fisherman 
stands  near  and  facing  the  light,  which  is  so  strong  as  to 
reveal  the  smallest  objects  in  the  water  at  the  bottom  to  the 
depth  of  four  or  five  feet.  Mr.  Chamberlin  had  arranged 
his  tackle  and  was  sailing  quietly  along  a short  distance 
from  land,  when  he  was  ordered  by  a gruff  voice  from  the 
bank  of  the  lake,  “ Come , shore  my  boat,"  a command  not 
immediately  heeded  by  the  fisherman.  A moment  after, 
the^)ine  sticks  were  scattered  in  a blazing  shower  about  his 
head  by  a bullet  from  the  rifle  of  the  Indian,  the  report 
of  which  echoed  far  away  over  the  waters  of  the  lake.  This 
argument  was  sufficient.  Mr.  Chamberlin  immediately  re- 
turned to  the  shore  with  the  Indian’s  boat. 

The  Panther  went  on  one  of  his  accustomed  visits  to  the 
Connecticut  about  the  year  1840,  since  which  time  nothing  ! 
is  known  of  him.  He  was  no  doubt  a Mnheyan,  one  of  i 
the  family  of  Lucas,  and  in  proof  of  this  he  showed  the  ! 
figure  of  the  turtle  tattooed  upon  his  breast.  It  is  well  j 


* The  Panther  luul  an  Indian  wife  ami  daughter. 


known  that  this  region  witnessed  its  share  of  the  fierce  en- 
counters between  the  early  settlers  and  hostile  bands  of  sav- 
ages at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  as  it  was  in  direct  line 
from  the  Mohawk  to  the  Upper  Susquehanna. 

One  of  these  border  fights  was  located  by  the  earliest  set- 
tlers on  the  northeast  shore  of  Lake  Canadarago.  It  was 
related  that  a small  party  of  whites  were  journeying  up  the 
east  side  of  the  lake,  and  on  nearing  the  “ Indian  huryimr- 
ground/’j-  near  the  Lake  House,  suddenly  became  aware 
that  a party  of  hostile  Indians  occupied  the  landing  at  that 
place.  The  whites  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  little 
brook  which  enters  the  lake  at  the  landing,  when  they  were 
fired  upon  from  the  opposite  bank  on  the  north.  They  im- 
mediately sought  cover  behind  the  little  tongue  of  highland 
that  borders  the  creek  on  the  south,  and  the  day  was  spent 
in  exchanging  occasional  shots  with  the  savages  across  the 
bed  of  the  stream.  At  nightfall  the  firing  ceased,  and  the 
whites  were  only  aware  of  the  retreat  of  the  Indians  when 
their  camp-fire  was  discovered  directly  across  the  lake.  The 
Indians  had  traveled  around  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  had 
incautiously  built  a camp-fire,  so  that  it  was  immediately 
discovered.  At  an  early  hour  the  whites  hurried  down  the 
lake,  on  the  back  track  to  the  usual  crossing-place  on  the 
Oaks  creek,  near  where  the  road  now  crosses  it,  and  con- 
cealed themselves  in  the  bushes  bordering  the  stream,  rightly- 
conjecturing  that  the  Indians  would  pass  down  the  west  side 
of  the  lake,  cross  the  creek,  and  attempt  to  surprise  them 
in  the  rear.  They  had  waited  but  a short  time  in  their 
ambush  when  the  Indians  made  their  appearance  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  stream,  and  attempted  to  cross,  but 
were  met  by  a volley  which  killed  two  outright  and  wounded 
several  others,  when  the  Indians  fled,  carrying  their  wounded 
with  them.  The  whites  secured  their  guns  and  other  arms, 
and  buried  the  bodies  of  the  two  savages  by  caving  a por- 
tion of  the  steep  bank  of  the  creek  upon  them,  when  they 
proceeded  on  their  journey  to  Fort  Plain,  on  tho  Mohawk 
river. 

An  account  of  this  fight  was  related  by  Thomas  Van 
Iiorn,j;  one  of  the  party.  He  was  known  as  “ Long  Tom 
Van  Horn,”  who  held  a captain’s  commission  during  the 
Revolution,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Oriskanv.  Im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  near  the 
headwaters  of  the  Otsquago  creek,  in  the  town  of  Stark. 
Herkimer  Co.,  now  Van  Iloruville.  In  1818  he  removed 
to  a farm  on  the  hill,  about  one  mile  east  of  Canadarago 
lake,  the  farm  recently  owned  by  Mr.  Philip  Van  Horn, 
where  he  died  March  1,  1S44,  aged  ninety-eight  years. 

Portions  of  the  ridges  and  banks  near  the  lake  bear  un- 
mistakable evidence  of  their  occupancy  by  the  Indians  to 
the  present  day.  When  the  road  leading  from  the  springs 
and  intersecting  tho  old  road,  just  below  the  Lake  House, 
was  built,  the  skeletons  of  two  Indians  were  found  while 
grading  for  the  bridge  near  the  Lake  House.  The  bodies 
were  inclosed  in  hemlock-bark,  and  with  them  were  found 
two  iron  tomahawks;  and  when  the  path  or  gravoi-waik 

f The  elevated  ridge  or  field  Dearly  opposite  the  Lake  House  was 
tilled  with  Indian  graves  at  the  time  of  the  earliest  settlement  of  this 
region,  and  had  doubtless  been  their  bury ing-plnce  lor  centuries. 
Many  of  the  graves  were  marked  by  stones  until  recently. 

t Grandfather  of  l’hilin  Van  Horn,  of  this  village. 
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l.-ading  from  the  Lake  House  to  the  shore  of  the  lake  was 
••  railed  an  entire  skeleton  was  found,  with  a great  variety 
of  Indian  beads  and  other  ornaments.  In  a cultivated  field 
near  the  head  of  the  lake  there  was  recently  found  a large 
quantity  of  flint  arrow-heads — about  oue-fourth  bushel — in 
a perfect  state,  concealed  just  below  the  surface  of  the  "round. 
Also  a stone  pestle,  once  used  by  the  Iudians,  to  pulverize 
their  corn.  These  are  now  iu  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  F. 
Get  man,  of  this  village. 

On  what  is  knowu  as  “ Oak  Ridge,”  on  the  west  shore 
of  the  lake,  one-half  mile  from  the  head,  are  several  places 
where  innumerable  pieces  of  flint  scales  are  scattered  around, 
and  flint  arrow-heads  entire,  and  others  in  process  of  forni- 
ing,  but  broken  by  an  unlucky  blow  of  the  manufacturer, 
are  often  picked  up  by  the  careful  observer.  And  consid- 
erable quantities  of  mussel-shells,  far  above  high-water 
mark,  seem  to  indicate  the  location  of  a wigwam  and  the 
probable  use  for  food  of  these  shell-fish,  with  which  the 
lake  abounds. 

The  high  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Oaks  creek,  near 
the'  bridge  that  now  crosses  it,  was  once  an  Indian  “bury- 
ing-ground.”  When  the  road  at  this  point  was  graded, 
about  1810,  a number  of  Indian  skeletons  were  unearthed, 
and  over  their  faces  flat  stones  were  found,  pierced  with 
holes  corresponding  with  the  position  of  the  eyes  ; and  over 
these  holes  was  placed  a transparent  substance  resembling 
mica,  through  which  the  dead  were  supposed  to  see  their 
way  through  the  mythical  hunting-grounds  of  the  spirit 
world. 

The  first  wedding  in  this  town — that  of  Ebenezer  Russell 
and  Miss  More,  in  1705 — is  thus  described  by  the  late 
Levi  Beardsley  in  his  ‘■Reminiscences”:  “The  marriage 
was  at  my  father’s  iu  the  log  house.  I do  not  remember 
how  the  parties  were  dressed,  but  no  doubt  iu  their  best 
year.  Judge  Cooper,  of  Cooperstown  (father  of  the  cele- 
brated novelist,  J.  Fenimore  Cooper),  was  sent  for,  being 
the  nearest  magistrate,  and  came  eighteen  miles,  principally 
through  the  woods,  to  perform  the  ceremony. 

“ The  neighbors  were  invited.  The  old  pine  table  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  on  which  I recollect  was  placed  a 
large  wooden  bowl  filled  with  fried  cakes  (nut  cakes  or 
doughnuts,  as  the  country  pe-ople  call  them).  There  might 
have  been  something  else  to  constitute  the  marriage  feast, 
but  I do  not  recollect  anything  except  a black  junk-bottle 
tilled  with  rum,  some  maple  sugar,  and  water.  The  judge 
was  in  his  long  riding-boots,  covered  with  mud  up  to  his 
knees.  His  horse  was  fed,  that  he  might  be  off  when  the 
ceremony  was  over.  The  parties  presented  themselves,  and 
were  soon  made  man  and  wife,  as  his  ‘ honor’  officially 
announced.  lie  then  gave  the  bride  a good  hearty  kiss, 
or  rather  smack,  remarking  that  he  always  claimed  that  as 
his  fee;  took  a drink  of  rum,  drank  health,  prosperity,  and 
long  life  to  those  married, 'ate  a cake  or  two,  declined  stay- 
ing even  for  supper,  said  he  must  be  on  his  way  home,  and 
should  go  to  the  foot  of  the  lake  that  night,  refused  any 
other  fee  for  his  services,  mounted  his  horse,  and  was  oil'; 
a,'d  thus  was  the  first  marriage  celebrated.  The  few  other 
guests  who  were  in  attendance  remained  and  partook  of  as 
gond  a meal  as  the  house  could  afford.” 

I’he  first  death  was  that  of  Mrs.  Russell  mentioned  above. 

3D 


MONTICELLO. 

The  little  village  of  Monticello  is  located  three  miles  west 
of  Richfield  Springs,  on  the  old  Skaneateles  turnpike.  It 
contains  a population  of  140.  The  business  Ls  represented 
by  three  stores,  one  hotel,  three  wagon-shops,  two  black- 
smith-shops, and  one  cheese-factory.  The  surface  of  this 
portion  of  the  township  is  broken  or  hilly;  the  land  is 
fertile,. and  particularly  adapted  to  grazing.  Cheese  is  the 
great  staple.  During  the  past  year  (1S77)  140,740  pounds 
were  sold  from  the  factory  owned  by  Iliram  C.  Brockway. 
Large  quantities  of  hops  are  also  raised. 

Among  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  settlers  were 
Darius  Carey,  Willard  Eddy,  Obadiah  Beardsley,  John 
Woodbury,  Seth  Allen,  Joseph  Allen,  Elijah  Martin, 
Samuel  Colwell,  Amasa  Firman,  and  Abner  Ames. 

John  Woodbury  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  occupying 
until  his  death  the  farm  upou  which  he  first  settled,  now 
owned  by  his  son,  Daniel  II.  Woodbury. 

In  1787,  Seth  Allen,  Joseph  Allen,  and  Elijah  Martin 
took  up  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ileyder 
creek,  a part  of  which  now  comprises  the  farms  of  Willis 
Perkins  and  Lydia  Allen.  Elijah  Martin  felled  the  first 
tree  ever  cut  on  this  tract  of  land.  West  of  the  land,  in 
this  vicinity,  was  then  owned  by  the  Banycrs,  of  Albany, 
and  could  be  purchased  at  the  government  price  of  81.25 
per  acre.  One  of  the  descendants  of  Elijah  Martin,  Mrs. 
Collins  Loomis,  is  still  living  in  this  village.  Joseph  Allen 
has  numerous  descendants,  some  occupying  the  old  farm  at 
the  present  time.  Willard  Eddy  lived  to  be  ninety-six 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beardsley,  a daughter  of 
Mr.  Eddy,  is  still  living,  and  is  in  her  eighty-fifth  year. 
Samuel  Colwell  settled  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son,  James  Colwell,  in  1792,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  twenty  years  since. 
Amasa  Firman,  Abner  Ames,  and  Elisha  Andrus  have 
sons  still  living  in  town,  all  of  whom  have  passed  the 
allotted  age  of  threescore  and  ten  years. 

A town  library  was  established  at  an  early  period;  the 
exact  date  I am  unable  to  learn.  But  Levi  Beardsley,  iu 
his  “ Reminiscences  of  Otsego,”  speaks  of  its  existence  long 
before  1S10.  This  library  now  contains  about  900  volumes. 
There  is  also  a circulating  library  containing  150  volumes. 

The  Otsego  Herald  was  the  first  paper  taken  in  town, 
and  was  the  only  paper  for  many  years  that  the  inhabitants 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  Whitman  Randall,  and 
stood  near  the  old  cemetery  in  the  western  part  of  the 
village.  A few  rods  east  of  this  old  store  a house  is  still 
standing  which  was  formerly  owned  by  Jedediah  P.  Sill, 
and  used  by  him  for  a gun-shop.  A button-factory  was 
also  in  this  settlement. 

The  first  school-house  was  built  in  1803.  It  was  located 
j where  the  hotel  now  stands.  At  present  there  are  one 
I public  and  two  private  schools.  Jacob  Brewster  kept  the 
j first  hotel  (or  tavern),  in  1799.  Mrs.  Ezra  Carey  is  one  nf 
; his  descendants.  The  second  hotel  was  built  by  Benjamin 
Rathbun,  in  1810.  A.  A.  Jacobson  is  the  present  pro- 
prietor. The  first  physician  was  Dr.  Howes,  who  located 
! hero  in  181-1.  In  1 S l G , Dr.  Horace  Manley,  who  instill 
I living  at  Richfield  Springs,  became  associated  with  him  in 
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the  practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  Horace  Snyder  is  the  present 
physician. 

In  1815  there  was  quite  a cluster  of  houses,  and  the 
people  desired  not  only  a habitation,  but  a name  for  this 
little  hamlet.  A meeting  was  called,  a ballot-box  used, 
and  one  was  to  deposit  a name  to  suit  his  fancy ; and  the 
first  name  drawn  was  to  be  the  name  of  the  village.  Joseph 
Beardsley,  a son  of  Obadiah  Beardsley,  threw  in  the  name 
“ Moutieello.”  As  this  was  the  first  drawn,  it  became  the 
name.  Mr.  Beardsley  being  a stanch  Democrat  of  the 
Jeffersonian  order  may  account  for  his  selection. 

This  place  has  always  been  justly  celebrated  for  the 
longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  Within  the  radius  of  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  there  are  now  living  ten  persons  whose 
united  ages  amount  to  eight  hundred  and  eleven  years,  viz. : 
Gardiner  Sloan,  one  hundred;  Mrs.  Calviu  Eaton,. eighty- 
five  ; Mrs.  Mason  Corbin,  eighty-five ; Mr.  David  Andrus, 
eighty;  Mr.  Thomas  Ames,  eighty;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Shepard, 
seventy-seven;  Mrs.  Charles  Tuttle,  seventy-eight;  Mr. 
Isaac  Huntley,  seventy-seven  ; Mr.  Albert  Coats,  seventy- 
two ; Mr.  Laman  Brockway,  seventy-seven.  “ Had  Ponce 
de  Leon  extended  his  researches  to  the  region  of  Richfield, 
he  might  not  have  found  the  fountain  of  immortal  youth, 
but  he  would  have  found  that  by  breathing  our  invigorating 
mountain  air  his  life  would  doubtless  have  been  greatly 
prolonged.” 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  in  1793,  at  which 
Nathan  Jeffords  was  chosen  supervisor.  The  following  is 
a list  of  the  supervisors  of  this  town  from  1793  to  1S77, 
viz. : 


17'.I3.  Nathan  Jeffords. 

1794.  Tbadeus  Loomis. 

1705.  Christopher  Colwell. 
1796—97.  Willard  Warner. 
1798-1801.  Lemuel  Fitch. 
1802.  Nathaniel  Farnham. 
1803-7.  Lemuel  Fitch. 

1808.  Seth  Allen. 

1809-10.  Osias  Woodward. 

1811.  Seth  Allen. 

1812.  Benjamin  Tuckerman. 

1813.  Ohadiah  Beardsley. 

1814.  John  Woodbury. 

1815.  Isaac  Smith. 

1816.  Osias  Woodward. 
1817-19.  Samuel  Colwell. 
1820.  Thomas  Howes. 
1821-22.  Theodore  Pnge. 
1823-24.  George  Farnham. 
1825—26.  John  Jones. 
1827-28.  Samuel  Colwell. 
1829-33.  Mathewsou  Eddy. 
1831.  Tidcman  it.  Gordon. 


1835.  Mathewson  Eddy. 

1836.  Tideman  II.  Gordon. 
1837-40.  George  Tuckerman. 

1841.  N.  Palmer. 

1842.  George  Tuckerman. 
1843 — 14.  N.  Palmer. 

1S45-47.  Selden  Churehcll. 
1848.  Alonzo  Churchell. 
1849-50.  Nathan  Palmer. 
1851-54.  Alonzo  Churchell. 
1S55.  John  Du-thick,  Jr. 
1856-57.  Alvin  Barrus. 

1S58.  Hamilton  Coleman. 
1859-61.  Eseck  Cole. 
1862-63.  Alvin  B.  Losee. 

1864.  Alvin  Barrus. 

1865.  J.  S.  Davenport. 
1866—69.  A.  R.  Elwood. 
1870—71.  N.  Gctmnn. 

1872-73.  J.  C.  Brown. 
1874—75.  J.  S.  Davenport. 
1876.  John  MeCready. 
1877-78.  it.  C.  Brockway. 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

*In 1874,  Richfield  had  15,6-17  acres  of  improved  land,  3519 
woodland,  and  932  other  than  the  above.  The  cash  value 
of  farms  in  1875  was  §1,272,520;  of  farm  buildings,  other 
than  dwellings,  $173,525;  of  stock,  $168,531;  of  tools 
and  implements,  $48,025;  acres  plowed  in  1875.  2168; 
acres  in  pasture,  7<>13;  acres  mown,  6024;  bay  produced, 
8319  tons;  bushels  of  barley  produced  in  1^71,  1670; 
bushels  of  buckwheat,  3836  ; bushels  of  Indian  corn,  5393; 
bushels  of  oats,  4(1,394  ; bushels  of  spring  wheat,  04  ; winter 
wheat,  1081;  beans,  22;  peas,  493;  pounds  of  bops, 
70,705  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  27,001;  bushels  of  apples, 
13,636;  barrels  of  cider,  40 1 ; pounds  of  grapes,  150; 


pounds  of  maple  sugar,  10,225;  number  of  horses  on  firm, 
661;  butter  made  in  families,  54,855  pounds;  cho'x* 
12,692  pounds;  number  of  sheep  shorn  in  1875,  f>->7 
weight  of  clip,  3462  pounds;  number  of  swine  ou  farm-* 
June  1,  1875,  1161. 

Area. — Richfield  has  an  area  of  20,418  acres,  thca.-so.--i 
valuation  of  which  is  $499,180;  assessed  per  acre,  $2-115 
equalized  valuation,  $505,346  ; equalized  per  acre,  -8 kl  1 7 .5 . 


POPULATION. 
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CHAPTER  LX  VI I. 

TOWN  OF  RICHFIELD— Continued. 

Richfield  Springs. 

For  unknown  ages  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  century,  the  quiet  interval  that  is  now  occupied 
by  the  pleasant  village  of  Richfield  Springs  was  bidden  far 
from  the  face  of  civilization,  and  known  only  to  the  sons 
of  the  forest  as  a resort  for  the  use  of  the  “ medicine 
waters”  that  their  faith  applied  to  all  the  ills  of  their 
numerous  tribes.  At  the  summit  of  a gently-rising  emi- 
nence, in  the  midst  of  shrubbery,  and  overshadowed  by  the 
lofty  and  majestic  branches  of  the  fir  and  pine,  there  issu<  d 
forth  from  beneath  the  roots  of  a gigantic  tree  a crystal 
mineral  fountain  of  life  and  health.  About  three  hundred 
rods  to  the  south  of  this  fountain  was  a romantic  and 
beautiful  lake  silently  sleeping  in  a quiet  valley,  skirted  on 
either  side  by  heavily-wooded  Alpine  ranges,  whose  giant 
forest-trees  were  boldly  reflected  in  the  deep-blue  waters 
that  were  disturbed  only  by  the  screaming  waterfowl  or  the 
light  canoe  of  the  red  man  as  he  glided  swiftly  over  it' 
silvery  surface.  The  elk,  moose,  and  timid  deer  drank 
from  its  silent  waters  in  the  wild  solitudes  of  the  primeval 
forest.  Two  wood-covered  islands  rested  within  the  bosom 
of  this  picturesque  lake,  one  of  which  lias  since  di -ap- 
peared,* and,  as  tradition  says,  “ the  last  of  a once  powerful 
tribe,  the  Cuniuluragos , sank  with  it  far  beucath  its  dark 
waters.” 

The  following  Indian  tradition  in  relation  to  tlii-  island 
lias  been  banded  down  to  us:  “A  famous  healing  Indian 
prophet  once  dwelt  upon  a beautiful  island  in  the  midst  <4 
Canadarago  lake,  to  whom  invalids  from  all  the  Ir • 
used  to  come  and  leave  their  maladies.  At  midnight  In 
would  glide  softly  away  in  his  canoe,  penetrate  the  dark 
forest  to  the  fountains,  and  then  return  to  his  patient-  wi’  u 
vessels  full  of  the  magic  waters. 

By  his  great  success  he  became  proud  and  ] w 
and  at  last  he  called  himself  the  twin  brother  of  tin-  '> 

9 This  is  a veritable  fact  within  the  leeolloct  on  of  the  > 1 •* 

I citizeus. 
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Spirit.  This  blasphemy  kindled  the  anger  of  the  Almighty, 
and  it  consumed  the  boaster.  One  morning,  when  a bridal 
party  went  thither  to  receive  the  prophet’s  blessing,  the 
island  had  disappeared.  The  Great  Spirit  in  his  wrath  had 
thrust  it  with  the  proud  prophet  so  deep  into  the  earth 
that  the  waters  of  the  lake  where  it  stood  are  unfathomable 
by  human  measurement.’’ 

The  following  beautiful  lines  on  this  legend  were  written 
by  Ethel  Lynn  : 

THE  SUNKEN  ISLAND. 

O’er  Canadarago  the  shadows  creep, 

Dreams  of  her  silent  summer  sleep  ; 

Yon  pictured  hill,  a blue-veined  lid, 

Curtains  the  brightness  beneath  it  hid; 

The  toying  tress  of  the  willow  swings, 

And  tho  tasseled  birch  her  guerdon  flings, 

Till  the  wave  wakes  up  from  its  revery, 

And,  Indian-like,  laughs  silently. 

In-shore  tho  tall  flags  moveless  stand, 

With  lances  straight  like  warder  band, 

To  guard  the  lily’s  jeweled  cup, 

Whose  golden  wine  the  wave  bears  up  ; 

But  guards  in  vain  : the  robber  bee 
Drinks  and  away,  humming  merrily  ; 

And  the  dragon-fly  waves  its  wing  of  light 
Into  the  sunshine  aud  out  of  sight. 

But  just  where  the  mountain  shadows  break 
Lies  the  sunken  isle  of  the  laughing  lake, 

Where  tho  soft,  green  rushes  idly  sway, 

And  the  fisher’s  boat  is  seen  alway, 

As  the  angler  peers  through  the  limpid  wave 
For  a glimpse  of  the  islaud’s  lonely  grave, 

And  dreams  of  the  time  when  in  air  it  stood, 

With  its  crown  of  flowers  and  belt  of  wood. 

For  Canadarago  a legend  keeps, 

To  be  whispered  low  when  the  midnight  creeps 
Moonless  and  still  on  the  lonely  shore, 

A tale  of  the  Lost  for  evermore. 

Far  back  in  the  land  of  the  Long  Ago, 

Stood  an  island  fair  in  the  summer  glow, 

W here  ever  alone  a prophet  dwelt, 

For  whose  healing  touch  the  suffering  knelt. 

Thither  the  Mrthmck  warrior  came, 

With  the  wound  from  poison-dart  aflame  ; 

And  the  Iroquois,  with  his  war- won  pain, 

Sought  at  his  hand  for  health  again. 

Savage  of  mien  and  dark  of  mood, 

As  well  became  his  Indian  blood; 

Sullen  and  stern,  none  ever  guessed 
The  secrets  locked  in  his  dusky  breast: 

Knew  not  how  oft  in  the  swift  canoe 
Tho  shivered  waves  from  the  paddles  flew. 

As  close  by  the  dim,  deep  forest  stayed, 

The  prophet’s  foot  in  the  darkness  strayed, 

Till  close  by  the  bitter  fountain’s  brink 
lie  stopped  at  last,  yet  not  to  drink  ; 

But  bore  from  thence  tho  wondrous  draught, 

Tho  source  and  secret  of  his  craft. 

At  last,  the  olden  legend  snith, 
lie  claimed  tho  power  to  conquer  Death, 

And  spoke  in  horrid  blasphemy 
Of  twinsliip  with  Divinity; 

Then  the  Great  Spirit's  awful  frow  n 
Sent  isle  and  prophet  hurtling  down  ; 

And  wondering  pilgrims  to  that  shore 
Saw  islo  or  prophet  nevermore. 


The  Sunken  Island  ! — Ah,  ’twere  well 
If  only  legends  wild  could  tell 
The  tale.  On  Life’s  broad  sea 
Such  things  as  these  there  often  be  ; 

Bright  spots  that  softly  shine  and  gleam, 

Fair  as  a sinless  angel’s  dream; 

And  yet  they  sink — and  all  but  wo 
Go  floating  on  right  merrily. 

So  each  alone  his  secret  keeps, 

Where  his  lost  vision  bides  and  sleeps; 

Sails  bravely  on  and  makes  no  moan, 

Over  the  fairy  landscape  gone, 

Yet  glancing  where  the  rushes  grow, 

Bent  by  the  breath  of  the  Long  Ago, 

He  says  no  word,  but  dreams  the  while 
Of  the  unforgotten  Sunken  Isle. 

Who  can  tell  the  number  of  years  that  have  passed  away 
since  this  beautiful  lake  was  first  called  into  being,  or  how 
many  cloudless  nights  have  the  moon  and  the  stars  been 
mirrored  in  its  placid  depths?  More  than  three-fourths 
of  a century  has  passed  away  since  the  first  settlers  were 
attracted  to  this  locality  as  permanent  residents.  With 
the  discovery  of  the  mineral  springs,  and  their  preparation 
for  public  use  by  Dr.  Horace  Manley  in  1820,  this  village 
dates  its  birth  as  a watering-place.  The  efficacy  of  these 
waters  was  soon  found  to  be  remarkably  potent  in  the 
treatment  of  many  forms  of  disease,  and  with  every  return- 
ing season  from  the  above  date  the  number  of  visitors  to 
the  place  was  gradually  augmented.  The  value  of  real 
estate  slowly  enhanced  from  year  to  year,  and  by  1S30 
Richfield  Springs  became  the  centre  of  an  extensive  local 
trade. 

As  stated  above,  the  mineral  springs  were  discovered  by 
Dr.  Manley  in  1S20.  In  that  year  he  bought  an  acre  of 
laud,  embracing  what  is  now  the  Manley  Spring,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Spring  House,  for  which  he  paid  seventy- 
five  dollars,  and  erected  a dwelling  for  his  family.  He 
proceeded  at  once  to  prepare  the  spring  for  public  use. 

At  this  time  the  only  place  for  the  accommodation  of 
visitors  was  the  Richfield  Hotel,  where  but  few  guests 
could  be  received.  Directly  over  the  spring  stood  a large 
pine-tree,  from  beneath  which  the  water  issued  profusely, 
covering  the  ground  for  some  distance  around  with  a thick 
white  coating  of  tufaccous  deposit.  The  tree  and  earth 
were  removed  to  the  depth  of  five  feet,  when  the  water 
was  found  to  issue  from  the  deep  crevice  of  a large  flat 
rock,  that  now  forms  its  bed.  On  this  rock  was  found  the 
body  of  a large  tree,  still  sound  and  perfect ; also  the  antler 
of  an  elk,  with  its  points  ground  off.  The  doctor  thinks 
it  had  been  used  by  the  Indians  for  a war-club.  It  was 
presented  to  Prof.  Mitchell,  of  Columbia  college,  New 
York.  He  also  found  ripe  red  plums,  and  fresh-looking 
green  leaves,  that  soon  turned  black  and  fell  to  pieces  on 
exposure  to  the  air.  The  writer  asked  the  doctor  how 
long  he  thought  these  plums  and  leaves  had  been  tie  re : 
he  answered,  Thousands  of  years,  no  doubt,"  as  five  1 t 
of  earth  and  decomposed  vegetation  had  accumulated  over 
them  without  human  agency.  This  sulphur  spring  now 
began  to  attract  public  attention,  but  the  duties  of  Isis 
profession  requiring  his  entire  attention,  the  doctor  -■  M 
the  property,  including  the  spring,  to  a Mr.  Chase,  and 
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purchased  the  land  now  occupied  by  him,  a short  distance 
to  the  east  of  the  sprint:,  on  the  south  side  of  Main  street, 
where  lie  resides  in  the  enjoyment  of  a well-earned  com- 
petence. Dr.  Manley  has  three  sons  and  four  daughters 
uow  living. 

A laughable  incident  occurred  while  the  doctor  was 
engaged  in  excavating  the  spring.  Ilis  workmen  had 
suspended  a white  handkerchief  to  a pole  by  the  roadside 
to  indicate  the  location  of  the  spring  in  the  forest.  A 
countryman  on  horseback,  approaching  from  the  west, 
seeing  this  supposed  signal  of  smallpox,  attempted  to  pass 
the  designated  point  by  galloping  his  horse  at  full  speed, 
at  the  same  time  holding  his  nose  and  mouth  firmly  with 
one  hand ; but  when  directly  opposite  the  spring  he  in- 
voluntarily caught  a breath  of  air  that  was  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  the  fumes  of  the  sulphur  water.  Suddenly 
checking  his  horse,  he  exclaimed,  with  an  expression  of  the 
deepest  despair,  “ Oh,  God,  I’ve  catchcd  it !” 

Seventeen  distinct  mineral  springs  are  now  known  in 
this  place  and  immediate  vicinity,  most  of  them  containing 
sulphur,  but  varying  to  some  extent  in  their  constituent 
elements.  Two  of  these  springs  only  have  been  analyzed, 
viz.,  the  Manley  Spring,  on  the  grounds  of  the  Spring 
House,  and  the  American  Spriug,  in  the  basement  of  the 
American  Hotel,  and  are  known  to  be  the  strongest  sulphur 
waters  on  the  American  continent.  The  following  is  an 
analysis  of  these  waters  by  Prof.  Reid  : 

Bicarbonate  magnesia per  gallon,  20  grains. 


Bicarbonate  lime .' “ 10  “ 

Chloride  sodium  and  magnesia “ 15  “ 

Sulphate  magnesia “ 30  “ 

Hydrosulphute  magnesia  and  lime “ 2 “ 

Sulphate  of  lime “ 20  “ 

Solid  matter “ 152.5  “ 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas “ 20.6  inches. 


The  location  of  Richfield  is  remarkable  fur  natural 
beauty,  not  only  in  its  immediate  surroundings,  but  it 
occupies  a position  in  the  midst  of  the  most  charmingly 
diversified  mountain  and  lake  scenery.  The  mountain- 
sides in  many  instances,  and  especially  where  bordering 
upon  hikes  or  streams,  are  jutted  with  immense  ledges  of 
rocks,  or  cut  with  deep  ravines  that  assist  so  extensively  in 
giving  that  romantic  character  to  this  portion  of  the  State 
of  New  York  which  it  so  eminently  possesses.  Six  beau- 
tiful lakes  are  distributed  in  this  vicinity,  almost  within 
sight  of  each  other;  and  this  was  known  to  be  a region  of 
popular  resort  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  of  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk  and  western  part  of  the  State  before  the  whites 
encroached  upon  the  original  possessors  of  the  territory. 
Unlike  the  spasmodic  growth  of  many  western  towns, 
yrith  their  restless  and  ever-changing  population,  this 
village  has  grown  gradually  in  size  and  public  favor,  until 
it  now  has  a population  of  nearly  1500.  And  it  is  repre- 
sented by  the  following  business  interests:  lawyers,  Daven- 
port & Tennant,  P.  D.  Fay,  Dwight  Luce,  C.  Gano; 
physicians,  N.  Gctman,  W.  B.  Crain  ; dentists,  W.  T. 
Bailey,  M.  D.  Jewel ; magistrates,  E.  W.  Badger,  J.  L. 
Comstock;  surveyors,  J.  L.  Comstock,  E.  W.  Badger; 
teachers,  common  school,  II.  A.  Ward,  .Mrs.  Ames;  in- 
surance agents,  W.  D.  Griffin,  M.  Tuller;  artists,  F.  31. 
Zollcr,  G.  II.  Bronner;  bankers,  Elwood  A Tuller;  print- 
ing-office, Richfield  Sjiriny.i  Mercury,  C.  Ackerman  & 


Son,  editors;  dry  goods,  Elwood  & Tuller,  E.  A.  Hinds; 
hardware,  R.  Buchanan ; hardware,  groceries,  and  drv- 
goods,  Wick  & McCready ; drug-stores,  A.  J.  Smith  A; 
Son,  J.  F.  Gctman  ; clothing-stores,  C.  J.  Hinds,  O.  Knapp. 
C.  Wilder;  groceries,  R.  Russell,  Frink  & Armstrong,  II. 

C.  Watson;  jewelers,  II.  C.  Walter,  II.  Greenman  ; fluur- 
ing-mill,  Frank  Dana;  steam  saw-mill,  S.  Clemens;  L» « -k - 
store,  telegraph,  and  express,  J.  A.  Storer;  expressman. 
William  Conklin  ; butter  dealer,  Peter  Allen  ; cabinet  and 
undertakers,  D.  W.  Harrington,  31.  D.  V.  3Iartin  ; shoe- 
store,  Guy  Kinne;  farm  produce  and  groceries,  P.  Lung- 
don ; lumber-yard  and  feed-store,  W.  B.  Ward ; meat- 
markets,  N.  Y roman,  James  Steel ; harness-shop,  W.  E. 
Stillman ; tin-shops,  R.  Buchanan,  H.  Roystou  ; barber. 
G.  H.  Thomson;  carriage- makers,  A.  Barker,  II.  J.  Freu- 
denberg;  blacksmiths,  Elias  Young,  J.  Switzer,  R.  J. 
Dutcher;  painters,  A.  C.  Cole,  J.  Ham;  coal  dealers,  J. 

D.  Ibbotson.  Hotels:  Spring  House,  T.  R.  Proctor,  pro- 
prietor ; American  Hotel.  Coleman  & Tunnicliff,  proprietors  ; 
National  Hotel,  Dr.  S.  P.  Barker,  proprietor;  Canadarago 
House,  F.  Stanton,  proprietor;  Central  Hotel,  E.  W. 
Darrow,  proprietor ; Davenport  House,  J.  S.  Davenport, 
proprietor. 

There  are  several  private  boarding-houses,  viz. : The 
Tunnicliff  Cottage,  the  Park  House,  the  Tuller  House, 
the  Rathbun  House,  the  Conklin  House,  the  Cary  House, 
the  Tunnicliff  House. 

The  first  post-office  in  this  village  was  established  in 
1829,  under  the  administration  of  General  Jackson,  as 
East  Richfield.  James  Hyde  was  the  first  postmaster,  and 
held  the  office  twelve  years,  or  until  the  accession  of  the 
Whig  party  to  power  under  General  Harrison  in  1841, 
when  he  resigned  in  favor  of  E.  A.  Saunders,  his  deputy, 
who  held  the  office  but  a few  months,  when  Horace  3Ian- 
ley  received  the  regular  appointment,  and  was  succeeded  by 
A.  R.  Elwood  in  1842,  under  the  administration  of  John 
Tyler.  During  the  time  that  James  Hyde  was  postmaster, 
the  office  was'kept  in  the  old  American  Hotel. 

In  1848,  3Ioses  Jaques  was  appointed  under  James  K. 
Polk ; held  the  office  but  a few  months,  when  Cyrus 
Osborn  received  the  appointment,  and  held  the  office  until 
1853,  and  was  succeeded  by  James  S.  Davenport.  In 
1862,  Samuel  S.  Edick  received  the  appointment  under 
Mr.  L incoln,  but  resigned  in  1865  in  favor  of  E.  A.  Ilinds, 
who  was  duly  appointed  and  still  holds  the  office. 

Richfield  Springs  was  incorporated  3Iarch  30,  1861. 


CHAPTER  LX VIII. 

TOWN  OF  RICHFIELD— Continued. 

Episcopal  Church  of  Brewster's  Tavern — St.  Luke's  Church — Eapli-t 
— First  Presbyterian — First  Univcrsalist — St.  John's  Church — sf. 
Joseph's  Church — First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — Kieh:  < 1 
Spring-  Lodge,  No.  -ISI.  F.  and  A.  M.  — l'.iehtield  Springs  Chnj  '. 
No.  222 — Richfield  Springs  Seminary. 

brewster’s  tavern  episcopal  church. 

The  first  church  society  that  was  ever  formed  in  the  town 
j was  the  Protestant  Episcopal,  which  was  organized  at  Brews- 
' ter’s Tavern  in  1799,  with  Rev.  Daniel  Nash  as  pastor.  The 
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church  edifice  was  not  erected  until  1803.  It  stood  north 
t,f  the  old  elms,  on  the  Colwell  farm.  Christopher  Colwell 
donated  the  lot.  An  old  cemetery  still  marks  the  spot,  and 
the  names  of  many  of  the  first  settlers  may  be  deciphered 
from  the  moss-covered  tombstones.  A neat  iron  railing 
incloses  the  remains  of  three  of  the  Farnham  family.  John, 
Amasa,  and  Cyrus  Pringle,  Timothy  Hatch,  and  Eben  Ed- 
gou  were  some  of  the  prominent  Episcopalians. 

The  old  church  was  taken  down,  and  in  1832  the  new 
St.  Luke’s,  now  standing  in  the  village,  was  built.  Ezra 
Carey  (father  of  Ezra  Carey,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Austin) 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  enterprise.  lie  was  a 
successful  and  energetic  business  man,  and  gave  freely  for 
the  support  of  the  church.  He  died,  in  the  prime  of  life, 
the  day  after  the  church  was  raised.  Another  prominent 
member  was  Aaron  Dow,  who  died  in  1833,  and  was  the 
first  person  buried  from  the  new  church.* 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  old  church  on  the  hill  west  of  the  village  was  built, 
by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Presbyterians  and  Baptists,  in 
1804.  They  occupied  it  alternately  for  a time,  but  it  was 
accidentally  burned  in  1822.  Hon.  James  Hyde  and 
brother  were  active  and  influential  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  The  church  was  rebuilt  by  the  Baptists 
near  the  centre  of  the  village,  where  it  now  stands.  The 
first  ministers  were  Elders  Hurlburt,  Hodges,  and  Burch. 
The  present  clergyman  is  Rev.  Levi  Bury. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  Congregational  church  of  Richfield  (now  the  First 
Presbyterian)  was  organized  at  a meeting  of  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Richfield,  called  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Brewster,  in 
said  town,  in  February,  1803,  as  the  First  Congregational 
society  of  Richfield.  Jabez  B.  Hyde,  Seth  Allen,  John 
Woodbury,  Obadiah  Beardsley,  and  Martin  Luce  were  the 
first  trustees  of  said  society. 

On  Sept.  12,  1803,  a meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Benjamin  Corbin,  in  Richfield,  at  which  time  this  church 
had  its  regular  ecclesiastical  organization.  Rev.  James 
Southworth,  of  Bridgewater,  and  Rev.  John  Spencer,  of 
Vernon,  assisted  at  its  organization.  Ebenezer  Curtis  was 
the  first  moderator  and  clerk,  and  Seth  Luce  first  delegate 
to  the  association. 

The  church  society  was  not  regularly  incorporated  until 
June  11,  1813,  at  which  time  the  meeting  was  held  (as 
appeals  in  the  minutes)  in  the  “ Congregational  meeting- 
house,”  but  when  said  house  was  built  the  record  does  not 
show.  This  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  lS22.f  The 
present  house  of  worship,  situated  in  the  village  of  Rich- 
field Springs,  was  built  about  the  year  1825,  while  Rev. 
Charles  Wadsworth  was  pastor  of  the  church,  who  is 'also  j 
• he  first  pastor  mentioned  in  the  records  of  the  society.  In 
May,  1841,  the  church  withdrew  from  the  Oneida  associa- 
te'll, and  united  with  the  Otsego  presbytery  on  the  aecom-  | 


" Rev.  Eil ward  Puoke,  of  Richfield  Springs,  now  holds  occasional 
•crviccs  in  the  church. 

t This  church  stood  in  the  western  part  of  Montiecllo  village,  near 
the  cemetery. 


modation  plan,  and  continued  in  this  relation  till  186S,  when, 
at  a meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  on  the  (ith  day  of  June, 
the  members  of  the  church  resolved  hy  a unanimous  vote 
to  change  its  name  from  Congregational  to  Presbyterian. 
The  first  ruling  elders  elected  were  II.  C.  Walter,  Wm.  D. 
Griffin,  John  Dana,  and  Robert  Hall.  The  first  deacons 
were  John  J.  Edick  and  Pardon  K.  Hopkins.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  the  pastors  of  the  church,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  imperfect  records,  and  also 
the  time  of  their  pastorate:  Rev.  Charles  Wadsworth,  1824 
to  1830;  Rev.  D.  Van  Valkeuburg,  1830  to  1844;  Rev. 
W.  C.  Boyce,  1844  to  1S46;  Rev.  T.  B.  Jervis,  1840  to 
1S52  ; Rev.  Henry  Boynton,  as  a temporary  supply  during 
the  winter  of  1S52-53. 

Rev.  Charles  Wadsworth,  after  an  absence  of  about 
twenty-four  years,  returned  in  1854,  and  remained  til!  1858. 
Mr.  M.  P.  Hill,  a student  from  Auburn  seminary,  supplied 
the  pulpit  during  the  summer  months  of  1S5S  and  1850. 
Rev.  Andrew  Parsons,  a student  from  Auburn  seminary, 
was  ordained  by  Otsego  presbytery  in  June,  1800,  and 
remained  with  the  church  as  its  pastor  till  the  spring  of 
1806. 

Rev.  F.  II.  Seeley,  a student  from  Auburn  seminary,  w;is 
ordained  by  Otsego  presbytery  in  July,  I860,  and  imme- 
diately commenced  his  labors  in  this  church,  and  is  still  its 
pastor.  All  the  ministers  mentioned  in  connection  with 
this  church,  so  far  as  known,  are  living  at  this  date,  except 
Rev.  D.  Van  Valkenburg,  who  died,  while  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Springfield,  Nov.  24,  1804,  and  now  rests  near 
the  little  church  in  this  village,  where  for  so  many  years 
his  voice  was  heard  proclaiming  divine  truth. 

The  chapel  connected  with  this  church  was  built  in  1870, 
at  a cost  of  81500,  which  amount  was  bequeathed  to  the 
trustees  of  the  society  by  the  late  Amasa  Abbott,  of  War- 
ren, Herkimer  county,  who  died  at  the  residence  of  his 
nephew,  Allen  Bloomfield,  Jan.  2,  186S.  aged  sixty -eight 
years  and  seven  months. 

In  1870  the  trustees  of  this  society  removed  the  old 
structure  and  erected  a new  brick  church  on  the  same  site, 
with  a chapel  attached,  at  a cost  of  812,000.  This  church 
is  capable  of  seating  500  persons,  and  is  heated  by  a wood- 
furnace  in  the  basement.  A bell  weighing  1500  pounds 
was  presented  to  the  society,  in  1877,  by  E.  R.  Collins, 
Esq.,  formerly  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  The  present  trustees  are 
John  E.  Dalphin,  Martin  Goss,  J.  Frink,  N.  Getman.  1‘.  K. 
Hopkins,  II.  C.  Walter.  Rev.  F.  II.  Seeley  is  still  pastor 
of  the  church,  1878. 

. THE  FIRST  UNI YERSALIST  CHURCH. t 

At  a meeting  of  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Riehfi*  M 
and  the  adjoining  towns,  convened,  pursuant  to  previous 
public  notice,  at  the  house  of  Cornelius  M.  Paul,  in  the 
town  of  Richfield,  on  May  23,  1833,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a Universalist  society,  organized  by  choosing 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Todd  moderator,  and  Tideman  II.  Gor<.  i 
clerk.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  then  stated  fr  m the 
chair,  when  a ballot  was  had,  and  Davis  Brown  and  Tide- 
man  II.  Gordon  wore  chosen  to  preside  at  this  election.  ami 


4 From  tho  records. 
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to  decide  on  the  qualifications  of  voters.  The  meeting  then 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  five  trustees,  and,  on  canvassing  the 
votes,  it  appeared  that  Benjamin  R.  Elwood,  James  Wilson, 
George  Tuckcrmun,  Davis  Brown,  and  Moses  Wheeler  re- 
ceived a unanimous  vote,  and  were  duly  elected.  Tideman 
II.  Gordon  was  elected  clerk,  and  Bcnj.  R.  El  wood  treas- 
urer. The  trustees  were  then  classed  as  follows  : first  class, 
Davis  Brown,  Moses  Wheeler  ; second  chess,  James  Wilson, 
George  Tuckerman  ; third  class,  Benj.  R.  Elwood.  The 
church  edifice  of  the  society  is  a substantial  stone  structure, 
and  was  erected  in  the  year  1S33  on  grounds  presented  to 
the  society  by  Nathan  Dow,  Esq. 

According  to  the  records,  Rev.  Orrin  Roberts  preached  in 
this  church  two  Sabbaths  in  each  month,  from  April,  1334, 
to  March,  1835,  inclusive.  Rev.  L.  C.  Brown  preached  one 
Sunday  in  each  month,  from  April,  1835,  to  March,  1S3G, 
inclusive.  Rev.  T.  J.  Smith  engaged  to  preach  one-half  the 
time  the  ensuing  year,  commencing  in  the  mouth  of  March, 
1836.  From  1837  to  1861  the  following  clergymen  preached 

in  this  church  at  intervals,  viz. : J.  S.  Kibby, Belden, 

J.  II.  Tuttle,  D.  C.  Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Manley.  In  the  spring 
of  1862,  Rev.  S.  R.  Ward  was  called  as  the  regular  pastor 
of  the  church,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  to  labor  until 
April,  1873,  when  he  was  called  to  the  Second  Universalist 
church  of  Syracuse.  During  the  pastoral  labors  of  Mr. 
Ward  the  church  edifice  was  greatly  enlarged  and  beauti- 
fied, at  an  outlay  of  S11,0U0.  Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  of  Utica, 
was  pastor  in  1873.  In  the  spring  of  1877,  Rev.  S.  R. 
Ward  was  again  called  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church,  and 
is  at  present  its  officiating  clergyman.  B.  A.  Weatherbee, 
Chas.  Wilbur,  Peter  Seeber,  Allen  Bloomfield,  and  Isaac 
Delong  are  the  trustees. 

EPISCOPAL  CLIURCII. 

St.  John’s  church,  Richfield  Springs,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
was  organized  according  to  law  Oct.  1,  1841*.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  G.  Appleton,  rector  of  St.  Luke’s  church,  Rich- 
field, N.  Y.  (Monticello),  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Sept. 
23,  1849,  at  the  residence  of  Geo.  B.  Cary,  celebrated 
divine  service,  and  gave  public  notice  of  the  purpose  to  or- 
ganize a parish  in  the  village  of  Richfield  Springs.  A 
meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  October  1 next  ensu- 
ing, in  the  same  place  where  the  service  was  held,  to  carry 
out  said  purpose.  On  Sunday  morning,  September  3U.  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  again  celebrated  divine  service  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  George  B.  Cary,  and  repeated  the  notice 
given  on  the  previous  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  Oct.  1,  1S49,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, a number  of  persons  assembled  in  the  house  above 
mentioned,  and  unanimously  resolved  to  organize  a parish 
in  communion  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  ihe 
United  States  of  America,  under  the  name  and  title  of 
Grace  church.  This  resolution  was  afterwards  reconsidered, 
and  the  name  fixed  as  it  at  present  continues, — St.  John’s 
church,  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y. 

The  officers  elected  at  this  time  were  John  W.  Tunni- 
cliff,  senior  warden,  and  John  Culbert,  junior  warden. 

AY  illiatn  Hayes,  George  B.  Cary,  Elias  Brauian,  Olcott 
C.  Chamberlin,  Erastus  S.  Belknap,  Charles  Delong,  Price 
Griffith,  and  Joshua  Whitney  vestrymen. 


At  a meeting  of  the  wardens  and  vestrymen,  held  on 
Oct.  S,  1849,  at  the  residence  of  George  B.  Cary,  a com- 
mittee of  five  persons  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  cir- 
culating a subscription  paper  to  secure  funds  for  the  erection 
of  a church  building.  A.  Tunnicliff,  J.  W.  TunniclitV.  E. 
Braman,  YV.  C.  Crain,  and  G.  B.  Cary  constituted  this 
committee. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  Aug.  21,  1S50,  at  ten  o'clock, 
the  corner-stone  of  the  present  church  building  was  laid 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  immediately  after  divine  ser- 
vice, by  the  Rev.  Stephen  II.  Battin,  rector  of  Christ 
church,  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.  There  were  also  present  and 
assisting,  the  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Price,  D.D.,  and  the  Rc-v. 
Caleb  S.  Henry,  D.D.,  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Davis,  of  Philadelphia.  The  Rev.  Samuel  G. 
Appleton  having  removed  to  Delhi,  Delaware  C'o.,  N.  Y., 
on  April  7,  1851,  the  vestry  met,  and  appointed  J.  S. 
Davenport  as  a committee  to  go  to  New  York  and  engage 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Clements  as  rector  of  the  parish.  For  some 
reason  Mr.  Clements  did  not  accept  the  appointment.  The 
Rev.  Owen  P.  Thaekara,  from  the  diocese  of  Maryland, 
became  rector  of  the  parish  at  some  time  duriug  the  spring 
or  summer  of  1S51. 

The  incorporation  of  the  church  was  approved  by  the 
standing  committee  of  the  diocese  during  the  year  1851, 
and  the  parish  was  received  into  union  with  the  convention 
of  the  diocese.  On  Aug.  11,  1853,  the  present  church  edi- 
fice was  duly  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  Triune  God 
by  the  lit.  Rev.  Jonathan  Mayhew  Wain wright,  D.D., 
D.C.L.  On  Aug.  3,  1854,  Bishop  Wainwright  again 
visited  the  parish,  preached,  confirmed  three,  and  addressed 
them  ; and  in  the  afternoon  presided  at  a meetiug  of  the 
convocation  of  Delaware  and  Otsego  counties. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  record  preserved  in  the  parish 
of  the  names  of  those  confirmed  at  this  time.  Late  in  the 
year  1855  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thaekara  ceased  to  hold  services 
in  the  church,  and  the  Rev.  James  W.  Capen  succeeded 
him.  Mr.  Capen’s  stay,  however,  was  very  brief.  In 
Juno,  1856,  the  Rev.  Robert  T.  Pearson  took  charge  of  the 
parish.  On  April  22,  1857,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thackara's  res- 
ignation of  the  rectorship  of  the  parish  w;is  accepted,  and 
the  Re  . Mr.  Pearson  was  duly  elected  rector  in  his  place. 
On  Aug.  7,  1S56,  the  lit.  Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  made  his  first  visitation  of  the  parish,  preached, 
and  administered  the  holy  communion. 

To  the  annual  convention  of  the  diocese,  held  in  Sep- 
tember, 1857,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pearson  made  the  first  n ; a t 
ever  made  of  the  condition  of  the  parish.  There  w.-re 
then  thirty-four  families  (about  one  hundred  and  fifty  indi- 
viduals) connected  with  the  parish.  The  Sunday --elr- 1 
had  two  teachers  and  fifteen  scholars.  Ou  July  31,  18.»^. 
the  lit.  Rev.  Bishop  Potter  visited  the  parish,  preached, 
and  confirmed  thirteen  persons.  In  September  of  t lie  same 
year  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pearson  records  the  number  "I  >.111- 
municants  as  twenty-eight.  On  Oct.  22,  1859,  the  L v. 
Mr.  Pearson  resigned  the  rectorship  of  the  parish.  L 
church  was  closed  from  that  date  until  the  first  8und.iv  m 
May  of  the  following  year. 

On  May  2,  I860,  the  llev.  J.  W.  Capen  was  elected  by 
the  vestry  as  officiating  minister  until  the  vacancy  in 
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rectorship  should  bo  filled.  On  Oct.  31,  1SG0,  the  Rev. 
Win.  J.  Alger  was  elected  rector  of  the  parish.  Although 
.Mr.  Alger  accepted  the  call,  there  is  no  record  of  his  having 
performed  any  duty  in  the  parish  at  this  time.  On  Friday, 
.\ug.  2,  18G1,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Potter  visited  the 
parish,  preached,  and  confirmed  two  (one  of  them  in  pri- 
vate). To  the  annual  convention  in  September  the  senior 
warden  reported  as  follows,  viz. : “ During  the  year  we 
have  been  without  a rector.  During  the  last  winter  we 
have  had  no  services,  except  on  two  or  three  Sundays. 
Rev.  J.  W.  Capen,  returning  home  from  Florida  the  last 
of  May,  has  again  supplied  us  with  services  as  his  health 
would  permit.  We  have  begun  and  will  soon  complete  a 
very  convenient  and  comfortable  rectory.”  In  18G2,  the 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Sykes  took  charge  of  the  parish  as  mis- 
sionary. On  Sunday,  July  20,  1863,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Potter  visited  the  parish,  preached,  ordained  the  Rev.  C. 

L.  Sykes  priest,  and  confirmed  two  persons.  On  Sunday, 
July  31,  1864,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Potter  visited  the 
church,  preached,  and  confirmed  five  persons. 

On  July  30,  1SG9,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Sykes  resigned  the 
rectorship  of  the  parish.  In  May,  1870,  the  Rev.  Joshua 
R.  Peirce  became  rector  of  the  parish,  and  continued  in 
the  rectorship  until  Oct.  1,  1872.  At  this  time  the  present 
incumbent,  the  Rev.  Edward  M.  Peeke,  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  rector  of  the  parish.  During  the  twenty-four 
years  of  the  existence  of  the  parish,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, 110  persons  have  been  baptized,  41  have  been  con- 
firmed, 60  have  been  married,  and  47)  have  been  buried. 
Connected  with  the  parish  at  the  present  time  there  are  46 
families  or  parts  of  families,  including  about  177)  indi- 
viduals. The  number  of  communicants  is  42.  The  Sun- 
day-school numbers  35  children  and  5 teachers. 

The  parish  property  consists  of  the  church  building 
(seating  about  200  people,  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  worshipers  in  the  summer  season),  and  the 
lot  upon  which  it  stands  ; also  a rectory  opposite  the  church, 
with  a large  lot  of  ground  about  it;  a bell,  an  organ,  and 
all  the  appointments  for  a due  performance  of  Divine 
service.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  N.  D.  Jewel, 

M. D.,  Y.  Martin,  wardens;  W.  B.  Crain,  J.  S.  Daven- 
port, J.  A.  Storcr,  A.  C.  Cole,  W.  A.  Smith,  and  J.  F. 
Getman,  vestrymen. 

THE  CATHOLIC  (ST.  JOSEPH'S)  CHURCH. 

This  church  society  was  incorporated  in  1S53,  with  a 
membership  of  about  25.  It  was  at  this  time  a mission 
station  or  branch  of  the  church  at  Coopcrstown.  The 
trifstees  were  Patrick  Weldon,  James  Nellis,  and  William 
Burke. 

The  first  services  of  the  society  were  held  in  the  dis- 
trict school-house,  and  at  private  residences  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  the  year  1S70  the  present  church  edifice  was 
completed  at  a cost  of  §37)06,  and  dedicated  to  the  worship 
of  God  by  the  Rev.  M.  C.  Dcvitt,  of  Coopcrstown.  The 
membership  in  1873  was  200.  The  dimensions  of  the  | 
church  are  32  by  (Jo  feet.  It  is  situated  on  the  north  side  ; 
of  Canadarago  street.  The  oldest  member  of  the  church 
at  this  time  is  Mrs.  Bridget  King,  aged  ninety-two  years.  I 
The  trustees  are  William  Burke  and  Patrick  Laugdon. 


THE  FIRST  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Previous  to  the  year  1871  there  was  no  organized  soci- 
ety of  Methodists  in  this  village.  There  were  in  the  vicin- 
ity several  small  chapels  where  services  were  occasionally 
held  by  Methodist  ministers  or  circuit-riders.  In  what  are 
known  as  the  “old  Warren  meeting-house”  and  the  “old 
Columbia  meeting-house,”  the  former  one  mile,  and  the 
latter  six  miles  distant  from  the  village,  Methodist  services 
had  been  occasionally  held  for  very  many  years  ; and  in  their 
secluded  grave-yards  scores  of  wearied  travelers  arc  peace- 
fully sleeping  in  the  shadows  of  the  humble  building  in 
which  it  had  been  their  delight  to  gather.  At  the  hamlet 
of  Little  Lakes,  in  Warren,  three  miles  distant,  was  a 
pretty  little  church  under  charge  of  a regular  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stanton.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  people 
flocked  to  these  little  churches  whenever  services  were  held 
in  them,  showed  that  in  this  vicinity  were  all  the  elements 
necessary  for  the  formation  of  an  active,  vigorous  society. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Richfield 
Springs  was  incorporated  May  29,  1S71,  and  the  following 
board  of  trustees  was  chosen,  viz. : George  B.  Cary,  Josiah 
House,  Lewis  McCrcdy,  Samuel  B.  St.  John,  Hiram  Get- 
man, Hiram  L.  Fay,  Timothy  Green,  Ezra  W.  Badger,  and 
Cornelius  Ackerman.  Rev.  O.  C.  Wightman,  of  Mohawk, 
who  with  his  congregation  had  just  built  a handsome  new 
church  at  that  place,  was  assigned  to  this  charge,  and  at 
once  entered  upon  his  duties.  The  society  entered  heart 
and  soul  into  the  project  for  the  building  of  the  new  church, 
worshiping  meanwhile  in  Union  hall,  their  meetings  bciDg 
uniformly  well  attended. 

April  1,  1872,  a lot  was  purchased  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Manley  streets,  for  which  $2000  was  paid.  The 
corner-stone  of  the  new  church  was  laid  Aug.  20,  1S72,  in 
the  preseuce  of  a large  concourse  of  people,  with  appropri- 
ate ceremonies.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  the 
following  gentlemen  : Ezra  W.  Badger,  chairman,  George 
B.  Cary,  and  Hiram  L.  Fay.  The  building  is  of  brick . 45  by 
75  feet,  with  chancel  in  the  rear  6 by  17  feet,  and  has  one 
tower  120  feet  in  height,  in  which  has  just  been  placed  a 
fine  bell  costing  §550.  There  is  also  a fine,  large,  and  well- 
lighted  basement  for  the  Sunday-school  and  chapel  purposes. 
The  total  cost  of  the  church,  including  the  lot,  is  about 
817,000. 

The  dedication  occurred  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  6,  1S74.  The 
services  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard, 
of  Uion,  after  which  a hymn  was  read  by  the  Rev.  (.).  C. 
Wightman.  The  doxology  was  sung  by  the  Springfield 
choir.  The  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives,  of  Auburn,  then  preached  an 
eloquent  sermon  from  Matt.  v.  16,  “ Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  The  amount  of  indebted- 
ness remaining  on  the  church  (610,600)  was  promptly  >ut>- 
seribed  by  those  present.  The  Messrs.  Remington,  of  limn, 
gave  the  munificent  sum  of  §3000  in  various  ways,  and 
they  have  heretofore  helped  the  church  by  loaning  ti.im 
money  without  interest,  and  otherwise  laid  the  socu  :y 
under  lasting  obligations  to  them,  which  they  gratefully 
acknowledge. 

This  church  is  indeed  an  ornament  to  our  village,  and  of 
which  we  may  justly  as  a community  feel  proud.  Among 
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the  clergymen  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  present 
wore  Rev.  Mr.  Corse,  presidin';  elder;  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives,  of 
Auburn  ; Rev.  A.  G.  Markham,  pastor  of  the  church ; 
Rev.  A.  B.  Gregg,  of  Jordon  ; Rev.  O.  C.  Wightman,  for- 
mer pastor,  now  of  Forestport,  Oneida  county,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Shepard,  of  Uion.  The  present  officers  of  the  church 
are  as  follows : G.  B.  Cary,  E.  W.  Badger,  A.  K.  Goodier, 
C.  Ackerman,  J.  C.  Bush,  William  II;iskell,  L.  F.  Brown, 
Edwin  Loomis,  and  J.  House,  trustees ; pastor,  Rev.  J.  Y. 
Furguson. 

RICHFIELD  SPRINGS  LODGE,  NO.  4S2,  FREE  AND  AC- 
CEPTED MASONS, 

was  duly  organized  on  Aug.  12,  1S59,  by  W.  M.  Mordecai 
Myere,  Fast  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  The  first  officers  were  Hon.  James  Hyde, 
W.  M. ; lion.  Charles  Delong,  S.  W. ; Daniel  II.  Wood- 
bury, J.  W.  ; Lot  II.  Hasford,  Sec.;  General  Wm.  P. 
Johnson,  Treas. ; David  Firman,  J.  D. ; Silas  Gray,  Tyler. 
This  lodge  holds  its  regular  communications  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Saturdays  in  each  mouth.  Present  membership 
about  100.  Present  officers;  John  Derthick,  W.  M. ; W. 
A.  Smith,  S.  W. ; J.  E.  Ackerman,  J.  W. ; J.  F.  Getman, 
S.  D. ; B.  Lockwood,  J.  D.  ; H.  C.  Watson,  Sec. ; N. 
Getman,  Treas. ; T.  I.  Jacques,  Tyler. 

Ladies'  Degrees. — The  initial  degree  for  ladies  was  con- 
ferred Aug.  13,  18139,  on  the  following  names,  by  Mr.  M. 
Benedict,  viz. : Mary  Cheeseman,  Mary  Johnson,  Matilda 
Reed,  Olive  Elwood,  Fanny  Hyde.  The  following  ladies 
received  the  degree  of  “ True  Kinsman”  : Matilda  Reed, 
Funny  Hyde. 

RICHFIELD  SPRINGS  CHAPTER,  NO.  222. 

This  sublime  adjunct  of  Masonry  was  organized  April 
29,  18G8.  The  first  officers  were  S.  R.  Stewart,  II.  P.  ; 

L.  M.  Doubleday,  S. ; W.  B.  Lidell,  K.  Present  number 
of  members,  71.  Regular  convocations,  first  and  third 
Fridays  of  each  month.  The  present  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows; Rev.  S.  R.  Ward,  M.  E.  H.  P. ; John  Derthick,  E. 
K. ; N.  R.  Baker,  E.  S. ; J.  F.  Getman,  C.  of  the  II. ; 
A.  Iv.  Goodier,  P.  S.  ; J.  PI  Ackerman,  II.  A.  C. ; Elias 
Young,  M.  of  3d  V. ; Henry  Grcenman,  M.  of  2d  V. ; 

M.  D.  Barrus,  M.  of  1st  V. ; Martin  Goes,  Sec. ; James 
Mason,  Treas.  ; N.  Getman  and  A.  J.  Smith,  Trustees;  T. 
I.  Jaques,  Tyler. 

RICHFIELD  SPRINGS  SEMINAR V. 

In  the  early  summer  of  the  centennial  year,  1870,  a de- 
cided educational  movement  was  apparent  in  Richfield.  It 
denied  the  auspicious  moment  for  the  establishment  of  a 
high  school  in  the  town.  Four  important  events  conspired 
to  insure  a successful  result.  1st.  Prof.  A.  Iv.  Goodier, 
who  for  seven  years  had  been  the  successful  and  popular 
principal  of  West  \\  infield  academy,  now  allowed  his  lease 
to  expire  at  that  institution.  2d.  Prof.  N.  W.  C’ad well,  a 
graduate  of  Hamilton  college,  an  able  and  efficient  in- 
structor, was  at  this  time  in  search  of  a permanent  location. 
3d.  These  two  gentlemen  were  men  of  means,  had  formerly 
taught  within  the  same  halls,  and  were  bound  together  by 
the  warmest  ties  of  friendship  and  association.  Hence, 
naturally,  they  sought  a field  of  labor  where,  by  mutual  co- 


operation, their  united  efforts  would  insure  for  each  a more 
perfect  success.  4th.  Richfield  Springs,  a historic  and 
healthful  village,  with  railroad  and  telegraphic  communica- 
tions, and  centrally  located,  presented  a most  desirable 
situation  for  an  institution  of  learning. 

In  this  place  the  Derthick  House  was  found  to  be  emi- 
nently adapted  for  school  purposes.  It  was  modeled  and 
built  in  1870  for  a summer  hotel  by  one  of  Richfield’s  most 
esteemed  citizens, — Mr.  John  Derthick.  This  beautiful  and 
substantial  structure  stood  five  stories  in  height,  perfect  in 
outline  and  proportion,  its  original  furniture  complete  in 
every  detail,  proclaiming  that  its  builder  had  neither  spared 
means  to  embellish  and  adorn,  nor  material  to  render  strong 
and  enduring.  Such  were  the  causes ; there  could  be  but 
one  natural  result.  But  “ hard  times,”  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  raised,  and  the  greatness  of  the  undertaking, 
discouraged  very  many  at  this  juncture.  Messrs.  Goodier 
& Cadwell  proposed  to  buy  the  property  entire,  guarantee 
a first-class  seminary  for  a term  of  years,  provided  the  citi- 
zens raise  $4000, — one-half  of  which  to  be  returned  in 
scholarships.  Efforts  were  put  forth  and  nearly  $3000 
were  raised,  yet  failure  seemed  imminent.  The  “ workers” 
had  done  their  utmost,  discouragement  prevailed,  and  Prof. 
Goodier  opened  an  academy  in  Burlington  Flats.  The 
other  professor  remained  and  traversed  the  country  in  this 
immediate  vicinity  for  subscriptions,  which  proved  success- 
ful. In  less  than  two  months  the  purchase  was  effected, 
the  building  was  dedicated,  and  the  seminary  opened  under 
both  principals,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  students.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  school  year  the  names  of  over  two 
hundred  students  had  been  enrolled,  and  one  graduated 
from  the  institution  who  is  nowin  college.  The  principals 
seek  the  most  accomplished  and  experienced  teachers,  and 
their  curriculum  embraces  all  branches  taught  in  prepara- 
tory schools  and  business  colleges.  To  impress  upon  the 
student  a practical  and  thorough  knowledge  of  all  studies 
seems  the  constant  aim  of  the  faculty  of  the  institution. 

The  first  annual  commencement  of  the  seminary  occurred 
June  13,  1877.  Then  the  first  graduating  oration  was  de- 
livered by  J.  Corwin  Jacks,  of  Batavia;  subject,  ” The 
Turk  and  his  Foe.”  The  commencement  address  was  ably 
deliver  'd  by  John  W.  Mcars,  of  Hamilton  college,  and  the 
annual  exhibition  held  in  Union  Hall. 

Thus  has  a strong  and  flourishing  institution  sprung  into 
existence.  For  its  future  permanence  and  prosperity  it 
demands  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all,  and  doubly  so  that 
of  the  citizens  of  Otsego  County.  All  educational  iuterots. 
our  public  schools  and  our  churches,  must  ever  be  sustained. 
Remove  these  moral  and  spiritual  agencies  and  we  retro- 
grade, and  go  back  to  barbarism  and  ignorance.  An  edu- 
cated nation  is  always  powerful,  her  industries  successful, 
and  her  people  happy.  The  old  Latin  proverb  read', 
“ Life  gives  nothing  to  mortals  without  great  labor,  and 
the  sentiment  is  as  true  now  as  two  thousand  years  a'.'". 
The  highest  rounds  of  true  and  enduring  fame  are  re  a h 1 
only  by  steadfast,  earnest  toilers.  The  poorest  and  weak  -t 
must  faint  not.  No  one  is  fettered.  The  world  alone  an  I 
| yourself  are  yet  uneonquered,  and  you  are  rich  in  all  *1 
j elements  of  human  powers.  In  your  imaginary  poverty 
' lies  your  success.  Pope  says, — 


' 

- 


HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK 


313 


ami  liberal  institutions  of  learning.  Such  institutions  of 
your  county  are  but  the  mirrors  and  landmarks  of  your 
progress.  Educate  your  children,  and  you  adorn  your 
homes, — you  leave  an  enduring  heritage.  Teach  them 
the  Delphic  motto,  “ Know  thy  opportunity.”  Do  this, 
strengthen  home  industries,  home  institutions,  and  the 
harvest  returns  a hundred-fold.  Your  historian  of  to-day 
predicts  with  confidence  that  in  the  bright  years  of  the 
near  future  this  flourishing  seminary,  grown  strong  and 
known  far  abroad  by  your  liberal  and  determined  support, 
will  prove  through  your  educated  sons  and  daughters  a 
mine  of  enduring  wealth  to  you  and  to  them,  a constant 
source  of  pleasure  and  profit,  the  recollections  of  their 
Alma  Mater. 


“Honor  and  fnmo  from  no  condition  rise; 

Aot  well  your  part,  tlicrc  all  the  honor  lies.” 

Says  that  living  poet  of  to-day, — 

“ Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest ! 

• • * * * 

In  the  world's  broad  field  of  battle, 

Ir.  the  bivouac  of  life, 

Be  not  like  dumb  driven  cattle. 

Be  a hero  in  the  strife. 

Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

Wo  c in  m iko  our  lives  sublime.” 

The  Romans  would  choose  none  other  than  Cincinnatus, 
whom  they  led  from  the  plow,  that  he  might  become  Dic- 
tator. Your  intellect  is  now  shapeless,  undeveloped.  It 
is  the  rough,  uueut  diamond  of  wealth  to  you,  but  available 


only  through  toil  and  delightful  study.  “ When  the  eye 
of  Henson  opens,  to  outline  and  surface  at  once  are  added 
grace  and  expression."  You  are  giving  the  finishing  stroke 
of  the  master-artist.  The  nineteenth  century  demands 
educated  men,  more  intellect!  Worth  is  beginning  “to 
tnakc'thc  man.”  More  especially  is  this  true  of  the  United 
States.  We  already  begin  to  rival  the  manufacturers,  the 
commerce,  the  genius  of  other  nations.  England  is  great, 
but  America  is  greater,  because  of  her  constitutional  gov- 
ernment and  liberal  institutions.  A writer  says.  “ A word 
in  England  is  greater  than  a man  in  Italy,”  but  “a  thought 
m America  is  often  greater  than  a cabinet  in  E a rope. 
Eiving  in  a land  thus  favored  in  climate  and  geographi- 
cal position  ; in  the  “ Empire  State,"  bounded  by  success 
m every  step  of  her  progress,  in  the  beautiful  and  historic 
county  of  Otsego,  there  are  noble  men  and  women  who 
daily  testify  to  the  priceless  benefits  of  a thorough  education 


MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  enlisted  from  Richfield  in  the  late  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  This  list  was  compiled  by  Melvin  Toller  in 
1SGG,  and  amended  by  Parker  D.  Fay,  Esq.,  in  1S7<S  : 

Killer  Ciiry,  cnl.  In  Co.  F,  2il  Cav.,  Sept.  17,  1 SC.  1 . 

Oliver  Carson,  ei»l.  in  Co.  A,  2d  Cuv  , Sept.  15,  1KGI ; rc-onlMcd  ; wounded  »*t 
Winchester. 

Samuel  Clianc,  cnl.  in  21  N.  Y.  Caw,  Sept.  15,  18GI ; re-onliHtcd;  and  died  in 
prinon  at  Andersonvillo. 

James  II.  Brown,  cnl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Caw,  Sept.  15,  1SG1. 

Murty  lvcoiigh,  cnl.  in  2d  X.  Y.  Car.,  Sept.  15,  ISGI  ; wounded;  and  rr-eiil.  Hr<“. 
lSGJ. 

Parker  1>.  Coleman,  evil,  in  2*1  X Y.  Caw.  Sept.  15,  1 Sfd. 

John  Kane,  enl.  in  2d  X.  ^ C.iv.,  Sept.  15,  1m;1. 

Course  Tlioimuj,  cnl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Caw,  Sept.  15,  lsGl  ; wounded;  taken  prisoner, 
and  died. 

Win.  Xorria,  rnl.  in  Co.  F,  2 1 X.  Y.  Cuv..  Sept.  15,  18GI. 

Weston  Water hi  in,  cnl.  in  7Gth  V Y.  Inf.,  t>*  t.  1 80 1 ; din.  May  17,  l^'.j, 
Thoniiui  Weldon,  lr*t  Kent.,  cnl.  in  7<*dh  X.  Y.  Inf.,  (vct.  l*hl  ; killed  Aug  1>'4 
Ihdevuti  Iluurintcton, nil.  in  4*1 1 h X.  Y.  Inf. 

George  Starr,  cupt.,  cnl.  in  4ih  111.  Cuv.;  killed  May  15,  1SG4. 
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Jamefi  Canoy,  sergt.*,  enl.  in  78th  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Nov.  1861;  wounded  in  battle  of 
Peaclitme  Creek,  Ga. ; re-onl.  and  did.  1865. 

Uirntn  C.  Him*,  lift  m»rgt.,  eul.  in  Co.  A,  78th  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Nov.  1861  ; taken  pris- 
oner at  Charlesvillo,  May  4,  1863;  re-enl.,  and  *1  is.  March,  18G5. 

Menzo  Barnes,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  I21at  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  battlo  of 
Wiblernese,  and  discharged. 

John  Burgess,  corp.,  enl.  in  Co.  n,  121st  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Ang.  1862;  wounded  at  Wil- 
derness and  Fredericksburg. 

James  II.  Zclter,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  121st  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  18C2;  died  in  rump. 

Otis  II.  Eason,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  121st  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  1862;  wounded  in  shoulder 
at  Spottsyl vania. 

Alliert  V.  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  121st  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  1802  ; wounded  at  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  May,  1863. 

George  W.  Stover,  enl.  in  Co.  11,  121st  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  1862  ; wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania.  May,  1SG4;  dis.  1865. 

George  II.  Greene,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  I52d  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Aug.  18C2 ; wounded  at  battlo 
of  North  Anna,  May  24,  1M>4. 

Delos  0.  Welch,  eul.  in  Co.  D,  152d  N.  Y.  Inf.;  wounded  at  battlo  of  Wilderness, 
May,  18f>4. 

Michael  Shields,  enl.  in  152d  N.  Y.  Inf. 

Alfred  Welch,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  1 "»2d  N.  Y.  Inf;  mortally  wounded  at  Wilderness  ; 
di'Ml  at  Fredericksburg,  May  9,  1SG4. 

Jay  Winnie,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  28,  1863;  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor. 
John  W.  Waterman,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  16ih  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1863;  wounded  at  Cold 
IIarl»or  ; dis.  18G.”>. 

John  W.  Wright,  enl.  in  Co.  L,  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1863;  taken  prisoner,  and 
died  at  Andersonville. 

Albert  D.  Hamm,  enl.  in  2d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Jan.  1864;  served  three  years,  and  re- 
enli>ted. 

Parker  D.  Fay,  capt.,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Inf.,  Aug.  20,  1862;  res.  on  account  of 
sickness,  Dec.  1864. 

Jesse  R.  Fort,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  16th  N.  Y.  Art. ; wounded  at  battle  of  Antietam. 
Arthur  McGuidy  ; died  in  hospital. 

The  following  have  no  record  given  : 

R chanl  Weleton  and  Hamilton  Barly. 

V.  L.  Good> peed,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Yols. 

Onslow  Bunnell,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Yois. 

Alverd  Herington,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y . Vols. 

John  Finch,  eul.  in  the  12lst  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Lorenzo  Cheeny,  enl.  in  the  12lst  N.  Y.  Vols. 

John  Pliyde,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Win.  Mann,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Voh. 

Richard  Mathews,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Isaac  C.  Miner,  enl.  in  the  l2lst  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Win.  Gallagher,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Henry  T.  Furman,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Roselle  Furman,  enl  in  th*-  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Georgo  K.  Miner,  enl.  in  the  12lst  N.  Y.  Vols. 

U.  F.  Doubleday,  enl.  in  the  12lst  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Albert  Bullis,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  V'ols. 

George  II.  Welch,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Gustavo  Herington,  enl.  in  the  121st  N.  Y.  V«»!s. 
liorenzo  Wheeler,  enl.  in  the  152d  N.  Y.  Vols. 

Tremain  Jaques,  enl.  iu  the  3d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Li  Mott  Devendoiff,  capt.,  enl.  in  the  3d  N.  Y.  Art. 

John  E.  Dana,  enl.  iu  the  3d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Albert  Devendorff,  lieut.,  eul.  in  the  laid  N.  Y.  Inf. 

Win.  Mattisoii,  enl.  in  the  lf»2d  N.  Y.  Inf. 

Hiram  C.  Suite,  Allen  Buchanan,  Lester  C.  Huntley,  P**tr*r  W.  Smith,  Dwight 
Smith,  Benj.  Abbott,  John  Sweet,  Daniel  Cosgrove,  George  White,  Milo 
West. 

Henry  Smith,  enl.  in  the  l“>2d  N.  Y.  Inf. 

James  Tucker,  enl.  in  the  1 "»2d  V Y.  Inf. 

Robert  Shiite,  enl.  iu  the  lS2d  N.  Y.  Inf. 

Win.  Snedcke  , enl.  in  the  3d  N.  Y.  Art. 

I)eh»  Doxtitcr,  James  Henwicks. 

Wesb  y Dexter,  enl.  ill  the  IGth  N.  Y Art. 

/^’harles  Fisk,  enl.  iu  the  10th  N.  Y.  A t. 

Win.  Oderhout,  enl.  in  the  1 Gi li  N.  Y.  Art. 

Otis  Luddeu,  enl.  in  the  16t!i  N.  Y.  Art. 

W nuie  Dutcher,  enl.  in  the  lf»rh  N.  Y.  Art. 

John  Shaw,  enl.  in  the  loth  N.  Y.  Art. 

Abner  I)  ubleday,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Charles  Stranger,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Nelson  Walrath,  enl.  in  the  16th  N.  Y.  Art. 

J dm  Mouk,  •ml.  iu  the  I'itli  N.  Y.  Art. 

Thmn.is  Gobi  n,  enl.  iu  the  2d  N.  Y.  Cuv. 

John  Steele,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Albert  Smith,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 

Abel  Bunnell,  eul.  iu  tli  • 2d  N.  Y.  Art. 

John  Gilroy,  enl.  iu  the  2 1 N.  Y.  Art. 

Add  s Young,  enl.  in  the  2d  V Y.  Art. 

Wm.  Austin,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Ait. 

John  U Sit,  eul.  iu  tin*  2d  N.  Y.  Ait. 

Oliver  Ca  s*m,  enl.  in  the  2d  N.  Y.  Art. 


Frederick  Voigt,  Wm.  McAnnok,  N.  L.  Wendell,  John  Moran,  G.  S.  Linker- 
man,  John  Milroy,  Henry  Dutcher,  Alonzo  Kdick,  lleutv  Eug.-m- 
Win.  Bunnell,  John  Ane-s,  Newton  Long,  Dcdos  Jones,  Walla*  <•  Lon-,  s 
son  Wendell,  Jesse  Burgess,  Janies  La>  ton,  Jerry  Cronun,  A mbro-o  Du?.  j„.r 
George  Wclden,  Richard  Wclden,  David  W iliams,  Win.  Swift,  Alonzo  li^/u- 
mond,  Peter  Unoil,  John  Meloy,  Th  unas  Walters,  lieut. 

Navy. — Israel  Bressev,  Wm.  ILitford,  Wm.  Stilwell,  B.  Sheet}*,  Bernard  ». 
lianis,  John  Carroll,  Valentino  Robinson,  Wm.  Loftun,  Henry  lllake, 
McNamce,  John  Greiger,  Charles  Regan, John  Caicty,  John  Blimer,  P.itn-  k 
Canull,  Patrick  Higgins,  Michael  Kenedy,  Patrick  Hughs,  Mu  ha*  1 Bum 
James  Hallman,  Peter  Mailic,  Luke  Healy,  James  Wulsli,  Win.  Ito-s,  \Ym 
Weidie,  Patrick  Whelan,  John  Allen,  Benj.  Chamberlin,  Henry  Smith, 
Thomas  Carlin,  John  Flarhety,.  Win.  Grady,  Thomas  Drummond,  Diti  l 
Bhick,  John  Lawles,  Philip  Meisel,  John  Scruntum,  James  Flynn,  John 
Kelly,  Thomas  Ward,  G.  E.  Colley,  Wallace  Taylor,  Peter  McIntyre,  >.unu»-l 
Robert-*,  Samuel  Burr,  George  Burton,  Edward  Bixby,  Wm.  W.-I.er,  Wm. 
Flynn,  Peter  Eyre,  Horace  Davis,  Alonzo  Cleiuiuont,  John  Butler,  Kn.Uufd 
Brown,  Josliua  Webster. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


HIRAM  C.  BROCK  WAY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ex- 
eter, Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  19,  1S29.  The  family  w.-re 
originally  from  Connecticut.  Eliphalet.  Brockway,  the 


grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  < f 
Exeter;  he  located  at  the  foot  of  Schuyler’s  lake,  where 
for  many  years  lie  kept  a hotel.  Mr.  Cruckwav  s early  life 
was  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm.  He  received  a a’-'l 
common-school  education,  which  he  made  practically  us-  ‘ ■! 
to  himself  and  others  l>v  teaching.  In  1855  he  iimv  to 
the  town  of  Winfield,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tarm!'  . 
from  thence  he  came  to  Richfield.  Since  coming  in:  • : 
town  he  hits  been  extensively  identified  with  the  dairy  in- 
terest. In  1809  ho  sold  his  farm  of  230  acres,  ami  r • 
moved  to  Monticello,  and  has  since  been  extensively  on.;  ■ 
in  the  manufacture  of  cheese.  lie  is  the  proprietor  **l 


. 


' 
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«,.ron  factories,  which  produced  last  year  (1877)  about 
70*>,OL)0  pounds.  As  a chccsemakcr  he  holds  an  enviable 
reputation,  and  his  cheese  commands  the  highest  price  in 
the  market. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Brockway  married  Miss  Alpha,  daughter 
of  Colonel  Almon  Crandall,  of  Herkimer,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Otis  Cook,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town 
of  Exeter.  They  have  been  blessed  with  four  children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  at  home.  In  politics  Mr.  Brock  way  is 
a stanch  Republican.  He  has  been  called  to  fill  several 
positions  of  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  discharged  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In  1877  he  was 
elected  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  as  an  evidence  of  his 
ability  and  popularity  we  have  ordy  to  say  that  he  was  re- 
elected for  the  term  of  1878  by  an  increased  majority. 

Mr.  Brockway  is  a man  of  fine  business  ability,  and  a 
courteous,  affable  gentleman.  By  his  individual  efforts  he 
has  attaiued  success  in  every  department  of  life. 


NORMAN  R.  BAKER 

was  born  in  Salisbury,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  5,  1S2S. 
He  was  the  son  of  Hamilton  Baker  and  Alma  Rose.  The 
elder  Baker  was  born  Aug.  13,  180G;  he  was  a black- 
smith by  trade,  and  for  several  years  carried  on  business  in 
Herkimer  county.  In  1S38  he  came  to  Richfield  with  his 
family,  and  purchased  124  acres  of  land,  which  is  a part  of 
the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Norman,  which  consists  of 
257  acres,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  productive 
dairy  farms  in  the  town.  The  elder  Baker  resided  upon 
his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873. 

In  1S49,  Air.  Baker  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  L.  Stewart, 
of  Richfield.  She  died  in  1SG1 ; and  in  the  same  year  he 
was  again  married,  taking  for  his  companion  Miss  Jane 
A.  Eason.  She  was  born  in  Oswego  county  in  1S35. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living;  by  his  second  wife,  three  children. 

Mr.  Baker  is  ranked  among  the  successful  and  enter- 
prising fanners  of  his  town,  and  is  extensively  known  for 
his  strict  integrity  and  high  social  qualities.  lie  is  a man 
of  thrift  and  energy,  and  worthy  of  the  honorable  position 
he  holds  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


STEPHEN  C'L  APS  A DOLE 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Columbia,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  8,  180G.  lie  was  the  son  of  Dennis  and  Elizabeth 
Caopsaddle.  The  elder  Clapsaddle  was  a son  of  Major 
Dennis  Clapsaddle,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  aud  fell  in  the  battle  of  Oriskany.  In  1800  the  i 
family  emigrated  to  Herkimer  county,  where  Dennis,  the  ! 
father  of  our  subject,  resided  until  his  death,  which  oc-  ; 
curred  in  Is  12. 

In  1807,  Stephen  moved  to  the  town  of  Richfield,  and  i 

purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, — a view  of  ! 

which  can  be  seen  elsewhere.  In  1S-IG,  Mr.  Clapsaddle 

married  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  William  aud  Laura  Brown. 

° I 

who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Richfield,  where 

Mrs.  Clapsaddle  was  born  in  the  year  1818.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Clapsaddle  have  been  blessed  with  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Clapsaddle  has  passed  his  threescore  and  ten,  is 
still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  all  his  faculties, 
and  is  surrounded  by  an  excellent  family.  He  is  enjoying 
in  his  old  age  the  fruits  of  a well-spent  life.  Possessed  of 
many  virtues  and  few  faults,  he  is  loved  and  respected  by 
all,  and  well  worthy  of  the  honorable  position  he  holds 
among  his  fellow-townsmen. 


CHAPTER  L X I X. 

TOWN  OF  EOSEBOOM. 

Organization — Geographical — -Topographical — Early  Settlers — First 
Town-Meeting — Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks 
from  Organization  of  Town  to  1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — 
Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — Area — Population — Ecclesi- 
astical History — Military. 

This  town  was  formed  from  the  town  of  Cherry  Valley, 
on  the  23d  day  of  November,  1S54.  It  lies  on  the  east 
border  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the 
north  by  Cherry  Valley,  on  the  east  by  Schoharie  county, 
and  south  by  Decatur  and  Westford,  and  on  the  west  by 
Middlefield. 

The  surface  is  diversified  with  hills  and  valleys,  the  bills 
in  many  localities  rising  to  the  height  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  above  the  valleys.  The  soil  is  a gravelly  loam. 

This  was  the  last  town  organized  in  the  county,  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  Abram  lloseboom. 

It  is  embraced  in  the  original  grant  to  John  Lindesav, 
and  is  divided  into  the  following  patents:  Belvidere,  Mc- 
Kean, Long,  and  Beaver  Dam. 

Abram  lloseboom,  the  pioneer  of  the  town,  was  born  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  10,  1777.  He  came  to  this 
locality  in  about  the  year  1800,  and  settled  on  the  prem- 
ises now  owned  and  occupied  by  a son,  Henry  Roseboom, 
Esq.  He  had  previously  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  Canajoharie,  N.  Y. 

He  was  au  extensive  land-holder,  owning,  together  with 
John  lloseboom,  about  2000  acres  lying  in  the  present 
towns  of  Middlefield,  Cherry  Valley,  and  Roseboom.  the 
same  premises  as  now  owned  by  Henry  Roseboom.  His 
family  consisted  of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  following 
survive:  Susan  M.,  widow  of  Moses  Belcher,  resides  in 
Cherry  \ alley  ; Henry,  mentioned  above;  Marietta,  wife 
of  Dr.  Joseph  White,  of  Canajoharie  ; Mrs.  Wm.  Hal!,  of 
Geneva,  N.  Y. ; Sarah  Ely  resides  in  Binghamton,  and 
Catharine  in  Cherry  Valley. 

Mr.  Henry  Roseboom  resides  upon  the  premises  where 
he  was  born  in  1811.  Ilis  father,  Abram  Roseboom.  was 
an  active  pioneer,  and  did  much  to  advance  the  interests  of 
the  locality,  lie  erected  the  first  saw-,  carding-,  and  l’u'I- 
ing-mill,  in  the  town  at  Lodi  in  1>  )G. 

For  many  years  the  mercantile  business  of  the  locality 
was  conducted  at  Cherry  Valley,  and  it  was  not  until  l-S’,2 
that  a store  was  opened  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
town.  This  was  a primitive  establishment,  and  was  opened 
by  Daniel  Antisdale,  at  Lodi. 


' 
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The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  by  Cornelius  Low,  in  1818. 

The  plunk-road  leading  from  Lodi  to  Cherry  Valley  was 
built  in  1830  by  the  citizens  residing  along  the  route. 

The  first  school-house  was  located  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  Beaver  Dam  patent,  and  among  the  first  teachers  was 
Luke  Rich. 

Other  pioneers  in  Roseboom  were  John  Boyce,  William 
Peeso,  Simeon  Rich,  John  Sutphen,  Smith  Hull,  Peter  Low, 
Daniel  Clark,  Solomon  Coats,  and  Peter  Sutphen. 

The  first  physician  in  the  town  was  John  W.  Sterricker, 
who  settled  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
1840,  and  is  still  in  active  practice.  II is  son,  John  W. 
Sterricker,  Jr.,  who  graduated  at  the  Albany  medical  col- 
lege in  1875,  is  also  a practicing  physician  at  Lodi. 

The  inhabitants  of  Roseboom  have  evidently  been  peace- 
ably disposed,  as  no  lawyer  has  ever  secured  a foothold  in 
the  town. 

There  are  three  small  villages  in  the  town,  viz. : Rose- 
boom or  Lodi,  Pleasant  Brook,  and  South  Valley.  Weber's 
Corners  and  Centre  Valley  arc  hamlets.  At  South  Valley 
is  located  a tannery,  owned  by  George  Barrett,  Esq.,  one 
of  the  town  commissioners  of  this  county. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING 

in  Roseboom  was  held  April  6,  1S55,  at  which  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected : 

Supervisor. — Luther  J.  Rice. 

Town  Clerk. — Nelson  N.  Titus. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Geo.  F.  Longinbelt  and  Jabez 
Marks. 

Assessors. — William  Brazie,  Abram  Bicker. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — John  Avery,  Billings 
Burlingame,  Jr. 

Superintendent  of  Schools. — Edward  W.  Butler. 

Collector. — Francis  Putnam. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Almond  Reynolds,  Stephen 
Finch. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Jacob  Webber,  S.  F.  Pearson, 
William  Butler. 

Const  aides. — Stephen  Coats,  Francis  Coats,  Francis  Put- 
nam, S.  F.  Pearson,  Asa  Atkins. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  1878: 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1855 

Nelson  N.  Titus. 

1856 

“ “ 

Wm.  K.  Robbins. 

1857 

“ “ 

N.  P.  Rarnaril. 

1 H5S 

W.  R.  Robbins. 

J 8511 

Chas.  Eldred. 

*4  8 00 

it  *t 

U it 

1861 

Geo.  F.  Longcnhclt. 

it  it 

1862 

It  it 

186.", 

“ 

It  it 

18IU 

J.  W.  Eldred. 

1865 

M.  X.  Rcnhuin. 

Almon  Reynolds. 

1866 

D.  N.  Walker. 

Othelbert  Low. 

1867 
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J.  \V.  <«nnlner. 
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W.  11.  Sutphen. 

Isane  Becker. 
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Othelbert  Low. 
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(ri*o.  Uarratt. 
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1875 

“ “ 

11.  G.  Miller. 

1871 

D.  N.  Walker. 

Frank  Keller. 

1875 

“ “ 

Erastus  11.  Thompson. 
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1877 

Geo.  Scott. 
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The  present  officers  (1877)  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — Geo.  Scott. 

Town  Clerk. — Erastus  B.  Thompson. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — M.  A.  Becker,  Geo.  II.  Knapp 
C.  Gillett. 

Assessor. — Edward  II.  Vickers. 

Collector. — Lawrence  Granger. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — J.  R.  Stephens,  Frank  Kell,  r. 

Inspectors  of  Election. — Oren  D.  Avery,  Win.  Cornwell 
John  M.  Lovejoy. 

Constables. — Edw’d  Townsend  (deceased ),  Hiram  Davi», 
John  L.  Chambers,  Wellington  Van  Dewerker. 

Game  Constable. — Geo.  Claokson. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Roseboom  has  14.252  acres  of  improved  land.  444" 
acres  of  woodland,  and  447  acres  of  other  land. 

The  cash  value  of  farms  is  $760,195  ; of  farm  building 
other  than  dwellings,  8165,025;  of  stock,  8130.734;  ,f 
tools  and  implements,  851,071 ; cost  of  fertilizers  bought 
in  1S74,  859;  amount  of  gross  sales  from  farms  in  1"74. 
898,166;  acres  plowed  in  1874,  3902;  in  1875,  3"l(j; 
acres  in  pasture  in  1S74,  4721;  in  1875.  4729;  acres 
mown  in  1874,  5805;  in  1875,  5754;  hay  produced  in 

1874,  6462  tons;  grass  seed  produced  in  1874,  310  bushel-; 
acres  of  barley  sown  in  1874,  48;  in  1875,  47;  bushels 
harvested  in  1874,  822  ; acres  of  buckwheat  in  ls74.  701  : 
in  1875,  634;  bushels  produced  in  1874,  7807  ; acre;  of 
Indian  corn  planted  in  1874,  177  ; in  1875,  179;  bushel- 
produced  in  1874,  3560;  acres  of  oats  sown  in  1'74. 
2114;  in  1S75,  2152;  bushels  produced  in  1S74,  42.093; 
acres  of  rye  sown  in  1874,  SS ; in  1S75,  52  ; bushels  pr  o- 
duced in  1S74,  12S7  ; acres  of  spring  wheat  sown  in  1^74, 
33;  in  1S75,  39;  bushels  produced  in  1874,  287  : acres 
of  winter  wheat  sown  in  1873,  35;  in  1S74.  35;  bushels 
produced  in  1874,  470;  corn  fodder  sown  in  1874.  8 
acres;  in  1875,  10  acres;  acres  of  beans  sown  in  1874.  3; 
in  1875,  3;  bushels  produced  in  1874,  10;  acres  of  peas 
sown  in  1874,  54  ; in  1875,  49  ; bushels  produced  in  1874. 
912;  acres  in  hops  in  1S74,  216;  in  1875,  324;  pounds 
produced  in  1S74,  61,001  ; acres  in  potatoes  in  1874,  353  : 
in  1875,  346  ; bushels  produced,  24,408  ; number  of  apple- 
trees  in  town,  11,774;  fruit  produced  in  1874.  13.905 
bushels;  cider  made  in  1S74,  506  barrels;  pounds  <4 
ma file  sugar  made  in  1S75,  24.142  ; gallons  of  syrup  male 
in  1S75,  794;  honey  collected  in  1S74,  705  pounds. 

In  1875  there  were  527  horses  on  farms  in  the  t-wn. 
including  colts.  The  value  of  poultry  owned  in  1>75  w .- 
82579  ; value  sold,  8652  ; value  of  eggs  sold,  84SS9  ; neat 
cattle  on  farms  June  1,  1875,  1109;  average  numb-  r ■ ! 
milch  cows  kept  in  1874,  1214;  in  1875,  1183:  cattle 
slaughtered  in  1874.  81  ; cows  whose  milk  was  sent  t ■■  t.  - 
tory  in  1874,  101  ; in  1875,  54;  butter  made  in  fam  - 
in  1874.  123.755  pounds;  cheese  made  in  t'nnil i*  - 
10,454  pounds ; number  of  sheep  shorn  in  l."7*.  "•  < 

1875,  886;  weight  of  clip  in  L"74,  3309  pound- 

in  1875,  3782  pounds;  lambs  rai-ed  in  1874.  59, 
1875,  725;  sheep  slaughtered  in  1874.  77  ; killed  by  :■  - 
3;  number  of  swine  slaughtered  on  farms  in  1>»  L • * * * ‘ - 
pork  made  on  farms  in  1874,  95, 70S  pounds. 
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Agricultural ■ Statistics,  1873.  — Acres  plowed  land, 
3810;  in  pasture,  47-0  ; mown,  3754;  tons  of  buy  pro- 
duced, 6462  ; bushels  barley,  802  ; buckwheat,  7807  ; corn, 
3300;  oats,  42,093;  rye,  12S7  ; spring  wheat,  287  ; win- 
ter wheat,  470;  beans,  10;  peas,  912;  pounds  of  hops, 
01,001;  bushels  of  potatoes,  24,408;  pounds  of  butter, 
123,755;  cheese,  10,454. 

Area.— Roseboom  has  an  area  of  19,739  acres,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  8220,555,  and  the  equalized 
valuation  8279,300  ; the  assessed  value  per  acre  is  811.48, 
and  the  equalized  value  per  acre,  814.15. 

POPULATION. 

1 .<*55 1SS7  I 1S70 1 '.SO 

I860 1870  j 1875 1433 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH,  SOUTH  VALLEY. 

Th  is  church  was  organized  Dec.  19,  1835,  at  South 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Rev.  II.  A.  Teal,  of  the  town  of 
Root,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y. 

At  its  organization  it  had  no  board  of  trustees,  as  it 
owned  no  church  property.  Its  membership  simply  pledged 
themselves  to  walk  together  in  Christian  fellowship  before 
God  and  mau,  taking  the  name  Christian,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others,  and  the  Holy  Bible  as  their  only  rule  of  faith 
and  practice. 

Rev.  Horace  A.  Teal  was  the  first  pastor.  The  first 
members  were  as  follows:  Isaac  Lettuce  and  wife,  James 
Sample  and  wife,  Leonard  West  and  wife,  David  Putnam 
and  wife,  and  John  F.  Putnam.  The  church  building 
was  erected  in  1847.  Size,  28  by  36  feet. 

Present  trustees,  Frank  Keller,  David  Winnie,  and 
Edwin  Tillupaugh  ; ministerial  committee,  L.  D.  Marks, 
E.  B.  Hoyt,  and  A.  Secber ; treasurer,  Erastus  B.  Hoyt; 
clerk,  John  M.  Lovejoy ; deacons,  Nicholas  Hanson  and 
George  R.  Tillapaugh.  Rev.  D.  M.  Tuller  served  as  pastor 
five  years.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  W.  II.  Humphrey, 
came  April  1,  1S77.  Present  membership,  91. 

In  the  year  1S75  the  church  was  repaired  at  a cost  of 
about  81 0U0,  and  a 30-inch  bell  hung  in  the  steeple.  Since 
the  organization  iu  1S35,  19S  persons  have  been  members 
of  the  church. 

SOUTH  VALLEY  CIRCUIT, 

of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  is  one  of  the  most 
southern  circuits  of  Onondaga  conference.  South  Valley 
circuit  has  about  88900  worth  of  church  property,  located 
at  Bentley  Hollow,  Pleasant  Brook,  and  South  Valley.  At 
present  have  but  one  pastor,  Rev.  M.  L.  Baker;  one  local 
preacher,  Rev.  Jas.  Priddy  ; two  exhorters,  Francis  Putnam 
and  Joseph  Sisum. 

The  official  board  of  the  conference  at  the  present  time 
consists  of  Rev.  M.  L.  Baker,  Rev.  Jas.  Priddy,  F.  Put- 
nam, Joseph  Sisum,  James  Roury,  Robert  Webster,  Alex. 
Countryman,  Fred.  Ochempaugh,  John  Armstrong,  D.  IT. 
M aldorf,  James  Preston,  Samuel  Preston,  Wm.  Vanalstine, 
Jacob  Treat,  Dr.  Fred.  Griffon.  Membership  at  present  is 
120.  The  oldest  church  on  the  circuit  is  located  at  Bentley 
Hollow.  Corner-stone  was  laid  with  imposing  ceremonies 
hy  Rev.  McLeish,  of  Boston,  assisted  by  Rev.  Thomas 


Harris,  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1834.  This  church  was 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  in  the  following 
year,  1835,  by  Rev.  C.  Thomas,  of  New  York,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Elisha  Spafford,  of  Westford.  In  the  year  1874  this 
church  was  repaired  and  beautified  and  rededicated  by 
N.  R.  Swift,  of  Adrian  college,  assisted  by  P.  Swift, 
of  Spring  Lake.  The  second  church  of  the  South  Valley 
circuit  was  built  by  the  Methodist  Protestant  and  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  societies  of  Pleasant  Brook  in  1846;  but, 
owing  to  some  difficulty  iu  regard  to  repairiug  the  church 
in  1866,  the  Methodist  Protestants  bought  out  the  interests 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  and  then  w’ent  on  and 
repaired  the  building  and  rededicated  it  in  the  year  1867. 
Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  of  the  Onondaga  conference,  and  Rev. 
James  Smith,  of  Read  Creek,  dedicated  the  church  to  the 
service  of  God.  The  indefatigable  N.  II.  Swift  was  present, 
and  rendered  valuable  help  in  paying  up  the  church  in- 
debtedness ; every  dollar  of  the  debt  was  canceled  on  the 
spot,  and  the  building  was  not,  as  is  often  the  case,  given 
to  the  Lord  with  a heavy  mortgage  on  it.  It  was  conse- 
crated free  of  debt. 

The  society  has  disposed  of  their  parsonage  property  at 
South  Valley,  and  contemplate  building  a new  parsonage 
in  Pleasant  Brook  the  coming  spring  (1S78).  The  church 
at  South  Valley  is  a union  church,  built  by  the  Methodi.-t 
Protestant  and  Methodist  Episcopal  societies  of  that  place. 
This  church  is  at  present  in  very  fine  condition,  having 
been  very  recently  repaired  and  rededicated.  Rev.  Wm. 
Queal,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  and  Rev.  Ira 
Hogan,  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  society,  officiated  at 
the  recent  dedication.  By  the  enterprise  and  energy  of 
the  present  pastor,  Rev.  M.  L.  Baker,  and  the  liberality  of 
his  many  friends,  both  in  the  church  and  out,  a beautiful 
Burdette  organ  of  fine  tone  and  quality  has  been  purchased 
during  the  past  summer  of  Kneeland  Brothers,  and  placed 
in  the  South  Valley  Union  Methodist  church.  Mrs.  Millie 
Anie  is  the  present  organist,  and,  as  a compliment  to  her 
fine  playing,  she  was  presented  on  the  30th  of  December. 
1877,  a valuable  silver  set,  as  a token  of  kind  regards  from 
her  many  friends  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Valley.  Among 
the  early  officers  of  this  church  are  John  Butler,  Peter  Low, 
Francis  Putnam,  who  are  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by 
all. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  eleven  years  before  the  town 
of  Roseboom  was  set  off  from  Cherry  Valley  (in  . 

as  “ The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Cherry  Valley."  It  was 
organized  by  Deacon  Sherman  with  eighteen  members. 

The  first  pastor  settled  over  the  little  church  was  Rev. 
Thomas  P.  Childs.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1 "4 1. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

The  Methodist  church  of  Roseboom  was  organized  in 
1861.  Elder  Shank  became  the  first  pastor. 

The  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1861  at  a cost  of  ah  ut 
81000.  Repeated  communications  to  the  pastor  of  this 
church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Pleasant 
Brook  for  a more  extended  history  met  with  no  r> -p  uis,\ 
consequently  wo  are  unable  to  present  a more  detailed 
history. 
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THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

at  Pleasant  Brook  erected  their  first  house  of  worship  in 
1847.  The  present  edifice  was  erected  in  IStiG  and  re- 
paired in  1SG9.  (For  history  of  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  South  Valley,  sec  history  of  Methodist  Protestant 
church.) 

ROSEBOOM  IN  THE  REBELLION, 
ltosebooni  responded  promptly  to  her  country’s  call  for 
volunteers  to  strike  at  the  armed  head  of  Rebellion,  and 
many  of  her  brave  sons  were  offered  as  a sacrifice  upon  the 
altar  of  our  country.  The  following  is  a list  of  those  who 
entered  the  service  from  this  town,  as  compiled  by  David 
AV.  Bailey : 

121st  REGIMENT. 

James  II.  Barrett,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Aug  1,1802;  killed  at  Salem  Chapel,  May  3, 
18G3. 

Stephen  A.  Crocker,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  0,  18G2;  (lied  in  Lihhy  prison. 

Ten  Eyck  Howland,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1802;  killed  at  Hutclier’g  Itun,  April 
C,  1805. 

Wni.  II.  Taylor,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  July  20, 1802;  killed  at  "Wilderness. 

Peter  Simondn,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Ang.  1,  1862  ; did.  July  0,  1865. 

David  W.  Bailey,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  July  28,  1862;  in  battles  of  Fredcrick.sburg  and 
Salem  Height*,  wounded;  did.  May  25,  1865. 

Walter  II.  Sober,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  killed  at  Salem  Chapel,  May  3, 
1863. 

Samuel  Page,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Aug.  3,  1862;  killed  at  Salem  Chapel,  May  3,  1803. 
John  W.  Manner,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862  ; dis.  I860. 

Orville  Sutphen,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  7,  1862;  did.  June  23, 1865. 

Philander  G.  Crocker,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  June  23,  18G5. 

Wm  II.  Rinehart,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  July  9,  I860. 

John  II.  Brandon,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  July  9,  18G5. 

Albert  W.  Willson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  July  9,  1865. 

Alexander  Simonds,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  June  23,  i860. 

Eugene  Park,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  July  9, 1865. 

Eli  Oaks,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  1,  1802;  dis.  July  26,  1865. 

Peter  Crountso,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  7,  1862;  died  of  fever  at  White  Oak  Church, 
Vh. 

Wm.  II.  Tucker,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  2,  1S62;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
David  A.  Fink,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  4,  1862;  dis.  18G3. 

lielon  Pearson,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  7,  1862;  died  of  fever  at  Bakersville,  Md. 
John  31.  Lovejoy,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3,  1862;  dis.  June  9,  1805. 

Allen  Lovejoy,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  3, 1862;  transferred  in  1864  to  Invalid  Corps; 
dis.  1865. 

Jacob  Mac  coy,  enl.  in  Co.  G. 

Jubez  D.  Willson,  enl.  in  Co.  G ; killed  at  Fredericksburg. 

Josiah  McGntw,  enl.  in  Co.  G. 

Wm.  II.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  G. 

Thus.  J.  Gridin,  enl.  in  Co.  E. 

Oliver  Uttman,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Aug.  12, 1802. 

Nelson  Short,  William  Short,  Fenimore  Short. 

Albert  D.  Sutphen,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864  ; dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Edwin  Snyder,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864  : dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Edwin  Hunt,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864 ; dis.  June  25,  18C5. 

William  Van  Dewerker,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864  ; dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Daniel  Ilartoni,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864;  dis.  June  25,  1865. 

James  Scrnmhlin,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864;  killed  Oct.  19,  1804. 

Harrison  Had*cll,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864;  dis.  June  25,  1 865. 

Ross  el  us  Hu>kins,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1801;  dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Ebenezer  Sheldon. 

('has.  I\  Diefendorf,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864  ; dis.  Juno  25,  1805. 

Alfred  Coonrud,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864  ; killed  at  Sailor’s  Creek,  April  6,  1805. 
Archibald  I'ullis,  enl.  Sept.  2,  1864;  dis.  June  25,  186.5. 

(Yj*nr.id  .Malice,  K.  II.  Thompson,  Albert  Coonrad,  Oscar  Tilapuugh. 

David  Gardner,  enl.  Sept.  2,  lb64  ; missing  at  Winchester. 

Lorenzo  W.  L’ttman. 

William  Hicks,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864;  d s.  June  25, 1805. 

Ephraim  Dunam,  Abram  Tenkelpuugh,  Stephen  Dornell,  Peter  Pruhtcl,  Abram 
Banc  roll',  Albert  Olds,  John  Stanton,  John  Jenkins. 

152d  REGIMENT. 

J ones  Armstrong,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1802;  dis.  July  25.  1805. 

John  Gleeson,  enl.  Sept.  6,  186,2;  dis.  July  25,  186.5. 

Alford  Jacobs,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  i860. 

Wm  II.  1 ladsell,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  186.5. 

Jam*  s If.  Miller,  enl.  Sept.  0,  1S62;  dis.  July  25,  186.5. 

E.  W.  Ihitb*r,  '-nl.  S'-pt.  6-,  1 862;  dis.  July  25,  l>‘i5. 

Cornelius  Putnam,  enl.  Sept  0,  1*02;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Wheeler  Sullivan,  dis. ; re-enlMed. 

I).  E.  Sullivan,  enl.  Si-pt.  0,  1862;  di*.  July  25,  186.5. 

Tavid  A.  Maine,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  *25,  1805. 


Wm.  Town,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1805. 

John  L.  Butler,  enl.  Sept.  G,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

John  I»o*t.  Jr.,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862  ; dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Madison  Dickenson,  enl.  S»’pt.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1805. 

John  J.  Hamlin,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862  ; dis.  July  2r>,  1865. 

Smith  11.  Crocker,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1SC2;  dis.  July  25,  1805. 

Charles  Hamilton,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862  ; dis.  July  25,  186.5. 

Henry  S.  Lovejoy,  enl.  Sept.  0,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Charles  Hill,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Hiram  Butler,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

James  II.  McKinley,  enl.  Sept  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1 865. 

Amous  Crouns,  enl.  Sept.  G,  1862  ; dis.  July  *25,  1805. 

Oscar  A.  Brown,  enl.  Sept.  6.,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Michael  I'.  Agon,  enl.  Sepr.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  *25,  1805. 

Aaron  L Putnam,  enl.  Sept.  0,  1802;  d s July  25, 1805. 

Francis  McConierick,  enl.  Sept.  6, 1862;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Simeon  Reno,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  18G5. 

Asa  M.  Waldroff,  enl.  Sept.  6,  1^62;  dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Macuis  Greenwald,  enl.  Sept.  C,  1862  ; dis.  July  25,  1865. 

Harrison  Greenwald,  enl.. Sept.  6,  1862;  dis.  July  25,  1805. 

Charles  E.  Low,  enl.  in  the  14th  U.  S.  Inf,  April  3,  1862;  in  battles  of  2d  Bull 
Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Snicker’s  Gap,  Fredericksburg,  Chancel* 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvuniu  C.  II.,  Cold 
Harbor,  Petersburg,  Weldon  R.  It.,  Laurel  Church,  South  Side  It.  It.  ; d *. 
April  3,  1865. 

Charles  J.  Barrett,  enl.  in  tho  51st  Itegt.,  in  1861;  subsequently  transferred  lo 
2d  lr.  S.  Cav. ; died  in  1863. 

Nat  Miller,  enl.  in  the  51st  Itegt.,  in  1861. 

The  following  enlisted  in  Berdan’s  1st  U.  S.  S.  S. 

William  Huddleston,  Charles  Ilcrron,  Edwin  W.  Marks,  John  Phinney,-*  and 
Daniel  Jones. 

The  following  also  enlisted  from  this  town,  but  we  are 
unable  to  give  the  date  of  enlistments  or  the  regiments  to 
which  they  belonged: 

John  Pecktel,  Frederick  Olds,  William  Sober,  Isaac  Keller,  Nathan  Bak**r, 
Richard  Bogai  t,  Matthew  Pan n,  Henry  D.  McDowell,  Edwin  B.  Coonrad, 
James  Coon,  Henry  Patten,  Russel  Thorp,  George  W.  JSho,  Ephraim  M-  ad, 
and  John  McBute. 

Jacob  W.  Salisbury,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1864;  dis.  June  25,  1865. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


HENRY  ROSEBOOM. 

Henry  Roscboom,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  a worthy 
representative  of  au  old  and  honored  name.  He  was  born 
on  the  premises  he  now  occupies  in  1 S 1 1 . He  obtained 
his  education  at  the  old  Cherry  Valley  academy,  then  one 
of  the  foremost  educational  institutions  in  the  land.  He 
was  in  the  mercantile  business  in  New  York  until  1 ?•>.*. 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  county  to  manage  his  fathers 
estate,  and  has  since  remained  here.  II is  father  purchased 
2000  acres  of  laud,  lying  in  the  present  towns  of  Middle- 
field,  Cherry  Valley,  and  Roseboom,  the  whole  of  which, 
except  a few  acres,  is  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  our 
sketch. 

In  1843,  Henry  Roseboom  united  in  marriage  with 
Cornelia  Rutgers  Livingston,  and  their  family  consists 
of  the  following:  Levautia  Livingston,  wife  of  Rev.  11.  I 
Swinnerton,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Cln-rry 
Valley;  Catherine  Augusta.  Mary  Elizabeth,  Abram  16 
drick,  Jacob  Livingston,  Ruth,  William  Campbell  t 
Livingston  died  iu  infancy. 

Mr.  Roseboom  has  ever  manifested  a lively  inter,  -t  m 
agricultural  matters,  and  is  one  of  the  present  ete 
members  of  the  Otsego  County  agricultural  soenty.  , : 

* Killed  ut  Wilderness. 
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which  he  has-  officiated  as  president.  Politic-ally  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  an  uncompromising  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  that  party.  He  has  never  sought  political  distinction, 
hut  has  often  officiated  in  various  offices  to  which  he  has 
been  called  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  supervisor  of 
the  old  town  of  Cherry  Valley  prior  to  the  organization  of 
the  town  of  Roseboom. 

Mr.  Roseboom  is  a communicant  of  Grace  church,  Cherry 
Valley,  and  has  been  warden  since  the  organization  of  the 
parish  ; to  him  is  largely  due  its  organization  and  present 
prosperity. 

Mr.  Roseboom  is  a prominent  and  enterprising  citizen, 
and  ranks  among  the  more  influential  men  of  the  county. 


JOHN  W.STERRICKER,  M.D., 

son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Sterrieker,  was  born  in  the  county 
of  York,  England,  in  October,  1814.  His  parents  emigrated 
from  the  mother  country  to  America  when  he  was  a lad, 
settling  fii-st  in  Canada,  where  they  remained  for  a period, 
and  subsequently  came  to  this  State  and  located  in  Cherry 
Valley. 

Dr.  Sterrieker  early  chose  the  medical  profession  as  his 


• vocation  in  life,  and  commenced  his  studies  with  Dr.  Dc 
Forest,  of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  when  about  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  subsequently  pursued  his  studies  with  Dr. 
Lewis  Storrs,  a prominent  physician  at  Waddington,  St. 
Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.  Ho  was  also  a student  at  the 
Vermont  medical  college.  He  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  1841),  ai.d  has  been  in  active  practice  from  that 
time  to  the  present,  a period  of  nearly  forty  years. 

Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  principles  of  that  party.  In  1 842  he  married  Marian 
Sutphon,  a native  of  Roseboom,  and  their  family  consists 
of  four  children,  viz.,  Jane,  Mary,  John  \V.,  Jr.,  and 
Adelaide,  all  living  with  their  parents. 
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Dr.  Sterrieker  has  ever  manifested  an  interest  in  the 
public  welfare,  and  has  repeatedly  represented  his  town  in 
the  board  of  supervisors.  He  was  also  supervisor  of  the 
old  town  of  Cherry  Valley  in  1854,  the  year  when  Rose- 
boom  was  set  off.  He  has  also  officiated  in  other  official  ca- 
pacities, among  which  may  be  mentioned  loan  commissioner, 
notary  public,  etc.  Dr.  Stcrrieker’s  life  has  been  one  of 
activity  and  usefulness,  and  he  justly  merits  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens. 

H is  son,  John  W.  Sterrieker,  Jr.,  is  also  a physician, 
having  graduated  from  the  Albany  medical  college  in  187."), 
and  is  now  in  practice  with  his  father.  He  is  the  present 
supervisor  of  Roseboom. 


GEORGE  BARRETT. 

George  Barrett  was  born  in  Springfield,  Otsego  Co.,  Sept. 
19,  1818.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Deacon  Benjamin 
Barrett,  who  came  from  Wilton,  N.  H.,  in  1811,  and  set- 
tled in  Springfield,  where  he  died  in  1844.  His  business 
was  that  of  tanner  and  currier.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  brought  up  to  the  same  business,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845  came  to  what  is  now  the  towu  of  Roseboom,  and 
purchased  a small  waterpower  and  tannery  of  Ez,  kid 
Smith,  which  he  has  enlarged  from  time  to  time  as  his  busi- 
ness increased,  adding  steam  and  other  modern  improve- 
ments, until  it  now  has  a capacity  of  eight  thousand  sides 
of  leather  yearly. 

Mr.  Barrett  was  married,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  O. 
Gilchrist,  daughter  of  Daniel  Gilchrist,  who  settled  in 
Springfield  soon  after  1800,  and  died  in  1SGG,  aged  eighty- 
four  years;  he  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  a leading 
man  of  his  day.  Mr.  Barrett  is  a man  of  domestic  char- 
acter; has  never  sought  public  office,  although  lie  has  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  and  other  town  offices  for  several 
years. 

His  only  child,  Samuel,  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  South  Valley. 


CHAPTER  L X X. 

TOWN  OF  BPBINGFIELD. 

Organization — Geographical — Topographical  — Early  Settlers  an  l 
tbeir  Locations — Pioneer  Events — Incidents — First  Town-Meet- 
ing'— Officers  Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  Organ- 
ization of  the  town  to  1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural 
and. General  Statistics — Area — Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuuti  n 
— Population. 

This  town  was  originally  embraced  within  the  bounds 
of  Cherry  Valley,  from  which  it  was  erected  March  3, 
1797.  It  is  one  of  the  northern  tier  of  towns,  and  bounded 
as  follows : on  the  north  by  Herkimer  and  Montgomery 
counties;  on  the  east  by  Cherry  Valiev  and  Midd.  ;!•  ! 
on  the  south  by  Middleficld  and  Otsego;  and  on  the  west 
by  Otsego,  Richfield,  and  the  county  of  Herkimer. 

The  surface  is  a rolling  upland.  A high  prouioiit  ry. 
east  of  the  head  of  Otsego  lake,  called  Mount  Wellington, 
rises  tn  the  height  of  four  hundred  feet.  The  soil  consists 


■ 


' 
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chiefly  of  a black  ami  yellow  loam,  ami  Is  well  adapted  to 
grazing  and  agriculture. 

Looking  back  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years,  to  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1762,  we  find  this  pleasant  and  prosperous 
town,  with  its  many  comfortable  habitations,  its  school- 
houses  and  its  sanctuaries,  its  sweet  hills  and  cultured  vales, 
one  unbroken  wilderness,  a wild  and  romantic  country 
indeed ; then  with  springs  and  brooks,  rocks  and  dells,  for, 
cst-trees,  and  wild  mountain-flowers,  the  charming  lake, 
calm  as  an  infant  asleep,  or  sparkling  as  a gem  set  amid 
the  hills.  But  no  house  of  God  was  there,  no  human 
habitations,  no  cattle  grazed  among  the  pastures,  no  gardens 
or  orchards  of  fruits  beautified  a single  acre  of  the  rich 
soil.  The  wild  beast  was  here,  the  fox,  the  bear,  and  the 
panther,  and  the  wilder  red  man  pursued  his  game  on  the 
streams  and  amid  the  forests.  In  the  year  1762,  thirteen 
years  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution  opened,  the  first 
settlements  were  begun,  five  families  taking  up  lands,  viz. : 
that  of  John  Kelly,  Richard  Ferguson,  and  James  Young 
in  the  eastern  section  of  the  town,  also  by  Gustavus  Klumph 
and  Jacob  Tygart  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  Very  few  were 
added  to  the  number  until  after  the  war,  though  here  and 
there  a house  constructed  of  rude  logs  sprang  up  on  some 
hill  or  within  some  secluded  vale.  Cherry  Valley  had  been 
occupied  for  twenty  years  by  a company  of  Presbyterians, 
originally  from  Scotland,  but  a portion  of  the  colony — that 
coming  in  17 If  to  Londonderry,  in  New  Hampshire — 
emigrated  hither  in  1741.  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop  was  their 
minister.  Their  growth,  though  the  town  then  included 
many  of  the  present  surrounding  towns,  was  very  slow. 

In  1752,  twelve  years  after  the  first  settlement,  there  were 
but  eight  families  in  the  place,  and  in  1765,  twenty-five 
years  from  the  settlement,  there  were  but  forty  families. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  form  a just  conception  of  the 
country  as  it  was  when  the  first  five  families  commenced  a 
house  amid  these  forests  and  hills.  Cherry  Valley  was  but 
a little  handet  far  out  in  the  woods,  a remote  outpost  of 
civilization  in  the  distant  west,  as  viewed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  New  England  and  the  dwellers  on  the  Hudson.  A few 
German  families  had  occupied  lands  along  the  Mohawk,  and 
up  the  Schoharie  creek ; but  on  leaving  these  streams,  north 
or  south,  the  settler  at  once  advanced  into  the  primeval 
forest,  and  ices/ ward  the  entire  country,  with  few  exceptions, 
reaching  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  was  a vast  unexplored  wilder- 
ness. Indian  trails  were  the  only  paths  in  any  direction, 
and,  what  added  vastly  more  to  the  disagreeable  ness  and 
hardships  of  the  times,  it  was  a period  of  great  public 
excitement,  alarm,  and  peril.  The  French  and  Indian  wars 
had  hardly  been  concluded,  and  the  terrible  conflict  of  seven 
years  with  England  was  hastening  on.  The  few  scattered 
inhabitants  then  occupying  this  region  were  kept  under 
almost  constant  apprehension  of  danger  and  attack  from  [ 
hostile  Indians,  who  bore  no  special  friendship  to  the  Eng-  | 
1 ish , much  less  to  the  actual  settlers  in  their  ancient  domains. 
The  war  broke  out;  thirty-three  individuals  from  the  towns  | 
of  Cherry  Valley,  Springfield,  and  Middlcficld  espoused  the 
American  cause  as  soldiers,  and  consequently  the  remnant 
of  the  settlers  were  left  in  a defenseless  condition.  So 
seriously  exposed  at  this  time  did  the  people  in  this  region  j 
regard  their  situation  that  they  caused  a letter  to  be  written 


to  the  county  committee  for  relief.  It  bears  date  of  June 
3,  1776,  and  was  penned  by  Rev.  Mr.  Dunlop.* 

The  committee  of  the  county  were  unable  to  comply  with 
this  request,  and  a petition  of  similar  purport,  signed  bv 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  bearing  date  of  July  1,  1776, 
was  addressed  to  the  honorable  members  of  the  Provincial 
congress  of  New  York,  and  the  request  was  granted. 
Springfield  had  many  representatives  in  the  colonial  army, 
who  did  gallant  service  during  that  long  and  arduous 
struggle. 

In  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  in  which  the  insidious  efforts 
of  the  traitorous  party  to  lead  over  this  region  to  the 
enemy  was  foiled,  there  were  soldiers  from  this  town,  and 
among  them  Captain  Thomas  Davy,  grandfather  to  the  three 
brothers  who  still  reside  on  the  paternal  acres,  James.  Jere- 
miah, and  Harvey.  He  went  forth  to  the  fight  after  bidding 
good-bye  to  his  wife  and  two  little  ones  (then  living  in  a log 
house  burned  the  next  summer  by  Indians),  but  never  to 
return.  He  was  doubtless  shot  in  the  battle.  The  noble 
white  steed  on  which  he  rode  was  returned,  and  his  be- 
reaved widow’s  first  fears  of  his  fate  were  started  by  his  fa- 
miliar whinnying,  heard  at  the  distance  of  a mile.  This 
was  in  August,  1777.  In  June  of  the  following  year,  five 
months  previous  to  the  bloody  massacre  in  Cherry  Valley, 
the  great  chieftain  and  captain  of  the  Six. Nations,  Joseph 
Brant,  came  to  Springfield  with  a party  and  burned  the 
town,  carrying  away  several  prisoners,  among  them  John  and 
Jacob,  two  sons  of  Mr.  Tygart,  who  were  taken  to  Canada. 
“ Brant  collected  together  the  women  and  children  into  one 
house,  and  there  left  them  uninjured, — an  act  of  mercy  not 
always  followed  by  his  allies.”  Among  the  houses  burned 
was  one  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Spalsbury,  a few  rods 
noi;th  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Daniel  Franklin. 
Another  was  that  of  Widow  Thomas  Davy  ; she  had  pre- 
pared dinner  for  the  men,  and  was  about  calling  them  from 
the  field  when  she  saw  the  Indians  approaching,  and  hiding 
herself  in  the  woods  and  her  child  beneath  her  skirts  her 
eyes  witnessed  the  destruction  of  her  dinner  and  her  home  ; 
and  that  night  she  made  her  way,  with  no  attendant  save 
her  little  son,  to  the  nearest  fort,  several  miles  away.  These 
invasions  and  perils  put  a stop  to  the  further  settlement 
of  Springfield  for  some  years.  Most  if  not  all  the  inhab- 
itants fled  away  and  remained  till  after  the  war,  and  peace 
and  security  were  restored.  Some  returned,  as  the  names  ot 
Young  and  Ferguson  and  Klumph  in  the  immediate  suc- 
ceeding years  are  found  on  the  town  and  church  records. 

The  close  of  the  Revolution  witnessed  an  influx  of  set- 
tlers who  were  anxious  to  secure  homes  in  this  fertile  and 
picturesque  region. 

Among  the  first  who  threaded  their  way  into  the 
wilderness  was  John  Cotes,  who  emigrated  from  Potnlrct. 
Conn.,  and  located  in  the  town  in  about  the  year  1 i><b  on 
premises  now  owned  by  Daniel  Springer,  east  of  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Middle  village.  In  his  native  State  la- 
wns a neighbor  of  General  Israel  I’utnam.  of  Rcvobiti  '.■> 
fame,  and  with  him  served  in  the  Colonial  army.  He  wa- 
in the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  then  only  sixteen  year-  <-t 
age.  1 1 is  family  consisted  of  the  following  children,  viz  . 

* Sec  page  1 j. 
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Kv:in,  Erastus,  Matilda,  John,  Davis,  Prudence,  Levant, 
and  Albert.  Only  two  survive,  Levant  and  Albert ; tlio 
funner  resides  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  the  latter  in  this 
town.  Mrs.  A.  A.  Cotes  Winsor,  widow  of  Davis,  resides 
at  Springfield.  Evan  Cotes  was  supervisor  of  this  town 
front  1821  to  1820  inclusive.  Davis  officiated  in  the  same 
capacity  in  1848  and  Albert  in  1855. 

A sturdy  and  honored  pioneer  was  Benjamin  Rathbun, 
who  came  from  New  England  and  located  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  on  premises  now  owned  by  a great-grandson, 
Williams  Rathbun.  Numerous  representatives  of  the  Rath- 
bun  family  are  numbered  among  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  town.  Levant  W.  Rathbun,  who  was  born  in  this 
county  in  1824,  is  an  influential  citizen,  and  represented 
Springfield  in  the  board  of  supervisors  for  the  years  1870 
and  1871. 

John,  Janies,  and  Robert  Young  were  among  the  pio- 
neers and  extensive  land-holders  of  the  town.  This  family 
was  closely  identified  with  pioneer  events,  and  did  much  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  the  town.  Although  more  than  a 
century  has  rolled  away  since  the  first  representatives  of  this 
honored  family  came  to  Springfield,  many  descendants  are 
yet  found  in  the  vicinity. 

The  Basingers  were  pioneers  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  near  where  Mrs.  Jacob  W.  Basinger  now  resides,  in 
district  No.  3.  Other  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity  were 
the  Spalberys  and  Pickets. 

A worthy  pioneer  was  Moses  Franklin.  Two  sons,  Dan- 
iel and  Henry,  reside  in  the  town.  Daniel  was  supervisor 
in  1SC3  and  1804,  and  sheriff  in  1870  to  1S73. 

The  Bradts  and  Abner  Cooke  were  pioneers  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town. 

Calvin  Smith,  father  of  Calvin  P.  Smith,  Esq.,  was  also 
a pioneer  at  East  Springfield. 

The  first  merchant  in  this  vicinity  was  one  Ormston,  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  graduate  of  Edinburgh  college. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  at  Springfield,  with 
William  L.  Bigelow  as  postmaster,  who  held  the  office  about 
thirty  years. 

Elisha  Hall  was  an  active  pioneer  at  Springfield  Centre, 
locating  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  hotel  of  Jacob 
Casler.  lie  was  active  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
place,  and  erected  a foundry  which  for  many  years  drew 
about  the  town  a knot  of  intelligent  and  industrious 
mechanics.  The  locality  was  known  as  Hallsviilc,  subse- 
quently changed  to  Springfield  Centre.  Mr.  Hall  was  a 
skilled  mechanic,  and  attained  considerable  notoriety  as  the 
inventor  of  the  Hall  threshing-machine.  He  removed  to 
the  vicinity  of  Rochester,  where  he  died.  A son,  Hayden 
Hall,  is  a resident  of  New  York  city. 

Aaron  and  Bond  Bigelow  were  pioneers  at  Springfield. 
Will  iam  L.,  a son  of  Aaron,  was  the  first  postmaster  in  the 
town,  and  held  the  office  about  thirty  years. 

A worthy  pioneer  and  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State  was  Luther  Smith,  who  emigrated  to  this  town  in 
about  1 71>  1 , and  located  in  East  Springfield  on  the  farm 
subsequently  known  as  the  Vcdder  farm,  lie  opened  one 
of  the  fir.'t  hotels  in  the  town,  lie  subsequently  removed 
to  Canajohafie,  Montgomery  county,  where  he  died  in  1S73. 
Of  his  family  only  one,  George  0.,  resides  in  the  town,  lie 


is  a prominent  citizen,  and  represented  his  town  in  the  board 
of  supervisors  in  l87<!-77.  Helen  M.,  John  C.,  and  Martin 
L.  are  residents  of  Canajoharie ; J.  M.  is  deceased. 

Many  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  had  served  in  that 
sanguinary  struggle  from  other  States  subsequently  found 
their  way  to  Springfield ; and  prominent  among  that  num- 
ber was  Robert  Wood,  who,  with  his  son  Samuel  S.  Wood, 
came  from  Rhode  Island  in  171)7,  and  located  about  two 
miles  southwest  from  Springfield  Centre,  on  premises  now 
owned  by  the  window  of  Joseph  Wood.  Samuel  S. 
remained  there  a short  time,  and  removed  to  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Hiram  R.  Wood,  Esq  , where  he  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  was  an  active 
pioneer,  and  erected  a carding-machine  at  the  Centre,  at 
that  time  called  “ Hallsville.”  Two  sons,  Hiram  R.  and 
Samuel  J.,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  A.,  wife  of  R.  O.  Burn- 
ham, and  Winona,  reside  in  Springfield,  and  Sarah  E.,  wife 
of  Philip  II.  Potter,  in  Cooperstown.  Henry  S.  is  deceased. 
Hiram  R.  is  a successful  merchant  at  Springfield  Centre, 
and  was  supervisor  of  the  town  in  185D-G0. 

The  Bradt  family  were  early  settlers  in  the  east  part  of 
the  town.  Henry  Bradt  was  chosen  a commissioner  .of 
roads  at  the  first  town-meeting  which  was  held,  April  4, 
171)7. 

The  name  of  Hayden  is  closely  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  town  of  Springfield.  Hezekiah  Hayden 
was  a pioneer,  settling  on  lands  south  of  the  Centre  now 
owned  by  Hiram  R.  Wood,  Esq.  His  family  consisted  of 
twelve  children.  Henry  Hayden  is  an  enterprising  busi- 
ness man  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  a banker,  and  president  of 
a railroad.  Levi  is  a resident  of  New  York  city,  and 
superintended  that  great  engineering  feat  of  modern  times, 
the  explosion  of  Hell  Gate.  Albert  is  a prominent  citizen, 
of  Michigan.  One  daughter  of  this  family,  Mrs.  Elisha 
Hall,  survives. 

The  Lindseys  were  pioneers  east  of  the  Centre,  on  lands 
now  owned  by  R.  J.  Bringlow.  The  house  erected  by  this 
family  upon  their  advent  into  the  town  is  still  standing. 
Samuel  Way,  Squire  Crafts,  and  George  Stillman  also  early 
located  in  this  vicinity. 

A pioneer  on  the  road  leading  to  Stewart’s  patent  was 
Don  I'.  Herrick,  a prominent  citizen  and  sheriff  of  the 
county.  The  Colemans  were  early  settlers  in  the  west 
part  of  the  town,  where  some  of  their  descendants  now 
reside. 

General  Walter  Holt  was  a leading  pioneer.  A son, 
Walter,  is  an  attorney  in  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.  Calista 
married  C.  L.  Flint,  and  resides  in  Delaware  Co.,  Iowa. 
She  inherits  much  of  the  sterling  character  of  her  father. 
She  was  appointed  by  the  State  government  of  Iowa  to 
assist  in  superintending  the  affairs  of  that  State  at  the 
Centennial  Exposition  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1 S7 *».  and 
herself  superintended  the  erection  of  the  Iowa  State  house, 
one  of  the  finest  State  buildings  on  the  grounds.  One 
I representative  of  the  Holt  family  resides  in  this  town, 
Lucy  Holt  Kinney,  now  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-f  ur 
years.  This  venerable  old  lady  is  still  possessed  of  much 
of  her  youthful  vigor  of  mind  and  body.  William  Wyeoff 
was  an  early  settler,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
died  in  1877. 
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The  most  eccentric  person,  perhaps,  that  ever  dwelt 
within  the  bounds  of  Springfield  was  Daniel  Thurston. 
He  was  an  easy,  careless,  Rip  Van  Winkle  sort  of  person- 
age, wore  his  hair  long  and  braided,  and  went  hatlcss  in 
the  co'dest  weather.  He  was  locally  famous  as  a fiddler, 
and  it  is  related  of  him  that,  one  winter’s  night,  while 
fiddling,  some  one  ran  to  him  with  the  intelligence  that  his 
house  was  on  fire.  “ Well,”  said  he,  “ melt  some  snow 
and  put  it  out!”  Phyluria  Thurston,  sister  of  Daniel, 
now  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  educated  the 
Rev.  Hiram  Hutchins,  a Baptist  clergyman  of  Brooklyn. 
Linus  Thurston  and  wife,  aged  about  eighty-three  years, 
reside  in  the  vicinity,  and  during  the  autumn  of  1S7G 
stood  at  the  same  box  picking  hops. 

The  Allens  were  a prominent  family  in  this  vicinity.  A 
hotel  was  kept  by  a member  of  this  family,  which  was  a 
popular  resort  for  “ ye  military  men”  in  the  days  made 
memorable  by  the  soul-stirring  general  trainings.  Numer- 
ous descendants  of  this  family  are  residents  of  the  vicinity. 
The  Thayers,  Loseys.  and  Wilseys  were  early  settlers. 

Daniel  Hewes  was  a worthy  pioneer  on  the  turnpike- 
road.  He  lived  to  see  Springfield  transformed  from  a com- 
parative wilderness  to  one  of  the  finest  farming  regions 
within  the  Empire  State.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
about  ninety  years.  Numerous  descendants  reside  in  the 
town.  The  Snyders  were  also  early  settlers  in  this  vicinity. 

Deacon  Sterling  Way  was  a pioneer  on  lands  now  owned 
by  a sou  of  Deacon  Martin  Way.  He  was  an  active  man, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person  baptized  in  the 
Baptist  church  west  of  Albany. 

Deacon  John  McKillip  was  a prominent  pioneer,  and  the 
first  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  officiated  in  that  capacity 
for  a period  of  twenty-one  consecutive  years. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Dr.  W.  T.  Bailey’s 
excellent  work,  entitled  “ Richfield  Springs  and  Vicinity,” 
published  in  1874  : “A  correspondent  of  The  Otsego  Re- 
publican says,  ‘ There  are  nowT  living  in  one  school  dis- 
trict in  the  town  of  Springfield,  near  the  shore  of  Otsego 
lake,  the  following  ten  persons  whose  united  ages  aggregate 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  years,  being  an  average  of 
seventy-six  years  each,  viz. : William  Thayer,  aged  eighty 
years;  Mrs.  William  Thayer,  aged  seventy-five;  Andrew 
Gilchrist,  aged  eighty  seven  ; Linus  Thurston,  aged  seven- 
ty-eight; Mrs.  Lyman  White,  aged  seventy-eight;  Horace 
Coleman,  aged  seventy-six  ; Mrs.  Hoke,  aged  seventy-four; 
Miss  Thurston,  aged  seventy-six ; Aaron  Peck,  aged  seventy; 
Mrs.  John  Weir,  aged  seventy.'  ” 

The  following  over  ninety  years  of  age  are  living  in  the 
town  : Andrew  Gilchrist,  Nicholas  Geuter,  Mrs.  Kinney, 
and  Mrs!  King. 

Among  the  earliest  aud  prominent  settlers  of  this  town 
was  Isaac  White,  who  was  born  in  Brimficld,  Mass.  He 
came  to  Springfield  in  1783,  and  located  on  premises  now 
owned  by  David  Taylor,  about  two  miles  north  of  the  head 
of  the  lake.  He  served  gallantly  in  the  V ar  of  the  Revo-  \ 
lution,  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  His  . 
family  consisted  of  the  following,  viz. : Martha,  Sarah,  j 
Cynthia,  Alfred,  Almond.  Lyman,  Almira,  Armenia,  Ly- 
man and  Susan.  Lyman  married  Mary  Donaldson  Cary, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Richard  Cary.  The  family  consisted  I 


of  the  following,  viz.:  Maria  Theresa,  Grenville  Temp!,  , 
John  Randolph,  Jacob  Jamison,  Ann  Cary,  and  Harri  t 
Amelia,  all  of  whom,  together  with  their  parents,  w,  p. 
born  in  Springfield.  All  are  living,  except  Jacob  Jami~.ii 
and  Harriet  Amelia.  Her  two  eldest — Maria  Then.-.* 
and  Grenville  Temple — reside  with  their  mother  on  the 
old  homestead  where  they  were  born.  John  Randolph  re- 
sides in  Iowa,  and  Ann  Cary  is  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Smith, 
of  Cooperstown.  Mrs.  White,  although  now  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-two  years,  retains  much  of  her  youth- 
ful vigor  of  mind  and  body.  She  occupies  the  premi.-  - 
where  she  was  born  in  June,  1735. 

Mr.  Grenville  White  has  in  his  possession  an  interesting 
relic,  being  a chair  which  was  brought  to  America  by  tl  • 
White  family,  who  came  in  the  “ Mayflower.”  This  . • i 1 
relic  is  rendered  doubly  interesting  to  this  family  from  the 
fact  that  in  it  was  placed  Isaac  A\  bite  when  taken  from  the 
battle-field  of  Bennington.  It  is,  without  doubt,  the  oldest 
relic  in  the  United  States. 

A prominent  settler  and  large  land-holder  in  this  vicinity 
was  Colonel  Richard  Cary,  who  settled  in  1733.  He 
married  Ann  Lowe,  daughter  of  Cornelius  P.  Lowe.  II is 
family  consisted  of  Cornelius,  Cornelius  Lowe,  Richard. 
Elizabeth,  Ann  Lowe,  Cornelius,  Nathaniel  Dowse,  Louisa, 
Mary  Donaldson,  Helen,  Amelia,  and  Harriet,  all  of  wh.au 
are  deceased,  except  Mary  Donaldson,  widow  of  the  late 
Lyman  White,  mentioned  above. 

James  Whipple  was  also  an  early  settler  in  this  town. 

An  early  settler  and  extensive  land-holder  was  Go  rue 
Clark,  father  of  G.  Hyde  Clark.  The  following  description 
of  George  Clark  is  given  by  Hon.  Levi  Beardsley,  in  Ids 
reminiscences:  “Looking  up  to  the  north,  over  the  blue 
expanse  of  waters  may  be  seen  a high  headland  jutting  <•  .: 
into  the  lake,  where  stands  Hyde  hall,  the  splendid  and 
costly  residence  of  the  late  George  Clark,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  son.  Mr.  Clark,  the  elder,  was  an  Eng- 
lishman by  birth,  and  came  to  this  county  a few  years  after 
the  Revolution.  He  was  a descendant  in  the  direct  h: 
from  Lieutenant-Governor  Clark,  a former  provincial  gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  from  whom  the  late  George  Ci.irk 
derived  a large  landed  estate  in  this  county,  as  well  as 
other  portions  of  the  State,  and  in  other  States  also. 

“George  Clark  encountered  at  an  early  day  much  oppo- 
sition from  his  tenantry.  The  tenure  by  which  they  I i 
their  lands  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  views  <>t  '".ir 
citizens  generally.  For  many  years  I was  a tenant  umi  r 
Mr.  Clark,  and  always  found  him  kind  and  gentlcmaniy.  - 1 
that  I wauted  no  better  landlord.  To  do  justice  t > : - 
memory',  I wish  to  state,  as  the  result  of  my  hunt  st  a:,  i 
unbiased  judgment,  that  had  tenants  treated  him  w 
respect  and  kindness,  and  paid  him  the  rents  hoiic-dy  ■ ; 
to  him,  they  would  have  had  no  good  right  to  comp.  :! 
but  they  disliked  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
hence  he  was  frequently  annoyed  with  insolent  <n  ' 
which  his  high  English  notions  of  strict  right  w 
allow  him  to  concede.  lie  would  be  as  obstinate 
and  hence  collision,  lie  was  a man  of  extensive  r 
well  informed,  social  in  his  feelings,  hospitable  t..  > 
with  whom  he  was  on  intimate  terms,  and  l b-  '•  * 
strictly  holiest  man. 
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“ Mr.  Clark  in  his  feelings  was  thoroughly  English. 
Ho  deli-  hied  to  have  his  dinners  got  up  in  old  English 
style,  with  the  best  of  roast  beef  and  mutton,  garnished 
with  such  delicacies  as  the  lake  and  country  afforded,  and 
just  such  as  his  countrymen,  who  knew  lmw  to  appreciate 
good  things,  would  order  were  they  the  caterers,  and  in 
these  particulars  he  hardly  ever  failed  to  excel.'’  George 
Hy<  le  Clark  now  occupies  Hyde  hall,  and  is  the  largest 
land-holder  in  the  county. 

Henry  Davy,  son  of  Colonel  Thos.  Davy,  was  born  in 
this  town  in  the  year  1773,  and  died  in  1829.  He  was 
the  father  of  eleven  children,  viz. : Mary,  Elizabeth,  Hannah, 
Margaret,  James,  Clara,  Charles,  Selinda,  Jeremiah,  Henry 
Harvey,  and  Catharine,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  the 
oldest  being  seventy-seven  and  the  youngest  sixty-one. 
Three  of  the  brothers,  James,  Jeremiah,  and  Henry  Har- 
vey, have  always  lived  iu  town,  James  still  occupying  the 
old  homestead. 

Henry  Harvey  has  two  children,  viz : Eunice  Elizabeth 
and  James  Harvey. 

Silas  Gray  came  to  this  town  from  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y., 
in  the  year  1810.  In  about  the  year  1825  he  set  out  the 
first  hops  in  Springfield,  which  was  probably  the  first  in 
the  county.  He  reared  a family  of  four  children,  two  of 
whom- are  living. 

John  Marshall,  now  a resident  of  the  town,  was  an  early 
settler. 

Benjamin  Huntington  was  a pioneer  surveyor,  who 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  A son.  Bcnja- 
'min,  resides  in  Washington.  The  Warners  and  Roots 
were  pioneers. 

Thomas  Eekler  is  an  honored  pioneer,  who  located  in 
the  western  part  of  the  town. 

Other  early  settlers  were  Nathaniel  Sikes,  Elakim  Shel- 
don, Ichabod  Griggs,  Peabody  Cook,  the  Waldrats,  William 
Gilchrist,  Henry  Genter,  William  Hardy,  Jedediah  Beach, 
Robert  and  James  Kelley,  William  Johnson,  Eli  Parsons, 
Robert  Fergeson,  Josiah  Root,  James  Holden,  Jonathan 
Moffatt,  Alexander  Sprague,  John  Rice,  Israel  Lathrop, 
Thomas  Crippen,  David  Little,  Benjamin  Hicks,  Paul 
Keyes,  James  Holden,  Henry  Moore,  Samuel  Herrick, 
Robert  Hammil,  Deacon  Purple,  Reuben  Seeley,  James 
Fergeson,  the  Van  Brunts,  and  the  Shipmans. 

The  following  old  record  is  of  interest: 

A statement  of  votes  taken  for  senators  in  the  town  of  Springfield, 
at  the  annual  election  opened  on  Tuesday,  the  30th  day  of  April,  at 
10  o'clock  A. si.,  and  closed  on  the  second  day  of  May,  at  6 o’clock 
!*.«.,  A.D.  17'J'J,  viz. : 

^ Joseph  White,  thirty-six. 

9 Moss  Kent,  seventy -seven. 

Vincent  Mathews,  sixty-two. 

Isaac  Foot,  six.  a 
Jetlediah  Peck,  four. 

We  certify,  that  the  above  is  a just  and  true  statement  of  the  votes 
taken  for  senators  at  the  aforesaid  election. 

'•iven  under  our  hands  at  Springfield,  the  3d  day  of  May,  1 7 1* 0 . 

Jno.  McKillip, 

Anson  Green, 

John  Cotes, 

Constant  Drown, 
Alexander  Spraqck, 

/ H$jjcclu rs  of  Election. 

Jacob  Morris,  Eso-, 

Clerk  of  the  County  of  Ot*ejo. 


There  are  four  small  villages  in  this  town,  Springfield 
Centre,  Springfield,  Middle  Village,  and  East  Springfield. 

SPRING FI EED  CENTRE, 

the  largest  village,  is  beautifully  located  within  a short  dis- 
tance of  Otsego  lake,  and  is  in  daily  communication,  by 
stage,  with  Fort  Plain,  on  the  New  York  Central  railroad, 
and  also  with  Richfield  Springs  and  Cherry  Valley.  During 
the  summer  season  it  is  brought  in  close  communication 
with  Cooperstown  by  stages  which  connect  with  the  lake 
steamers.  It  is  pleasantly  located  iu  the  midst  of  a rich 
agricultural  region,  and  is  a prosperous  and  progressive 
village.  It  contains  two  churches  and  the  following  busi- 
ness interests:  general  stores,  H.  R.  Wood,  E.  0.  Millis; 
hardware,  G.  W.  Van  Devere ; grocery,  Myron  Hilsingcr; 
hotels,  “ Casler  House,”  Jacob  Casler,  proprietor;  “ Central 
Hotel,”  L.  Edwards,  proprietor;  flouring-mill,  George 
Tunnicliff ; wagon-shop,  George  Egerson  ; blacksmith,  John 
Olive ; meat-market,  Armstrong  & Lewis ; select  school, 
B.  F.  Austin;  postmaster,  John  Losee ; Western  Union 
telegraph,  H.  R.  Wood,  manager;  cheese-factories,  “Spring- 
field  Centre  factory,”  Gaddes,  Wilkerson  & Co. ; “ Spring- 
field  factory,”  Hiram  R.  Wood;  millinery,  Miss  Julia 
Rurry. 

Springfield  Centre  has  a beautiful  cemetery,  containing 
eleven  acres,  situated  on  an  eminence  a short  distance  north 
of  the  village.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  rural  cemeteries  in 
the  county,  and  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  the  vicinity. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  at  the  “ meeting-house” 
in  Springfield,  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1797.  Eli  Par- 
sons, Jonathan  Moffatt,  and  John  McKillip,  esijuires,  being 
present.  The  following  officers  were  chosen : 

Supervisor. — John  McKillip. 

Town  Clerk. — Eli  Parsons. 

Assessors. — Samuel  Crafts,  Paul  Cook,  and  Robert  Fer- 
guson. 

Commissioners  of  Roads. — Henry  Bradt,  Josiah  Root, 
and  James  Holden. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Jonathan  Moffatt  and  Alexander 
Sprague. 

Constables. — John  Coats  and  John  Rice. 

Fence  Viewers. — Peabody  Cook,  Benjamin  Rathbun, 
and  Israel  Lathrop. 

Pound  master. — Thomas  Crippen. 

Commissioners  of  Schools. — David  Little,  Eli  Parsons, 
and  Benjamin  Hicks. 

At  this  meeting  licenses  were  granted  to  the  following 
persons  : Thomas  Crippen,  Paul  Keyes,  Alexander  Sprairuc, 
James  Holden,  Josiah  Root,  Henry  Moore,  Samuel  Crafts, 
Samuel  Herrick,  Robert  Hummel,  and  Abner  Cook. 

The  following  have  served  the  town  as  supervisors  and 
towu  clerks  from  1797  to  1S78: 


Supervisors.  Town  Clerks. 

17117 John  McKillip.  Eli  Parsons. 

17113 “ “ Samuel  Crafts. 

1711!) “ “ Anson  Green. 


131)0 

1 SO  1 
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Supervisor*. 

Town  Clerk*. 

ison 

Anson  Green. 

1801 

a a 

44  4( 

1805. ........... 

a u 

Joseph  McGee. 

1806 

it  44 

44  44 

1807 

44  44 

Anson  Green. 

180.8 

44  44 

44  44 

1809 

44  44 

William  Van  Brunt. 

1810 

44  44 

44  44  44 

1811 

44  44 

44  44  44 

1812....  

44  *4 

ii  44  it 

1813 

U “ 

41  44  44 

1814 

**  “ 

44  44  44 

1815 

44  44 

44  44  44 

1816 

44  it 

Selah  Havens. 

1817 

44  44 

44  44 

1818 

<4  44 

1819 

44  4i 

44  44 

1820 

44  44 

Wm.  H.  Van  Brunt. 

1821 

(4  44 

1822 

U U 

44  44 

1823 

“ U 

44  44 

1824 

It  44 

William  Baker. 

1825 

44  44 

Win.  11.  Van  Brunt. 

1820 

44  44 

Kufus  Tracy. 

1827 

Abner  Cook,  Jr. 

182S 

Daniel  Gilchrist. 

Wm.  It.  Scollard. 

1829 

Wm.  Powell. 

1830 

44  »< 

Benj.  Barret,  Jr. 

1831 

Rufus  Tracy. 

1832 

“ “ 

.4  44 

1833 

Benj.  Barrett,  Jr. 

1834 

44  44 

4*  44  44 

1835 

44  44  44 

1836 

44  44  44 

1837 

“ 4< 

44  44  44 

1838 

Isaac  Merriam. 

1839 

44  44  44 

1840 

Benj.  Barrett,  Jr. 

1841 

Moses  N.  Hinds. 

1842 

44  44  44 

Martin  Young. 

1843 

44  44 

(4  44 

1844 

Davis  Cotes. 

1845 

“ “ 

Seth  11.  Field. 

1846 

Calvin  P.  Smith. 

1847 

Mark  Carroll. 

1848 

Danl.  L.  Keves. 

1849 

44  44  *4 

1850 

“ “ “ 

Martin  Young. 

1851 

44  44 

1852 

llirara  R.  Wood. 

1853 

44  44  44 

1854 

it  it 

44  44  44 

1855 

James  G.  Farshall. 

1856 

John  B.  Hitchcock. 

1857 

Danl.  L.  Keyes. 

1S58 

“ “ 

Sami.  J.  Wood. 

1859 

John  G.  Fowler. 

I860 

it  44  44 

44  44  44 

1861 

Edwd.  S.  Frances. 

1862 

44  44  44 

44  «4  44 

1863 

Arthur  Wood. 

1864 

“ “ 

Sami.  J.  Wood. 

1805 

Geo.  W.  Vandeveer. 

1866 

44  44  44 

1867 

“ “ 

44  44  44 

186S 

Adna  B.  Armstrong. 

1869 

“ <*  “ 

44  <4  44 

1870 

Geo.  W.  Vandeveer. 

1871 

44  44  44 

<4  44  44 

1872 

44  44  44 

1873 

“ “ 

44  44  44 

1871 

44  44  44 

1875 

*4  44  44 

<4  (4  44 

1870 

44  44  44 

The  officers  for  1877  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. — George  0.  Smith. 

Town  Cleric. — George  W.  Vandecver. 

Justice  of  the  Pence. — Daniel  Z.  Burley. 

Collector. — William  II.  Palmer. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — Herbert  Small. 

Town  Auditors. — Henry  11.  Davy,  Harvey  Young,  and 
R.  T.  Van  Horn. 

Constables. — Abram  Hooke,  Wm.  II.  Babcock,  and 
Samuel  S.  Sheldon. 

Excise  Commissioners. — Henry  Franklin  and  Daniel 
Mcllorie. 


AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1865,  Springfield  had  20,034  acres  of  improved  !ai,  1 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  $1,628,255.  There  v,  r • 
4554  acres  of  plowed  land;  7015  of  pasture,  and  6959  . f 
meadow;  bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested,  10S;  buslol* 
of  winter  wheat,  504  ; bushels  of  oats,  40,023  ; winter  rv, 
30;  bushels  of  barley,  5022;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  S'-i;:;  • 
bushels  of  corn,  0028  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  22.870  ; bu-h- 
els  of  peas,  3806  ; bushels  of  beans,  163;  pounds  of  hops 
in  1864,  386, OSS;  pounds  of  tobacco,  1S<HJ  ; busln  ls  of 
apples  harvested,  21,088  ; barrels  of  cider,  654  ; pounds  of 
maple  sugar  in  1865,  12,754;  pounds  of  butter,  03,060; 
pounds  of  cheese,  340,320. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed.  4361  : in 
pasture,  7458  ; mown,  8525;  tons  of  hay  produced,  lll,- 
039;  bushels  of  barley  produced,  234S ; buckwheat.  10,- 
112  ; corn,  0585;  oats,  72,467  ; spring  wheat,  07;  winter 
wheat,  2155  ; beans,  23  ; peas,  456  ; pounds  of  hops  pro- 
duced, 211,625;  bushels  of  potatoes,  26,007;  pounds  of 
butter,1 85,844  ; cheese,  4865. 

Area. — Springfield  has  an  area  of  26,522  acres,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  which  is  8860,010,  and  the  equalized 
valuation,  $663,050. 

POPULATION. 
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CHAPTER  LX  XI. 

TOWN  OF  SPRINGFIELD— Continued. 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Springfield  Centre — Unircrsalist  Church, 
Springfield  Centre — Presbyterian  Church  of  Springfield — Metho- 
dist Church  of  Springfield — Episcopal  Church  of  East  Springfield — 
Evergreen  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — Rising  Sun  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. 

' THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  Baptist  church  located  at  Springfield  Centre  was 
organized  at  the  middle  village,  by  Elder  W.  Bentley,  in 
1787,  and  was  the  first  religious  organization  in  the  town 
of  Springfield.  This  organization  was  effected  at  the 
house  of  N.  Dike,  and  among  the  first  members  were  J. 
Winter,  J.  Hetli,  S.  Way,  II.  Stoned,  and  X.  Dike.  «J. 
Winter  was  the  first  church  clerk.  The  first  pastor  was 
Elder  William  Farman.  The  following  have  served  this 
church  as  pastors  from  1803  to  the  present  time.  The  date 
given  is  the  time  of  beginning  of  pastorate:  Elder  Calvin 
Ilulburt.  July  14,  1S03  ; Rev.  Jacob  Knapp,  April  2 ■. 
1S05  ;■  Elder  Stephen  Hutchins,  June,  1820;  Elder  J'hn 
Sawin,  June,  1830;  Elder  William  B.  Curtis.  June,  1" 
Eller  Daniel  Robinson,  July  27,  1834;  Elder  Win.  W 
June  12,  1840;  Elder  H.  II.  Huff,  Feb.  1 1.  1843;  K.  I r 
G.  W.  Gates,  June  28,  1845  ; Elder  Charles  l’uo'tt.  ~~  | 
30,  1S47  ; Elder  A.  C.  Wilder,  Nov.  25.  1>4>  ; E d r 
L.  Caslcr,  May  2!),  1852;  Elder  M.  Brunson,  April  - 
1855;  Elder  II.  Ilammon,  April  1,  1856;  Eld'  r - 
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Page,  April  1,  1858;  Elder  0.  Eastman,  April  1,  18G0; 
Eider  W.  C.  Gun  (date  not  given) ; Elder  S.  J.  Douglass, 
April  1,  18(19;  Elder  L.  Casler,  April  1,  1875.  The 
church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  with  a member- 
ship of  84,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  L.  Casler. 

THE  ONIVERSAI.IST  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  at  Springfield  Centre,  in  the 
year  1854,  with  15  members.  Among  those  instrumental 
in  its  organization  were  John  Losee,  O.  Shipman,  and  D. 
Franklin. 

The  first  pastor  who  officiated  for  this  church  was  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Sage.  The  society  was  without  a church  edifice 
until  the  year  1857,  when  a house  of  worship  was  erected 
at  a cost  of  83500. 

THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  SPRINGFIELD* 
was  organized  in  about  the  year  179G.  It  was  occasionally 
visited  by  missionaries  from  Connecticut,  prominent  among 
whom  was  Jedediah  Bushnell,  who  remained  with  the  little 
church  several  months,  and  his  labors  were  greatly  blessed 
by  an  outpouring  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  In  his  report  to 
the  trustees  of  the  Connecticut  missionary  society,  in  the 
year  1800,  he  speaks  of  a fruitful  revival  having  been  held 
here,  etc. 

Thus  it  is  clear  this  church  was  in  existence  prior  to 
1800,  and  in  its  infancy  was  nurtured  by  missionaries,  and 
increased  by  the  visitation  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  Probably 
the  church  was  formed  several  years  before.  It  was  now 
in  a state  quite  removed,  spiritually,  from  a church  at  its 
organization.  As  evidence  of  an  earlier  origin,  we  find  in 
the  records  of  the  Baptist  church,  under  date  of  Sept.  13, 
1798,  the  following  entry  : 

Chose  Deacon  Bond  Bigelow,  Deacon  Tenant,  and  Brother  Ben- 
jamin Alien  as  a committee  to  meet  a committee  of  the  Presbyterian 
order,  to  agree  on  what  part  of  the  time  each  one  shall  occupy  the 
meeting-house. 

Also  on  the  records  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Cherry 
Valley,  under  date  of  Jan.  4,  1797,  the  following  minute: 

Met,  agreeable  to  a notification,  to  consult  whether  the  society  will 
consent  that  Rev.  Mr.  Xott  (their  newly-elected  pastor)  shall  preach 
any  part  of  the  time  in  Springfield:  Ilev.  Mr.  Spaulding  was  voted 
chairman.  A letter  from  the  trustees  of  Springfield  addressed  to  the 
trustees  of  Cherry  Valley  was  read,  requesting  the  consent  of  this 
society  that  Mr.  Xott  should  preach  at  Springfield,  not  exceeding 
half  the  time,  in  which  a vote  was  taken  whether  the  society  would 
Jiccept  the  proposals  of  Springfield  society,  which  was  not  carried  in 
the  affirmative.  Voted,  that  the  trustees  be  requested  to  return  an 
answer  to  the  people  and  trustees  of  Springfield.  Meeting  dissolved. 

J|M10no  tlie  first  members  were  John  McKillip  and  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Fanny  Young  McKillip,  John  Young  and  wife, 
Will  iam  Thompson  and  wife,  James  Young,  Robert  Fergu- 
son, Mrs.  Jerusha  Griggs,  James  Kelly  and  wife,  and  Mrs. 
Gitty  Van  Vost.  The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Andrew 
Oliver,  a native  of  Scotland,  who  was  installed  in  1S0G.  A 
movement  was  soon  after  started  1'or  the  erection  of  a church 
edifice,  in  the  circulation  of  a subscription  paper,  and  in 
1807  the  sum  of  81507. 4G  had  been  pledged,  and  in  1809 
a building  50  by  55  feet  square  was  erected.  This  edifice 

• Abridged  from  History  of  Presbyterian  Church,  by  Rev.  P.  F. 
Sauborue. 


fronted  the  east,  with  a steeple  13  feet  square,  surmounted 
by  a tower  4G  feet  in  height.  The  land  on  which  this 
building  stood  was  donated  by  Major  John  Tennant  and 
Dr.  Little. 

In  less  than  two  months  after  Mr.  Oliver’s  installation, 
Dec.  2,  180G,  a Congregational  church  was  organized  at 
the  school-house  in  the  west  village,  of  twenty-four  mem- 
bers, and  commenced  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship 
at  nearly  the  same  time  with  the  Presbyterians.  It,  how- 
ever, was  never  fully  completed  by  them.  It  stood  on  land 
near  the  residence  of  51  rs.  A.  C.  Winsor,  and  was  sold  to 
the  Baptist  society  in  1813.  The  church  had  but  one 
minister,  the  Rev.  Air.  Williams,  who  was  installed  by  an 
ecclesiastical  council,  June  30,  1807.  He  remained  but  a 
short  period.  In  1813  the  church  gave  up  its  separate 
organization,  and  its  members  united  with  this  congregation. 

In  the  record  of  this  Presbyterian  society,  under  date  of 
July  15,  1811,  we  find  a singular  minute  indicating  a 
regard  for  church  behavior  not  always  cherished,  and  a 
mode  of  punishing  offenders  not  over  terrible.  It  is  as 
follows : 

At  a meeting  of  members  of  session,  trustees,  anJ  a number  of 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  society  at  the  meeting-house, 
Robert  Lothridge  was  appointed  to  return  to  the  minister  the  names 
of  all  such  young  persons  who  behave  unbecoming  in  the  gallery 
during  the  time  of  public  worship. 

An  event  quite  small  in  itself,  yet  indicative  of  great 
progress  for  the  times,  and  helpful  to  religiou,  wits  the 
purchase  of  a church  bell  in  181G.  This,  I am  told,  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  influence  and  exertions  of  Captain 
Ishi  Parmele,  late  from  Killingsworth,  Ct.  For  several 
years  the  town  appropriated  money  by  vote  to  have  the 
church  bells  rung  at  nine  in  the  A.M.,  at  twelve  M.,  and  at 
nine  in  the  evening.  Before  this  there  was  no  church  bell 
in  the  more  pretentious  surrounding  towns,  nor  indeed  in 
all  this  region.  Mr.  Oliver’s  ministry  continued  near 
thirteen  years,  the  church  growing  in  strength  and  stability ; 
and  though  no  special  seasons  of  revival  were  enjoyed,  there 
were  ninety-seven  admitted  to  the  church  during  his  min- 
istry, fifty-five  of  whom  were  on  profession  of  their  faith. 
He  was  a man  sound  in  doctrine,  and  faithful  in  preaching, 
and,  by  catechetical  instructions  to  the  youth,  impressed 
truth  as  he  had  opportunity.  Mr.  Oliver  had  many  warm 
friends,  faithful  to  the  last.  He  was  honorably  dismissed 
by  Otsego  presbytery,  in  the  year  1 S 1 9,  and  continued  to 
reside  in  town  until  his  death,  March  24,  1833,  at  the  ago 
of  seventy-one  years. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  time,  viz. : Andrew  Oliver, 
Aaron  Putnam,  Edward  Fairchild,  James  C.  Howe,  Oren 
Hyde,  Lumand  Wilcox,  Richard  Montgomery  Davis,  Sam- 
uel Moseley,  Solomon  J.  Tracy,  Charles  F.  Beach,  Daniel 
Van  Valkenberg,  Samuel  N.  Robinson.  The  church  is 
now  under  the  efficient  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  P.  F.  Sanborne. 
who  commenced  his  labors  in  1SG9.  Mr.  Sanborne  has 
manifested  a lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  this  church 
and  people,  and  its  present  prosperity  is  largely  due  to  his 
untiring  energy. 

In  these  historical  reminiscences  of  this  Presbyterian 
church,  special  mention  ought  to  be  made  of  those  members 
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that  have  served  as  ruling  elders.  During  the  period  of 
eighty  years  of  this  church’s  existence  there  have  been 
twenty-three  of  them,  and  none  of  them  unwisely  chosen, 
none  of  them  proving  on  trial  unworthy  of  their  office,  or 
so  faulty  in  any  degree  as  to  lose  the  confidence  of  the 
brethren  and  come  under  censure  for  crime  or  immorality. 
The  mention  of  their  names  will  stir  very  pleasant  memories 
in  many  minds,  and  incite  those  who  now  occupy  that  re- 
sponsible position  “ to  use  their  office  well.”  I will  name 
them  in  the  order  of  their  ordination : John  McKillip, 
Esq,  John  Young,  William  Thompson — the  session  at  the 
organization;  George  Oliver,  1 808 ; James  King,  1811; 
Eliakim  Sheldon,  James  Kelley,  1814;  Jedediah  Beach, 
Benjamin  Barrett,  William  Hamilton,  1822  ; James  Whip- 
ple, 1830;  Richard  B.  Sikes,  Benjamin  Ratlibun,  Charles 
Fitch,  Asahel  S.  Brown,  1835;  Benjamin  Jacobson, 
George  Burnham,  1841  ; James  R.  Ferguson,  1859 ; 
Elisha  W.  Stannard,  James  E.  Buell,  1866  ; James  N. 
Durfey,  Ephraim  O.  Beach,  James  Hood,  1875.  A goodly 
catalogue  indeed,  three  of  them  serving  more  than  thirty 
years,  viz.,  Messrs.  McKillip,  Sikes,  and  Burnham.  Is  there 
a church  in  the  country  that  for  eighty  years  can  show  a 
better  record  of  its  ruling  elders,  for  integrity,  good  judg- 
ment, harmony  in  counsel,  and  sympathy  in  co-operation 
for  Christ’s  kingdom,  soundness  in  the  faith,  and  elevated 
piety  ? 

Though  the  first  ministers,  aud  the  first  elders,  and  the 
first  generation  of  members  have  nearly  all  died  and  passed 
to  their  long  account,  the  church  still  lives. 

One  family — we  dwell  in  him  ; 

One  church — above,  beneath  ; 

Though  now  divided  by  the  stream  — 

The  narrow  stream  of  death. 

One  army  of  the  living  God, 

To  his  command  we  bow; 

Part  of  the  host  have  crossed  the  flood, 

And  part  are  crossing  now. 

Oliver  has  long  since  gone,  and  Putnam,  and  Fairchild, 
and  Howe,  and  Hyde,  and  Wilcox,  and  Davis,  and  Mosely, 
and  Van  Valkenbergh,  from  the  ministers;  and  from  the 
ruling  elders,  McKillip,  Young,  Thompson,  Oliver,  King, 
Sheldon,  Kelly,  Beach,  Barrett,  Hamilton,  Whipple,  Sikes, 
Rathbun,  Fitch,  Brown,  Jacobson,  and  several  hundred 
that  in  less  conspicuous,  but  quite  as  serviceable  ways, 
prayed  and  struggled  in  all  the  experiences  of  private 
membership  in  this  church  of  God. 

if  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.* 

The  earliest  definite  trace  found  of  any  Methodist  Chris- 
tian in  this  vicinity  is  that  of  the  first  Willscy  family,  which 
settled  on  the  hill  that  now  bears  the  family  name.  They 
came  from  Washington  county  not  far  from  1790,  though 
probably  a little  earlier.  And  this  family  were,  when  they 
came  into  their  new  wilderness-home,  of  rhe  “ sect  every- 
where spoken  against.”  And,  though  coming  into  the  forest 
to  found  a pioneer  home,  they  continued  faithful  to  their 
sympathy  for  “ circuit  preachers.”  It  does  not  appear  whether 

* Abridged  from  Rev.  G.  15.  Fairhcad’s  “ History  of  Methodism  iu 
the  Town  of  Springfield." 


Mr.  Willsey  was  then  a “member  of  the  society,”  but  bi- 
wife,  Sally,  was,  she  having  been  converted  and  joined  while 
living  in  Washington  county.  Other  families  of  the  same 
way  of  faith  were  soon  there,  one  of  which  was  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney's. 

At  this  time  “ Otsego  circuit”  is  named  in  the  general 
minutes,  and  reported  with  80  members,  Freeborn  Gar- 
rettson  presiding  elder,  with  P.  Wagner  and  Jonathan  New- 
man circuit-preachers.  It  was  without  doubt  a circuit  of 
some  four  hundred  miles  in  extent,  over  which  each  preacher 
was  to  pass  once  in  four  weeks,  thus  giving  preaching  in 
every  place  once  in  two  weeks.  In  1792,  Garre ttson  was 
still  presiding  elder,  with  J.  Newman  and  James  Coveil  as 
subordinates,  and  that  year  207  are  reported  in  society. 
This  increase  in  numbers  indicates  that  some  efficient  work 
had  been  done,  for  127  persons  brought  into  the  folds  of 
Christ  is  no  unworthy  success  for  two  preachers  for  one 
year.  The  following  year  Thos.  Ware  was  presiding  elder, 
and  Zebulon  Kankey  and  Moses  Crane  were  on  this  circuit, 
while  J.  Newman  and  D.  Bartine  were  on  the  Herkimer 
circuit.  This  evidences  that  the  work  was  increasing  and 
that  circuits  were  coming  to  be  less  extended  as  to  area,  but* 
increasing  as  to  “ preaching  places”  aud  numbers  in  society 
or  class. 

The  general  course  in  those  days  was  for  the  preachers 
to  make  a plan  as  to  “ preaching  places,”  and  be  as  regular 
as  the  stars  in  their  orbits  iu  filling  those,  and  no  new  point 
was  to  be  taken  into  the  plan  until  a conference  of  the 
preachers  interested  could  be  had ; yet,  if  any  one  had 
strength,  and  there  was  a new  opening,  he  was  permitted  to 
add  to  his  labors,  but  first  he  must  fill  his  plan.  And  it 
would  seem  that  if  it  were  possible  for  men  to  do  works  of 
supererogation,  surely  these  men  would  have  accomplished 
them.  For,  while  filling  the  plan  they  were  continually 
going  into  new  sections,  prospecting  for  a more  elaborate  or 
more  efficient  plan.  So  that  every  year  saw  large  efforts  to 
increase  the  fullness  of  the  work  of  God. 

In  the  year  1794,  Thos.  Ware  was  still  presiding  elder, 
with  S.  Weeks,  E.  Canfield,  and  J.  Wooster  as  preachers. 
And  this  year  there  was  reported  324  members.  The  fol- 
lowing year  there  was  but  little  change. 

In  the  years  1796-97,  John  McClaskey  was  presiding 
elder,  and  in  this  last  year  J.  Egbert  and  Jonathan  New- 
man appear  upon  the  circuit,  reporting  37S  members.  And 
iu  this  report  we  find  authentic  data,  which,  joined  to  the 
remembrances  of  Aunt  Rachel  Hardy,  give  us  assurance  that 
the  home  of  Peter  I.  Walrath  was  one  of  the  “ preaching 
places”  in  Springfield  at  that  time.  John  McClaskey  was 
noc  in  this  section  after  the  year  1797,  and  Mother  Hardy 
| was  then  a little  girl  of  eight  years  of  age,  and  very  defi- 
[ nitely  remembers  Mr.  McClaskey,  and  describes  his  personal 
! appearance,  especially  his  hair,  which  was  long  and  baviiur 
an  outward  curl  at  the  ends.  This  preacher  was  presiding 
I elder,  and  came  to  her  father's  house  to  preach  and  to  alter. 4 
! quarterly-meeting. 

The  name  of  Newman  is  also  associated  with  Methodism 
in  this  immediate  section,  and  in  fact  is  more  so  than  any 
i other  of  the  early  preachers,  which  arises  from  the  fact  that 
i he  lived  iu  a bouse  that  formerly  stood  a little  nortlu  a.--tw.ii  l 
1 from  Mr.  Walrath’s  home.  This  Mr.  Ngwmau  also  taugl-t 
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gchnol  in  the  district,  preaching  at  the  same  time.  His  wife  j 
also  taught  the  district  school ; and  our  aged  sister,  as  does 
also  Mr.  Nicholas  Center,  remember  him  as  teacher,  they  j 
attending  school  together.  The  remembrances  of  Mr.  Gen-  ! 
ter  are  very  clear  regarding  the  preachers,  and  the  services  | 
which  were  statedly  held  at  Mr.  Walrath’s.  And  as  Mr. 
Newmau’s  name  does  not  appear  on  the  minutes  later  than 
1799,  in  connection  with  this  section,  we  may  safely  say 
that  Methodism  was  quite  well  rooted  in  this  soil,  and  in 
hearts  in  Springfield,  early  in  the  history  of  this  community. 
And  we  may  be  doubly  assured  of  this  when  we  know  that 
the  earliest  recollection  of  the  children  of  Peter  I.  Walrath 
is  of  their  father  and  mother  being  Christian  people,  and 
manifesting  it  daily  by  family  worship.  So  also  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Nicholas  Center,  who  had  his  home  in  the 
family  for  three  years  in  his  boyhood.  Mr.  Genter  told  me 
but  the  other  day  that  he  remembers  very  well  that  at  that 
early  day  Mr-  Walrath’s  home  was  called  a Methodist  tavern, 
from  the  fact  that  the  “ circuit-preachers”  were  so  fre- 
quently entertained.  And  I judge  that  all  will  be  ready  to 
admit  that  he  was  not  a whit  poorer  for  his  Christian  hos- 
pitality. 

That  there  was  a class-society  at  this  point  as  early  as 
1795,  or  before,  is  more  than  presumable.  For  in  those 
days  wherever  two  who  believed  in  Cod  and  loved  Method- 
ist usages  were  found  they  were  formed  into  a class,  for  the 
faith  was  strong,  and  works  heroic,  and  they  expected  the 
little  one  to  grow.  And  the  probabilities  are  that  here  were 
more  than  two,  for  Mr.  Center’s  mother  was  also  of  those 
who  feared  the  Lord,  and  lived  a life  of  prayer,  and  loved 
the  Methodists. 

Adolphus  and  Coonradt  Pickard's  homes  were  also  very 
early  places  of  worship.  And  the  barn  belonging  to  Mr. 
Jerry  Davy,  and  standing  some  little  way  north  of  his  house, 
has  seen  many  Methodist  meetings  at  this  early  time.  There 
also  must  have  been  places  on  Willsey  hill  where  the  same 
kind  of  service  was  regularly  had.  One  day  when  Hiram, 
who  is  now  near  eighty-five,  was  a small  boy,  being  with  his 
father,  who  was  working  in  the  woods  near  a bridle-path 
which  led  from  this  section,  suddenly  heard  a clear,  strong 
voice  singing,  and,  looking  in  t he  direction  of  the  sound,  he 
soon  saw  a man  coming  towards  them  from  the  south,  who 
asked  Mr.  Willsey  if  he  knew  where  there  was  a place  near 
there  where  a Methodist  preacher  was  to  meet  an  appoint- 
ment, and  was  answered  “ yes,  at  my  house,”  and  they  im- 
mediately went  home.  Services  were  held  in  the  evening, 
the  preacher  using  as  his  text  the  words,  “ Awake,  thou 
that  sleepcst,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give 
tlieC  light.”  Hiram  says  that,  little  boy  as  he  was,  he  was 
deeply  affected  by  the  earnestness  of  the  preaching.  This 
minister  traveled  at  this  time  on  foot,  having  a portmanteau 
fitted  rouud  his  neck,  one  part  of  it  resting  forward  and 
the  other  resting  behind,  in  which  would  have  been  found 
a Bible,  hymn-book,  aud  no  doubt  a few  books  of  close  the-  I 
ologie  lore.  For,  though  it  was  rare  to  find  one  among  these 
early  workers  who  had  been  even  through  a classical  build-  j 
ing,  there  were  many  who,  being  so  soundly  converted,  saw  ! 
that  it  was  necessary  to  drink  deep  draughts  of  wisdom  from 
the  works  of  the  Christian  fathers.  And  uianv  a one  of 
those  old  veterans  were  so  untiring  in  their  pursuit  of  knowl-  ! 


edge  that  they  outstripped  many  who,  in  these  latter  davs, 
receive  their  diplomas  from  the  hands  of  college  presidents. 
And  there  were  not  a few,  even  in  those  days,  who  were 
giants  in  the  presence  of  those  who  then  felt  glad  of  the 
honor  which  their  Alma  Mater  had  conferred  upon  them. 
But  however  much  or  little  they  had  of  the  wisdom  which 
may  be  gathered  from  books,  it  was  rare  to  find  one  who 
had  not  received  large  measures  of  the  wisdom  which  God 
has  promised  to  give  liberally  and  upbraid  not. 

Now,  having  fixed  the  fact  of  the  early  advent  of  Meth- 
odism in  this  community,  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  con- 
tinue year  by  year,  and  will  just  say  that,  having  a list  of 
preachers  and  presiding  elders  who  served  in  regular  order, 
as  the  years  passed  by,  and  reading  this  list  to  Mrs.  Hardv, 
Mrs.  Genter,  they  remembered  some  name  in  every  year, 
and  some  of  the  persons  they  recall  with  great  distinctness. 

I may  say  that  Mr.  Walrath  was  quite  a helpful  man  in 
all  these  means  of  grace,  being  a class-leader  and  taking 
considerable  of  a leading  position  in  the  singing  of  those 
earnest  services,  and  was  also  licensed  as  an  exhorter,  but 
as  to  exercising  himself  as  such,  I have  found  but  little  in- 
formation. In  1804  the  Rev.  Benj.  Bidlack  and  J.  1’. 
Weaver  were  on  the  circuit,  both  of  whom  are  remembered  ; 
Mrs.  Hardy  remembering  Mr.  Weaver  because  he  would 
talk  to  the  young  folks  about  their  souls’  salvation,  and 
this  in  the  presence  of  the  family,  which  she  now  candidlv 
says  she  did  not  like.  And  most  other  young  people  are 
just  the  same,  especially  when  spoken  to  in  the  presence  of 
others.  In  this  year  I find  in  a memoir  of  one  of  the  old 
workers  a reference  to  a class  in  Warren,  consisting  of 
Robert  Heustis  and  wife,  and  his  son  Jonathan,  Elijah 
Peak  and  wife,  Elizabeth  Paddock  and  her  son  Benjamin. 
Here  was  a class  of  seven  persons,  and  Mr.  Robert  Heustis 
was  leader.  Young  Heustis  had  been  converted  some- 
where about  this  time,  as  was  also  Benj.  G.  Paddock  ; and 
both  of  them  came  to  be  efficient  preachers,  and  served  this 
circuit  in  the  after-years. 

The  names  of  Benoni  Harris,  a relative  of  John  Harris, 
of  Springfield,  C.  Giles,  Peter  Vaunest,  Isaac  Puffer,  Win. 
Jewett,  Samuel  Boss,  and  Asa  Cummings  are  definitely  re- 
membered, all  of  whom,  and  as  many  more,  served  this 
circuit  previous  to  the  year  1813,  when  it  was  reported 
with  390  members,  though  the  circuit  had  been  narrowed 
down  very  much  since  its  early  day  of  twenty  years  before. 
During  these  years  there  had  been  conversions  at  every 
preaching  place  throughout  the  plan,  and  in  many  cases 
marked  revivals.  Sinners  who  had  been  given  over  by 
established  churches  as  nearly  if  not  quite  reprobates,  were 
brought  under  the  power  of  the  truth,  and  by  the  L 1 • *ly 
Ghost  were  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  the  mind.  s<> 
that  he  who  was  called  Legion  was  frequently  sanctified 
and  clothed,  and  came  to  his  right  mind.  And  many  of 
these  saved  men  came  to  he  marvels  of  spiritual  pow  er,  and 
unfrcquently  set  down  by  the  “settled  pastors  as  incor- 
rigible fanatics.  Such  was  the  case  with  Benj.  G.  Pad- 
dock,  as  is  manifested  by  this  extract  from  his  memoir. 

Mrs.  Paddock  was  a member  of  the  Baptist  church,  but 
her  son  having  been  converted  among  the  Methodists,  at 
Augusta,  Oneida  county,  and  returning  home  she  could 
but  rejoice  j and  one  day  when  Rev.  Mr.  Holcombe,  the 
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pastor  of  the  Baptist  church,  which  was  then  in  Warren, 
called  to  see  the  family,  she  expressed  herself  as  greatly 
pleased  at  now  having  one  of  the  family  to  go  to  heaven 
with  her.  When,  naturally,  he  inquired  who?  And  she 
answered,  “ My  son  Benjamin  !”  When  he  answered,  with 
a smile  of  contempt,  “ Benjamin  ! I have  as  much  again 
hope  for  the  conversion  of  any  half-dozen  of  the  wickedest 
men  in  the  town  as  I have  for  that  of  Benjamin,  for  they 
may  be  brought  in  by  sovereign  grace,  but  he  has  the 
poison  of  Arminianism  so  ingrained  in  his  heart  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  get  it  out  of  him.”  And  in  a little  time 
after  this,  when  the  young  man  was  being  deeply  exercised 
about  his  call  to  the  ministry,  lie  went  to  this  same  elder, 
earnestly  inquiring  for  light  and  instruction;  and  after  he 
had  tremblingly  opened  his  heart  to  him,  the  elder  answered 
as  follows:  “ Well,  Bennie,  I advise  you  to  go  home  and 
ask  your  mother  to  make  you  a good  strong  cup  of  tea, 
when  your  head  will  doubtless  feel  better.”  Closing  his 
advice  with  a laugh.  Mr.  Holcombe  was  not  the  only 
elder  who  acted  the  same.  But  this  elder  afterwards 
apologized  to  Benjamin,  when  he  had  heard  him  preach  a 
few  times.  Paddock  and  Ileustis  were  among  the  first  of 
the  many  strong  men  who  went  out  into  the  Methodist 
ministry  from  this  circuit  and  county. 

From  1813  to  1833,  twenty  years,  I have  been  able  to 
find  only  a bare  shred  of  authentic  history  of  our  church. 
There  are  facts  and  figures,  but  I could  not  get  the  books 
involving  the  conference  minutes.  But  I do  find  that,  in 
1816  and  1817,  Abner  Chase  was  on  this  circuit,  and  I 
find  the  testimony  of  his  successors  gives  evidence  that 
during  his  occupancy  of  the  circuit  there  was  a glowing  iu- 
terest  at  all  the  preaching  places.  For,  as  Rev.  John  Ham- 
ilton and  B.  G.  Paddock  came  to  succeed  him,  they  found, 
including  probationers,  551  members,  which,  as  compared 
with  390,  four  years  before,  shows  a very  worthy  increase. 
It  was  at  about  this  time  that  that  very  ecceutric  preacher 
Lorenzo  Dow  came  through  these  parts.  An  appointment 
was  announced  for  him  in  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  and 
it  was  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  many  were  out- 
side. A little  misunderstanding  as  to  who  should  preach 
tlieu  arose,  when  I>ow  turned  on  his  heel,  saying,  “ We  will 
repair  to  the  grove,”  and  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  got 
out  of  a window,  and  the  people  following  en  masse,  sat  on 
the  ground  and  on  boards  and  planks  brought  along  for  the 
purpose.  And  there,  under  the  shade  of  the  Parmelee 
woods,  Dow  standing  on  a stump,  preached,  as  I am  told, 
from  these  words : “ In  the  midst  of  the  street  of  it  and 
;bn  either  side  of  the  river,  was  there  the  tree  of  life,  which 
bare  twelve  manner  of  fruit,  and  yielded  her  fruit  every 
month;  and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of 
the  nations.” 

Whether  this  meteor-like,  eccentric  man  was  ever  through 
this  section  more  than  once,  1 have  not  had  the  means  of 
learning.  This  earnest  man  was  related  to  the  ancestors  of 
Mr.  1).  Burley,  of  Springfield.  But  Methodism,  while 
having  had  men  who  were  quite  exceptional  in  their  modes, 
lias  depended  upon  methodic,  earnest  workers,  and  ex- 
pected all  to  do  their  part  to  carry  forward  the  great  work 
of  saving  souls.  So  much  was  this  the  ease  that  one  writer 
of  those  times  says  that  “everybody  who  came  into  the  so- 


cieties at  that  time  was  expected  to  be  a worker.”  Anoth.-r 
resolute  preacher,  by  the  name  of  Erkenbrack,  was  efTn  i-nt 
in  the  work  on  this  circuit,  and  evidences  are  nunn-nm* 
showing  that  among  Methodist  societies  where  he  labored 
there  were  revivals  almost  yearly. 

In  1819  and  1820  Mr.  Paddock,  being  stationed  at 
Cooperstown,  was  greatly  instrumental  in  helping  in  a 
marked  revival  which  took  place  there.  Mr.  Paddock  and 
the  Presbyterian  pastor  worked  together  like  Christian 
brothers,  and  seeing  above  a hundred  added  to  each  church. 
At  this  time  revivals  of  great  power  took  place  all  through 
the  Methodist  connections.  During  about  this  time  an- 
other marked  man  was  on  this  district, — Rev.  George  Garv, 
— who  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Otsego  County,  but  burn 
again  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  under  the  labors  of  lb-v. 
Mr.  Sabin,  a Methodist  preacher,  and  began  to  preach 
when  lie  was  sixteen,  and,  though  a boy,  was  a marvel  of 
holy  eloquence,  and  he  is  still  remembered  with  high  ap- 
preciation by  those  who  are  aged. 

During  these  years  school-house  preaching  places  eame 
to  be  very  common,  and  not  a few  circumstances  arose 
where  envious  or  hating  spirits  sought  to  lock  the  doors 
and  keep  out  the  preacher  and  the  people,  and  nearly  every 
school-house  in  Springfield,  especially  in  this  eastern  part, 
has  been  at  some  time  locked  against  them.  All  these 
years  Methodist  preachers  had  been  more  intent  on  saving 
souls  and  forming  societies  than  in  building  church  edifice;-. 
And  thousands,  yea.  millions  of  souls  will  rise  up  in  the 
last  day  and  bless  God  that  in  the  time  of  pioneer  life  these 
unwearied  men  of  undaunted  courage  and  mighty  faith 
were  among  the  cabins,  the  barns,  and  the  school-houses, 
calling  men  everywhere  to  repentance,  and  saying  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  has  come  nigh  unto  you.  And  though 
while  this  kind  of  work  was  being  done,  and  the  workers 
were  called  by  some  people  anything  but  ministers  and 
Christians,  yet  as  soon  as  any  persons  converted  by  their 
labors  were  found  with  the  least  desire  of  entering  into  an- 
other denominational  fold  they  were  greeted  with  a wel- 
coming smile  and  a ready  hand,  and  uot  unfrequently  with 
the  patronizing  remark,  “ that  it  was  wise  of  them  not  to 
stay  among  that  fanatic  sect.”  Yes,  many  a church  would 
have  died  long  ago  but  for  the  impulse  in  spirit  aud  num- 
ber it  has  received  from  a log  cabin,  a barn,  or  a sell  • 1- 
house  revival,  wrought  by  the  power  of  God  through  tin 
unselfish  labors  of  the  circuit-riders.  But  the  time  came 
when  Methodism  began  to  build,  for  she  had  taken  r»>t  to 
stay  ; and  so  it  was  in  Springfield.  And  at  this  time  matt) 
of  the  old  family  names  of  Springfield  are  found  "ii  the 
scanty  records  of  those  early  times.  The  Hardys.  Gra\>. 
Basingers,  Burlingames,  Carrols,  Cooks,  Parmelees,  Arndt.-. 
Dolphins,  Fields,  Francis,  Centers,  Johnsons,  Hath  boms*. 
Stock  leys,  Stockers,  Shauls,  Van  Aukins,  Pinckney?.  ill* 
seys,  Scotts,  and  scores  of  others.  Some  of  these  r m on  ■ 
but  the  most  of  these  names  are  now  represented  by  t r 
descendants. 

But  building  time  came;  a meeting  was  called  in  • >r- 
mony  with  the  statutes  of  the  State  to  organize  a : 
ecclesiastical  body,  and  plan  for  the  building  ol  a i bun  n 
The  meeting  then  called  was  to  convene  at  the  setvoi  i* 
at  East  Springfield,  on  April  8,  1833.  And  on  that  d >_\  it 
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did  convene  and  methodically  attended  to  the  work,  and 
during  the  year  following  the  church  was  erected.  From 
this  time  forward  we  have  definite  records  of  our  progress  as 
a church.  Of  the  meeting  for  organization,  Peter  I.  Wal- 
rath  was  made  chairman,  and  Abram  I.  Arndt  was  secre- 
tary; and  this  resolution  was  passed : That  the  church  be 
called  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Springfield, 
and  that  five  trustees  be  appointed  for  the  society.  The 
trustees  elected  were:  Benj.  Huntington,  Benj.  Stocker, 
Samuel  B.  Merril,  Richard  W.  Turner,  Samuel  Brewer. 
And  the  building  committee  consisted  of  Levi  Gray,  Samuel 
Brewer,  and  Brewster  Conklin. 

I do  not  find  figures  definite  enough  to  enable  me  to 
specify  the  numbers  in  the  various  classes  making  up  the 
society  at  that  time.  But  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
strength  of  the  society  was  such  as  to  make  it  flourishing, 
at  least  if  we  may  judge  from  the  standing  of  the  minister 
who  was  appointed  to  serve  the  organized  charge.  Rev. 
Lyman  Sperry  was  the  first  preacher,  serving  from  1834  to 
1836,  Andrew  Peck  being  presiding  elder,  and  during 
this  incumbency  there  was  a very  marked  revival,  and  a 
large  increase  in  numbers.  There  are  many  who  remember 
him.  Andrew  Peck  was  from  a Middlefield  family  which 
gave  five  strong  men  to  the  ministry,  one  of  whom  is  now 
a bishop  in  our  church.  Mrs.  Grout  is  a descendant  of 
this  family.  Mr.  Sperry  was  followed  by  Benijah  Mason, 
serving  two  years,  and  a marked  revival  on  Willsey  Hill 
took  place  at  this  time,  transpiring  in  June  of  one  of  his 
years.  Meetings  were  held  in  a large  barn,  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Henry  Van  Aukin.  From  1838  to  1840  Henry  Hal- 
stead was  pastor,  and  Z.  Paddock  presiding  elder.  Here 
was  another  son  of  this  section  brought  up  and  converted 
at  Warren  ; and  his  father  and  mother  were  buried  in  one 
of  the  Warren  cemeteries.  The  mother  of  the  two  strong 
men — B.  G.  and  Z.  Paddock — loved  her  old  familiar  Bible 
so  well  that  she  instructed  that  it  should  be  placed  beneath 
her  head  in  the  coffin.  Revival  blessed  the  community 
under  Brother  Halstead,  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  Leon- 
ard Bowdish,  from  1840  to  1842.  Then  Edward  W. 
Breckenridge  held  the  pastorate  two  years,  and  was  the 
means  of  an  extensive  revival.  He  was  followed  in  the 
pulpit  by  Lucius  Cary  Rogers,  and  the  succeeding  two 
years  were  filled  by  Henry  Halstead  again,  and  Lyman 
Sperry  as  the  presiding  elder.  And  the  society  must  have 
been  pleased  and  profited  by  seeing  these  men  once  more. 

Next  in  order  we  find  A.  E.  Daniles,  two  years,  revival 
and  all ; then  Moses  L.  Kern,  two  years,  revival  also.  And 
dining  these  years  just  mentioned  most  of  the  present 
older  members  were  converted.  D.  C.  Dutcher  occupied 
the  pulpit  one  year,  1853,  followed  by  George  C.  Elliott. 
The  members  who  arc  now  fifty  years  old  and  above,  speak 
of  these  years  just  mentioned  as  years  when  the  society 
was  in  strong  estate  and  large  prosperity.  This  was  the 
time  of  its  marked  success.  At  this  time  the  parsonage 
tangle  began,  and  its  effects  are  not  full)-  ended  yet.  How 
wise  and  firm  and  unselfish  the  counselings  and  administra- 
tion of  the  church  should  be  ! 

Rev.  Joseph  Shank,  a man  of  marked  ability,  was  pastor 
one  year.  Then  Silas  Comfort  from  1857  to  1858.  He  was 
followed  by  Rev.  George  Parsons,  a genial,  earnest,  faithful  ' 


man  and  minister,  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Mc- 
Donald, a resolute  and  vigorous  minister,  from  1861  and 
1862.  Rev.  James  Weeks  filled  one  year  and  was  re-ap- 
pointed the  second,  but  was  by  ecclesiastical  consent  changed 
for  I.  0.  Bower,  and  with  no  advantage  to  the  society. 
Rev.  George  Parsons  again  appointed,  1S65-67,  who 
labored  faithfully  in  the  interests  of  the  church  and  with 
marked  success.  Rev.  L.  E.  Marvin  served  two  years, 
1868—69.  At  this  time  the  plan  and  labor  of  remodeling 
the  church  took  place,  at  an  expense  of  about  §3500. 
After  this,  in  quick  succession,  followed  as  pastors  Revs. 
G.  Mead,  L.  B.  Gray,  Father  Houghton,  Frederick  Gates, 
and  L.  E.  Marvin,  again  ; and  lastly,  Rev.  G.  B.  Fairhead, 
1S75-77.  The  presiding  elders  who  have  served  during 
these  later  years,  and  who  have  rendered  their  measure  of 
counsel  and  help  to  our  Zion,  are  Revs.  I.  Parks,  Wm. 
Bixby,  J.  T.  Wright,  A.  B.  Gregg,  and  the  present  incum- 
bent, A.  E.  Corse,  who  closes  his  very  acceptable  quadren- 
nial with  this  year.  During  these  last  years  the  society 
has  had  something  of  a struggle.  But  everybody  now  in 
relation  with  the  society  feels  that  the  church  is  again 
heading  out  to  sea,  well  manned,  and  having  a good  pros- 
pect of  a prosperous  voyage. 

No  doubt  it  will  be  desirable  to  give  the  statistics  of  the 
society  at  present  and  in  the  more  recent  past.  At  the 
close  of  Brother  Marvin’s  last  year,  there  are  reported  in 
the  minutes  69  members  in  full  connection  and  47  on  pro- 
bation, making  a total  of  116.  And  in  the  same  report 
we  find  four  children  and  fifteen  adult  baptisms.  The  next 
year  shows  91  in  full  membership  and  51  probationists,  a 
total  of  142.  The  last  year  120  members  in  full  and  10 
probationists,  total  of  130,  which  shrinkage  arose  from  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  probationers  had  left  the  charge,  and 
a few  had  received  letters,  and  a few  had  died.  The  present 
figures  stand:  probationers,  16;  members  in  full,  116  ; total, 
142.  The  increase  of  membership  of  these  more  recent 
years  was  the  result  of  the  revival  during  the  last  year  of 
Brother  Marvin’s  administration,  in  which  Revs.  P.  and 
L.  B.  Gray  rendered  much  assistance.  These  two  minis- 
ters were  reared  in  this  town  and  received  their  first  license 
from  this  church,  and  a revival  in  the  following  year  which 
began  under  the  labors  of  Rev.  O.  Parker,  an  earnest 
evangelist,  whose  labors  were  blessed  to  many  hearts.  He 
conducted  services  three  weeks  at  the  Presbyterian  church, 
the  Methodist  church  fully  uniting,  after  which  the  series 
of  meetings  were  continued  in  the  Methodist  church  for 
the  period  of  three  weeks  or  more.  From  these  efforts 
both  churches  were  considerably  strengthened. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : Rev. 
S.  Salisbury,  pastor ; Rev(  L.  E.  Marvin,  supernumerary ; 
Rev.  E.  Everett,  local  deacon ; Wm.  E.  Ilardv,  V.  C. 
Snyder,  and  D.  W.  Gray,  stewards  and  trustees  ; E.  S. 
Francis,  Charles  Gray,  C.  C.  Center,  T.  L.  Grout,  and  D. 
Buckus,  stewards;  \\  m.  Marks,  L.  V\  . Rathbone,  A.  Cck, 
and  E.  Bush,  trustees;  T.  L.  Grout,  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. 

ST.  taul’s  episcopal  CHURCH.* 

The  only  church  of  this  denomination  in  the  town  is 
located  at  East  Springfield,  and  was  organized  at  a meeting 
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held  on  the  25th  of  Jauuary,  1S71,  Rev.  D.  L.  Swartz, 
rector  Grace  church,  Cherry  Valley,  presidin';.  The  fol- 
lowing were  chosen  first  officers:  James  II.  Cooke  and 
Sheldon  A.  Young,  wardens;  II.  II.  Davy,  G.  II.  Fowler, 

S.  Seward,  T.  L.  Grout,  Daniel  Gilchrist,  G.  W.  Branch, 
John  Seollard,  and  Robert  Walrath,  vestrymen.  The  first 
rector  after  the  organization  of  the  parish  was  Rev.  D.  L. 
Schwartz,  who  was  soou  succeeded  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Baker, 
the  present  rector. 

The  church  was  erected  during  the  summer  of  1S74  at 
a cost  of  about  §3500,  and  was  consecrated  by  Bishop 
Wm.  C.  Doane  September  17,  the  same  year. 

Services  had  previously  been  held  in  Seward’s  Hall  for 
a period  of  nearly  eight  years  ; the  rectors  of  Grace  church, 
Cherry  Valley,  Flavel  S.  Mines  and  D.  L.  Schwartz,  and 
Charles  Sykes,  of  St.  Luke’s,  Richfield  Spa,  officiating. 

The  present  officers  are  II.  H.  Davy  and  J.  H.  Cook, 
wardens;  John  Seollard,  II.  H.  Davy,  G.  R.  Fowler, 
Robert  Walrath,  S.  A.  Young,  T.  S.  Fitch,  J.  II.  Cooke, 
and  Daniel  Gilchrist,  vestrymen.  The  names  of  the  present 
members  are  Mrs.  L.  Whipple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Walrath, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Guardineer,  Anna  B.  Sinclair,  T.  S.  Fitch, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cooke,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Branch,  Mrs.  R. 
Bigelow,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Seollard,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Baker, 
Susie  and  Nellie  Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  II.  II.  Davy,  E.  E. 
Davy,  J.  II.  Davy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  Young,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Keene. 

EVERGREEN  LODGE,  NO.  G3,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

This  lodge  opened  by  dispensation  at  Warren,  Herkimer 
county,  Feb.  1,  1855.  Its  first  officers  were  as  follows: 

A.  L.  Starkweather,  W.  M. ; Rufus  W.  Crane,  S.  W. ; 
Charles  Do  Long,  J.  W. ; Henry  M.  Beach,  Sec.  This 
lodge  was  subsequently  moved  to  Springfield  Centre,  its 
present  home.  The  present  (1877)  Master  is  S.  R.  Stewart. 

RISING  SUN  LODGE,  NO.  135,  F.  AND  A.  31., 
now  obsolete,  was  organized  at  West  Springfield.  Its 
charter  was  granted  March  5,  1806,  and  the  first  meeting 
was  held  on  the  10th  of  the  following  August,  at  which 
the  following  officers  were  chosen  : Alexander  Sprague, 
W.  M.;  Anson  Green,  S.  W. ; Jos.  McGee,  J.  W. ; Na- 
thaniel Kimball,  Sec. ; Samuel  Crafts,  Treas. ; Daniel 
Hewes,  S.  D.  ; Aaron  Bigelow,  J.  D. ; John  Tennant,  Jr., 
Steward;  Daniel  Gilchrist,  Steward;  Spencer  Cone,  Tyler. 

This  charter  was  granted  by  General  Jacob  Morton, 
Grand  Master;  Cadwallader  Coldcn,  S.  G.  W. ; Martin 
Hoffman,  Esq.,  I).  G.  M. ; Hon.  Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 
^q.,  J.  G.  W.  This  lodge  continued  in  existence  until 
some  time  in  the  year  1S25,  when  it  suspended,  and  its 
charter  aud  jewels  arc  now  in  the  possession  of  Evergreen 
lodge. 

SPRINGFIELD  IN  THE  REBELLION. 

Springfield  responded  nobly  to  her  country’s  call,  as  the 
following  record  exhibits,  being  the  names  of  those  who 
enlisted  from  this  town,  as  compiled  by  G.  W.  Van  Deveer 
in  1865  : 

Philip  V.  V.\n  Horn,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  0,  1802;  prom,  to  sorgt. ; 
in  battl-s  of  South  Mountain,  Kappuimuuock  Station,  Mint*  Unit,  Cold  j 
liurior,  ami  Petersburg;  in  buttles  with  Sheridan  in  Shenandoah  \ alley 
and  Fort  Fi*»her;  wounded  in  charge  on  Petersburg,  April  2 ; dis.  July  5,  I 
l So. 


George  L.  Pork,  mil.  in  Co,  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug  28,  1802;  In  liattle  of  Wildrr- 
II CHS  ; killed  in  buttle  of  Cold  Harbor  and  buried  on  the  Held. 

George  W.  Vuii  Deveer,  oul.  in  the  66th  Rogt.,  Feb.  21,  1802,  inns.;  in 

of  Fair  Oak*,  Peach  Orchard,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  MaJ- 
vern  Hill ; dis.  Aug.  ‘J,  1862. 

Henry  D.  Wilncy,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  19,  1862;  In  battle  of  Yellow 
lkiyou;  dis.  July  20,  1865. 

Del oa  Coburn,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  lf>2d  Regt.,  Aug.  28, 1862 ; in  buttb-B  of  Wildorm-**, 
Spot  fry  Ivan  a,  Cold  Harbor,  North  Anna,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  and 
Kearns*  Station;  din.  July  20,  1865. 

Alonzo  Hardy,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  18G2;  in  battles  of  Mine  Run 
an<l  Reams’  Station;  dis.  July  20,  1865. 

Michael  Skinnion,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  l"»2d  Regt.,  Sept.  11,  1862;  in  l»attles  of  Wil- 
derness,  Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  North  Anna,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom, 
and  Reams’  Station  ; dis.  July  20,  i860. 

Barney  Manjusee,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  Nov.  5,  18GI ; lu  buttles  of  Gain***’ 
Mill**,  Bull  Run,  Rappahannock  Station,  and  South  Mountain;  wounded; 
re-enl.  in  186th  Regt.;  dis  June  2,  186.'). 

William  S.  Center,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  18,  1863;  in  battles  of 
Petersburg  and  Weldon  Roads;  prom,  to  corp. ; dis.  June  26,  1805. 

Edwin  J.  Winslow,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Aug.  11),  1862;  in  battles  of 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Deep  Bottom,  Mine  Run,  and  Petersburg:  dis.  May  29, 1*05. 

Albert  C.  Heath,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  19,  18G2;  wounded  in  buttle  of 
the  Wilderness  ; died  May  12,  1864. 

Henry  D.  Oliver,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  ICth  Art.,  Sept.  2-5, 1863;  in  battles  of  Malv*  m 
Hill  and  Deep  Bottom;  dis.  May  23,  1865. 

Thomas  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  16,  1802;  in  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  Antictam,  Fredericksburg,  Chnncellorsvillp,  Spottsylvania,  Cold 
Harbor,  Weldon  Railroad,  Gettysburg,  Hatcher  s Run,  etc.*  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania;  dis.  July  5,  1865. 

Andrew  J.  Wilsey,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Aug.  22,  1862;  in  battles  of  Wilder- 
ness,  Spottsylvania,  (..’old  Harbor,  Petersburg,  etc.;  dis.  June  27,  1805. 

Daniel  Cosgrove,  enl.  in  Co.  I>,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  22,  18G2;  in  battles  of  \\  ildcr- 
ncss,  Petersburg,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Mine  Run,  Reams'  Station, 
and  White  Oak  Swamp;  wounded;  discharged. 

Ilenry  T.  Fergesou,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Berdan’s  Sharpshooters,  Oct.  25,  1861  ; in 
in  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House  and  Seven  Days’  Battle  before  Richmond  ; 
dis.  Sept.  28, 1862. 

Clias.  T.  Ferguson,  liuut.,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  in  Aug.  1862;  in  reserve 
at  Antictam  and  South  Mountain  ; dis.  Nov.  10, 1862. 

Edward  G.  Furgeson,  enl.  in  Co.  C’,  16th  Art. ; in  siege  of  Petersburg,  etc. 

John  White,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  I52d  Regt.,  Aug.  22,  1862;  in  battles  of  Wilderness, 
Stone  Ridge,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Deep  Bottom,  Mine  Run,  l’ett  rs- 
burg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Reams’  Station,  etc.;  wounded  at  Petersburg ; dis. 
July  13, 18G5. 

Alvey  Woffle,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Aug.  16, 1864;  in  battles  ; dis.  May 
28,  1865. 

Joel  G.  White,  enl.  in  the  G6th  Regt.,  Feb.  21, 1862 ; in  battles  of  Fair  Oaks, 
Gainesville,  Seven  Days’  Fight  before  Richmond,  etc.;  dis.  Aug.  9,  1802. 

Janies  Jennings,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1862;  in  battle  of  Wilder- 
d ernes.**;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania;  dis.  July  18,  i860. 

David  Allen,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Cav.,  Aug.  29,  1861;*  in  battles  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  Bull  Run,  Antictam,  Brandy  Station,  Gettysburg,  and  Wilder- 
ness; in  Shenandoah  valley  with  Sheridan  ; dis.  Dec.  28,  i860;  re-enlisted 
in  same  regt.;  dis.  June  23,  1805. 

James  L.  L.  Caster,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  Sept.  21,  1861 ; iti  battles  of  Rap- 
pahannock Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  Gainesville,  Bull  Run,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietani,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run, 
and  Wilderness,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner;  exchanged  31  arch  1,  1?65  ; 
dis.  March  12,  1805;  prom,  to  2d  lieut.,  Co.  B,  Jan.  2,  186*. 

George  li.  Howe,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  14,  1SG2;  in  battles  of 
Hatcher’s  Run  and  Borden  Plank-Road;  dis.  July  13,  1865. 

William  II.  Nestle,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  15,  186- ; dis.  in  1863;  re-enl. 
in  the  20th  N.  Y.  11.  Art.,  in  1864;  in  battles  of  Petersburg  and  Hatcher  s 
Run;  dis.  May  18,  1865. 

Abram  Allen,  enl.  in  Co’  D,  I52d  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1862;  detailed  as  blacksmith  ; 
dis.  June  30,  1865. 

Robt.  S.  Christman,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  July  19,  1862  ; in  battles  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, Cellar  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Weld  u 
Railroad,  Hatcher’s  Run,  Winchester,  Fisher  a Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Peters- 
burg, and  Sailor's  Creek  ; dis.  July  6, 1865. 

James  Bullis,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Cav.,  Aug.  16,  1861;  in  battles  of  Second  B-iil 
Run,  Cellar  Run,  ami  Antictam  ; dis.  Get.  14,  1862. 

Alfred  J.  Christman,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  Cav.,  July  29,  1862;  in  l»attl  s of  Gettys- 
burg, Bull  Run,  and  Reams’  Station ; killed  at  Remus' Station,  June  • 1 * •* 

Isaac  Whipple, enl.  in  Co.  E,  I2lst  Regt.,  July  29,  1>G2;  iu  buttle  of  Fredericks- 
burg; died  at  Brandy  Station. 

John  Wiles,  enl.  iu  Co.  D,  1 V2d  Regt.;  killed  in  Kittle  of  Laurel  Hill. 

Richard  A.  Morse,  enl.  in  the  66th  Regt.,  Fab.  21,  1862;  died  at  (.•  id  »-  * 
June  2,  1862. 

Abel  11.  Morse,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  6 1802;  dis.  Aug.  31,  1' 

Geo.  J.  Adams,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  1 *.  1862;  iu  Kittle  of  I :-  b-ri*  '*• 
burg  ; taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  sent  to  Am. 
ville;  removed  to  Florence,  S.  C.,  and  ilioil  Sept.  ‘26,  1864. 

James  W.  Yibbard,  enl.  iu  Co.  I),  1 -2d  Urgt.,  S«*pt.  5,  1862.  in  l-attb  * ■•f  " 
derness,  Spoit-y Ivaniu,  Stony  Ridge,  Deep  lkittoui,  Hatcher  s K'in,  »•*•* 
Reams'  Station  ; dis.  July  13,  1865. 
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St«|»lien  E.  Louden,  enl.  in  Co.  I>,  li«l  Art.,  Sept. 9,  1864  ; in  battles  before  Peters- 
burg ami  Kb  hmoiid. 

John  li.  Louden,  enl.  in  Co.  P,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  16,1862;  in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Deep  Bottom,  Reams’  Station,  and  before  Petersburg  and 
Richmond;  dis.  July  13,1805. 

Bruce  Shipman,  cnl.  in  Co  K,  76tl>  Regt.,  Nov.  5, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Gaines- 
ville,  Second  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Autictum,  and  Gettysburg;  dis. 
Nov.  6,  1864. 

Ancil  Thayer,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132*1  R**gt.,  Aug.  28,  1862 ; in  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness, Todd’s  Tavern,  S|<ottsy lvauia,  Locust  Grove,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
Petersburg;  discharged. 

Lorenzo  Gilmore,  enl.  ill  Co.  D.  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  14,  1862;  in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness, Todd's  Tavern,  $i’°tt>ylvania,  and  Cold  Iiatbor;  taken  prisoner 
at  Petersburg  and  sent  to  Florence,  N.  G\,  where  he  died  Nov.  4,  1^04. 

Peter  Gilchrist,  cnl.  in  Co.  I>,  152*1  Regt.,  Aug.  23,  1862;  dis.  Dec.  18, 1862. 

John  Gilchrist,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  23,  1862. 

John  Taft,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152(1  Regt.,  Aug.  24,  1802;  in  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spot tsy lvauia,  and  Hanover  Junction  ; taken  prisoner  at  Petersburg,  and 
was  in  prison  at  Libby  Prison.  Belle  Isle,  Andersonville,  Charleston,  and 
Florence;  exchanged  Feb.  27,  I860;  and  tii.-*.  May  13,  1865. 

Parker  D.  Fay,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132d  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1862 ; rose  from  the  ranks  to 
captain. 

Philip  K.  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76tli  Regt.,  Nov.  4, 1861 ; 1st  lieu t.  by  pro- 
motion ; ill  battles  of  1st  and  2d  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Spottsy lvauia,  and  Petersburg;  wounded  at  Fisher's  Hill ; dis. 
July  9,  1865. 

Willium  W.  Ayres,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  5,1862;  in  battles  of  Mine 

^ Run,  Reams’  Station,  and  Morton’s  Ford  ; dis.  April  18, 1864. 

George  A.  Woodcock,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  R'  gt.,  Nov.  4,  1861;  in  battles  of 
Rappahannock  Station,  Gainesville,  Second  Bull  Iluu.  South  Mountain, 
Antiotum,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg;  dis.  Dec.  3,  1864. 

Ely  Smith,  enl.  iu  Co.  D,152d  Regt.,  Sept.  6,  1862  ; dis.  Dec.  C,  1862. 

Fitz  James  Ely,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  23,  1863;  in  battle  of  Petersburg, 
etc. 

Squire  Philips,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Jan.  1, 1804:  in  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Spottsylvania,  Wilderness,  Cold  Harbor,  etc.;  dis.  June  26,  1865. 

David  Philips,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Jan.  1, 1864;  in  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  May  12  and  111,  Bethesda  Church,  and  Cold  Harbor; 
killed  in  the  charge  on  Petersburg,  June  17, 1864;  buried  on  the  held. 

George  Merenuss,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132d  Regt.,  Sept.  14,1862;  in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Hanover  Court- 
House  ; dis.  Jujy  20,  1863. 

Jacob  A.  Mereness,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.;  ift  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  Hanover  Court-House,  etc.;  dis. 
July  20,  I860. 

John  W.  Mereness,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  14, 18G2;  in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Ilanover  Court- 
House  ; dis.  Aug.  1, 1865. 

Isaac  W.  Druce,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  15, 1862;  in  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvania,  and  Hanover  Junction  ; taken  prisoner  at  Peters- 
burg, and  sent  to  Anderson  ville,  where  he  died,  Nov.  16,  1SG4. 

Jesper  Sullivan,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  16th  Art.,  Sept.  23,  1863;  in  Rattles  of  Cold  Har- 
bor, Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and  Petersburg;  discharged. 

Daniel  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  18,  1863  ; in  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania, Gaiues’  Station,  Cold  Harbor,  Cemetery  Hill,  and  Peters- 
burg; dis.  June  26,  1865. 

James  B.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  26, 1863;  in  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness, Spottsi  Ivania,  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  Petersburg;  wounded 
at  Spottsy Ivunia ; dis.  July  20,  1865. 

Patrick  Sharky,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  19,  1862  ; dis.  May  19,  1863^ 
re-enl.  in  same  company  and  regiment. 

Patrick  Ward,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  29, 1863;  in  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, Sjiuttsylvania,  Cold  Harin'*!',  Seven  Pines,  Fredericksburg,  and  Peters- 
burg; wounded  at  Petersburg;  dis.  June  27,  1863. 

John  D.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I),  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  G,  1862  ; in  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness ; wou uded  ; dis.  July  3,  1865. 

Elias  Young,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132*1  Regt.,  Aug.  22,  1862;  in  battles  of  Mine  Run 
and  Morton's  Ford  ; pro.  to  capt.,  Jan.  28,  1804  ; res.  April  7,  1804. 

John  Land,  Jr.,  enl.  in  Co.  I).  132d  Regt.,  Aug.  22,  1862  ; in  battles  of  the  Wil- 

^ demons,  Spottsylvania,  Deep  Bottom,  and  Petersburg;  wounded  ut  Spott- 

+ sylvitnia;  pro.  to  capt.,  April  7,  1864;  dis.  Nov.  18,  18»4. 

George  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132d  Regt.,  Sept.  14,  1862. 

Joliu  H.  Doxtater,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  132*1  Kegt.,  in  1862;  supposed  to  be  «lead. 

John  Key  nor,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1862  ; dis.  in  July,  1865. 

George  W.  Van  Horne,  cnl.  in  Co.  II,  70th  Regt.,  Oct.  14,  1861  ; in  battles  of 
Bull  Run  ; discharged. 

John  D.  Sitts,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  75th  Regt.,  Oct.  25,  1861  ; in  battles  of  Cellar 
Mountain  aml  White  Sulphur  Springs  ; dis.  Dec.  lo,  1>62. 

Elijah  Sitts,  enl.  in  Co.  11,  76th  Regt.,  Sept.  7.  lv6l  ; iu  battles  of  White  Sul- 
phur Springs  and  Ced  ir  Mountain  ; dis.  Jan.  16,  1 '■'63. 

Gilbert  Wiers,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  70th  Regt.,  Oct.  14,  1>61  ; served  with  the  regt. 
nearly  two  years,  and  re-enl.  in  tin*  14th  H.  Art.;  «lis,  June  22,  181**3. 

William  WvhmI,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Aug.  26,  1862;  iu  buttle  of  Pine  Run  ; 
dis.  July  21, 1865. 

K*lwin  Small,  enl.  iu  Co.  M,  3*1  II.  Art.,  in  < K* t.  1861  ; dis.  July  1,  1863. 

William  Small,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  iu  Sept.  1862;  died  iu  Washington, 
Dec.  25,  1863. 


William  II.  Wall,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt  , in  1862;  captain. 

John  Caine,  enl.  in  the  Harris  Cav.  in  1861. 

William  E.  Marks,  cnl.  iu  Co.  D,  1st  U.  S.  S.,  in  1861  ; pro.  to  1st  lieut. ; dis.  Nov. 

26,  1864. 

John  Phinney,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  1st  U.  S.  S. 

George  W.  Devoe,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  Sept.  21,  1861;  in  battle*  of  2d  Bull 
Run,  Antietam.  Fredericksburg,  aud  Wilderness  ; wounded,  capture*!,  and 
died  in  Andersonvillo  prison. 

E.  W.  Powell,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  in  1861;  in  battles  of  Gainesville,  Cedar 
Mountain,  Rappahannock  Station,  Wildemes-*,  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain, 
Mine  Run,  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  killed,  July  1, 1863. 

James  W.  Van  Ilorne,  enl.  iu  Co.  E,  121st  llegt.,  July  21,1862;  dis.  April  14, 
1863. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  cnl.  in  Co.  C,  16th  II.  Art.,  Sept.  16,  1861  ; in  battle  front 
of  Richmond  ; dis.  May  29,  1863;  re-enl.  Sept.  16,  1803  ; dis.  Aug.  1,  1>**>5. 

John  Van  Bureti,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  16th  H.  Art.,  Sept.  14.  1803;  dis.  July  19,  ls**"i. 

Peabody  C«*ok,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt , July  30,  1862 ; in  battlo  of  Crumpton 
Pass;  (i is.  Jan.  1,  1804. 

Abner  D.  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  “Bates’  Battery,’1  Sept.  1804;  dis.  in  June, 
1865. 

Edward  Maxwell,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  24,  1862;  in  battles  of  tbe 
Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania;  wounded  ; dis.  June  29,  1865. 

Wm.  B.  Root,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1862;  dis.  Aug.  15,  1863. 

Wallace  J.  Root,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  1523  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  1862  ; mortally  wounded  in 
battle  of  Sjiottsylvania,  and  died  May  21,  1864. 

Benjamin  Parks,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1862 ; in  battles  of  the 
Wilderness, Spottsylvania,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom,  Hanover  Court-House, 
etc.;  dis.  July  20, 1865. 

William  H.  Palmer,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  76th  Regt.,  Sept.  22, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Cli  in- 
celloreville,  Petersburg,  Autictum,  Wilderness,  Bull  Run,  Weldon  Ru.lr**ad  ; 
wounded  ; dis.  Dec.  2,  1864. 

Orville  C.  Parsons,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121>t  Regt.,  July  22, 18G2;  in  battles  of  t lie 
Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg,  Salem  Church,  Rappahannock 
Station,  and  Funks  Town  ; dis.  May  20,  1865. 

David  Van  Buren,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  44th  Regt.,  Aug.  9,  1861 ; dis.  May  10,  1SC2. 

Minard  0.  Miers,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  3,  1862;  dis.  Dec.  13,  1863. 

George  Whitman,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Kegt.,  Sept.  14,  1862. 

Moses  N.  Hinds,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Sept.  G,  1862;  in  battles  of  tho 
Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania;  wounded  May  24,  and  died  May  25  18*34. 

John  D.  Sliaul,  lieut. -col.  of  the  7Gth  Regt.;  eul.  Uct.  4,  1861 ; dis.  Nov.  20, 
1862. 

James  D.  Winslow,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  16th  II.  Art.,  Oct.  3,  1863;  in  battles  of  Pe- 
tersburg, front  of  Richmond,  and  Dutch  Gap;  dis.  July  7,  1805. 

Joseph  Wiindow,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  6th  Cav.,  Oct.  1861 ; dis.  June  28,  i860. 

Lester  N.  Winslow,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  1861;  killed  at  Gainesville, 
Aug.  28,  1862. 

Walter  Anderson,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  16th  U.  Art.,  Oct.  1803  ; in  battlo  of  Yorktown  ; 
wounded;  dis.  July  21,  1805. 

John  Douglass,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  1863;  iu  battles  of  Petersburg  and 
before  Richmond;  discharged. 

Newton  Tucker,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152*1  Regt.,  Sept.  5,  186*2. 

Parker  Coleman,  enl.  in  the  “ Harris  Cav.,”  iu  1861. 

Delos  Thayer. 

Charles  B.  Coburn,  enl.  Aug.  28, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Cedar 
Mountain;  taken  prisoner;  discharged;  re-enl. Sept.  18, 1863, in  Siege  Art. 
brigade  band  ; dis.  Sept.  25, 1865. 

Levi  Coppernnll,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  3,  1862;  in  battles  of  1st  and 
2d  Fredericksburg  and  Sailor  s Heights;  wounded;  died  June  4,  l>03. 

Daniel  Allen,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  in  1861 ; dis.  N*»v.  1, 1S64. 

John  W.  Young,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  7Glh  Regt.,  Sept.  28,  1861,  capt.;  prom,  to  maj. 
Ang.  23, 1863  ; in  battles  of  Gainesville,  Rappahannock  Station.  Sulphur 
Springs,  2d  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  1>t  and  2d  Fredericks- 
burg, Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Chancellorsville,  ami  Gettysburg;  wounded 
ami  taken  prisoner  at  Gettysburg,  July  1, 1863;  remained  prisoner  four  and 
one-half  days,  ami  was  recaptured  by  the  Union  forces,  and  May  5 was 
again  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  remained  a prisoner  until  March  1, 
1865;  dis.  March  4,  1865. 

Frank  Isam,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  Dec.  1863;  dis.  June  27,  1865. 

Augustus  Limburger,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.,  July,  1862;  in  battles  cf  Wilder- 
ness, Spottsylvania,  and  Hanover  Junction  ; taken  prisoner  June  22,  l>64, 
and  confined  in  Libby  prison;  dis.  July  13,  1865. 

James  Tucker,  enl.  in  Co.  1),  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  1802. 

Henry  II.  Hewcs,  enl.  in  Co.  I),  152*1  Regt.,  iu  1862;  in  battles  of  Crumpton 
Pass  and  Antietam;  dis.  Feb.  23,  1863. 

Harrison  Van  Home,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  July  21,  1862;  in  battle  *-f 
Laurel  Hill;  wounded;  in  front  of  Richmond  and  Fort  Burnham;  *i»». 
Ang.  21, 1S03. 

Loroy  Weldon,  Courtland  Cob*.  Byron  Cole,  Edgar  Dewitt,  and  01  ville  Wol- 
cott. 

Alfred  Ve»ld**r,  onl.  in  Co.  B,  24tli  Cav.,  iu  186*4. 

John  S.  Gorton,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  24th  Cav.,  hi  18*4 ; died  in  New  York. 

John  Voorhees,  enl.  ill  Co.  K,76th  Regt.,  in  1861;  killed  at  Gainesville.  Ang. 
28,  1862. 

Elijah  J.  Chappell,  mil.  in  Co.  k,76th  Regt., Oct.  in,  1 SGI ; in  battles  of  2d  Bull 
Run  uud  NN  ildorness;  taken  prisouer  aud  sent  to  Auder>on ville  ; ?H|'p  H-*J 
dead. 

Henry  Crouse. 
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Most*  Sluchtry,  cut.  in  Co.  D,  152«l  Regt.,  in  18fi2. 

John  Brurnmor,  cnl.  in  Co.  I),  152d  in  1862. 

John  Brandon,  John  Slvnnion,  and  JoHt‘|di  Sundford. 

Charles  Devoo,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  70th  Regt.,  in  1801;  kill ch!  at  Gainesville,  Augr. 
28, 1862. 

James  Owens. 

Alfred  Chapman,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  7Gth  Regt.,  in  1861  ; In  kittles  of  Gninc*villet 
Rappahannock  Station,  Cedar  Mountain,  2d  Pull  Run,  Chantilly,  South 
Mountain,  Autictarn,  Union,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors  villa,  and  Mine 
Run  ; killed  at  Gettysburg. 

F ranch'  Chapman,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  7Gth  Regt.,  in  1801  ; in  battles  of  Gainesvillo, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Cedar  Mountain,  2d  Pull  Run,  Chantilly,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Union,  1st  and  2d  Fredericksburg,  Chancullorsville, 
and  Mine  Run;  killed  at  Gettysburg. 

David  Dingraan,  enl.  in  Co.  P,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1802;  in  battles  of  the  Wil- 
derness, Stony  Ridge,  Spottsylvauia,  Cold  Harbor,  and  Peep  Bottom;  dis. 
July  Id,  1805. 

II.  M.  Baird,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  147th  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1S02;  in  kittles  of  Gettysburg, 
Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburg,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvauia, 
and  North  Anna;  dis.  June  10,  1SG5. 

George  Eckerson,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  9th  V.  R.,  Aug.  7,  1802;  in  battles  of  Antietam, 
Fredericksburg,  ami  Gettysburg;  dis.  June  24,  1805. 

Menzo  A.  Keller,  enl.  iu  Co.  G,  97th  Regt.,  Aug.  19, 1801 ; in  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  South  Mountain,  Cedar  Mountain,  and 
Gettysburg;  five  times  wounded. 

Warren  F.  Salisbury,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  147th  Regt.,  Sept.  1,  1S04;  in  battles  of 
Faii  Oaks,  Fort  Harrison,  and  Fort  Fisher;  dis.  May  11,  1805. 

Adam  Hanlendorf,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  6th  Cav.,  Aug.  15,  1801;  in  battles  of  York- 
town,  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  Savago  Station,  Seven  Days’  Fight  before 
Richmond,  Ccntreville,  and  2d  Bull  Run  ; dis.  Jan.  14,  180.5. 

Luther  J.  Casler,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  2d  II.  Art.,  Feb.  1,  1804;  in  buttles  of  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court-House,  North  Anna  River,  Ferris’  Farm,  and  Cold  Harbor;  dis. 
May  15,  1805. 

Oliver  Carson,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  2d  Cav.,  Sept.  15,  1801  ; in  battles  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Bull  Run,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  Winchester;  wounded; 
dis.  Jan.  22,  1805;  re-enl.  in  1803;  dis.  June  30, 1805. 

John  Greiner,  enl.  iu  Co.  D,  Cth  Cav.,  Sept.  5,  1804;  in  battle  of  Lovardsville ; 
dis.  June  5,  1865. 

Geo.  D.  Sitts,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  Cth  Cav.,  Sept.  5, 1804;  in  battle  of  Lovardsville ; 
dis.  June  5,  1865. 

Daniel  A.  Young,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  93d  Regt.,  in  March,  1805  ; dis.  May  11, 18C5. 
rLowis  Bower,  enl.  iu  Co.  C,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  1802;  in  battles  of  Gettysburg, 
South  Mountain,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Rappahannock  Station, 
and  Mine  Run  ; dis.  June  9,  1805. 

Wesley  W.  Dexter,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  10th  II.  Art.,  Dec.  14,  18C3;  in  battles  in  front 
of  Richmond,  and  Fort  Fisher;  dis.  in  June,  1865. 

Joseph  B.  Watson,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  L.  Art.,  Oct.  11, 1802 ; in  battles  of  Wilson’s 
landing,  Petersburg,  and  front  of  Richmond  ; dis.  July  1,  1805. 

Daniel  H.  Shuul,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  192d  Regt.,  in  March,  1865;  dis.  in  May,  1865. 

Henry  Lambert,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  3d  Art.,  Aug.  16,  1864. 

Ingersoll  White,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  185th  Regt.,  $epr.  3, 1864;  in  battles  of  Hatcher’s 
Run,  Five  Forks,  Borden  Plank-Road,  Appomattox  Court-House,  and 
Peebles’  Run ; dis.  May  30,  1865. 

The  following  enlisted  in  the  navy  in  1864: 

John  Nelson,  Thomas  Bryan,  and  W.  Bastian. 

There  are  also  the  names  of  64  men  who  were  enlisted 
iu  Brooklyn,  and  credited  to  this  town. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


JAMES  n.  COOKE. 

Among  the  worthy  pioneers  of  Otsego  County  was  Abner 
Cooke,  grandfather  of  James  II.,  a native  of  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  born  Oct.  6,  176S.  He  settled  iu  the  northern  part 
of  the  present  town  of  Springfield  in  the  year  1788.  lie 
remained  on  his  original  location  a few  years,  and  then 
removed  to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  II is  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
viz.,  Mrs.  Susan  Conant,  John,  Paul,  Thomas,  Abner  Jr.,  ! 
and  Daniel.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a pioneer  inn-keeper,  and  the  ! 
first  “ pettifogger”  iu  Springfield.  lie  was  the  graduate  of  j 
no  law  school,  neither  had  lie  sat  under  the  tutelage  of  a ! 
Livingston,  a Kent,  or  a Walworth  ; but  he  was  possessed 
of  a quick  perception,  coupled  with  sound  judgment  and 


indomitable  will,  which  caused  him  to  be  sought  after  b\- 
the  early  litigants,  and  many  of  the  pioneer  attorneys  who 
had  been  trained  in  the  “ black-lettered  lore”  found  in  Abner 
Cooke  a foernan  worthy  of  their  steel.  II is  death  occurred 
on  the  homestead  farm,  March  18,  1853. 


Abner  Cooke,  Jr.,  father  of  James  II.,  was  a prominent 
and  influential  citizen.  He  was  elected  clerk  of  the  county 
of  Otsego  in  1829,  which  office  he  held  two  terms.  He 
subsequently  moved  to  New  York  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  law.  He  afterwards  became  a resident  of  Texas, 
and  was  chosen  chief-justice  of  that  State.  He  died,  leav- 
ing the  following  children,  viz. : William  N.,  residing  at 

San  Antonio,  Texas;  Mrs.  Catherine  Cornelia  Pierce,  resid- 
ing in  Boston ; Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy  ; James  II.,  and  Mi's.  Ann  Thompson,  residing  i:i 
Springfield.  Martha  Frances  Cooke,  a daughter,  died  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years. 

James  II.  Cooke  was  born  in  Springfield  in  1841.  and  is 
still  a resident  of  the  town.  lie  ever  manifests  an  interest 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  enterprising  and  substantial  citizens 
of  the  county.  He  is  a communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  is  senior  warden  of  St.  Paul’s  church,  Spring- 
field. 


ISAIAH  COOK. 

Isaiah  Cook  was  burn  in  Springfield,  Otsego  Co..  X.  ^ ■. 
June  28,  1839.  His  father,  John  Cook,  died  in  I'll, 
at  the  ago  of  forty-eight  years.  His  wife  died  about 
the  year  1823,  leaving  a family  of  six  children.  About 
two  years  after  his  wife’s  death  lie  married  Clara  ( outer, 
of  Springfield.  They  have  had  five  children,  \iz.,  David, 
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Mary  Ann,  Amanda,  Susan,  and  Isaiah,  the  youngest, 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  Ilis  father  died  when  lie  was 
about  two  years  of  age.  His  mother  married,  when  he  was 
about  five  years  of  age,  Mr.  David  Stocker.  They  lived 
on  the  farm  in  Springfield,  but  about  two  years  after  their 
marriage  the  children  became  separated  and  scattered,  seek- 
ing labor  and  homes  elsewhere.  Isaiah  Cook,  as  young  as 
he  was,  chose  the  labor  on  a farm,  and  followed  this  with 
vigor  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  Having  a fair 
—education,  both  his  mental  and  physical  strength  became 
more  fully  developed.  About  the  year  1857  he  began  his 
life-work  as  a carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  has  followed 
closely  ever  since  (excepting  an  interval  of  two  years  spent 
on  a farm),  and  expects  to  continue  in  that  vocation.  On 
July  4,  1SG0,  he  married  Lovina  Brown,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
who  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  They  have  but 
one  child,  John  Cook.  This  family — social,  friendly,  and 
kind — are  universally  esteemed. 

Rdsewhere  in  this  book  will  be  found  an  illustration  of 
their  home. 


LEVANT  W.  RATHBONE. 

The  Rathbone  family  are  among  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  in  the  town  of  Springfield.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  the  proprietor  of  a large  tract  of 
land,  embracing  about  1300  acres,  which  he  came  in  posses- 
sion of  and  settled  upon  about  the  year  1780.  This  prop- 
erty descended  to  his  nine  children,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  owning  a portion  of  it. 

Williams  Rathbone,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  “ Rathbone  homestead,”  Feb.  13,  1S00.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jemima  Greene,  was  a 
cousin  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
He  lived  his  entire  life  on  the  farm  deeded  him  by  his 
father,  obtaining  his  education  in  Albany.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  educational  matters,  and  for  many  years  was 
superintendent  and  inspector  of  schools.  He  was  also 
prominently  identified  with  the  official  history  of  the 
town  ; for  several  years  he  was  supervisor,  beside  holding 
other  offices  of  trust.  He  was  a man  of  great  energy  and 
uprightness  of  character.  He  was  possessed  of  high  social 
qualities,  genial  and  courteous,  and  won  the  esteem  of  all 
who  came  in  contact  with  him.  In  business  he  was  highly 
successful,  and  acquired  a competency. 

He  was  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  county. 
He  did  much  towards  the  improvement  of  the  stock  of  the 
cqunty.  For  several  years  he  was  president  of  the  county 
ag'ricultural  society,  and  was  a valuable  contributor  to  The 
Cultivator,  published  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  now  the  Country 
Gentleman. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  Chewgo,  a native  of  Montgomery 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  March  l‘J,  1800.  She  was 
an  amiable  and  intelligent  lady,  and  possessed  in  an  eminent 
degree  those  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  endeared 
her  to  all  who  knew  her.  They  were  blessed  with  four 
children, — two  girls  and  two  boys, — Jacob  C.,  Levant  Wil- 
liams, Dorlisca,  and  Augusta  L. 

Levant  Williams  Rathbone  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead, Dec.  15, 1824.  He  received  an  academical  education. 


When  he  attained  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming,  which 
occupation  he  has  since  followed,  in  connection  with  the 
milling  business  established  by  his  father.  Fully  appreci- 
ated by  his  fellow-townsmen,  he  has  been  called  to  many 
positions  of  trust.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  the  assessor  of 
the  town,  superintendent  of  the  poor  for  three  years,  and 
supervisor  two  terms.  Like  his  father,  he  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  has  done  much 
in  that  direction. 

Mr.  Rathbone  was  married  in  1S57  to  Miss  Levina  A. 
Van  Dusen,  daughter  of  William  Van  Dusen  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  Hollenbeck.  She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Egremont, 
Berkshire  Co.,  Mass.,  June  17,  1825.  When  a child  her 
parents  removed  to  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y. ; subsequently, 
however,  they  removed  to  the  town  of  Middlefield,  Otsego 
County,  where  they  still  reside. 

The  Rathbone  family  have  filled  a very  important  part 
in  the  history  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  and  have  marked 
the  family  name  indelibly  upon  it.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  reflects  credit  upon  his  worthy  progenitors,  and  is  in 
every  way  worthy  of  the  honorable  position  he  holds  among 
his  fellow-townsmen. 


CHAPTER  LXXII. 

TOWN  OF  UNADILLA. 

Organization — Geographical — Topographical  — First  Settlers  and 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — Incidents — Uuadilla  Hunts — 
Sherman  Page,  “Grand  Sachem” — First  Town-Meeting — Officers 
Elected — Documentary  History — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks 
from  1706  to  1S7S — Present  Town  Officials — Agricultural  and 
General  Statistics — Area — Assessed  and  Equalized  Valuation — 
Population  from  1S00  to  1375. 

This  was  one  of  the  three  towns  first  organized  after  the 
formation  of  the  county,  being  set  off  from  Otsego  on  the 
10th  day  of  April,  1792.  It  retained  its  original  dimen- 
sions until  1790,  when  the  town  of  Butternuts,  and  Suf- 
frage, now  Milford,  and  Otego,  now  Oneonta,  were  taken 
off.  Its  area  was  further  diminished  in  1822,  when  a part 
of  Huntsville,  now  Otego,  was  set  off,  and  a portion  was 
added  o Butternuts  in  1857. 

It  lies  at  the  junction  of  the  Unadilla  and  Susquehanna 
rivers,  and  is  the  southwestern  town  in  the  county,  bounded 
as  follows,  viz. : on  the  north  by  Butternuts ; on  the  oa>t 
by  Otego;  on  the  south  by  the  Susquehanna  river,  which 
separates  it  from  Delaware  county,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Unadilla  river,  which  separates  it  from  the  county  of 
Chenango. 

Its  surface  is  a hilly  upland,  the  summits  in  many  local- 
ities rising  to  the  height  of  300  to  500  feet  above  the  val- 
leys. The  soil  along  the  valleys  is  fertile,  consisting  of  an 
alluvial  loam,  while  on  the  uplands  a slaty  aud  gravelly 
loam  predominates. 

The  fertile  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  earlv  attracted  ti.  ■ 
attention  of  those  about  to  seek  a homo  in  the  forests  uf  the 
west,  and  it  is  said  that  the  first  white  settler  in  the  terri- 
tory now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  Unadilla  came 
prior  to  the  Revolution  ; but  of  these  we  have  no  records 
or  tradition  pointing  either  to  the  places  of  their  nativity 
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or  the  localities  in  which  they  squatted.  Unadilla  prior  to 
the  Revolution  was  wrapped  in  impenetrable  mystery,  so 
far  as  the  white  man  is  concerned.  We  know  that  it  was 
a favorite  resort  of  the  Romans  of  the  Forest,  and  that  they 
built  their  camp-fires  on  the  hillsides,  and  fished  in  the 
valleys.  It  was  frequently,  prior  to  and  during  the  Revo- 
lution, traversed  by  Brant  and  his  warriors,  en  route  from 
Oquago  (Windsor)  to  Cherry  V alley  and  the  region  of  the 
Mohawk.  But  it  was  not  until  peace  had  been  declared 
that  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  town  was  made. 

To  trace  the  history  of  a locality  from  its  beginning  and 
note  the  many  incidents  of  interest  is  a task  tlwit  requires 
much  careful  research,  and  is  attended  with  no  small  amount 
of  labor  and  vexation.  But,  while  it  entails  all  these,  there 
is  a charm  thrown  around  the  hallowed  remembrance  of 
‘‘ye  olden  time”  which  renders  the  task  in  a great  degree 
one  of  pleasure,  as  “ there’s  a melancholy  sweetness  in  the 
uamc  of  days  gone  by.” 

The  pioneers  of  Unadilla,  with  few  exceptions,  came  from 
NewEngland,  and  were  well  qualified  to  endure  the  hard- 
ships incident  to  the  early  settlements.  The  first  settlement 
in  the  town  was  made  along  the  Susquehanna  river,  on  the 
present  site  of  the  village,  in  about  the  year  1789  or  1790. 

VIEW  OF  UNADILLA  IN  1808. 

This  village  in  1808  comprised  fifteen  houses.  The  first 
house  on  the  north  side  of  the  street  going  west  was  a sort 
of  a “ dug-out”  or  hole  in  the  bank,  in  which  lived  a man 
named  Morgan.  He  was  evidently  an  itinerant,  as  nothing 
further  is  known  of  him.  Next  to  this  rude  habitation, 
and  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  stood  a house  owned 
and  occupied  by  Curtis  Noble.  Coming  on  west  lived 
Isaac  Hayes,  in  a dwelling  now  occupied  by  a son,  Clark 
I.  Hayes.  Following  this  stood  a dwelling  occupied  by  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,  named  Amos  Bostwick,  where 
now  is  located  a tenement-house  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Noble  & Hayes.  Where  Frank  Bacon  now  resides  stood 
a shoe-shop  owned  and  occupied  by  Fowler  P.  Bryant. 
Next  to  this,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  was  the 
house  of  Gurdon  Huntington.  This  dwelling  was  erected 
prior  to  1790,  and  is  still  standing,  the  only  building  among 
those  built  in  that  early  day  which  has  not  been  repaired 
or  remodeled.  While  with  the  march  of  time  other  struc- 
tures have  been  demolished  and  superseded  by  costly  resi- 
dences, neither  the  axe  of  the  destroyer  or  the  hammer  of 
the  artisan  have  touched  the  “old  house,”  and  it  stands  to- 
day and  claims  our  attention  as  a remembrancer  of  the  past 
and  a relic  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  building  is  now 
occupied  by  Peter  Hodge.  Next  west  of  the  Huntington 
house  stood  the  domicile  of  Solomon  Martin,  a part  of  which 
was  occupied  by  him  as  a store.  This  building  occupied 
the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Edward  B.  Gardner. 
Following  this  came  the  house  of  Stephen  Benton,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  resilience  of  a son-in-law, 
Major  C.  D.  Fellows.  Next  lived  Guido  L.  Bissell,  on 
premises  now  occupied  by  Eli  C'.  Belknap,  Esq.  The  next 
and  last  habitation  on  this  side  of  the  street  was  a building 
occupied  by  Aaron  Axtell,  which  stood  ou  the  site  of  the 
former  residence  of  J.  E.  Owens,  on  premises  now  owned 
by  Solomon  G.  Cone. 


On  the  east  side  of  the  street,  going  west,  the  first  house 
was  that  of  Daniel  Bissel,  on  premises  now  owned  by  II. 

C.  Gregory.  Samuel  Crooker  occupied  the  next  house, 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  rectory  of  St. 
Mathew’s  church.  From  this  point  there  was  no  building 
until  the  site  now  occupied  the  Unadilla  hotel  was  reached  ; 
here  stood  a tavern  kept  by  Dr.  Nijah  Cone.  Next  below  the 
tavern  was  a house  occupied  by  Jacob  Ilayes,  since  known 
as  the  Edson  place,  and  now  owned  by  P.  G.  Rifenbark. 
There  was  but  one  other  building  on  this  side  of  the  street, 
and  that  was  a rude  structure,  occupied  by  a Mr.  Slyter, 
on  lands  formerly  owned  by  Daniel  and  Gilbert  Cone,  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  Edward  Wiedman. 

The  first  grist-  and  saw-mill  was  erected  prior  to  1808 
by  Samson  Crooker,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
mills  of  M.  W.  Duley.  Goods  were  supplied  to  the  in- 
habitants first,  to  a small  extent,  by  Dr.  Huntington  and 
General  Solomon  Martin,  but  the  first  regular  merchants 
were  Noble  & Hayes,  who  occupied,  a building  which  stood 
near  the  present  residence  of  II.  Eells.  The. next  regular 
merchant  was  Albert  Benton,  who  opened  a store  in  the 
fall  of  1810,  on  the  site  occupied  by  the  Fellows  and  North 
block  and  the  store  of  Thomas  G.  North.  This  business 
was  conducted  by  Mr.  Benton  as  sole  proprietor  until  1S23, 
when  Major  C.  D.  Fellows  became  associated  with  him, 
and  except  at  brief  intervals  has  been  engaged  in  active 
business  since  with  various  firms.  The  business  is  now 
conducted  by  C.  D.  Fellows  & Son,  comprising  Major  C. 

D.  Fellow’s  and  son,  George  B.  Fellows. 

Wright  A Benjamin  were  also  early  merchants,  who 
opened,  simultaneously  with  Mr.  Benton,  a store  formerly 
occupied  by  Dr.  Huntington,  who  had  discontinued  business. 
This  building  is  now  located  on  lands  owned  by  Nicholas 
Price,  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  premises  of  L.  L.  Y\  ood- 
ruff,  fronting  the  river. 

The  settlers  were  not  destitute  of  religious  instruction, 
for  as  early  as  ISOS,  and  probably  previously,  lay-reading 
was  held  by  the  Episcopalians  in  the  school-house,  Abijah 
II.  Beach  usually  conducting  the  services.  The  first  reg- 
ular service  was  held  by  the  venerable  Father  Nash,  and  in 
1809  St.  Mathew’s  church  was  organized. 

Among  the  prominent  pioneers  of  Unadilla,  and  or.e 
whose  career  was  marked  with  honesty  of  purpose,  upright- 
ness, and  a desire  to  alleviate  the  wants  of  his  fellow-man. 
was  Dr.  Nijah  Cone,  of  honored  memory.  He,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  emigrated  from  Connecticut,  and  in 
1808  settled  in  this  village,  and  for  some  time  kept  a public- 
house,  mentioned  above  as  standing  at  that  time  upon  the 
present  site  of  the  Unadilla  hotel.  lie  was  a physician  ot 
•large  practice,  and  died  in  1802,  aged  eighty-four  years. 
Ilis  widow, — Lydia  Cone, — now  at  the  advanced  age  ot 
ninety-one  years,  is  living  with  her  son,  Lewis  G.  Cone,  and 
is  smart  and  active,  and  retains,  in  a remarkable  degree,  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  youth. 

David  Finch  was  an  early  settler,  and  located  in  ab-  ut 
the  year  1808.  Two  sons,  D.  ().  and  \Y . T.  Finch,  are 
residents  of  Dos  Moines,  Iowa.  The  former  is  a prominent 
attorney. 

Among  the  early  residents  of  the  village,  none  occupied 
a more  prominent  position  in  the  affairs  of  village,  townj 
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anil  county  than  Sherman  Page.  He  was  a prominent 
attorney,  and  occupied  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility within  the  gift  of  his  townsmen.  He  was  member 
of  assembly  in  1827,  and  a member  of  the  23d  and  24th 
congresses,  and  associate  judge  of  the  county.  He  erected 
a house  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of 
A.  G.  Owens.  II is  family  consisted  of  live  children, — two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Robert  was  an  attorney,  and 
removed  to  Flint,  Michigan,  where  he  died  ; the  other  son, 
Viuccnt,  is  a resident  of  Madison.  His  eldest  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Yates,  and  resides  in 
Waverly,  N.  Y.  Mary  and  Maria,  deceased,  were  twins. 
The  former  became  the  wife  of  William  II.  Emory,  and 
the  latter  of  Frederick  A.  Sands,  Esq.  Mr.  Sands  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  First  National  bank  of  Oxford,  N.  Y., 
and  is  ranked  among  the  wealthy  and  prominent  citizens  of 
the  county. 

Henry  Ogden  came  into  Unadilla  from  Catskill.  He 
was  a prominent  lawyer  and  a man  of  remarkable  social 
qualities.  He  was  member  of  assembly  in  1820.  He 
reared  a family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  eldest 
son,  Edmund  A.,  was  a graduate  of  West  Point,  and  an 
active  participator  in  the  frontier  wars.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  a major  in  the  regular  army.  Richard 
and  Frederick  Ogden  reside  in  California. 

Curtis  Noble,  mentioned  above  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Noble  & Hayes,  early  merchants,  was  an  energetic  and 
usefiil  citizen.  He  held  various  offices,  and  was  several 
times  supervisor  of  the  town.  Iu  those  days  shad  came  up 
the  Susquehanna  in  great  numbers,  and  the  inhabitants 
used  to  be  astonished  to  hear  the  fact  related  that  Curtis 
Noble  shot  a huge  one  out  of  the  uppermost  branches  of  a 
piue-tree.  This  singular  feat  was  explained  by  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Noble,  by  a well-directed  shot,  brought  down  a 
hawk,  in  the  talons  of  which  was  the  said  shad  ! Two  sons, 
George  and  Charles,  now  deceased,  were  residents  of  the 
village. 

Mr.  Noble’s  copartner,  Isaac  Hayes,  was  a man  who  did 
much  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  village,  and  was  prom- 
inent among  the  business  men  of  the  county.  He  was  also 
conspicuously  identified  with  the  politics  of  the  town  and 
county,  he  having  officiated  as  supervisor  for  ten  years, 
and  six  years  represented  this  county  in  the  legislature  as 
member  of  assembly.  Two  children  reside  in  Unadilla, 
viz.,  a son,  Clark  I.  Hayes,  and  Augusta,  wife  of  Arnold  B. 
Watson,  a prominent  citizen,  who  was  member  of  assembly 
in  1 S40,  and  is  one  of  the  present  directors  of  the  Albany 
and  Susquehanna  railroad.  Mr.  Watson  has  ever  tnani- 
Tested  an  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  was  foremost 
among  the  progenitors  of  the  Unadilla  academy. 

Among  the  earliest  settlers  was  Daniel  Bissel.  The  first 
town-meeting  was  held  at  his  house.  His  advent  into  the 
town  was  rendered  impressive  upon  the  inhabitants  by  bring- 
ing with  him  a half-bushel  of  silver  dollars.  Here  his  life 
was  passed,  and  here  he  died,  and  was  buried  on  the  banks 
of  the  Susquehanna.  The  present  dwelling  of  II.  J.  Launt 
stands  on  the  spot  where  his  remains  were  interred,  which 
have  long  since  returned  to  dust,  and  entirely  lost  their 
identity.  No  marble  slab  tells  to  the  passer-by  where  rest 
the  remains  of  this  old  pioneer. 


Among  others  who  located  prior  to  1706  was  Dr.  Gor- 
don Huntington,  who  was  a useful  and  honored  citiz  -n. 
Dr.  Huntington  was  the  first  town  clerk,  and  officiated  in 
that  capacity  seven  years;  was  supervisor  iu  1809,  and 
from  1803  to  1308  was  member  of  assembly. 

An  honored  pioneer,  and  the  first  saddler,  was  Abijah 
Beach.  Two  daughters,  Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Hayes  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Noble,  reside  in  this  village. 

The  first  cabinet  maker  was  William  Wilmot,  who  emi- 
grated from  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  settled  here  in  1810. 
He  erected  the  house  in  which  his  son  now  resides.  The 
cabinet  and  furniture  business  established  by  him  he  con- 
ducted during  life,  and  was  succeeded  iu  the  business  bv 
his  son,  D.  W.  Wilmot,  who  has  since  continued  it  at  the 
old  place.  One  daughter,  Mi's.  Allen,  resides  in  Chicago, 
and  Louisa  and  Emeline  live  in  the  village  with  D.  W. 
Wilmot. 

Joseph  Bragg  was  a leading  spirit  among  the  pioneers 
of  Unadilla,  and  during  many  years  was  the  owner  of  the 
village  mills,  and  also  rendered  himself  useful  to  the  com- 
munity and  the  traveling  public  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
public-house.  Two  sons  are  living,  viz.,  Edward  S.  Bragg, 
in  Fond  du  Lac,  who  was  a soldier  in  the  late  Rebellion, 
and  rose  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general ; and  Frederick,  in 
Chicago,  who  is  a prominent  citizen,  and  has  filled  many 
municipal  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 

Dr.  Edson  and  Dr.  John  Colwell  were  honored  citizens, 
none  of  whose  descendants  now  remain.  They  were  locally 
popular,  and  eminent  in  their  profeseion. 

Another  who  contributed  to  make  up  the  business  of  the 
village  was  Neil  Robinson,  a saddler  and  harness-maker, 
who  came  from  Hebron,  Conn.,  in  1S13,  and  settled  on 
premises  now  occupied  by  Widow  Wright.  He  is  still 
living  in  the  village  of  Corning,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-four  years.  His  wife  was  killed  by  lightning,  Get. 
7,  1826. 

Honored  and  upright  actors  in  the  early  scenes  were 
Daniel  and  Gilbert  Cone,  brothers  of  Dr.  Cone.  Gilbert 
was  a justice  of  the  peace  and  member  of  assembly. 
Daniel  occupied  no  official  position,  but  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all. 

An  early  tavern-keeper  was  Erastus  Kingsley.  The 
pioneer  blacksmith  was  Aaron  Axtell.  The  first  tannery 
was  erected  by  John  Eells,  who  came  from  Walton  in  1811, 
where  his  parents  had  settled  in  an  early  day.  He  was 
popular  among  his  fellow -townsmen,  and  filled  various  offie  ‘S, 
among  which  were  justice  of  the  peace  and  supervisor.  He 
was  one  of  the  foremost  in  organizing  the  Presbyterian 
church  ; was  one  of  the  first  deacons,  and  a ruling  spirit  of 
the  enterprise.  He  died  here  in  1870,  aged  ciglity-lbur 
years.  A son,  Horace  B.  Eells,  and  a daughter,  Caroline, 
the  wife  of  E.  C.  Belknap,  Esq.,  reside  in  the  village. 

An  honored  pioneer,  and  owner  of  a large  portion  of  the 
land  upon  which  the  village  is  located,  was  Stephen  B no  i. 
who  came  from  Massachusetts  and  settled  here  in  al  >ut  the 
year  1800,  on  premises  now  owned  by  a son-in-law.  Muj  r 
C.  D.  Fellows.  His  family  consisted  of  three  children, — 
one  sou  and  two  daughters.  The  son.  Albert  M..  resi  le.-  in 
Annapolis,  Md. ; Almira,  deceased ; Caroline,  also  dcec;iscd, 
1 was  the  wife  of  Major  Fellows. 
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Among  those  who  early  located  in  the  village  and  still 
reside  here  is  Major  C.  D.  Fellows.  He  came  to  Unadilla 
in  1816,  then  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  1823  he  mar- 
ried Caroline  Renton,  mentioned  above,  who  died  in  1871. 
He  is  a life-long  Democrat,  and  has  officiated  in  various 
positions  within  the  gift  of  fellow-citizens.  He  has  served 
several  terms  as  supervisor  of  his  town,  and  was  elected  to 
the  assembly  in  1844.  Major  Fellows  is  still  in  active 
business,  and,  although  past  the  Scriptural  age  of  three- 
score years  and  ten,  retains  much  of  his  youthful  vigor  and 
ambition.  He  has  two  children  living,  viz. : George  B.,  of 
the  firm  of  C.  D.  Fellows  & Son,  and  Elizabeth  M.,  wife  of 
Milo  B.  Gregory,  both  of  whom  are  residents  of  the  village. 

Prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of  Unadilla  and 
Otsego  County,  is  Colonel  Samuel  North,  who  settled  in  the 
village  in  1828.  He  has  served  in  various  official  capacities, 
and  is  closely  identified  with  the  politics  of  his  county  and 
State.  Iu  184!)  he  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  in  1853 
was  appointed  principal  clerk  in  the  apportionment  office  of 
the  post-office  department.  He  was  soon  after  appointed 
one  of  the  nineteen  special  agents  of  the  post-office  depart- 
ment, which  position  he  held  seven  years.  He  held  com- 
mission under  Campbell,  Brown,  and  Holt.  Colonel  North 
was  the  subject  of  considerable  notoriety  during  the  late 
Rebellion,  being  one  of  the  number  that  were  arrested  and 
thrown  into  the  old  capitol  prison  at  Washington,  charged 
with  forging  votes.  The  legislature  of  IS 63  passed  an  act 
requiring  the  governor  to  appoint  agents,  whose  duties 
should  be  to  visit  Washington,  “ give  general  attention  to 
the  wants  and  interests  of  the  volunteers  from  the  State  of 
New  York,”  the  “ sick  in  hospitals,”  etc.  Under  this  act 
Colonel  North  was  appointed,  and  went  to  Washington  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  About  this  time  an  act  passed 
giving  the  soldiers  in  the  field  the  right  to  vote.  This,  of 
course,  was  open  to  gigantic  frauds,  and  no  sooner  had  it 
commenced  than  charges  and  counter-charges  of  fraud  were 
made  by  both  of  the  political  parties.  Colonel  North’s  of- 
fice being  the  Democratic  headquarters,  he  and  two  clerks 
were  singled  out  as  victims  of  the  administration,  and  were 
arrested,  and,  without  knowing  the  charge  upon  which 
the  arrests  were  made,  were  thrown  into  the  old  capitol 
prison,  where  they  remained  several  weeks  in  close  confine- 
ment in  indecent  cells  before  their  examinations  were  held. 
Finally, a trial  was  had  before  Judge- Advocate-General  Holt, 
and  Colonel  North  and  his  associates  were  found  not  guilty 
and  discharged.  The  charges  upon  which  he  was  arrested 
were  without  the  slightest  foundation  ; his  keeper  while  in 
prison  was  a blasphemous  wretch ; and,  taken  all  in  all,  this 
w;fs  a proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  administration  over 
which  the  veil  of  forgetfulness  may  well  be  drawn.  Colonel 
North  has  two  sons  residing  in  Unadilla,  Thomas  G.  and 
Samuel  S.  North. 

A prominent  settler  west  of  the  village  was  Gardner  Cone, 
who  located  in  about  the  year  1814,  on  lands  now  owned 
by  Samuel  G.  Cone. 

Calvin  and  Borin  Gates  emigrated  from  the  “land  of 
steady  habits,”  and  settled  on  the  river-road  in  about  the 
year  1310  or  1812,  on  lands  now  owned  by  their  descendants. 
A sou  and  daughter  of  Lorin  survive,  viz. : Jehial,  who  oc- 
cupies tiie  old  homestead,  and  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Abram 


Fleming,  resides  in  Otego.  William  Gates,  son  of  Calvin, 
occupies  the  homestead,  and  a daughter,  Lovina,  wife  of 
Ephraim  Winchell,  resides  in  Unadilla  village. 

On  the  river-road,  below  the  village,  an  early  settler  was 
Colonel  John  Hough.  A son,  Colonel  David  Hough,  was 
prominent  in  the  old  training  days.  It  was  his  delight 

“ To  boat  the  sheepskin,  blow  the  fife, 

And  march  in  trainin’  order.” 

Other  sons  of  Colonel  Hough  were  Daniel,  Henry,  and 
Wade.  Moses  Foster  was  a pioneer  in  this  vicinity,  and 
reared  a large  family.  His  sons  were  Norman,  Henry, 
Augustus,  David,  and  Leonard  (deceased).  A daughter 
married  Erastus  Kingsley.  A family  remembered  as  early 
settlers  on  this  road  were  the  Hannas,  who  located  ou 
premises  now  owned  by  Mr.  Deyo. 

An  honored  pioneer  on  this  road  was  Elisha  Luther.  A 
son,  Martin  Luther,  is  a prominent  citizen,  and  has  officiated 
several  years  as  supervisor,  and  has  been  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  member  of  assembly.  Iu  an  early  day,  one  Bacon, 
a miser,  lived  a hermit  life  at  the  moutli  of  the  Unadilla 
river  on  lands  now  occupied  by  William  Miller.  He  died, 
as  he  had  lived,  alone. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  town,  on  the  river-road,  early 
settled  two  brothers,  William  D.  and  Elisha  Spencer.  Wil- 
liam F.  and  James  K.,  sons  of  the  former,  reside  on  the 
original  purchase. 

In  this  vicinity,  the  lands  now  owned  and 'occupied  by 
Hobart  Ives  were  early  settled  by  Isaac  Fuller.  A son, 
Isaac,  and  a daughter,  the  wife  of  Henry  Miller,  reside  in 
the  town. 

Gurdon  Morgan  was  also  a pioneer  in  this  vicinity.  Sons- 
in-law  now  residing  in  the  town  are  Joseph  D.  Curtis, 
Henry  Talcott,  and  Henry  Stewart. 

Abel  De  Forest  was  a sturdy  pioneer  in  that  portion  of 
the  town  denominated  as  Rogers’  hollow.  He  reared  a 
large  family,  and  numerous  descendants  are  residing  in  the 
town. 

John  Fiske,  familiarly  known  as  “ Uncle  John,”  is  still 
living  in  this  vicinity,  where  he  settled  in  an  early  day. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1 SI 2,  and  participated  in 
the  engagement  where  Colonel  Saunders  was  killed.  Hiram. 
Amos,  Albert,  and  Charles  were  sons.  Charles  was  killed 
in  the  army.  A daughter  married  John  De  Forest,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  accidentally  shot,  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  by  one  Rogers.  A family  of  Rogers  were  also 
early  settlers  here,  from  which  the  vicinity  derives  its 
name. 

Coincident  with  the  settlement  of  Unadilla,  a colony 
from  New  Hampshire  located  in  that  portion  of  the  town 
known  as  Sand  Hill.  Prominent  among  them  were  the 
Wait  family,  Theophilus  Merritnan,  Gains  Spaulding,  Tims. 
J.  Davis,  and  Simeon  Palmer,  numerous  descendants  ot 
whom  are  numbered  among  the  respectable  citizens  <4  the 
town.  Theophilus  Merritnan  erected  the  first  grist-mill  in 
this  vicinity. 

Thomas  J.  Davis  is  a prominent  man.  and  was  super- 
visor of  the  town  in  1840,  and  again  in  1S53.  A daughter 
of  Peter  Davis,  wife  of  Daniel  Wait,  resides  in  this  vicinity. 
Aaron  Sissou  was  an  early  settler  at  Sand  Hill.  Iwo  soli', 
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Alanson  and  Christopher,  reside  in  the  vicinity.  Deacon 
Elisha  Lathrop  is  m ntioned  as  a pioneer  in  this  part  of  the 
town.  Daniel  Buckley,  father  of  Win.  and  Eli  Buckley, 
was  a pioneer.  William  Sterling  and  Jacob  Porter  were 
also  early  settlers  in  this  locality. 

Among  the  respected  pioneers  was  Cheder  Collins,  who 
■ reared  a large  family.  Jareb  C.  was  a son.  Rufus,  Henry, 

. Leroy,  and  a daughter  Sally,  are  residents  of  the  town. 
James  resides  in  Bath. 

A soldier  of  the  Revolution  was  Captain  Seth  Rowley, 
who  was  a honored  pioneer  in  this  vicinity.  Abel,  a son, 
resides  in  the  town,  and  Seth  G.  S.  Rowley,  also  a son,  is 
a prominent  citizen  of  Bolivar,  N.  Y. 

Among  the  honored  pioneers  who  early  left  the  comforts 
of  a New  England  home  for  an  abode  in  what  at  that  time 
was  considered  the  western  wilds  was  Samuel  Rogers,  who 
settled  in  this  locality  and  reared  a large  and  respectable 
family.  Gustavus,  father  of  Hon.  Sherman  S.  Rogers,  of 
Buffalo,  died  iu  Michigan ; Charles  S.  died  at  Sidney 
Plains;  Jabez  J.  is  a resident  of  Sidney  Plains,  and  his 
present  wife  is  the  mother  of  Hon.  David  P.  Loomis,  a 
leading  attorney  of  this  county  and  ex-State  senator,  resid- 
ing at  Unadilla;  Henry  W.,  formerly  an  eminent  attorney 
of  Buffalo,  now  resides  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  There  were 
, also  several  daughters  in  the  family,  one  of  whom  married 
a Mr.  Mills,  and  a number  of  the  children  have  been  mis- 
sionaries to  China. 

Elias  Saunders  early  settled  at  Sand  Hill,  on  premises 
now  owned  by  II.  Storms,  deceased.  He  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  killed  in  battle.  B.  G.  W. 

• Saunders,  a son,  resides  in  Otego.  Another  son,  Elisha 
S.  Saunders,  was  for  many  years  a practicing  physician  in 
Otego. 

Eben  Wait  came  from  Rhode  Island  in  IS 05  or  1S06, 
and  settled  on  lands  now  owned  and  occupied  by  a son, 
Abijah  Wait.  Simeon  Wilbur  was  also  an  early  settler  on 
premises  now  occupied  by  a Mr.  Blanchard.  A brother 
Stephen  was  also  an  early  settler.  Other  early  settlers  in 
this  vicinity  were  Hezekiak  and  'William  Carr,  Eber  Feriss, 
and  Father  John  Cranson,  Asel  Downing,  and  David 
Lyon. 

Whitney  Bacon  came  from  New  Hampshire  in  1S15, 
and  settled  in  the  locality  known  as  Hampshire  Hollow.  He 
died  in  this  town  in  1S77,  aged  eighty-six  years.  He  reared 
a family  of  twelve  children,  viz. : Jeremiah  W.,  Samuel  I)., 
Dennis,  Franklin,  Lydia,  Eliza,  Delia,  Nancy,  Persis, 
Willard,  and  John.  Samuel  D.  and  Franklin  are  residents 
of  the  town. 

In  the  vicinity  of  U nadilla  Centre,  a prominent  pioneer 
was  James  Maxwell,  who  came  from  Massachusetts  in 
about  the  year  1S10,  and  located  on  lands  now  occupied 
by  A.  C.  Dunham.  His  family  consisted  of  five  children,  j 
viz. : Moses  B.,  Sally,  Mille,  Betsey,  and  Esther.  Moses  j 
B.,  Sally,  and  Esther  are  deceased.  Mille,  the  wife  of  I 
. Ebenczer  Gregory,  and  mother  of  Milo  B.  Gregorv,  Esip. 
resides  iu  Unadilla.  Solomon  Smith  was  an  early  settler 
m this  vicinity,  and  subsequently  removed  to  western 
New  \ork,  and  located  on  the  Holland  purchase.  Simeon 
Palmer  was  a pioneer  west  of  Unadilla  Centre,  and  has 
numerous  descendants  residing  in  the  town. 
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A sturdy  and  honored  pioneer  from  Norwalk,  Conn., 
who  settl'd  up  the  river  from  Unadilla,  was  Samuel  Betts. 
He  located,  in  1794,  on  lands  now  owned  by  the  Hecock 
family.  II is  family  consisted  of  John  M.,  Samuel,  David, 
and  Elizabeth.  John  M.,  deceased,  was  a prominent 
citizen  of  Sidney,  Delaware  county,  was  sheriff  of  the 
county,  and  also  State  senator.  Samuel,  deceased,  was 
member  of  assembly  from  this  county.  David  removed 
to  Aurora,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
William  T.  Thompson,  Esq.,  resides  in  Unadilla.  Ebenczer 
Foot  settled,  in  about  1815,  on  premises  now  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Cutler. 

UNADILLA  IN  1810. 

Unadilla  rapidly  increased  in  importance,  ,as  is  shown 
by  the  following  description  given  by  II.  G.  Spafford 
iu  1810: 

“ Unadilla,  a post-township  in  the  extreme  southern 
angle  of  Otsego  County,  thirty-four  miles  southwest  of 
Cooperstown,  and  one  hundred  miles  south  of  west  from  Al- 
bany; bounded  north  by  Butternuts  and  Otego;  east  by 
Otego ; southeast  by  the  Susquehanna  river,  or  the  county 
of  Delaware  ; and  west  by  the  Unadilla  river,  or  the  county 
of  Chenango.  The  surface  is  hill v and  uneven,  but  along 
the  stream  that  forms  the  boundaries,  as  also  some  smaller 
ones,  the  land  is  very  good  and  productive.  Nor  are  the 
farming  lands  confined  to  these  tracts;  the  uplands  and 
hills  afford  fine  grazing  and  meadow-lands.  There  are 
several  small  streams  that  afford  mill-seats,  of  which  there 
is  an  abundant  supply.  There  is  a quarry  of  stones,  used 
for  grindstones.  There  are  sixteen  saw-mills,  that  prepare 
great  quantities  of  lumber  for  the  Baltimore  market,  de- 
scending the  Susquehanna  in  rafts.  Five  grain-mills,  an 
oil-mill,  and  some  other  water-works,  besides  five  distilleries 
of  whisky.  There  is  one  Episcopal  church  and  fourteen 
school-houses,  in  which  schools  are  kept  part  of  the  year. 
The  land  is  held  in  fee,  and  while  the  getting  of  lumber 
causes  too  great  neglect  of  the  soil,  it  is  making  destructive 
inroads  upon  the  forest-trees,  that  ought  to  remain  for 
future  use.  The  whole  population  is  142G,  with  1 1 G sena- 
torial electors,  344  taxable  inhabitants,  and  8141,890  of 
taxable  property. 

Unadilla  Village,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, contains  one  Episcopal  church  and  thirty  dwel- 
lings, besides  stores,  etc.  Unadilla  has  the  Appian  Way 
turnpike,  that  leads  from  Newburg  to  Oxford,  and  some 
others  that  lead  from  Albany  to  Oxford. 

THE  UNADILLA  HUNTS. 

, “ Hark  ! the  goddess  Diana  calls  aloud  for  the  chase, 

Bright  Phoebus  awakens  the  rnoru  1" 

Hunting  S»"j. 

Less  than  half  a century  has  came  and  gone  since  the 
lulls  which  look  down  upon  the  pleasant  village  "f  Unadilla 
were  covered  with  a forest  through  which  the  deer  r lined 
at  will,  and  slaked  its  thirst  along  the  batik'  of  the  cla-sic 
Susquehanna.  So  numerous  were  thev  that  Unadilia  an- 
nually for  a long  period  became  the  rendezvous  of  the  hunters, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  success  that  aiw.tvs  attt  tided 
the  chase,  the  hospitality  of  the  “ grand  sachems,  and  the 
I personnel  of  the  hunters,  gave  the  ‘‘  Unadilla  Hunt.orOxford 
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Chase,”  almost  a national  reputation.  Sherman  Page  was 
the  soul  of  the  hunt,  and  known  among  the  craft  as  the 
“grand  sachem.”  Henry  Ogden  and  Dr.  Colwell  also  as- 
sisted in  rendering  these  hunts  a success.  Among  the  sports- 
men were  Levi  Beardsley,  of  Cherry  Valley,  Colonel  Clapp, 
General  Rathbone,  Judge  Morrell,  Simon  G.  Throop,  Gen- 
eral Peter  Sken  Smith,  Hon.  John  C.  Clark,  and  Colonel 
Benjamin,  from  Chenango,  Judge  Morris,  from  Butternuts, 
Colonel  Starkweather  and  Joseph  Miller,  of  Cooperstown, 
and  Devereaux,  Lansing,  and  Griswold,  from  Utica,  with 
numerous  others. 

These  hunts  usually  were  in  November,  and  began  on 
Tuesday  morning,  closing  Friday  evening.  The  evenings 
were  spent  at  the  “ village  inn,”  which  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  Unadilla  hotel,  where  a “general  good  time”  was  had, 
and  no  doubt  Bacchus  reigned  supreme.  During  the  week’s 
sport  the  “ grand  sachem  ’ would  give  an  excellent  supper, 
when  good  saddles  of  venison,  fine  pike,  and  wine  and 
brandy  were  not  wanting. 

The  following  interesting  description  of  a day’s  shooting 
is  taken  from  the  pen  of  the  late  lion.  Levi  Beardsley, 
who  was  an  active  participator  in  these  hunts: 

“ Our  rendezvous  was  the  village  inn,  known  as  1 Hunters’ 
Hall,’  where  each  night  was  assembled  a crowd,  consisting 
of  the  patrons  of  the  hunt,  and  a large  number  of  those 
who,  knowing  the  woods,  were  to  put  out  the  dogs  in  the 
morning,  and  drive  the  deer  to  the  different  ‘ runways,’ 
where  the  amateur  sportsmen  were  stationed.  These  run- 
ners and  scourers  of  the  hills  were  good  shots.  Each  had 
his  rifle,  and  were  to  shoot  the  deer  whenever  he  could. 
They  were  selected  and  employed  by  the  grand  sachem,  and 
were  devoted  to  our  interests ; and  unless  we  had  employed 
them  we  should  hardly  have  been  permitted  to  ‘ drive  the 
deer,’  except  at  the  imminent  peril  of  our  hounds,  if  not  of 
ourselves. 

“ After  taking  the  best  precautions  we  could,  many  deer 
were  shot  by  poachers  and  interlopers  before  our  dogs,  but 
if  they  came  among  us  at  night,  being  generally  known  by 
our  hunters,  they  fared  poorly,  for  ours  were  not  slow  to 
inflict  personal  chastisement.  [ saw  one  who  avowed  hav- 
ing shot  one  of  our  deer,  and  justified  it  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  as  much  right  to  do  it  as  we  had,  knocked  down  and 
kicked  about  the  street  by  one  of  our  drivers.  Ours  was  a 
raftsman,  a good  shot,  and  as  fond  of  a tight  as  of  a frolic, 
and  always. ready  for  either.  He  so  punished  the  interloper 
that  he  gave  us  a wide  berth  for  the  future,  though  he 
threatened  to  shoot  our  dogs,  for  which  he  was  ‘ licked’ 
a second  time.  Our  man  Curley  was  pretty  well  paid  for 
his  pugilistic  services,  as  he  assured  me  on  my  shaking  hands, 
and  leaving  a half-dollar  in  his,  that  every  gentleman  had 
blessed  him  with  an  equal  amount.  Every  night  the  tavern 
was  crowded  with  our  huntsmen,  who,  with  the  grand  sa- 
chem, discussed  and  settled  upon  the  route  for  the  ensuing 
day.  They,  as  well  as  the  sportsmen  generally,  were  well 
refreshed,  and  the  evening  wound  up  with  story-telling  and 
song-singing,  in  which  our  friends  Throop  and  General  Smith 
used  to  distinguish  themselves.  The  dogs  were  secured  at 
night,  that  we  might  be  sure  of  their  services  in  the  morn- 
ing. Just  at  daylight  the  bugle  was  sounded,  which  was  a 
sigual  for  the  sportsmen  to  prepare  for  breaktiest,  and  for 


the  hunters  to  be  ready  to  start  with  the  dogs.  As  it  re- 
verberated beautifully  among  the  hills  and  diffused  its  ani- 
mating strains  along  the  valley,  it  would  stir  and  cheer  up 
the  dogs,  who  would  respond  by  clamorous  and  discordant 
yells,  all  eager  to  joiu  iu  the  chase  which  they  kuew  was  in 
preparation. 

“ Having  decided  to  scour  the  hills,  for  instance,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river,  part  of  the  dogs  were  sent 
to  the  round  top,  others  to  i tie,  and  sportsmen  were  sta- 
tioned at  the  Indian  monument,  the  hay-stacks,  the  mouths 
of  the  ouleout,  and  other  well-known  runways  of  the  deer 
to  the  river. 

“ The  chases  were  exceedingly  exciting  ; nothing  could  be 
more  so.  On  reaching  the  recesses  of  the  forest,  with 
which  the  hills  on  each  side  of  the  river  were  densely- 
covered,  the  dogs  would  frequently  beat  the  thickets  an 
hour  before  getting  up  the  deer.  On  striking  the  old  trail 
they  would  occasionally  give  tongue,  while  they  were  slowly 
tracing  it  out  in  all  its  intricate  windings.  As  they  drew 
nearer,  the  scent  became  more  apparent,  and  they,  of  course, 
more  excited.  They  would  finally  rouse  him,  and  then 
open  in  full  cry,  so  that  the  most  inexperienced  ear 
could  not  fail  to  know  flic  game  was  itj). 

“ The  deer  on  being  thus  started,  often  leads  off  in  a con- 
trary direction  from  the  river,  to  ascertain  whether  the  dogs 
are  actually  pursuing  him,  and  makes  several  doubles  to 
throw  them  off  his  track,  running  often  round  the  hills, 
where  the  hunters  try  to  shoot  him.  Finding  himself 
hotly  pursued,  or  alarmed  at  a shot  or  at  the  sight  of  a 
huntsman,  he  makes  a straight  course  for  the  river,  and 
leaves  the  dogs  far  behind.  When  he  makes  up  his  mind 
to  go,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  check  him  until  he  reaches 
the  river’s  bank.  He  shoots  straight  ahead,  and  often 
makes  the  water  before  the  dogs  are  in  hearing  of  those  at 
the  river.  The  cry  of  the  dogs  is  enchanting,  as  they  pass 
from  hill  to  hill ; now  swelling  into  full  chorus,  and.  then 
receding  till  entirely  lost ; ag-ain  returning,  and  their  cheer- 
ful notes  re-echoing  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other 
and  reverberating  among  the  hills.  On  reaching  the 
straight  trail  they  come  rushing  down  like  a mountain 
storm.  You  hear  rifle-shots  in  the  distance  which  tell  you 
the  deer  is  there,  far,  far  ahead  of  the  dogs.  They  finally 
reach  the  river,  and  if  he  is  killed  the  clamor  ceases  ; and 
if  not,  they  plunge  in  and  swim  to  take  the  trail  on  the 
other  side.  I have  seen  nine  of  them  swimming  the  river 
at  once,  and  nothing  can  be  more  beautiful ; their  noses 
just  out  of  the  water,  and  their  large  ears  floating  on  its 
surface,  as  they  make  for  the  farther  shore.  ’ 

The  following  extracts  from  a letter  written  to  Mr. 
Beardsley,  by  Sherman  Page,  then  aged  eighty-two  years, 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest.  He  says,  “ We  killed  twenty- 
seven  deer  one  week.  Among  them  were  twelve  large 
bucks.”  “ Those  were  times  that  enlivened  men's  souls. 
Imagine  yourself  on  the  high  bank  at  Pomp’s  Eddy,  the  sun 
i just  rising  over  ■ Burnt  Hill,’  ‘Round  Top’  at  the  south, 
‘ Poplar  11  ill’  at  the  north,  the  famous  eel  weir  above,  and 
the  cave-bank  below  you.  Abound  breaks  forth  on  Poplar 
Hill,  another  and  still  another  on  ‘ Burnt  Hill  and  Round 
Top.  By  this  time  twenty  are  in  hearing.  You  know  not 
where  the  deer  may  come.  \ou  hear  a rifle  at  the  cave- 


' 


niSTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK. 


S 


bank,  ami  now  another  at  the  eel  weir,  and  perhaps  at  the 
hay-stacks  and  ouleoat ; crack  ! crack  ! ! crack  ! ! ! and  still 
the  music  of  the  dogs,  growing  louder  and  more  shrill  as 
they  approach.  All  is  expectation  and  excitement;  you 
are  flurried.  At  this  moment  a large  buck,  with  antlers 
erect,  is  seen  on  the  opposite  side  making  his  way  directly 
to  you.  Your  rifle  is  well  located,  and  you  have  examined 
t the  priming  to  sec  that  all  is  right;  you  are  certain  ot‘  a 
shot,  and  a moment  more  you  have  him.  Pop  goes  a 
smooth-bore,  and  Spikerman,  the  poacher,  has  killed  him. 
Your  agitation  and  excitement  ceases,  for  you  are  angry, 
and  wish  John  Carley  was  there  to  lick  the  rascal.  You 
despair  of  killing  anything ; but  don’t  be  discouraged,  for 
auother  deer  will  soon  be  along,  and  as  for  Carley,  he  will 
flog  the  poacher  when  he  meets  him.  The  dogs  are  still  in 
full  cry  in  every  direction,  and  your  morning’s  sport  has 
just  commenced.  Keep  your  place,  for  another  deer  will 
be  here ; and  so  it  turned  out.  You  have  killed  him,  and 
Carley  has  found  and  licked  Spikerman,  and  got  away  his 
buck  ;*but  has  finally  restored  it,  at  your  request,  after  the 
flogging,  for  you  and  your  friends  have  enough ; and  you 
have  given  the  poaching  rascal  a drink  from  that  choice 
bottle  slung  under  your  arm,  and  thus  secured  his  friend- 
ship, just  as  you  did  with  Captain  Adarine  Carley  and 
. ’Uncle  Sperry.” 

In  speaking  of  Mrs.  Page,  Mr.  Beardsley  says,  “ No  one 
knew  better  than  she  how  to  get  up  a venison  supper  that 
would  fit  precisely  the  appetites  of  those  prepared  for  their 
enjoyment  by  the  active  exercise  of  the  day.” 

It  was  no  uncommon  occurrence  at  the  close  of  these 
hunts  to  see  nineteen  fat  bucks  and  does  lyiug  side  by  side 
in  the  ball-room  of  the  old  tavern  in  Unadilla. 

The  following  sparkling  description  of  these  hunts  was 
written  by  lion.  II.  11.  Storrs : 

THE  SPORTS  OF  THE  CHASE; 

OR,  THE  RVGIITE  MERU1E  EXPLOITS  OF  YE  Hl'NTINGE  IX  UNADILLA 
FORESTE. 

“ Cervas  erat  forma  pracstanti  et  cornibus  iDgens.” — /En.  Virg., 
Lib.  VII.  4S3. 

I. 

Havo  you  heard  of  a buck  which  came  out  of  the  west  ? 

Of  all  that  wore  antlers  his  speed  was  the  best  ; 

Save  his  broad  horns  and  swift  heels,  he  weapons  had  none; 

He  roamed  without  fear,  for  he  roamed  all  alone. 

So  stately  his  gait,  and  so  nimble  his  feet, 

You’d  have  long'd  for  a shot,  though  you  liked  not  his  meat. 

II. 

By  a late  heavy  freshet  the  bridges  were  gone, 

So  ho  swam  to  Chenango,  where  ford  there  was  none. 

He  stop't  not  for  fences,  and  stayed  not  for  brake, 

Till  he  reached  the  deep  thickets  of  Butternut  creek  ; 

Thero  he  nipp’d  the  green  moss,  to  all  bucks  a rich  benison, 

Nor  dreamt  that  ere  night  he'd  be  turned  into  venison. 

III. 

But  Dian's  high  votaries  were  up  with  the  dawn, 

The  dogs  they  gave  tongue,  the  hills  echoed  the  horn; 

Yet  so  boldly  he  bay'd  them,  so  stately  and  tall, 

The  huntsmen,  dogs,  muskets,  and  horses  and  all  ; 

Ami  so  fiercely  he  fought  he'd  near  stamped  out  the  liver 
Ol  those  “ thoroughbred,”  “far-lamed"  dogs,  Primus  and  Driver. 

iv. 

“ Curno  yo  hero  to  be  chased,  or  came  ye  in  war  ?” 

Cried  out  Clapp  ; “ Primus  ! Driver  ! set  on  hoys,  hurra  ! 
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We’ll  tread  you  a measure  !”  But  scarce  had  he  spoke 
When  from  Driver’s  deep  mouth  the  loud  whillitno  broke, 

And  the  mountains,  the  woodlands,  the  dales  and  the  bogs. 

Again  rang  with  the  music  of  three  packs  of  dogs. 

v. 

So  lightly  over  brier,  bush,  and  hillock  he  sprung. 

And  so  loudly  the  thickets  with  icliillilon  rang. 

One  followed  the  dogs,  one  examined  his  flint, 

One  look'd  in  his  pan  if  his  priming  was  in't; 

One  flash’d,  many  shot,  ami  another  missed  fire; 

They’d  have  killed  him  no  doubt  had  he  been  somewhat  nigher. 

vi. 

There  was  mounting  'mongst  those  of  the  Otsego  clan;. 

Beardsley,  Morris,  Starkweather,  they  rode  and  they  ran. 

There  was  racing  and  chasing  on  Butternut  creek, 

’T  was  sublime  sport  to  ride  at  the  risk  of  your  n eek  ; 

But  sublimer  by  far,  when  the  dogs  seemed  to  pose, 

To  see  Driver  lead  ou  the  true  track  by  his  nose. 

VII. 

The  dogs  are  at  fault,  but  dog,  huntsman,  and  horse, 

All  met  near  the  stream,  where  'twas  too  wide  to  cross. 

And  the  buck  seemed  at  last  to  have  made  his  escape 
(Right  glad  without  doubt  to  get  out  of  the  scrape). 

E'en  Driver  was  bank'd;  Clapp  was  fixing  to  hide  him, 

When  at  last  on  the  opposite  bank  they  espied  him. 

VIII. 

They  looked  up  and  down  for  a passage  of  dry  land. 

But  found  that  the  chase  had  fled  to  an  island. 

There  ho  looked  at  the  dogs,  and  the  dogs  looked  at  him, 

’Twas  too  rapid  and  broad  for  e’en  Driver  to  swim  ; 

And  so  they  resolved,  as  they  could  not  get  nigh  him, 

Tho’  ’twas  too  far  to  shoot,  ’twasn’t  too  far  to  try  him. 

IX. 

He  seemed  as  he  stood  there,  the  cavalcade  reviewing, 

To  have  very  faint  notions  of  what  they  were  doing. 

So  composed  and  at  leisure  he  looked  into  their  faces, 
lie  seemed  to  feel  quite  sure,  at  two  hundred  paces. 

’Twa3  provoking  to  think  that  he  thus  bid  defiance 
To  their  dogs,  horses,  shot,  their  gunpowder  and  science. 

x. 

But  thy  days  (alas ! poor  buck,  how  unkind  thy  fortune  !) 

The  obdurate  Fates  had  determined  to  shorten. 

At  two  shots  he  fell,  and  I’d  say  if  I dare  to 

That  ’twas  full  forty  rods,  but  the  fact  I don’t  swear  to; 

’Twas  said  so,  and  pity  it  were  for  the  glory 
Of  such  a grand  frolic  to  spoil  a good  story. 

UNADILLA  VILLAGE 

is  pleasantly  located  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  and  contains 
four  churches,  an  academy,  mills,  stores,  etc.,  and  has  a 
population  of  about  1200.  A noticeable  feature  of  the 
village  is  its  miles  of  stone  walks.  The  streets  are  also 
kept  in  fine  condition,  and  are  beautifully  shaded  by  trees 
which  line  tho  walks  ou  cither  side.  M bile  much  attention 
has  been  bestowed  upon  public  improvements,  private 
"•rounds  have  also  received  their  share  of  attention,  and 

D . 

art  has  vied  with  nature  in  rendering  many  of  the  resi- 
dences and  grounds  in  Unadilla  among  the  finest  in  this 
section.  The  business  interests  of  the  village  are  rej  re- 
sented as  follows,  viz. : attorneys,  Loomis  A Sowell,  Belknap 
A Edson,  F.  B.  Arnold,  Arms  A Arms;  physicians,  G.  L. 
Halsey,  E.  Odell,  G.  A.  Davie,  Joseph  Sweet,  and  Joshua 
Sweet ; bankers,  llios.  G.  North  A Co. ; general  merchant.', , 
C.  D.  Fellows  A Son,  W.  II.  Emory  ; dry  goods  ami  milli- 
nery, Jonas  Harris  ; dry  goods  and  drugs.  Bailey  A Robin- 
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son;  drygoods,  Watkins  Brothers,  Orcutt  & Day;  drugs, 
G.  L.  Ilalscy,  M.  Newman  ; groceries,  C.  J.  White,  G.  M. 
Burgin,  Mulford  & Siver,  A.  G.  Owens,  L.  B.  Woodruff; 
dentists,  L.  E.  Ireland,  Odell  A Spenser,  G.  W.  Coy,  M.D, ; 
boots  and  shoes,  Robert  Siver;  hardware,  Cone  & Bolles, 
Perry  & Ileslop ; merchant  tailors,  Woodruff  & Morse; 
furniture,  Wilmot  & Heath,  Launt  & Boalt ; millinery 
goods',  Mrs.  G.  W.  Heath,  Clues.  Fuller;  jewelers,  Justin 
Dibble,  Wright  & Smith;  photographer,  A.  Wheeler; 
Unnililla  Time. s,  A.  J.  Barlow;  foundry  and  machine-shops, 
R.  K.  Teller;  tannery,  Spencer  Eel  Is ; blacksmiths,  Ams- 
den  & Williams,  Gates  & Stenson  ; grist-  and  saw-mills, 
M.  D.  Duley  ; carriage-shops,  D.  Hanford  & Co.,  O.  Flem- 
ing, Isaac  Crandall;  shoemakers,  D.  B.  Morehouse,  S.  II. 
Faneher,  John  Warner;  hotels,  ‘‘Unadilla  House,”  W.  H. 
Hasbrouck,  proprietor ; “ Brick  Hotel,”  Charles  Bishop, 
proprietor ; “ Bedford  House,”  0.  Bedford,  proprietor ; 
livery,  W.  Hastings;  meat-market,  Rifenbark  Bros.,  Van 
Dusen  & Son  * civil  engineers,  M.  B.  Luthur,  Charles  INI. 
Thompson  ; harness-makers,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  A.  J.  Wil- 
liams; bakery,  Jacob  Meyer  ; tailors,  Henry  Heliker,  Thos. 
Poole;  coopers.  Smith  & Charmer,  Win.  Bunnell;  painters, 
Hyatt  & Jordan,  Weidman  & Son;  ready-made  clothing, 
L.  De  Forest;  shirt-factory,  Frank  W.  Buckley;  dress- 
makers, Heath  Sisters,  Mrs.  Boyd  & Sister,  Miss  Clara 
Fleming,  Mrs.  E.  Hurd ; marble-works,  R.  G.  Brown ; 
postmaster,  E.  M.  Packard ; justices  of  the  peace,  Thomas 
Heath,  J.  B.  Bragg;  restaurants,  Johnson  Wright,  Booth 
Bros.,  Abram  Houck ; barbers,  Gilbert  Lamb,  Samuel 
Jones. 

A prominent  business  man  here  is  C.  W.  Mallory,  Esq., 
to  whom  much  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  village  is 
due. 

Unadilla  Centre  and  Sand  Hill  are  hamlets.  The 
former,  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  contains 
one  church  and  about  a dozen  houses;  and  the  latter,  in 
the  eastern  part,  has  two  churches  and  about  twenty  houses. 

Wells  Bridge  is  a flourishing  little  village,  located  in 
the  southeast  part  of  the  town,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  an 
important  station  on  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad. 
It  contains  two  churches — Baptist  and  Methodist — and 
various  business  interests. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  in  Unadilla  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Daniel  Bissel,  on  April  5,  179G,  and  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected,  viz. : 

JSiipc rviso r. — Daniel  Baits. 

Town  Cleric. — Gurdon  Huntington. 

yl.ssmors. — .Jonathan  Spinur,  William  Hanna,  and  Timo- 
thy Birdsall. 

Collector. — Nathan  Tupper. 

Overseers  of  Poor. — Enos  Yates  and  William  Potter. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — David  Francis,  Enos 
Yales,  and  Samuel  Merriman. 

Constables. — Nathan  Tupper  and  Seth  Scott. 

Path  masters. — Jeremiah  Huntington,  Daniel  Buckley, 
James  Mudge,  and  Jesse  Skinner,  John  Scott,  Moses 
Ilovev,  Solomon  Martin,  Abner  Griffith,  William  Potter, 
Benjamin  Wheaton,  James  Cranson,  Samuel  Rogers. 


Pound  Musters. — John  Scott  and  Isaac  Gates. 

Fence  Viewers. — Jonathan  Spencer,  Jonas  Sliter,  and 
John  Sisson. 

School  Commissioners. — David  Francis,  Solomon  Mar- 
tin, and  Thomas  Wilbur.  At  this  meeting  it  was  “ voted 
by  majority  that  hogs  which  shall  have  on  yokes  that  are 
eight  inches  long  above  the  neck  and  four  below,  shall  be 
allowed  to  run  as  free  commoners. 

“ Voted  that  the  next  annual  town-meeting  shall  be  held 
at  the  house  of  Daniel  Bissel.” 

Among  the  ear-marks  recorded  on  the  old  town  book  are 
the  following,  viz. : “ Abner  Griffith’s  mark,  the  slits  in  the 
right  ear.”  “ Daniel  Bissel’s  mark,  a square  crop  on  ear, 
with  a halfpenny  on  the  under  side  of  the  left  ear.'' 
“ John  Sisson's  mark,  a hole  through  the  right  ear,  and  a 
half  the  under  side  of  the  left.” 

It  seems  that  in  1797  the  town  was  yet  without  a justice 
of  the  peace,  for  at  the  town-meeting  held  in  that  year  it 
was  “ voted,  that  the  town  will  be  at  the  expense  of  sending 
after  Esquire  Scramling  or  some  other  magistrate  to  qualify 
the  town  officers.” 

The  number  of  persons  assessed  in  the  town  of  LTnadi!la 
for  the  year  1797  was  10G.  Sum  total  of  assessment  on 
both  real  and  personal  estate,  £2409  ; whole  tax  raised  on 
the  above,  £74  6c7. 

At  the  town-meeting  held  in  1799,  it  was  “ voted,  that 
fences  shall  be  considered  lawful  that  is  four  feet  nine  inches 
high,  and  that  the  poles  or  rails  shall  not  be  more  than  six 
inches  asunder.”  It  was  also  “ voted,  that,  the  town  will 
allow  the  town  clerk  five  dollars  for  his  services  for  the 
last  year.” 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  supervisors  and  town  clerks 
of  Unadilla  from  179G  to  187S: 


Supervisors. 

Town  Clerks. 

1796 

Gordon  Huntington 

1797...., 

a u 

a a 

1798...., 

tt  tt 

1799.... 

tt  a 

a a 

1800 

tt  a 

a tt 

1801.... 

u a 

a a 

1802 

a a 

tt  a 

1803 

Isaac  Hayes. 

180  1.... 

u n 

li  .i 

1805...., 

Curtis  Noble. 

1806 

a u 

ti  it 

1807...., 

a tt 

it  li 

ISOS...., 

a a 

li  a 

1809.... 

a u 

1810.... 

a it 

1811.... 

a tt 

1S12.... 

tt  a 

1813.... 

“ “ 

a tt 

1SU 

a it 

a a 

1815  ..., 

a it 

1SIG 

it  tt 

1817.... 

Hansom  Hunt. 

ft  tt 

ISIS 

Isaac  Hayes. 

a tt 

1819.... 

u “ 

1820.... 

U “ 

tt  tt 

1821 .... 

n a 

1822.... 

“ “ 

a tt 

1 823.... 

a a 

1824 

1825.... 

Henry  A.  Jleach. 

1820.... 

“ 4. 

John  E.  lls.  .1  r. 

1 s°s 

it  li 

C.  1).  Fellows. 

1829.... 

A.  D.  Williams. 

183(1.... 

David  Hough. 

1821.... 

David  Wilbur,  Jr. 

1'32.... 

John  Colwell. 

1833 .... 

C.  I).  Fellows. 

James  Hose. 

William  Wilmot. 

. 
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Supervisor*. 

Town  Clerk*. 

1836 

F.  A.  Sands. 

1837 

William  Wilraot. 

18.18 

C.  D.  Follows. 

it  ti 

1H39 

ti  ti 

1840 

it  it 

1841 

tt  tt 

1842 

“ 44 

D.  W.  Wilmot. 

1843 

ti  U 

1844 

tt  it 

1845 

it  tt 

1846 

11  “ 

a tt 

1847 

tt  tt 

1848 

Thomas  Heath. 

1849 

Frederick  A.  Bolles. 

I860  

Lewis  G.  Cone. 

1851 

F.  A.  Holies. 

11.  E.  Benedict. 

1852 

C.  I.  Hayes. 

if  it 

1853 

T.  M.  Foster. 

1854 

W.  L.  Judd. 

1855 

George  B.  Fellows. 

1856 

T.  M.  Foster. 

1857 

Milo  B.  Gregory. 

1858 

a a 

1359 

L.  L.  Woodruff. 

1S60..... 

tt  it 

1861 

George  F.  White. 

1862 

ti  it 

u a 

1363 

Marvin  C.  Allen. 

Hiel  E.  Benedict. 

1864 

Joseph  1).  Curtis. 

G.  B.  Scofield. 

1365 

ti  ii 

E.  G.  Bolles. 

1866 

it  it 

“ tt 

1867 

a it 

tt  tt 

1868 

Wells  R.  Whitnev. 

1869 

John  A.  Rockwell. 

1870 

“ “ 

L.  L.  Woodruff. 

1871 

ti  U 

1372 

u “ 

it  ti 

1873 

if  tt 

1S74 

tt  it 

tt  if 

1S75 

William  J.  Thompson, 

1376 

L.  L.  'Woodruff. 

1877 

U it 

The  present  town  officers  are  as  follows : 

Supervisor. — S.  G.  Cone. 

Town  Clerk. — L.  L.  Woodruff. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Johnson  B.  Bragg,  Thomas 
Heath,  Caleb  Batterson.  Ebenezer  R.  Blanchard. 

Commissioners  of  Highways. — William  P.  Spencer. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor. — Albert  W.  FL-k. 

Assessors. — Josiah  Palmer,  James  E.  Todd,  and  Henry 
M.  Collins. 

Collector. — Daniel  B.  Morehouse. 

Constables. — George  W.  Heath.  George  M.  Mosher,  i 
Albert  W.  Fisk,  Hiram  Wait.  L.  Tapper. 

Inspectors  of  Elections. — W.  A.  Southworth,  L.  ITayne. 
George  R.  Chaffin,  G.  W.  Heath,  II.  L.  Ives,  A.  G. 
Owens. 

Town  A u<H tors. — James  White,  Jr.,  Francis  M.  Sisson, 
Henry  Van  Dusen. 

Excise  Commissioners. — Ransom  Potter,  Eli  C.  Belknap, 
David  P.  Loomis. 

Game  Constable. — W.  Wakefield. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1365,  there  were  19,557}  acres  of  improved  land,  | 
and  3382}  acres  of  unimproved  land.  The  cu.-h  value  of 
farms  was  §9(3,979;  of  >tock,  -3105.313;  of  tools  and  im- 
plement.'. 535,671.  There  were  2494  acres  of  plowed  , 
lands;  199}  in  fallow;  9955  in  pasture;  and  59-8}  in 
meadow.  In  1 "G 1 there  were  5043}  tons  of  hay;  30 
bushels  of  grass-seed;  677  bushels  of  spring  wheat  har-  j 
vested;  1953  buJicls  winter  wheat  liarvested ; 16.  '90} 
busncls  out'  harvested;  2";70}  bushels  of  rye  harvested; 
79  bushels  of  barley;  4741  bushels  of  buckwheat;  16,422 


of  Indian  corn;  25,855  of  potatoes;  42}  of  pea- ; 111  , f 
beans;  4299  of  turnips;  14}  of  flax;  963  pounds  of  lint ; 
2200  pounds  of  hops;  3363  pounds  of  tobacco;  25.370 
bushels  of  apples;  043  barrels  of  cider;  8455  pound.-,  of 
maple  sugar ; 94  gallons  of  maple  molasses ; 1 gallon  of 
grape  wine;  1702  pounds  of  honey.  There  were  105 
working  oxen,  and  1523  milch-cows. 

There  were  202,945  pounds  of  butter  made,  and  23.451 
pounds  of  cheese  ; 18,125}  pounds  of  wool  were  sln.rn  ; 227 
yards  of  fulled  cloth  manufactured;  370  yards  of  flannel; 
557  of  linen  ; S4  of  cotton  and  mixed  cloths. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1375. — Acres  plowed.  3403;  in 
pasture,  9820  ; mown,  6906  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  8553  ; 
bushels  barley,  161  ; buckwheat,  6776  ; corn,  19,352  ; oats, 
43,230;  rye,  1791;  spring  wheat,  536;  winter  wheat, 
2369 ; beans,  29 ; pounds  of  hops,  10,486 ; bushels  of 
potatoes,  34,093  ; pounds  of  butter  made,  268,084  ; cheese, 
8441. 

Area. — Unadilla  has  an  area  of  28,349  acres,  with  an 
assessed  valuation  of  8594,810,  and  an  equalized  valuation 
of  8599,581. 


POPULATION. 


1800 

828 

1845 

25o  5 

1810 

1426 

1850 

o * f; 

1814 

1S29 

1855 

o 

1820 

2194 

I860 

. 2702 

1825 

1905 

1865 

2f-5 

1S30 

1 S70 

O * - 

1335 

..  2547 

1340 

2272 

CHAPTER  LXXIII. 

TOWN  OF  XJNADIliliA— Continued. 

St.  Mathew's  Church — First  Presbyterian — Baptist — First  M*  tfc  i*-t 
Episcopal — Free  Methodist — Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  I;  - 
ardson's  Hill — Wells'  Bridge  Baptist  Church — Method:--.  E,  : a' 

Church,  Wells’  Bridge — Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  I'r.i  a 
Centre — Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Sand  Hill — Ba[  fist  Ch'.rch, 
Sand  Ilill — Freedom  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M. — Unadiila  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M. — Unadilla  Academy — L 0.  of  G.  T. 

st.  mathew’s  churcu. 

St.  Mathew's  parish  was  organized  on  the  fir-t  day  - f 
November,  1^09.  by  the  election  of  Josiah  Thatcher  i 
Abijah  II.  Beach  as  wardens,  and  Isaac  Hayes.  IV i i 
Smith,  Stephen  Bmton,  Abel  Case,  Solomon  Martin. 
Curtis  Nuble,  Xijah  Cone,  aud  Sherman  Page,  as  vestry- 
men. This  was  the  first  church  organization  in  the  town, 
and  erected  the  first  house  of  worship.  For  its  c.ar.y 
organization  it  was  much  indebted  to  the  ven  rated 
“ Father  Nash,  ’ who  held  services  at  this  place  a num:  r 
of  years.  In  January,  1310,  the  vestry  purchased  a 1 a- 
tion  for  a church  edifice,  anil  al-o  ground  f-r  bur:  ! ] *r- 
poscs.  In  the  following  March  a contract  «:•■>  c-t  :•> 
Sampson  Crooki  r for  the  erection  of  a building  A •-  1 
feet,  but  in  consequence  of  a lack  of  means  the  frame 
was  erected,  and  remained  in  that  condition  until  At  r-  ' 

1 813,  when  the  ; arL-h  having  received  a do:  iti  ::  : 8 . 1 
from  the  corporation  of  Trinity  church  of  New  ^ ork  city 
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they  were  enabled  to  inclose  and  complete  it.  In  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year  Goldsborough  Banyer,  of  Albany, 
deeded  to  the  vestry  110  acres  of  land  about  two  miles 
from  the  church  site,  which  subsequently  became  a source 
of  revenue  to  the  church. 

The  church  edifice  was  completed  in  the  year  1814,  and 
Sept.  11  of  that  year  was  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
Almighty  God,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Henry  Hobart, 
bishop  of  the  diocese  of  New  York.  The  church  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  §2000.  In  1817  a bell  was  placed  in 
the  tower,  which  was  cast  in  London  in  1S1G,  and  was  the 
first  church  bell  in  the  valley  between  Cooperstown  and 
Binghamton. 

The  first  rector  in  charge  of  the  parish  was  Rev.  Russel 
Wheeler,  from  Watertown,  Conn.,  who  remained  in  charge 
from  the  spring  of  1814  to  August,  1819,  from  which  time, 
until  December  following,  lay  reading  was  held  in  the 
church,  when  Rev.  James  Keeler  was  called  to  the  parish, 
and  remained  until  November,  1820,  when  Rev.  Marcus  A. 
Perry  succeeded  to  the  rectorship,  and  continued  in  charge 
until  November,  1S25.  Norman  II.  Adams,  then  in  dea- 
con’s orders,  took  charge  of  the  parish  in  December,  1825, 
dividing  his  time  with  St.  Peter’s  parish,  of  Bainbridge, 
Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1837,  this  parish  having  in- 
creased in  strength,  the  rector  ceased  his  labors  with  the 
latter  parish  and  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  St.  Mathews. 

The  church  edifice  was  remodeled  and  greatly  enlarged 
in  1845  and  1S4G,  at  an  expense  of  §1500,  and  was  con- 
secrated Aug.  18,  1840,  by  the  Rev.  William  Heathcote 
De  Lancey,  bishop  of  western  New  York.  Mr.  Adams 
continued  the  beloved  rector  of  the  church  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Oct.  23,  1853.  In  March,  1854,  Rev. 
Samuel  II.  Norton  became  rector  of  the  parish.  Soon 
after  he  began  his  ministrations  it  became  evident  that  an 
enlargement  of  the  church  edifice  would  be  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  rapidly-increasing  congregation,  and  in 
1855  an  addition  of  20  feet  was  made  to  the  church  at  a 
cost  of  $1200.  Mr.  Norton  remained  rector  until  April 
11,  1859.  lie  was  succeeded  in  December  by  Rev.  Ed- 
ward F.  Baker,  who  officiated  until  April,  1803.  During 
the  rectorship  of  Mr.  Baker  some  beneficial  changes  were 
made  in  the  church  furniture,  and  an  organ  was  purchased 
at  a cost  of  $1000.  Rev.  James  II.  Kidder,  from  East- 
port,  Me.,  became  rector  of  the  church  in  1SG3,  and  during 
his  labors  a rectory  was  added  to  the  church  property.  He 
resigned  July  29,  1S08.  After  his  resignation  the  parish 
was  without  a rector  until  September,  1800.  During  the 
interim  lay  reading  was  had,  and  also  an  occasional  sermon 
by  Rev.  James  A.  Robinson,  of  Bainbridge,  N.  Y.  In 
August,  1809,  Ilcv.  Michael  Scofield  became  rector  of  the 
parish,  and  remained  until  August,  1875.  The  parish  was 
without  a rector  from  that  time  until  February,  1S70,  when 
the  present  incumbent,  Rev.  Charles  S.  Polletreau,  assumed 
the  rectorship. 

The  parish  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  has  one 
hundred  and  twenty  communicants.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows  : Wm.  J.  Thompson  and  Lloyd  L.  Woodruff, 
wardens;  David  P.  Loomis,  Frank  1>.  Arnold,  .1.  Fred 
Sands,  Alex.  P.  Gray,  Wm.  II.  Heslop,  Andrew  J.  Lewis, 
Geo.  B.  Fellows,  and  O.  L.  Ireland,  vestrymen. 


FIRST  PR  ESHYTF.lt  I AN  Cfll'RCII. 

This  church  was  organized  April  23,  1823,  by  Revs. 
Edward  Andrews  and  Abel  Colwell,  with  the  following- 
named  persons  as  members:  Uriah  Hanford,  Rhoda  Han- 
ford, Jesse  R.  Hovey,  Mary  Hovey,  Holly  Seely,  Garret 
Munfore,  Sarah  Munfore,  John  Eells,  Sophia  Bottom,  Dan- 
iel Castle,  Philo  L.  Phelps.  Holly  Seely  was  chosen  to  the 
office  of  deacon  ; Garrett  Munfore,  Jesse  R.  Iluvey,  and 
John  Eells  to  serve  as  elders.  Service  was  held  on  Sabbath 
morning,  sometimes  at  a private  residence,  but  usually  in  the 
school-house.  The  hymns  of  Isaac  Waits  were  sung,  and 
the  music,  then  new,  of  the  afterwards  celebrated  Thomas 
Hastings.  Garret  Munfore  was  the  leader.  The  church 
very  soon  engaged  the  services  of  Rev.  Isaac  Flagler,  a man 
highly  esteemed  by  those  who  remember  his  ministry.  He 
remained  about  two  years,  during  which  time  44  persons 
were  recorded  as  in  communion  with  the  church. 

The  general  assembly  of  our  church,  at  its  meeting  in 
1790,  appointed  Rev.  Nathan  Ker  and  Rev.  Joshua  Hart 
to  act  as  missionaries  on  the  frontier  settlements  of  New 
Y'ork  and  Pennsylvania.  Unadilla  is  mentioned  among 
other  places  visited  by  these  men.  John  Eells  when  quite 
a young  man  removed  from  Walton  to  this  place.  He  was 
an  earnest  Christian  worker.  It  is  perhaps  just  to  say,  in 
the  words  of  a citizen  who  knew  him  well,  that  “ for  a long 
time  he  was  the  head  and  front  of  the  Presbyterian  church.” 
He  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  most  active  at  the  time  of  its 
formation. 

An  old  record  of  Oct.  23,  1822,  states  that  a number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Unadilla,  being  desirous  of  forming  them- 
selves into  a society,  met  for  that  purpose.  Stephen  Ben- 
ton was  called  to  chair.  Calvin  Gates,  Daniel  Castle,  and 
Holly  Seely  were  elected  trustees.  They  then  proceeded 
to  give  name  to  the  society,  and  made  choice  of  the  name 
Harmony  Society  of  Unadilla. 

Under  date  of  Feb.  2,  1S25,  the  following  records  occur: 
“ Voted,  that  the  society  have  and  use  a common  seal.” 
“Voted,  that  a seal  which  has  on  the  face  of  it  this  [it.  s. 
u.]  impression  be  received  and  used  as  a common  seal  for 
said  society.”  March  10,  1824,  the  record  says,  “ Pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  sense  of  the  people  whether  Presby- 
terian preaching  was  desired.”  Wdien  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  Rev.  Isaac  Flagler  was  unanimously  chosen  as 
pastor.  In  1S25  an  effort  wTas  made  to  raise  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  a site  and  the  erection  of  a house  of  worship. 
A location  thought  to  be  desirable  was  selected,  and  the  so 
ciety  authorized  its  trustees  “ to  purchase  a lot  formerly 
known  as  the  Livingston.”  It  is  described  as  “ a part  of 
lot  No.  94,  Wallace’s  patent,  nearly  opposite  Mrs.  Edson  s 
house.”  Financial  strength,  however,  was  lacking,  and  it 
was  not  until  1840  that  the  society  came  into  possession  <>t 
its  present  site.  In  1841  a change  of  name  was  deemed 
advisable.  “ Harmony”  was  dropped,  and  the  pro-ent  cor- 
porate name,  “ First  Presbyterian  Society  of  l nadill.i. 
adopted.  The  church  edifice  was  erected  and  ready  h r 
use  in  June,  1844. 

One  year  after  the  organization  of  the  church  four  jnr- 
manent  elders  were  elected,  viz.  : Sherman  Bartlett.  J hn 
Eells,  Garrett  Munfore,  and  Holly  Seely.  In  184  1.  ltha- 
mar  Spencer  and  David  Hanford  were  chosen  to  fill  v wan- 
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cies  in  the  original  number.  In  1 Si>9,  John  Myers  and 
Horace  B.  Eclls  were  similarly  chosen.  In  1870  the 
church,  contemplating  the  “ term-service”  plan,  ejected  N. 
W.  Barstow  for  three  years.  In  1873  the  representative 
system  was  fully  entered  upon  and  three  additional  elders 
chosen,  viz. : R.  M.  Southwick,  W.  D.  Edson,  and  S.  E. 
Webb.  The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  R.  M.  South- 
wick was  filled  by  electing  to  the  office  Theophilus  lledfield. 

The  following  persons  have  officiated  as  pastors  of  this 
church  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time,  viz. : Revs. 
Sami.  Gaylord,  Wm.  C.  Boiee,  S.  B.  Jervis.  Josiah  Hawes, 

C.  H.  Force,  Win.  II.  Smith,  S.  S.  Goodman,  A.  Y.  II. 
Powell,  R.  A.  Clark,  A.  B.  Robinson,  W.  C.  Galpin. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows  : Wright 
C.  Galpin,  pastor;  Horace  B.  Eells,  Samuel  E.  Webb,  Dan- 
' iel  Hanford,  Robert  Stenson,  Geo.  B.  Burgin,  and  Wm.  D. 
Edson,  elders;  E.  C.  Belknap  and  Robert  Stenson,  trus- 
tees ; W.  D.  Edson,  clerk. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  in  October,  1S43,  by  Rev. 
Lewis  Raymond,  pastor,  with  the  following  members: 
Moses  Olmsted.  Lydia  Olmsted,  Edwin  Olmsted,  Lewis 
Raymond,  Anna  Raymond,  Elisha  Thompson,  Harriet 
Thompson,  Amos  N.  Benedict,  Simon  Bidwell,  Jacob  Bid- 
well,  James  Hughston,  Lavina  Smith,  Matilda  Crooker, 
Esther  Greenman,  Martha  Bidwell,  Phoebe  Wright,  Mary 
Wright,  Sherman  Page,  George  R.  Porter,  George  Cran- 
dall, Jasper  Ostrander,  John  Ostrander,  Lawrence  Ostran- 
der, Jacob  Ostrander,  Clark  Baldwin,  Caleb  Batterson. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors:  July, 
1845,  Rev.  J.  P.  Cook;  April,  1849,  Rev.  John  La- 
grange; from  April,  1853,  to  July,  1856,  Rev.  Elijah 
Baldwin  ; from  March,  1857,  to  March,  1858,  Rev.  Henry 
Robertson;  from  April,  1S58,  to  September,  1S59,  Rev. 
Nathan  Wright;  from  September,  1863,  to  March,  1S64, 
Rev.  S.  F.  Witter  ; from  December,  1865,  to  August,  1S66, 
Rev.  F.  Fletcher;  from  January,  1868,  to  February,  1870, 
Rev.  D.  F.  Leach;  from  March,  1870,  to  March,  1871, 
Rev.  John  Smith.  There  was  no  regular  pastor  from  that 
time  until  Aug.  1,  1875,  when  Rev.  D.  Van  Fradenburgh 
was  called,  who  is  still  with  the  church.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  40.  The  present  church  edifice  was  dedicated 
iu  February,  1849. 

FIRST  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCII, 

of  Unadilia,  was  organized  by  Rev.  Lyman  Sperry,  on  the 
6th  day  of  December,  1854.  The  first  officers  were  as 
^follows:  P.  Hubbel,  David  Lee,  Samuel  G.  Cleveland,  j 
Daniel  Bullock,  William  II.  Emory.  The  first  pastor  of  i 
the  church  was  Rev.  Lyman  Sperry,  who  officiated  for  a ! 
period  of  four  years.  The  first  church  edifice  was  erected 
iu  1856,  at  a cost  of  S27<>0.  The  present  church  officers  j 
are  as  follows:  William  II.  Emory,  James  White,  Jr., 
Edward  Bartholomew,  Daniel  W.  Wilmot,  William  Lob- 
dell,  Lyman  Sperry,  Cornelius  Fuller,  D.  K.  Avery,  John 
Osborn,  Daniel  Cooper,  Wesley  Mumford,  Wiilot  Smith, 
and  Peter  G.  Penney. 

The  following-named  persons  have  served  this  church  as 
pastor  from  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sperry  to  the 


present  time,  viz. : Robert  Townsend,  one  year ; Leonard 
Bowdish,  two  years ; William  G.  Qucal,  one  year;  Larrn 
Y.  Ismond,  two  years  ; Thomas  P.  Halsted,  three  years ; 
James  N.  Platt,  one  year;  George  M.  Peck,  two  years; 
William  A.  Wadsworth,  two  years;  Willis  L.  Thorpe,  one 
year;  S.  C.  Fulton,  one  year;  E.  C.  Herdman,  one  and  a 
half  years;  C.  D.  Mead,  half-year;  J.  W.  Nevis,  present 
pastor.  The  church  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition  and 
has  a membership  of  100  persons. 

FREE  METHODIST. 

A free  Methodist  class  was  organized  Dec.  19,  1874,  by 
Rev.  William  Gould,  and  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
sons: James  E.  Meeker,  Mary  E.  Meeker,  Martin  Beards- 
ley, D.  A.  Loomis,  S.  A.  Loomis,  Maranda  Frear,  Rufus 
Frear,  Rachael  E.  Adams.  The  following  were  members 
on  probation : Seth  O.  Meritt,  Mary  R.  Mcritt,  Phebe 
Frear.  The  first  board  of  trustees  was  organized  Feb.  19, 
1875,  and  consisted  of  the  following  persons,  viz.:  James 
Meeker,  Rufus  Frear,  Martin  Beardsley,  G.  W.  Griswold, 
and  D.  A.  Loomis.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  E.  E.  Adams. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rufus  Coons,  who  remained  until 
March  1,  1S76,  when  Rev.  William  Gould  became  pastor. 
He  was  succeeded  by  the  present  pastor,  George  E.  Ferrin, 
who  assuuied  control  of  the  charge  Oct.  1,  1876.  The 
present  board  of  trustees  is  as  follows:  James  Meeker, 
James  Lamb,  Henry  Palmer,  Rufus  Frear,  D.  A.  Loomis. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH,  RICHARDSON’S  HILL. 

A class  was  first  formed  on  Richardson's  Hill.  Nov.  10, 
1S54,  by7  John  Marble,  a local  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Oueonta,  who,  in  conjunction  with  D. 
C.  Dutcher,  the  preacher  on  the  Laurens  charge,  held  a 
series  of  meetings,  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
thirty  souls.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  D.  C.  Dutcher,  and 
J.  G.  Richardson,  leader.  The  first  members  in  full  con- 
nection were  as  follows  : Justus  G.  Richardson,  Daniel 
Richardson,  Sally  Richardson,  Elizabeth  Richardson,  Ben- 
jamin Richardson,  Samuel  H.  Peet,  Amy  A.  Peet.  Edwin 
Peet,  Benjamiu  Travis,  Mary  Travis,  Charlotte  Peet, 
Charles  T.  Gifford,  Sally  Richardson,  51  ary  Cooley,  Homy 
R.  Gifford,  and  Andrew  Richardson.  The  church  had  six- 
teen members.  The  church  building,  30  by  4<>  feet,  was 
erected  in  1856,  at  a cost  of  81200.  II.  S.  Richardson 
was  the  preacher. 

The  following  have  served  the  church  as  pastors  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  time,  viz. : D.  C.  Dutcher.  from 
Nov.  10,  1854,  to  July,  1855;  II.  S.  Richardson,  two 
years;  S.  51.  Stone,  one  year;  Leonard  Bowdish,  one  year. 
The  class  was  then  transferred  to  Oueonta  charge,  and  D. 
L.  Pendell  was  pastor  for  two  years,  and  George  Parsons 
two  years.  It  was  then  transferred  back  to  Laurens  charge, 
and  Austin  Griffin  was  pastor  for  one  year;  L.  E.  Marvin, 
one  year;  B.  B.  Carruth,  two  years;  J.  W.  .Metis,  tl.r  o 
years;  II.  N.  \ an  Dusen,  three  years:  J.  S"'.ithw«  i : ii 
three  years ; and  Benj.  Ripley  is  now  iu  his  second  y r. 

The  present  officers  are  11.  R.  Gifford,  clerk  ; M i 
Ackley,  J.  G.  Richardson,  Simon  Green,  Joint ban  i> 
arilson,  and  Nathaniel  Slingerland,  trustees.  ih  j r«  ut 
membership  is  forty-one. 
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wells’  bridge  baptist  church. 

The  movement  for  the  organization  of  this  church  was 
started  by  C.  W.  Mallery,  Esq.,  who  called  a meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  Dec.  2G,  1874,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  feasibility  of  forming  a church  and 
erecting  a church  edifice,  at  which  meeting  81000  was 
raised,  and  at  a subsequent  meeting,  called  by  Mr.  Mallery, 
March  8,  1875,  the  society  was  organized,  and  on  November 
£4  following,  the  church  was  organized  with  eighteen  mem- 
bers. On  the  14th  of  the  ensuing  December  the  church 
was  reorganized  with  the  following  members,  viz. : Rev.  H. 

R.  Dakin,  Mary  Dakin,  Uri  Bidwell,  Malvina  Bidwell, 
Jas.  M.  Whitney,  Mary  A.  Whitney,  Alma  Whitney,  Char- 
lotte C.  lladcliff,  Susan  Radcliff,  Catharine  Radeliff,  John 
Dougherty,  E.  V.  Fluyck,  Mary  Huyck,  Eli  Buckley, 
Ursula  Buckley,  0.  H.  Buckley,  Helen  L.  Buckley,  Lu- 
cinda Sherwood.  The  first  trustees  were  as  follows,  viz., 
C.  W.  Mallery,  J.  B.  Youmans,  and  E.  B.  Hanks.  The 
present  trustees  are  J.  B.  Youmans  and  J.  M.  Whitney ; 

* . C.  W.  Mallery,  clerk.  The  church  building  was  erected 
in  1875,  which,  together  with  the  land  and  fixtures,  cost 
S32G6.92.  It  is  a neat  and  substantial  edifice,  and  was 
dedicated  Dec.  15,  1875.  The  following  have  served  the 
church  as  pastors,  viz.  : Revs.  II.  R.  Dakin,  L.  E.  Wheeler, 
and  G.  E.  Flint,  the  present  pastor. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  WELLS’  BRIDGE. 

In  April,  18G7,  Rev.  C.  G.  Wood,  the  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  revived  the  project  of  erecting 
a suitable  building  for  the  people  of  his  charge  at  this 
place.  The  trustees  placed  the  enterprise  almost  wholly 
under  his  management,  and  the  result  was  the  erection  of 
a neat  and  commodious  house  of  worship,  32  by  50  feet  in 
size,  with  an  alcove  G by  12  for  the  pulpit.  The  edifice 
cost,  with  furniture,  81570.  It  was  dedicated  on  Jan.  31, 
1878,  the  following  clergymen  being  present : Revs.  C.  G. 
Wood,  of  Wells’  Bridge;  S.  G.  Hernard,  of  Sidney  Plains; 
J.  W.  Nevis,  of  Unadilla  ; E.  C.  Hcrdman,  of  Otego  ; 
W.  B.  Westlake,  of  Onconta;  W.  M.  Hiller,  of  Coopers- 
town ; D.  Brown,  of  Oneonta;  and  H.  R.  Clarke,  P.  E. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  AT  UNADILLA  CENTRE 

was  organized  in  1830,  and  a house  of  worship  was  erected 
the  same  year  at  a cost  of  8500.  The  church  edifice  is 
capable  of  seating  about  three  hundred.  The  value  of 
church  property  is  estimated  at  81500. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  AT  SAND  HILL 
wa?f  organized  in  1830,  by  William  S.  Bowdish,  who  be- 
came the  first  pastor.  The  following  constituted  the  mem- 
bership upon  its  organization : Captain  Seth  Rowley  and 
wife,  Joseph  Benedict  and  wife,  Hiram  Fowler,  Abel  C. 
Rowley,  Cyntha  Rowley,  and  Lucy  Saunders.  The  present 
officers  are  J.  II.  Yorke,  clerk  ; S.  Devol,  S.  Smith,  J.  II. 
Webb,  J.  II.  Cunningham,  and  P.  D.  Chapman,  trustees; 

S.  Devol,  S.  Ladu,  and  J.  II.  Yorke,  stewards. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1S5G,  at  a cost  of 
81500,  and  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  William  Bixby.  The 
church  has  a present  membership  of  forty  persons,  and  is 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  C.  G.  Wood. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SAND  HILL. 

This  church  was  organized  March  11,  1838,  at  a meet- 
ing of  which  Rev.  D.  B.  Crane  was  moderator  and  Rev. 
N.  Wattles  clerk.  The  first  officers  were  W.  J.  Hughston, 
clerk ; Daniel  Wilber  and  Nathaniel  Sherwood,  deacons ; 
Daniel  Wilber,  N.  Sherwood,  Simeon  Bidwell,  II.  Hicock, 
L.  Lathrop,  E.  Buckley,  and  N.  Mallory,  trustees.  The 
first  members  were  as  follows:  N.  Sherwood,  Mary  Sher- 
wood, J.  Thompson,  D.  Wilber,  II.  Wilber,  T.  Y.  Davis, 

H.  Carr,  E.  Buckley,  N.  Buckley,  T.  Buckley,  A.  Davis, 
P.  Sisson,  P.  Cunningham,  P.  Youmans,  II.  Cranston,  W. 
Cranston,  C.  Wilber,  S.  King,  L.  A.  Lathrop,  E.  Bears, 
H.  Carr,  Jr.,  B.  Lockwood,  and  A.  Finch.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1844,  at  a cost  of  8900. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  N.  Sherwood,  who  remained 
until  1849,  since  which  time  the  following  have  officiated, 
viz.:  Rev.  Russel  Spafford,  six  years;  Rev.  B.  A.  Russell, 
five  years  ; Rev.  S.  A.  Douglass,  one  year;  Rev.  E.  Wright, 
one  year;  Rev.  Thomas  Babcock,  three  years ; Rev.  Mr. 
Hogeboom,  three  years ; Rev.  A.  Thomas,  one  year ; Rev. 

H.  C.  Leach,  six  months;  Rev.  F.  D.  Leach,  one  year; 
Rev.  T.  Thompkins,  four  years;  Rev.  W.  H.  Birdsail,  five 
years ; Rev.  R.  Daken,  one  year ; Rev.  A.  Thomas,  two 
years. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as  follows : Na- 
thaniel Sherwood  and  J.  B.  Youmans,  deacons ; Walter 
Smith,  H.  L.  Hawkcs,  and  N.  Sherwood,  trustees ; and  R. 
L.  Hughston,  clerk.  The  present  membership  is  55. 

FREEDOM  LODGE,  NO.  324,  F.  AND  A.  M. 

A lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  was  first  estab- 
lished in  this  village  in  the  year  1S09.  The  charter  was 
granted  by  the  graud  lodge  of  this  State,  of  which  Hon. 
Do  Witt  Clinton  was  Grand  Master.  It  was  dated  March 

I.  1809,  and  names  Stephen  Benton  to  be  Master.  Abijah 
H.  Beach  to  be  Senior  Warden,  and  Sherman  Page  to  be 
Junior  Warden.  The  lodge  was  organized  as  “ Freedom 
lodge,  No.  179.”  The  communications  were  held  in  an 
upper  room  of  the  house  of  Stephen  Benton,  which  stood 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Major  C.  D. 
Fellows.  Here  they  were  held  until  the  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  In  this  fire  a portion  of  the  lodge  records 
were  destroyed,  and  the  earliest  date  now  in  possession  of 
the  lodge  is  January  19,  1815,  when  a meeting  was  held 
and  the  following  officers  elected,  viz.:  Abel  Morse.  M. ; 
Roswell  Wright,  S.  W. ; Dr.  Nijah  Cone,  J.  W. ; Daniel 

C.  Hayes,  Treas.  ; Sherman  Page,  Sec. ; Gilbert  Cone,  S. 

D.  ; Elias  Mead,  J.  D.  ; John  Shepard,  Steward  : William 
Wilmot,  Tyler.  During  the  anti-Masonic  period  the  lodge 
ceased  its  labors.  It  was  reorganized  as  Freedom  lo !_’<•, 
No.  324,  in  the  month  of  January,  1854,  with  A.  B.  M al- 
so n as  Master;  R.  G.  Mead,  S.  W. ; and  A.  D.  Williams. 

J.  W.  The  charter  was  granted  Aug.  8,  1854. 

The  following  persons  have  served  as  Master,  viz.  : ' 
Benton,  1809;  Abel  Morse,  Isaac  Haves.  A.  II.  If  aeb  il 
A.  Beach,  Henry  Ogden,  A.  B.  Watson,  T.  McCall.  A.  1*. 
Williams,  R.  G.  Mead,  M.  B.  Luthur,  W.  J.  Thomp-  •». 
J.  J.  Rogers,  L.  S.  Nyc,  D.  P.  Loomis,  C.  Slade,  B 
I Scofield,  F.  G.  Bolles,  C.  C.  Siver,  T.  C.  Monroe.  Da'  I 
i Finch,  O.  F.  W.  Crane,  A.  II.  Meeker,  G.  B.  Fellows 
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BANK. 

A banking-office  was  organized  in  this  village  in  1867,  ! 
by  North,  Sivcr  & Co.,  and  continued  by  them  until  1870,  | 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  present  proprietors,  ! 
Thomas  G.  North  & Co.,  comprising  Thomas  G.  North  and 
his  father,  Colonel  Samuel  North. 

UNADILLA  CHAPTER,  NO.  17S,  R.  A.  M. 

This  chapter  was  originally  organized  under  the  name  of  j 
Unadilla  chapter,  No.  73,  under  a charter  granted  by  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York,  dated  j 
at  Albany,  Feb.  7,  1822,  signed  by  M.  E.  Ezra  Armes,  j 
Grand  High  Priest ; M.  E.  Richard  Hatfield,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest;  M.  E.  Joseph  Enos,  Jr.,  Grand  King;  M.  [ 
E.  John  Brush,  Grand  Scribe ; M.  E.  Eb.  Wadsworth,  Grand  1 
Secretary,  “ Authorizing  and  empowering  our  worthy  com-  ! 
panions,  Solomon  Warner,  First  High  Priest,  Heman  Kel-  { 
sey,  King,  and  William  Beach,  Scribe  of  a chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  be  by  virtue  hereof  formed,  consti- 
tuted and  holden  at  Unadilla,  in  the  county  of  Otsego  and 
State  of  New  York.” 

On  the  8th  day  of  March,  1822,  M.  E.  Joseph  Enos, 
Grand  King,  being  present  on  the  occasion,  proceeded  to 
form,  constitute,  and  install  the  following-named  companions 
as  the  first  officers  of  this  chapter  : M.  E.  Solomon  Warren, 

H.  P. ; E.  Heman  Kelsey,  King ; E.  William  Beach, 
Scribe;  L.  Nash,  Captain  of  the  Host;  Sherman  Page, 
Principal  Sojourner;  0.  Loveland,  Royal  Arch  Captain; 

E.  Foote,  M.  1st  Veil ; J.  Judson,  M.  2d  Veil ; S.  Freeman, 

M.  3d  Veil.  After  the  ceremonies  of  installation  were 
concluded,  on  this  the  first  meeting  of  the  chapter,  the 
following  applications  for  membership  were  received : Isaac 
Hayes,  Curtis  Noble,  Moses  G.  Benjamin,  David  Finch,  Joel 
Bragg,  Henry  A.  Beach,  Roswell  Wright,  William  Fairchild, 
William  Wilmot,  M.  A.  Perry,  Silas  Spalding,  and  Elisha 
Tucker.  And  it  was  voted  that, in  consideration  of  Bros. 
Perry,  Spalding,  and  Tucker  being  clergymen,  they  should 
be  given  the  degrees  on  paying  two  dollars  each.”  This 
first  meeting  of  the  chapter,  it  appears  from  the  records,  ex- 
tended over  a period  of  three  days,  during  which  time,  in 
addition  to  the  other  business  of  organizing,  installation, 
etc.,  the  above-named  candidates  for  membership  were  all 
elected,  advanced,  passed,  received,  and  acknowledged,  and 
exalted  to  the  most  sublime  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  minutes  of  this  meeting  were  kept  by  Sherman  Page, 
and  afterwards  copied  into  the  book  of  records  by  Roswell 
Wright,  Secretary. 

At  the  regular  convocation,  held  on  the  3d  of  November 
of  the  same  year  (1S22),  the  following  officers  were  elected 
and  installed  : Isaac  Hayes,  High  Priest ; II.  Kelsey,  King; 

L.  Nash,  Scribe  ; A.  B.  Watson,  Captain  of  the  Host ; II. 

A.  Beach.  P.  S. ; D.  Finch,  R.  A.  C. ; Joel  Bragg,  M.  1st 
V.;  W.  Fairchild,  M.  2d  V. ; II.  Halford,  M.  3d  V.;  C. 
Noble,  Trcas. ; Roswell  Wright,  Sec. ; Wm.  Wilmot.  Tvler. 
At  the  next  election,  held  Dec.  23,  1823,  the  following  of- 
ficers were  elected:  11.  A.  Beach,  11.  P.  ; Isaac  Hayes, 
King;  L.  Baxter,  Jr.,  Scribe ; A.  B.  Watson,  Captain  of 
the  Host;  D.  Finch,  R.  A.  C. ; Roswell  Wright,  See. 

In  December.  1821,  the  following-named  were  elected 
officers:  II.  A.  Beach,  II.  P. ; Isaac  Hayes,  King;  A.  B.  i 
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Watson,  Scribe  ; D.  Finch,  Captain  of  Host ; W.  Fairchild. 
P.  S. ; Joel  Bragg,  R.  A.  C. ; C.  Noble,  Treas. ; Ro.-well 
Wright,  Sec.  ; Wm.  Wilmot,  Tyler. 

In  1825  the  officers  were  A.  B.  Watson,  II.  P. ; John 
Edgerton,  King  ; C.  S.  Rogers,  Scribe;  D.  Finch,  C.  of  II.  , 
T.  McCall,  P.  S. ; J.  Pooler,  R.  A.  C. ; C.  Noble,  Trexs. ; 
Roswell  Wright,  Sec. ; Wm.  Wilmot,  Tyler. 

At  the  election  for  officers,  Dec.  19,  1826,  the  following 
were  elected:  D.  Finch,  High  Priest;  T.  McCall,  King; 
A.  D.  Williams,  Scribe  ; Rufus  G.  Mead,  Capt.  of  the 
Host;  S.  Betts,  P.  S.  ; J.  Tyler,  R.  A.  Capt.;  C.  Noble, 
I.  Hayes,  and  E.  Foote,  Masters  of  the  Veils;  Neil  Rob- 
ertson, Trexs.;  A.  B.  Watson,  Sec.;  Wm.  Wilmot,  Tyler. 

Dec.  4,  1827,  the  following  officers  were  elected  and  in- 
stalled: II.  A.  Beach,  H.  P. ; A.  D.  Williams,  King:  A. 

Peck,  Scribe;  II.  Ogden,  Capt.  of  the  Host;  Arnold  B. 
Watson,  P.  S. ; D.  Finch,  R.  A.  Capt. ; Isaac  Hayes. 
Treas.;  Wm.  II.  Havens,  Sec.;  Wm.  Wilmot,  Tyler. 

The  last  records  of  the  convocations  of  Unadilla  chapter, 
No.  73,  that  can  be  found,  are  dated  Feb.  5,  1328.  when 
the  chapter  opened,  transacted  the  usual  business,  worked 
the  Mark  aud  Past  Masters  degrees,  and  closed  in  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  As  there  are  no  records  or  minutes 
after  this  meeting,  it  is  presumed  that  this  chapter,  as  was 
the  case  with  many  other  Masonic  bodies  of  this  State 
about  that  time,  succumbed  to  the  fierce  fanatical  war  that 
was  being  waged  by  the  enemies  of  the  Masonic  brother- 
hood, and  which  swept  over  our  land  like  a tidal  wave, 
seemingly  carrying  everything  before  it,  entering  largely 
into  our  State  politics,  and,  for  a time,  placing  the  institu- 
tion of  Freemasonry  under  a ban  that  no  society  less 
ancient  and  honorable,  or  founded  upon  any  other  prin- 
ciples than  the  cardinal  Masonic  virtues  of  Faith,  hope, 
charity,  morality,  and"  brotherly  love,  could  have  ever 
fully  recovered  from  and  assumed  the  proud  position  which 
it  occupies  at  the  present  day,  numbering  among  the  active 
and  ardent  members  of  the  Royal  Craft  the  noblest,  best, 
and  most  gifted  of  our  representative  men,  iu  all  stages 
and  conditions  of  life,  including  judges,  clergymen,  profes- 
sors, statesmen,  etc. 

We  now  pass  over  an  interval  of  some  thirty-six  years, 
during  which  time  we  can  find  no  movements  or  eflorts  ou 
the  part  of  the  Royal  Arch  fraternity  to  reorganize  their 
chapter  until  February  S,  1S64,  when  the  chapter  was 
opened  by  M.  E.  Comp.  M.  B.  Luther,  by  order  of  Most 
Excellent  Comp.  Joseph  B.  Chaffee,  Special  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  who,  being  present,  proceeded  to  constitute 
and  dedicate  the  chapter  in  due  and  ancient  form,  under  a 
now  charter,  dated  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  3,  1864.  arid  sigued 
bv  the  following  grand  officers:  Darius  A.  Ogden,  M.  K. 
Grand  High  Priest ; Horace  S.  Taylor,  M.  E.  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest;  Seymour  II.  Stone.  M.  E.  Grand  Kinu; 
Ilcese  G.  Williams,  31.  E.  Grand  Scribe;  and  John  O.  V !■ 
Grand  Secretary,  authorizing  E.  Comp.  Martin  B.  Lu- 
ther to  be  the  first  High  Priest,  Arnold  B.  V at- n th< 
first  King,  and  Hiram  Edgerton  the  first  Scribe  «>t  I na- 
dilla  chapter,  No.  178,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  be  hc.d 
at  Unadilla,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  \.  After  the  ceremoni'  > c 
instituting  and  dedicating  the  chapter  and  instalunu  V 
three  principal  officers,  the  following  were  elected  and  hi- 
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stalled  Tor  the  ensuing  Masonic  year:  Gilbert  B.  Scofield, 

Captain  of  the  Host;  Jabez  J.  Rogers,  Principal  So- 
journer; Chuuncey  Slade,  Royal  Arch  Captain;  Delos  0. 
Thompson,  Master  of  Third  Veil ; Joel  Bragg,  Master  of 
Second  Veil ; John  Edgerton,  Master  of  First  Veil ; C. 
S.  Rogers,  Treas. ; David  P.  Loomis,  Sec.;  John  Gray, 
Tyler. 

The  number  of  members  now  on  the  chapter  register,  in 
good  standing,  is  fifty-nine,  as  per  last  report  to  grand 
chapter.  The  whole  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  en- 
tered on  the  register  since  the  organization  of  the  chapter, 
in  1864,  is  one  hundred  and  nineteen.  The  decrease  in 
numbers  is  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  many  of  the  Com- 
panions dimitting  to  form  new  chapters ; Delaware  chap- 
ter, No.  251,  of  Walton,  Delaware  county,  and  Hillington 
chapter,  No.  224,  of  Morris,  drawing  most  of  their  char- 
ter members  from  Unadilla  chapter.  The  regular  convo- 
cations are  held  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  each  month, 
at  Masonic  Hall.  The  following  are  the  present  officers  of 
the  chapter:  Frank  G.  Bolles,  M.  E.  High  Priest;  David 
P.  Loomis,  E.  King;  Taylor  L.  Arms,  E.  Scribe;  Wesley 
Mulford,  Treas.;  Chas.  M.  Thompson,  Sec.;  Chas.  P. 
Perry,  Captain  of  the  Host ; Chas.  S.  Hyatt.  Principal  So- 
journer; George  B.  Fellows,  Royal  Arch  Captain;  Justin 
Dibble,  M.  Third  Veii ; Z.  C.  Brewster,  M.  Second  Veil ; 
James  0.  Griffin,  M.  First  Veil;  M.  B.  Luther,  Chaplain; 
C.  M.  Thompson,  Organist;  0.  F.  W.  Crane,  Tyler;  H E. 
Bailey,  D.  P.  Loomis,  and  W.  Mulford,  Trustees. 

UNADILLA  LODGE.  NO.  128,  ANCIENT  ORDER  OF  UNITED 
WORKMEN. 

A lodge  of  the  above  order  was  organized  in  this  village 
Jan.  30,  1878,  by  Will  C.  Hiekox,  Grand  Guide  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  and  installed  for  the  ensuing  year : Rev.  Charles 

L.  Pelletreau.  P.  M.  W.  and  Chaplain  ; Frank  G.  Bolles, 
Master  Workman;  Taylor  L.  Arms,  General  Foreman; 
Chas.  P.  Perry.  Overseer;  James  0.  Griffin,  Recorder; 
George  B.  Fellows,  Financier:  Dr.  Joshua  J.  Sweet,  Med- 
ical Examiner  and  Receiver;  Rufus  K.  Teller.  Guide;  M. 
W.  Day,  Inside  Watch;  Frank  Buckley,  Outside  Watch; 
George  M.  Burgiss.  A.  J.  Williams,  and  A.  II.  Watkins, 
Finance  Committee;  Robert  Stenson,  Wesley  Mulford.  and 
C.  P.  Perry,  Trustees ; L.  5.  Watkins.  Martin  Siver.  and 
Theodore  Carr,  Business  Committee.  The  lodge  starts  off 
with  about  thirty  charter  members,  and  meet  the  first  and 
third  Monday  evenings  of  each  month.  For  the  present 
thev  meet  iu  the  Good  Templars’  hall  while  making  ar- 
rangements for  a permanent  place  of  meeting.  There  is  a 
beneficiary  fund  attached  to  this  order,  which  gives  two 
thousand  dollars  to  the  heirs  of  every  deceased  member, 
which  is  paid  by  an  assessment  of  one  dollar  and  five  cents 
on  each  surviving  member. 

CENTENNIAL  LODGE,  NO.  288,  I.  O.  OF  G.  T., 

was  organized  Jan.  27.  1876.  by  Mr.  J.  L >rt  n.  of  Durham, 
Greene  Co..  N.  \'.T  with  fifteen  «-harter  members.  Rev. 
E.  C.  Herduian  filled  the  office  of  W.  C.  T.  for  the  first 
term.  The  lodge  first  held  its  regular  weekly  sessions  in 
the  Mcthodi.-t  Episcopal  church  ; since  that  time  they  have 


occupied  and  removed  from  several  places  until  Feb.  7, 
1877,  when  they  moved  into  and  occupied  the  rooms  va- 
cated by  the  Y'oung  Men’s  Christian  Association.  They 
have  occupied  these  rooms  up  to  the  present  date.  The 
lodge  is  in  a very  prosperous  condition,  and  bids  fair  of 
doing  a good  work.  The  principal  officers  for  the  present 
term  are  C.  S.  Hyatt,  W.  C.  T. ; W.  E.  Jordan,  W.  R. 
Sec. ; R.  S.  Balistere,  G.  L.  D. 

UNADILLA  ACADEMY. 

This  educational  institution  was  established  in  1851,  and 
the  following  were  the  first  stockholders,  viz. : 

A.  B.  Watson,  22  shares;  A.  D.  Williams,  16;  L.  B. 
Woodruff.  12;  Erustus  Kingsley,  13;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Noble. 
8 ; Mrs.  Anna  and  Curtis  A.  Noble,  4 ; C.  I.  Hayes,  8 ; 
Joel  Bragg,  5;  E.  Odell,  5;  estate  of  Isaac  Hayes,  12; 
Mrs.  Minerva  Hayes,  7 ; Peter  Weidman,  2 ; estate  of  Joel 
C.  Bragg,  1 ; John  Viney,  1 ; Daniel  Bissell,  1 ; A.  Jud- 
son,  1 ; John  Colwell,  1 ; A.  F.  Amsden,  1 ; E.  M.  Pack- 
ham,  3 ; L.  L.  Woodruff,  1 ; II.  D.  Blakeley,  1 ; Henry 
S.  Woodruff,  1 ; Joseph  P.  Shaw,  1 ; Darwin  N.  Ed.son, 
1 ; E.  Carmichael,  1 ; Salmon  G.  Cone,  2 ; estate  of  N.  H. 
Adams,  1 ; J.  C.  Gregory,  1 ; R.  G.  Mead,  2 ; Wru.  J. 
Thompson,  2 ; John  M.  Betts,  1 ; Geo.  R.  Porter,  1 ; total, 
139  shares. 

A building  40  by  50  feet  in  size,  and  two  stories  in 
height,  was  erected  in  1850,  at  a cost  of  83000.  The 
school  opened  in  1850,  with  Dewitt  Barker  as  principal. 
The  following  have  officiated  as  principals  from  its  organi- 
zation to  the  present  time,  viz.  : Dewitt  Barker.  Mr.  Ely.  A. 

E.  Burt,  R.  L.  Thacher,  Mr.  Webster,  S.  E.  .Smith,  F. 
Bagg.  Frank  B.  Arnold,  J.  H.  Willetts,  and  J.  O.  Griffin, 
the  present  incumbent,  assisted  by  Miss  L.  Maria  Sperry. 

The  present  board  of  trustees  is  as  follows:  F.  A.  Sands. 
Samuel  North,  Geo.  B.  Fellows,  James  White,  L.  L. 
Woodruff,  H.  C.  Gregory,  H.  E.  Bailey,  Evander  Odell, 

F.  B.  Arnold,  W.  II.  Emory,  and  D.  P.  Loomis. 

Colonel  Samuel  North  is  president  and  Hon.  D.  P. 

Loomis  secretary.  In  August,  1875,  the  academy  re- 
ceived an  endowment  from  the  town  of  Unadilla.  being 
money.?  received  upon  the  sale  of  stock  in  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna  railroad.  The  institution  is  now  iu  a pros- 
perous condition,  and  not  too  much  praise  can  be  bestowed 
upon  its  enterprising  progenitors  and  those  through  whose 
! efforts  it  has  been  sustained  and  fostered. 

UNADILLA  MILITARY  RECORD. 

Henry  B.  Crooker,  eaL  in  Co.  K.  * >th  12,  1*"  1 ; ir.  tattle  of  *», 

ilouiitain,  Antiettm,  Fred^rickaturg,  Drury’*  Bluff,  Suffolk.  Pel 
Chafin’*  Farm  ; di«.  Oct.  20, 1W4. 

George  F.  Crooker,  enl.  in  Co.  K.  -'tth  Sept.  13,  l5^!  ; d is.  Oct.  20,  1 

Mar-hall  A.  Gr*ni  — , enl.  in  t'o.  K.  • *th  fUjrt.,  S eft.  12,  JfKl  in  Dt **  - ' 

South  Mountain,  Antietani,  Ciir,.J#n,  fir»t  Fr*d>rV.k atmrjr,  *ie/#>  of  < harl**- 
ton,  Bcrmoda  Hundred,  Dmry  * BlufT;  in  the  Burnjide  expedition ; ds* 
at  I>Vi  Surrender. 

George  B JoTdan,  cnl.  in  O K . t *th  Bert  'ep*  14  1*M  . tat:!  of  i * 
erKkjbnrg ; *!•  < in  Bum«i ! • exj  iit-  f * di*.  Jan.  1-,  W/i. 

Ilulert  J.  ITnCchir.*  en!.  in  Co.  K,  ht  lb  Jau.  \i,  l-'d  . •)  * J . 

Rri4*#’ll  Thorp,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  €fh  N.  T.  Cav.,  S*pt.  22,  lKd  ; din.  * 1*  • 

- 

Max  1 W. 

Miiltam  L.  Bunnell,  ml  in  Co.  A.  l*t  S.  7 Engia-er-,  2,  1 mfA  , !•«  J J 
i*6S. 

John  S enl.  in  Co.  F.  ]2!ft  Regt. ; killed  at  dnscellofoill/  • 

1*3. 


i 
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Wm.  T.  Smythe,  onl.  In  Co.  K,  89th  Regt.,  Sept.  17,  1861  ; In  tjattl«-s  of  South 
Mountain,  Autietam,  mid  Fredericksburg;  dis.  Dec.  12,  1803. 

William  A.  Tiller,  enl.  In  Co.  If,  141th  Keg t;  din.  June  25,  lfc65. 

C'harhw  N.  Hanford,  ml.  in  Co.  E,  00th  Kegt.,  Oct.  1*61 ; died  of  yellow  fever 
at  Key  West,  Florida,  Sept.  26, 1862. 

George  J.  A meg,  enl.  In  Co.  E,  Qt»th  Kegt.,  Oct.  1/5, 1861 ; rli-4.  March,  1862. 

Hiram  E.  Spencer,  enl.  In  Co.  K,  144th  Kegt.,  Aug.  25,  1864  ; dig.  Jun*?  2'*,  1867. 

Edmon  Nichols,  **nl.  in  Co.  1, 2d  N.  Y.  II.  Art.,  Ju,n.  21,  1804;  wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania; did.  June  25,  1x65. 

Wilkinson  Nichols,  did.  Oct.  1x6-7. 

David  Nichols,  wounded  at  Spotsylvania ; die.  Oct.  1865. 

Henry  Nichols,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  65th  Kegt.,  Aug.  18,  1864;  wounded  at  Hatcher’s 
Run,  Feb.  16,  1865 ; died  Feb.  16,  1865. 

Peter  Weidman,  enl.  in  Co.  U,  144th  Kegt.,  Aug.  26,  1x04;  in  battled  of  Honey 
Hill  and  Bull'd  Neck  ; dls.  June  17,  i860. 

Jacob  F.  Weidman,  enl.  in  Co.  U,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  26,  1804;  In  battl**e  of 
Honey  Hill  and  Bull’d  Neck;  dig.  June  17,  1*05. 

Abial  J.  Williams;  enl.  in  Co.  II,  114th  ltegt.,  Aug.  8,  1802;  did.  at  New  Or- 
leans, July  3,  1863. 

James  Richardson,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 40th  Regt.,  March  12,  1802;  taken  prisoner  at 
the  Peninsula,  Seven  Days’  Fight,  June  26,  1862;  sent  to  Libby  Prison; 
paroled,  Oct.  1862. 

Edward  CannichaiL,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  lolst  Kegt.,  Feb.  3,  1802;  captured  in  battle 
of  Malvern,  1802;  in  Belle  Isle  prison  four  weeks;  dis.  March,  1*65. 

James  T.  Wilkins,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  48th  Kegt.,  Aug.  3,  1864;  wounded  before  Pe- 
tersburg; dis.  June  3,  1x65. 

Adelbert  J.  Worden,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  48fh  Regt. 

Robert  L.  Bale* ter;  enl.  in  Co.  B,  3d  N.  Y.  Art.,  April  12,  1801  ; wounded  a? 
Yorktown,  May,  1862;  pro.  to  1st  lieut.,  Feb.  16,  1862  ; res.  S*?pt.  1865,  to 
enter  navy. 

George  Akins,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  22d  Regt.,  July  26,  1862 ; dis.  on  surgeon's  certifi- 
cate. 

Jedediah  Vensleo,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  14,1861 ; dis.  Nov.  1804. 

Morris  Shaw,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.;  in  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Wilderness,  and  Spottsylvania ; present  at  Lee’s  Surrender ; 

* dis.  June  25,  1865. 

Erastus  S.  Hawks,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt. ; wounded  in  battle  of  Wilderness; 
prisoner  at  Richmond  three  months  and  two  days  ; dis.  June,  1865. 

George  R.  Wheeler,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  22d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Sept.  3,  1864;  re-enl.  in  Cus- 
ter’s div.,  Oct.  19,  1x04  ; wounded  at  Cedar  Creek  ; dis.  June  15,  1865. 

Milton  R.  Vandevort,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  1864;  captured  before  Pe- 
tersburg, Sept.  20, 1804;  in  Salisbury  prison  until  Feb.  22,  186-7;  dis.  June, 
1865. 

Alonzo  Olds,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862 ; in  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
Antietam,  Chancel  lore  ville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Run,  Rappahannock  station, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and  Winchester;  wounded  at  Fisher's  Hill, 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Petersburg,  and  Lee’s  Surrender;  dis.  July  12, 1x65. 

Wesley  A.  Vandevort,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Aug.  1864 ; raptured  before  Pe- 
tersburg, Sept.  3,  1864;  in  Salisbury  prison  until  Nov.  7,  1864,  where  he 
died  of  consumption  and  privation. 

David  T.  Cotton,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  6,  1862;  captured  July  21, 
1864,  and  sent  to  Danville  prison;  paroled  Feb.  18,  1805;  dis.  June  25, 
186-7. 

George  Grant,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  161st  Regt.,  Sept.  22,  1862;  wounded  at  Mansfield, 
April  8,  1864  ; dis.  July  15,  1X64. 

Lawson  Grant,  eni.  in  Co.  K,  161st  Regt. ; dis.  Oct.  1X65. 

Henry  J.  Halsted,  enl.  in  Co.  b,  3<i  N.  Y.  Cav.,  July  23,  1861 ; pro.  V*  sergt. ; 
served  under  GeuU.  Stone,  Banks,  Burnside,  Foster,  Peck,  Butler,  and 
Terry;  re-enlisted. 

William  Rogers,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  1 14 tU  Regt.,  Feb.  1X64;  dis.  July,  1x65. 

Peter  Rogers,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  114tii  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  Winchester 
and  Cedar  Cre»-k  ; dis.  June,  1865. 

Eli  Rogers,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  161st  Regt.,  Aug.  1X62;  dis.  Oct.  1x67. 

Gilbert  Rogers,  eni.  in  Co.  E,  114tli  Kegt.,  Jun.  9,  1*64  ; dis.  Oct.  9,  1865. 

Albert  Rogers,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  114th  Regt.,  Dec.  1863;  dmi  on  Red  River  ex- 
pedition, 1864. 

Bradford  J.  D.  Fox,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  76th  Regt. ; killed  at  Wilderness,  May  12, 
1864. 

Samuel  L.  Grant,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  161st  Regt.,  Jan.  1864;  died  of  smallpox  at 
Albany. 

Duane  Potter,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  N.  Y.  Engineer*.  Sept.  3,  1x64 ; dis.  July  7, 1x65. 

George  H.  Johnson,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  x'Jth  R*gt.,  Jan.  4, 1x64;  in  battles  of  Peters- 
burg, Bermuda  Hun  lr»-d,  Deep  Bottom,  fold  Harbor,  capture  of  Peters- 
burg, and  Lee’s  Surrender;  uis.  Aug.  3,  1865. 

William  N.  Webb,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  ©9th  Regt.,  Sept.  12,  1861  ; died  in  hospital  at 
Alexandria,  Dec.  11,  1x62. 

James  Webb,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  K**gt.,  Aug.  27,  1x64 ; captured  before  Peters- 
burg, S-pt.  3,  1*64  ; di*  •!  in  Salisbury  prison,  D-  c.  2.7,  A. 

Chanc*-y  Hell,  enl.  in  • *.  F,  12 1st  Rpgt.,  Aug.  Ivi2;  dis.  Mar*  h,  1*64. 

Milo  Olds,  enl.  in  F,  l2l*t  K*-gt.,  An;.  12.  1-  , in  battles  r.f  Ant -'Cam 

and  > re*  ie  ricks  burg ; wounded  at  Cbancellorsville  ; dis.  Dec.  -5,  1-oL 

Benjaaiio  Foot,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  76th  Regt.,  D*-c.  3,  1©61 ; pro.  to  a jm.  sergt. ; r - 
enl.  Jan.  1,  18*13 ; dis.  July  21,  1x65. 

Henry  II.  Grani-s,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  l2lst  Kegt.,  Aug  186-1 ; dis.  July,  1*65. 

Benjamin  M.  Ni-h-.ln,  *nl.  in  C*.  F,  l - 1 at  l>gt.p  Aug.  b«.j;  dis.  July  1^*7. 

Lou i S.  Nichols,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  l2l»t  R-gt.,  Aug.  Ivvd  . wounded  at  F r-  i-  ri<  ks- 
turg,  Dec.  8,  1x62;  aUo  at  Jailer  s Creek,  April,  1*65;  dis.  June  17,  I ©<75. 


Robert  C.  Hastings,  enl.  In  Co.  G,  168th  Regt.,  Nov.  1862;  dis.  Nov.  3,  1*63 
Frederick  Albright,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  lb-gt  ; wounded  May  i,  at  < ii.m*  * Ii-.r*- 
Title ; dis.  J tine,  1865. 

George  G.  Hoy t,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  144rh  Regt.,  Aug.  3,  1864;  in  batflii  of  II. .my 
Hill,  Chattahoochee,  charge  on  Jones'  Island;  dis.  June  *25,  1 86.7. 

Thomas  T.  Webb,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  41th  Regt.,  Aug.  2**,  1861;  in  batth-s  ••(  V k- 
town,  Hanover  Court-House,  Seven  Days'  Fight;  ill-*.  F*4i.  23,  1x6  1:  re-enl. 
George  Hawks,  enl.  in  Co.  I.,  1.7th  N.  Y.  Cav  , Dec.  14  186  J;  wounded  at  Ai. tie- 
torn  ; dis.  July  11,  1865. 

Edwin  Morgan,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  117th  R**gt.,  July  22,  1863;  dls.  June  29,  lx*.*. 
David  Akins,  enl.  In  Co.  M,  3d  N.  Y.  Light  Art  , Nov.  1861  ; di-.  D*-  1 +'A. 

Henry  Valentine,  enl.  iti  Co.  C,  both  Regt.,  Sept.  1,  1x64;  dis.  June  •*,  1x67 
J iid "on  Buckley,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  146th  Regt.,  Oct.  1863;  wounded  at  North  Ai.u.i, 
May  23,  1864  ; dis.  July  3,  1X65. 

Bateman  Wasson,  enl.  in  Co.  B,  127th  Regt.,  Sept.  2,  1X64;  dis.  June  22,  1867 
Samuel  Akins,  enl.  in  Co.  11, 15th  Regt. ; dis.  Mar.  15,  1865. 

Laurence  Hague,  enl.  in  121st  Regt.;  dis.  July  7,  1865. 

John  J.  Hague,  enl.  In  Co.  I,72d  Regt.,  May,  1861  ; wounded  at  Gettysburg, .Inly 
3, 1863;  dis.  May,  1864. 

Edward  Swollen,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  89th  Regf.,  Jan.  9,  1864;  dis.  May  29,  1867. 
Reuben  D.  Buckley,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  48th  Regt.,  Jan.  16,  1867;  dis.  >**pt.  1.  l*»-7. 
Jonathan  L.  Hanford,  enl.  in  Co.  M,  39th  L ght  Art  , Nov.  1©61  ; transferr*  <1  to 
3d  N.  Y.  Heavy  Art.;  re-enl.;  dis.  July  8,  1867. 

William  H.  Crane,  enl.  in  Co.  0,  121st  Regt..  July  24, 1862;  wound'.--]  at  1 han- 
cellorsville,  31ay  3,  1865;  dis.  March  25,  1804. 

Charles  York,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  1*21  - 1 Regt.,  Aug.  1x62;  irr  battles  of  Antietani, 
Freder  cksburg,  Gettysburg,  Chaucellorsville,  Rappnhniin«>ck  .Station,  W il 
rierness,  Spottsylvania,  Winchester,  and  Sailor's  Creek  ; wounded  at  Sail  r« 
Creek. 

William  J.  Place,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  89th  Rpgt.,  Sept.  16, 1861 ; in  battles  of  Camden, 
South  Mountain,  Ant  etam,  Fredericksburg,  Suffolk,  before  Fort  W.-gm-r, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  and  Pef  -rsburg ; dis.  Oct.  19,  1X64. 

George  L.  Fisk,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  loth  N.  Y.  Cav,  Sept.  3,  1862;  pro.  to  corp. ; • r- 
derly  to  Generals  Warren  and  Davies;  dis.  July  4,  1867. 

Charles  3.  Fisk,  enl.  in  3d  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Jan.  12,  1x64;  died  in  hospital,  Ang. 
28,  1867. 

Richard  Slade,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  N.  Y.  Heavy  Art  , Jan.  12,  1X64;  wounded  at 
Spottsylvania;  did.  Oct.  12,  1867. 

Charles  Thompson,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  144th  Regt.,  Aug.  25,  1865;  dis.  June  25,  18*5. 
William  H.  Chase,  enl.  in  the  76th  Regt. 

Thomas  P.  Collins,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.;  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  dis. 
June  25, 1865. 

Philip  31.  Spencer,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.  ; wounded  at  Winch  ster;  di-. 
April  17,  1867. 

William  Martin,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  89th  R*gt.,  Jan.  14, 1864;  re-enl. 

John  Bartley,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  106th  Regt.,  Oct.  186J;  died  in  hosp  tai,  April  7, 
1864. 

William  Bartley,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  9ofb  K**gt.,  Oct.  1861  ; re-enl. 

Welles  Whitney,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  28th  Cav.,  Sept.  1861 ; dis.  Sept.  186*2. 

John  Parvis,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  3*1  N.  Y.  Cav.,  July  *23,  1801. 

Samuel  B.  Thompson,  enl.  iri  Co.  K,  76th  R-’gt.,  Nov.  1x61  ; dis.  July,  1862. 
Delevan  Cr*x*nse,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  22d  N.  Y.  < av  , ><*pt.  3, 18€4  : dis.  June  15,  18*75. 
James  T.  Jewett,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  12lst  R**gt.,  Aug.  1x62;  dis.  July  6,  1©67. 

George  S.  Juice,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  Gist  Regt,,  Sept.  1861;  pro.  at  Fair  Oaks  to  <-r- 
derly,  and  again  to  1st  Heat,  at  Gettysburg. 

Arnos  Arnold,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  16th  N.  Y.  Car.,  Aug.  1862;  wounded  at  Sulphur 
Springs  ; dis.  Oct.  4,  1867. 

Leroy*  Feller, enl,  in  Co.  E,  10th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  Jan.  12,  1867;  dis.  J*in«-,  1x67 
Henry  L.  Whitney,  enl.  in  Co.  E,90th  Kegt.,  Oct.  1x61 ; dis.  3 Larch,  1x02. 

George  Crandall,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  1st  N.  Y.  Eng.,  Aug.  29,  1x04  ; 1*-.  July  3,  1***7. 
Char.es  Fisher,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  144th  K^gt.,  Aug.  3W,  1804;  dis.  Jun**  *.  i 
Oscar  F.  Chatficld,  enl.  in  Co.  F.  I2ist  Regt.;  died  while  home  on  & furl  .gb. 
May  15,  1865. 

Charles  A.  Bartholomew,  enl.  in  Co.  31,3d  N.  Y.  Light  Art-,  Dec.  .7,  1x62;  dis. 
July  8,  1867. 

Alfred  C.  Bartholomew,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  R**gt.,  Aug.  18<  2;  killed  xt  Wilder- 
ness, May,  18*74. 

Daniel  C.  Osborn,  enl.  in  Co  31,  3d  N.  Y.  Art.,  Dec.  1861  ; re-enl.;  di*  July, 
1867. 

Charles  31.  Gardner,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  l»ith  C ar..  in  1*64. 

James  J.  Copper,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  9»*th  R-gt.,  Oct.  1«'»1 ; dis.  March,  H4. 

De  Witt  C,  Warren,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Eng.,  Aug.  1864;  dis  July  7.  1*67. 

Ilwwarl  Brown,  enl.  iu  Co.  K,  161  st  Regt.,  SUpt.  lxs*J;  dis.  ScpC  lxo5 
Charles  31.  Gardiner,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  loth  N.  Y In  l*  -». 

Thomas  enl.  in  Co.  K,  - »tb  Regt.,  s**pt.  1-*  l ; die«J  in  h apitai. 

Iarn-s  Raynor,  eni.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Brgt.;  *lis.  Is* 

Thomas  3Iotf,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  51st  K©gt. ; kill*-l  «t  Newbero,  Jar*.  Is*  j 
| Rowell  Ki«h--p,  l**st  arm  on  P«*nin»n!a. 

j Frank  G.  Boiler,  1 1 li.-uL,  enl.  in  («.  F,  l2l»t  Re^L,  Aug.  I*u2;  re-igri*-*  3fsr  a 

The  following  enlisted  :n  1^0 1,  of  whom  thcr  U no 
| record  : 

• Gurl-s  L.  -ilsib,  Ittni-  m 9haw,  flisrlci  M(*ntg<»mery,  Jsih-s  l'im  1* , *-%n*uel 
Finch,  Al/mbam  Huiitk,  3l.»rtii»  Xnyd«-r,  Eiro-.nJ  Wint»,» y,  'I  16* 
low.  Orville  Taylor,  Wm.  i#.  .Xniilh,  A.  J.  I.  R«»  bard  J Thayer.  • tsar  I • 
L.  Wheat,  James  A.  Fre**r,  Ge««rke  x \ t.  h*ds.  Th^«»l«»r*  K liiii,  V4  *...«  *»  II 


■ 
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Brooks,  John  Jones,  John  Brownell,  Wm.  II.  Hnlet,  Charles  B.  Wakefield, 
Wm.  II.  Mudford,  El  his  J.  Buhcock,  John  A.  Palmer,  Jacob  Keyser,  Henry 
H.  Hubert,  Henry  Schleider,  James  II.  Warring,  Nelson  Walker,  David 
Darling,  James  W.  Pierce,  Nelson  Sinor,  Theodore  Smith,  An  N.  Rose, 
Henry  Follick,  August  Smith,  John  Sullivan,  Robert  Swinbuni,  John  F. 
Hagland,  John  Shanley. 

Charles  A.  Jones,  enl.  in  the  .'id  N.  Y.  Cav.,  1864. 

Max  Bnshaw,  enl.  in  the  1 4'Jth  Itegt.,  1804. 

Albert  A.  Hager,  enl.  in  the  14‘Jth  Itegt.,  18»4. 

Philander  McConiber,  enl.  in  the  1 4 *♦  t h Itegt.,  1864. 

James  Kcehy,  enl.  in  the  140th  Itegt.,  1804. 

Henry  Tollman,  enl.  in  the  3d  N.  Y.  Art.,  1864. 

John  Smith,  enl.  in  the  111th  Itegt.,  1804. 

Edmund  Stevens,  enl.  in  the  lllth  Itegt.,  180i. 

Thomas  Templeman,  enl.  in  the  lllth  itegt.,  18JI4. 

James  Wilson,  enl.  in  the  lllth  Itegt.,  1864. 

Orin  C.  Sprague,  enl.  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1804. 

Elrnon  C.  Herrick,  enl.  in  the  144th  liegt.,  1804. 

Andrew  Lamphere,  died  in  hospital. 

Nelson  Wilber,*  1st  Eng. 

John  W.  Ostrander,  enl.  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1804. 

John  S.  Cummings,  enl.  in  the  144tl»  Itegt.,  1804. 

Silas  Olmsted,  enl.  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1804. 

Arthur  Campbell,  enl.  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1804. 

Wm.  D.  Cuyl,  enl.  in  tho  144th  Itegt.,  18(4. 

Theodore  Olmsted,  enP  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1SG4. 

Gilden  Kipeubark,  enl.  in  the  144th  Itegt.,  1804. 

, Geo.  W.  Olmsted,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  1804. 

Harvey  A.  Shaw,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  1864. 

George  M.  Stoddard,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.,  1804. 

Willard  Henry,  1st  Eng. 

George  Van  Sehaick,  enl.  in  the  90th  Regt , Aug.  1801  ; died  at  Key  West,  1863. 
Laurenco  A.  Bartholomew,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  in  battles  of 
Chancellorsville,  Autietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Rappahannock 
Station,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Winchester,  and  South  Mountain. 
Henry  Netter,  enl.  in  the  114th  Regt.,  Aug.  1802;  died  1863. 

George  Montgomery,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  127th  Regt.,  Sept.  7,  1804;  dis.  Sept.  1865. 
William  Cooper,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  7,  1804;  dis.  June,  1865. 

Thomas  Blincoe,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  13,  1804 ; dis.  June  7,  1865. 
Ransom  Aglesworth,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  1st  Eng.,  Sept.  13,  1804;  dis.  June  7,  1865. 
Lenard  L.  Butler,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  2d  Art.;  killed  at  Petersburg,  June  18,  1864. 
Benjamin  Colton,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  140th  Regt.,  Oct.  1C,  1802;  dis.  July,  1865. 
George  Maccomber,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  9oth  Regt.,  Oct.  1801. 

August  Albright,  enl.  in  Co.  A,  13th  Heavy  Art.,  Aug.  1S64;  dis.  Sept.  1865. 
John  Cook,  enl.  in  Co.  E,  90th  Regt.,  Dec.  1801 ; dis.  March,  1862. 

Isaac  Durham,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  dis.  June,  1863;  re-enl. 
Erastus  S.  Hawks,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1862;  dis.  June,  1805. 

Sixteen  persons,  whose  Dames  are  unknown,  were  enlisted 
in  regular  service  January,  1S65,  for  three  years,  by  bro- 
kers in  New  York,  at  8701)  bounty  each,  all  to  the  credit 
of  the  town  of  Unadilla.  The  following  enlisted  in  the 
navy : 

Chancey  Eckerson,  enl. 'Aug.  20,  1SG2:  gunboat  “White  Head  ;”  dis.  Aug.  1803. 
Roberts.  Dniester,  enl.  Nov.  11,  1863;  gunboat  “ Linda;”  dis.  May  1,  1805. 
Janies  Raynor,  enl.  March,  1804;  gunboat  “ Tecumseh  ;”  lost  on  “ Tecumsoh”  in 
Mobile  Bay. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


£ GEORGE  W.  PALMER, 

youngest  son  of  Thomas  Palmer  and  Mary  Spencer  his 
wife,  was  born  April  4,  1818,  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia  Co., 
N.  Y.  Ilis  grandfather,  Thomas  Palmer,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  1738.  George  \Y.  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
succeeded  in  acquiring  an  education  that  well  fitted  him 
for  his  subsequent  successful  business  career. 

He  was  raised  a farmer ; but  two  years  after  marriage 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Harlemvillc,  N.  Y. 
lie  remained  here  until  184.7,  when  he  removed  to  Rider’s 
Mills,  N.  Y.,  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  also  j 
purchased  a grist-  and  fiouriug-miil  which  lie  operated  in  ! 


partnership  with  C.  Coon.  He  remained  in  business  here 
with  various  partners,  and  subsequently  located  at  Kinder- 
book,  still  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  He  afterwards 
came  to  Otsego  County  and  purchased  the  property  now 
owned  by  Palmer  it  Johnston,  which,  like  the  other  mill 
property,  was  in  a bad  condition  at  the  time  of  his  purchase. 
After  expending  more  in  repairs  than  the  original  cost,  he 
succeeded  in  building  up  a successful  business.  Five  years 
later,  Lorenzo  Humphrey  sold  his  interest  to  Thomas  J. 
Wiley,  Peter  Humphrey,  and  David  M.  Johnston.  Mr. 
Wiley  subsequently  retired  from  the  partnership,  and  about 
two  years  since  Mr.  Palmer  purchased  the  interest  of  Peter 
Humphrey;  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  con- 
ducted by  Palme/  & Johnston.  Their  spoke-factory  and 
saw  mill  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  February.  1873,  but  have 
since  been  rebuilt.  Their  property  is  now  in  a splendid 
condition.  A fine  double-paged  view,  showing  the  resi- 
dences of  [Messrs.  Palmer  and  Johnston,  the  paper-mill, 
jjnd  their  other  manufactories,  may  be  seen  among  the 
illustrations  of  this  town. 

May  19.  1S42,  Mr.  Palmer  married  Fanny,  daughter  of 
Rufus  and  Maria  Humphrey,  and  granddaughter  of  David 
Humphrey,  old  residents  of  Claverack,  Columbia  Co.,  X.  Y. 
They  have  had  three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Win- 
throp  T.  Palmer,  died  at  the  age  of  four  years ; the  next 
a daughter,  Fidelia  H.,  was  married  Oct.  6,  1S(19,  to  David 
M.  Johnston,  son  of  David  Johnstou,  one  of  the  old  family 
residents,  and  an  early  settler  of  Sidney  Plains,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y. ; the  youngest,  Georgia  A.,  was  married  Sept. 
26,  1877,  to  Joseph  B.  Doty,  of  Unadilla,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  Palmer  has  for  many  years  been  an  ardent  advocate 
and  worker  in  the  temperance  reform  ; he  joined  a total- 
abstinence  society  in  1840,  and  ever  since  has  been  con- 
nected with  some  temperance  organization.  He  made  a 
profession  of  religion  in  early  life.  His  wife  and  himself 
are  both  members  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Sidney 
Plains.  Starting  in  business  with  a small  capital,  Mr. 
Palmer  has,  by  perseverance  and  judicious  management, 
established  a large  and  prosperous  business,  and  acquired  a 
competence,  at  the  same  time  enjoying  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  townsmen. 


LARKIN  II.  BLANCHARD. 

Isaiah  Blanchard  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  May  27. 
1787.  His  ancestors  originally  came  from  Scotland. 
When  he  was  nine  years  of  age  his  father  moved  to  7 er- 
mont.  He  came  to  Otsego  County  in  the  year  1806.  and 
settled  in  the  town  of  Unadilla.  Dec.  28,  1S13,  he  was 
married  to  Mehetubel  Knapp.  Twelve  children  were  the 
result  of  this  marriage,  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  He 
died  Dec.  22,  1866  f Mrs.  Blanchard  died  Jan.  22.  1-30. 
Ebenezer  is  living  on  the  old  homestead,  and  L.irkiu 
H.  has  a fine  farm  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  a view  "i 
whose  residence  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  another  j 
of  this  work.  Larkin  II.  married  Miss  Mary  Wyman 
They  are  pleasantly  located,  and  are  surrounded  l y 'l'1' 
attributes  of  a happy  rural  home. 
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Arnold  Beach  Watson,  the  subject  of  the  following 
memoir,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rensselaerville,  Albany 
county,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  12,  1798.  His  father's  name  was 
Josiah  Watson.  He  was  a respectable,  independent  farmer, 
and  at  times  held  important  offices  in  the  town.  His  mother  s 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Beach,  who  died  when  Arnold  was 
only  two  and  a half  years  old,  leaving  him  as  her  only  sur- 
viving child.  The  sympathies  and  attachment  of  the  father 
for  his  orphau  son  were  very  great,  and  continued  through 
life.  He  was  proud  of  his  moral  bearing  and  scholastic 
attainments.  He  was  placed  at  school  at  an  early  age,  and 
there  was  never  a year  of  his  life  from  the  time  he  was  live 
years  old  until  June  1,  1821,  but  what  he  was  either  attend- 
ing or  teaching  school.  In  school  he  often  took  the  high- 
est prize  awarded  to  merit  or  proficiency  in  his  class. 

When  Arnold  was  four  and  a half  years  old  his  father 
married  his  second  wife,  who  was  to  him  a kind  and  watch- 
ful mother.  At  eleven  years  of  age  he  became  an  anxious 
inquirer  after  religious  truth,  and  a hopeful  convert  to  the 
Teachings  of  the  Bible.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
baptized,  and  soon  after  was  confirmed  by  Bishop  Hobart, 
of  the  Episcopal  church, — neither  of  his  parents  at  that, 
time  being  professing  members  of  any  church.  At  four- 
teen years  of  age  his  father,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
the  trustees  of  a very  large  district  school  in  his  native 
town,  consented  to  let  him  take  charge  of  the  summer 
school  which  lie,  a mere  boy,  taught  through  a term  of  six 
mouths,  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  seventy  schol- 
ars, to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  II is  father,  at  an  early  day, 
placed  him  in  a select  school,  taught  by  a talented  clergy- 
man, where  lie  was  associated  with  young  men  much  older 


than  himself,  who  were  pursuing  the  advanced  classics.  His 
classical  studies  were  closed  at  the  Greenville  academy,  in 
Greene  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  a very  complimentary  certificate 
tendered  him  by  its  principal.  He  taught  with  entire  sat- 
isfaction a large  school  in  Oakville,  Greene  Co..  N.  Y..  and 
while  there  received  an  application  to  take  charge  of  an 
academical  school  in  Unadilla,  Otsego  County.  The  news 
of  his  leaving  was  received  with  universal  regret  in  Oak- 
ville. The  Masonic  lodge  of  that  vilage  held  a special  ses- 
sion and  conferred  upon  him,  without  charge,  the  three  first 
degrees  of  that  order  as  an  evidence  of  their  regard.  This 
was  an  agreeable  surprise  to  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  N t 
long  after  his  advent  in  Unadilla  he  was  elected  Master  of 
the  Masonic  lodge  in  that  place,  and  continuously  re-elected 
for  fifteen  years.  He  was  also  elected  High  Priest  of  the 
chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  holding  the  office  for  nearly 
fifteen  years.  The  grand  royal  areh  chapter  of  the  State 
of  New  York  deputized  him  as  an  instituting  and  install- 
ing officer  of  that  body  for  his  vicinity. 

Since  the  fall  of  1821  Unadilla  has  been  his  residence. 
After  teaching  the  academy  two  and  a half  years,  a promi- 
nent merchant  of  Unadilla  village,  whose  health  was  then 
quite  delicate,  solicited  him  to  become  a partner  in  his  busi- 
ness. He  accordingly  dismissed  his  school  and  June  1 
IS24)  entered  upon  his  business  career.  The  co|  irtic  r- 
sliip,  which  continued  six  years,  was  only  terminated  : ? 
the  death  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Wright,  who  esteemed 
so  highly  that  he  presented  him,  just  before  his  d-  u!i  " 
a valuable  gold  seal,  and  by  his  will  made  Mr.  " ;l 
executor  of  his  estate.  In  fulfilling  the  wide  -it 
friend  and  partner, and  in  closing  up  tlu*  estate.  !.<•  ro< > 
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a valuable  testimonial  to  bis  faithful  services  from  the  lawyer 
representing  the  widow  and  minor  heirs. 

In  the  fall  of  1840,  without  solicitation,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  legislature,  where  he  served  not  only 
upon  several  important  committees,  but  while  in  11  com- 
mittee of  the  whole”  was  called  to  the  speaker's  chair  to 
preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the  house 

For  forty  years  he  was  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

In  1844  he  established  the  Unadilla  bank,  as  an  individual 
bank,  with  a capital  of  850,000  ; this  bank  he  owned  and 
operated  himself  for  twenty  years,  and  during  that  time  no 
bank  in  the  State  stood  higher.  In  185-  he  became  inter- 
ested and  actively  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Al- 
bany and  Susquehanna  railroad.  One  of  the  original  movers 
in  the  enterprise,  Mr.  Watson,  at  the  first  meeting,  held  in 
1852,  was  elected  a director,  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  that 
to  no  member  of  that  body  is  more  credit  due  for  the  sue-  j 
cessful  completion  of  the  road.  He  was  offered,  but  de-  j 
dined,  the  presidency  of  the  company  in  consequence  of 
• his  own  business,  which  required  the  greater  portion  of  his 
attention.  He  was,  however,  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  locate  depots  and  assess  the  amounts  for  which  each 
town  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  road  should  issue  bonds  to 
secure  the  building  of  the  same. 

No  man  has  done  more  to  build  up  and  advance  the 
interests  of  his  village  than  Mr.  Watson.  In  his  church 
for  thirty  years  he  was  its  senior  warden  and  treasurer,  and 
a liberal  contributor  to  the  purchase  of  the  cemetery,  par- 
sonage, etc.  The  Unadilla  academy  passed  through  a long  j 
financial  struggle,  endeavoring  to  raise  the  means  for  build- 
ing, etc.,  but  without  success,  until  Mr.  Watson  came  to  its 
relief ; he  raised  the  money  in  one  day  to  buy  the  lot,  build 
the  house,  and  furnish  the  same  with  library,  laboratory 
apparatus,  and  bell.  This  institution  is  now  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  in  this  section  of  country.  There  are  few 
persons  who,  from  early  childhood,  have  spent  so  active  and 
industrious  a life  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  his 
family  relations  he  has  been  peculiarly  blessed,  and  his  chil- 
dren have  given  unmistakable  evidence  of  thorough  educa- 
tion as  well  as  religious  and  moral  training. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Meredith,  Dela- 
ware Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1808.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Sally  Chapman.  His  father  was  a native  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  of  English  origin.  The  family  came  to  Unadilla 
iu  the  year  1816,  and  the  following  year  purchased  the 
farifi  on  which  the  Chapman  family  still  reside.  The 
land  at  that  time  was  nearly  all  heavily  timbered.  John 
was  unfortunate  in  business;  and  about  the  year  1830  left 
the  farm,  which  was  considerably  encumbered,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Uriah,  and  went  to  Tompkins  county,  where  he 
died  March  18,  H58,  his  wife  having  died  a few  years 
earlier. 

Upon  the  departure  of  his  father  for  Tompkins  county, 
Uriah  set  himself  to  work  with  a will  to  pay  off  the  in- 
debtedness ; and  the  results  show  that  he  was  successful  in 
accomplishing  the  undertaking,  which  was  no  small  matter 
in  those  early  days,  when  money  was  so  hard  to  get. 


Dec.  3,  1835,  he  married  Maria  Spencer,  daughter  of 
Ithamer  and  Matilda  Spencer.  Mr.  Spencer  was  born  in 
Columbia  Co.,  N.  \r.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his 
parents  in  17.%,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Maryland.  He 
moved  to  Unadilla  in  1846,  and  in  1844  was  chosen  a 
ruling  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  born  four  children,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely,  David  P.  and  Watson, 
both  of  whom  are  living  on  the  old  homestead  with  their 
mother.  They  have  a fine  farm,  and  some  of  the  best 
stock  in  the  town.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a man  of  unusual 
industry,  of  unbending  integrity,  of  unflinching  fidelity  to 
his  convictions,  and  of  consistent  piety.  Hence  he  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  for  manv 
years  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
died  Feb.  1,  1869. 


ELI  C.  BELKNAP. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  is  a native  of  Guilford. 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  28, 
1822,  son  of  Ebcnezer  and  Henrietta  Belknap.  When  he 
was  twelve  years  of  age  he  was  bound  as  an  apprentice 
to  Chester  Wright,  a farmer,  residing  at  Westford.  in  Ot- 
sego County ; and  as  such  worked  on  his  farm  until  he 


reached  his  majority.  He  attended  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  term  each  year  until  his  twentieth  year. 
Subsequently  he  taught  school  during  the  winter  term  for 
several  years. 

He  commenced  reading  law  with  Win.  B.  Hawes,  at  I n - 
dilla,  in  1815,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1 > 19.  ID 
has  since  continued  the  practice  of  law  at  that  place.  At 
the  age  of  thirty,  June  9,  1853,  lie  married  Miss  Caroline 
Eclls,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eells,  of  Unadilla.  Mr.  Belk- 
nap stands  high  in  his  profession,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county. 
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THE  CONE  GENEALOGY. 

Daniel  Cone  married  in  Scotland,  and  was  the  father  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  emigrated  to  Had  dam, 
Conn.,  and  with  others  purchased  Thirty-iuile  island  for 
thirty  coats.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  as  was 
also  his  son  Jared,  father  of  five  children. 

Stephen  Cone,  first  son  of  Jared,  married  Susannah 
Clark  ; father  of  six  children.  Settled  in  Boltou,  Conn. 

Zachariah  Cone,  Sr.,  third  son  of  Stephen,  married  Mary 
Gilbert.  Settled  in  Hebron,  Conn. ; father  of  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Four  of  the  sons  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Una- 
dilla,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  till  their  deaths,  viz., 
Daniel  and  Gilbert  Cone,  farmers  and  manufacturers;  Ada- 
nijah,  physician  for  forty  years;  Gardner,  farmer — all 
deceased. 

Gilbert  was  elected  a member  of  the  legislature,  and  filled 
many  important  offices  in  town. 

Samuel  emigrated  to  Georgia  in  an  early  day,  and  died 
in  Atlanta. 

Zachariah,  Jr.,  born  in  Andover,  Conn.,  and  settled 
in  Hebron  ; married  Wealthy  Kingsbury  ; was  the  father  of 
seven  children,  four  of  which  are  now  living.  A.  G.  emi- 
grated to  California  in  184(3.  Is  a speculator. 

H.  B.  emigrated  to  Chicago,  and  was  largely  engaged  as 
a lumber  dealer.  He  died,  leaving  six  children,  five  bovs 
and  one  daughter. 

N.  K.  was  educated  at  the  memorable  ‘ Old  Brick  school- 
house”  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  Bacon  academy,  Colchester. 
Was  a merchant  at  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  From  thence 
emigrated,  about  the  year  1825,  to  Alabama,  at  the  head 
of  navigation  on  the  Alabama  river,  and  established  a 
trading  post  with  II.  B. ; leaving  in  1S37,  and  soon 
after  engaged  in  farming,  surveying,  engineering,  land 
agency,  etc.,  managing  a large  and  valuable  real  estate 
of  the  Hon.  Geo.  Law.  lie  has  one  son,  a celebrated 
attorney,  graduate  of  Hobart  college,  both  occupying  the 
same  office  in  the  village  of  Batavia,  where  N.  K.  has 
resided  most  of  the  time  since  leaving  the  south.  One 
daughter  recently  graduated  at  a celebrated  college. 

Harriet  M.  married  Wm.  R.  Phelps,  in  business  on 
Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Has  two  grown-up 
daughters,  musicians.  Eleven  of  the  name  graduated  at 
Yale  college  previous  to  the  year  1S4S  ; and  all  by  the  name 
of  Cone,  living  or  dead,  so  far  as  the  writer  is  informed,  are 
Episcopalians. 

S.  G.  Cone  was  born  in  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  educated 
^ at  the  memorable  “Old  Brick  school-house”  in  the  same 
place,  and  Bacon  academy,  Colchester,  after  which  he  taught 
the  high  schools  at  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Middle 
Haddatu  ; was  also  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Sag 
Harbor,  L.  1.,  from  the  year  1835  to  the  year  1S40.  By 
the  recommendation  of  the  Hun.  John  S.  Peters,  governor  j 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Hon.  II.  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, he  taught  three  years  at  New  Castle,  Henry  county, 
Ky.,  teaching  the  highest  English  branches,  mathematics, 
and  languages,  etc.  He  came  to  Unadilla,  N.  Y , in 
1843,  and  married  rhe  only  daughter  and  descendant  of 
Gardner  and  Sarah  Cone ; since  which  time  has  been  one 
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of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  farmers  and  stock -raiser* 
in  the  towu. 

Mercy  Ann,  wife  of  S.  G.,  died  May  1,  1S47.  aged 
twenty-three  years. 

He  married,  March  19,  1862,  Julie  E.  Fowler,  thin! 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Sarah  Fowler,  of  English  descent. 
They  have  two  children,  viz.,  Sarah  A.,  born  July  21. 
1867  ; and  Salmon  F.,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  12,  1S76. 

About  twenty  years  ago  S.  G.  Cone,  with  great  charac- 
teristic foresight,  which  has  ever  marked  his  business  career, 
went  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  invested  largely  in  real 
estate,  purchasing  2000  acres  in  Livingston  county.  Then 
it  was  a wild  expanse  of  prairie,  but  he  has  transformed  it 
to  one  of- the  finest  agricultural  regions  in  the  State. 

Colonel  North  visited  this  locality  in  1S74.  and  in 
speaking  of  Mr.  Cone’s  farm  says,  “I  rode  with  Mr.  Curie 
over  the  entire  of  his  2000  acres  on  one  of  his  rounds  of 
inspection,  and  wherever  we  went  nature’s  first  trreat  law 
was  plainly  discernible  ; order  had  wrought  out  its  perfect 
work  ! Between  landlord  and  tenants  it  was  agreeable  to 
see  there  were  feelings  of  mutual  friendship  and  re- 
ciprocity. The  leases  between  them  have  been  so  carefullv 
and  explicitly  drawn,  that  no  doubtful  questions  arise  about 
which  to  cavil ; so  that,  from  his  remote  home  in  Unadilla. 
Mr.  Cone,  like  a veteran  commander  surveying  the  battle- 
field from  a distant  standpoint,  can  direct  with  particularity 
the  operations  on  his  broad  acres  in  Illinois,  with  mure 
satisfaction  and  better  results  than  did  the  political  generals 
of  the  last  war  the  campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
from  their  quarters  in  Washington. 

“ From  the  particulars  that  I have  written  we  can  arrive 
at  the  conclusions,  first,  that  he  is  a model  farmer ; and 
second,  that  he  is,  beyond  all  contingency,  a very  rich 
man.  The  realization  of  this  fact  has  no  effect  in  puffing 
him  with  pride  or  restraining  him  from  labor,  for  each 
successive  day  finds  him  at  his  habitual  work  on  one  or  the 
other  of  his  Susquehanna  valley  farms,  an  example  of  in- 
dustry and  thrift  worthy  of  imitation.” 


CHAPTER  LXXIY. 

TOWN  OF  WESTFOED. 

Organization — Geographical  — Topographical  — Early  Settlers  an  i 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — First  Town-Meeting — Officers 
Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  ISO'J  to  1ST' — Preser.'. 
Town  Officials — Agricultural  and  General  Statistics — Area — Equal- 
ized and  Assessed  Valuation — Population. 

The  territory  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
town  originally  comprised  a portion  of  the  old  town  of 
Cherry  Valley.  It  became  a part  of  Worcester  when  that 
town  was  taken  oft  from  Cherry  Valley,  and  remained  a- 
I such  until  March  — •) , ISO'',  when  from  Worcester  w.i-  : 
oil  the  three  present  towns  of  West-ford,  Maryland,  : 
Decatur.  It  lies  southeast  of  the  centre  of  the  county, 
and  is  hounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  bv  Middletb  . i 
and  Roseboom  ; on  the  oast  by  Decatur;  on  the  south  • v 
Worcester,  Maryland,  and  Milford;  and  on  the  \vi--t  by 
Middlefield.  The  surface  is  hilly,  the  summits  in  many 
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places  rising  to  a height  of  250  to  400  feet  above  the  val-  | 
leys.  The  soil  is  fertile,  particularly  along  the  streams,  [ 
and  consists  chiefly  of  a sandy  loam  of  excellent  quality. 

Westford  was  not  as  early  settled  as  many  of  the  other  i 
towns  in  the  county,  the  first  settlement  having  been  made  j 
in  about  the  year  1790.  It  is  stated  by  Mr.  French  in  his 
“ Gazetteer”  that  the  first  settlements  were  made  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town,  viz.:  “Thomas  Sawyer,  Ben- 
jamin Chase,  Oliver  Salisbury,  Alpheus  Earl  and  father, 
Artemas,  Moses,  and  David  Howe,  and  Ephraim  Smith, 
all  from  Vermont.” 

It  is  claimed,  however,  that  the  first  settler  in  the  town 
was  Robert  Roseboom,  who  came  from  New  Jersey  and 
located  in  the  northeast  part,  in  the  locality  now  known  as 
Maple  Valley. 

An  honored  pioneer  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town 
was  Oliver  Bidlake,  who  came  from  Massachusetts  in  1790, 
and  settled  on  lands  now  owned  by  Moses  Flint,  about  two 
miles  southeast  of  the  village.  Three  sons,  Nathan,  Daniel, 
and  Asa,  reside  in  the  town.  The  former  is  a merchant 
at  Westford  village,  and  has  in  all  probability  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  during  a longer  period  than 
any  person  living  in  the  county.  “ ’Squire”  Bidlake,  as  he 
is  familiarly  called,  has  officiated  in  this  capacity  twenty- 
eight  consecutive  years. 

Jesse  Wright  and  Elias  Brooks,  also  from  Massachusetts, 
came  into  the  town  at  about  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Bid- 
lake,  and  located  in  this  vicinity. 

Joshua  Draper  was  a pioneer  in  this  locality.  He  chose 
a location  on  lands  now  owned  by  a grandson,  John  D. 
Wright.  Fernando  P.  Draper,  also  a grandson,  resides  in 
the  village.  Eliphalet  Preston  was  a pioneer  in  this  locality 
on  the  premises  now  owned  by  Lewis  E.  Preston.  Lucy, 
a granddaughter  of  this  old  settler,  is  the  wife  of  Fernando 
P.  Draper,  mentioned  above. 

The  year  1793  witnessed  the  arrival  of  many  settlers 
anxious  to  locate  their  homes  in  this  fertile  country.  Prom- 
inent among  this  number  was  Benjamin  Chase,  of  houored 
memory.  His  sons  were  Benjamin,  Calvin,  Timothy,  Wil- 
lard, John,  Samuel,  and  William.  Benjamin  died  in  this 
town  in  about  the  year  1S52.  His  children  were  Philando, 
who  removed  to  California ; George,  now  residing  at  Cox- 
saekie ; Wesley,  Ira,  Betsey,  wife  of  Hiram  Pierce,  and 
Lucy,  all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Albany.  Calvin  and 
his  family  removed  to  Ohio  in  about  the  year  1S35. 
Timothy  died  in  about  1850,  leaving  the  following  children, 
viz.  : Sabina,  Harriet,  wife  of  the  late  Mr.  Coats,  residing 
in  -this  town.  Willard  was  a soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12, 
and  died  in  18GG.  His  children  are  as  follows:  John, 
Samuel  G.,  Jary,  Miles,  Robert,  and  Polly,  wife  of  Charles 
E.  Tipple,  all  residents  of  Maryland ; Henry  resides  iu 
Otsego,  Edward  iu  Kansas,  Aluion  in  Davenport,  and  Daniel 
in  Schoharie  county.  Of  this  remarkable  family  Jary, 
Edward,  Miles,  Daniel,  and  Robert  all  served  in  the  late 
Rebellion,  and  were  honorably  discharged  at  the  expiration 
of  their  terms  of  enlistment.  None  of  them  were  wounded. 
This  family  gave  ten  votes  for  Abraham  Lincoln  each  time 
he  was  elected,  and  nine  votes  for  General  Grant,  the  father 
at  that  time  being  dead.  Samuel  was  a soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812  and  a pensioner.  He  died  in  about  18G8,  leaving  I 


children  as  follows:  Colonel  W.  H.  Chase,  of  Washington, 
Ashley,  Reuben,  and  Alphonso  D.,  now  of  Kansas.  These 
three  also  were  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  were  hon- 
orably discharged.  The  daughters  of  this  family  were  as 
follows:  Mary,  now  a resident  of  Maryland,  and  Julia, 
wife  of  William  Musson,  of  this  town.  John  and  William 
emigrated  to  the  west. 

Elijah  Wilson  was  an  early  settler  on  lands  now  owned 
by  Henry  Conrad,  and  Eliphalet  Seward  on  the  premises 
nosv  owned  by  Geo.  Hanor.  Flavil  Wright  early  located 
where  Waldo  Griggs,  Esq.,  now  lives.  Numerous  descend- 
ants of  his  are  among  the  residents  of  the  town. 

Not  many  years  elapsed  after  the  first  settlements  were 
made  ere  the  tide  of  immigration  set  in,  and  the  territory 
now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  Westford  was  soon 
peopled  with  an  intelligent  class,  which,  iu  addition  to  those 
already  there,  formed  a community  of  upright  and  intelli- 
gent pioneers  who  have  left  their  imprint  upon  their  pos- 
terity. 

Eli  Tyler  came  from  Connecticut  in  about  the  year  1799, 
and  settled  on  the  premises  now  owned  by  Menzo  Tyler,  a 
grandson.  His  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Harvey,  Horace,  James,  Clarissa,  Maria,  Amanda, 
Mary  A.,  and  Jane.  Harvey  resides  in  Albany,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years;  a son,  James  E.  Tyler, 
resides  in  Schenevus ; Amanda,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Groff, 
lives  in  this  town  ; Mary,  wife  of  the  late  Hon.  George 
W.  Chase,  resides  in  Maryland;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Elder 
Lyman  Wright,  of  Binghamton  ; Horace,  James,  Clarissa, 
and  Maria  are  deceased. 

Andrew  Snyder,  now  living  in  the  village  of  Westford, 
was  an  early  settler  on  lands  now  owned  by  S.  E.  Tipple. 
Martin  Wright  was  an  early  settler  on  premises  now  owned 
by  a grandson,  Waldo  Griggs.  John  Darling  was  a pioneer 
on  lands  a portion  of  which  is  owned  by  his  sou,  J.  M. 
Darling.  W.  Darling,  also  a son,  lives  in  the  vicinity. 

A large  land-holder  in  this  town  was  Aaron  Baldwin,  who 
early  settled  on  lands  now  owned  by  Hiram  and  Henry 
Baldwin,  heirs. 

Among  those  who  early  located  at  Westville  was  the 
father  of  the  late  B.  Coats.  A grandson  now  occupies  the 
place. 

R.  Saxton  was  a pioneer  below  Westville,  on  the  premi- 
ses now  occupied  by  the  widow  and  two  sons.  On  the  hill 
east  of  Westville,  B.  Salisbury  was  an  earl}'  settler.  Two 
sons,  Gardner  and  John  R.,  live  iu  the  vicinity.  H.  Bice, 
father  of  Henry  Bice,  who  resides  iu  Schenevus,  was  also 
an  early  settler  in  this  locality.  In  the  south  part  of  the 
town  Amzi  Badeau  was  a pioneer. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  town  Deacon  Cassart  early 
located  on  premises  now  owned  by  W.  II.  II.  Cassart.  a son, 
and  David  Vandever,  a son-in-law.  In  this  vicinity  the 
father  of  Geo.  Knapp  was  also  a pioneer.  James  Badeau. 
brother  of  Amzi,  mentioned  above,  emigrated  to  this  town 
at  the  same  time,  and  located  on  au  adjoining  firm.  A - n 
William  Badeau.  lives  on  the  Creek  road. 

This  locality  was  known  as  “ Badeau  hill,”  and  num- 
bered among  its  denizens  many  of  the  substantial  pioneers 
of  the  town.  On  the  lands  now  owned  by  William  Man- 
ning, Blackwood  Hammond  was  a pioneer,  father  of  Rob 
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ert  Hammond,  who  resides  in  the  town  of  Maryland.  Still 
another  in  the  roll  of  pioneers  in  this  locality  was  the  father 
of  B.  Patrick.  A grandson,  Thomas  Patrick,  son  of  B. 
Patrick,  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  town.  lie 
manifests  much  interest  in  agricultural  matters,  and  is 
classed  among  the  progressive  agriculturists  of  the  county. 

In  the  locality  known  as  the  “ Dutch  settlement,”  Stephen 
and  Joel  Norton  were  early  settlers.  Eleazer  Pcasley  also 
early  located  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  known  the  country 
’round  as  a hunter  and  fisher.  A son,  Thomas,  is  an  in- 
habitant of  the  town. 

The  locality  known  as  Sperry  Hollow  was  early  settled 
by  five  brothers, — Daniel,  Nathan,  Ansel,  Elisha,  and  Peter 
Sperry,  from  whom  it  derived  its  name.  The  Spcrrys 
reared  large  families,  and  some  of  their  descendants  are  re- 
siding there  still. 

An  early  settler  in  this  vicinity  was  one  Iveech,  a basket- 
maker,  and  an  associate  of  Peasley  mentioned  above. 

In  the  locality  known  as  the  Hubbard  settlement,  Jared 
and  David  Hubbard  were  pioneers.  Mr.  Birge  early  lo- 
cated on  the  road  leading  from  Westford  to  Clarksville. 

Horace,  familiarly  known  as  “ Squire  Roberts,-’  was  a 
pioneer  on  the  old  homestead  now  owued  by  his  son,  Nelson 
Roberts.  John  Tipple  was  also  a pioneer  in  this  locality. 

Warner  Fellows  was  a post-rider.  He  lived  in  this  town, 
and  carried  the  mail  from  Westford  to  Cherry  Valley.  Syl- 
vanus  Harris  and  a Mr.  Black  were  pioneers. 

Calvin  Holmes  was  among  the  early  settlers,  locating  on 
lands  now  in  the  possession  of  S.  Thompson.  Two  sons — 
Horace  and  John — reside  in  the  town. 

. “ Bentley  Hollow”  derived  its  name  from  a worthy  pio- 
neer, William  Bentley.  The  old  homestead  is  now  occupied 
by  a son,  Wm.  P.  Bentley.  A brother  of  William,  famil- 
iarly known  as  Deacon  Bentley,  also  early  located  in  this 
vicinity,  and  was  instrumental  in  founding  the  Protestant 
Methodist  church  at  Bentley  Hollow.  William  H.  Bent- 
ley, a prominent  representative  of  the  Bentley  family,  re- 
sides at  Bentley  Hollow  (Maple  Valley  P.  0.),  is  postmas- 
ter, and  for  many  years  has  been  a successful  general  agent 
for  mowing-machines,  traveling  extensively  throughout  the 
United  States.  B.  Burlingame  owns  the  premises  upon 
which  Allan  Darling  was  a pioueer.  Jonathan  Davis  was 
also  an  early  settler  in  this  locality.  A son  and  daughter 
reside  in  Albany. 

The  first  store  in  Westford  was  opened  by  Ezra  Williams, 
and  stood  on  premises  now  occupied  by  John  Bell.  Mr. 
Will  iams  was  an  active  man  in  the  vicinity,  and  served  as 
town  clerk  from  1817  to  1821.  Henry  W.  Babcock  and 
^ George  Skinner  opened  a store  in  about  1S27,  in  the  build- 
ing now  occupied  by  Waldo  II.  Tyler.  Griggs  A Wright 
opened  a store  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Nathan  Bidlake. 
The  first  grist-mill  was  erected  by  Silas  Howe,  in  about  the 
year  1704.  French’s  “ Gazetteer”  states  that  this  mill  was 
built  by  Captain  Artcmas  IIowc,  but  undoubtedly  the  best 
authority  is  Squire  Nathan  Bidlake,  from  whom  our  infor- 
mation is  obtained.  The  second  mill  was  built  by  a Mr. 
Washburn  in  about  the  year  1818,  and  occupied  the  site 
of  the  present  mill  of  Robert  S.  Hall.  A earding-mill  was 
operated  in  about  the  year  1825  by  Hamilton  Babcock, 
which  sn>od  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  flax-mill 
45 
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owned  by  George  Wing,  Esq.  About  this  time  one  Gil- 
bert owned  and  occupied  a “ still”  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
village.  The  first  hotel  was  kept  by  David  Smith,  and 
stood  opposite  the  present  hotel,  and  is  now  occupies!  bv 
William  Kingsley  as  a dwelling.  The  pioneers  were  some 
time  without  a physician.  It  was  not  until  about  1815 
that  a resident  doctor  came  and  settled  in  their  midst.  This 
was  Dr.  John  Jackson,  who  practiced  here  until  his  dtiath, 
which  occurred  in  about  the  year  1830. 

Intimately  identified  with  the  interests  of  Westford  was 
Dr.  John  Drake,  who  was  born  here  in  1790.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  in  1824,  with  Dr.  Burbank, 
of  Albany,  and  took  a course  of  lectures  given  by  Profes- 
sors Marsh  arid  Armsby.  On  account  of  sickness  he  re- 
turned to  Westford,  and  studied  with  Dr.  Hanna  until 
1826,  when  he  went  to  Castleton,  Vt. ; attended  lectures, 
and  took  the  degree  of  M.D.  He  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Fulton  county  in  1827,  but  returned  to  his 
native  town  in  December,  1S29,  where,  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  he  performed  the  responsible  and  arduous  duties 
of  a physician.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Perlia  Judson  in 
1S31.  She,  and  live  out  of  eight  children,  survive  him. 
He  was  a member  of  assembly  in  1837,  has  been  supervi- 
sor of  his  town,  postmaster,  coroner,  and  president  of  the 
Otsego  medical  society  several  times.  In  all  of  the  various 
positions  to  which  he  was  chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
discharged  the  duties  with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency.  He  died  Oct.  23, 
1877. 

Captains  Artemas  and  Jonah  Howe,  brothers,  were  eariv 
settlers  near  the  village.  They  located  in  about  1793. 

On  the  lands  now  occupied  by  Garrett  Roseboom,  Dyer 
Adams  was  a pioneer,  and  where  Horace  Chase  owns,  Al- 
fred Farrels  was  an  early  settler.  William  Campbell  and 
Flavil  Wright  early  located  in  this  vicinity. 

One  Manning  was  an  early  settler  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  Jonathan  Wilsev.  He  was  a clothier,  and  con- 
tributed to  the  interests  of  the  town.  Two  sons.  Mason 
and  Judson,  are  deceased.  Three  grandsons,  John,  V il- 
liam,  and  Joseph,  are  residents  of  Maryland.  John  Chase 
located  where  E.  B.  Milks  lives,  and  Brom  Wilsev  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jonathan  Wilsev.  a grandson. 
Smith  Southerland  came  into  the  town  at  an  early  day,  and 
located  on  the  premises  now  occupied  by  Wesley  Southard. 
His  widow  is  also  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Elijah 
Iluson  is  remembered  as  a pioneer,  on  lands  now  owned  by 
Edward  Kelley,  and  Moses  Gove  early  settled  on  the 
premises  now  owned  by  Horace  Milks.  A sou,  George 
Gove,  is  a resident  of  the  town. 

Caleb  Thurbur,  from  Vermont,  was  among  the  early  set- 
tlers. He  had  a numerous  family,  only  three  of  whom  are 
now  living,  viz.:  Nathan,  who  resides  in  Virginia,  and  two 
daughters,  living  in  Elmira,  N.  Y.  Caleb  was  accom- 
panied into  the  wilderness  by  a son  named  Samuel,  who  re- 
mained in  the  town  until  1840,  when  he  re  mow  1 to  Rot 
Worcester,  and  died  there  in  about  the  year  Is’'.*.  U s 
widow,  wife  of  David  Hull,  resides  in  East  Worcester,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Their  children  are 
as  follows:  E.  R.  Thurbur,  resides  at  East  Worcester, 
where  he  has  been  a iqerchant  about  thirty  years ; he  was 
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succeeded  by  bis  son,  S.  M.  Thurbur,  in  1872,  who  con- 
tinues the  mercantile  business.  D.  W.  and  Nelson  Thur- 
bur  also  reside  at  East  Worcester,  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  George  lives  in  Broekport,  Jane  in  Decatur,  and 
Louis  in  Richmondville. 

Harvey  W.  and  Jonas  Babcock  were  active  pioneers  who 
settled  in  this  vicinity.  The  former  was  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  county  and  the  community  wherein  he  resided. 
He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  several  terms,  and  also  sheriff 
of  the  county.  Another  early  settler  in  this  vicinity  was 
George  Snyder.  A son,  Lyman,  occupies  the  old  homestead. 
Samuel  Hewitt  came  into  the  town  in  an  early  day,  and 
located  where  Henry  Prindle  now  lives.  A grandson,  A. 
C.  Do  Long,  Esq.,  resides  in  Schenevus.  On  the  hill  on 
th6  premises  now  occupied  by  Edward  Bentley,  his  father 
was  a pioneer. 

Timothy  Chase  was  an  early  settler  on  lands  now  owned 
by  a son-in-law,  Thomas  Webster. 

Robert  Roscboom  was  a prominent  pioneer  and  the  first 
supervisor  of  the  town.  He  officiated  in  that  capacity 
until  1S1 4. 

Other  early  settlers  in  Westford  were  Henry  Dumont, 
Charles  Mason,  William  W.  Gallup,  Garritt  Iloseboom, 
David  Smith,  E.  Wetmore,  Joseph  Wetmore,  Charles  Web- 
ster, Elijah  Nelson,  Samuel  Waterman,  J.  C.  Fowler,  George 
Robbins,  Dennis  Kelley,  David  Gano,  Marcus  Gilbert, 
Josiah  Hubbard,  Abel  Jones,  William  Horton,  John  Camp- 
bell, Elias  Chester,  James  Newton,  David  Adams. 

Westford  is  a pleasant  village,  located  northeast  of  the 
centre  of  the  town,  on  Elk  creek,  and  contains  four  churches, 
—Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Baptist, — and 
the  following  business  interests  : physician,  George  Sloan  ; 
merchants,  W.  II.  Tyler,  Nathan  Bidlake,  and  S.  E.  Man- 
zer ; carriage-shop  and  undertaker,  William  II.  Platner ; 
grist-  and  saw-mill,  Robert  S.  Hall ; flax-mill,  George 
Wing ; insurance  agent,  J.  K.  Tyler ; blacksmiths,  M. 
Connell,  J.  A.  Snyder,  and  0.  J.  Prime ; shoe-shops,  J. 
H.  Bell  and  N.  Banker. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEF.TINO 

was  held  at  the  house  of  David  Smith,  March  7,  1S09,  at 
which  the  following  officers  were  chosen: 

Supervisor. — Robert  Roscboom. 

Town  Clerk. — William  W.  Gallup. 

Assessors. — Rufus  Bentley,  Gerritt  Roscboom,  and  David 
Howe. 

Collector. — Henry  Dumont. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — Charles  Mason  and  David  Smith. 

' Commissioners  of  Highways. — Charles  Mason  and  E. 
Wetmore. 

Constables. — Joseph  Wetmore  and  Henry  Dumont. 

Fence  I lewers. — Charles  Webster,  Nathaniel  Griggs, 
and  Samuel  Babcock. 

Pathiiias/i rs. — Benjamin  Chase,  Sr.,  David  Adams, 
James  Newton,  Elias  Chester,  Calvin  Chase,  John  Camp- 
bell, William  Horton,  I)u\  id  Gilland,  Uriah  Bentley,  Abel 
Jones,  William  Howe,  Josiah  Hubbard,  Marcus  Gilbert, 
David  Guno,  Dennis  Kelley,  David  Hubbard,  J.  Griffon, 
George  Bobbins,  ,1.  C.  Fowler,  Samuel  Waterman,  C. 
1 burner,  Elijah  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Eliphalot  Preston. 


In  1S09  there  were  thirty-eight  persons  qualified  to 
serve  as  jurors  in  this  town. 

The  following  persons  have  officiated  as  supervisors  and 
town  clerks  from  the  organization  of  the  town  to  187S: 


SnporYinors.  Town  Clerks. 


1S09 

William  W.  Gallup. 

1810 

“ “ 

il  a 

181 1 

a u 

Ilenrv  Dumont. 

1812 

U ii 

John  Kelso. 

181.-! 

il  it 

ii  a 

181  t 

a u 

1815  

a a 

Simeon  Chester. 

1810 

Garritt  Roscboom. 

John  Kelso. 

1817 

Rufus  Bentley. 

1818 

St  it 

Ezra  Williams. 

181!) 

il  ii 

1S20  

“ “ 

ii  ii 

1S2I 

il  il 

ii  il 

1822 

ii  ii 

1822 

a a 

ii  il 

1824 

George  Skinner. 

1825 

Ezra  Williams. 

il  ii 

1820 

ii  it 

1827 

a u 

a ii 

1828 

a a 

a u 

1820 

a it 

IS  20 

a it 

1821 

a a 

a a 

1832 

a a 

u a 

1 S33 

u “ 

is:;i 

a a 

a a 

1S35 

a a 

Waldo  Skinner. 

1830 

John  Drake. 

1S37 

J.  11.  Griggs. 

1S3S 

Waldo  Skinner. 

1839 

u a 

ii  H 

1840 

Hanson  Wright. 

1841 

George  Skinner. 

1842 

“ “ 

1843 

David  Kelso. 

1844 

George  Skinner. 

1815 

George  Guy,  Jr. 

1840 

U ii 

1S47 

ii  ii 

1848 

Garrett  Rosebocm,  Jr. 

1849 

ii  ii 

1850 

ii  a 

1S5 1 

R.  K.  Jackson. 

1852 

J.  L.  Davis. 

1853 

ii  ii 

1S54 

ii  ii 

1 S55 

George  Guy. 

1856 

“ “ 

J.  T.  French. 

1S37 

ii  ii 

1858 

.......  “ u 

il  11 

1359 

Dwight  Chester. 

I860 

M.  J.  Hubbard. 

1801 

J.  C.  Holmes. 

1S62 

S.  E.  Manzer. 

1303 

a a 

Thomas  McNutt. 

1861 

J.  B re see. 

1S65 

Waldo  II.  Tyler. 

O.  J.  Prime. 

1806 

Erasmus  Snvticr. 

1867 

Waldo  11.  Tv  lor. 

S.  E.  Manzer. 

1868 

L.  F.  Preston. 

1869 

“ “ 

Melvin  Griggs. 

1870 

Melvin  Griggs. 

L.  F.  Preston. 

1871 

N.  Hull. 

1872 

J.  K.  Tyler. 

1873 

ii  ii 

1874 

S.  E.  Mnnzer. 

1 875 

George  Wing. 

D.  S.  Bidlake. 

1870 

il  ii 

The  town  officers  elected  in  1877 
Supervisor. — George  Wing. 

Town  Clerk. — Robert  S.  Hall. 

were  as  follows : 

Justice  of  the  Peace. — Myron  J. 

Hubbard. 

( onunissh 
u 1 ssessor.— 

>ncr  of  Highways. — II 
-Abram  Bulson. 

orace  Roscboom. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. — James  II.  Thomas  and  W iliu 
Utter. 

Collector. — John  T.  Wilbur. 

.1  editors.- 

— W.  O.  Wilbur,  J.  S. 

Newton,  and  J.  Emu: 

Constable! 

e — A.  Baldwin  and  William  Kingsley. 
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AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1SG5,  Westford  had  15,031  acres  of  improved  land, 
the  cash  value  of  which  was  $1,074,555.  There  were 
3372  acres  of  plowed  land,  and  5504  acres  of  pasture. 
Bushels  of  winter  wheat  harvested,  319  ; bushels  of  winter 
wheat,  101;  bushels  of  oats,  23,045;  bushels  of  barley, 
776;  bushels  of  buckwheat,  5959;  bushels  of  corn  har- 
vested in  1SG4,  5137  ; bushels  of  potatoes,  18,841  ; bushels 
of  peas,  175;  bushels  of  beans,  94;  bushels  of  turnips, 
800;  pounds  of  hops,  170,582;  bushels  of  apples,  18,254; 
barrels  of  cider,  451  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar,  24,191  ; 
pounds  of  butter,  102,250  ; pounds  of  cheese,  5841. 

Agricultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  3347  ; in 
pasture,  7389;  mown,  52 1G;  tons  hay  produced,  5G5S ; 
bushels  barley,  404  ; buckwheat,  4427  ; corn,  5934  ; oats, 
42,055  ; rye,  2481  ; spring  wheat,  270  ; winter  wheat,  274  ; 
beans,  11;  peas,  6G ; pounds  of  hops,  55,159;  bushels 
potatoes,  37,3G5  ; pounds  of  butter  made,  141,905  ; cheese, 
1065. 

Area. — Westford  has  an  area  of  20,812  acres,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  which  is  $455,250,  and  the  equalized 
valuation,  $330,911. 

POPULATION. 
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METHODIST 

EPISCOPAL 

CIIURCII  OF 

WESTFORD. 

This  religious  organization  was  effected  in  about  the 
year  1790,  and  the  first  church  building  was  erected  in 
1823.  It  was  40  by  GO  feet  in  size,  and  cost  $1300. 
This  society  has  had  but  two  church  edifices.  The  present 
one  is  52  by  3G  feet  in  size,  and  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$2500.  The  first  trustees  of  this  church  were  as  follows: 
Edward  Mills,  W.  Fellows,  J.  Perry,  A.  Van  Dusen,  and 
John  North.  The  present  trustees  are  John  Hull,  W.  II. 
Platner,  W.  II.  Tyler,  N.  Banker,  and  II.  Bell.  The 
church  has  a present  membership  of  113,  and  is  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Albert  F.  Brown,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  its  history. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CIIURCII. 

This  is  one  of  the  old  religious  organizations  of  the 
county,  having  been  formed  in  1800  by  Rev.  T.  Bushnell. 
The  first  pastor  who  officiated  for  the  church  was  Rev. 
George  Colton.  Among  the  first  members  were  Charles 
Mason,  Jonas  Babcock,  John  Manning,  and  Jo.-iah  Hub- 
bard. The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1809,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  edifice.  This  was  repaired  and 
remodeled  in  1852.  Among  the  ministers  who  have 
officiated  for  this  church  were  Messrs.  Caldwell,  Keys, 
Baldwin,  Gillett,  Clark,  Moore,  and  Campbell.  The 
present  trustees  are  Garrett  Ruseboom,  Robert  S.  Hall, 
and  II.  E.  Draper. 

IIAPTIST  CIIURCII. 

This  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  Elijah  Spafford  in 
1825.  At  its  organization  it  consisted  of  sixteen  members. 


It  was  not  until  about  ten  years  after  its  formation  that  a 
church  edifice  was  erected.  This  was  superseded  in  I860 
by  the  present  building,  which  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
$1000. 

ST.  timothy’s  church. 

This  church  organization  was  effected  in  1S38  by  Rev. 
Timothy  Minor,  the  first  rector.  The  church  building 
was  erected  in  1840.  In  18G7  it  was  repaired,  and  is  now 
a comfortable  and  convenient  house  of  worship.  The 
present  wardens  are  Andrew  Snyder  and  David  Kelso; 
vestrymen,  Nathan  Bidlake  and  Eevillo  Holmes.  The 
church  is  at  present  in  a more  prosperous  condition  than 
it  has  known  for  many  years  past.  Rev.  Theodore  A. 
Snyder  is  the  rector. 

THE  BAPTIST  CIIURCII 

of  Westville  was  organized  in  1830,  with  forty-four  mem- 
bers. The  first  settled  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Sawin.  The  first  church  edifice  was  erected  at  about  the 
same  time  with  the  organization  of  the  society.  The 
present  neat  and  substantial  edifice  was  erected  in  1871. 

THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

at  Westville  was  formed  in  the  year  1851.  The  organi- 
zation was  made  by  Rev.  David  Elliott,  who  became  the 
first  settled  pastor.  The'first  church  building  was  erected 
during  the  same  year  that  the  church  was  organized,  at  a 
cost  of  $1200.  The  present  church  edifice  was  built  in 
1871. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following-named  persons  eirlisted  from  this  town 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Our  thanks  for  this  li't 
are  due  to  J.  Iv.  Tyler,  Esq.,  of  Westford,  and  to  the  super- 
intendent of  the  bureau  of  military  statistics  at  Albany : 

George  C.  Allen,  lient.,  enl.  in  the  51st  Regt.  in  1861  ; killed  while  leading  his 
men  in  a charge  at  the  battle  of  Newbern,  N.  G\,  March  12,  1>*>2. 

Philor  Prindle,  enl.  in  the  51st  Regt.  in  1861 : died  in  camp  in  1801. 

Raymond  L.  Wright,  enl.  in  the  cavalry  in  1801,  and  was  killed  in  a charge  at 
the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va.,  Sept.  19,  1804. 

Henry  Wright,  enl.  in  the  S2d  Regt , Jan.  1802,  and  was  killed  on  skirmish  line 
at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  in  June,  1804. 

Augustus  Hoag,  enl.  in  the  7th  II.  Art.;  was  taken  prisoner  at  Spottsylvani.i, 
Va.,  in  May,  1804,  and  died  at  Andersimville. 

Wilber  Hosier,  enl.  early  in  the  war,  and  was  wounded  in  the  Wilderness, 
May  6,  18*>1;  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  died  a prisoner. 

John  Lansing,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1802;  killed  at  the  battle  of  >al*  m 
Church,  Va.,  May  .'1,  lsG3. 

Geo.  Quackenhush,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1802;  served  till  the  close  of  the 
war, — the  last  two  years  as  lient.  in  charge  of  an  ambulance  train. 

Sewell  Le Valley,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1802;  was  in  tin-  ranks  until  Ap*»l, 
1804,  when  he  w\is  detailed  as  brigade  saddler,  and  served  as  sue li  t • tin* 
close  of  the  war. 

Augustus  Baldwin,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1802;  was  wounded  in  the  hip  * t 
the  battle  of  8p<»ttsv Ivania,  May  12,  1804;  dis.  at  close  of  war. 

Samuel  (J.  Crawford,  enl.  in  the  121st  Kegt.  in  1802. 

Albert  llell,  enl.  in  the  121st  Kegt.  in  1802. 

Shedrack  laimphcre,  enl.  in  the  12 1st  Kegt.  in  1802. 

Ni.  liolus  Hanker,  enl.  in  the  I2l>t  Regt.  in  1802;  was  in  .ill  batth s f tl 

incut  until  May  1**,  1804,  when  lie  was  wounded  by  a sh»  II  Ir  an  a Im  n 
battery ; he  remained  in  the  field,  and  uImiiiI  two  month**  thereafter 
his  place  in  tin*  ranks;  mustered  out  with  the  regiment. 

John  K.  Tyler,  eul.  in  thu  121-t  Kegt.  mi  Is*  2 ; lie  sm-  t in  to  rv  ■*  ■ 

shared  the  fortunes  of  the  regiment  every  day  from  lii>t  t**  i t.  r 

had  a r.de  in  an  ambulance  «»r  a berth  in  a hospital;  he  wa?  t:  •■••■.*  ,n 

of  the  one  hundred  who  went  out  in  Co.  G that  participated  in  * i tho 
battles,  and  came  out  withont  a wound. 

Moses  l>.  Huntley,  enl.  in  < «•.  K,  1st  Knginei  r>,  Oct.  29,  l**'-!  li-*  J»  i°  •*’ 

Win n*n  Wright,  eul.  iu  Co.  K,  1st  Engineers,  Aug.  29,  1801 ; - x 

William  L.  Whitney,  enl.  in  Co.  IV  I fnv..  Aiu.  2.1,  l>OI ; dis.  Jim-  7.  1'— 

Gluts.  11.  Laiideti,  ell  1.  in  Co.  L.  lltli  II.  Alt, Get.  10,  1*01;  d«».  Aug.  20, 
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Cliax.  W.  Royc**,  rial.  In  Co.  D,  301  h Bitch.  Inf.,  Dec.  20, 1864  ; ilia,  in  1865. 
JIurriMon  t*ul.  in  tho  76th  Roj^t.  in  1801  ; Gin.  in  lsc*3. 

D.  It.  L’  well,  uni.  in  Co.  0,  121»t  Regt.,  Sopt.  12,  1S*V4;  !•  *e>t  arm  at  Sailor's 
Crook. 

8.  W.  GrnfTlelil,  cnl.  in  Co.  E,  1 «t  Engineers,  Aug.  20, 1864  ; diet!  in  1865. 

Win.  E.  Wright,  cnl.  in  Sept.  1804,  in  tho  3d  Ctiv. ; served  to  the  close  of  tho 
war. 

Philrtus  1*.  llentley,  cnl.  In  the  152* t Regt. ; wounded  : served  during  the  war. 
Goo.  Winans,  enl.  in  the  152d  Ilegt.  ; wounded  ; served  during  the  war. 

John  Cook,  enl.  in  the  51st  Regt.  ; lost  a leg,  w hich  caused  his  death. 

Ambrose  J.  C’AH*k,  served  in  the  service  about  four  years,  regiment  not  known. 
Fusel  us  Haskins,  enl.  in  the  121st  Regt.  in  1864. 

Almurin  Ualdwin,  enl.  in  the  cuvalry,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


ELBEBT  COATES. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  born  Sept.  24.  ]S03,  in  the 
town  of  Westford,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Coates,  who  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town.  He  was  the  second  son  of  a family 
of  eight  children.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  lie 
assumed  control  of  his  father’s  business,  and  at  his  father  s 
death,  which  occurred  in  1828,  lie,  with  Jacob  L.  Snyder, 
as  executors,  settled  the  estate  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  other  legatees. 

Mr.  Coates  purchased  the  interest  of  the  heirs  in  the 
estate,  and  to  the  farm,  then  embracing  225  acres,  he  made 
subsequent  additions,  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
in  possession  of  nearly  500  acres. 

His  wife’s  portrait  and  a view  of  his  late  residence  may 
t be  seen  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  portrait  also  would 
appear  here,  hut  unfortunately  there  are  none  in  existence. 
March  27,  1857,  he  married  Lucy  Ann  Bennett,  daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Sally  Bennett,  who  were  early  settlers  in  the 
town  of  Maryland.  To  31 r.  and  31  rs.  Coates  were  born 
Ella  D.,  Elbert,  and  Effie  31.,  all  of  whom  are  living  with 
their  mother.  3Ir.  Coates  was  a man  of  unusual  ability, 
and  was  well  posted  on  the  events  of  the  day  , a man  of  un- 
tiring industry,  and  during  a busy  life  succeeded  in  accu- 
mulating a large  property ; and  during  the  late  war  it  is 
related  of  him  that  he  paid  the  highest  taxes  of  any  man 
of  his  town.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  but  never  a seeker 
after  official  honors.  He  was  a member  of  the  3Iethodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  died  Nov.  14,  1872.  A beautiful 
monument  marks  his  resting-place  in  the  3Iethodist  cemetery 
at  Westvillc. 


THE  ROSE BOOM  GENEALOGY. 

Robert  Roseboom  was  horn  in  Holland  in  1G93.  Hen- 
drick lloscboom,  son  of  Robert,  was  also  born  in  Holland. 
They  emigrated  to  America  about  the  year  1720,  and  set- 
tled in  Albany,  N.  Y.  Robert  Roseboom  died  in  the  year 
1764.  Hendrick,  son  of  Robert,  married  31  ary  Sanders. 
He  died  in  1743,  leaving  a widow  and  one  son,  named 
Garret,  horn  July  19,1722.  Getty,  his  wife,  was  born 
March  26, 1731.  He  died,  leaving  a widow  and  nine  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Robert,  born  Oct.  9,  1755;  Hendrick,  horn 
May  27,  1757  ; John,  horn  Jan.  20,  1760;  Garret,  horn 
Sept.  20,  1762  ; Deter,  born  Aug.  17,  1764  ; Gilbert,  born 
Oct.  12,  1768;  Mary,  Lorn  March  14,  1754;  Deborah, 
born  Oct.  4,  1773;  Doggy,  horn  Dee.  3,  1775. 


Robert  Roseboom  and  Jesintie  Dumont  were  married  at 
Raritan,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.,  3Iarch  2,  1776.  She  was 
a daughter  of  Deter  and  Brachic  Dumont  of  that  place, 
and  born  June  18,  1751.  Robert  Roseboom  bought  of 
John  Van  Ness,  of  Albany  Co.,  Oct.  13,  1786,  250  acres 
of  land  for  £175,  located  in  Westford,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1787  moved  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  three 
children,  viz.,  Garret,  Brachie,  and  Deter;  the  latter  at 
the  time  was  about  two  and  a half  years  old.  Gertrude 
and  Jesintie  were  born  Feb.  17,  1795.  Bobert  lloscboom 
was  a State  senator  from  1801  to  1805-;  in  the  assembly 
in  1800, 1811, and  1815. 

Garret  lloseboom  was  born  Nov.  27,  1777,  and  married 
Mary  Adams  in  1816.  He  died  Feb.  5,  1S70,  leaving  a 
widow,  two  sons,  and  one  daughter, — Robert,  Garret,  aud 
Emily. 

Deter  Roseboom  was  born  Oct.  5,  17S5.  He  married 
3Iarch  16,  1816,  at  New  31albury,  Ulster  county,  Anna, 
daughter  of  Job  and  Sarah  Hopkins,  who  was  born  Feb. 
2,  1794.  He  settled  on  the  farm  owned  by  his  father  in 
his  lifetime,  and  lived  and  died  there,  leaving  a widow  and 
four  children  (one  daughter,  3Iary  June,  having  died  in 
1850),  viz. : Sarah  Ann,  Brachie,  3Iary  Jane,  Horace,  and 
Jesintie.  Peter  Roseboom  died  April  14,  1863;  his  wife, 
Anna  Roseboom,  died  3Iarch  23,  1869. 

Horace  Roseboom  is  now  the  owner  aud  occupant  of  the 
old  homestead  where  his  grandfather,  father,  and  mother 
died.  He  has  two  daughters  and  one  sou.  He  has  also 
two  grandchildren,  son  and  daughter  of  Schuyler  and  3Iary 
Jane  Borst.  3Ir.  Roseboom  is  an  active  and  prominent 
citizen,  and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 


CHAPTER  LX  XV. 

TOWN  OF  WORCESTER. 

Organization  — Geographical  — Topographical  — First  Settlers  and 
their  Locations — Initial  Events — The  First  Town-Meeting — Officers 
Elected — Supervisors  and  Town  Clerks  from  179S  to  1S7S — Agri- 
cultural and  General  Statistics — Area — Equalized  and  Assessed 
Valuation — Population. 

Worcester  was  formed  from  Cherry  Valley,  3Iarch  3, 
1797,  and  embraced,  in  addition  to  its  present  territory, 
the  towns  of  Maryland,  Decatur,  and  Westford.  These 
towns  were  set  off  in  1S08.  It  is  the  southeast  corner 
town  in  the  county  and  bounded  as  follows  : on  the  north 
by  Westford  and  Decatur,  on  the  cast  by  Schoharie  county, 
on  the  south  by  Delaware  county,  and  on  the  west  by 
Maryland.  The  surface  is  a hilly  upland,  and  the  soil 
consists  chiefly  of  a sandy  loam.  The  soil  is  fertile,  partic- 
ularly along  the  valley  of  the  Schenevus  creek  and  Charlotte 
river,  where  are  found  some  of  the  finest  farming  lands  in 
the  county. 

The  first  settlements  in  this  town  were  made  soon  after 
the  Revolution,  in  about  the  year  17SS.  Prominent  among 
the  pioneers  was  Silas  Crippen.  of  honored  memory.  He 
was  an  active  and  influential  man,  and  did  much  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  town  and  county.  He  was  supervisor 
eight  years,  also  justice  of  the  peace,  judge  of  the  court, 
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and  was  a member  of  assembly  in  181 G.  lie  owned  and 
conducted  successfully  a large  farm,  and  built  the  first  grist- 
mill in  the  town  in  1790,  and  the  first  saw-mill  about  the 
same  time.  The  farm  formerly  owned  by  him  is  now  occu- 
pied by  Ethan  A.  Ilanor.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement 
this  locality  was  a dense  uninviting  wilderness;  there  were 
no  roads,  not  even  a foot-path  or  marked  trees,  and  he  cut 
his  way  through  to  the  settlement.  Mr.  Crippen  was 
accompanied  to  his  forest  home  by  his  wife  and  two  sons, 
— Samuel  and  Asa. 

Philip,  a son,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town. 
The  other  children  were  Daniel,  Sally,  Betsey,  Silas,  Mary, 
Silas,  Charles.  James  M.,  son  of  Asa,  resides  in  this  town  ; 
Philip  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter  who  are  residents  of 
the  town,  Harrison  and  Schuyler,  and  Sarah,  widow  of 
James  B.  Cooley.  Betsey,  widow  of  J.  P.  Russ,  resides 
in  the  village  of  Worcester,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
two  years;  a son,  Hamilton  Russ,  and  a daughter,  the  wife 
of  D.  T.  Gott,  are  residents  of  East  Worcester.  Mary- 
married  Leonard  Caryl.  The  children  of  John  are  Charles 
II.,  a successful  merchant  at  Worcester;  Sabrina,  wife  of 
N.  Wood,  of  Westford ; Mary  A.,  wife  of  A.  K.  Briggs  ; 
Jane,  wife  of  Timothy  Castelar,  and  John,  financial  agent 
of  Cornell  university,  residing  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa. 
Schuyler  Crippen  was  a prominent  man  and  served  in 
many  official  capacities  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Ilestudied  law  with  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  of  Cherry  Valley, 
and  finally  settled  in  Cooperstown,  where  ho  died  in  March, 
1872,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  lie  was  one  of  the  first 
circuit  judges  after  the  organization  of  the  Sixth  district, 
was  member  of  assembly  in  1831,  and  district  attorney  in 
1837.  He  has  two  children,  a son  and  daughter,  residing 
in  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Among  other  pioneers  who  were  contemporaries  with  Mr. 
Crippen  were  Henry  Stevcr,  Solomon  Ilartwell,  Uriah  Bige- 
low, Nathaniel  Todd,  Charles  Wilder,  and  Joseph  Tainter. 

The  first  merchant  in  Worcester  was  Anson  Kinney  in 
1798.  The  pioneer  grist-mill  was  erected  by  Silas  Crippen, 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  mill  of  Benjamin  Dey.  It 
was  a rudely-constructed  affair,  but  its  completion  was  the 
occasion  of  much  rejoicing  among  the  early  settlers,  who 
previously  had  carried  their  “grists”  to  Sharon.  Uriah 
Bigelow  was  the  first  physician  in  the  town,  an  excellent 
practitioner,  and  prominent  man. 

The  settlement  was  not  wholly  without  religious  instruc- 
tion, as  missionaries  occasionally  preached  as  time  and 
circumstances  would  permit,  and  as  early  as  1792  the  Con- 
gregational church  was  organized.  The  settlement  at 
^ Worcester  was  now  in  a prosperous  condition,  and  the  re- 
ports of  a fertile  soil,  delightful  location,  and  healthy  cli- 
mate hail  reached  the  cast,  and  soon  after  the  tide  of  immi- 
gration set  in,  and  the  dawn  of  1800  finds  \\  orcestcr  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  localities  in  the  county. 

James  Marsh  was  a pioneer  on  lands  now  owned  by- 
Schuyler  Crippen,  and  Leonard,  a brother  of  James,  on 
premises  now  owned  by  Leonard  Caryl. 

John  W aterman  settled  on  and  cleared  the  firm  now 
occupied  by  a granddaughter,  Widow  Fuller.  IL  iirv  Stever, 
Deacon  John  Rand,  Elias  Clark,  and  Moses  Essex  wore 
pioneers  in  this  loea  iffy- 


The  first  settler  north  of  the  village,  on  the  Decatur 
road,  was  Luther  Flint,  who  located  on  premises  now  owned 
by  Sanford  Wharton. 

John  More  early  located  on  lands  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Fitzwater,  and  here  built  one  of  the  first  carding-maehines 
in  the  town. 

Deacon  Phineas  Flint  was  an  early  settler  on  the  farm 
north  of  More,  now  owned  by  Horatio  Flint,  and  occupied 
by  Lester  G.  Flint,  Thos.  Flint,  brother  of  Luther  an  1 
Phineas,  was  also  a pioneer  in  this  vicinity,  on  premises 
now  occupied  by  Edward  Prindle. 

On  the  premises  now  owned  by  E.  Vaughn,  Joseph 
Flint,  familiarly  know'n  as  “ Deacon,”  was  an  early  settler. 
He  was  quite  an  active  pioneer,  and  added  to  his  sti  ck  ..f 
worldly  goods  by  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  what  was  then 
facetiously  called  “ white-oak  cheese.”  Many  an  amusintr 
story  is  related  of  Deacon  Flint  and  his  cheese,  and  *■  the 
boys”  took  especial  delight  in  annoying  him.  One  dav  be 
drove  to  Leonard  Caryl’s  store  with  a load  of  these  gems, 
and  while  inside  negotiating  for  their  sale  the  mischievous 
youngsters  slyly  removed  the  linch-pin  from  his  wagon. 
The  deacon  finally  came  out,  mounted  his  wagon,  ard  after 
getting  comfortably  seated  started  his  team,  when,  much  to 
his  astonishment,  the  fore  wheels  went  with  the  team, 
the  “ hind  wheels”  refused  to  follow,  and  the  cheese  rolled 
around  on  the  ground.  Mr.  Caryl  had  two  clerks  in  his 
employ,  Josiah  Pickering  and  Ten  Eyck  Lamour.  Tic  y 
sold  one  of  these  cheeses  to  a Mr.  Bryant,  who  lived  on 
south  hill,  and  slyly  slipped  a package  of  salts  in  his  pocket. 
The  next  day  he  returned,  and  angrily  asked,  “ Why  did 
you  put  those  salts  in  my  pocket  ?” 

“ Well,”  answered  Lamour,  “ you  bought  one  of  those 
cheeses,  and  I knew  you  would  want  a doctor  before  morn- 
ing, and  there  being  none  in  your  neighborhood,  I thought 
I wrould  give  you  some  physic,  it  being  the  next  best  thing 
I could  do  for  you.” 

Russell  Pierce,  familiarly  known  as  “ Tutty”  the  fiddler, 
was  a pioneer  in  the  Deacon  Flint  neighborhood.  Other 
early  settlers  were  Mr.  Robertson,  Asa  Butler,  the  Shel- 
lands,  John  Keley.  Samuel  Hartwell. 

Samuel  Russ  w-as  an  early  settler  on  lands  now  owned  by 
two  grandsons,  Samuel  and  Alonzo. 

John  P.  Russ  was  a prominent  pioneer  oti  lands  now 
owned  by  E.  Ridge.  His  widow  resides  in  the  village  <•:’ 
Worcester  with  her  son,  Hamilton  Iluss. 

Among  other  settlers  are  mentioned  the  names  oi  -b 
athan  Jennings,  Mr.  Lamour,  Andrew  Little.  Captain  .1  an 
Pratt,  William  Simpson,  Amos  Bolding,  J.  U.  Hornr  _■:* 

J.  Eddy,  J.  P.  Hollenbeck,  Green  White,  Mr.  Brigs*.  Th 
Tallman,  Seth  Dickinson,  John  Alford,  David  and  A : *■ 
phus  Scott,  Hazard  Smith. 

A prominent  pioneer  at  East  Worcester  wa^  John  < 
pion.  He  was  born  near  Lyme,  Conti.,  in  17*''.  *'  ; 
twelve  years  of  age  entered  the  American  arinv  ! 
olution  as  a teamster,  lie  being  too  young  to  ■ 
as  a soldier.  He  served  as  teamster  until  tin 
He  had  two  older  brothers  in  the  army 


war. 

time.  They  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  to 
id’  them  starved  to  death  in  the  old  ./•  r-  > i 
Revolutionary  tame.  The  other  bnrvu  ' i 
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life.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  John  Champion  married 
M iss  Elizabeth  Kcllatn,*  of  his  native  place,  and  the  next 
week  after  being  married,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two, 
1788,  emigrated  with  hi*  young  wife  to  what  the  Yankees 
called  “ York  State,”  and  settled  in  what  was  at  that  time 
the  town  of  Worcester,  and  subsequently  the  town  of 
Decatur,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y. 

lie  settled  on  what  is  called  Elliot  Hill,  and  bought  the 
farm  afterwards  owned  by  the  Elliots.  After  paying  for 
his  land,  and  clearing  a large  part  of  it,  he  found  out  that 
he  had  been  swindled,  and  that  he  had  purchased  his  land 
of  a man  who  had  no  title  to  it,  and  in  consequence  he  lost 
his  farm,  and  got  nothing  for  his  improvements.  It  was 
while  living  here,  for  a period  of  nearly  ten  years,  that  he 
suffered  all  the  privations  and  hardships  of  a pioneer  life. 

The  country  was  one  dense  wilderness  from  Schoharie  to 
Otsego  on  the  Susquehanna,  except  a few  scattered  settle- 
ments at  intervals  along  the  Susquehanna,  and  at  Cherry 
Valley.  There  were  no  mills  where  they  could  get  grinding 
done  ; the  nearest  one  was  at  Sharon,  and  the  next  was  at 
Central  Bridge,  in  Schoharie  county,  about  twenty  miles 
distant.  He  was  known  to  have  gone  several  times  to 
Central  Bridge  to  mill  with  half  a bushel  of  corn  on  his 
back,  and  on  foot,  starting  before  daylight  in  the  morning, 
and  returning  the  next  night.  Part  of  the  way  there  was 
no  road,  but  he  was  guided  by  marked  trees  through  the 
woods,  and  was  often  followed  by  packs  of  howling  wolves 
on  either  side  the  path.  Many  of  the  settlers  were  obliged 
to  travel  the  same  route  with  grists,  in  order  to  save  their 
families  from  perishing  in  the  wilderness.  Deer,  bears, 
and  other  wild  game  were  plenty,  and  hunters  occasionally 
supplied  them  with  meat  from  the  forest. 

After  losing  his  farm,  he  moved  to  what  is  known  as 
McCarthy’s  Corners,  in  Decatur,  where  he  purchased  another 
tract  of  land  of  about  150  acres,  and  cleared  40  acres  by 
burning  the  timber  into  ashes.  He  erected  a potashery, 
and  went  to  boiling  potash,  at  which  business  he  succeeded 
in  paying  for  his  land  a second  time — about  8400.  Potash 
at  that  time  fetched  a big  price,  and  he  did  well  at  the 
business.  Albany  was  the  market  place,  and  the  potash 
was  hauled  by  ox-teams,  on  roads  cut  through  the  woods 
over  the  hills,  until  they  reached  the  valley  of  the  Cobleskill 
creek,  from  which  place  to  Albany  the  roads  were  better, 
and  thus  worked  their,  way  through.  It  took  generally 
from  a week  to  ten  days  to  make  the  trip,  and  upon  such 
occasions  the  settlers  would  all  combine,  and  have  those 
who  went  with  a load  of  potash,  bring  back  a load  of 
groceries  and  other  goods  sufficient  to  supply  their  wants 
during  the  intervals  of  going.  There  were  other  asheries 
located  in  other  localities,  so  that  they  could  co-operate  with 
each  other  in  the  marketing  of  their  potash. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  the  eastern  part  of  Decatur, 
who  were  contemporaries  with  Mr.  Champion  from  1790  to 
1800',  were  Peter  Elliott,  Daniel  Elliott,  Andrew  Elliott. 
William  Seward,  Jonathan  Perry,  Jacob  Stonematch,  Philip 
Stonematch,  James  Works,  Richard  Taylor,  Joseph  Bristol, 

* John  Ch:im]iion  diet  at  K:\st  Worcester,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  V..  Sept. 
1.  ISjO,  appal  eighty-four  years.  Mrs.  Champion  died  at  hast  Wur- 
custer,  June  id,  1S4.'>,  aged  sereuly-livc  years. 


Jesse  Ferris,  Gardner  Boorn,  Nathan  Boorn,  Samuel 
Thompson,  Sr.,  Gilbert  Smith,  James  Stone,  William  Kip- 
son,  Charles  Bartholomew,  Ephraim  Berry,  Jesse  Oaks, 
James  Clark,  Thomas  Shaw,  John  G.  Seeley,  and  others. 

About  the  year  1795  or  1790,  William  Ripsou,  with  the 
aid  of  the  settlers  near  by,  built  a log  grist-mill  at  what  is 
called  “ Ferris’  Falls,”  near  the  head-waters  of  the  north 
branch  of  the  Schcnevus  creek,  which  was  the  first  grist- 
mill in  Worcester,  as  it  was  then  called,  subsequently 
Decatur. 

Their  township  elections  were  held  mostly  at  what  is  now 
Westford  village,  and  were  held  in  the  winter  season.  It 
was  no  small  task  to  go  through  the  snow  aud  woods  to  the 
elections,  and  to  do  other  township  business. 

Samuel  Thompson,  Sr.,  was  appointed  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  Hill  district,  aud  held  the  office  uutil  thetowu 
was  divided. 

The  following  will  illustrate  one  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  they  labored  in  attending  elections  : The  morning  of 
a day  on  which  an  important  town-meeting  was  held,  which 
caused  a general  attendance,  was  dark  and  threatening; 
thick,  murky  clouds  hung  upon  the  hill-tops;  everything 
appeared  hushed  to  silence,  except  an  occasional  moan 
among  the  trees,  which  betokened  an  approaching  storm. 
They  heeded  not  the  weather,  but  hastened  on  to  the  town 
election.  During  the  day  the  storm  came  on  in  all  its  fury, 
and  by  night-fall  the  snow  was  nearly  waist-deep,  and  then 
came  the  tug  for  home.  Some  thought  best  to  stay  all 
night,  while  others,  more  courageous,  started  for  their  homes, 
among  whom  were  John  Champion,  Jonathan  Perry,  Gard- 
ner Boorn,  and  Samuel  Thompson,  Esq.  They  wallowed 
through  the  snow  as  far  as  Decatur  Hollow,  where  they 
rested  a while,  being  very  tired.  Night  bad  now  arrived, 
and  as  the  snow  was  falling  thick  and  fast,  it  was  a se- 
rious question  whether  they  should  atteiupt  to  go  over  the 
mountain  to  their  homes  or  not.  Finally  courage  prevailed, 
and  they  started  through  the  snow,  and  in  single  file 
threaded  their  way  along  like  a “ forlorn  hope,”  first  one 
going  on  ahead  to  break  the  road,  aud  then  another.  Be- 
fore they  had  got  half  way  up  the  hill  they  became  nearly 
exhausted,  aud  felt  it  almost  impossible  to  reach  their 
homes  ; but,  after  a little  rest,  with  renewed  courage  they 
would  start  on  again,  well  knowing  that  if  they  remained 
there,  the  “storm  king”  would  soon  chill  their  blood,  aud 
that  they  would  fall  frozen  victims  on  the  mountain  side 
to  the  fierce  and  chilling  blast.  These  thoughts,  and  the 
remembrance  of  loved  ones  at  home,  would  stimulate  their 
courage,  and  with  renewed  efforts  they  would  again  rush 
on,  until  at  length  Mr.  Perry  gave  out  entirely,  and  said  he 
could  go  no  farther,  and  implored  them  to  let  him  lie  down 
and  sleep  a while  until  he  got  rested,  and  then  he  would  go 
on.  They  knew  very  well  it  would  be  his  last  sleep  if  they 
permitted  him  to  do  so.  and  they  used  their  best  efforts  to 
keep  him  awake  and  to  urge  him  on.  until  it  was  by  main 
force  they  lifted  and  carried  him  on,  until  th  y themselves 
got  so  weak  they  could  not  carry  him  any  farther.  One 
would  then  take  hold  of  his  coat  collar  and  hold  of  each 
others’  hands,  and  thus  they  toiled  and  dragged  their  ex- 
hausted companion  through  the  snow  and  over  the  drifts  of 
Decatur  Hill,  until  at  length  themselves,  nearly  exhausted, 
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reached  the  homo  of  Gardner  Boom,  a little  over  the  top 
of  the  mountain,' arriving  there  some  time  after  midnight, 
having  .occupied  about  six  hours  in  going  less  than  two 
miles.  Here,  after  getting  warm  and  partaking  of  re- 
freshments, they  stayed  until  morning,  thanking  God  for 
their  safe  deliverance  from  the  fury  of  the  storm  and  from 
a death-bed  in  the  snow. 

A few  years  after  this,  Mr.  Perry  moved  to  the  south- 
western part  of  the  State,  and  settled  somewhere  near  the 
Pennsylvania  line;  and  after  having  been  gone  some  thirty 
years,  business  again  called  him  to  Worcester,  and  the 
writer  of  this  was  present  and  heard  him  and  Mr.  Champion 
relate  to  each  other  the  incidents  of  that  fearful  night  in 
the  snow,  while  tears  ran  down  their  furrowed  cheeks  as 
they  related  to  each  other  certain  particulars  which  took 
place  on  that  occasion,  and  said  he  should  ever  and  always 
feel  grateful  to  those  men  for  saving  his  life. 

It  appears  that  in  those  early  times  land  swindlers  were 
as  plenty  as  now,  and  some  of  the  settlers  had  trouble  by 
purchasing  their  lands  of  swindlers,  and  as  a consequence 
were  compelled  to  leave  their  improvements  or  make  new 
contracts  with  the  rightful  owners.  Some  of  these  lands 
were  embraced  in  what  is  called  the  “Colden  Patent;” 
and  for  fear  of  being  ejected  from  their  improvements,  the 
settlers  got  together  and  agreed  to  send  an  agent  with  a sort 
of  petition  to  Mr.  Colden  to  ascertain  on  what  conditions 
they  could  retain  their  lands,  and  the  following  is  a fac 
simile  of  the  style  of  petition  sent : 

Worcester,  May  0,  1S00. 

Mr.  Coijjejt, — Sir:  Wo  whoso  names  air  here  under  Wrighten  air 
settlers  on  your  Land,  and  have  severally  agreed  to  send  Mr.  John 
Champion  to  see  and  know  the  condition  that  we  can  have  it  on,  for 
wo  mean  to  do  all  we  can  for  you,  and  want  that  you  should  consider 
our  circomstaucei.s  and  be  as  favourabcl  to  us  as  possibel,  and  send 
in  “Wrighten”  by  the  barer,  so  that  we  may  know  what  to  depend 
on  the  No.  of  the  lots  that  we  want  is  at  the  end  of  our  names,  so 
we  remain  yours,  etc.  (.The  names  hero  are  mostly  torn  ofF  from  tho 
paper.) 

About  the  year  1805  or  1S00,  John  Champion  sold  his 
claim  at  McCarthy’s  Corners,  and  moved  to  what  is  called 
“ Calcutta  street,”  near  East  Worcester.  The  country 
around  was  all  a heavy  forest.  lie  just  cleared  away  a 
spot  large  enough  for  his  purpose,  and  built  a log  house, 
which  stood  about  forty  or  fifty  feet  south  of  where  the 
woolen-factory  now  stands. 

THE  FIRST  GRIST-MILL. 

The  first,  grist-mill  was  built  by  John  Champion,  at  East 
Worcester,  in  ISuS.  It  was  situated  near  the  present  loca- 
tion of  the  woolen  factory.  It  was  a herculean  task  to  build 
a grist-mill  in  those  days.  “ As  I have  watched  the  hop- 
per,” says  S.  13.  Champion,  “many  days  when  hardly  old 
enough  to  walk,  and  give  warning  to  father  when  it  became 
nearly  empty,  while  he  worked  at  something  else,  I can 
describe.  In  the  first  place  three  great  points  were  to  be 
attained, — first,  a waterfall ; second,  a pond  ; third,  to  place 
the  mill  where  high  water  could  not  wash  it  away.  To  get 
the  fall,  water  was  diverted  from  the  creek  nearly  half  a 
mile  from  the  mill-site,  and  a ditch  dug  through  the  woods 
to  a small  swamp  about  half  way  to  the  mil! ; there  a pond 
was  made.  A ditch  from  that  led  the  water  to  the  mill; 


thetc  a deep  wheel-pit  was  dug  near  a bank,  and  a hollow 
log  conveyed  the  water  to  the  over-shot  wheel.  The  mill 
frame  was  made  of  the  heaviest  timber,  so  that  the  machin- 
ery would  not  shake  it  to  pieces,  and  about  three  stories 
high.  As  elevators  to  convey  grain  or  meal  were  unknown, 
the  mill-stones  were  elevated  above  the  bolts,  so  that  the 
meal  could  run  from  the  stones  into  them.  All  of  the  wheels 
were  made  of  wood,  with  wooden  cogs;  belts  were  made  of 
untanned  hides.” 

Aaron  Champion  built  a shop  just  below  the  old  mill  and 
rigged  up  a turning  lathe  and  miniature  saw-mill,  in  which 
he  turned  bed-posts  and  other  articles,  and  made  machinery 
for  earding-machines;  one  of  which  he  built  at  Schenevus 
for  Messrs.  Bradford  A Bostwick,  where  Ferry’s  plaster-mill 
is  now  located  ; afterwards  burned  down.  This  was  in  1820. 
Near  this  old  mill  was  the  ashery  ; afterwards  converted 
into  a whisky-still,  the  grain  for  which  was  ground  in  the 
grist-mill.  It  stood  between  the  present  woolen-factory  and 
the  bridge  across  the  main  stream. 

THE  FIRST  SAW- MILL. 

Mr.  Isaac  Lane,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  settled  near  by, 
and  built  a saw-mill,  which  was  the  first  one  in  this  section 
of  country. 

In  1812,  Mr.  Champion  took  down  the  old  log  house  and 
built  a frame  one  near  by,  in  which  himself  or  some  of 
the  family  lived  for  over  sixty  years.  His  family  was  quite 
large,  there  being  twelve  children,  seven  boys  and  five  girls  ; 
all  lived  to  be  men  or  women  ; some  to  be  quite  aged,  and 
several  are  yet  living,  having  emigrated  to  the  western 
prairies.  The  names  of  the  boys  were  Reuben,  Moses, 
Aaron,  John,  Joshua  Kellam,  James  Arm  ini  us,  and  Ezra; 
the  girls,  Samantha,  Betsey,  Polly,  Ann,  and  Clarissa.  Six 
of  the  sons  and  three  daughters  married  and.reared  large 
families. 

The  early  settlers  near  East  Worcester  were  Joshua 
Bigelow,  Benj.  PeLamater,  Joseph  Powers,  Derick  Living- 
stone, Andrew  Little,  Wm.  Alvord,  Lionel  Sheldon,  Allen 
Sheldon,  J.  Kelso,  James  Lockwood,  Isaac  Caryl,  James 
Lamoure,  David  and  Adolphus  Gott,  Jonathan,  Jothan, 
and  Calvin  Jennings,  Cary  Pepper,  and  others. 

The  first  house  at  East  Worcester  was  built  by  Andrew 
Little,  and  on  the  farm  now  or  recently  owned  by  the 
Thurbers. 

The  First  Tavern. — About  the  year  ISIS,  Reuben  and 
Aaron  Champion,  eldest  sons  of  John  Champion,  bought 
the  farm  then  occupied  by  Andrew  Little,  and  soon  after 
Aaron  Champion  commenced  keeping  a hotel  or  tavern, 
the  first  at  East  Worcester.*  Ilis  hotel  sign  was  made  by 


* As  the  licenses  in  those  days  were  so  much  different  from  those 
issued  ut  the  present  time,  wo  copy  one: 

“ To  nil  person*  to  whom  these  present*  shall  come  or  mat/  conrern  : 
It  appearing  to  us,  whose  names  are  hereunto  affixed,  commissioners 
of  exeiso  for  tho  town  of  Worcester,  in  tho  County  of  Otsego,  that 
Aaron  Champion  of  the  said  town  is  a person  of  good  character,  and 
that  an  Inn  or  Tavern  at  the  house  in  which  the  said  Aaron  Cham- 
pion now  resides,  in  the  said  town,  is  neees.-ury  for  the  nceonnnod  > 
tiou  of  travelers  ; and  the  said  Aaron  Champion  having  applied  to  ns 
for  a license  to  retail  strong  liipiors  at  such  place,  we  do  therctore. 
in  pursuance  of  tho  authority  given  to  us  by  the  Act  for  laying  a duty 
on  strong  liquors,  and  for  regulating  Inns  and  Taverns,  license  1 '■ 1 
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having  two  poles  being  tenoned  in  two  sills  in  the  ground, 
a cro>s  bar  on  top,  to  which  hung  his  signboard,  about 
3 feet  by  5,  on  which  was  painted  an  enormous  Anaconda 
snake,  with  simply  the  words,  “ A.  Champion’s  Inn.”  This 
signboard  was  noted  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and  the  hotel 
was  called  the  “ Snake  Tavern”  to  distinguish  it  from  others 
on  the  Susquehanna  Valley  road. 

The  licenses  dated  Jan.  13,  1820,  to  Aaron  Champion 
to  keep  a hotel,  were  signed  by  Uriah  Bigelow,  Silas  Crip- 
pen,  and  Abel  Abbott.  Those  dated  May  2,  1820,  were 
signed  by  Henry  Smith,  Silas  Crippcn,  and  Seth  Chase. 
Those  dated  May  1,  1821,  by  John  Strain,  Joseph  S.  Clark, 
and  Jacob  Wood.  Those  of  May  7,  1822,  by  John  Strain, 
Joseph  S.  Clark,  and  Jacob  Wood.  Those  of  May  G,  1823, 
by  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Jonathan  Pickering,  and  John  Strain. 
Those  of  May  4,  1824,  by  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Jonathan 
Pickering,  and  Alden  Markham.  Those  of  May  3,  1825, 
by  Seth  Chase,  Allen  Markham,  and  Jonathan  Pickering. 

About  the  year  1812,  Lionel  Sheldon  and  Joseph  Kelso 
put  in  a set  of  carding-machines  for  carding  wool  into  rolls, 
and  machinery  for  dressing  cloth,  in  the  lower  room  of 
Champion’s  mill ; the  first  in  the  four  towns,  if  not  the  first 
in  the  county.  Three  or  four  years  after,  Sheldon  & Kelso 
dissolved  partnership,  and  Lionel  and  Allen  Sheldon,  in 
company,  built  and  put  up  carding  and  clothing  works  about 
eighty  rods  below  the  grist-mill,  where  they  successfully  car- 
ried on  the  business  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  when 
Allen  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  emigrated  to  Ohio,  the 
business  being  continued  by  Lionel  Sheldon  for  near  twenty 
years  longer,  when  he  sold  out  to  David  Anthony.  The 
site  is  now  occupied  by  the  paper-mill  owned  by  11.  & W. 
II.  Harder.  A daughter  of  Lionel  Sheldon,  Mrs.  0.  La 
More,  resides  in  East  Worcester,  and  a son,  D.  L.  D.  Shel- 
don, M.D.,  in  New  York. 

In  1820,  John  Champion  left  the  mill  in  care  of  his  sons 
Moses  and  John,  and  went  down  to  what  was  then  called 
“ The  Corners,”  now  East  Worcester,  and,  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  his  sou  Aaron,  came  in  possession  of  the  farm. 
He  then  went  on,  and  with  the  help  of  his  boys  built  a 
carding-machine  and  clothing  works,  located  just  in  rear  of 
where  the  grist-mill  now  stands,  digging  a ditch  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  long  in  the  side  of  the  hill,  some  of  it 
through  solid  rock,  and  some  places  cut  the  bank  down  over 
twenty  feet,  in  order  to  make  a ditch  to  convey  water  from 
the  creek  to  his  clothing  works.  It  was  a great  undertaking 
for  his  limited  means;  but  with  him  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  fail  in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  he  accomplished  his 
project  and  set  his  machinery  going,  which  was  success- 
fully carried  on  for  a number  of  years. 

Keeping  a tavern  not  being  a congenial  business  for  Aaron 
Champion  (father  of  the  editor  of  the  a Stamford  Mirror), 
he  went  back  (in  182Gj  to  the  mill,  and  his  father  took  the 

said  Aaron  Champion,  to  keep  an  Inn  or  Tavern,  and  to  retail  strong 
or  spirituous  liquors  under  five  gallons,  as  an  inn-keeper,  at  his  dwcl- 
ling-houso  aforesaid,  and  not  elsewhere  in  said  town  of  Worcester, 
until  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next,  and  no  longer,  tiiven  under 
our  hands  and  seals  this  third  day  of  May,  182i. 

“Setii  Ciiasf., 

“Allen  M auk  ham, 
“Jonathan  Pjckkiu.no, 

“ Excite  Comm  im inn ertt." 


tavern;  after  a while  John  Champion,  Jr.,  came  in  posses- 
sion of  the  mill,  and  removed  it  to  East  Worcester,  where 
he  rebuilt  it.  They  also  built  a large  dam  across  the  creek, 
thereby  making  the  water  more  available,  and  by  improve- 
ment it  has  become  one  of  the  most  desirable  water  privi- 
leges in  central  New  York  State. 

John  Champion  and  his  sous  were  the  founders  of  the 
village  of  East  Worcester,  as  the  many  buildings  which  they 
built,  including  the  mill  and  its  water-power  improvements, 
are  yet  monuments  of  their  enterprising  spirit. 

After  John  removed  the  mill,  James  A.  Champion  came 
in  possession  of  the  old  mill,  in  which  he  put  a clover-mill ; 
that  soon  after  took  fire  and  burned  down.  He  then  built 
the  present  woolen-factory,  which  is  now  owned  by  other 
parties ; and  the  name  of  Champion  at  East  Worcester  has 
become  obsolete,  all  having  either  died  or  lefl  the  place. 

All  of  the  Champion  boys,  who  were  old  enough  at  the 
time  the  War  of  1812  was  declared,  were  members  of  some 
military  company,  and  but  one  of  them  was  drafted.  That 
was  Aaron,  the  father  of  the  Mirror  editor.  Business  that 
he  was  engaged  being  of  such  a nature  as  to  make  it  difficult 
for  him  to  leave  home  at  that  time,  he  hired  a substitute. 
The  drafting  was  done  different  from  what  it  was  during 
the  late  civil  war.  The  company  was  called  together,  and 
stood  in  Hue.  Pieces  of  paper,  equal  to  the  number  of 
members,  were  prepared,  and  figures,  from  one  to  the  number 
required  to  fill  the  quota,  placed  on  them,  and  the  balance 
were  black.  The  slips  were  put  in  a hat,  well  mixed,  and 
the  drafting  officer  passed  along  the  line,  each  member 
drawing  a ticket.  It  was  like  a lottery  for  life  or  death  ; 
and  as  each  one  drew  his  ticket,  it  was  not  long  before  it 
was  known  whether  there  was  a figure  on  it  or  not. 

“The  first  doctor  I remember,”  says  Mr.  Champion, 
“was  old  Dr.  Warner.  He  was  one  of  the  old-fashioned 
kind,  and  did  not  believe  in  people  continually  pouring 
down  medicine  to  keep  well.  He  used  to  say  that  people 
‘ doctored  too  much  ;’  as  some  politicians  now  say,  ' we  are 
governed  too  much.’  Near  us  settled  a newly-married 
couple.  The  wife  was  neat  as  could  be,  and  everything 
was  in  keeping  with  her  personal  appearance.  Uncle  Ezra 
used  to  say  that  she  was  so  particular,  that  if  a fly  should 
happen  to  light  on  "her  dress  and  leave  a speck  while  she 
was  eating  a meal,  she  would  quit  and  wash  it  off.  Their 
first-born  was  a son,  and  kept,  like  a doll-baby,  in  the  house. 
It  did  not  thrive,  and  Dr.  Warner  wTas  called  in  to  see  it. 
He  looked  it  over,  admired  its  perfect  form  and  features, 
took  it  up  and  started  out  of  the  house  with  it.  The 
mother  was  alarmed,  and  said  the  doctor  would  kill  it  if  he 
did  not  bundle  it  up.  It  was  in  the  spring,  and  the  father 
of  the  child  was  making  a garden.  The  doctor  put  it  down 
in  a newly-made  onion  bed.  The  baby  immediately  took 
up  a handful  of  dirt,  and  commenced  eating  it.  The 
mother  was  more  frightened,  but  it  was  allowed  to  eat  all  it 
wanted.  Then  the  old  doctor  left  them,  with  the  remark. 
‘Give  it  plenty  of  pure  air  for  its  lungs,  clean  dirt  fur  its 
bones,  and  you  will  have  a large,  rosy-cheeked,  healthy 
child,  instead  of  a poor,  pale,  weakly,  emaciated  creature.’ 

Dr.  A.  T.  Bigelow,  of  Worcester ; Dr.  Van  Alstyne,  of 
Richmondvillc  ; Dr.  Darrow,  of  Decatur  ; and  Dr.  Tallin  u 
were  the  doctors  about  our  locality.  In  later  years  there 
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was  a*Dr.  Iless,  Dr.  McLaury,  and  Dr.  George  II.  Leonard. 
The  latter  was  in  tlie  5 1st  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
and  died  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Fel>.  4,  1862,  aired  thirty  - 
seven  years.  Ilis  wife  w.ls  Catharine  Bradley,  of  Richmond- 
ville.  She  and  four  of  her  children  now  reside  at  Stam- 
ford, N.  Y. 

General  Edmund  B.  Bigelow  was  elected  a member  of 
assembly  in  1837.  In  1838-39  he  built  a brick  hotel,  the 
first  brick  building  in  the  village.  It  was  kept  by  him 
until  burned  March  19,  1860,  after  which  he  moved  to 
Albany  and  kept  a hotel  on  Washington  street,  and  then 
in  another  part  of  the  city  until  his  decease  a few  years 
ago. 

During  the  erection  of  the  hotel,  a son  of  Abijah  Barrett 
ran  through  a bed  of  lime  that  was  being  slacked,  and 
burned  his  legs  so  badly  that  he  died. 

General  E.  B.  Bigelow  was  a pioneer.  lie  was  a mer- 
chant at  East  Worcester,  postmaster  a long  time,  owned  a 
large  farm,  a brigadier-general  of  a regiment  of  infantry, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  that  [tart  of  the  county. 
His  wife  was  Iluldah  Howe.  His  sons  were  Edmund  B., 
Wallace,  Jerome,  Gouverneur,  and  Thaddeus.  One  daugh- 
ter (Jane)  became  the  wife  of  William  L.  Gott,  a man  of 
considerable  notoriety  in  later  years. 

On  the  lower  side  of  the  street  was  a hotel  kept  by 
Samuel  Witt  (after  the  Champions  quit  the  hotel  business), 
commencing  in  1830,  and  continuing  some  twelve  years. 
He  removed  to  Carylville,  kept  a hotel  there  several  years, 
at  which  place  he  died.  His  wife  was  Susan  Caryl,  a sister 
of  Leonard  Caryl,  and  she  is  still  living. 

Derrick  Livingston  kept  a hotel  many  years,  just  east  of 
the  old  school-house.  The  Livingstons  were  quite  numer- 
ous, and  in  1819  Chauneey  kept  a hotel  near  Richmondville. 

Still  farther  east,  Joseph  Powers  kept  a hotel,  not  far 
from  the  present  railroad  crossing.  After  his  death  it  was 
continued  by  Chester  Powers.  This  was  quite  a large 
family,  and  one  of  them,  Ingraham,  became  a Baptist 
preacher. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Bigelow  hotel,  and  about 
the  time  the  railroad  was  opened,  D.  W.  Thurber  bought  a 
portion  of  the  Warnerville  seminary,  moved  it  to  East 
Worcester,  and  erected  a large  hotel  near  the  depot,  nearly 
opposite  where  the  old  Champion  hotel  was  located.  This 
was  kept  by  W.  W.  Babcock  until  1877,  when  it  was 
bought  by  other  parties.  It  is  the  only  one  now  kept  in 
the  place. 

The  next  hotel  west  of  East  Worcester  was  kept  by 
Captain  Bela  Johnson.  Mr.  Johnson  was  captain  of  a com- 
^ pany  in  the  7th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  and  company  drills 
were  held  at  his  place,  and  in  ISIS  at  a hotel  kept  by  | 
Nathaniel  Todd,  since  by  John  P.  Russ,  anil  lately  by  E.  F. 
Knapp. 

In  those  days  hotels  were  kept  and  managed  differently 
from  what  they  are  now.  Most  travelers  carried  their 
own  provisions;  teamsters  had  large  dinner-pails,  and  ate  j 
their  meals  on  bar-room  tables  or  sitting  on  their  wagons.  I 
The  hotels  were  depended  on  for  places  of  lodging,  and 
barn  room  for  their  horses.  Prices  were  low  ; a shilling  fur 
a lodging  and  meals,  three  cents  for  whisky  and  cigars, 
and  three  cents  per  horse  for  a baiting  of  buy.  Often  I 
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have  sat  in  the  hotel,  seeing  them  roast  clams  in  the  big 
fire-place,  and  listening  to  their  stories  of  pioneer  life. 

As  long  time  ago  as  1SU7  or  180S  the  mail  was  brought 
from  Albany,  on  horseback,  by  Joseph  Webb.  After  a 
while  he  drove  a horse  and  wagon,  and  occasionally  carried 
a passenger.  For  a great  many  years  Mr.  Elias  Brooks,  of 
Westford,  was  a post-rider,  bringing  and  distributing  the 
papers  published  at  Coopcrstown.  I think  he  continued 
until  about  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna  railroad.  His  route  was  by  Middlefield,  De- 
catur, Worcester,  East  Worcester,  and  then  by  the  way 
of  Calcutta  street  to  his  home. 

An  early  settler  was  Isaac  Caryl,  who  was  born  in  IIop- 
kinton,  Mass.,  April  19,  1771.  His  ancestors  were  from 
England,  and  when  quite  young  his  father,  Jonathan  Caryl, 
moved  with  his  family  to  Chester,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt. 

On  May  20,  1792,  Isaac  Caryl  was  married  by  Elder 
Aaron  Leland  to  Susan  Snell,  of  Chester  ; by  her  he  had 
five  sons  and  two  daughters.  John,  the  oldest,  was  born 
at  Chester,  Oct.  1,  1792  ; Isaac,  Jr.,  Nov.  8,  1794  ; Susan. 
Dec.  28,  1796;  Leonard,  March  20,  1799;  Emily,  April 
20,  1801;  Moses,  Aug.  17,  1803;  Joel,  April  9,  1806. 
Susan,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died  at  Chester,  Feb. 
26,  1807,  and  a monument  was  erected  to  her  memory  by 
her  sons.  Her  ancestry  it  is  believed  were  also  English. 

Isaac  Caryl,  Sr.,  married  his  second  wife,  Mary  Barnes, 
born  March  14,  1774.  Married  by  Rev.  Aaron  Leland, 
aforesaid,  in  1808,  and  moved  to  Sharon,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y. ; thence  to  Worcester  about  1810,  and  bought  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  William  II.  Ely,  where  he  erected  a 
distillery  and  carried  on  a large  farm.  His  father  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  with  Washington  until  it  closed;  was 
then  honorably  discharged.  Isaac  Caryl,  Sr.,  was  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  A few  years  before  his 
death  he  moved  to  West  Richmoudvillc,  a small  village  tak- 
ing his  name,  called  Carylville,  where  he  died  Sept.  17, 
1843,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

John  Caryl,  eldest  son  of  Isaac  and  Susan,  lived  with 
his  fiither  at  Worcester  aforesaid.  He  was  a member  of 
Captain  Giles  Kellogg’s  company  of  artillery,  composed  of 
100  men.  They  all  volunteered  in  the  War  of  1812  for 
two  years,  to  be  in  active  service  one  year.  They  were 
called  out  and  stationed  on  the  Canada  line,  and  were  in 
the  battle  at  Socket's  Harbor.  Before  leaving  home  he 
married  Hannah  Lampman,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, 
— two  sons  and  three  daughters, — the  eldest,  John  G. 
Caryl,  born  May  5,  1S13.  11c  received  a good  common- 
school  education,  became  a merchant  in  Worcester,  afore- 
said, and  traded  for  quite  a number  of  years.  He  married 
Christina  Ann  Smith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  of  Cen- 
tral Bridge,  Schoharie  Co..  N.  Y..  to  which  place  lie  moved, 
and  continued  a successful  mercantile  business  and  worked 
a small  farm.  He  has  been  a number  of  times  elected 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Schoharie. 

Joel  Carvl,  the  second  sou,  and  his  sister  Susan  are  de- 
ceased ; the  other  two  daughters  married  and  moved  Wt-st. 

Isaac  Caryl.  Jr.  married  and  lived  ill  Worcester  and  vicin- 
ity manv  years.  lie  moved  to  the  city  of  Now  \ork.  and 
thence  to  Iowa,  where  he  died.  His  wile  died  before 
leaving  New  York  city. 
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Susan,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Isaac  Sr.,  was  married  at 
Worcester,  to  William  Gott,  by  whom  she  had  three  chil- 
dren, Isaac  D.,  Mary  IX,  and  William  S.  After  her  first 
husband’s  decease  she  married  Samuel  Witt,  by  whom  she 
had  two  children,  John  and  Frances,  both  of  them  married 
and  living  in  Nunda,  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Leonard,  the  third  son  of  Isaac  and  Susan,  obtained  by 
his  own  industry  a good  academic  education  at  Chester, 
Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  entered  the 
store  of  Caryl  & Fullerton,  at  Stockbridge,  in  said  Windsor 
Co.,  Vt.,  as  clerk,  and  remained  as  such  until  he  became  of 
age,  when  he  entered  into  a copartnership  with  l)r.  Timo- 
thy P.  Fay,  under  the  firm-name  of  Fay  A Caryl,  buying 
goods  in  Boston,  Mass.  Doing  a lucrative  business  for 
three  or  four  years,  he  bought  his  partner’s  interest,  and 
soon  after  closed  business  and  removed  to  Worcester,  in 
1825.  The  year  previous,  in  October,  1S24,  he  married 
Mary,  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Silas  Crippen. 
She  was  born  at  Worcester,  July  29,  1800. 

Leonard  Caryl  after  his  removal  from  Vermont  to  Wor- 
cester built  a new  store  and  commenced  mercantile  business 
near  the  residence  of  his  father-in-law  in  1825.  In  1820 
he  purchased  a store,  two  dwelling-houses,  and  other  build- 
ings in  the  centre  of  the  town,  where  he  did  an  extensive 
business,  not  confined  to  Worcester  only,  but  included  the 
adjoining  towns. 

In  1841  he  built  the  large  brick  building  at  East  Wor- 
cester for  a store  and  dwelling,  at  present  occupied  by  his 
son-in-law,  William  H.  Ely,  the  most  expensive  and  elegant 
building  in  Worcester.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  legislature  by  a majority  of  more  than  1400,  and  in 
the  town  of  140,  when  the  political  parties  were  nearly 
balanced  in  town. 

The  year  following  he  was  elected  supervisor.  In  1837 
he  erected  the  hotel  opposite  his  store,  the  same  now  occu- 
pied by  George  Charles  as  a private  residence.  As  early 
as  1835,  he  advocated  the  feasibility  of  a railroad  through 
the  Schenevus  valley  as  a necessary  outlet  for  the  coal  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  the  accommodation  of  the  traveling 
public.  At  a railroad  meeting  of  three  counties  at  the 
court-house  in  Schoharie  county  he  made  the  principal 
address;  again  at  Oneonta  and  at  different  points  on  the 
route  year  after  year,  besides  spending  much  time  in  Albany 
during  the  sessions  of  the  legislature,  advocating  and  look- 
ing after  the  interest  of  his  favorite  project.  And  it  is 
but  justice  to  claim  for  him  the  pioneership  of  this  enter- 
prise. The  company  took  18-j-J*0  acres  of  his  land  for  the 
track  ; he  subscribed  for  fitly  shares. 

4t  was  originally  designed  by  the  friends  of  the  road 
that  it  should  be  owned  by  citizens  on  the  line  of  the  route 
and  controlled  by  them  ; unfortunately,  that  plan  failed. 

31 r.  Caryl  had  four  daughters  and  one  sou.  The  eldest 
died  when  about  four  years  of  age.  The  second,  Mary  i 
Jane,  married  Lasell  J.  Hayden,  of  Middlcfield,  who  was 
a partner  of  Mr.  Caryl  at  East  Worcester  for  a number  of 
years,  under  the  firm-name  of  Caryl  A Hayden,  when  a 
dissolution  took  place,  and  Hayden  removed  to  the  city  ! 
of  New  York  and  became  a partner  in  the  firm  of  Hurl- 
burt,  Vanvalkenburgh  A Co.,  in  the  dry-goods  jobbing  j 
business,  until  the  war  broke  out,  when  the  firm  was  di»-  ] 


solved.  His  wife  died  Oct.  12,  18G2,  leaving  two  sons, 
Lasell  J.  Hayden  and  Louis  C.  Hayden. 

Their  father  died  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  Mr.  Caryl, 
the  grandfather  of  the  two  boys,  became  their  guardian. 
II is  third  daughter  married  Dr.  Benjamin  C.  El)-,  son  of 
Dr.  Sumner  Ely,  of  Middlcfield  aforesaid,  and  moved  to 
Girard,  Erie  Co.,  Pa. ; is  a druggist ; has  four  daughters 
and  four  sons. 

His  fourth  daughter,  Ellen,  married  William  II.  Ely, 
younger  brother  of  Dr.  Benjamin  C. ; was  for  many  years 
in  mercantile  business  in  Middlcfield  aforesaid;  was  elected 
supervisor  of  said  town  for  five  years,  sometimes  without 
opposition  ; moved  to  East  Worcester  in  the  fall  of  1SG8, 
and  was  elected  supervisor  of  Worcester  in  1874;  was 
elected  member  of  the  assembly,  and  again  in  1875. 

Mr.  Caryl’s  son  Julius  Henry  was  born  Christmas-cve, 
Dec.  24,  1837,  received  a good  academic  education,  and  at 
an  early  age  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  Worcester. 
Went  from  there  to  New  York  city  and  entered  extensively 
into  business,  and  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  In 
June  21,  187G,  was  married  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  Nelson 
Chase,  Esq.  Their  residence  is  the  Jumel  mansion,  on 
Washington  Heights. 

Moses  Caryl  died  at  Seward,  Schoharie  Co.,  31  arch  27, 
1SG9,  and  Joel  Caryl  the  same  year,  the  7th  November,  at 
Richmondville,  Schoharie  Co.,  universally  esteemed. 

In  the  years  1S08  and  1810,  crossing  the  county-line 
going  west,  the  first  family  was  that  of  Elder  Thomas 
Tallman.  He  came  from  England  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  with  Burgoyne,  a drummer,  when  about  eighteen 
years  of  age.  After  Burgoyne’s  surrender  he  remained  in 
the  United  States,  became  a Baptist  minister,  and  married 
many  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  early  settlers  ; lived 
to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  in  Le  Roy. 

The  next  resident  was  3Ir.  Jennings,  the  uext  Noah 
Adset,  next  William  Barrett,  James  Lamonne,  Elisha  E. 
Freeman’s  father.  After  striking  Schenevus  Creek  road, 
Joseph  Powers,  with  a large  family,  grandfather  of  Rev. 
Ingram  Powers,  opened  a hotel  in  1813  or  1814.  and  kept 
it  for  quite  a number  of  years.  After  his  decease  it  was 
kept  by  his  son,  Captain  Chester  Powers.  The  estate  was 
settled  in  the  court  of  chancery,  and  the  farm  of  224 
acres  was  purchased  by  Leonard  Caryl. 

The  next  inhabitant  was  Josiah  Hill,  aud  one  Bonsteil, 
who  kept  a hotel  not  more  than  one  hundred  rods  from 
Powers’  hotel.  The  next  was  Isaac  Caryl,  owning  a one- 
sixth  part  of  a 1000-acre  tract;  the  north  and  south  road 
passing  through  it.  The  place  was  known  for  many  years  as 
East  Worcester  Four  Corners.  The  next  resident  was  An- 
drew Little,  owuing  another  one-sixth  part  of  the  3IcGee 
patent  of  1000  acres. 

About  this  time  the  father  of  Jonathan  L.  Pinncy,  a 
merchant  in  3Iiddlefield,  moved  in  and  kept  a small  store. 
The  next  was  David  Babcock,  in  early  life  a seafaring  man  ; 
owned  another  one-sixth  part.  Next  was  Joshua  Bigelow, 
who  owned  another  one-sixth  of  the  tract,  kept  an  inn,  was 
a man  of  some  note.  General  Edmund  B.  Bigelow  was  a 
son  of  his.  The  next  one-sixth  of  said  tract  was  owned  by 
Benjamin  Dclauiatter,  who  also  kept  an  inn.  The  sixth 
and  last  of  the  tract  was  owned  by  Amos  Starkweather. 
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The  next  on  the  road  was  John  A.  Hudson,  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  his  son,  Edward  M.  Hudson,  or  the 
smaller  part  of  it.  Then,  passing  through  a piece  of  woods, 
we  come  to  a place  once  occupied  by  Captain  Seneca  Bige- 
low, brother  of  General  E.  B.  Bigelow.  Was  elected  super- 
visor of  the  town  one  or  more  years,  and  his  brother, 
General  E.  B.  Bigelow,  was  elected  member  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

The  next  in  order,  as  we  move  down  the  Schencvus  Creek 
valley,  was  Colonel  Bela  Johnson,  who  kept  an  inn  and 
owned  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town  ; a man  of  some 
notoriety;  married  his  second  wife,  sister  of  Seneca  and 
General  E.  B.  Bigelow. 

The  next  residence  was  that  of  Seth  Dickenson,  where 
Bradley  Ritton  and  Samuel  Robbins  now  reside.  Next, 
Francis  Dickeusou,  brother  of  Seth;  a blacksmith,  had  a 
large  family  of  boys,  and  worked  a firm.  Nearly  opposite 
lived  Jonathan  Pickering,  a hatter;  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  Ilis  wife’s  name  was  Cass  before  she  was  married  ; 
a relative  of  Hon.  Lewis  Cass.  Near  Pickering’s  residence 
lived  Captain  Samuel  Houghton,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  a 
very  shrewd  man  ; was  elected  constable  and  appointed  dep- 
uty sheriff.  At  one  time  he  had  an  execution  against 
some  man  on  South  hill,  and  in  those  days  executions,  for 
the  want  thereof,  took  the  body.  The  man  was  on  the 
lookout,  and  when  he  saw  the  constable  coming  would  slip 
into  his  house  and  fasten  the  door.  The  constable,  unwil- 
ling to  be  outdone,  noticed  a corn-field  close  by  the  house ; 
one  night  took  a cow-bell,  went  into  the  corn-field,  rattled 
the  bell.  The  night  was  dark,  the  man  came  in  haste  to 
drive  away  the  cow,  stumbled  over  the  constable,  and  was 
caught ; paid  the  debt,  and  no  doubt  felt  himself  none  the 
wiser  for  attempting  to  defraud  his  neighbor  of  his  honest 
due. 

In  the  same  neighborhood,  a little  east,  lived  Dr.  Uriah 
Gregory  Bigelow,  son  of  Uriah  Bigelow,  many  years  a 
practicing  physician,  highly  esteemed.  Was  elected  super- 
visor of  the  town  quite  a number  of  years.  He  died  March 
30,  1850. 

The  next  resident  was  Adam  Clark,  a farmer  and  an 
early  settler.  Died  in  Worcester. 

Nearly  opposite  lived  Orange  Wright,  a wheelwright 
by  trade,  which  lie  prosecuted,  farming  at  the  same  time. 
Was  a deacon  in  the  Baptist  church  for  many  years;  a good 
neighbor.  Died  Nov.  18,  1S37,  leaving  a widow  and  a 
number  of  children. 

The  next  residence  wxs  Calvin  Clark’s,  a shoemaker.  He 
subsequently  moved  into  Delaware  county,  where  he  died. 

£ The  next  resident  was  Leonard  Caryl,  whose  history  hits 
been  given. 

William  Stimson  was  the  next.  His  farm  is  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Adoniram  Thompson. 

Nearly  opposite  said  Stimpson's  residence  lived  Dr. 
Uriah  Bigelow,  born  in  western  Massachusetts,  March 
17(15.  He  emigrated  to  Worcester,  Feb.  20,  1791,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  where  he  lived  until  his  decease,  Aug. 
10,  1812.  Dr.  Bigelow  was  a man  of  energy  and  perse- 
verance. Had  a fine  water-privilege  on  his  farm,  which  ho 
improved  at  an  early  day;  built  a grist-mill  and  a saw-mill ; 
did  much  to  sustain  the  Congregational  church,  of  which 


he  wxs  a member ; one  of  the  principal  men,  if  not  the 
first,  that  engaged  in  erecting  the  Congregational  meeting- 
house in  1822,  which  was  repaired  in  1860.  Previous  to 
the  building  of  this  house  the  people  met  in  a large  school- 
house,  standing  on  the  corner  of  the  street  where  Dehjsj 
Van  Hueson’s  residence  now  is,  for  public  worship. 

Says  Leonard  Caryl,  “ I have  known  four  generations  of 
Bigelows,  and  one  or  more  doctors  in  each.”  Dr.  I riah 
had  a son,  Dr.  Uriah  Gregory,  mentioned  above.  He  had 
a son,  Uriah  G.,  who  settled  in  Albany,  practiced  medi- 
cine, and  died  there ; his  son  John  succeeded  to  his 
practice,  which  is  quite  extensive. 

The  next  residence  was  that  of  Seth  Chase,  a tanner  by 
trade.  He  was  colonel  of  a regiment,  supervisor  of  the 
town  at  different  times,  member  of  the  legislature  in  1819 
and  1820,  and  judge  of  the  courts. 

The  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  had  a lodge  in  his  house. 
The  meeting  of  its  members  was  discontinued  after  the  Mor- 
gan affair.  The  colonel  was  Master,  followed  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Carpenter,  Leonard  Caryl,  and  others. 

The  judge  was  a man  of  substance,  strict  integrity,  and 
was  highly  esteemed.  His  son,  Colonel  Wrn.  H.  Chase,  oc- 
cupies the  old  homestead.  We  next  come  to  the  residence 
of  Robert  Quail,  who  came  from  Ireland  when  young.  He 
owned  the  farm  where  Mr.  John  Tricky  now  lives-  His 
son,  William  C.  Quail,  was  a man  of  some  note  ; held  vari- 
ous town  offices.  His  sons  are  Luke,  William.  James,  and 
Atchenson. 

Solomon  Hartwell  lived  where  John  Cook’s  house  now 
stands.  He  came  from  Massachusetts  with  Uriah  Bige- 
low and  Nathaniel  Todd,  before  spoken  of.  Passing  the 
residences  of  Major  Todd  and  Solomon  Hartwell,  we  come 
to  the  pleasant  village  of  Worcester.  Beyond  the  dwel- 
ling of  Mr.  Briggs,  who  lived  across  this  creek,  wxs 
the  residence  of  Daniel  Crippen,  the  fourth  son  of  Silas 
Crippen,  born  in  Worcester,  Feb.  26,  1786.  The  next  res- 
ident was  John  Waterman,  a farmer.  The  next  Jacob 
Stener.  Then  we  come  to  the  town-line  diwding  Worces- 
ter and  Maryland.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  before 
leaving  the  history  of  Worcester,  to  give  the  names  of  res- 
idents of  this  town  who  have  served  as  members  of  assem- 
bly in  their  order  of  election.  The  first  was  Silas  Crippen. 
in  1816;  the  next,  Henry  Albert,  emigrated  from  New 
England  at  an  early  day,  settled  on  South  Hill,  and  raised  a 
large  family, — Frederick  Albert,  now  seventy-eight  years  of 
age,  still  a resident  of  the  town,  is  a son  of  his.  born  in 
Worcester,  his  father  was  a member  in  1817  ; Seth  Chase, 
before  mentioned,  in  1819  and  1820;  Schuyler  C'ripp-en. 
son  of  Silas,  before  mentioned,  in  1831  ; Genera!  Edmund 
B.  Bigelow,  in  1S37  ; Leonard  Caryl,  in  1842  ; Samuel  H. 
Grant  was  a member  in  1S57  ; James  Stewart,  gran  Ison  of 
General  James  Stewart,  before  mentioned,  in  1873  ; Wil- 
liam II.  Ely,  in  1874  and  1875. 

That  portion  of  the  Charlotte  valley’  lying  in  Ot-  go 
County,  called  South  Worcester,  is  a fruitful  vail.  v.  Ling 
between  “South  Hill  and  the  Delaware  countv  liiiN.  the 
Charlotte  creek  dividing  Worcester  from  Ilarpersficld.  The 
country  was  settled  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  ( hi*. 
James  Strain,  whose  descendants  are  now  quite  nauier  u~. 

1 purchased  land  in  the  Charlotte  valley  about  the  year  177  ■ 
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Then  and  until  near  the  year  1800  the  country  wa9  one 
unbroken  wilderness,  the  residents  cutting  bridle-paths,  or 
going  by  marked  trees  from  Catskill  to  the  Charlotte, 
with  occasional  settlements  like  Schoharie  on  the  route. 

Strain,  Timothy  Murphey,  Lodowiek  Becker,  and  Jo- 

siah  Darwin  were  some  of  the  earliest  pioneers  to  the 
Charlotte.  The  descendants  are  still  living  in  the  valley. 
Abraham  Becker,  the  grandson  of  Lodowiek,  became  the 
most  prominent  occupant  of  the  valley,  and  from  an  untu- 
tored Dutch  boy  became  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  in  the 
State.  He  accumulated  a large  fortune.  He  died  leaving 
six  children,  who  are  all  active  business  men.  His  son 
George,  the  oldest,  was  the  counsel  for  the  murderer  Ru- 
loff.  His  other  sons  are  lawyers,  and  are  doing  well.  In 
losing  Abram  Becker,  South  Worcester  lost  much  of  its  en- 
ergy and  life,  and  it  is  dow  quietly  pursuing  its  course  more 
as  a farming  community  than  as  a business  centre. 

There  is  a large  amount  of  wealth  in  the  valley  for  a 
farming  locality.  The  Mitchels,  Martins,  Robertsons, 
Beckers,  and  Darwins  are  among  the  most  thriving  of  its 
citizens. 

THE  “GENERAL  TRAININGS.” 

The  following  interesting  sketch  is  contributed  by  S.  B. 
Champion  : 

As  we  grow  old,  how  things  and  fashions  change  ! In 
“ good  old  Jackson  times,”  as  aged  people  say,  military  drills 
and  “general  trainings”  were  looked  upon  as  events  of  more 
interest  and  importance  than  county  fairs,  horse-  and  boat- 
races,  or  base-ball,  tournaments  of  the  present  day.  Then, 
almost  everybody  went  to  general  trainings.  Nothing  else, 
save  the  hanging  of  a murderer,  called  together  so  many 
people.  How  eagerly  the  boys  watched  for  the  eventful 
morning;  how  earnestly  we  witnessed  the  formation  of 
companies  in  martial  array  ; how  we  admired  the  field-offi- 
cers as  they  appeared  on  their  war-caparisoned  steeds,  with 
swords  dangling  by  their  sides ; how  amazed  to  see  the  sol- 
diers march  as  one  man,  as  we  scanned  their  make-up, — high 
hats  with  waving  plumes,  glistening  tinsel  epaulets,  swallow- 
tailed coats  with  fancy  bindings  and  brass  buttons,  high  boots 
and  gauntlet  gloves;  how  we  listened  to  the  soul-stirring 
music  of  the  fife  and  drum,  as  we  hurried  through  the 
crowd  following  the  soldiers  to  the  parade  grounds  ! Then 
it  was  fun  to  hear  the  tin-peddlers  auctioneer  their  wares, 
and  see  the  boys  and  girls  marching  along  with  huge  cakes 
of  gingerbread  in  their  hands  or  under  their  arms;  how 
sparingly  we  spent  the  few  pennies  given  us  by  our  parents  ; 
and  how  good  a one-cent  glass  of  cider  tasted  ! All  were 
happy  in  their  homespun  suits,  which  were  manufactured 
in  iffir  dwellings, — cloth  caps,  tow  trowsers,  Leghorn  bonnets, 
and  calico  dresses — no  silk  hats,  French  doeskin  pants,  or 
forty-yard  pin-back  dresses,  as  now. 

We  are  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  date  that  the  Wor- 
cester Artillery  Company,  12th  Regiment,  3d  Brigade,  was 
organized;  It  must  have  been  previous  to  18-1).  The  com- 
pany was  first  mustered  under  Captain  Joshua  I.  Bitrclow. 
lie  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Chester  Lowers,  Joshua  K. 
Champion,  Brazilla  Jl.  Brown,  Nathan  Babcock,  and  Ezra 
Champion.  In  181.")  the  militia  law  was  changed,  abolish- 
ing all  company  musters,  and  the  company  went  down  under 
Lieutenant  William  Champion  as  its  last  commander.  The 


company  usually  met  at  Cooperstown  for  regimental  parade, 
but  not  every  year.  Sometimes  it  met  for  regimental  driil 
at  Worcester  with  the  militia.  The  first  colonel  that  we 
remember  was  named  Sprague,  and  the  last  Colonel  Seth 
II.  Chase.  It  was  generally  conceded  that  the  Worcester 
company  had  the  best  gunners,  and  were  the  most  efficient 
in  the  various  evolutions  practiced  on  the  field.  It  had  a 
3 pounder  brass  cannon,  captured  from  the  British  at  Bell- 
mis  Heights,  in  1777,  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  It 
bears  the  English  coat  of  arms.  It  was  kept  in  a gun-house 
near  the  residence  of  Judge  Chase,  and  was  on  duty  in  some 
locality  every  Fourth  of  July  for  many  years. 

We  are  unable  to  tell  when  Captain  Johnson’s  Company, 
7th  Infantry  Regiment,  was  organized,  or  bow  many  mem- 
bers of  it  are  still  living. 

Aaron  Champion  was  commissioned  lieutenant  of  the  7th 
Regiment  of  Infantry  by  Governor  Joseph  C.  Yates,  dated 
Nov.  24,  1823,  to  rank  as  such  from  Sept.  4,  1823.  We 
know  not  the  date  other  officers  were  commissioned. 

Among  the  papers  pertaining  to  military  matters,  I find 
the  following  muster-roll,  which  is  worthy  of  record : 

Militia  Roll  of  Captain  Bela  Johnson’s  Company,  of  the  7th  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Nathaniel  Kingsley,  in 
the  town  of  Worcester,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  .1,  1822. 

Sergeant *. — Aaron  Champion,  Seneca  Bigelow,  William  Lamoure, 
William  Steward,  I. 

Corporal*. — Edmund  B.  Bigelow,  Samuel  Dickinson,  Ilenry  Gott, 
Erastus.  Sheldon,  4. 

Musician*. — .John  Gott,  James  Gott,  Thomas  D.  Storrs,  Nelson 
Starkweather,  4. 

Private*. — Russel!  Adsit,  Shubael  Bullock,  Israel  Bullock.  Cyrus 
Bullock,  Ebony  Bigelow,  Hiram  Burritt,  Abijah  Barrett,  Asa  Bates, 
Alfred  Bougbton,  Othcnial  Barber,  Benjamin  Barrett,  Moses  Cham- 
pion, Reuben  Champion,  John  Champion,  James  Clark,  William 
Colegrove,  Leonard  Caryl,  William  Clark,  Silas  Clark,  Harvey  Cor- 
nell, Francis  Dickinson,  Ephraim  Dunham.  Benjamin  Del.imnter, 
Job  Devol,  William  C.  Ellis,  Moses  Essex,  Harry  Freeman.  Il.ircnt 
Friedendall,  Oliver  H.  Galusha,  John  Ham,  Sylvester  Holmes,  Ben- 
ton Halloek,  James  Ingalls,  Chancellor  Ingalls,  Jotham  Jeuniugs. 
Jonathan  Jcunings,  Calvin  Jennings,  Zimri  Knapp,  Ira  Lane,  James 
Lamoure,  Jr.,  James  Lockwood,  Joseph  H.  Lincoln,  Timothy  Morse, 
Joseph  S.  Northrop,  Roswell  Powers,  Nichols  Roland,  Rufus  Storrs, 
Benjamin  Starkweather,  Harvey  Smith,  Josiah  Shutts,  John  Skinner, 
Allen  Sheldon,  David  Simmons,  Peter  Simmons,  Abel  Turner,  Jona- 
than Tbyer,  Dr.  James  Tallman,  Samuel  Warner,  William  William- 
son, GO. 

THE  TILLAGE  OF  WORCESTER 

is  pleasantly  located  in  the  Sohcnevus  valley,  and  is  an  im- 
portant station  on  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  railroad. 
It  contains  four  churches — Methodist,  Baptist,  Congrega- 
tional, and  Catholic — and  the  following  business  interests  : 
attorneys,  S.  II.  Grant  and  L.  J.  Barnes;  physicians.  \\  . 
If.  Leonard,  Burdett  Warren,  and  Dr.  Dart;  llo/c-  >■ 
Times,  Miss  A.  E.  Smith;  bank,  N.  Chester  & Co.,  es- 
tablished in  1S74  ; general  stores,  W.  J.  Sloan,  llu-s  A: 
Northrup,  A.  Diefendorf;  drug-store,  M.  Lowell ; feed  and 
groceries,  Thomas  A Crippcn ; hardware,  etc.,  8uiith  \ 
Swartout ; groceries,  George  C.  Allen.  L.  L.  Ib  yi:  5 "t- 
and  shoes,  A.  Wilcox  ; grist-mills,  W.  Van  Benthu'*  n. 

| B.  Dey ; milliners,  Mrs.  Welch.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Horton  ; harm  -- 
shop,  C.  II.  Cooley;  wagons,  D.  E.  Sheiland,  C.  I>  B 'b- 
bins  ; blacksmiths,  J.  Preston,  L).  Yanhuseii,  M.  Bo_\lin_', 
W.  Dueher;  saloon,  James  Kelley;  hotel,  E.  I.  Knapp; 
jeweler,  E.  Mead  ; cabinet-shop  and  undertaker,  Isaac  > 
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Atkins ; meat-market,  S.  T.  Lamoure ; cooper,  George 
Stain  ; photographer,  O.  T.  Morgan  ; telegraph  operator, 
Mr.  Emmons;  station-agent,  Hamilton  Waterman;  hop- 
dealer,  D.  W.  Sehelland ; butter-dealers,  C.  II.  Crippen, 
Giles  Goodenough. 

EAST  WORCESTER, 

located  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  is  a pleasant  and  pros- 
perous village,  and  contains  two  churches — Methodist  and 
.Baptist — and  the  following  business  interests : physicians, 

C.  A.  McDonald,  Frank  Smith,  and  David  S.  Near;  mer- 
chants, S.  M.  Thurbur,  D.  W.  A N.  Thurbur,  Peter  Hol- 
lenbeck, E.  Snyder,  Eckerson  A Bowen ; harness-shop, 

D.  S.  Sullivan  ; blacksmiths,  Juhu  E.  Rockafeller,  John 
II.  Groat,  N.  Boom,  J.  N.  Stever ; wagon-makers,  G.  T. 
Dana,  P.  Diefendorf,  and  John  Neer;  furniture,  G.  II. 
Brown ; hotels,  Benjamin  Graham,  S.  Thompson  ; shoe- 
shops,  Martin  Snyder,  E.  Lockwood  ; milliners,  Mrs.  Agin, 
Miss  Smith,  and  Mrs.  J).  T.  Gott ; grist-,  saw-,  and  planing- 
mill,  D.  W.  Warner;  meat-market,  D.  C.  Post;  paper-mill, 
H.  A W.  II.  Harder. 

South  Worcester  is  a pleasant  hamlet,  located  on 
the  Charlotte  river,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN-MEETING. 

The  first  town-meeting  of  which  any  records  exist  was 
held  at  William  Griffiths’,  April  3,  179S,  when  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  chosen,  viz. : 

Supervisor. — Robert  Roseboom . 

Town  Clerk. — Silas  Crippen. 

.ds.ses.sws. — Christopher  Brakeman,  Perms  Drake,  Henry 
Ingalls,  William  Griffiths,  Jotham  Houghton. 

Constables. — Mr.  Lane,  Ezekiel  Rice,  and  Samuel  B. 
Spencer.  ' 

Poor  Masters. — Josiah  Chase,  Henry  Ingalls. 

Puthmasters. — Daniel  Bartholomew,  John  Brakeman, 
Benjamin  Leonard,  William  Constabel,  Abner  Pees,  Jacob 
Schcrmerhorn,  Robert  Moors,  Elijah  Freeman,  Uriah 
Bigelow,  William  Griffith,  Jotham  Houghton,  Israel  Spen- 
cer, John  Tompson,  Amos  Spencer,  Daniel  Sever.  Ben- 
jamin Chase,  Moss  Ilowe,  Joseph  Howe,  Jonas  Babcock, 
Clark  Whitmore,  P.  T.  Demont,  Whitney  Inel,  Nathaniel 
Storrs,  John  Champion,  E.  Alvord,  D.  McMullen,  Samuel 
Tompson,  Calvin  Winslow,  Jonathan  Padlock,  I*.  Drake, 
Abijah  Wright,  L.  Fletcher,  Jacob  Flint,  J.  Moors. 

Collector. — Isaac  Lane. 

Fence  Viewers. — Bartholomew,  Becker.  Strain,  M.  Quale, 
^F.  Albert,  Rufus  Ingalls,  Benjamin  Ellis,  Abijah  Wright, 
B.  Brown,  Seth  Dickinson,  Uriah  Bigelow,  Elijah  Freeman, 
Elijah  Houghton,  Ezekiel  Rice,  Jotham  Houghtou,  David 
Ilowe,  Ralph  Earls. 

Pound  Keepers. — Mr.  Bartholomew,  Henry  Ingalls, 
Jacob  Brown,  W.  Griffith,  Elijah  Houghton,  Jesse  Spencer, 
M.  Howe. 

At  this  town-meeting  it  was  “ voted,  a bounty  of  ten 
dollars  for  every  wolf  that  shall  be  killed  in  the  town  of 
Worcester.’  In  1813  this  law  was  rescinded. 

The  following  have  served  as  supervisors  and  town 
clerks  from  17‘JS  to  167*: 


1 70S 

Supervisors. 
...Robert  Roseboom. 

Town  CK*rkd. 
Silas  Crippen. 

1 7!>y 

...  **  “ 

a »< 

1800 

...Peter  P.  Dumont. 

ii  a 

1801 

...  “ “ 

a a 

1802 

it  ii 

u a 

l,so:s 

ii  it 

n a 

1804 

a a 

a a 

1805 

...Robert  Roseboom. 

a a 

1806 

...Silas  Crippen. 

John  Chase. 

1807 

ii  ii 

...  Davitl  Tripp. 

Bela  Kaple. 

180!) 

...Silas  Crippen. 

ii  it 

B.  D.  Lamatter. 

1810  

ii  .< 

lsfi 

it  a 

ii  it 

18)2 

a a 

Jason  Cleveland. 

1813 

a a 

ii  ii 

1814 

Seth  Chase. 

1815 

...Silas  Crippen. 

Jason  Cleveland. 

1810 

...Jason  Cleveland. 

Seth  Chase. 

1817 

...  “ “ 

ii  ii 

ISIS 

a a 

ii  ii 

1819 

...  Uriah  Bigelow. 

Simeon  J.  Andrews. 

1820 

...  Henry  Smith. 

ii  ii 

1821 

...John  Strain. 

Amos  Bebling. 

1S22 

...Joseph  S.  Clark. 

Simeon  J.  Andrews. 

1S23 

it  ii 

1824 

it  ii 

Jonas  Chapman.  Jr. 

1825 

...Seth  Chase. 

Simeon  J.  Andrews. 

1826 

it  H 

Reuben  Champion^ 

ii  it 

1S27 

it  ii 

1S28 

...Bela  Johnson. 

a a 

1829 

...Henry  Smith. 

Jonas  Chapman,  Jr. 

1830 

ii  U 

William  C.  Queal. 

1831 

ii  it 

1S32 

...Schuyler  Crippen. 

ii  it 

1833 

Aaron  Pette. 

1834 

...  Henry  Smith. 

Henry  Johnson. 

1835 

...Seneca  Bigelow. 

ii  ii. 

1S36 

it  ii 

1837 

it  ii 

Ten  Eyck  La  Monr. 

1S33 

....William  C.  Queal. 

Eborn  T.  Bigelow. 

1S39 

...Uriah  G.  Bigelow. 

ii  it 

1840 

ii  ii 

Seneca  Bigelow. 

1341 

it  a 

ii  *i 

1842 

a a 

James  B.  Cooler. 

1843 

it  a 

Josiah  PickeriDg. 

1844 

...Abraham  Becker. 

ii  it 

1845 

...Leonard  Caryl. 

Thomas  Stimson. 

1S46 

...N.  G.  Bigelow. 

Lemuel  Houghton. 

1847 

Charles  Wright. 

1848 

Lemuel  Houghton. 

1S49 

....John  Cook. 

ii  ii 

1850 

,...A.  C.  Ten  Eyck. 

James  B.  Coolev. 

1851  

Lemuel  Houghton. 

1S52 

,...W.  II.  Chase. 

a a 

1S53 

,...S.  W.  Martin. 

a ii 

1854 

...S.  II.  Kelley. 

John  Storrs. 

1855 

...Brownell  Holmes. 

ii  ii 

1S56 

ii  H 

1857 

....Isaac  L.  Lainour. 

John  N.  Hartwell. 

1858 

....  D.  W.  Thurbcr. 

a a 

1859 

Henry  C.  Markham. 

I860 

....Samuel  II.  Grant. 

Charles  Wright. 

1801 

,...S.  W.  Martin. 

Joseph  Preston. 

1862 

ii  ii 

Charles  Wright. 

1863 

....George  Becker. 

Duane  B.  Coulee. 

1804 

,...E.  L.  Gustin. 

« it 

1865 

....Nelson  Thurbur. 

Charles  Wright. 

1S66 

it  ii 

Martin  Xorthmn. 

1867 

ii  ii 

Charles  II.  Coolev. 

isos 

....William  II.  Ely. 

ii  ii 

1809 

it  ii 

1870 

....V.  D.  Becker. 

C.  A.  Crippen. 

1871 

....Nelson  Thurber. 

C.  O.  Waterman. 

1S72 

....  “ “ 

A.  II.  Northrop. 

1S7m 

....Stephen  Gile. 

C.  H.  Merencss. 

1874 

B.  W.  Waterman. 

1>75 

,...D.  W.  Warner. 

A.  Wilcox. 

1S76 

ii  ii 

The  officers 

for  1S77  are  as  follows: 

Supervisor. - 
Tarn  Clerk 
Justice  of'  th 

—Henry  II.  Smith. 

.— M.  M.  Mul tor. 
e Peace. — S.  B.  Hartwell. 

Commissioner  of  Hiffhwnys. — II. 

Merencs. 

. 1 ssessor. — S 
Overseers  oj 

1.  P.  Holmes. 

the  Poor. — Abram  Smith,  A.  G.  Miller. 

Collector. — 
Auditors. — t 

Edmond  Ridge. 

S.  H.  Grant,  A.  Hollen 

beck, and  A.  Fa  kers. 

. 
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Inspectors  of  Election. — C.  B.  Robbins,  D.  W.  Neer,  J. 
S.  Ridge,  James  Bellow,  J.  S.  Baldwin,  I*.  Ilanor. 

Game  Constable. — S.  T.  Lamour. 

Excise  Commissioner. — P.  L.  Domic. 

Town  Sealer. — C.  N.  Hart. 

Constables. — L.  Jaycox,  E.  Crippen,  0.  Mowbray,  R. 
Holmes. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

In  1SG5  this  town  bad  20,979  acres  of  improved  land, 
and  the  cash  value  of  farms  was  8901, 0G5.  There  were 
1G1  bushels  of  spring  wheat  harvested;  bushels  of  winter 
wheat  in  1864,  30  ; bushels  of  oats,  15,597 ; bushels  of 
barley,  782  ; bushels  of  buckwheat,  G931  ; bushels  of  Indian 
corn,  4234;  bushels  of  potatoes,  2S,1G3;  bushels  of  peas, 
327  ; bushels  of  beans,  1G5  ; bushels  of  turnips,  2371  ; 
pounds  of  hops,  110,G07  ; bushels  of  apples,  1 G,7  2 1 ; bar- 
rels of  cider,  349  ; pounds  of  maple  sugar  in  1SG5,  37.205  ; 
gallons  of  molasses,  502 ; pounds  of  butter,  134,622  ; 
pounds  of  cheese,  1370. 

a9  ncultural  Statistics,  1875. — Acres  plowed,  4627  ; in 
pasture,  7209  ; mown,  8279  ; tons  of  hay  produced,  7492 ; 
bushels  of  barley,  200;  buckwheat,  8541;  corn,  4164; 
oats,  46,076;  rye,  4398;  spring  wheat,  169  ; winter  wheat, 
92;.  beans,  87;  peas,  119;  pounds  of  hops,  45,925; 
bushels  of  potatoes  ; pounds  of  butter  made,  202,031. 

Area. — Worcester  has  an  area  of  29,030  acres;  the 
assessed  valuation  of  which  is  8526,315,  aud  the  equalized 
valuation  8526,604. 

POPULATION. 


1800 2235 

1810 1140 

1814 1300 

1820 193S 

1845 2294 

1850 2047 

1855 2115 

1S60 2154 

1825 2210 

1865 2231 

1830 2093 

1835 2210 

1S40 2390  1 

1870 2327 

1875 2417 

CHAPTER  L X X V I. 

TOWN  OF  WORCESTER-Continued. 

First  Baptist  Church— Congregational — Methodist  of  Worcester — 
Methodist  of  South  Worcester — Methodist  of  East  Worcester — 
St.  Joseph's — Second  Baptist — Lutheran  of  South  Worcester. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CIIURCH  OF  WORCESTER.* 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1798,  Rev.  Ashbcl  Hasmer 
and  Rev.  John  Lawton  visited  the  town  of  Worcester,  and 
foil  ml  a number  of  Baptists  there,  whom  they  advised  to 
form  into  a church.  Rev.  A.  Hasmer  baptized  one  person, 
aud  there  appeared  a pleasing  attention  among  the  people. 
They  continued  their  meetings,  and  Rev.  J.  Lawton  fre- 
quently visited  them  and  baptized  three  more.  After  strug- 
gling through  many  difficulties,  on  Aug.  21,  1799,  they 
were  constituted  into  a regular  Baptist  church  by  a council 
formed  of  the  delegates  from  the  North  Burlington,  Third 
Burlington,  Butternuts,  and  Kortright  churches. 

The  elmreh  was  organized  with  eight  members  in  a barn 


* By  Itov.  J.  Evans. 


on  West  Hill,  on  the  farm  wh-re  J.hn  Ferp  now  lives,  then 
owned  by  Rufus  and  Ebeneier  The  deacons  were 

brethren  Cole  and  Ingalls.  Tie  church  was  received  into 
the  Otsego  association,  he!  i iz  Exeter.  Sept.  4,  1799.  It 
afterwards  united  with  the  Ibrusselaerville  and  Franklin 
associations.  The  church  ani  «p:  rgregation  worshiped  in 
dwelling-houses,  school-houses,  and  bams  most  of  the  time 
for  a number  of  years. 

A division  arose  in  1813  cr  1814  on  a question  of  dis- 
cipline, the  breach  grew  wider  aud  wider,  and  finally  the 
church  disbanded.  The  citrus  at  that  time  was  Leavitt 
Chusliing.  The  first  church-records  were  taken  to  Bain- 
bridge  and  lost. 

The  church  was  reorganized  March  16,  1816.  Rev. 
John  Warren  was  chosen  m- -aerator,  and  Samuel  Butler 
clerk.  Elder  Warren  was  the  fust  settled  pastor.  Among 
the  first  members  were  R.  and  E.  Ingalls,  Luding  Ingalls 
and  wife,  Lionel  and  Allen  Sheldon  and  wives.  From 
IS  1 G to  1819  fifteen  were  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. The  first  ordination  was  that  of  Mr.  French.  The 
services  were  held  at  Deacon  Ingalls'  house. 

From  1819  to  1S22.  Elders  Butler,  Mack,  March,  and 
Carpenter  preached  one-quarter  of  the  time  each.  In  No- 
vember, 1819,  David  Holmes  was  ordained  deacon.  Elder 
B.  Sawin  preached  the  sermon.  During  this  year  the  old 
church  was  built,  the  spiritual' birth-place  of  many  precious 
souls. 

At  this  time  the  church  was  strict  in  its  discipline,  as  it 
voted  to  withdraw  the  hand  of  fellowship  from  a number 
for  denying  the  resurrection  and  the  general  judgment. 
One  clause  was  also  added  to  the  articles  of  faith,  for  at 
this  time  quite  a stir  was  made  on  these  subjects.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1S22,  Rev.  Julius  Beeman  was  elected  pastor,  and 
served  the  church  with  great  acceptance  until  December, 
1S27.  During  the  year  1 u22.  Norman  Bently  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  gospel.  In  June.  Iu23,  Orange  Wright  was 
chosen  to  serve  as  deacon.  At  this  time  the  money  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  church  was  raised  by  the  system 
of  equality,  as  two  brethren  were  appointed  to  collect  the 
tax  throughout  the  church.  We  have  a few  years  later 
the  following : 

Resolved,  That  each  and  every  ciuroh  member  shall  pay  their 
equal  proportion  in  the  expenses  of  the  church  according  to  the 
amount  of  property  intrusted  to  them. 

In  1828  an  invitation  was  extended  to  Walter  Covey;  he 
was  received  into  the  church  by  letter.  May  9,  and  ordained 
to  the  work  of  the  gosjol  ministry  Oct.  28  of  the  same 
year.  Elder  Weeks  preached  the  ordination  sermon,  Elder 
Sawin  offered  the  ordaining  prayer.  Elder  Wright  gave  the 
charge,  Elder  Butler  gave  the  hand  of  fellowship,  Elder 
Sawiu  addressed  the  church,  and  Elder  Spafford  closed  by 
prayer.  All  of  these  veterans  an  1 ministers  of  Christ  have 
gone  to  receive  their  reward.  The  church,  during  the  next 
decade,  was  very  prosperous.  Elder  Walter  Covey  con- 
tinued his  labors  for  eight  years.  Eighty-four  were  bap- 
tized during  his  pastorate.  In  1837.  Rev.  D.  B.  Collins 
was  settled  as  pastor.  At  this  time  there  was  a very  pros- 
perous Sabbath-school,  and  afterwards  it  is  mentioned  x<  an 
element  of  great  power  and  pr  -perky  to  the  church.  In 
1833  the  records  mention  a glorious  revival.  They  say. 
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“ Backsliders  liave  been  reclaimed,  sinners  converted,  and 
the  church  enlarged.”  Fifty-two  were  received  this  year 
by  baptism,  the  largest  number  in  one  year  during  its  entire 
history.  Elder  Collins  preached  in  the  east  and  west  parts 
of  the  township,  and  the  great  Master  blessed  his  labors 
abundantly.  A committee  was  appointed  to  buy  half  of 
the  Methodist  church  in  West  Worcester  (the  other  half 
was  already  owned  by  the  Baptist)  ; the  purchase  was 
finally  made.  This  year  Isaac  Fierce  and  Joseph  Hartwell 
were  chosen  deacons,  and  J.  W.  Starkweather  was  licensed 
to  preach,  and  entered  Hamilton  theological  seminary. 

In  1841  the  church  secured  the  services  of  Rev.  Walter 
Covey.  This  was  the  second  pastorate.  The  gospel  was 
faithfully  preached,  the  members  were  diligent,  prayerful, 
and  united,  and  in  1842  a glorious  revival  followed. — 
twenty-two  were  added  by  baptism.  The  records  say,  “ God 
has  visited  us  in  great  mercy,  and  to  his  great  name  be  all 
the  glory.”  Elder  Covey’s  two  pastorates  covered  a period 
of  eighteen  years. 

In  1850  there  was  no  pastor,  but  prayer-meetings  were 
sustained.  Rev.  L.  E.  Spafford  preached  for  the  church  in 
1851.  This  was  a very  barren  time, — its  number  was  reduced 
to  fifty-two.  Rev.  E.  Spafford  succeeded  his  father  in 
July  of  1851,  and  continued  until  1856,  during  which 
time  the  church  enjoyed  the  presence  of  the  Saviour,  union 
and  prosperity.  The  church  was  very  much  strengthened 
during  Elder  Spafford's  ministry.  In  January,  1851,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  cousider  the  propriety  of  re- 
moving the  old  church  or  building  a new  one.  The  com- 
mittee finally  decided  not  to  remove  the  old  one,  but  to 
build  a new  one  in  the  village  of  East  Worcester.  In 
1855—56  the  present  church  edifice  was  built  at  a cost  of 
about  §30U0.  It  was  dedicated  March  5,  1856.  Rev.  N. 
Wright  preached  on  the  occasion  from  the  words,  “And 
they  set  the  ark  of  God  upon  a new  cart.”  2 Sam.  vi.  3. 

Rev.  F.  Jones  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  1856  to 
1851).  During  this  time  God  did  not  forget  his  people,  for 
by  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  word  sinners  were  brought 
to  a knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Revs.  R. 
Collins,  L.  E.  Spafford,  L.  J.  Lincoln,  and  F.  Jones  suc- 
ceeded each  other,  remaining  a year  each. 

In  1S63,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pixley  commenced  his  labors  as 
pastor,  and  remained  five  years.  During  this  time  the 
house  of  worship  was  painted,  papered,  etc.  The  church 
grew  strong  in  the  principles  of  Bible  truth,  and  was  estab- 
lished in  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  The 
resources  of  the  church  were  also  developed. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Bourn  was  next  pastor  for  about  two  years. 

In  1869  his  labors  were  greatly  blessed  by  a precious  re- 
vival on  West  Ilill,  and  many  valuable  additions  were  made 
to  the  church  at  this  time.  Rev.  J.  Jones  was  the  next 
pastor.  The  church  continued  to  prosper  during  his  ad- 
ministration. In  1873,  Levi  Rury  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel.  The  same  year  we  have  this  record  : “ We 
mourn  the  death  of  a former  pastor,  Rev.  C.  C.  Bourn, 
who  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  a member  of  our  church.” 
Brother  Bourn  was  a hard-working  servant  of  Christ.  He 
now  rests  from  his  labors. 

In  1874,  Rev.  W.  McNeil  became  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  remained  two  years.  God  crowned  his  efforts  with  i 


success,  and  souls  were  brought  to  Jesus  and  united  to  his 
people. 

Oct.  1,  1876,  Rev.  J.  Evans  received  a unanimous  invita- 
tion from  the  church  and  entered  upon  his  labors. 

This  church  is  the  oldest  in  the  Worcester  association, 
and  is  the  spiritual  mother  of  the  following  churches : 
Cross  Hill  (now  Richmondville  and  Fulton),  Summit, 
Westford,  Middlefield,  Richmondville,  Seward  Valley, 
Maryland,  and  the  Second  Baptist  church  of  Worcester. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 

was  organized  on  May  10,  1792,  by  Rev.  Uriah  Bigelow, 
with  the  following-named  members,  viz.,  Uriah  Bigelow, 
Joseph  Flint,  Benjamin  Taiutor,  Elijah  Houghton,  Simeon 
Chester,  and  Caleb  Boynton.  The  wives  of  some  of  the 
above  were  also  among  the  first  members.  The  first  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1S22,  religious  services  having  been 
previously  held  in  dwellings  and  school-houses.  In  1860 
the  church  was  rebuilt,  remodeled,  and  beautified,  at  an 
expense  of  81500.  Its  dimensions  are  40  by  60  feet.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  Isaac  Shelland,  John  Fer- 
guson, Hamilton  Waterman,  and  William  J.  Sloan,  deacons. 
The  church  is  prosperous,  has  a membership  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  and  is  under  the  care  of  Rev.  John  M. 
Chase,  the  first  regularly-installed  pastor. 

METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1836  by  the  Rev.  A.  E. 
Daniels,  who  officiated  as  the  first  pastor,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Martin  Marvin.  The  society  was  without  a 
church  edifice  until  1840,  when  a neat  and  substantial 
building  was  erected.  The  present  edifice  was  erected  in 
1871,  at  a cost  of  §3500.  The  church  is  now  in  a pros- 
perous condition. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CnURCH,  SOUTU  WORCESTER. 

This  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Lyon,  with 
twenty-six  members.  The  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
1868,  at  a cost  of  §2500. 

METHODIST  CHURCH,  EAST  WORCESTER. 

The  first  Methodist  society  in  East  Worcester  was  formed 
about  the  years  1823  or  1S24.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Champion, 
wife  of  John  Champion,  being  a firm  believer  in  the  doc- 
trines and  principles  advocated  by  the  Methodists,  and  no 
meetings  ever  yet  having  been  held  in  that  locality  bv  the 
Methodists,  she  feeling  the  necessity  of  some  church  organ- 
ization with  which  she  could  worship,  gave  notice  that  there 
would  be  a Methodist  meeting  at  the  school-house,  near  the 
Corners,  on  a certain  Sabbath  evening.  She  scut  word  to 
a local  preacher  named  Depew,  at  Elliott  Hill,  to  come  and 
preach  to  them.  The  time  arrived  ; no  preacher  came. 
1 he  house  was  well  tilled  with  eager  listeners  to  hear  a 
Methodist  preacher.  They  were  like  to  be  disappointed, 
when  Mrs.  Champion  arose,  and,  in  as  concise  a manner  as 
she  could,  explained  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  religion.  She  thus  talked  and  prayed  with 
them,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  asked  if  there  were 
any  others  who  were  were  willing  to  join  with  her  in 
I ho  ding  prayer-meetings,  etc.  8he  found  two  others,  who. 
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with  her,  agreed  to  hold  meetings,  and  they  thus  banded 
themselves  together  as  a class.  Another  meeting  was  ap- 
jMiinted,  at  which  Elder  Depew  attended,  and  preached  an 
old-fashioned  Methodist  sermon.  Other  meetings  were  held, 
and  preaching  was  done  alternately  by  Elder  Depew  and 
Jeremiah  Simmons.  A series  of  meetings  were  held,  and 
during  the  winter  of  1824,  and  before  the  winter  was  over, 
names  were  not  wanting.  A goodly  number  came  forward 
and  joined  the  class.  The  next  year  this  class  was  placed 
within  the  bounds  of  the  circuit,  and  ever  after  they  had 
circuit  preaching,  until  in  later  years  they  built  a fine 
church  edifice  in  which  meetings  are  yet  held. 

The  land  for  the  East  Worcester  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  located  on  the  road  to  South  Ilill,  in  rear  of  the 
brick  store,  was  donated  to  the  society  by  Leonard  Caryl, 
who  subscribed  liberally  toward  its  erection  ; and  to  Mr. 
Caryl,  and  Aaron  and  James  A.  Champion,  the  building  of 
the  church  edifice  is  chiefly  due.  It  was  erected  previous 
to  1839.  “ It  was  a heavy  tax,”  says  S.  B.  Champion,  “ on 
a few  persons,  and  when  the  committee  were  soliciting  con- 
tributions, they  called  on  John  Champion,  the  ‘ hotel 
preacher’  as  he  was  extensively  known,  for  aid.  He 
promised  to  pay  a certain  amount  if  they  would  grant  him 
the  privilege  of  preaching  the  first  sermon  in  it  after  its 
completion.  This  was  readily  agreed  to.  At  the  dedica- 
tion, when  the  preliminaries  had  taken  place  and  all  were 
ready  for  the  sermon  by  the  presiding  elder,  Uncle  John 
left  his  seat  and  started  for  the  pulpit.  All  eyes  were 
turned  on  the  old  gray-haired  veteran,  and  those  in  the 
pulpit  seemed  to  hesitate,  not  knowing  what  was  going  to 
occur.  Many  of  the  auditors  knew  what  was  coming. 
One  of  the  sons  attempted  to  persuade  him  to  relinquish 
his  plan,  as  it  might  disturb  the  proceedings.  He  pushed 
the  son  aside,  with  the  remark  that  he  knew  what  he  was 
about  to  do.  On  reaching  the  altar,  he  addressed  the 
ministers,  and  related,  in  a clear  voice,  the  contract  made, 
aud  said  that  he  was  ready  to  fulfill  the  last  of  the  bargain 
on  his  part.  The  ministers  stood  aside,  the  old  gentleman 
took  his  text,  and  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  addressed 
the  crowded  house  in  a manner  never  before  nor  since 
known.  It  almost  seemed  as  if  St.  John,  the  apostle,  was 
speaking  in  his  own  flesh  and  blood.  He  concluded  by 
trusting  that  those  who  were  to  occupy  the  sacred  desk 
would  preach  only  from  the  Holy  Bible  before  him,  with 
love  to  all,  laying  aside  all  bigotry,  superstition,  intolerance, 
or  fanaticism,  to  the  end  that  all  might  become  better,  and 
prepared  to  occupy  another  temple  not  made  with  hands. 
Also  thanked  all  concerned,  walked  back  to  his  scat,  and 
tlte  dedication  exercises  proceeded.”  The  church  edifice 
was  enlarged  in  18GG,  and  rededicated  by  Rev.  II.  Robin- 
sou,  assisted  by  Rev.  Win.  Bixley. 

ST.  JOSF.ril’s  CIIURCn  (catholic). 

This  church  was  organized  April  10,  1874,  and  the 
following  chosen  trustees:  James  McMullen,  Michael  C.  | 
Mooney,  and  Michael  Boyling.  The  church  edifice  was 
erected  in  1875,  at  a cost  of  $1900. 

The  first  pastor  w;is  Father  J.  J.  Brosnan,  who  is  the 
present  pastor. 


This  church  was  named  in  honor  of  Judge  Joseph  F. 
Daily,  of  New  York,  who  gave  it  $1000. 

TIIE  SECOND  BAPTIST  CnURCII  OF  WORCESTER 

was  organized  March  30,  1841,  with  the  following  mem- 
bers : D.  B.  Collins,  Catherine  Collins,  Isaac  Pierce, 
William  Cook,  William  Pierce,  John  Cook,  John  Cleve- 
land, Benj.  Starkweather,  Luther  Markham,  Otis  Bates, 
Smith  Lobdell,  Milton  Wright,  Oscar  B.  Osborn,  John  W. 
Starkweather,  Harriet  Storrs,  Elizabeth  .Markham,  Sarah 
Houghton,  Matilda  Pierce,  Louisa  Cook,  Electa  Stark- 
weather, Chancellor  Ingalls,  Moses  Bennett,  Quartus  Mark- 
ham, Sarah  Utter,  Lydia  Ingalls,  Esther  E.  Markham, 
Hannah  Wright,  L.  Wright,  Polly  Wright,  Caroline  Utter. 
Sally  Fuller,  Eliza  Lobdell,  Phebe  Clark.  Elizabeth  Holmes, 
Harriet  Butler,  Orilla  Guernsey,  Un’13  Ingalls,  Elizabeth 
Ingalls,  and  Saloma  Freeman.  The  first  pastor  was  D.  B. 
Collins,  the  first  deacons,  Isaac  Pierce,  William  Pierce, 
William  Cook,  and  the  first  clerk,  John  Cook.  The  first 
church  edifice  was  purchased  of  the  Methodist  society,  and 
erected  by  them  in  183S ; size  30  by  40  feet,  and  cost 
$800.  Previous  to  this  purchase  services  were  held  in  the 
“ Old  Academy  building”  at  Tuscalon,  a settlement  about 
one  mile  west  of  Worcester  village.  In  1S7G  this  old 
building  was  superseded  by  the  present  edifice,  which  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  about  $5000.  It  is  40  by  70  feet,  and 
has  a seating  capacity  of  400.  It  was  dedicated  by  J.  E. 
Chcsshire,  D.D.,  of  Montrose,  Pa. 

The  following  have  served  this  church  as  pastors  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  time,  viz. : D.  B.  Collins, 
eleven  years;  Jesse  Evans,  seven  years;  J.  B.  Pixley,  four 
years  ; Ingraham  Powers,  seven  years  ; H.  Brotherton.  four 
years;  and  T.  Simpkins,  three  years,  the  present  pastor. 
The  present  deacons  of  the  church  are  as  follows : Nath- 
aniel Storrs,  Francis  Goodrich,  Chester  Jacox,  and  Albert 
Wilson  ; John  D.  Wilcox,  clerk.  The  church  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  has  a membership  of  1G7. 

TIIE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH,  SOUTH  WORCESTER, 

was  organized  in  1S34,  by  J.  Selmsor.  The  church  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1834  ; size  45  by  50  feet. 

The  following  are  the  present  officers  : Peter  Hallcnbech, 
John  Wilber,  II  enry  Haueh,  and  O.  J.  Mam  bray. 

The  following  have  served  as  pastors  of  the  church  : 
J.  Selmsor,  two  years ; N.  Van  Alstine,  two  years ; T. 
Plato,  four  years  ; C.  Ocliampaugh,  one  year ; L.  Wheelock, 
two  years;  B.  Diefendorf,  fifteen  years;  Mr.  Bruce,  present 
pastor,  has  served  the  church  fourteen  years. 

MILITARY  RECORD. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  those  who  en- 
listed from  this  town  during  the  late  Rebellion, as  compil'd 
by  Charles  Wright,  in  1SG5: 

Orange  Wright,  ml.  in  Co.  T,  51  «t  Ilegt.,  Oof.  1,  W*l  : pro.  to  ]*t  I i ■ :i J : in  • 
following  hattb-.*  : llantinko  Island,  Xewltern,  2d  Hull  Run,  > td  .M  - 
ain,  Antictam,  Fr»diTickshurg,  Vick'burg,  and  Jiukron  ; din.  An*.  \ \ l" 
re-cnl.  Aug.  20, 1804. 

Clinrlcs  WiNev,  cnl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Kogf.,  July  20,  1SG2;  in  buttles  of  1 't  an  l 
2*1  Frederick*! 'iirg,  and  Salem  Heights;  w.mnded  ; di*.  M iy  •!.  !*•  C 
Aug.  1,  IS,', 4. 

Letter  Waterman,  ml.  in  Co.  I,  'l*t  lt<  gt.,  Oct.  1,  1801 ; in  battle#  "f  It*  • 

Inland,  New  hern,  2d  Hull  Run,  South  .Mountain,  and  Autielam  , di*  ia 
lbG3. 
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D.  Batos,  enl.  in  C<>.  I,  12 1st  Aug.  15,  1902;  in  battles  of  Crampton  Pas*, 

Fredericksburg,  Salem  Chapel,  Rappahannock  Station,  Fort  Fisher,  Wil- 
derness, and  Gettysburg;  wounded;  brevet  brigadier-general ; did.  with 
regt. 

Albert  Westgarnor,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  1st  M.  R.,  In  Feb.  1901. 

John  D.  Waterman,  enl.  in  the  navy  in  1864;  nerved  on  the  flag-ship  “Malvern”  ; 
in  battle  of  Fort  Fisher;  din.  in  June,  18(15. 

William  II.  Leonard,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Itegt.,  Oct.  1, 1901  ; surgeon;  in  battles 
of  Roanoke  Island,  2d  Bull  Run,  ('hancellorsville,  Kelly’s  Ford,  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Vicksburg, 
and  Jackson  ; dis.  July  14,  1803. 

Adalbert  Jancox,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121  nt  Regt.,  Aug.  16,  1802;  in  battles  of  Salem 
Heights,  Rappahannock  Station,  Wilderness,  Winchester,  Strutts  burg,  and 
In  front  of  Petersburg;  dis.  July  0,  1805. 

Lorenzo  Hill,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  1st  M.  R.,  Aug.  1,  1803. 

George  Hill,  enl.  in  the  40th  Regt.,  Aug.  27,  1804;  in  battle  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg; dis.  June  30, 18G5. 

Wm.  II.  Casper,  enl.  in  the  8th  Ind.  Bat.,  Aug.  28, 1804;  dis.  June  30,  1805. 

George  Cane,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51-«t  Regt.,  Oct.  1, 1801  ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island 
and  Newbern;  wounded;  dis.  and  re-enlisted. 

Edgar  11.  Vooras,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  I52d  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  1802  ; dis.  July  13, 1805. 

Wm  J.  Bruce,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121-t  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1802 , in  buttles  of  1st  and  2d 
Fredericksburg,  Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Ran,  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  and  South  Mountain  ; dis.  June  25,  1805. 

Orlando  G.  Bruce,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1SGI ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Nowl>ern,  2d  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  and  South  Mountain;  wounded  ; 
dis.  Jan.  1803. 

Harmon  R.  Bruce,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  1802 ; in  battles  of  1st  and 
2d  Fredericksburg;  wounded. 

Charles  Maguyre,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  152d  Regt.,  Aug.  28,  1862;  in  battles  of  tho 
Wilderness,  Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Deep  Bottom,  Chapin’s  Farm,  Mine 
Run,  and  Five  Forks;  dis.  in  July,  1805. 

John  0.  Jaycox,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 152d  Regt.,  in  July,  1802;  in  battles  of  Spottsyl- 
vania.  Wilderness,  and  Salem  Chapel;  wounded  ; dis.  July  1,  1805. 

John  P.  Wilsey,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1802;  in  buttles  of  Salem 
Chapel ; wounded  ; dis.  July  ,3,  180.5. 

Iliram  S.  Mereness,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  24,  1862;  dis.  July  0,  1805. 

Ransom  T.  Denoyells,  enl.  in  the  5th  L.  Art , Aug.  3,  1S04;  dis.  July  G,  186-5. 

John  Taltor,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  5ist  Itegt.,  in  Oct.  1961  ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island, 
Newbern,  Fredericksburg,  2d  Bull  Run,  Chaptilly,  and  Antietam;  dis.  and 
re-enlisted  ; taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Salisbury  prison;  died  in  1805. 

Guilford  Boom,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 51st  Regt.,  in  Oct.  1901 ; died  in  Jan.  1862. 

9 Moses  H.  Caryl,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  July  30,  1862;  in  battles  of  1st  and  2d 
Fredericksburg,  Salem  Heights,  and  Gettysburg;  dis.  July  6,  18G5. 

T.  D.  Y oungs,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  7,  1862;  in  battles  of  Rappahan- 
nock Station  and  Wilderness;  taken  prisoner;  dis.  June  22, 1865. 

Samuel  D.  Powers,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Itegt.,  Aug.  20,  1862;  in  battles  of  2d 
Fredericksburg  and  2d  Bull  Run. 

Eli  H.  Powers,  enl.  in  Co.  1, 121st  Regt.,  Aug.  20,  1862;  in  battles  of  1st  and  2d 
Fredericksburg;  killed  at  Fredericksburg,  April  10,1864. 

Nelson  R.  Scripture,  enl.  in  Co.  G,  134th  Regt.,  Aug.  14,  1S62;  killed  at  Gettys- 
burg. 

M.  Rockefellar,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  11,  1802 ; killed  at  Gettysburg. 

Palmer  Diefendorph,  enl.  in  3d  Cav,,  Aug.  14, 180r4  ; dis.  in  June,  1865. 

John  H.  Groat,  enl.  in  tho  3d  Regt.,  Sept.  16,  18G3;  in  battle  of  Cold  Harbor; 
dis.  June  9,  1865. 

Jerome  M.  E«m:*y,  enl.  in  tho  Gist  Regt.  in  Sept.  1861;  in  battle  of  Fair  Oaks, 
wounded  and  died. 

Charles  0.  Waterman,  enl.  in  the  5th  N.  Y.  Iud.  Battery,  Aug.  8,1864 ; dis.  July 
15,  1865. 


William  Tenbreock,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.  Aug.  27,  1804  ; dis.  in  June,  1905. 

A.  Hallock,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.  Aug.  27,  1864  ; dis  June  1,  1905. 

David  It.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Rfgt.,  Oct.  29,  1861;  in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Newbern,  second  Bull  Run,  Centreville,  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  first  and  second  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  and  Gum  Town;  did. 
June  20,  1805. 

Sylvester  Wilsey,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  29,  1861 ; in  battles  of  Roauoke 
Island  ami  Newbern;  dis.  Sept.  15,  1802. 

James  M.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51«t  Regt.,  Aug.  1,  18G1 ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island  and  Newbern  ; deserted. 

Morton  D.  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1801 ; In  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island  and  Newbern  ; deserted,  and  subs  *quentiy  re-enlisted  ; dis.  in  Oct. 
1865. 

E.  Cane,  enl.  in  the  61st  Regt.  July  15,  1864;  in  battles  of  Green  Station, 
Hatcher’s  Run,  Petersburg;  wounded;  dis.  in- June,  1865. 

Simeon  Welch,  enl  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Noy.  1,  1861;  di.s.  Jan.  12,  1803. 

Sylvester  Lapo,  enl.  in  7 tli  II.  Art.  March  5,  1862;  in  Seven  Days’  battle;  dis. 
Aug.  1865. 

William  P.  Griggs,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1862 ; killed  at  Hatcher’s 
Run. 

Isaac  Atkins^enl.  in  the  navy,  served  on  the  flag-ship  “ Malvern,”  Aug.  1S64; 
dis.  in  June,  1865. 

William  S.  Quale,  enl.  in  Co.  D,  152d  Regt.,  Sept.  25, 1862 ; dis.  July  3,  1865. 

M.  Poland,  enl.  in  Co.  F,  5th  Regt.,  Dec.  10,  1801 ; dis.  Jail.  3, 1805. 

Alfred  Groll,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  91st  Regt.,  Jan.  1,  18*54;  dis.  July  3,  1865. 

Alford  Foland,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  7Gth  Kcgt.,  Jan.  6,  1862;  dis.  Jan.  5, 18G4 ; re-eul. 
as  a veteran  ; dis.  in  1865. 

Morion  Miller,  enl.  in  5th  N.  Y.  L.  Art.,  Aug.  3,  1864;  dis.  July  8,  1865. 

Jeremiah  Smith,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1861;  re-enl.  Dec.  1,  1863  ; 
dis.  July  25,  1805. 

William  Van  Patten,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  31st  Regt.,  Dec.  1,  1861;  dis.  June  4,  1S63. 

Nelson  Clark,  enl.  in  the  144th  Regt.  Aug.  1,  1864 ; dis.  June,  1865. 

Jerry  Goodrich,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  12 1st  Regt.,  July  28,  1862  ; dis.  Dec.  27,  1802. 

Chas.  P.  Childs,  enl.  in  Co.  1,51st  Regt.,  Sept.  28,  1861  ; in  battles  of  Roanoke 
Island,  Newbern,  second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  and  An- 
tietam ; dis.  Jan.  22,  1863. 

Hamilton  Hitler,  enl.  in  Co.  C,  90th  Regt.,  Sept.  12, 1864;  dis.  June  3,  1865. 

John  R.  Griggs,  enl.  in  Co.  H,  76th  Regt.,  Oct.  24,  1861 ; dis.  July  19,  1865. 

Humphrey  Beerner,  enl.  in  Co.  II,  8th  Ind.  Battery,  Aug.  28, 1864;  dis.  July  19, 
1865. 

George  Persons,  enl.  in  Co.  T,  121st  Regt.,  Aug.  9, 1861 ; in  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville;  wounded  and  taken  prisoner;  dis.  in  Oct.  1863. 

E.  M.  Persons,  enl.  in  Co.  K,  15'2d  Regt.,  in  Sept.  1861;  died  in  Jan.  1863. 

H.  H.  Butler,  enl.  in  the  navy,  Aug.  20,  1S64 ; served  on  the  flag-ship  u M;vl- 
vern”  ; dis.  June  12,  1865. 

Silas  Waterman,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  121st  Regt.;  in  battles  of  South  Mountaia  and 
Fredericksburg;  killed  on  picket  during  Grant’s  last  campaign. 

Michael  Keife,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Newbern, 
second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain;  killed  in  charge  at  Antie- 
tam,  Sept.  17,  1863. 

Alfred  Ferris,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Newbern, 
second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  and  Fredericks- 
burg. 

John  Wheiton,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island  and  New- 
bern ; died  at  Falmouth  Station. 

James  Lester,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt. ; in  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Newbern, 
second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  and  South  Mountain. 

Charles  H.  Herrington,  enl.  in  Co.  I,  51st  Regt.,  Oct.  1,  1SC1 ; in  battle  of 
Roanoke  Island;  wounded;  dis.  in  1862;  re-eul.  in  Aug.  1864;  dis.  in 
1865. 


ERRATA. 


t — 

On  page  G4,  second  line  from  top  of  first  column, 
“James  J.  Hendry”  should  read  u James  I.  Ilaidryx." 

On  page  G8,  second  line  from  bottom  of  first  column, 
should  read  “ Boolcs  and  May  resigned,  also  quartermaster 
Story;”  etc.  In  the  second  column,  twenty-ninth  line  from 
top,  fur  “ jp.M.”  read  “ A.M.” 

On  page  72,  the  last  two  lines  of  first  column  should 
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read,  “ Col.  Upton  "was  for  a time  in  command  of  the 
brigade,  which  left  Major  Mather  in  charge  oP-  the  regi- 
ment.” 

On  page  81,  second  column,  twenty-second  line  from 
bottom,  for  “ Gen.  Wharton”  read  Gen.  Wheaton. 

Page  178,  first  column,  twenty-ninth  lino  from  top, 
should  read  “where  they  continued  their  business.” 
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NAMES  OF  CITIZENS 

WHO  ASSISTED  AND  CONTRIBUTED  TOWARDS  THE  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  OTSEGO  COUNTY; 

WITH  PERSONAL  STATISTICS. 


BURLINGTON. 

Bates,  D.  A.,  Merchant,  General  Store,  ami  Fanner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S36,  p.  o. 
add.  Went  Burlington. 

Burdick,  Charles,  Farmer,  Dealer  in  Real  Estate,  Dairy,  ami  Stock  Raiser,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o.  add.  Burlington  Flats. 

Cornell,  Peleg,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o. 
add.  West  Burlington. 

Ferguson,  Joseph,  Proprietor  of  Burlington  Flats  Hotel,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1831, 
p.  o.  add.  Burlington  Flats. 

Fay,  Russell,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o. 
mid.  Burlington. 

Fitch,  Joseph,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1812,  p.  o. 
add.  Burlington  Flats. 

Finnan,  C.  S.,  Farmer,  Notary  Public,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
183G,p.  o.  add.  Burlington  Flats. 

Gorham,  George  S.,  Lawyer,  b.  Danbury,  Conn.,  s.  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Burlington. 

Gorham,  George  B.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1852,  p.  o.  add. 
Burlington. 

Gardner,  Edward,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1807, 
p.  o.  add.  West  Burlington. 

Gardner,  Col.  David,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1802,  p.  o.  add.  West  Burlington. 

Gardner,  Orange,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1831, 
p.  o.  add.  Garmttsville. 

Hills,  E.  P.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Madison  Co.,  s.  I860,  p.  o.  add.  Burling- 
ton Flats. 

Hold  red  go,  Artemos,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  mid.  West  Burlington. 

Johnson,  L.  D.,  Farmer  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o. 
add.  Burlington  Flats. 

Marcy,  N.  A.,  Produce  Dealer  and  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  r.  add.  Bur- 
lington Flats. 

Matteson,  A.  Alonzo,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Kent  Co.,  R.  I., 
8.  1830,  p.  o.  add.  West  Burlington. 

Mather,  Andrew  A.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1812, 
p.  o.  add.  Carrot  twill  e. 

Mather,  Elias  C.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1810, 
p.  o.  add.  Garmttsville. 

Mather,  Chas.  C..  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Kaiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1815, 
p.  o.  ad-1.  Burlington. 

Parker,  David  G.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822, 
p.  o.  add.  West  Burlington. 

Pratt,  Henry.  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1807,  p.  o. 
add.  Burlington. 

Reed,  Calvin,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1818,  p.  o.  add.  Garratta- 
ville. 

Ritter,  Daniel  B.,  Farmer  ami  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p.  o.  add.  Bur- 
lington. 

Ritter,  George  C.,  Farmer  an«l  Dairyman,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1838,  p.  o.  odd.  Burlington. 

Sill,  Abel,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1825,  p.  o.  add.  Burlington. 

Sill,  Elisha  P.,  Farmer  and  Teacher,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1*55,  p.o.add.  Burlington. 

Walworth,  Ben.  S.,  Farmor  ami  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  Bur- 
lington. 

Wood,  Adiin,  Notary  Public  and  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Bur- 
lington. 

Welch,  Albert  (retired),  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  8.  1840,  p.  o.  add.  Garmttsville. 


BUTTERNUTS. 

Beale,  W.  F.,  Gilbertsville,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  England,  o.  1842,  p.  o.  add.  Gil-  | 
bertsville. 

Bryant,  I,.  M.t  Oilltertsville,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  n.  1831,  p.o.add. 

( «ilbert«  ville. 

B'  dieat,  Walter,  GHbertsville  (re  tired),  b.  Virginia,  s.  1813,  p.  o.  add.  Gilberts- 
ville. 


Bushnell,  II.  C.,  Sash,  Doors,  Blinds,  and  Saw  Mill,  b.  New  York,  s.  181G,  p o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Bishop,  Francis,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  England,  s.  1830,  p.  o.  add.  GilberU- 
ville. 

Beardsley,  E.,  District  10,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1812,  p.  o. 
add.  Butternuts. 

Comstock.  J.,  Gilbertsville,  Farming,  b.  Connecticut,  s.  1814,  p.  o.  add.  Gilbcrts- 
ville. 

Cornell,  Mrs.  E.  B.,  Gilbertsville,  Resides  on  Farm,  b.  New  York,  a.  1871,  p.  o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Cornell,  E.  B.,  Gilbertsville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S32,  p.  o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Cox,  Mrs.  Y.,  Gilbertsville,  Resides  on  Farm,  b.  New  York,  s.  1800,  p.  o.  add. 
Gilbertsville. 

Carr,  S.  R.,  District  11,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  8.  1832,  j».  o.  add. 
Gilbertsville. 

Church,  I.  L.,  District  4,  Farm,  and  Wagon  Maker,  b.  New  York,  a.  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  Butternut*. 

Church,  E.,  District  4,  Farmer  and  Carpenter,  b.  Connecticut,  s.  1807,  p.  o.  add. 
Butternuts. 

Church,  L.  B.,  District  10,  b.  New  York,  8.  1832,  died  April  9,  1868. 

Deitz,  W.  M.,  Publisher  of  Otsego  Journal , b.  New  York,  s.  1875,  p.  o.  add.  Gil- 
bertsville. 

Donaldson,  C.,  District  10,  Farm,  Dairy,  Teacher,  b.  New  York,  s.  1817,  p.  o. 
add.  Butternuts. 

Gilbert,  G.  Y.  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co  , p.  o.  add.  Gilbertsville. 

Gilbert,  John  H.,  Gilbertsville,  Retired  Merchant,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S17.  p.  o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Gilbert,  J.  L.,  Gilbertsville,  Retired  Merchant,  b.  New  York,  s.  1822,  p.  o.  add. 
Gilbertsville. 

Gilbert,  S.  C.,  Gilbertsville,  Retired  Merchant,  b.  New  York,  8.  1807,  p.  o.  add. 
Gilbertsville. 

Gadsby,  John,  Gilbertsville,  b.  England,  s.  1S31,  died  Feb.  25,  1873. 

Greene,  E.  R.,  Joint  Distric  t 2,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1^44, 
p.  o.  add.  White’s  Store. 

Greene,  George  T.,  Joint  District  2,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  a. 
185C,  p.  o.  add.  White’s  Store. 

Greene,  A.,  Joint  District  2,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1852,  p.  o. 
add.  White’s  Store. 

Hurlbutt,  D.,  Joint  District  8,  Farm  and  Dairy,  h.  New  York,  s.  1839,  p.  o.  add. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Hakes,  E.,  Joint  District  2,  Farming  and  Dairy,  b.  Connecticut,  s.  1842.  p.  o. 
add.  Butternuts. 

lies  lop,  John,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  England,  9.  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Gilb^rts- 
ville. 

llammon,  E.  W.,  Joint  District  11,  Farmer  and  Carpenter,  b.  New  York,  « 
1839,  p.  o.  add.  South  New  Berlin. 

Hurlbutt,  J.,  Joint  District  14,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  Connecticut,  s.  p.  o. 

add.  Butternuts. 

Jackson,  Thomas.  District  1,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  England,  s.  1>29,  p «». 
add.  Butternuts. 

Jenks,  H.,  District  9,  Farm,  Stock  Dealer,  b.  New  York,  s.  1837,  p.  o.  ad  !.  But- 
ternuts. 

K»  llogg,  N.,  Gilbertsville,  b.  New  York,  s.  1824,  p.  o.  add.  Gilbertsville. 

Kinne,  J.,  District  9,  Farmer  and  Cooper,  b.  New  York,  s.  1799,  p.  o.  add 
Butternuts. 

Lillie,  G.  W.,  Gilbertsville,  Retired  Merchant,  b.  New  York,  «.  1825,  p.  o.  ad  1 
Gilbertsville. 

Miller,  E.  M.,  Distrii  t 5,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b New  York,  s.  1810,  p o.  a l l 
ternuts. 

51  ay  a e,  J.,  Gilbertsville,  Iron  Foundry,  b.  New  York,  s.  l8i0,  p.  o.  ad  ! But:  *- 
nuts. 

Musson,  B.  B.,  Gilbertsville,  Farm,  Dairy, end  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1M1. 1 ■ ° 
add.  Butternuts. 

Musson,  L.  A.,  District  l,  Farm,  Dairy,  Teacher,  b.  New  York,  s.  I*  17,  p.  - add. 
Butternuts. 

Mussou.  V.  U.,  District  13,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  h.  p 
add.  South  New  Berlin. 
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Manih,  B.  S.,  District  12,  b.  N **w  York,  «.  1800,  died  Doc.  22,  1873. 

Millard,  II.  K.,  District  13,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1837,  p.  o. 
add.  Butternut*. 

Millard,  John  It.,  Di-trict  13,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1817, 
p.  o.  add.  Butternuts. 

Myrick,  A.,  District  3,  Farmer  and  Carpenter,  b.  New  York,  a.  1810,  p.  o. 
add.  Buttemuta. 

Nearing,  S.,  District  7,  Faria  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  a.  1804,  p.  o.  add.  Gil- 
bertsville. 

Polly,  J.  N.,  Farmer  and  Maaon,  b.  Massachusetts,  a.  1810,  p.  o.  add.  Butter- 
nut*. 

Peabody,  W.  P.,  District  3,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  Connecticut,  a.  1847,  p.  o.  add. 
Butternut*. 

Prentice,  C.  M.,  District  13,  b.  New  York,  *.  1852,  p.  o.  add.  Mount  Upton. 

Root,  C.  P.,  District  10,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1832,  p.  u.  add.  Gil- 
bertsville. 

Rawlings,  II.  J.,  District  11,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  England,  s.  1834,  p.  o. 
add.  South  New  Berlin. 

Reynolds,  II.  A.,  District  0,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1857,  p.  o.  add. 
Mount  Upton. 

Rockwell,  J.  M.,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Fruit-grower,  b.  New  York,  8.  1820,  p.  o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Slade,  H.  R.,  Gilbertsville,  Sash,  Doors,  und  Blinds,  b.  New  York,  a.  1832,  p.  o. 
add.  Gilbertsville. 

Stoddard,  G.  Z.,  Gilbertsville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  Massachusetts,  s.  1834, 
p o.  odd.  Butternuts. 

Smith,  T.  H.,  Farm,  and  Cheese-maker,  b.  England,  s.  1855,  p.  o.  add.  Butter- 
nuts. 

Taylor,  O.  E.,  Gilbertsville,  Cabinet-  and  Furniturc-inaker,  b.  Connecticut,  8. 
1856,  p.  o.  add.  Gilbertsville. 

Thomas,  A.  A.,  District  3,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  8.  1858,  p.  o.  add. 
Mount  Upt«»n. 

Toles,  M.  W.,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  a.  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Butternuts. 

Toles,  II.  P.,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Butternuts. 

Van  Name,  J.,  District  7,  Farmer  and  Machinist,  b.  New  York,  s.  1818,  p.  o. 
add.  Otego. 

Winans,  F.  N.,  Gilbertsville,  Tliysician  and  Surgeon,  b.  New  York,  s.  1875,  p.  o. 
odd.  Gilbertsville. 

Wood,  W.  L.,  District  11,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  8.  1844,  p.  o. 
add.  Butternuts. 

Wood,  A.,  District  10,  b.  New  York,  s.  18*23,  died  1805. 

Wood,  L.,  District  5,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  18*20,  p.  o.  add.  South  New 
Berlin. 

Weston,  W.  T.,  District  11,  Farming  and  Cabiuet-inuker,  b.  New  York,  8. 
1853,  p.  o.  add.  South  New  Berlin. 


CHERRY  VALLEY. 

Clark,  George,  Groceries,  Provisions,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.  add. 
Cherry  Valley. 

Funnin,  Walter,  Dry  Goods,  Carpets,  Paper  Hangings,  etc.,  b.  Montgomery  Co., 
8.  1871,  p.  o.  add.  Cherry  Valley. 

Ludlam,  Samuel,  Undertaker  and  Furniture,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1837,  p.  o.  add. 
Cherry  Valley. 

McLean,  Charles,  Publisher  Cherry  Valley  Gazette  1834  to  1847,  County  Clerk 
1847  to  1840,  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1840,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  s.  1 S 18,  p.  o. 
add.  Cherry  Valley. 

Merritt,  George,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  President  of  Village  of  Cherry  Valley 
since  1800,  Supervisor  lMii,  re-elected  1875,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  18*20,  p.  o. 
add.  Cherry  Valley. 

Sawyer,  J.  L.,  Publisher  Cherry  Valley  Gazelle,  b.  Compton  Co.,  Prov.  Quebec, 
8.  1803,  p.  o.  add.  Cherry  Valley. 

Walrath,  Eph.,  Groceries,  Provisions,  Paints,  Oils,  etc.,  b.  Montgomery  Co.,  8. 
1864,  p.  o.  add.  Cherry  Valley. 


DECATUR. 

Bowen,  N.  W.,  Firmer.  Hop-grower,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1834,  p.  o.  add.  Decatur. 

Boom,  Isiac,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1802,  p.  o.  add.  Decatur. 

Butler,  Albert,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Ilop-growcr,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  18*27,  p.  o. 
add.  Decatur. 

Cipperly,  David,  Farmer,  Tow  n Clerk,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1S42,  p.  n.  add.  I'“t  ;it  ir. 

Davis,  C'belsea,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1811.  p.  o.  add.  Decatur. 

Davis,  L.  D.,  Carriage  Manufacturer  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b Otsego  Co.  in 
1810,  p.  o.  mid.  Decatur 

Fern,  John,  Farmer,  Dairyinun,  Hop-grower,  and  President  of  Schenevus  Agri- 
cultural S.'ei'  ty.  b.  Ot-  g*>  < '»>.  in  183  5,  p.  o.  add.  Wurcrst*  r 

Pearson,  S.  F . Prop,  n-tor  Hu  l Decatur,  b.  Mu**.,  s.  1822,  p.  o.  add.  Decatur. 

Shellar»d,J.  E.,  Farmer,  Dairyn.au,  and  Supervisor,  li.  Otsego  Co.  in  1>J6,  p.  o. 
add.  Decatur. 

SheUrtiul,  Elisha,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Montgomery  Co.  in  l 'll,  p.  o.  add.  Decatur. 


EDMESTON. 

Barrett,  John,  Fanner  and  Manufacturer,  b.  Bnurkett’s  Bridge,  Jan.  9, 1803,  p.o. 
add.  Edmeston. 

Burdick,  Henry  F.,  Farmer,  b.  Brook  held,  Oct.  10, 1829,  p.o.  add.  South  Edmeeton. 
Cahoon,  Ebeuezer,  Farmer,  b.  Ed  men  ton,  July  9, I8il5,  p.o.  add.  Burlington  Flats. 
Chase,  Horace,  Farmer,  b.  Eduieston,  Dec.  2*2,  1834,  p.  o.  add.  hdmeston. 
Crandall,  Henry  D.,  Farmer,  b.  Brooktield,  April  17, 180U, p.o. add.  W . Edmeston. 
Dennison,  Dorr,  Fanner,  b.  Edmeston,  Jan.  4,  1852,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Dennison,  Henry  W.,  Farmer,  b.  Edmeston,  March  21,  1853,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Dutton,  Julia  Ann,  Farmer,  b.  Edmeston,  Aug.  *24,  1825,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Dutton,  Joseph  H.,  Farmer,  b.  Edmeston,  Dec.  27,  1847,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Dutton,  Alvin,  Farmer,  b.  Plainfield,  March  21,  1824.  p.  o.  add.  South  Edmeston. 
Dresser,  Franklin  E.,  Farmer,  b.  Brookfield,  June  19, 1827,  p.o.  add.W . Edmeston. 
Edmonds,  George  T.,  Farmer,  b.  Dover,  Sept.  27,  1841,  p.  o.  add.  S.  Edmeston. 
Hawkins,  Ambler,  Butter  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Edmeston,  June  2, 1840, 
p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 

Huntington,  F.  C.,  Farmer,  b.  Brookfield,  Dec.  22,  1832,  p.o.  add.  W.  Edmeston. 
Hoxio,  Samuel  11  , h.  Brookfield,  April  17,  18-32,  p.  o.  add.  South  Edmeston. 

Hi  tickling,  Thu*.,  Farmer,  b.  Derbyshire,  Eng.,  May  12, 18*27,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Langworthy,  Holburn,  b.  Edmeston,  April  17,  1839,  p.  o.  add.  West  Edmeston. 
Max8on,  Daniel  S.,  Farmer  and  Manufacturer,  b.  Edmeston,  Aug.  21,  1820,  p.  o. 
add.  West  Edmeston. 

Pope,  Arthur  A.,  Counselor  and  Attorney-at-Law,  b.  Edmeston,  May  9,  1851, 
p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 

St.  John,  David  B.,  Farmer  and  Surveyor,  b.  Providence,  Jan.  9,  1808,  p.  o. 
add.  Edmeston. 

Schermerhorn,  Smith,  Farmer,  b.  Washington,  June  12,  1814,  p.  o.  add.  South 
Edmeston. 

Swaj*er,  James,  Fanner,  b.  Schoharie,  Nov.  20,  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Simmons,  H.  31.,  Farmer,  b.  Edmeston,  March  13,  18.37,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 
Worden,  Arthur  W.,  Furniture  and  Undertaking,  b.  Utica,  Jan.  20,  1854,  p.  o. 
add.  Edmeston. 

Wheeler,  Edwin  II.,  Farmer,  b.  Edmeston,  Jan.  19,  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Edmeston. 


EXETER. 

Baker,  H.  J.,  Cheese  Manufacturer  and  Farmer,  b.  England,  s.  1SG5,  p.  o.  add. 
Schuyler’s  Lake. 

Bullion,  Geo.  I).,  Hotel  and  Stage  Proprietor,  p.  o.  add.  Schuyler’s  Lake. 
Chappell,  C.  W.,  Physician  and  Farmer,  b.  Chenango  Co.,  s.  1833,  p.  ©.  add. 
Exeter  Centre. 

Clark,  Joshua,  Farmer  and  Dairy,  b.  Butternuts,  8.  1812,  p.  o.  add.  Exeter 
Centre. 

Durfy,  Judson,  Cabinet-maker,  Undertaker,  and  Town  Clerk,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1833,  p.  o.  add.  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

Henry,  Lowell  S.,  Attorney-at-Law  and  Notary  Public,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1847, 
p.  o.  add.  Schuyler's  Lake. 

Hurelle,  Wm.  L.,  Physician,  Farmer,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Utica,  s.  1832,  p.  o.  add. 
Schuyler’s  Lake. 

Hurelle,  3Irs.  Wm.  L.,  Physician,  b.  Exeter  in  1826,  p.  o.  add.  Schuyler's  Lake. 
Huntley,  G.  T.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Exeter  in  1845,  p.  o.  add. 
West  Exeter. 

Lidell,  Burton  W.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1836, 
p.  o.  add.  Schuyler's  Lake. 

Patrick,  David  W.,  M.D.,  Physician,  Surgeon,  and  Farmer,  b.  Columbia  Co.,  s. 
1820,  p.  o.  add.  Schuyler’s  Lake. 

Purchase,  H.  C.,  Farmer  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Richfield,  s.  18-14,  p.  o. 
add.  Exeter  Centre. 

Rider,  J.  J.,  Farmer  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Exeter  in  1640,  p.  o.  add. 
Schuyler’s  Lake. 

Taylor,  M.  H.,  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S17,  p.  o.  add. 
Schuyler’s  Lake. 


HARTWICK. 

Burditt,  W.  D.,  Farmer,  Dairy,  und  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1848,  p.  o.  add. 

.Hurt wick  Seminary. 

Branch,  Wm.  H.,  Merchant  Tailor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827, 
p.  o.  add.  Hnrtwick. 

Burke,  Gilbert,  Butcher  and  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1848,  p.  o.  add.  Toddsville. 

Ball,  Henry  K.,  General  Merchandise,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1852,  p.o.add.  Hamrick. 

Brownell,  Samuel.  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  18o4, 
p.  o.  add.  Milford. 

Bowdish,  J.  L.,  Carpenter  and  Joiner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1 855,  p.  o.  add.  Ilartwick. 

Chase,  Mr*.  Horace,  Farmer  and  Dairy,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1817,  p.  o.  avid.  Hard- 
wick. 

Clinton,  Mr-*  C.  B.,  3Ianuf  irturer  of  Cotton-print  Cloths,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827, 
p.  o.  add.  Milford. 

Curry,  J«d»n,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  England, a.  1*41,  p.  o.  add. 
Hurtwick. 

Camp,  Jus.  C.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  Hop-grower,  ami  Justice  ot  the  Peace,  b 
Otsego  Co.  in  1*36,  p.  o.  add.  Toddsville. 

J Clark,  Charles  D.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  liop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  m 1852, 
p.  o.  add.  Hurtwick. 
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Davison,  Wm.  C.,  Farmer  ami  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1826,  p.  o.  add. 
llartwick  Seminary. 

Eld  red,  John  M.,  Dry  Goods  and  General  Store,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1801,  p.  o.  add. 
llartwick. 

Field,  Elisha,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1790,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Field,  Jos.  L.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

llartcr,  Geo.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1877,  p.  o.  add. 
llartwick. 

Hinds,  John,  Funner,  Dairy  man,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o. 
add.  Coopendown. 

Jarvis,  Fred.  T.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o.  add.  Hart- 
wick  Seminary. 

Luce,  Rufus  I*.,  Merchant,  Super*  isor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1826,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Luce,  Mrs.  D.  S.  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Lattin,  Geo.  O.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1844, 
p.  o.  add.  Milford. 

Luther,  Marcus,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1835, 
p.  o.  odd.  Milford. 

Maples,  Cassius,  Merchant  Miller,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1850,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Maples,  Harvey,  Farmer  and  Dairy  man,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1807,  p.  o.  add  llart- 
wick. 

Marsh,  II.  K.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1809,  p.  o. 
add.  Hurtwick. 

Matter-son,  Amos,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1835, 
p.  o.  add.  South  llartwick. 

Pitcher,  James,  Principal  Hurtwick  Seminary,  b.  Albany,  s.  1SG4,  p.  o.  add. 
llartwick  Seminary. 

Potter,  Irving,  Butcher  and  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1811,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Parr,  Wm.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  Hartwirk. 

Perry,  Mark  A.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Yates  Co.,  8. 1820,  p.  o. 
add.  Milford. 

Robinson,  L.  H , Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  llart- 
wick. 

Robinson,  Frank  II.,  Merchant,  and  General  Store,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1847,  p.  o. 
add.  llartwick. 

Rounds,  Giles  W.,  Farmer  and  Dealer  in  Eggs,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s.  1S44,  p.  o. 
add.  Mount  Vision. 

Rounds,  John,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o. 
add.  Mount  Vision. 

Smith,  P.  S.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  a.  1848,  p.  o.  add.  llartwick. 

Short,  Cyrus,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  llartwick  Seminary. 

Sheldou,  Lyman,  Prop.  Saw-mill,  and  Mechanic,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.  add. 
South  llartwick. 

Winsor,  Hosoa,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.add.  Hartwick. 

Wells,  Edwin  A.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o.  add. 
Hartwick. 

Williams,  P.  G.,  Prop.  Foundry,  and  Manufacturer  of  Agricultural  Implements, 
b.  Oneida  Co.,  s-.  1 848,  p.  o.  add.  Hartwick. 

Ward,  Erastus,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  Hartwick. 

Ward,  Daniel,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Connecticut,  8. 1794,  p.  o.add.  Hartwick. 

Wright,  Isaiah  !>.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o.  add. 
Hartwick. 


LAURENS. 

Carr,  A.,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  Now  York,  8.  1813,  p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 
Field*,  W.  C.,  Retired  Merchant,  s.  1812,  p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 

Fisher,  E.  S.,  Carriage  Manufacturer,  b.  New  York,  s.  1833,  p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 
Herrick,  E.  C.,  Cri>t-mill,  b.  New  York,  s.  1859,  p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 

Harrison,  31  rs.  31.  (always  lived  on  farm),  b.  New  York,  s.  1807,  p.  o.  add. 
Laurens. 

ilaywurd,  Allen,  West  Laurens,  Pastor  of  Christian  Church,  b.  New  York,  s. 
1836,  p.  o.  add.  West  Laurens. 

Kidder,  Col.  J.  S., Carriage  31anufacturer,  b.  England,  s.  1830, -p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 
Keyes,  H.,  Mt.  Vision,  Farmer  (retired  merchant),  b.  New  York,  s.  1m>4,  p.  o. 
,^add.  31 1.  Vision. 

Tevt,  ^i.  S.,  Dry  Goods,  Groceries,  Drugs,  and  Medicines,  b.  New  York,  s.  1851, 
p.  o.  add.  Laurens. 

Sleeper,  Hudson,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1802,  p.  o. 
add.  Laurens. 

Tiffany,  T.,  Mt.  Vision,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  3Iechnnic,  b.  New  York,  s.  1796,  p.  o. 
add.  Mt.  Vision. 

Tucker,  J.  Lee,  West  Laurens,  Farmer  and  Conveyancer,  b.  NVw  York,  s.  1840, 
p.  o.  add.  West  Laurens. 


MARYLAND. 

Ajlomvortli.  Clmncellor  M.,  Schi-nevns,  Prop.  Trymi  Marble  Works,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  18  11,  p.  o.  add.  Schcnevns. 

Benedict,  Phih.r,  Schcnevns,  Attorney -at-Law,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1852,  p.  o.  add. 
SchelieVUH. 

Barnes,  Jerry  1*.,  Dist.  No.  1,  Farmer,  Manufacturer,  and  Dealer  in  Lumber, 
b.  Otsego  Co.  hi  1840,  p.  o.  add.  Colliersville. 


Butler,  Stewart  E.,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  Dairyman,  Wood  and 
Lumber  Dealer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1835,  p.  o.  add.  31  ary  land. 

Browne,  J.  Stanley,  Dist.  No.  4,  Private  Secretary  to  Lt.-Gov,  Dorslieinier, 
b.  Albany,  s.  1872,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Brown,  Carlton,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Brown,  Harvey  W , Dist.  No.  4,  Fanner,  and  Excise  Commissioner  1874  to  1877, 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1828,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Bennett,  Warren,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1840,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Bennett,  Ellis  L.,  Dist.  No.  17,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  aud  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1825,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Bennett,  Clarence  J.,  Dist.  No.  17,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  li. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Bennett,  John  C.,  Dist.  No.  17,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Vermont,  s.  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  Schenevus. 

Bliven,  Green,  Dist.  No.  12,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairy  man,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  184G,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Chase,  Azro,  Choseville,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co  in  1836,  p.  o.  add.  Chnseville. 

Chamberlain,  De  Witt,  Schenevus,  Prop.  American  Hotel,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1848, 
p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Chase,  SamT  G.,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer  and  Dairymau,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1817,  p.  o. 
add.  Schenevus. 

Chase,  Julian  F.,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1851,  p.  o. 
add.  Schenevus. 

Douglass,  Sam’1  J.,  Schenevus,  Baptist  Clergyman,  and  Editor  and  Proprietor 
of  Schenevus  Monitor , b.  Lewis  Co.,  s.  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Follett,  J.  Henry,  Schenevus,  Surgeon  Dentist,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o.  add. 
Schenevus. 

Graham,  Chas.  II.,  Schenevus,  Attorn ey-at- Law,  Notary  Public,  and  Solicitor 
of  Patents,  b.  Saratoga  Co.  in  1836,  s.  1859,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Guniey,  David  S.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  aud  Dairyman,  b.  Albany 
Co.,  s.  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Maryland. 

Gilland,  3Iiss  A.  D.,  Schenevus,  31illiner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1838,  p.  o.  ad<i. 
Schenevus. 

Lake,  He wlet,  Schenevus  (firm  of  Toombs  &.  Lake,  Schenevus  Marblo  Works),  b. 
Dutchess  Co.,  s.  1875,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Lason,  Joel  G.,  Dist.  No.  17,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairy  man,  b.  Schenectady 
Co.,  s.  1851,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Parsons,  Timothy,  Schenevus  (firm  of  P.  II.  Mitchell  & Co.,  Bankers),  Super- 
visor 1877,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s.  1SG8,  p.  o.  add.  Schevenus. 

Peebles,  Wm.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1834,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

SpafTord,  Arnos,  Schenevus,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Tomkins,  Sam’l,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farmer,  Ilojvgrower,  Dairymau,  and  Stock  Kaiser, 
b.  Greene  C'o.,  8.  1833,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Tallmadgo,  J.  Morcll,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  18*28,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Toombs,  Oscar  P.,  Schenevus  (firm  of  Toombs  & Lake,  Schenevus  3larble  Works), 
b.  Bennington,  Vt.,  s.  1867,  p.  o.  add.  Schenevus. 

Wilson,  Richard  C.,  Schenevus,  Farmer,  b.  Albany  Co.,  s.  1820,  p.  o.  add. 
Schenevus. 


MIDDLE  FIELD. 

Brooks,  William,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1814,  p.  o.  add. 
Coopers  town. 

Bradley,  Brazilla,  Farmer  and  Lumber-mills,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1807,  p.  o.  add. 
Phoenixville. 

Bates,  Reuben  1L,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Dutchess  Co.,  s.  1833,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Bowen,  Levi  II.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Berkshire)  Co.,  3Iass.,  s.  1814,  p.  o. 
add.  3Iiddlefield  Centre. 

Brown,  Robert,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1815,  p.  o.  add.  Middle- 
field. 

Blair,  David,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1794,  p.  o.  add.  3liddb  field 
Centre. 

Butler,  Benj.  N.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop  grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824, 
p.  o.  add.  Rose  boom. 

Canneff,  William,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Schoharie  Co.,  s.  1855,  p.  o.  add. 
Middlefield  Centre. 

Cline,  II.  C.,  Keeper  of  County*  House,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1820,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Coffin,  Jerome  R.,  Farmer,  Ilop-grower,  and  Custom  Sawing,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1846,  p.  o.  add.  Middtefield. 

Coffin,  Chas.  G.,  Farmer  and  Hop  grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1815,  p.  o.  n Id- 
Middtefield. 

Cornish,  Jason  W.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o.  add. 
Westvillo. 

Dutcher,  Monroe,  Fanner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Middlefleld  Outre. 
Eckler,  Charles,  Farmer,  Bee-keeper,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1>4'I, 
p.  o.add.  Middlefleld. 

Easton,  Geo.  W.,  Funner  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S37,  p.  n.  :vld. 
Cooperstown. 

Eggleston,  William,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p • add. 
Westvillo. 

Fling,  ( has..  Fanner,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  18  .9,  p.  «. 
add.  .Middlefleld  Centre. 
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Oano,  T.  P.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  In  1836,  p.  o.  add.  Wcatvillo. 
Cano,  Philip,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Montgomery  Co.,  8.  1*06,  p.  o.  add. 
Westville. 

Gano,  John,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  D dryman,  b.  Ylontgomery  Co.,  8.  1826, 
p.  o.  add.  Westville. 

Gifford,  Nathaniel  B.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1829,  p.  o.  mid. 
Phoenix  Mills. 

Hicks,  Mrs.  M.  B.,  Clarksville,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1836,  p.  o.  add.  Middlefitdd. 
Huntington,  $.  G.,  Yliddlefield  Centre,  3Linufacturcr  of  Shoe  Lasts,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1820,  p.  o.  add.  Middh  field  Centre. 

Manor,  Ira  S.,  Farmer  and  Lumbering,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1846,  p.  o.  add.  Coopers- 
town. 

Manor,  Ira  C.,  Farmer  and  Lumtwring,  b.  Columbia  Co.,  8.  1843,  p.  o.  add. 
Coopers  town. 

Mubbell,  Fernando,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839,  p.  o.  add. 
Middloficld. 

Jones,  William,  Farmer  and  Justice  of  tho  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1812,  p.  o. 
add.  Phoenix  Mills. 

Jones,  William  II.,  Whig  Corners,  Blacksmith,  b.  Otaego  Co.  in  1837,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Lynes,  Wm.  H.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Murphy,  Samuel  T.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S12,  p.  o.  add. 
Middletield. 

Murpbv,  Adril  G.,  Supervisor,  Farmer,  and  Bee-keeper,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839, 
p.  o.  add  Middlcfield. 

Pierce,  Horace  31.,  Farmer  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  18-14,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Pierce,  Polly,  b.  Massachusetts,  s.  1814,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Parshall,  Gilbert,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1SOO,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 
Pierce,  Orrin  I.,  Tanner  and  Farmer,  b.  Jefferson  Co.,  s.  IS25,  p.  o.  add.  Coopera- 
town. 

Pratt,  Jeremiah,  Farmer  and  IIoi>-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1817,  p.  o.  add. 
Westville. 

Pratt,  George,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otaego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  Yliddle- 
field. 

R«jn.se,  Matilda,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add. 
Coopers  town. 

Ronse,  Robert,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Columbia  Co.,  a.  1820,  p.  o.  add. 
Coopers  town. 

Rogers,  Bartlett,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1833,  p.  o.  add. 
Phunix  Mills. 

Risedorph,  Geo.  C.,  Hotel  keeper,  Phoenix  31ills,  b.  Otsego  Co.  io  1840,  p.  o.  add. 
Phoenix  31  ills. 

Smith,  William,  Farmer  ami  Ilop-grower,  b.  Schoharie  Co.,  8.  1823,  p.  o.  add. 
Milford. 

Smith,  Peleg  C.,  Farmer  and  Carpenter,  b.  Otaego  Co.  iu  1832,  p.  o.  add.  3Uddle- 
field. 

Temple,  William,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Upham,,  B.  31.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Worcester,  31  mis.,  a.  1830,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Upham,  B.  31.,  Jr.,  Farmer  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1833,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Van  Buskirk,  3lorris,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  b.  1812, 
p.  o.  odd.  31ilford. 

Van  Buskirk,  Wm.  II.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Jefferson  Co.,  i.  1837,  p.  o. 
add.  Milford. 

Wood,  John  T.,  Farmer  and  Ilop-grower,  b.  England,  «.  1S3‘),  p.  o.  mid.  Coopers- 
town. 

Yager,  C.,  Hardware,  Stoves,  Flour,  and  Feed,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1830,  p.  o.  add. 
Middlcfield. 


MILFORD. 

Barnes,  S.  R.,  Colliersville,  Retired  Merchant  and  Manufacturer,  b.  New  York, 
8.  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Colliersville. 

Barney,  E.  II.,  Milford,  Farmer,  Hops,  and  Dealer  in  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s. 
1836,  p.  o.  add.  Milford. 

^ Baker,  J.  0.,  No.  5,  Farmer  (lives  on  farm  settled  by  his  grandfather^,  b.  Now 
York,  a.  1829,  p.  o.  add.  Milford. 

Rites,  II.,  No.  1,  Farmer,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  Connecticut,  9.  1829,  p.  o.  add. 
31  i I ford. 

Brownell,  W.  \V.,  No.  5,  Farmer,  Dairy,  and  Slock,  b.  New  York,  ».  1842,  p.  o. 
add.  Milford. 

Brown  St  Luther,  Colliersville,  General  31crchandiso,  b.  New  Yoik,  s.  Is77,  p.  o. 
odd.  Colliersv ille. 

Cari'cnter,  G**o.  II.,  Portlandville,  Carriage  and  Wagon  Manulact  ry,  b.  New 
York,  s.  1837,  p.  «.  add.  Portlaudville. 

Cook,  N.  S.,  Portlandville,  Altormy-at-Law,  b.  New  York,  h.  1>35,  p.  o.  add. 
Portlandville. 

Clark,  E.  W.,  Portlandville,  Faint,  Dairy,  and  Hop**,  b.  Kluslc  Island,  s.  1*42, 
p.  o.  add.  Portlandville. 

Cronkite,  A.,  Milford,  Hardware,  Tinware,  Stoves,  b.  New  York,  s.  1M2,  p.  o. 
add.  Milford. 

Cronkite,  E.  A S»n,  Milford,  Furnishing  Undertakers,  b.  New  Yo.k,  s.  1822, 
p.  o.  add.  Mil  ft  id. 


Dayton,  G.  31.,  Colliersville,  Hardware  3lerchaut,  b.  New  York,  a.  18C6,  p.  o. 
add.  Colliersville. 

Deuel,  Egbert,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Carpentry,  and  Joining,  b.  New  York,  b. 
1832,  p.  o.  add.  Portlandville. 

Edson,  J.,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  9.  1827,  p.  o.  add. 
Portlandville. 

Fox,  F.  31.,  Colliersville,  Snsh  3Ianufactun;r,  b.  New  York,  s.  1835,  p.  o.  add. 
Colliersville. 

Goodyear,  Mrs.  A.  E.,  Colliersvillo  (alwa)H  li veil  at  Colliersville),  b.  New  York, 
8.  1803,  p.  o.  add.  Colliersville. 

Carliek,  R.  L.,  Broome  Co.,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1861,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Hollister,  L.,  No.  5,  Farmer,  Dairy,  and  Cooper,  b.  New  York,  8.  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  31  i I ford. 

Hardy,  W.  R.,  No.  5,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  8.  1809,  p.  o.  add. 
31  il  ford. 

Jewell,  M.  R.,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S37,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Lidell,  John  H.,  3lilford,  Gcnenil  Merchandise  and  Lumber  Business,  b.  New 
York,  s.  184U,  p.  o.  add.  31ilford. 

31cLansy,  C.  D.,  Portlandville,  Dealer  in  Flour  and  Feed,  b.  New  York,  a.  "*865, 
p.  o.  add.  Portlandville. 

Ylorris,  A.  G.,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy, and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S2C,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

3Iurray,  F.,  No.  1,*  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  8.  ISIS,  p.  o.  add. 
Milford. 

Ronndy,  R.  W.,  Cooperstown  Junction,  R.  R.  Agent  D.  A H.  C.  Co.,  b.  Vermont, 
8.  1872,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown  Junction. 

Rose,  Eli,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1812,  p.  o.  .add. 
Portlandville. 

Rose,  Geo.  W.,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy,  aud  Hops,  b.  New  York,  s.  1847,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlaudville. 

Rose,  R.  W.,  Portlandville,  Fanner  and  Dealer  in  Hops,  b.  New  York,  8.  1844, 
p.  o.  a<id.  Portlandville. 

Rose,  E.  R.,  No.  12,  Farmer,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S43,  p.  o.  add. 
Portlandville. 

Soule,  0.  M.,  Portlandville,  General  3Ierchandi«e,  b.  New  Y’ork,  s.  1829,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Seger,  W.  H.,  Colliersville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Poultry  Raiser,  b.  New  York,  8. 
1823,  p.  o.  add.  Colliersville. 

Seger,  D.,  Portlandville,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  Y’ork,  s.  1833,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Stevens,  E.,  Portlandville,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  New  York,  s.  1819,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Stevens,  William,  Portlandville,  Farmer  and  Cooper,  b.  Massachusetts,  s.  1798, 
p.  o.  add.  Portlandville. 

Seeber,  Dr.  A.  S.,  Milford,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  New  York,  8. 1836,  p.  o. 
add.  31  il  ford. 

Spencer,  A.,  No.  1,  Farm,  Dairy,  Hops,  aud  Stock  Raiser,  b.  New  York,  s.  1847, 
p.  o.  add.  31  il  tol  d. 

Stevens,  I.  W.,  Portlandville,  Hotel  and  Dentist,  b.  New  Y’ork,  8.  1S46,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Townsend,  R.  31.,  Portlandville,  Attorney-at-Law,  b.  New  Y’ork,  s.  1830,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Townsend,  E.  L.,  Portlaudville,  b.  New  Y’ork,  8.  1844,  p.  o add.  Portlandville. 
Tarbox,  W.  A.;  Portlandville,  Teacher  and  Painter,  b.  New  Y'ork,  s.  1833,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 

Thorn,  J.,  Portlandville,  Eclectic  Physician,  b.  New  Y'ork,  s.  1836,  p.  o.  add. 
Portlandville. 

Van  Deusen,  M.  i\,  Colliersville,  R.  R.  Station  Agent,  b.  New  Y’ork,  s.  1837.  p.  o. 

odd.  Colliersville.  , 

Wilcox,  H.,  No.  5,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Grain  Dealer,  b.  New  Y'ork,  s.  1805,  p.  o. 
odd.  Milford. 

Wright,  W.,  Portlandville,  Carpenter  aud  Saw-mill,  b.  New  Y'ork,  a.  1857,  p.  o. 
add.  Portlandville. 


MORRIS. 

Bowne,  ('has.  A.,  Lawyer  and  Farmer,  b.  Otaego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  31orris. 
Brook*,  Win.  R.,  Farmer,  b.  North  Huveu,  Conn.,  s.  1814,  p.  o.  add.  3lorris. 
j Brooks,  Lyman,  Farmer  (retired,  aged  eighty-four  yeurs),  b.  New  Haven,  Conn., 
a.  1814,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 

Brooks,  Lemuel  (father  of  Wm.  R.  and  L.),  8.  1814,  died  Nov.  26, 1650,  aged 
ninety-eight  years. 

Carpenter,  L.  P.,  Pub.  of  Moms  Chronicle,  b.  Oswego  Co.,  a.  1830,  p.  o.  add. 
3Ioi  ris. 

Couko,  James  E , Banker,  li.  Otsego  Co.  in  18-17,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 

C‘»oke,  K.  \.  11.  1 art.  Ucctor  of  Xiou’s  Chuicli,  3L>rriH,  0.  Lomdao,  R.  I..  9.  1873, 
p.  o.  add.  M .rris. 

Davia,  31i>.  T, iiuer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  l>o7,  p.  o.  add.  3iori  is. 
hi  am  hot,  Paschal  fdee*uM*d),  b.  in  Chaumniily,  iu  Lorraine,  France,  •».  IT  ■.*». 
Grimshaw,  Mrs.  Isabella,  b.  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  s.  1*60,  p.  o.  add.  .Morris. 
K*  s.you,  J P.,  Druggist,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o add.  Morris. 

Little,  .fumes,  Tailor,  b.  Bristol,  Knghuid,  a.  1847,  p.  o.  add.  Moms. 

Moon*,  A lh  tired  31crchaut  and  Banker,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  Aug  ■*,  179-.  1 
| add.  Morris. 

I Ylorris,  J.  K , Fanner,  b.  «»ts**go  Co.  in  1*27,  p.  *.*.  ad 
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Saltus,  Richard,  Morris,  Lawyer,  b.  New  York  City,  March  10,  1849,  p.  o.  acl«l. 
Morris. 

Tillson,  Ana,  Funner,  b.  Otsego  Co.,  Jan.  23,  1808,  p.  o.  add.  3Iorris. 

Tillson,  Muses,  from  Ham|whire  Co.,  3Iass.,  s.  aUiut  1800,  died  Jan.  17,  1845. 
Ward,  John  A.,  Merchant,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  h.  1806,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 

Wing,  Walter  A.,  Funner  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 
Wing,  Walter,  b.  Conway,  Mass.,  Aug.  10,  1780,  h.  1812,  died  Aug.  10,  1855. 
Wagner,  Myron,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  s.  1870,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 
Wheeler,  Kdaon,  Hop-grower  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o.  add. 
South  New  Berlin. 


NEW  LISBON. 

Alger,  Rodolphua,  Farmer,  Stock  Kaiser,  Su|>ervi8or,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
h.  Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  Mt.  Vision. 

Beningtoii,  Henry  L.,  Farmer  anti  Dairyman,  b.  Yorkshire,  England,  1804,  s. 
1831,  p.  o.  add.  Garmttsvllle. 

Cummings,  Moses  D.,  Farmer  and  3Ierchunt  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1807, 
p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Cummingv,  ILtrriet  wife  of  31.  D.  Cummings,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1809,  died 
Aug.  23, 1877. 

Chapin,  Linus  N.,  Farmer,  Dairy,  Stock  Kaiser,  Mechanic,  and  Surveyor,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1812,  p.  o.  add.  New  Lisbon. 

Fowlstou,  John  IL,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821, 
p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Fowlston,  George,  Farmer  (retired),  b.  Yorkshire,  England,  1797,  s.  1803,  p.  o. 
add.  Garrattsville. 

Fowlston,  Lydia,  wife  of  Geo.  Fowlston,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1801,  p.  o.  add.  Gar- 
rattsville. 

Gross,  31rs.  Roby  C.,  wife  of  Ellis  Gross,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o.  add.  Gar- 
rattsville. 

Gross,  Ellis  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1804,  p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Gregory,  Win.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  in  1827,  p.  o. 
add.  Garrattsville. 

Hollister,  J.  C,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Dealer  in  Eggs,  b.  Columbia  Co.,  1824, 
s.  1834,  p.  o.  add.  Now  Lisbon. 

Jones,  M.  C.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  Hop-grower,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  England, 
1834,  s.  1842,  p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Neff,  Jonathan  R.,  Farmer,  Stock  Ilaiscr,  Grazier,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Neff,  Jonathan  W , Farmer,  Stock  Raiser,  and  Graizer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1809, 
9 p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Neff,  Joseph,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1796,  p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Puttingill,  D.  F.,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1831,  elected  to  Assembly  from  2d 
Representative  District  of  Otsego  Co.,  1877,  p.  o.  add.  New  Lisbon. 

Peck,  George  I.,  Farmer  and  Land-owner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  New 
Lisbon. 

Perry,  James  H.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827, 
p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Parker,  Elisha,  Farmer,  Dairyman, and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1802,  p.o. 
add.  Garrattsville. 

Perkins,  James  S.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Windham  Co.,  Conn., 
1807,  s.  1814,  p.  o.  add.  Hartwick. 

Rockwell,  Geo.  Ik,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1826, 
p.  o.  add.  31t.  Vision. 

Rockwell,  Abner,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1812, 
p.  o.  add.  Hartwick. 

Robinson,  31atthew,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1814, 
p.  o.  add.  Nit.  Vision. 

Robinson,  Geo.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S43,  p.  o. 
add.  Mt.  Vision. 

Sherman,  E.  J.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  Grist-  and  Saw-mill,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1828, 
p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 

Thurston,  Joel,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1811,  p.  o. 
add.  New  Lisbon. 

Thurston,  Eliza  A.  (wife  of  Joel  Thurston),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  New 
Lisbon. 

Thurston,  James,  Farmer  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1824,  p.  o. 
add.  New  Lisbon. 

Thurstoir^Gainos,  Farmer  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1800,  p.  o.  add.  New  Lisbon. 

Young,  Alexander,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Kaiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1808, 
p.  o.  add.  Hartwick. 

Young,  Cordelia,  wife  of  A.  Young,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1818,  p.  o.  add.  Hartwick. 

Wheeler,  George  W.  I'.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1801,  s.  1828, 
p.  u.  add.  Gurrattsville. 

Wheeler,  J.  P.,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  Hop-grower,  Justice  of  the  Pe  ace,  and  As- 
sociate Judge,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1821,  p.  o.  add.  Garrattsville. 


ONEONTA. 

Allen,  Horace  H.,  Clergyman,  b 31  on  roc  Co.,  s.  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Onconta. 
bull,  Nath'l  N.t  Teacher,  b.  Schoharie  Co  , s.  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Oneontu. 
RrofiuTton,  II.,  Ch-rgyinun,  b.  Wyoming  Co.,  s.  1873,  p.  o.  add.  Oneontu. 

Burt  is,  J.  L.,  Editor,  li.  New  York,  a.  1863,  p.  o.  add.  Oiieuiitu. 

Brown,  R.,  Stove,  Tin,  and  Hardware  Dealer  (W.  L.  A R.  Brown),  b.  Schoharie 
Co.,  h.  Is72,  p.  o.  add.  UueouLt. 


Bundy,  L.  L.,  Attorney-at-Law,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 
Brewer,  If.  J , Jobber  and  Builder,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 
Blend,  J.  11.,  Architect,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ill  1M6,  p.  o.  add.  Oncuula. 

Burnside,  S.  S.,  Attorney-  aud  Counselor-at-Law,  b.  31ilford,  s.  1839,  p.  o.  add. 
Oneonta. 

Elwell,  3Iurria  N.,  Stiller,  ami  Inventor  of  El  well's  Slidd  lings  Separator,  b. 

Otsego  Co.  in  1851,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Ford,  D.  \V.,  Manufacturer,  b.  Oneonta  iu  1820,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Ford,  C.  E.,  Jewelry,  Plated  Ware,  and  Watch  Repairing,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1842, 
p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Ford,  Sirs.  U.  E.,  Capitalist,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Ferrell,  John  SI.,  Deputy  Sheriff,  b.  Vermont,  s.  1863,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Gile,  S.  J.,  Slarble  Work,  Dealer  in  Monuments  and  Headstones,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1833,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Huntington,  Solon,  Farmer  and  Speculator,  b.  Litchfield,  Conn.,  s.  1840,  p.  o. 
add.  Oneonta. 

Johnson,  Edw.  SI.,  Editor  Ilrruld  and  Democrat,  b.  London,  Eng.,  s.  1834,  p.  o. 
a<ld.  Oneonta. 

Jones,  0.  A.,  Slaster  Mechanic  A.  k S.  R.  R.,  b.  Montgomery  Co.,  s.  1872,  p.  o. 
add.  Oneonta. 

Lewis,  A.  C.,  Central  Hotel,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Slorris,  W.  II.  (Morris  Bros.,  Jobbers  in  Flour,  Grain,  etc.),  b.  31  i l ford,  s.  1S65, 
p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Slorris,  Albert  (Slorris  Bros.,  Jobbers  in  Flour,  Grain,  etc.),  b.  Milford,  s.  186-'*, 
p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Mercuess,  W.  II.,  Photographer,  Stereopticon  Views,  Picture  Frames,  Glasses, 
Albums,  etc.,  b.  Schoharie  Co.,  s.  1872,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Slassett,  J.  S.,  Jr.,  Carriage  Slanufacturcr,  b.  London,  Eng.,  s.  1S63,  p.  o.  add. 
Oneonta. 

Slorgan,  E.  J.,  Physician  and  Surgeon  Dentist,  b.  New  Hampshire,  s.  18G6,  p.  o. 
add.  Oneonta. 

SIcCrum,  Wm.,  General  Furniture  and  Undertaker,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s.  1838, 
p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

SIcDonald,  Jay,  Livery  Stable,  Single  and  Double  Rigs,  charges  reasonable,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Niles,  H.  C.,  West  Oneonta,  Farmer  and  Brick-maker,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1844, 
p.  o.  add.  West  Oneonta. 

Patter,  W.  SI.,  Proprietor  of  Susquehanna  House,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o.  add. 
Oneonta. 

Peet,  R.  G.,  Farming,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1851,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Reynolds,  G.  W.,  Editor,  b.  Kortright,  s.  1866,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 

Reynolds,  E.  A.,  Express  Agent,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1856,  p.  o add.  Oneonta. 
Scramling,  Geo.,  Attorney-at-Law,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1840,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 
Slade,  James,  Farming  and  Dairying,  l>.  Albany  Co.,  s.  1832,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 
Wood,  H.  G.,  Real  Estate  and  Insurance  Agent,  b.  New  York,  s.  1873,  p.  o.  add. 
Oneonta. 

Wilbur,  C.  L.,  Attorney-at  Law,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s.  1873,  p.  o.  add.  Oneonta. 
Whitman,  II.  T.,  West  Oneonta,  Farming  aud  Dairying,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1842, 
p.  o.  add.  West  Oneonta. 


OTEGO. 

Birdsall,  W.,  Farming,  b.  Otego,  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Birdsall,  E.  G.,  Dairying  and  Farming,  b.  Otego,  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Hale,  G.  A.,  Merchant  and  Postmaster,  b.  Otego,  1833,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 
Jennings,  A.,  31illing  (highest  market  price  paid  for  all  kinds  of  grain),  b. 

Montgomery  Co.,  s.  1805,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Northup,  Stephen  D.,  Farming  and  Dairying,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1334,  p.  o.  add. 
Otego. 

Sliter,  Wm.  J.,  Eagle  Hotel  (livery  connected  with  hotel),  Sample  and  Bath- 
rooms, b Chenango  Co.,  s.  1876,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Smith,  S.  E.,  Appraiser  in  New  Yolk  Custom  House,  ex-Mcmber  Legislature, 
b.  in  Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Smith,  (.’has.  S.,  Civil  Engineer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1837,  p.  o.  add.  Otego. 

Spilker,  Edw.,  Farming  and  Dairying,  b.  Pymont,  Prun.,  s.  1877, p.  o.  add.  Otego. 
Sigsbee,  Celestia,  Farming  and  Dairying,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s.  1842,  p.  o.  add. 
Otego. 


OTSEGO. 

Allen,  James,  Farmer,  Ilop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  ISIS,  p.  o. 
add.  Cooperstown. 

Beadle,  Geo.  E.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Printer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1843,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Beadle,  Er.iatus  F.,  Publisher,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 
Burnell,  Geo.  T , Farmer,  Ilop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Ireland,  s.  1848,  p.  o. 
add.  Coopers  tow  ii. 

Babcock,  Norman,  Fainter  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813,  p.  o.  add. 
SchuylerV  Luke. 

Byard,  John  S.,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1843,  \ *. 
add.  Oaksville. 

Bowman,  Abram  W . Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Montgomery  Co , 
s.  1862,  p.  o.  add.  Schuyler* a Lake. 

! Baldwin,  Leonard  W.,  Farmer,  b.  I.itchfu  Id.  Conn.,  s.  1 V.4,  p.o.  add  OakavilK 

| Bunn,  Janies,  Oaksville,  Cloth  Folder  in  Uukswlle  Cottou  Mill®,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1827,  p.  o.  add.  OuksviUe. 
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Child*,  Chan.,  Farmer  and  Dealer  in  Produce* , Retired  Manufacturer,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1810,  p.  o.  add.  Oaksville. 

Cheney,  Joseph  A , Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1 8«iT,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Carpenter,  Daniel,  Fly  Creek,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Rhode  Ialaud,  a.  18 Id,  p.  o. 
add.  Fly  Creek. 

Carpenter,  Ervin,  Fly  Creek,  Dealer  in  General  Merchandise  (firm  of  Carpen- 
ter A Burpee),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Doubleday,  Wm.  A.,  Farm*  r,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1823, 
p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Dalphin,  Mrs.  Marguret,  Farmer,  b.  Scotland,  h.  1819,  p.  o.  add.  Coojieretown. 

Davidson,  Richani,  Fanner,  Hop-grower,  and  Saw-miller,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  181G, 
p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Davidson,  Lewis,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1831, 
p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Klderkiu,  Sheldon  II..  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1848, 
p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Flansburg,  Asa,  Proprietor  Oaksville  Cotton  Mills,  b.  Delaware  Co.,  a.  1852, 
p.  o.  oild.  Oaksville. 

Hoke,  Menzo,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Doji-grower,  Proprietor  Hickory  Grove 
Cheese  Factory,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  lslT,  p o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Johnson,  Parley,  Johnson’s  Mills,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Miller,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Oaksville. 

King,  Peter,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Wool-grower,  b.  Albany  Co.,  s.  1821,  p.  o. 
add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Lumley,  Miss  Melissa,  Fanner,  b.  Otsego  C<>.  in  1825.  p.  o.  add.  Flv  Creek. 

McCabe,  Peter,  Coopers  town,  Builder  and  Contractor  (firm  of  McCabe  Bros.), 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1847,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

McCabe,  Bryan- C.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1S55,  p.  o.  iuld. 
Cooperetown. 

Pierce,  Gaylord,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1803,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Pierce,  Elizur,  Farmer,  Dairyman, and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o. 
add.  Fly  Creek. 

Potts,  John,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  Proprietor  Oaksville  House, 
Oaksville,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Quaif,  Samuel,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Cheese-maker,  Proprietor  Fawn  Brook 
Cheese  Factory,  b.  Sussex,  Eng.,  s.  1832,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Quaif,  Samuel  II.,  Farmer  and  Cheese-maker,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1854,  p.  o.  add. 
Fly  Creek. 

Reed,  Hiram,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Worcester,  Mass.,s.  1820, 
p.  o.  a<ld.  Cooperetown. 

Roberts,  Fred’k,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  ami  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S41, 
p.  o.  add.  Oaksville. 

Roberts,  Homer,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1846, 
p.  o.  odd.  Oaksville. 

Russell,  N.  Russell,  Fanner,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1826, 
p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Spraguo,  Hezekiah  B.,  Farmer.  Hop-grower,  and  Dairy  nun,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1802,  p.  o.  mid.  Cooperetown. 

St.  John,  Mrs.  Rebecca,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  anti  I>airy,  b.  Rensselaer  Co.,  8. 
1610,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Sitts,  Wm.,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1823,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperetown. 

Thayer,  Win.  A.,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester,  Mass.,  s 1>29,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

TunuiclifTe,  John  P.,  Proprietor  Summer  Hot**!,  Five  Mile  Point,  Otsego  Lake, 
b.  Herkimer  Co.,  8.  1849,  p.  o.  add. 

Truax,  Mrs.  Electa,  Farmer  and  IIo|*-grower,  b.  Fulton  Co.,  s.  1821,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperetown. 

Thayer,  Caleb,  Retired  Manufacturer  of  Lead  Pi}*,  and  Farmer,  b.  Worcester, 
Muss.,  s.  1816,  p.  o.  mid.  Gnperetow  n. 

Taylor,  Francis,  Farmer  and  Dairy  man,  b.  Of  »u*go  Co.  in  1M 1,  p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

Van  Horne,  Abram  T.,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Ota*- go  Co.  in  IM2,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperetown. 

Van  Horne,  Albert,  Farmer  and  H -p-grow.-r,  b.  Otsego  Co.  In  1819,  p.  o.  odd. 
Cooperetown. 

Warren,  Russell,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Wool-grower,  b.  (iticgo  Co.  in  1797, 
p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Warren,  Wm.  Kendrick,  Farmer  it  ml  Pain  man,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1824,  p.  o.  odd. 
Coope  rstown. 

Wikoff,  Rufus,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  If  qegr  wf*r,  Proprietor  Metcalf  Hill 
Cheese  Factory,  b.  Otsego  (’<».  in  I*<  9,  p.  o.  add. 

Whipple,  Fenimore  0.,  Fanner  and  liojegruwer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  I4..4,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperetown. 

Williams,  Mrs.  Margaret,  Farmer  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1832,  p.  o. 
add.  CoojH'reto w n. 

Williams,  Harvey,  Farmer  and  Hojegrower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia  1832,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Williams,  Mrs.  Miranda,  Oaksville,  Farm  *r  and  Dairy,  b.  Ol«-  g i Co  iu  1*27, 
p.  o.  add.  Oaksville. 

Williams,  Mrs.  Hannah  M.,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairy,  h.  Ot**- go  Co.  la 
1822,  p o.  add.  Fly  ('reek. 

Williams,  John  t\.  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b ct>«*g  • Co.  iu  1850, 
p.  o.  add.  Fly  Creek. 

COOPERSTOWN. 

Adsit,  James  F.,  Gris(-  and  Pluiiing-MilN,  1 lour,  Meal,  etc  >f  th  • firm  of  Lew  t« 
A Adsit,  Otsego),  l».  Otsego  Co.  in  IMJ,  p.  o.  add.  C«*.|m  relowu. 

Barton,  Peter,  Farmer  and  Slierilf  of  Otsego  Co.  i»76  to  lt*79,  b.  Ob*-g  • ( •*  iu 
1832,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 


Bunn,  W.  H.,  County  Clerk  from  1873  to  1679,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  184*>.  p.  o.  i 
Cooperetown. 

Bundy,  Edwin  S.  (of  Bundy  Bros.,  Dry  Goods,  Carpets,  etc.,  established  IF 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1853,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Bundy,  M.  C.  (of  Bundy  Bros  , Dry’  Goods,  Carpets,  etc.,  established  liT  ' . b 
Otsego  Co.  in  1855,  p.  o.  mid.  Cooperstown. 

Bowen,  S.  A , Judge  of  Otsego  Co.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1835,  p.  o.  add.  C«  p^-rer?' 

Buuyan,  James,  Prop’r  Hotel  Feunimore,  b.  Roxburghshire,  Scvtlaod,  a.  l!s57 
Cooperetown. 

Bowers,  Henry  J.,  Flour,  Grain,  Feed,  Coal,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia  1824,  p.  ol 
add.  Cooperetown. 

Ballani,  S.  N.,  Proprietor  Ballard  House,  Hotel-keeper  thirty -four  years,  t 
Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.add.  Cooperstown. 

Bullard,  Nelson  (of  S.  N.  A N.  Bullard,  Proprietors  of  Ballard  Housed  b.  Ots«rg. 
Co.,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Bowers,  M.  S.  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1806,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Cady,  B.  M.,  Cashier  Second  National  Bank,  b.  Clinton  Co.,  s.  InVT,  p.  o.  a*id_ 
Cooperetown.  . 

Carter,  Mrs.  Win.  L.  (Daughter  of  Win.  H.  Averell),  b.  Otsego  Co.,  p.  o ail. 
Cooperstown. 

Cory,  Wm.  E.,  Dealer  in  Hardware,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1829,  p.  o.  add.  C.*>perrt:  w: 

Cory,  Elery  P.,  Undertaker,  Successor  to  E.  A H.  Cory,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia 
p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Cruttender,  E.  B.,  Deputy  County  Clerk  Otsego  Co.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  i648,  p.  a. 
add.  Cooperetown. 

Cockett,  W.  A.,  Dealer  iu  Books,  Stationery,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1552,  P-  o. 
add.  Cooperetown. 

Cole,  N.  W.,  Groceries,  Provisions,  etc.,  Established  1851,  b.  Herkimer  Co. 
1851,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Cooper,  P.  P.,  Boat  Livery,  b.  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  H.,  s.  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Co*  p-?ret 

Cooper,  Joseph  II.,  Boat  Livery,  everything  first-class,  b.  St.  Lawrence  Co,i 
1837,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Clark,  Edward,  Lawyer  and  Capitalist,  b.  Greene  Co.,  s.  1856,  p.  o.  adl  Coc-pe-re- 
town. 

Davidson,  Andrew,  Pub.  Republican  and  Democrat , b.  Roxburghshire,  Scvllan 
8.  1S46,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Edick,  Samuel  S.,  Attomey-ut-Law,  State  Senator,  and  ex-Judge  of  Otsega  C« 
b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1859,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Eldred,  Thomas  W.,  Ery  Goods,  Groceries,  and  General  Stock,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia 
1848,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Fillmore,  E.  W.,  Livery  and  Sale  Stables,  b.  Broome  Co.,  s.  1S72,  p.  e.  a&i. 
Cooperstown. 

Harris,  E.  M.,  President  First  National  Bank,  County  Judge  1562  aoi  15*71, 
Attorney -at- Law,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1828,  p.  o.add.  Cooperstown. 

Hurtson, Clias.  R.,  Restaurant  and  Billiards,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  lv'5,  p.  c.  a»M 
Cooperetown. 

Hills,  L.  II.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, b.  Madison  Co.,s.  1803, p. o.add. C*x*perFT<?wT>. 

Hills,  E.  Delevan,  County  Clerk  1870  to  1873,  Dealer  in  Flour.  Fee-i,  Grain, 
Coal,  etc.,  b.  Montgomery  Co.,  s.  1854,  p.  o add.  Cooperetown. 

Howard,  W.  H.,  Manager  Hotel  Fennimore,  b.  Maitland  Co.,  OnL,  s.  157c,  p.  o. 
add.  Cooperetown. 

Glatner,  S.,  Merchant  Tailor,  Clothing,  and  Gents’  Furnishing  Goods,  b.  Croc 
Austria,  s.  1877,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Graves,  Calvin,  ex-President  First  National  Bank  (retired),  b.  New  Hampshire, 
s.  179-1,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Jarvis,  Frank  G.,  Fanner,  Dealer  in  Hops  and  Farm  Produce,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia 
1845,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Kelly,  John,  Deputy  Sheriff  1870  to  1879,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  ?.  184".  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperetown. 

Keyes,  W.  C.  (of  W.  C.  Keyes  A Son,  Proprietors  Central  Hotel',  b.  Otsego  O 
in  1897,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Keyes,  S.  W.,  Centr.il  Hotel,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1836,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Keeac,  G.  Pomeroy,  President  Second  National  Bank,  and  President  L*kcw  V-1 
Cemetery,  b.  New  York  City,  s.  1830,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperst  'wd. 

Lee,  Fred’k  A.,  Importer  of  Dry  Goods,  Now  York,  ami  Retired  A:  Firei 

Ward,  Brooklyn,  b.  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn..  9.  1851,  p.  o.  add.  C*.«  . -*rs:  « " 

Lyncs,  J.  A.,  Attorncy-at-Luw,  District  Attorney  1363  to  1806,  b.  Ots*g>  Co.  . u 
IS:  15,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Murdock,  B.  F.,  Dir.  in  Dry  Goods,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S29.  p.  o.  add.  Co*  p-?rei.  wn. 

Palmer,  Fred.  L.,  County  Treasurer,  Cashier  First  National  Bank.  t.  «.'iseg ‘j  Co- 
in 1848,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Funk,  John,  Proprietor  Grist-  and  Planing-tnills,  dealer  in  Lurul—r.  IV* -re. 
Sash,  Blinds,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p.  o add  Co*  i-er>t.  «n. 

Peake,  W.  II.,  Book-keeper  First  National  Bank,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  16-42,  p.o.  *21- 
Cooperetown. 

Preutisw,  Mrs.  J.  H , Widow  of  John  H.  Prentiss,  deceased  1861,  Prop  net  r n-  2 
Editor  Freeman's  Jnurimt,  b.  0t»u  go  Co.  In  1^09,  p.  v.  ad  I - 

Russell,  Rii  burd,  Denier  in  Boots  and  Shoes,  b.  Chautauqua  . *.  1 7. 

add  Cooperetown. 

Riim*‘1| t H.  I.,  Publisher  Republican  and  Democrat,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  I .*-»!.  o. 
mid.  Cooperstown. 

St  urges,  H.,  Attnrney-at-Law,  ex-County  Judge  and  Canal  Aj  prai*  ?r,  b. 

Co.  in  1819,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperetown. 

Smith,  N<  Ison,  Fresh  and  Salt  Moats,  Fish,  etc.,  Montgomery  Co  . s.  !s>.  - 
iuld.  Cooperetown. 

Scott,  John  F.,  Dealer  in  Hops,  Wool,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1817.  1 A-i*i. 
Coo|ie  rstown.  
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Starkweather,  Geo.  A.,  Attorney -at- Law,  Established  1823,  Member  Thirtieth 
Congress,  b.  May,  1704,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.,  o.  1819,  p.o.  add.  Cooperstown. 
ShumwMV,  Van  Ness  C.p  Fruits,  Groceries,  Provisions,  etc.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1855, 
p.  o.  add.  Conperatow n. 

Stocker,  M.  R.,  Wool,  Hops,  and  Farm  Produce,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Story,  Geo.,  Hardware,  Saddlery,  and  Harness  (retired),  b.  Windham  Co.,  Conn., 
p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Story,  Joshua  II.  (Dec’d  1871),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1818. 

Slmw,  Samuel  M.,  Proprietor  and  Editor  tVeemnn'a  Journal,  Established  1808,  b. 

Dutchess  Co.,  s.  1851,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Tanner,  P.  G.,  Jewelry,  Books,  and  Music,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  s.  1843,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 

Tanner,  F.  P.,  Jeweler,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1855,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Watkins,  A.  II.,  Steamboating,  Captain  “Natty  Bumppo,”  b.  Delaware  Co.,  s. 
1X39,  p.  o.  add.  Cooperstown. 

Winslow,  Geo.  T.,  Proprietor  Winslow  Livery,  b.  Cooperstown  in  1846,  p.  o.  add. 
Cooperstown. 


PITTSFIELD. 

Beardslee,  A.  J.,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1837,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berliu. 

Briggs,  F.  H.,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  Pittsfield. 

Beanlslee,  May  II.,  Farmer,  b.  Brookfield,  s.  1840,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Beards  lee,  Cbas.,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  18:14,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Backus,  Solomon,  Manfr.  of  Lumber,  b.  New  Berlin,  s 1841,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 
Bern  Is,  Orrin,  Manufacturer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1341,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Card,  Chester,  Farmer,  b.  Burlington,  8.  1816,  p.  o.  add.  Pittsfield. 

Finks,  Alberto,  Manfr.  of  Water  Pipes  and  Pumps,  etc.,  b.  Sherburne,  s.  1837, 
p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Hall,  C.  G.,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Hawkins,  Reuben  M.,  Prop.  Pittsfield  Lumber-  and  Grist-mill,  b.  Edmeston,  8. 
1820,  p.  o.  add.  Pittsfield. 

Hall,  Orinel  L.,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1802,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Pock,  Truman.  Farmer,  b.  Albany  Co  , s.  1804,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Simmons,  Jas.,  Farmer,  b.  Foster,  R.  I.,  a.  1831,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 

Woodard,  John  S.,  Farmer,  b.  Paris,  Oneida  Co.,  a.  1830,  p.  o.  add.  New  Berlin. 
Wood,  Russell,  Farmer,  b.  Pittsfield  in  1819,  p.  o.  add.  Morris. 

Matteson,  Joshua,  Farmer,  b.  Laurens,  s.  1822,  p.  o.  add.  Pittsfield. 

Midbnry,  Cbas.,  Fanner,  b.  New  Berlin,  s.  1810,  p.  o.  add.  Pittsfield. 


PLAINFIELD. 

Armstrong,  Solomon,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1819,  p.  o.  add.  Plainfield  Centre. 

Armstrong,  David  M.,  Farmer,  Stock  Raiser,  and  Speculator,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1826,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

Armstrong,  Mowry  W.,  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1817,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

Armstrong,  Floyd  E.,  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1849,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla  Forks. 

Armstrong,  S.  E.,  Farmer  and  Teacher,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1848,  p.  o.  add.  Plainfield 
Centre. 

Brown,  Wm.  L.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Oneida  Co., 
8. 1817,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

Brown,  Cyrus,  Cooper,  Manufacturer,  Notary  Public,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
b.  Madison  Co.,  s.  1854,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

Brown,  A.  W.,  Farmer,  and  Raiser  Holstein  Stock,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1844,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

1 Clark,  Samuel,  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturer,  Sail,  b.  Washington  Co.,  R.  I.,  8. 
1625,  p.  o.  aild.  Unadilla  Forks. 

| Fitch,  E.  P.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Assessor,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  ISIS,  p.  o.  add. 
Bridgewater. 

1 Fitch,  Chafl.  M.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1825,  p.  o.  add.  Bridge- 
water. 

| Fitch,  Orson,  Retired  Farmer  and  Merchant,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1809,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla  Forks. 

Gates,  I.  1\,  Farmer,  lkiiryman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o. 
ad'L'Plai n field  Centro. 

Ilackley,  Salinus  II.,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1827,  p.  o.  add. 
Bridgewater. 

Huntley,  Albert  C.,  Cheese  Manufacturer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p.  o.  add.  West 
Exeter. 

Jones,  J.  A.,  Farmer,  Dairy.  Stock  Raiser,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Oneida 
C<*.,  8.  1865,  p.  o.  add.  West  Exeter. 

K illrotirn,  Francis  A.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Itaiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1829, 
1».  o.  add.  W*  *t  Winfield. 

Murray,  Janies  B.,  Farmer,  Dairy,  Stock  Raiser,  R.  R.  Com.  of  Utica,  Chenango, 
and  Sus«i.  Valley  It.  R.,  b.  Rensselaer,  s.  1854,  p.  o.  add.  West  Winfield  or 
Bridgewater. 

McFarland,  L.  P.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1819, 
p.  o.  add.  Plainfield  Centre. 

Philli|w,  Parley,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1x10, 
p.  o.  Add.  Unadilla  F«>rks. 

R“gens,  Denison,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Madison,  s.  1833,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla 
Forks. 


Roberts,  Richard,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Wales,  8.  1870,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla  Forks. 

Smith,  Francis  S.,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1829, 
p.  o.  add.  Plainfield  Centre. 

Smith,  Benjamin,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Hop  grower,  b.  Windham,  Conn.,  s. 
1815,  p.  o.  add.  Plainfield  Centre. 

Southworth,  Oscar  L.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839,  p.  o.  add. 
Leonards vi  lie. 

Southworth,  Horace  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1809,  p.  o.  add.  Leonardnville. 
Wing,  L.  J.,  Cheese  Mfr.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1830,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla  Forks. 
Wilcox,  Wm.  H.,  Farmer  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1820,  p.  o.  add.  Una- 
dilla Forks. 

Wood,  Alfred,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Raiser  and  Dealer  in  Ilohtein  Stock,  b. 
Cortland  Co.,  s.  1853,  p.  o.  add.  West  Exeter. 


RICHFIELD. 

Ackerman,  C.,  Richfield  Springs,  Editor  and  Publisher  Richfield  Springs  Mer- 
cury, b.  Schoharie  Co.,  8.  1871,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Ames,  Jno.  S.,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Bailey,  W\  T.,  Richfield  Springs,  Dentist,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1828,  p.  o.  add.  Rich- 
field Springs. 

Barrus,  A.,  Richfield  Springs,  Proprietor  of  National  Hotel  and  Livery,  b. 

Otsego  Co.  in  1808,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Bloomfield,  Allen  (retired),  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1S69,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Coleman,  Wm.  B.,  Richfield  Springs,  one  of  the  Proprietors  of  American  Hotel, 
b.  New  York  City,  s.  1871,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Cadwell,  N.  W.,  one  of  the  Principals  and  Proprietors  of  Richfield  Springs 
Seminary,  b.  Hillsdale  Co.,  Michigan,  s.  1876,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Clnpsnddle,  Stephen,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1867,  p.  o. 
add.  Schuyler’s  Luke. 

Clapsuddle,  Dennis,  b.  Herkimer  Co.  in  1774,  died  in  1842. 

Davenport,  J.  S.,  Richfield  Springs,  Lawyer,  Assemblyman  1876  and  1S77,  b. 

Madison  Co.,  s.  1838,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Dnrrow,  W.  E.,  Richfield  Springs,  Proprietor  of  Central  Hotel  and  Livery,  b. 

Fultou  Co.,  s.  1844,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Fay,  Farker  D.,  Richfield  Springs,  Lawyer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1S43,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 

Gano,  diaries  J.,  Richfield  Springs,  Lawyer,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  a.  1851,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 

Getman,  D.  A.,  Richfield  Springs,  Druggist,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1874,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 

Goodier,  A.  K.,  Richfield  Springs,  one  of  the  Proprietors  and  Principals  of 
Richfield  Springs  Seminary,  b.  Herkimer  Co  , 8.  1876,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield 
Springs. 

Jewell,  N.  D.,  Richfield  Springs,  Proprietor  of  Tuller  House,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  s. 
1867,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Mauley,  Dean  S.,  Richfield  Springs,  Lawyer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 

Mauley,  Horace,  Richfield  Springs,  Physician,  b.  Norway,  Herkimer  Co.,  s. 
1820,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

McRone,  Alfred,  Farmer,  llop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1839, 
p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Price,  Samuel,  Richfield  Springs,  Central  Hotel  Clerk,  b.  County  of  Kent,  Eng- 
land, s.  July,  1871,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Smith,  Alfred  J.,  Druggist,  b.  Oneida  Co.,  s.  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Smith,  Willard  A.,  Druggist,  b.  Akron,  Ohio,  s.  1869,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Sitts,  Anson,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Sitts,  Elizabeth,  Farmer,  b.  Yorkshire,  England,  s.  1827,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield 
Springs. 

Tenant,  A.  C.,  Lawyer,  b.  Cortland  Co.,  s.  1S71,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 
Wilkerson,  II.  J.,  Richfield  Springs,  Farmer,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1837,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 

Whipple,  Ezra  S.,  Richfield  Springs,  Retired  Assemblyman  1S59  and  I860,  b. 

Otsego  Co.  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Young,  Elias,  Richfield  Springs,  Blacksmith,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  9. 1S73,  p.  o.  add. 
Richfield  Springs. 


ROSEBOOM. 

Barrett,  George,  Manufacturer  of  Rough  Leather,  Loan  Commissioner  Otsego 
Co.,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840,  p.  o.  add.  South  Valley. 

Bailey,  David  W.,  Manufacturer  of  Boots  and  Shoes,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1842,  p.  o. 
add.  Rose  boom. 

Elwell,  Fred’k  A..  Merchant  Miller,  b.  Connecticut,  3. 1828,  p.  o.  add.  Ro?*el»ooni. 
Elwell,  Herbert  I).,  Publisher  and  Editor  of  Tempemnce  Ince*iijaiort  b.  Otsrgo 
Co.  iti  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Rose  boom. 

Griffin,  F.  C.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1851,  p.  o.  add.  South 
Valley. 

Griffin,  K.,  Cradle  Manufacturer,  and  Justice  of  tho  Peace,  b.  Dutchess  Co.,  s. 
1S37,  p.  o.  add.  South  Valley. 

Knapp,  G.  II.,  Dentist,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  ISIS,  p.  o.  add. 
Ko8cboom. 

Low,  Othelburt,  Merchant,  General  Store,  and  Postmaster,  h.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1839,  p.  o.  add.  Pleasant  Brook. 
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Letter,  Lester  M.,  Proprietor  of  Hotel  at  Rosehoom,  b Montgomery  Co., 3.  1849, 
p.  o.  add.  RoHclxXHU. 

Preston,  Samuel  E.,  Farmer  and  Lumberman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o.  add. 
Pleasant  Brook. 

Sterricker,  John  W.,  Sr.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  and  Postmaster,  b.  Yorkshire, 
England,  1814,  4 1840,  p.  o.  add.  Rosehoom. 

Sterricker,  John  W.,  Jr.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1852, p.  o.  add. 
Rosehoom. 

Spangerthull,  Abrnm,  Merchant  and  General  Store,  b.  Hesse,  Germany,  1850, 
s.  1872,  p.  o.  add.  Rosehoom. 

Warren,  Charles;  Proprietor ‘of  Hotel  at  Pleasant  Brook,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1840, 
p.  o.  add.  Pleasant  Brook. 


SPRINGFIELD. 

Armstrong,  Levi  J.,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  Assessor 
from  1666  to  1878,  l>.  Otsego  Co.  in  1627,  p o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Bassiuger,  Mrs.  Jacob  W.,  Dist.  No.  J,  Fanner,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairy,  b. 
Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1832,  p.  o..udd.  E.  Springfield. 

Baird,  David,  Dist.  No.  12,  Proprietor  31 1.  Wellington  Stud  Farm,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Burlingame,  Tlios.  B.,  Dist.  No.  1,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Sheep  Raiser,  b. 
Massachusetts,  s.  1818,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Burlingame,  Jus.  A.,  Dist.  No.  1,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  Sheep  Baiser,  and  Teacher, 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1649,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Bowker,  Edmund  H.,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  Dairyman,  and  Stock 
Raiser,  b.  Compton  Co.,  Quebec,  s.  1870,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Cocke,  Jos.  H.,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1841,  p.  o. 
add.  E.  Springfield. 

Cook,  Isaiah,  E.  Springfield,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Carpenter,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1839,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Cook,  Abner,  Dist.  No.  13,  Fanner  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o. 
add.  E.  Springfield. 

Casler,  Jacob,  Springfield  Centre,  Proprietor  Coaler’s  Hotel,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1819,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Eckler,  Thomas,  W.  Springfield,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  180S,  p.  o. 
add.  Springfield. 

Eckler,  Lester,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1S47,  p.  o. 
add.  Van  Hornsville,  Herkimer  Co. 

Ely,  Warren,  Dist.  No.  6,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Herkimer  Con  s.  1832,  p.  o.  add. 
Springfield. 

Ely,  Smith,  Dist.  No.  5,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1841,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield. 

Endres,  John  P.,  E.  Springfield,  Manufacturer  of  Cigar?,  b.  Prussia,  s.  18G4,  p.  o. 
add.  E.  Springfield. 

Franklin,  Daniel,  Dist.  No.  3,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  Sheriff  from  1870  to  1873, 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1822,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Hewes,  Squire  D.,  Joint  Dist.  No.  14,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1824,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

nood,  James,  Joint  Dist.  No.  14,  Fanner  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1813, 
p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Ingalls,  S.  Marshall,  Dist.  No.  6,  Attorney-at-Law  and  Fanner,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in 
1826,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield. 

Johnson,  Lester  W.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer  ami  Dairyman,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  e.  1S35, 
p.  o.  add.  Van  Hornsville,  Herkimer  Co. 

Johnson,  Wm.  II.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1854, 
p.  o.  add.  Van  Hornsville,  Herkimer  Co. 

Marshall,  Francis  U.,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  Com- 
missioner of  Highways  from  1876,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1834,  p.  o.  add.  Spring- 
field  Centre. 

Oliver,  Andrew,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer,  Ilop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co. 
in  1834,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Ough,  John  P.,  Dist.  No.  12,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  b.  Montgomery  Co.,  a.  1817, 
p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Rathbone,  Herbert  W.,  Diet.  No.  2,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1851,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Rathbone,  Levant  W , Dist.  No.  8,  Farmer  and  Proprietor  Rathbone’s  Mills,  b. 
Otsego  Co.  in  1824,  p.  o.  add.  E Springfield. 

Rathbone,  Master  Williams,  Middle  Village,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1865,  p.  o. 
add.  Springfield. 

Smith,  Geo.  0.,  Dist.  No.  6,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  Hop-grower,  and  Supervisor, 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1828,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Shaul,  John  D.,  Dist.  No.  14,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  Hop-grower,  and  Stork  Raiser, 
Lt-Col.  70th  N.  Y.  Yols.,  b.  Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1*09,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Seward,  Seneca,  E.  Springfield,  Dealer  in  General  Merchandise  (firm  S.  S.  & 
Son),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  l82*>,  p.  o.  add.  K.  Springfield. 

Seward,  Seneca  A.,  K.  Spriugtteld,  Dealer  in  Geueral  Merchandise  (firm  S.  S.  & 
Son),  Postmaster,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1847,  p.  o.  add.  K.  Springfield. 

Seal  lard,  John,  Dist.  No.  8,  Funner,  ll->p*gruwor,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego  Co.  j 
in  lv23,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Schofield,  Theron  R.,  Dist.  No.  8,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Da;ryr.ian  (lives  on  1 
a farm  settled  by  his  grandfather  in  1811),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  Is*  •’>,  p.  o.  add.  i 
Springfield  Centre. 

Snyder,  Thomas,  Dist.  No.  ’2,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  ! 
b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1821,  p.  o.  add.  K Springfield. 

Sanborn©,  Rev.  Pliny  F„  Middh*  Village,  Pastor  l>t  Presbyterian  Church  of  1 
Springfield,  b.  Middlesex  Co  , Mans s. 


Shaul,  Henry  S.,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Oaon«hura 
Co.,  s.  1856,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Sli tor,  Horace,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farmer,  Ilop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Ots-go  Co. 
in  1643,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Veddor,  Madison,  Dist.  No.  6,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Stock  Raiser,  b.  Otsego  C<x 
in  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Springfield. 

Walr.ith,  James  J.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farmer,  Hop-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Walrath,  Fayette,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farmer,  Hoi>-grower,  and  Dairyman,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1355,  p.  o.  add.  Richfield  Springs. 

Wiusor,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Cotes,  W.  Springfield  (retired),  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  lsll,  p.  o. 
add.  Springfield. 

Whipple,  Mrs.  Addison,  Dist.  No.  6,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Schoharie  Co.,  <*.  1637, 
p.  o.  add.  Springfield  Centre. 

Whipple,  Lewis,  Dist.  No.  14,  Farmer,  Hop-grower, and  Dairyman,  b.  Hamilton 
Co.,  a.  1623,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Wiles,  Levi,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer  and  Dairyman,  Justice  of  Peace  from  1669.  b. 
Herkimer  Co.,  3.  1834,  p.  o.  add.  Van  Hornsville,  Herkimer  Co. 

White,  Mrs.  Mary  D.,  Dist.  No.  10,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  iu  1795,  p.  o. 
add.  Springfield  Centre. 

White,  Grenville  T.,  Dist.  No.  10,  Farmer,  b.  Otsego  Co.  ia  1822,  p.  o.  add. 
Springfield  Centre. 

Young,  Benjamin,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower,  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1651,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Young,  Herbert  M.,  Dist.  No.  1,  Fanner,  Dairyman,  and  Hop-grower  b.  Otsego 
Co.  in  1850,  p.  o.  add.  E.  Springfield. 

Young,  Harvey,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer  and  Proprietor  Chyle  Cheese  Factory,  b. 
Herkimer  Co.,  s.  1834,  p.  o.  add.  Van  Hornsville,  Herkimer  Co. 


UNADILLA. 

Arms,  T.  L.,  Slain  St.,  Attorney-at-Law,  b.  New  York,  s.  1873,  p.  o.  add.  l~oad:I!a. 
Arms,  C.  S.,  Main  St.,  Attorney-at-Law*,  b.  New  York,  s.  1662,  p.  o.  aid.  Una- Lilia. 
Belknap,  E.  C.,  Main  St.,  Aftorney-at-Law,  b.  New  York,  s.  1845,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Benedict,  A.  N.,  Drover,  ex-Sheriff,  b.  Dutchess  Co.,  a.  1S5S,  p.  o.  add.  Unadii’a, 
Barlow,  A.  J.,  Main  St.,  Publisher  of  Unadilla  Times , b.  New  York,  8.  1875.  p. O. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Bragg,  J.  B.,  Main  St.,  Retired  Farmer,  b.  New'  York.  s.  1617,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla, 
Blanchard,  E.  R.,  Dist.  No.  8,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  8.  Is33,  p.  o.  add. 
Wells’  Bridge. 

Blanchard,  E.  J.,  Dist.  No.  S (deceased  May  14.  1872),  b.  New  York,  3. 1S25. 
Blanchard,  C.  0.,  Dist.  No.  8,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  3. 1861,  p.  o.  add. 
Wells’  Bridge. 

Blanchard,  L.  H.,  Dist.  No.  15,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New’  York,  s.  1327,  p.  o.  ad  1. 
Wells’  Bridge. 

Bundy,  James,  Dist.  No.  1,  Farmer  and  Lumberman,  b.  Nsw  York.  3.  1821,  p.  o. 
add.  Sidney  Plains. 

Batterson,  Caleb,  Dist.  No.  3,  Farmer  and  Blacksmith,  b.  New  York.  ?.  1?14. 
Cone,  S.  G.,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farmer  and  Supervisor,  b.  Connecticut,  3.  1S44,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Chapman,  D.  P.,  Dist.  No.  5,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1840,  p.  o.  add. 
Wells’  Bridge. 

Chapman,  Uriah,  Dist.  No.  5 (deceased  in  1S69),  b.  New  York,  8. 1808. 

Collins,  L.  S.,  Dist.  No.  5,  General  Farming,  b.  New  York,  s.  16*22,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Chaffin,  S.  H.,  Dist.  No.  7,  Farmer  and  ez-Supervisor,  b.  Massachusetts,  s.  162*. 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla  Centre. 

Chapin,  Wm.,  Dist.  No.  7 (killed  in  1874),  b.  Connecticut,  s.  1S37,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Chapin,  Delia,  Dist.  No.  7,  Farmer,  b.  New  York,  s.  1832,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 
Connelly,  C.  M.,  Dist.  No.  7,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  Pennsylvania,  s.  1843,  p.c.  ad  1- 
Wells’  Bridge. 

Curtis,  L.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farm  and  Dairy,  and  Gunsmith,  b.  New  York,  s.  17  . ’3, 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Curtis,  Mrs.  A.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farm,  b.  New  York,  s.  1799,  p.  o.  aud.  Unadilla. 
Curtis,  J.  D.,  Dist.  No.  19,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  9.  1832,  p o.  add. 
Rockdale. 

Cooper,  I).,  Dist.  No.  12,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b New  York,  s.  1837,  p.  o.  aid. 
Unadilla. 

Davis,  T.  J.,  Di.-t.  No.  7,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  Hampshire,  s.  1823,  p.  o.  add. 
Wi  lls’  Bridge. 

Do  Forest,  Lyman,  Dist.  No.  10,  Farmer  and  Lumberman,  b.  Now  York.  e.  IT.  *, 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Iv»  FoP'-t,  Mary,  Di>t.  No.  1».  Farmer  and  Luci'  - r:r  in,  b.  Now  York,  9.  I"  • 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla 

I)*  Forest,  G o.  W.,  Dist.  No.  10,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  New  Y rk.  «.  I'  4. 
p. «.».  add.  Unadilla. 

Fellows,  C.  1>.,  Main  St.,  General  Merchandise,  b.  Muscat  liusetts,  9.  l**:,:-p  *»• 
add.  Unadilla. 

Ki-ll  •»■*.  >J.  I!..  Main  St.,  General  Merchan.lUo,  b.  Jfew  Turk,  s.  l'i-  P-  - 1 
In.iMla. 

Foster,  Henry  I.,  Dist  No.  15,  Farm  and  Dairy  , b.  New  York, 

Fo-Ut,  N l>.  Di*»t.  No.  15,  Farm  and  Daiiy,  b.  Now  York  *. 
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Garoy,  Geo.,  Dint.  No.  10,  Fitrni  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1853,  p.  o.  add. 
East  Guilford. 

Carey,  Elisha,  Uist.  No.  10,  Farmer  and  Blacksmith,  b.  New  York,  8.  1853,  p.  o. 
add.  E^ist  Guilford. 

Iiaabrouck,  W.  II.,  Main  St.,  Proprietor  of  Unadilla  Houje,  b.  New  York,  8. 
1807,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Hurlbutt,  D.,  Dist.  No.  8,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  s.  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Gil- 
bertuville. 

Hard,  A.  J.,  Dist.  No.  7,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  Y'ork,  8.  1852,  p.  o.  add.  Wells' 
Bridge. 

Hemenway,  E.  E.,  Dist.  No.  13,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  8. 18*20,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Haynes,  0.,  Dist.  No.  11  (deceased),  b.  Now  York,  8. 1823. 

Hutchinson,  31.,  Dist.  No.  16,  Farm  and  Dairy,  and  Cooper,  b.  New  York,  8. 
183*2,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Hurlbutt,  J.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  Connecticut,  8.  1807,  p.  o. 
odd.  Butternuts. 

Loomis,  D.  P.,  Main  St.,  Attorney-at-Law  and  State  Senator,  b.  New  York,  8. 
1853,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Mallery,  C.  W.,  District  No.  *20,  General  Merchandise,  b.  New  York,  s.  1S40,  p.  o. 
add.  Wells’  Bridge. 

Mead,  W.  K.,  Dist.  No.  5,  General  Farming,  b.  Connecticut,  8 1837,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Miller,  Win.,  Dist.  No.  2,  Farmer  and  Stock  Dealer,  b.  New  York,  s.  1813,  p.  o.  add. 
Sidney  Plains. 

Monroe,  T.  C.,  Farmer  and  Dealer  in  Thoroughbred  Stock,  b.  New  York,  8. 
1858,  p.  o.  add.  Sidney  Plains. 

North,  Col.  Samuel,  Main  St.,  Banker  (colonel  in  army),  b.  New  York,  3. 18*28, 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Osborn,  J.  S.,  Main  St , Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  3. 1831,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 
Palmer,  Caleb,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  Hampshire,  s.  1817,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Palmer  & Johnston,  Dist.  No.  15,  Paper-mill,  Saw-mill,  and  Lumbermen,  b. 

New  York,  s.  1807,  p.  o.  add.  Sidney  Plains. 

Potter, It.,  Dist.  No.  16, Farm,  Dairy,  and  ex-Supervisor,  b.  New  York, 8. 1840,  p.  o. 
add.  Wells’  Bridge. 

Sperry,  Lyman,  Main  St.,  Retired  Methodist  Clergyman,  b.  Massachusetts,  s. 
1819,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Sweet,  Joseph,  Main  St.,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Connecticut,  a.  1335,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Sisson,  F.  M.,  Dist.  No.  20,  General  Merchandise,  b.  Pennsylvania,  s.  1843,  p.  o. 
add.  Wells’  Bridge. 

* 

Sherwood,  Nathaniel,  Dist.  No.  8,  Farmer  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  8. 1838,  p.  o. 
add.  Wells’  Bridge. 

Searles,  L.  B.,  Dist.  No.  4,  Farmer  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  a.  1865,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla  Centre. 

Salisbury,  Peter,  Dist.  No.  12,  Farmer  and  Mason,  b.  New  York,  a.  1821,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Slade,  C.  L.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  a.  1840,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Slade,  Alfred,  Farmer  and  Lumberman,  b.  New  York,  s.  182G,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Slade,  0.  F.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farm  and  Dairy,  and  Carpenter,  b.  New  York,  a.  1830, 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Spencer,  W.  P.,  Dist.  No.  19,  Farmer  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  8. 1833,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Truman,  I.  A.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Teacher,  b.  New  York,  3.  1S38, 
p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Tripp,  Y.,  Dist.  No.  9,  Farmer  and  Carpenter,  b.  New  Y’ork,  a.  1S53,  p.  o.  add. 
Rockdale. 

Todd,  J.  E.,  Di>t.  No.  12,  Farm,  Dairy,  Hop-grower,  b.  New  York,  s.  1835,  p.  o. 
add.  Unadilla. 

Tripp,  James,  Dist.  No.  16,  Farm,  Dairy,  ami  Hop-grower,  b.  New  York,  a.  1822, 
p.  o.  add.  East  Guilford. 

Watson,  A.  B.,  Retired  Banker,  b.  New  York,  a.  1821,  p.  o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Webb,  T.  A.,  Dist.  No.  11,  Farm,  Dairy,  and  Stock,  b.  England,  a.  1S70,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

White,  James,  Jr.,  Dist.  No.  14,  Farm  and  Dairy,  b.  New  York,  a.  1S69,  p.  o.  add. 
Unadilla. 

Wilber,  Dist.  No.  12,  Farmer  and  Mechanic,  b.  New  York,  a.  1808,  p.  o.  add. 

Uuudilla. 

Youngs,  C.,  Dist.  No.  13  (Retired  Methodist  Episcopal  Minister),  Farmer,  b. 
New  York,  s.  1S*>7,  p o.  add.  Unadilla. 

Youngs,  W.  (\,  Dist.  No.  13,  Farm  aud  Dairy,  b.  New  Y’ork,  a.  133*2,  p.  o.  add. 
Uuadilla. 


WESTFORD. 

CoatoH,  Lucy  A.,  b,  Maryland,  s.  1837,  Westville. 

Campbell,  K 1'.,  Farmer,  b.  Cherry  Valley,  s.  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Westville. 
Bidlake,  N.,  Merchant  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  b.  Weatford  In  1>19,  p.  o.  add. 
Watford. 

Draper,  F.  I\,  Dealer  in  Butter,  b.  West  ford  in  1819.  p.  o.  add.  Wostf  >rd. 
Newton,  J.  S.,  Merchant,  b.  Middbdh  Id,  -.  l>4*»,  p.  o.  add.  Westville. 
r.urick,  Th.mas,  Farmer,  b.  West  ford  in  1*35,  p.  o.  add.  Elk  Creek. 


Preston,  L.  E.,  Farmer,  b.  Went  ford  in  1816,  p.  o.  add.  Westford. 

Koseltoom,  Horace,  Farmer,  b.  Westfonl  in  1827,  p.  o.  add.  Maple  Valley. 
Salisbury,  Denton,  Lumber  Manufacturer,  b.  Weatford  in  1823,  p.  o.  add.  West- 
ford. 

Saxton,  Win.  It.,  Farmer,  b.  Middlefleld,  s.  1850,  p.  o.  add.  Westville. 

Snyder,  T.  A.,  Pastor  of  Episcopal  Church,  b.  Weatford  in  1847,  p.  o.  add.  West- 
ford. 

Tulhill,  A.  G.,  School  Commissioner,  b.  Maryland,  a.  1825,  p.  o.  add.  Weatford. 
Tyler,  W.  H.,  Merchant  and  Postmaster,  b.  Weatford  in  1839,  p.  o.  add.  Weatford. 
Utter,  Wm.,  Farmer,  b.  Cairo,  a.  1812,  p.  o.  add.  Weatford. 

Wing,  Geo.,  Farmer  and  Supervisor,  b.  Pittstown.  s.  1826,  p.  o.  add.  Westford. 
Wilbur,  G.,  Farmer  and  School  Teacher,  b.  Westford  in  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Westford. 
Wilaey,  J.,  Farmer,  b.  Westford  in  182*2.  p.  o.  add.  Elk  Creek. 

Bentley,  Wm.  II.,  Farmer  and  Commercial  Traveler,  b.  Weatford  in  1823,  p.  o. 
add.  Maple  Valley. 


WORCESTER. 

Bnsh,  John  WM  Publisher  of  Worcester  Times,  b.  Maryland  in  1850,  p.  o.  add. 
Worcester. 

Barnes,  Lyman  J.,  Attorney-  and  Counselor-at-Law,  b.  Franklin  in  1848,  p.  o. 
add.  Worcester. 

Boorn,  Chas.  A.,  Druggist,  b.  Decatur  in  1348,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Boor n,  Millard  F.,  East  Worcester,  Merchant,  b.  Decatur  in  1846,  p.  o.  add. 
East  Worcester. 

Baldwin,  Fredrus,  South  Worcester,  Attorney  and  Counselor,  b.  Blenheim  in 
1853,  p.  o.  add.  South  Worcester. 

"J  Butler,  Rossander  IL,  Farmer, b.  Wallingford, Conn.,  in  1806, p. o. add.  Worcester. 
Becker,  Volney  D.,  Soutli  Worcester,  b.  South  Worcester  in  1842,  p.  o.  add. 
South  Worcester. 

Bruce,  Samuel,  South  Worcester,  Pastor  Lutheran  Church,  b.  Summit  in  1S09, 
p.  o.  add.  South  Worcester. 

Crippen,  Chas.  II.,  Flour  and  Feed  Merchant,  b.  Worcester  in  1812,  p.  o.  add. 
Worcester. 

Chamberlain,  Chas.  R.,  Farmer,  b.  Schoharie  in  1319,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 
Campbell,  A.  W.,  East  Worcester,  Traveling  Salesman,  b.  Richmondville  in 
1836,  p.  o.  add.  East  Worcester. 

Chase,  Win.  Henry,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester  in  1813,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Day,  Lysander,  Farmer,  b.  Decatur  in  1S17,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Day,  Edward  C.,  Farmer,  b.  Decatur  in  1853,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Eckerson,  Adam,  East  Worcester,  Merchant,  b.  Cherry  Valley  in  1829,  p.  o.  add. 
East  Worcester. 

Faland,  Christopher,  Farmer,  b.  Sharon  in  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Ferguson,  John,  Farmer,  b.  Springfield  in  1817,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Grant,  Samuel  H.,  Attorney  and  Counselor,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Gustin,  Elisha  L.,  East  Worcester,  Attorney  and  Counselor,  Justice  of  Peace, 
b.  Springfield  in  1827,  p.  o.  add.  East  Worcester. 

Graham,  B.,  East  Worcester,  Proprietor  Hotel,  b.  Cherry  Valley  in  1S52,  p.  o. 
add.  East  Worcester. 

Herrick,  John  D.,  Farmer,  b.  Florida  in  1801,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Harder,  Herman,  East  Worcester,  Paper  Manufacturer,  b.  Kinderhook  In  1847, 
p.  o.  add.  East  Worcester. 

Keller,  Christopher,  East  Worcester,  Teacher,  b.  Root  in  1850,  p.  o.  add.  East 
Worcester. 

Multer,  Marcus  M.,  Publisher,  b.  Worcester  in  1851,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 
McMullen,  Mrs.  Janies,  b.  Otsego  Co.  in  1831,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Mitchell,  Peter,  Jr.,  South  Worcester,  Farmer,  b.  Delaware  in  1S22,  p.  o.  add. 
South  Worcester. 

Martin,  Chas.  W.,  South  Worcester,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester  in  1845,  p.  o.  add. 
Soutli  Worcester. 

Mitchell,  r:  ilip,  South  Worcester,  Farmer,  b.  Schoharie  in  1819,  p.  o.  add. 
South  Worcester. 

Necr,  David  S.,  East  Worcester,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Summit  in  1S52,  p.  o. 
add.  East  Worcester. 

Partridge,  A.,  Insurance  Agent  of  Atlantic  and  Travelers’,  b.  Schoharie  in  1844, 
p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Russ,  Hamilton,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester  in  ISIS,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Roads,  William,  Farmer,  b.  Buckinghamshire,  England,  in  1830,  p.  o.  add. 
Worcester. 

Smith,  Agues  E.,  Editor  of  Worcester  Tim's,  b.  Catskill  in  1837,  p.  o.  add. 
Worcester. 

Shelland,  D.  W.,  Farmer  and  Hop-dealer,  b.  Westford  in  1S31,  p.  o.  add.  Wor- 
cester. 

Smith,  Nelson  II.,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester  in  1S35,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Smith,  Frank  L.,  Farmer,  b.  Worcester  in  1856,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Trickey,  John,  Lumber  Merchant,  b.  New  Hampshire  in  1809,  p.  o.  add.  Wor 

coster. 

Thurber,  Nelson,  East  Won  ster,  Merchant,  b,  Westford  in  1829,  p.  add. 
East  Worcester. 

Thurber,  Samuel  II.,  East  Worcester,  Merchant,  b.  Worcester  in  1851,  p.  o.  add. 
East  Worcester. 

Warren,  Burdette,  Homoeopathic  Physician  and  Surgeon,  b.  Ots*?go  Co.  in 
1850,  p.  o.  add.  Worcester. 

Winegunl,  Richard,  Farmer,  b.  Scliehario  in  1813,  p.  o ad  1.  Worcester. 
Waterman,  II.,  Agent  A.  and  S.  Railroad,  b.  Decatur  in  18* *9,  p.  o.  aid.  " or- 
cester. 
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